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BOOK XIII. • 
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CHAP. I. 

The Empire of China. 

SECT. I. 

A general View of the Chinefe Empire. 


T his vaO and opulent empire i.s fituate on the moft lufitua» 
eaflern verge of Afia ; and comprehends, as hath //o», ex^ 
been already hint^, the kingdom of China^ pro- tent, &c, 
perly fo called, and the Chinefe, or, as it is fome- 
^mes ftyled. Great Tartary. We have formerly given a 
Ihort account of its foundation, antient ftate, extent, reli¬ 
gion, laws, drc. as far as it could be attained from antient 
authors and records *; and have brought down their hiAory 
to their ninth monarch Shun ; in whofe Aimily the crown be¬ 
ing become hereditary, w« thought it the propercft period to 
begjrf the modem one In thefe early days this monarchy Antient 
iT fiate. 

• See Univ. Hift. vol. xx. p. 109, & feq. Ibid. p. 150. 

* The reader is defired to obferve, that, by miftake, Bookl. 
is inferted in the title line of the even pages of this volume, from 
page 4 to page 51 aJncloiive, inftead of Book Xlll. 
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The Hiflery of China. B. XIII. 

-was. cemhned -within narrow bounds, or perhaps within the 
compafs of one iingle province <=; whofe firil cdonies, having 
once planted themlelves in it, feem toliave taken fucK” cafe 
to bar all the avenues to it from the reft of mankind, as 
never to be op^d to any but amba^Klors ftom other ftfctes; 
by which means tlfby had not only^all' pcKffible opportuhhies 
of extending, dieir dominions, founding theiri^vernment, and 
improving arts and fciences from the earlieft times ; and have 
fo far fpread themfelves, as to become the nobleft and largeft 
monarchy hitherto difcovered and be juftly efteemed the 
richeft, largeft, and njoft populous, of iiy that is now governed 
by one prince. Its whole extent, from the fortrefs of Cay~ 
pirn, in the province of Pe-king^ fituate under the 41ft degree, 
to the moft fouthern part of the iQaud of Hay-nan, under the 
18 th degree of north latitnde^ is 2«3 degrees, fl^om north; to 
foutli. There are f<^eral oth^ ways of octcndhigltst lci|gth 
and breadth to tnorcadvantagfe, wHkK the reader nray-fee in 
the margin (A). However, according to the beft and latefl: 


Univ. Hift. i 24^K). * Du Hai©e, vol. i. p. i '. 


(A) To compute the whole 
extent of this large country in 
length and breadth, the former 
miiii: be taken from the north- 
eaftern frontier-town of Xag- 
yiven, in the province of Lyaa- 
iong, unto the laft city of that of 
Tun-nanjCvMt^Chyett-tyfni and 
then its greateft length will be 
about 400 German, or 1600 En- 
glijh miles j to which if we add 
the illand of Hay-nan, which 
likewife belongs to China, and 
lies fouth of i^ang-tong,Ot Can¬ 
ton, two degrees, or 120 mil6s, 
moremuflbe added to its length. 
Its breadth may be alfo ftretch- 
ed to a greater extent, by mea- 
furiug it from the town Of Hint- 
po, a fca-port town in the pro¬ 
vince of Che-lyangt to the ut- 
nioft boundary of that of Se- 
ehuen, or Su-chutn\ by which 
it will amount to about 315 


German, or 1 269 of our miles. 
And if it,be meafured from the 
town of 2” nu-ch’ivan, fituaie on 
the utiiiofl: eaftern verge of 
h'^au-tong, on the frontiers of 
Korea, ;quite to that of fjtng- 
tau, on the moft weftern part of 
the province r^-Shen-Ji, it will 
be ftill confiderably wider (i). 

Fathfer Le Qompte, who-’ftt||^ 
pofed the Chimje empire to be 
circular, gave it ftill a more ex- 
tenftve breadth; tho’ he agreed, 
in the main, as to its length, 
But it hath been fully proveopy 
new furveys to be of an oval 
form ; and, confequently, that 
its breadth, where broadeft, 
camcihortof its length by fome* 
whsu above a fourth part (a); 
that is, that at extends itfelf 
much farther from northSlo 
fouth, than from eaft to weft 

( 3 )- 


( 1 ) .9.V T,a Marthitrt, Ceegr, Difi. fui voc. C'liiac. 
Uaiiie, M^gjtllan, al, (j) Du Rulde, f, »,, 


{2) Id. Hid. Du 
fapreys. 



(J, 1, Tj&tf Hifiory ^ Cbuia/ , 

furveysf it is found to be not of a circular, but oval figure, 
extending moft from north to fouth, as was hinted in the 
note; that Its leail extent, which way foever meafured in 
■^ftraitline, amounts to 360 leagues, of 20 to a degree, or 
to 60 £)f our miles *. The moll recent writer gives it Hill a 
greater extent; viz. 34 degrees from nOrth^to fouth, or 680 
leagues; and confidefably abbve 300 from eall to well, even 
where it is narrowed; fo that, according to him, the whole 
circuit of it extends above 1.800 leagues f ; but upon what 
new difeoveries he founds his dimenfions, we are not told. 

CHINA is bounded on the north by Tdrtary^ from which BcrndM^ 
it .is parted by the famous Chinefe wall, of which we lhall give 
a fuller account in its proper place ; and, on the eall, by the_ 
callern or Chinefe ocean; on the fouth, by the fouthern or ’ 

Indian fea j and, on the weft, by a vail fandy defart, and a 

long ridge of inaccelfible mountains, which divide it from 

weftern Tartary and the kingdoms of 77/vr, 8cc. It contains Pro^inctf^ 

fifteen provinces (exclullve of that of Lyau-tong^ which is v 

fituate without the great wall, tho’ under the fame dominion); 

each of which m’ght, for their largenels, fertility, populouf- 

nefs, and opulence, pafs for fo many diftinft kingdoms. 

Their names and fite are as follows : i. Shen-Jt ; 2. Shanfi ; 
and, 3. Pc-cheli ; which extend themfelvcs on the north, along 
the Chinefe wall. Four more are fituate along the eaftern ocean ; 
viz. 4. Shan-tQng\ 5. Kyan-nang \ 6. Che-kyang ; and, 7. F&- 
kyen. Four others llretch themfelves towards the fouth and 
weft; viz, ^. ^lang-tong \ 9. ^iang~fi\ 10. Tu-nan\ and, 

II. Se~chuen, Tlie four iall, viz. \2. HQ-nan\ 13. Hu- 
gunng ; 14. ^ley-chew ; and, 15. Kyangfi ; take up the 
middle part: of all which, as well as of that of Lyau-tmg, 
we lhall give a fuller account in a proper place, according to 
their order (B). 


« Du Halde, vol. i. p. 
COMfTS, Marviniere, & al. 

P- S*- 

(B) It will not be improper 
here to appriie oar readers, once 
for all, that in the orthography 
of thepi^ provinces, and all 
others, proper names of men, 
cities, &e. (which are fo differ¬ 
ently fpelt by all the authors 


2. See a1fo Magaillav, Le- 
t Hilt, de la Chine, vol. i. 


who have written of this country) 
we have followed the judicious 
EngUJh tranfliiter of bather Dtt 
Halde., who hath taken no fmall 
pains to reduce it, as near as 
was poffible, to the idiom 
(4), both in the zr aps, and in 


( 4 J Set hit t4 (iat «cr4,./l, x, y ftfm 

A 2 tit# 
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Climate. As Chind extends fo far from fouth to north, as frdhn the 
fcGond to the fifth climate, fo muft its temperature vary ac¬ 
cordingly. The difference of the length of its days is little 
more than four hours; the longeff, in the moft northern^ 
parts, being aboht fourteen hours and three quarters; and 
the fhorteft, in tBfe moft fouthem, about ten hours and three 
Quarters; and the nights propordonably ^ It is, however, 

f Vid. Magaillan, Lecompte, MAaTiMiBRE, &r al. Gor¬ 
don gram, part ii. ch. 2. feft. 2. 

the body of the work. The the gutturals, we lhall beg to 
power and found of the Ckmefe fubjoin a lingalar one, which * 
letters, vowels as well as confo- that ingenious author hath not 
nants, differ fo vaftly from thofe taken notice of, but which hath 
of Euro^e^ that thofe authors been a pregnant caufe of tliis 
have fplit themfclvcb into an al> variety of Ipellings. 
jnolHrreconcilcnblc, as well as TheC&r>r^ language abounds 

unintelligible,diffonancy, in en- in gutturals, which kw of our 
deavouring to convey thofe poatc Eurspeam have. One of 
founds, which can only be them, in Articular, is fo deep 
taught by the car, by fuch let- and harfir, that neither the He^ 
ters of their rerpefiive alpha- ^rew, Chaliety Syriac^ Greek, or 
bets cs they thought came near- any other tongue, except per- 
e(i to them : fo that, conlider- haps the Jrabic, have any thing 
ing the vaft difference of pro- anlwerable to it. This the Spa- 
nunciation between moft Euro- nip Z06. Portugurfe expreffed, as 
pean nations, it was impoftible well as they could, by their X, 
for them to convey thofe founds, which, with them, is pronounced 
without fpelling them each ac- gutturally, tho’nothing fo deep. 
Cording to the pecul.ar pronun- But as that letter hath a quite 
ciation of his own country : and different found among other 
hence proceeds that vaft differ- European nations, each of them 
CDce of writing the fame name was forced to fubftitute fome 
between the Spaniards, Portu- other to it, fuch as Teemed to 
gufje^ Englip, Trench, Italians, them to come nCareff'lo the ori- 
High Lonu Dutch, &c. ginal; fome by a k, others by a 

VVhat adds ftill more to this e, others by ch, ^e. And hence, 
variety, is the number of let- to prevent all confufion and 
ters, or founds, peculiar to the mifunderftanding, as much as 
Chine/e ; to which none of our poftible, we fhall not only con- 
European alphabets afford us any fine ourfelves to the orthograpliy 
thing equivalent, or even ap- above-named, as the moft ad- 
ptoaching to. This peculiarity, apted to our Entlip pronunda- 
moteover, extends Itfelf noton- tion; W fhall likevdfe, when- 
ly to vowels and confonanta, ever it differs fo much any 
but much more with refpeft to other authors quoted in the fe- 
■fomeof their gutturals and com- quel, give thofe names acco|-d- 
pound letters; Inftancesof which ing to their own way of writ- 
the reader may fee in great num* ing it, that there may be no 
bers in the preface ftbove-men- doubt-about our meaning the 
lioflcd But, with refped to fame perfon or place. 

generally 
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generdUf reckoned very moderate, except only towards the,- 
north, where the cold is extremely piercing, not fo much from 
its iiOTthera fite, as from the ridges of mouQtainI that inter- 
/tho^; parts, and are vaAly high, and moftly covered with deep 
fnowsw Even in thofe parts which run under the tropics, the 
winds that blow thither from the large andamouncainous parts 
of Tartaryf make the cold weather exceeding piercing and 
fevere during thetftree, and fometimesibur, winter months (C). 

The fouthern parts, on the other hand, mad be fuppoied to 
be exceeding hot and dry, the nearer they draw towards the 
tropic, or extend beyond it; but thofe heats are the more ca- 
’ lily borne by the help of their fine'cooling grottoes, groves, 
cooling lhades, and other refrefhing retirements, to which 
they repair during the heat of the day ; at which time there 
is the hime univerfal fUence, * and ceflation from bufinefs, as 
if it was midnight. Thefe fouthern parts have indeed neither 
froll nor fnow; but they are much troubled with ftorms, and 
violent rains, about the time of the equinoxes, efpecially the 
autumnal, which is all the winter they have ; all the r^ of 
the year being crowned with a ferene Iky, and a jnoft de¬ 
lightful verdure. Upon the whole, it is univerfally owned by Honv im* 
thofe who have vifited that large empire, that ‘where nature frwed^ 
hath been moft unequal in the diftribution of her gifts, the 
Chinefe induftry hath fb far fupplied that defeft, by levelling 
whole ridges of mountains in fome provinces, and railing of 
artificial ones in others; by providing proper fences againfi: 
excefllve colds in fome, and heats and droughts in others ; 
aijd by varying their agriculture, their manuring, planting, 
and fowing, according to the different foils aud climates, that' 
every fpot 'almqft of that vaft territory produces more than 
' enough to make its inhabitants rich and happy, and the whole 
country delightful and fertile, populous, healthy, and opu¬ 
lent ; ril which is farther improved by the vaft number of 
canals cut from one river to another, and the innumerable 

(C) This would hardly be us, that the frofi xvas fo fevere 
credited, were it not confirmed in January and Fehruaty» that he 
to os by moft travellers that was forced to lie by till the ice 
have vifited thofh parts at the could, be broken for lus paiFaee 
cold feafon, and particularly by -over the river Hoemho ; which. 

Father Lt Compte ; who, in the though one of the largeft in 
relatipn he gives of his journey Ciiaat was then, alxaoft frozei) 
from Nimpo to Fe-king^ affures over (5]. 

(5) Latter jft, fd fit, Vii, & Martini. Mngaitlanf Du Ualde^ & ah- 

h % ^ carriagea 
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«irr«ge|, they keep up by land, by which each canton may 
eafily communicate its. own peculiar produf): to all the reft, as 
we ftiail feehoore fully in the ^quel. 

Upon all thefe accounts, the Chinee entertsuned fuch eKtra^* 
ordinary notbns of themfdvcs and country, that they looked 
upon all the reft of the world, and its Inhabitants, with the 
utmpft contempt (D), efpeda%,tUl they became better ac¬ 
quainted with the EuropeanSf or even tiil*their laft conqueft 
by the Tartars. We have formerly fpoken of the various 
names. names which antient authors, and the neighbouring nations, 

(D) The advantages which ftyled barbarians, they imagin'd 
they had over thofe neighbour- to have received Tome conhder- 
ing nations they knew or heard able improvements by their vi- 
appeared fo confiderable to cinity to CUfina ; but as to the 
- tKem, that they looked upon reft, they were looked upon as 
themfelves as the only favourites outcafts into the extreme "arts 
of heaven, and all the reft of of the earth, as the drols and 
mankind as barbarians, whom refufe of nature $ and chara> 
theyreprefentedas dwarfs, mon- fterifed them accordingly, in 
fters, .and contemptible crea- their maps, with fuch emblems 
tores. They looked upon their as were apteft to infpire their na- 
country to be placed in the cen> tion with difdain and contempt 
tre of the earth; and themfelves of them (6). 
as the only people who had a It was therefore no fmall 
human form, fizo, and lhape ; matterof wonder to them,when, 
whilft all the other nations, or upon their coming acquainted 
kingdoms, which they made to with the Europeans, they not 
amount to feventy-two, were only found them as polite and 
fcattered about in fmall illands, rational as '•hcmfclves, but far 
without any order ; the biggeft fuperior to them in “11 kinds of 
of which, according to their learning: neither could they 
maps, was not fo large as the conceive how it was poi&ble for 
lean of the Chinefe provinces.,* them to have arrived to fuch a 
and thefe were ftuck up round perfeflion in all fciences, wiih- 
their empire (to which they gave out the ailiftance of their own 
a quadrangular form), as fo writings; fo th?t they, who, till 
many nut-fhells, or fmall fatel- then, had looked upon them- 
lites attending on their great fclves as the only people whom 
planet, and defigned only to heaven had bleiTi^ with eyes, 
ferve and adorn it. They gate whilft all the te& of mankind 
indetid the preference to weftr Were left to grope in the dark, 
four neighbouring kin^oms of were now forced to allow the 
fartary, Japan, and Europeans to have oh? eye at 

Kareai whom, thou^ they ftill leaft (7). • 

(6) Martini, Ma^ail/an, Da HalJt, & al. Vid. et Lt Canute, letter 5. Na- 
mtta. La Martiniere M w, Du HaHe, Q ai. mult, (I) he Campte, 

ubijup. £ji' «/. fup. (itat, 

gave 
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g^vc Xo that Chng-qua, by wh'Mili they 

thettifelves ftyle it, figmfies the kinged of the nUddUi, they 
fuppolii^ it to be iituate in the centre of the world: to this 
they not only joined the nanu» oi the head of each dynalty, 
as ^ten as the .government paHed’ nrom cme family to another, 
an account of which the reader wiU fee*in die fbllowing 
note (£}; but added likewife &!>tBe,poni^us dtie to the ftta, Pompot^ 
Which figniiies aic&i^dom ; fnch as, Twn-mmg^ua, tbeldng- 
4pm of brlghtnefs, or perfection; Tayn^chin-q^ay the king¬ 
dom of purity ; Tyen-hu'qua^ or the kingdom which contains 
all that is under heaven; and others of ^ like import. The 

a Univ. Hift. vol. xx. p. i ao, & leq. 

(E) We have formerly given two, together with the number 
a fhort account of the hrit dy> of emperors belonging to each 
naf^ from Fo-bi and his eight family, and the number of years 
fucceffors, down to Shun (8). they reigned, may be feen at 
The others, in number, twenty- one view in the following table; 


Dynafties. 

Emperors. 

Yearsi, 

Hya — — 


17 ■ 

458 

2. Shang —— 


28 • 

644 

3. Chenv — 


35 ■ 

873 

4. Tfm al Chin —■ 

— 

4 

4 S 

5. Han — — 

— 

25 

426 

6. Hen.v-ha>: — 

— 

2 

44 

7. Fzint or Chin 2d 


*5 

>55 

8 Songi or Soun — 

T- 

8 ■ 

59 

9 T’ai, or Chi •— 

— 

5 

*3 

10. Ly ^tig — 

— 

4 

55 

11. din, al. Kin — 

.... 

5 

32. 

12, S^'if Soui 

— 

3 

29 

1 3. Tangj Tam 

— 

20 

89 

14. He<w~lya»g — 

— 

2 

16 

15. Hevu-tang — 

— 

4 

>3 

16. Nenv-tzin — 

— 

2 

11 

17. Htw-han — 

— 

2 

4 

18. Hmv-che/iv — 

—- 

3 

9 

19. Song, or Soum — 

— 

iS 

■ 3>9 

90 . Ynven — 


9 

. 89 

21. Ming, or Mim — 

1 

*7 

. 276 

22. Tzin, Chim — 

t 

2 

53 


this laft nt>w reigning. So that cd to it, whilfl the goveromeiitfc 
had to its original name continued in it; as Cbeng-qum* 
of Chong-qua the appellative of byatClfong-qua-fiangtChw^-qua-^ 
Hach one of thoiie dynafties add- chew, &c. (9). 

(8) t/wiV Ihft- vol. XX. p. 135—,150, (p) S« DuHtld* n» E^t^ 

#. * 45 » fup. titut, 
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/• Tartars, though thtj naturally hated the pompous pride of 
the dmefe, are yet ibiui of thofe fWoliqa ritl&, fifice riiey 
have made themielves mafters of that u^e kingdom, and 
become le& and leis avorfe to thd (bftiu^, eafe, and luxury, 
China, of their new As to the name of Ctnm, whkh fome 

whence Jo derive from Qnafi or one cf their aiident moparchs; 
named, ^nd Others fcom their iSk, whkh is calied €hin^ 3 it is moft 
likriy t^. Eurofmans brcmght it firft froHA *PerJta, or IneKat 
Whither that commodi^ wayrfirft imported, and whq:e it hn 
called CAin, or 7^n K 

imperreft notion die antients had of this vaftem-, 
pire, and what commerce they had with it, we have elfe*. 
where endeavoured to Ihew^ The firSt European traveller 
difcovered that we know of, who vifitcd it, was Fra. Paulo, a Venetian, 
ty the Eu- jjjQjpg commonly known by the name of Paulus fenetus, 
lopeans. Venetian, ‘about the end of the thirteenth cen¬ 

tury. But his fwoUcn account of the great cham, or empe¬ 
ror ; of his capital, which he calls ; and oth^ ex¬ 

traordinary particulars which he related of that country; not 
only led Jus readers to imagine, that he there defcribed the 
empire of Tnrtary, but that the grcateft part of it was too 
exaggerated to deTerve any credit, or a better charafter than 
that of fine romance. The whole, however, was after¬ 
wards fuffidently verified by the difeovery of China by the 
Portugue/e i when it plainly appeared, that it was this noble 
empire he hxd been deferibing; and that Cambalu, by the 
particular account he had been giving of it, was no other 
than the Chinefe metropolis, ijow call^ Pe-king (F). Since 

which, 

^ Nayaxstta hfAXTXNx Hift. Sink. lib. vi. fub Lntt. Vid. 
et La Martinisrs, & al. fap. citat. * See the Englifh 

tranflation of l>xr Halos, p. 1. not, (E). ^ Univ. Hilt, 

vol. XX. p. 120, k feq. 

(F) It is now generally a?- the former, in order to be 
knowleged, that Cathai is the moire at hand 10 fupprcls the 
northern part of China ; and inroads which the fartars were ^ 
Cambalu, the capital of it, to be continually ouddng upon them, ** 
the fame city as is now called .frpmthmfide^ Itapfiewsmoie- 
Pe^kiug ; winch name, fignify- over, from thp relation of the 
ing the' northern court, in oppo- PuJJ?an ambafly to C^>4, Anno 
fitKUi to which is the i6jj, that the Mn/cendm ftUI 

fouthern one, was doubtlels gi- call that northern part of it 
yen It when the Chintfe mon- Cbatai, or Khfbai; R'nd its me- 
archs were obliged to remove tropolis Cambalu, or, according 
^heir co^rt from die latter to to fojnqodier8,GitiK^^r)^whic^ 

' ’* ■ names 
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whidb tUtWf the more they have become acquainted vdbh 
Chinot the letter they have been iatisfied of tte iiuthfuli^ 
of ^t traveller. 

Accordingly, when the Porti^uefe firft diicovered this 7 he Chi- i 
. country by fea, above aoo years ago, they were <fo furprifed nefc,^ 
at the beauty apd opulence of it, as wed as at the ingemnty ^ 
and politenefs of its inhabitants, fo far beyond what they had 
obferved in- any othft country Aey had hitharto met wiA, 
they fcarce knew whether they to believe their own^^* 

eyes: and indeed they had To mucbrinQrecaufe to be iurpnfa} 
at it, as they found them a people that lived whoUy within 
themfelves, and who confequently had received no helps or 
improvements Irom any other nations: neither could their The Euro- 
lirfl accounts of them meet with any greater credit here in peans w 
j^urope, than thofe of Faulus Venetm had done before, till iffifi 
they were confirmed by a clopd of other ^Crwitnefles, whom 
dthcr curiofity, commerce, or religion, invited into this new 
and furprifing world; efpecially jince the year 1580, when the 
pope began to fend, and hath continued pouring, a great 
number of jefuits and Other priefts into it, in order ta bring 
as many of that polite nation as he could into the pale of 
his church. Nor were the relations of thefe kil fo uiuver- 
fally credited (efpecially as many of them appeared not only 
exaggerated, but even in a great meafure romantic, as leaf): in 
whatever related to religion, or ‘their numerous converfions), 
till we had them, or at lea/t a great part of them, further 
confirmed by perfons of other nations and religions, and lefs 
liable to be fufpe^ed. So shat, upon the whole, it was no 
Icfs matter of wonder to the Europeans, than to the Chinefe^ 
to find a part of the world, at fuch a difiance from them, fo 
like themfelves in learning and poHtenek; while all the vafi 
tracts that lay between them, are fiiU (b, % inferior, not to 
fay oppofite to them, in both r^pefts. It mufi.be owned, 
however, that the Chinefe found us much fupcripr to them in 
the liberal fciences; witnefs thofe tafi improvements they 
have made to them by the aififiance of the miflionaries, and 
of that vafi apparatus of infiruments which have been fent to 
them from France^ and other parts: but, in point of rich- 
iMsfs, o^nlence, fundry manufadbires, handcrafts, and, to fay 
noting of their exc^ent agriculture lately mentioned, and 


nameil fienify the city of God when we come to the dlvillon of 
(11). We lhall have further that empire, and the deferiptiop 
OCcafioR to {peak of them both, of the city of Pe-king. 

(w} 7wr«/r«, QT ah Fid, tt iff Tartar, D'Htrb$lat Jub Klatiat, (g 
Mtaniaitra Juk Qa^ak^ 

the 
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the many excellent ways they jiaye fertUlziasg aa 4 
eMB thdli^ raoH'barren lands. It will be hacdly. denied:; that 
they exceed anv country in Eurife ; a|} ^hich*wUl motf lu% 
appw in the iequel. 

The empire hath *bcen long fince divided into 

northern' and (omhtern j the fortn^r of which, commonly haown 
tvihdi among the hUtim^ Perfianst &<;, by the name of 

Chataif or ftatedt cohtamed fix dnts provinces; and the latter 
diltiiigtiUhed by the name of Mangi, which contains the other 
fdne. Ctmbniu, or," as it i^th been fince called, Pe-lingt was 
the Capital of the 'one, and Nang-kmg that of the other 
We have already given the name and fituatioii of thofe prO- 
tmdeon- idnces which compofe thbvaft tcrritoiy; and»iliaU only.ob- 
JleUated’. ferve here, that, as they divided the whole heavens into 28 
conllellatiotts, 'fo they did their provinces; each of-which 
latter th^y placed tinder one of the former, without leaving 
any of them for 'the reft of the globe. To each, province 
they allowed not only an unreafonable length and breadth ; 
but liketvife dignified them with fome fwollen title, anfwa-- 
able to thofe which tliey gave to the empire in general* They 
have indeed been taught lince, by the Europeans, a better 
fort of aftronbmy and geo^-aphy, and how to judge more 
fheir truly of the reft of the world j but it muft be owned, that, 
gree* ad- till thoi, the great advantages they enjoyed above thofe few 
vantages nations they knew, might naturally enough infpire ^hem with 
ever other jjjat parftal value and opinion they had w their own. 
nations. Their country is fo divided by art and nature frean 
the reft of the world, as* if delligned to have been ftiU con- 
Jionu de- tained wltlfn its own limits 4 b^ig bounded, as was lately 
fended, hinted, on the eaft and Ibuth, by the ocean ; on tlw 
weft, by defarts and inaccej(fible mountains; .and, on the 
north, by a 'wtdl of fuch length, Iwight, and ftrength, that 
it is juftly'^efteeined the greateft piece of art that the world 
can boaft Or:. 4 b that the coa^s along the fea being defended 
either by prodigious high rocks, flieives, andfmall iflands,'Or 
by a vaft number of fea-ports equally ftrong and commodions ; 
and their frontiers on the weft and north by fortified ,tQ!wns^ 
caftles, and other fortrelfis, and %gc garrifons ; it ieems a* 
if \he,Chiii(^e mbnarchs had had no qtlMr vicWtd^ .lO:feciire 
themfelves from jdl foreign invafions, .without,any d«6gfnof 
enlarging thdr' doininiotis beyond thofe limits. Their hiftory 
hath however Ihewn us, that, they were miftalfiEndnb<lth;:eh«r 
reckonings; fince they haycl not only been more than once 
Conquered by the Tartan, .undo* whofe dominion ihey now 

* Vid not. (F), & auift. ibi citat, 

ar<^ 
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ap;d themfelves have alfo been obilge4 to 4ieu: 
conqtt^ k^oibme of the Tartarian provihcesi^ in order to 
present the frequent and dreadful Incurilons they made bn tlietn 
from that ftde, notwUhftandiim their ibrongbar^.; ajll^hich 
fafEcieady fhews the fhortneS of human fbrecali'/lince it 
was their too great confidence In theTci and foiae Oth^* advan¬ 
tages we are going to mendon, that Ivdl^ th^ into that 
Aate of luxury aiid*indolence which ntade them fall To eafy a 
prey into the hands of their warl^e nqghboiirs, when they 
the leaft thought of it, or were able to make head againll 
them. 

* Another advantage, for which this' country has hceoFeJi mm- 
famed from the earlieft times, was, the vaft number of xX&berefin^ 
inhabitants. It doth not indeed appear to u| to have been fo habitants, 
foon peopled as the Chinefe records affirm ; much lefs to have 
been fo immenfely populous fo few ages aher the flood ai Is 
there pretended; the contrary of which we have, we think, 
fully proved in a former volume ® ; but, that it became fo in ‘ 
procefs of time, there is not the leaf! doubt to be made, if 
we confider either the vaft quantity and largenefs of their 
cities, towns, and villages, which, in moft provinces, “are fo 
thick, and clofe to each other, that the whole feems but one 
continued town, and all of them fwarming with inhabitants; 
every one employed in fome manufkfturc, trade, or fome 
kind of traffick or work; or thdr roads from place to place, 
which are crouded with paflengers night and day, with coaches, 
carri^es, waggons, and fometimes with whole caravans, all 
of them employed in carrying on fome ufeful commerce, and 
in conveying all forts of merchandizes, provillons, and other 
wares, from one end of the kingdom to the other; or the 
vafl landing armies that are kept in conflant pay, and the nu¬ 
merous gairifons they are forced to maintain on their frbn- 
tiers and fea-ports; or, laftly, from the regiflers that are regu¬ 
larly kept bqth of their forces, and of the red of tlie na¬ 
tion. 

According to thefe, we are told by fome authors, that Jrm/. 
the number of families, exclufive of foldiers, and thofe that 
pay no taxes to the government, amounted to 11,502,872; 
but, including the army, the whole nun|ber of mzdes was 
computed to amount to 59,? 88,364: the army, then, con- 
iiflcd 902,054 men, who jguarded the frontiers, and 
5189,167 horfes, always ready ^ auxiliary forces^ Mdes ff(,ry},Sig, 

* Sec Univerfal Hiftory, vo!. xx. p. 210, & feq. & 252, & 

• feq. 

7 ^ 7.970 
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767,970 men kept m thdr garrifoas " (G), To thefe iVirry- 
quoted ifi the jiafl; note, adds 564,200 horfea mwe, 
mainlined hy the emperor, to fupply*his troops, or to ferve 
for pofts and meflengers on pub&:- mid extraordinary occa- 
fions. For thdfe, as well as for the accommodation of 'the 
mandarins, and other oiEcera of the court, that are fent to 
different puts of the empire, there are reckoned 1145 
or places of entertainment t lb that, updH the whole, to fpeak 
in theftyle of one dF their natives (H), the Chinefe empire is 
fo ifnmenjkfy populous, that its inhabitants are not' to be com- 
puUd by thoufands, but by millions ; and, if we may believe 
the accounts of fome of the jefuit miflionaries, fomc of their 
capital cities contain little lefs than two millions of inhabic- 
aiits®. 

iBaroes number of barges, and thofe very capacious ones, 

shat fufply appointed by the government for the conveyance of provi- 
Fe-king. fions, filks, rice, and other nccelTaries, from the fouthern pro¬ 
vinces to the metropolis of Pe-king, amount to 9999; which 
number is ftriftly kept tip, not fo much out of a fuperftitious 
fondn^fs for that number, if we may believe thofe writers, 
as becaufe it carries a much greater found, than if, by the 
addidon of one more, they were to make it a complete 10,000. 
Thus much may fuffice to give our readers an idea of the popu- 
Pajl num- loufnefs of this vail empire: we might indeed add to it the many 
bersliving myriads of families which live almoft continually on the water- 
along the coafts, on the rivers and canals; and carry on a 
ccmfiderable traiHck on their large flat-bottom boats, or, as 
they call them, floating villages; and are reforted to from 
thole that live at land in fuch vaJH crouds, that they appear like 

" MaCAILLAK, Le COMPTS, La MAkTlNlERC, & al. *Na> 
VARETTA, Dio»-K.oo, Gemel, Martin. & al. (up. citat- 

(G) This prodigious account convert, who had been era- 
is in a great meafiire confirmed ployed by fome of the court 
by Niewhoff, pfho attended tlie mandarins to write an accurate 

ambaiTy into China ; and furvey of the then ftate of Chi- 
who tells us, that, at that dme, na. His account was flnee 
the regifters made the num- brought into Europe by his ex- 
ber of families to amount to cellence Mr. Izbrands Ides, who 
10,090,792; and that of the %as fent ambalTador frdib the 
fighting men to 55,416,476, in- late czar, Peter the 'Great, to the 
eluding horfe ai;d foot, garri- court of Cbint^, Anm 1694, and 
fons, yc. is highly recommended by him 

(H) The writer hqre meant (izj. 
was c^led Dionyjius Kao, a Chi- 

(i») 'RuJU', amhajf, p, 115, GT fij*LenJ. edit. 4f», 1706, 

4 ftf 
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fo mkny fairs kept on that element: but .thefe we £hall find a 
more proper occafion to fpeak of in the fequel. 

We lately hinted, that tMs country doth fo abound with Kumheref 
cities, that a man is fcarcely got out of one, but he^ enters their cities 
into the fuburbs of another. We Ihall defer, however, the andfort- 
further defeription of them, till we come fpeak of the 
feveral provinces they belong to : in the nwan as we 
are now upon the ftl^eft of the ftrength aa^ pojoiloufnefs 
of this vaft empire, it wili not be amils to give our readers 
the film of them at one \new, and according to thdr rank : 
together with their other fortrefies and firong'holds, as they 
are fcattered through the whole; fome within the heart of the 
provinces, to guard the roads; others on the mountainous 
parts, to fupprefs the robbers and freebooters; and a third 
fort to guard the frontiers on the weft and north fide, efpe- 
cially on the latter, againft the Tartars. The number of 
them, as it was taken by father Magaillarit out of a Chinefefi^‘”^ 
book, compiled by an expert mandarin for the ufe of the go- 
vemment, is As follows: V'alled towns, 4402 ; and thefe are 
divided into two orders, viz. civil and military, of yhich 
2045 belong to the former, and 2357 to the latter. The 
civil arc again divided into three different ranks, ftiled by the 
Chmefc FH (or, as they pronounce that word, Fbo)^ CheWf and 
Hym\ of which, 175 are reckoned of the firft rank, ftyled 
F{i% 270 of the fecond, or Chew ; and 160 of the third or¬ 
der, or Hyen. 

The military ones are diftinguifhed into feven different Military 
ranks ; of which, 629 are reckoned of the firft, 560 of the ones. 
fecond, 311 of the third, 300 of the fourth, 150 of the 
fifth, 100 of the fixth, and 300 of the feventh. Father 
Le Compte tells us, that rooo of thefe only are reckoned of 
the firft rank; and that their ftrength rather confifts in thdr 
fituation, and numerous garrifons, than in the ftoiitnefs of 
their outworks p (I). Some of thofe military cities are afiigned 

to 


r Le Compte, ubi fupra, letter 3. 


(I) It may not be amifs to 
obferve here, that Kao the Chi- 
tiefe^ mentiofied in the lall note, 
doth from our mandarin 
in the number of thefe cities, 
and makes the whole number of 
them to amount to but 1700; 
and Navaretttt only to 1536, 
that is, 148 of the iirft rank. 


239 of the fecond, and 1149 of 
the third. Other authors dif¬ 
fer dill more from him, and 
from each other; which (hews 
eithe*- that they took their ac¬ 
count fiom different furveys, of 
perhaps from report, or that 
there may have happened fome 
changes in the ranks of thofe 

cities. 
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td this fdldiery; together with a of Jadd m chdr 

neighbourhood, for their imaiiitsnanab. As to the ca&lesHon 
the oKills, '^ich ai% computed at 439, Several xA them are>- 
very ahd cmne little Ihort of dties for the num¬ 
ber of th^ Inhabitants; and all x& them Arong by nature 
Twmit and art, and defended by good garrKbns: belides which, 

ire. they reckon ho lefs than 2920 towns, or boroughs, alot^ the 

fea-coafts, moft of diem • equal m bign&jla to walled towns. 
The inland terwns and villas, we« are told, are almofl; num- 
berleis, and every-where crouded with inhabitants. From 
alfjihcfe the emperors receive an imm«ife income, as will be 
fecn in the fequd; there bring but thirty-mo that are wholly 
exempt from taxes; and thele, being governed by their own 
lords, or petty kings, are however obliged to pay a kind of 
homage, or perhaps fome fmall tribute, to the court 
tiffial ai- To this vaft number of their dties and fortrdics, and the 
pontages immenfe one of its inhabitants, if we add their prodigious 
cftheCMv vvealth, brought in by fuch a vaft quantity of hands continu- 
nele m^n- ejnpJoyed cither in a foreig j or domeftic tonimen c, in a 
great variety of rich and curiov s -nanuradlurcs, lUid ingt iious 
handicraft trades ; in the cultivating of the moft fertile, or 
improvement of the moft barren, lands; in digging up of 
gold, lliver, copper, and other metals and minerals, from the 
bowels of their many rich mines, belldes a great variety of 
diamonds, and other precious ftones ; if to thefe we add the 
excellent fituation of it for commerce, the richnefs and vaft 
extent of it abroad, the many navigable rivers and number- 
Jefs ipahals for carrying it on at home ; the infinite variety of 
thrir carriages both by land and water; the healthinefs and fe- 
renity of thrir climate, and induftryof the inhabitants, the en¬ 
couragement given to it as well as to the arts and fciences, by 
its politic government, and the happy genius of the nation for 
promoting and improving every kind and branch of them | 
or, laftly, the vaft power and riches of the fovereign, the 
excellence of thrir laws and government, and th. ; emarkable 
fbndnefs of the people for that as well as for inuent laws, 
cuftoms^, religion, ijc .; it will no longer appear furprifing, 

^ Le Comets, ubi fup. & p. 2 . lett. 1 . Maoaillan, Kao, 

& ah 

cities. We. hare followed that newer accounts publiih^ by Du 
of the mandarin above tnen* Halde ; as will farther appear, 
tioned, on the authoriqr erf" Fa- when we come to give the num- 
ther Maguillok^' as being the her of them belonging to each. 
nsoCl likely to be aatbentic, aifd diftbtft pfoviltce. 
ia«ing the moft agreeable to the * 

that’ 
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thw an ‘whidi enjoyed fucih n vailt numllKr of advan- 
taj^) {houM have mainlined itfelf Iti fudh a hel^^t of Vtreal^ 
aM fplendor during fuch a long fenes ages. The ^wonder 
vdU rather he, how they came, after fo long and glottons a • 
condanance, tod^enerate fof^from thdr vaiovr and poli- 
^ • tics* as to hBa their whde 'country to be ovdf-run and ccto- 
! quered* and thdr monardiy overturned, in almoli as fevf 
^ years as it had flodd thoulands. But, before we come to 
; [peak of that ilrange event,* and the changes it hath wrought 
. in that vaft empire, it will be necefiary, according to our ufoal 
method, to give a general defeription df the country, and <4 
evdry thing that is moft remarkable in it. ^ 

SECT. II, 

A topographical Defeription of the Fifteen Provinces 

of China. 

'^HE ftuatl , limits, and divilion, oi rht Chinefe fifteen 

et. pire, hath bcL-n r ar the bepnning of th* lafl: provinces 
I fetflion; where we mentioned its being divided into ^fifteen deferihed^ 

, p ovinces, viz. fix flyled northern, and nine fouthern (exdu- 
iive of that of LyaU'^tong, which, being fituate without the 
wall, will be tpoken of in a more proper place); the other 
fifteen are reckoned in the following order: 

I. The province of Pe-cheliy alias Upa-ftiy but moft com- \ . 7 hefre* 
monly called, from its great metropolis, Pe~kingy which is *oince of 
now the feat of the empire, is bounded on the eaft by the Pc-cheli. 
yellow fea j on the north, by the great wall which divides it 
from eaftern Tartary ; on tne \vefl:, by the province of Shan-Ji ; 
and, on the fouth, by thofe of Shang-tang and Ho-nan. U 
is now the firft and chief of the whole empire; and extends 
itfelf, in a kind of triangular form, from the 36th to the 
41ft degree rf latitude, and from the 113th to the 119th of 
eaft longitud. It is divided into nine diftrifts, each of which 
is under its ;.A! ‘tal city, ftyled by the Chinefe FHy or city of 
the firft rani: ^ from which a number of other cities depend (A),, 

viz, 

(A) It will be ncceffary here named Chevjzn^Hyeny becaufe 
to obferve, bnee for all, that each of them depend on their 
every province in the Chinefe refpeftive Fu, as here our baili* 
empire is divided into a nom- wicks, cr inferior courts, do on 
ber of diHrids or jurifdiftions, the fuperiof ones. The prefi- 
called by the Chinefe Fu, or city dent of the lUpreine court is 
Of the firft rank. On thefe de- ftyled Chi fuy or governor of m 
pend A fort of diftri^, city of the firft rank, the next in . 

order 





*rh cli- 
mate, foil, 
emipro- 
iuB. 




Central 
vievj of 
them. 
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ViZ, 20 of the i^ond raok^ or Chew ; and t20 die d^hdi 
or Hyen ; befides a great many krge towns, and villages 
without number*. 

This province, though the moft northern next to that of 
LyaU’tong, in the whole empire, is blellM with a very dear 
air; and, tho, extedive cold in winter, ei^oys a very ierene 
Iky, which is (eldom overcaD; with any douds, even daring 
that hard ieafen. Therainsarenot very frequent $ but diat 
defi^ h amply compenfated by the fruitful dews. The coun¬ 
try a^rds but little rice; but abounds with other grdns, 
pttiie, and variety of cattle. The inhabitants are flout and 
warlike; but are more unpoUlhed and ignorant than in the 
fouthem provinces. The rivers are often frozen, more or 
leTs, ho'C, h^om Niwember to March ; and yet the weather is 
nodiing fo piercing as it is in Eure^e, under the ^e di-‘ 
mate. 

This province reckons about 140 cities, amongfl which 
thofe flyled Fd, or of the firfl rank, are. Peeking, al Shun- 
tven-fH, the metropolis of the whole, under which are twenty- 
nx (hflrids, or cities of the fecond and third rank; viz. fix 
’ of the fbrmer, and twenty of the latter; whofe names we 
fhall not trouble our readere with, much lefs with their de- 
feription, which would fwdl beyond our bounds. It will be 
fumcient to add here, to what we have faid of their large- 
nefs, opulence, and populoufnefs, that they are for the moll 
part bi^t of a fquare or oblong-fquare form, as much as the 
ground would permit. Their walls are high, thick, and 


* Lb Compte, ubi tup. letter 3. Du Hai.de, p. 65, & feq. 
£c al. fnp. ckac. 


order Chi-chew, and the]aft Chi 
Hyen. Hence in every F£ there 
is always a ^uanfu, or manda* 
Hn with the title of Chi-fu, and 
at .leaft another with that of Chi- 
Hyen. But in the great cities 
of all, whofe territories are fo 
large as to be divided into two 
infaior diflri^, each of thefe 
have their paiiicalarC&i-jF^m. 

When menriou is made here 
of a Hyen, or city of the third 
rank, me reader moll not fop- 
pole it to mean a diftrsA of 4 

(i) Set Du IMit in EnglW, f, 3, 
Jtt{, ^ ^ »l. 


fmall extent, there being many 
of them of 6o, 70, or even 80, 
leagues in circuit, and which 
pay feveral millions into the em¬ 
peror’s treafury (1). Neither 
mull it be imagined, that thofe 
other towns, wmch are excluded 
from any* rank, are inconiider- 
able ones, there being many of 
them as large as dries; tberea- 
fon of their being.denied that 
title, is, becaofe they ^ encorn- 
paired with neither walls Aor 
oitches,' as the cities an (a). 

fij U. p. 67, Vii. tt U Cemplet 

h<i2g. 
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flrong, aiioriKd with lofty towers. The gates are fpadous, 
deep, and ftately ; and the great ftreets ftrait and broad, and 
interfered wth others which crofs them at right angles, and 
both fidcs filled with houfes. The fqnarcs, or piazzas, are 
wide, and adorned with noble llrudlures; and fomc of theib^ 
as well as feme of their ftreets, with triumphal arches, and 
other decorations, particularly with ftately towers, fome round, 
others orogonal, i^9m fix to nine ftories high, embellilhed 
with galleries, carvings, ^ding, and variety other orna« 
ments (B). 

The city-walls are moftly high and ftrong, and encom- 
pafTed with broad ditches, fome dry, and others filled with 
water. As for their edifices, efpeci^y their public buildings, 
fuch as their temples, palaces, monafteries, drc. they ^e more 
remarkable' for their vaft extent, than for their magnificence. 

Their private houfes are likewife large, but low, few of them 
exceeding one ftory in height, and without any windows to¬ 
wards the ftreet. The Ihops are delightfully fet out with all Shops fni^_ 
their rich merchandizes, fuch as china-ware, filks, japan cabinets, ly fet out, 
fereens, and other fuch goods, with great variety of gold and 
filver work, jewels, and all other commodities both dofhcftic 
and foreign. Before each door ftands a pedeftal, to whi^ is 
faftened a board, from 20 to 22 feet high, on which is cither 
carved, painted, or gUt, the ftiopkeepcr’s name, his fign, and 
fome of his principal wares, with thefc words at the foot, 

Pft-htiy in large charafters, that is, he will not cheat you. 

This double row of pilafters, fet up at equal diftances, yields 
likewiie a very agreeable profpeft The misfortune is, that Streets 
thofe ftreets that are not paved (and few of them are fo in ei «4 

China) prove fo dufty in dry and windy weather, that it is 
not only very ofFeniive to the vaft crouds that continually 
throng them, but hurtful likewife to the fine merchandizes 

^ Lfi CoMPTE, ubi fup, letter 3. Du Halos, ubi fup. p. 64. 

(B) We lhall, for the fatif- the reft ; as they, generally . 
faAion of our readers, find a fpeakiog, oMcrvc pretty much 
proper place for giving them a the fame fymmetry in their 
Iketch of oneor.two of themoft form, buildings, fjfr. That of 
curious of them, by way of Pe kinge efpecially, which is the 
fample, when we come to fpeak metropolis of this province, and 
of their artificial rarities; as the prefent feat of th^ empire, 
likewife fpr deferibing fome few deferving a more particular no- 
of their moft confiderable cities, tire, will be deferibed at the 
public ftruftures, in the clofe of this article, and the 
courfe of this feflion, fo as to others in their covfe. 

^ve them a fufiicient idea of 

Mod. Hist. Vol. VIII. 
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that arc expofed; infomuch that they are obliged to cover 
them with fome fort of cloths, to prevent their being fj^iled. 
Thefe clouds of duft, which are flHl increafed by multitudes 
of horfes, chaifes, carts, waggons, and other carriages, not 
only flick upon their filken clothes, and fpoil the line iuflre 
of them, efpe^iially thofe made of fattin, which they com¬ 
monly oil, to give it a better glofs *, but penetrate even into 
their very houfes and clofets, though thfey have no windows 
towards the flreets; fo that, take what care they will, their 
furniture is quite covered, and the people almoft choaked, 
with it. They do indeed endeavour to prevent it as much 
as poffible by frequent watering of the flreets; but they are 
cither foon dried, up again, or elfe become dirty and miry. 
In rainy weather they are flill more incommodious on that ac¬ 
count ; fo that, winter or fummer, they are very troublefome, 
and even unhealthy, to walk in. This great inconvenience is 
not confined to their inferior cities, but runs thro’ all their 
piofl conl'derable ones, and even to the very capital itfelf 
as the reader may fee by the defeription we are going to give 
of it. 

Cities of province are, l. Shun- ' 

the firjl tien-fU^ finee called Pe-king \ 2. Pau-ting-fu \ 3. Ho-kyen- 
rank, 4. Ching-ting-fti •, $. Shun-te-fu \ 6. ^tang-pmg-fn\ 

7. Tay-nnng-fu\ 8. 7 ung-ping-fu: 9. Swen-iuhafu. 

1 Pe-king fince ftyled Pe-king^ or the norih- 

^efribed. court. Oil account of its being become the imperial refi- 
dence, and metropolis of the whole empire, is pleafantly litu- 
ate on a large and fertile plain, under the 40th degree of 
north latitude, and 1170 30' ©f eafl longitude, alxmt twenty 
miles fouth from the great wall. It was formerly of a fquare 
figure, and about four leagues in compafs: but, fince the 
conquefl of the empire by the Tartars^ the Chinefe being ex¬ 
cluded out of it, and permitted to build a new one adjoining 
to it, it is now of an oblong fquare form, and about fix 
leagues of 3600 paces in circuit; or rather is become two 
Old and cities, the old one of W'hich is called the Tartar, and the 
city, other the Chmefe, towm; and this lafl, tliough the leafl, is 
reckoned the mofl populous (C), 

The 

' ; 

* Ls CoMFTE, ubi fup. La Martinisrb, & al. 

' 

(C) Father Le Compte, wlio as the houfes arc but one ftory 
meafured it by the emperor's high, the ftreets very wide, and 
order, reckons it to be about the imperial palace in k, toge- 
ibur times as big as Paris: but, ther with its parks^ gardens, ca^ 

nals^ 
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The wails of both cities are (lately arid ftrong, being The 
computed by fome 40, by others 50, cubits high, whidi •tualls, 
quite obftruft the fight of their firieft and ftateliefl edifices, 
and are thick enough for federal men on horfeback to ride 
abreall upon them: they are moreover flanked with flately 
towers, at the diftance of a bow-fhot from*each other, and 
all kept in good repair; a hdrfemari may afcend thofe of the 
new city by means of a ramp, or flow afcent; and in feveral 
places there are houfes built to ferve for a corps de garde ; 
and fome of the towers are Capacious enough to lodge a corps 

referve. 

The gates are nine in number; three on the fouth front, Sttitefy 
and two on the other three fides. Their flrufture is altogether gates, 
magnificent, and beyond any thing we fee in Europe (if we 
except the architefture). They are of a furprifing height; 
and inclofe a f'paclous court within four flout walls; over 
two of which, viz, on the city and country fide, are built 
(lately lodgings, or rather caftles, which yidd a very noble 
profped:, being about eight or nine (lories high, each flory 
being perforated with Windows and loopholes. The toweft 
(lory is a large hall for the officers and foldiers, who are 
cither upon duty, or going to be relieved ; and before fome 
of thofe gates, in the city of Chmg-ting-f&, is feen a fpacious 
area, or parade, about 360 ftet, encompafled by a femicir* 
cular wall of the fame height with thofe of the city. 

The (Ireets are fpacious and beautiful to a great degree, be- Nohk 
ing all laid out with the line, and mo(l of them at leafl a league ftreets : 
in length, and about 120 feet wide, with (hops for the mo(l part 
on both (ides ; but the houfes, which are but one (lory high, 
bear no proportion with the largenefs of the (Ireets ; however, thronged 
they are very fpacious within, and fo crouded witli inhabitants, ’with pca-^ 
that it is furprifing to fee what a number of families they 
hold. This makes the city to be fo thronged with people, 

nals, fjTc. take up a vafi extent whole, that each of thofe capt- 
of its ground, he doth not take it tals contain about two millions 
to lodge a much greater quan- of people (3}; which, if true 
tity of inhabitants than that re-king, is near double the 
French capital; though he owns, number at lead of what will be 
at the fame time, that the inha- found either in Parisj or eVen 
bitants of Be-king hardly take in Londout which is allowed the 
op half the room in their lodg< bigger, and more populous, of 
Inga that the Parifians do : he the two (4). 
computes, however, upon the 

• Cl) te Ctnfte, tiii fup. 


(' 4 ^ See Maitland’* and ether Survey* 
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as wdl'as horfes, mules, cancels, aflcs, carts, waggons, 
that many* of our great cities in Europe are fei(l to look like 
folitades, in comparifon with them : infomuch that people of 
quality are forced to have men oq horfeback to clear the w^y 
before them; and the very tradeiinen chufe to ^ide in thyi^ 
chaifes, not only^ to break throtigh the crouds, bqt likewife to 
avoid the dull and dirt of the llreet (D). Wfeu i§ JQorc fur- 

** prifing. 


(D) We lately took notice, 
that moil cities in China, for 
want of being paved, labour 
alternately under thefe two in- 
conveniencies: which is not a 
little furprifing in a country 
feemingly io well regulated in 
every thing clfe, and much more 
fo to fee lo noble a metropolis as 
this is more plagued with them 
than any other; at leaft this 
was the condition in which Fa¬ 
ther Lc Compte tound it when he 
was there (5). However, we 
are informed that it hath been 
redtihed lince ( 6 ); and that 
not only every citizen is obliged 
to fwcep. before his door, but 
that the very foldiers are em¬ 
ployed to keep the new city 
clean, even when the emperor 
is abfent; fo that it is chiefly 
the old city, which, by reafon of 
the narrownefs of its ilreets, is 
more neglected, and left to lie 
in mud and dirt. 

As(o the city in general, there 
may indeed be many caufes af- 
flgned f r its being more croud- 
ed and thronged than an} of the 
red, befldcs the vafl number of 
its inhabitants. 

Forj 1. Great multitudes of 
pe ople daily refort thither from 
all the adjacent parts for many 
miles round, who bring all man¬ 
ner of proviflons to its market. 

z. As no river comes up to 
the city, all kinds of merchan¬ 


dizes, and all mai^ner of qther 
neceflaries, that are pouring in¬ 
to it from morning ^to mght, 
mull come thither by land car¬ 
riage, which fills their ilreets 
with continual droves of carts, 
waggons, and beaftsof burden ; 
infomuch that, at the opening of 
the city gates in the morning, 
they are fo thronged with them, 
that maqy of then;i muH wait 
fome hours before they can get 
in. 

3. The great concourfe of 
quality that flock to the court, 
and the great retinue that at¬ 
tends them, the mandarins, and 
other oflicers, in their formali¬ 
ties, the princes of the blood, 
and other perfonsof difllndlion, 
who are always efcorted with a 
numerous train of horfemen and 
fervants, do all contribute more 
orlcfs to fill up the Ilreets, fo as 
to make the city appear more 
full of inhabitants than it really 

To all thefe we may add the 
vail numbers of carmen, porters, 
chairmen, and otherpeople, that 
ply the ilreets; and a much 
greater of handicraitfmen, fuch 
as taylors, fmiths, brafiers, car- 
penters, 6’r. who are obliged to 
go about in quefllof bufinefs } 
for, as fewof them work.at home, 
but at their caftomers hou&s, 
great crouds of them muft be 
iuppoied to turn out daily in 

• (^J See Dm Baldif f, 67. 

fuch 
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prifing. Is, fJiat, alBbtong thoft vaft throngs of mea, there is 
rtot a Wcttriati to be feen. The ftreets, as every-where elfe, fheir 
have lUl thHr proper names, and the great ones of all tome names. 
pompdtiS ottfe; fuch as, the ftreet of the king’s relations, of 
the white aftd the nobleCl of all is ftyied the ftreet of 

eternal reft. • 

ThIs laft, which runs from eaft to wgft, is terminated at Tom. 
die north end with the walls of the imperial palace; and, on 
the oppoiite fide with the city tribunals, and thepala^ of men 
of quality. Its breadth is computed about fixty yards, and 
its length above a league and a quarter; and is adorned on 
each fide with the firieft edifices. All the great ftreets, which Guard, 
run in a ftrait line patallel with the walls from gate to gate, 
have their corps de garde ; where the foldiers, with fwords by 
their fides, and whips in their hands, keep watch day and 
night; and chaftife, without diftinftion, all that caufe any 
difturbance, and confine fuch as make any refiftance. There 
is the fame watch kept in the lelTer or crofs ftreets, which ter¬ 
minate in the great ones, and are ftiut up at each end in the 
night With w^ooden crofs-bar gates, through which the watch 
in the greater ftreets may fee all that pafs in the lefler : and 
both cities arc kept under fuch ftrift regulations, that, except 
the great hurry of the day, occafioned by the throng lately 
mentioned, which ends with or foon after it, every part of the 
town is kept under tlie greateft difciplinc and quiecnefs, peace 
and fafety (E), 

Besides 

fach a city as this, and help to can give a good account of their 
increafe the throng; efpecially errand ; fuch as fetching a phy- 
as many of them, either for fician, furgeon, or midwife, or 
wknt of better employment, or being fenc about the govern* 
natural indolence, will ftand meat's buiinefs. Even thefe 
flaring in large groups at every laft, if their aniwer is fuch as 
juggler and mounteoank they gives ^e officer ary caufe of 

4 ec; or liftening to fortune-tell- fiifpici -n, when queftioned by 

ers and ballad-fingers, which him, are confined in the guard- 
are to be met with in every part room till the next morning, and 
of the town. then brought before a proper 

(E) Each watch is obliged to judge. The officer of the guard 
patrole all the night in their likewife,thatis kepton the high 
ref^eftive ftreets, as foon as the pavilions over the city-gates, 
fignal is^iven for the Ihutting and beat Che watch on large 
of them up at night} fd that no kettle-drums, having full view 
quarrel or difturbance can hap- of all the ftreets, is obliged to 

^ pen, or even people pafs nnper- fend fome of his fiibalcerns to 

'ceived. None are fuffered to examine the quarters belonging 
walk in the night, except they to the gates where they are 

B g poftetL 
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Suburbs, Besides the old and new city above-mentioned, every 
fide hath likewife a capacious fuburb without the walls, of 
which that on the weft fide is the laigeft. The ftrects in 
thefe are built much after ti^e fame manner as tfiofe within, 
being parallel to each other, and to the city-wall, and crofiing. 
each other at pibper diftances : fo that, if thefe be added to 
the reft, the circuit of Pe-king mky be computed to extend 
Hou/es, about 25 miles. The private houfes, b6(h within and with¬ 
out the walls, are low, but deep and long, and moftly built 
with brick, and covered with glazed tiles j which, when the 
fun ihincs upon them, make fuch a glittering as is painful 
to the eye. They make but an indifferent fhew without, ex¬ 
cept in their fine (hops *, but are exceeding neat and conve¬ 
nient within, though neither richly nor elegantly furnifhed, 
and moft of them crouded with families. 

Plenty of What is the moft furprifing of all, in this great city, is 
fill things, the plenty and chcapuefs of all forts of commodities and pro- 
vifions; efpecijijly confidering its vaft concourfe and number 
of its inhabitants, and that it is fituate in one of the moft 
barren^fpots in the empire. But it muft be remembered, that 
, all the merchandizes and treafures of the Indies^ &c, are tranf- 
ported hither from all parts by means of the eaftern or yellow 
fup- fea, and of the royal canals; that feveral tfioufands of the 
fliei. emperor’s veflcls, befides a much larger number of others 
belonging to private perfons, are continually employed in 
fupplying both court and city with every thing that can be 
wifhed for, either for the fupport or pleafure of life ; fo that 
it is a common faying among the Chineft\ that, tliough no¬ 
thing grows about Pe-kingy it never knows the want of any 
fhtgnver^ thing. The governor of the city is the perfon who has the 
uersoj^ce. dirc^ion not only of .the foldiery and guards; but his jurif- 
diftion extends over all the people, in whatever concerns 
the civil ftate, and the public peace and fafety (F). 

It 

polled. All thefe are kept un- often comes upon them when 
der fuch llrift difeipline, that they Icaft expeft him (7).' 
the leall neglect of duty is fe- (F) This grand ofiicer, who. 
verely punilhed the next niqrn- is a Munc^ew Tartar, is ilyled 
ing, and the officers broken for K^u-mn-ti-tu, or general of the 
it; and what keeps them ftill nine gates, and hath a quantity 
more on their ^uard, is, that the of minillers under him, anfwcr- 
governor of tne city, who is able to his great poll. And fuch 
|ikcwil«: obliged to go therounds, ftrift difeipline is obferved under 


( 7 ) Le CamfttfUht fi*o, DuMal^p, uHfnp, f. ^ 7 . Qalj, 
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It is time now to fpeak of (bmeof the public buildings Public edi- 
Which adorn this metropolis; fuch as the imperial palace, ficts. 
temples, monafteries, e 5 rr. We begin with the firft of thenf, 
as being the mod; fpacious and magnificent of all, and one of 
the greateft curiofities in the whole empire. 

It is fituate in the very heart of the TartS- city, fronting fhe mpe- 
the fouth, as all the public buildings theoe generally do ; and rial palace 
is, properly fpeaking, a prodigious group of ^ifices, vaft dejcribed, 
courts, gardens, parks, ponds, dsc. all furrouhded with a 
ftately brick wall, of an oblong fquare form, and confidcrable 
height; and about twelve Chinee li’s, or furlongs, in com- 
pafs. This wall hath battlements along the curtains, and is 
adorned at each angle with little pavilions ,• and over each of 
the gates is another pavilion, ftronger and more lofty than the 
former, and furrounded with a gallery fupported by pillars 
refembling our periftyles; and this laft is properly the palace, 
bccaufe it contains all the apartments of the emperor and his 
family. 

The outward wall which furrounds the inclofure above- ^he outer 
mentioned, is fifteen li’s, or furlongs, in circuit; and thtffpacc i»^lofure, 
between it and the inner is chiefly taken up with the houfes or 
apartments of the chief officers of the emperor’s houftiold, 
with the feveral tribunals, treafury, ftorchoufes, wardrobes, 
and eunuchs belonging to it. Thefe laft, in the time of the Eunuchs 
Chine/e monarchs, we are'told, amounted to 10,000; fupprejjcd, 
were at length become fo powerful and corrupt, that they 
proved the main caufe of their ruin; for which reafon the 
wifer Tartars have £b fuppreiled them by degrees, that there 
is but an inconfiderable number left of them, who are now 
looked upon as an ufelefs and dangerous weight to a court. 

To fome of thefe officers is committed the care of provi¬ 
ding neceffaries for the fervice of the prince; while others 
are to preferve good order, decide the differences, or even 
punifli offences committed by the domeftics of the imperial 
family. Thefe apartments are fpacious and (lately; but 
thofe of the inner inclofure much more fo, being adorned partments 

' defcribtd, 

him, both by the foldiery and Chiuefe ; all which is owing to 
citizens, that one (hall hardly the excellent order which is 
hear, in feveral years, of an kept under him, which makes 
houfe being broken open, or a it next to impolTible for any 
man murdered ; which is. fo fuch crimes to be committed, 
much the more to be admired and the authors efcape their 
among fuch an infinite multi- due punifliment (8). 

, tude and mixture of Tartars and 

(SJ ht Comp/e & 2>u iUldt^ uii fuprSm 
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\^th parlLS, gardens, fumptuous bath^ pleafure-honfes, halls 
of ftate; the whole einbeUUhed with every thing that is de« 
Jh %htful and magnificent; particularly an artificial lake, of 
iial take, about a mile and quarter in compafs, full of variety of fifii, 
and furrounded with fumptuous buildings, gardens, baths. 
In the mijldle of it is the imperial, and a number of 
other barges, for the court to take the diverfion of fiftung. 
Each facade of the double inclofure hath lofty gate, or ra« 
ther three gates, one in the middle, and one at each end j 
the former of which is the moll lofty and rich, and is only 
opened to the emperor ; and the others Hand open from morn- 
([he gates Ing till night, to all comers and goers. Each gate hath a 
ftrt&ly dr?iw-bridge, and a proper guard (G); and none are admit- 

ke$t. ted to go over them but mandarins, officers in the highell 

polls, or fuch as bring an ivory ticket from them, fpecifyiiig 
the bufinefs they* are lent thither for. 

Hall of The great hall of audience, or, as it is llyled by them, 
audiencf. the hall rf the great uniotiy is a lofty building, about 130 feet 
long, and of an almoll fquare form ; the deling of which 
is aJd of carved work, varnilhed with green, and adorned with 
gilt dragons in bas-relief. The pillars that fupport the roof 
are about fix or feven feet in compafs, and embelliflied with 
a kind of raifed work made of palle, and japanned over with 
vermilion. The pavement is covered with a kind of tapeflry, 
and the walls are walhed with a fine Ihining white, but with¬ 
out hangings, looking-glalles, branches, or any other fort of 
^htthrone.^^^^^^^^’ throne Hands in the centre of the hall; and 
coniills of a lofty alcove, very neat, but neither magnificent 


\(G) Some authors have af¬ 
firmed, that the emperor’s ele¬ 
phants Hand guard at thefe 
gates; which cuftom, we are 
fince told, hath been left off,, 
or, which is perhaps more like¬ 
ly, was only a mifiake : for 
thefe creatures are lodged with- 
‘ in the palace, in two very noble 
apartments, or courts, the one 
for the fummer, and the other 
for the winter; thefe lafi are 
not only fmaller, but are kept 
warm like lloves, without which 
they could not bear the rigour 
•f the feafon. 

j&s for the guards of the pa¬ 


lace, they have no other arm*- 
than their broad feymetars, and 
are nothing fo numerous as they 
were in the time of the Cbinefe 
monarchy, the Tartars feeming 
to defpife a great deal of that 
pomp and political grandeur. 
However, they have always a 
vail number of mandarins, and 
other officers of diilin^ion, at¬ 
tending the emperor at all audi¬ 
ences, and other, folemn occa- 
fions; and who pay* him fuch ^ 
profound refpefl by thpir aw¬ 
ful dillance, geilures, and pro- 
flrations, as come very near to 
a kind of adoration of him (9). 
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in ornaments or iaTcriptioas, except that it bears ^ word 
Shingt which fomc writers have tranflafed holy^ tho’ it more 
properly fignifies excelhnt, moji luifs or jftrfeii. On the piat» 
formJbefore it Aands a very large and thick velTel of l^fs^ 
wherein are burnt Ibme fine j»rfumes during the whole cerc^ 
mony ; and candlefiicks, cafi in the (hape of ifiirds, are made 
to hold a number of lighted flambeaux. On this platform, LeJferhaJh 
which is continued northward beyond the hall of audience, behind the 
are reared two lefler halls, which are hid by the former ; one great cm. 
of them is a handfome rotunda, with windows all around, and 
Ihining with vamifh of divers colours ; and here they fay, the 
emperor repofes iometimes, either before or after the audience, 
and changes his clothes % " 

But the moft magnificent of all is, that which they ftyle 
the innermoft court of all; and in which the emperor and 
emprefs, his wives of the fecond rank, and fome of his fa¬ 
vourite concubines, live, in all imaginable fplendour and de¬ 
light. This court is not only the moft magnificent, but the 
Joftieft of all; as the others are raifed one higher “than the 
other, the nearer they approach to this. The afeenf ^to it, 
from the next, is by a flight pf fix fleps on all fides, fur- 
rounded by a noble balufirade, adorned with lions, dragons, 
and other embellilhments. In this lafl: quadrangle, amongft 
other infignia of the Chinefe magnificence and luxury, fbinds 
a tower of gilt brafs, fourteen or fifteen feet high, finely 
wrought, in which were conftantly burnt the moft coftly 
gums and pei fumes, the fmoke of which came out at a^reat 
number of little holes or windows of curious workmanftiip, 
and difperfed itfelf all over the palace : but whether the Tar~ 
tarian monarchs keep up this cuftom conftantly, or only in 
times of audience, and on other folemn occafions, we cannot 
be certain. And thus much /hall fuffice for this fuperb edi¬ 
fice : thofe \\ ho want a fuller defeription, may read it in 
the authors laft quoted. 

Next to the imperial palace, the pagods, or temples, are fhefa- 
the moft fplendid and magmficent, and in the greateft num- gods, or 
ber, both in the city, fuburbs, and parts adjacent: and, in- temples. 
deed, both Chinefe and Tartars, nobles and people, arc fo 
fuperftiiions, that they rear and adorn thefe flruffuFes, at 
immenfe charges, and with vaft numbers of coftly ftatues. The 
roofs are pkticularly remarkable, for the luftre of their yellow 
tiles, numberlefs figures of dragons, lions, and other crea¬ 
tures, curioufly wrought, painted, and gilt, and odier de-' 

' Le Cqmpte, letter ^ MARTiniERf, fub roc. Pc-king. 
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corations, after the Chinefe tafte, and'fome of them fumptubas 
and coftly, beyond defcription. It is obfervable, however, 
that fome of thofe that belong to the Tartars are abhcMred by 
the Chinefe^ and vice verfa (H). Thofe that are in the country 
about, commonly ftand on eminences, either natural, or reared up 
artificially, with a great deal of coft and labour, and, by their 
height, and fumptuous ornaments, yield a moil; delightful 
profpe^. As it would be endlefs to dwell upon a defcription 
of them, we ftiall give a ficetch of one of the laft fort in the 
margin (I), and content ourfelves with defcribing here that of 
the Sun; which is a very curious edifice, not only on account 
of its richnefe and grandeur, but as it is that to which the em¬ 
peror repairs once a year, at the entrance of that planet into 
the winter folftice; not with that pomp, fplendor, and nu¬ 
merous retinue, that ufually attends him on other folemnities. 


(H) This is partly owing to 
the difference of their deities, 
ilatues, and way of worfhip. 
But what is moil (hocking to 
the CMneftt ib, that the Tartars 
have fome of their idols carved, 
or painted, naked; for the for¬ 
mer profefs an utter averfion 
to all fach nudities, either in 
temples, houfes, or in any other 
way j and, upon that account, 
were highly offended at the 
drefs of the Europeans^ as dif- 
coveringtoo much of the naked- 
nefs of the body, which they, on 
the conti'ary, llrive to conceal, 
by their lone gowns, wide 
fleeves, breeches, and boots. 
Much more, confequently, muff: 
thofe naked idols, fo com¬ 
mon among the Tartars^ appear 
(hocking to them. There is, 
among the reft, in this metro¬ 
polis, a lately Tart art an temple, 
in which the Deity is reprefented 
in the figure of a naked man, 
of an extraordinary bignefs, and 
which it would be a fcandal for 
any Chinefe to fet his foot into. 

(I) This furprifing edifice is 
built on an artificial mountain, 
raifed in the form of a fugar- 
Iqaf, of fuch a height and Eig- 


nefs, and with fuch tranfverfe 
perforations, or chafms, that it 
looks like a huge parcel of 
mountains thrown one upon an¬ 
other, with horrid caverns be¬ 
tween the interilices, and the 
whole fo rough, that it can 
hardly be behesd without dread. 
But the Cbinefct it feems, are 
fond of fuch monftrous curiofi- 
ties of art. 

On the top of the mountain 
flands the temple above-men¬ 
tioned, which is likewife very 
lofty and fpacious, and richly 
built. Near it is reared a ftatcly 
tower, of molt curious work- 
,manlhip,of a round form, twelve 
ilories high, with galleries, win¬ 
dows, and other decorations, 
like thofe that are commonly 
feen in fome of their cities, a 
tafte of which we fhall give 
oaf readers, in a proper place. 
Bound the uppermoft gallery 
of all, are hung, by long chains, 
or wires, fifty bells, -which are 
fo eafily moved, by the leaff; 
Mail of wind, that they keep 
a continual tinkling pight and 
day, and are feen aqd heard 
at a great diflauce. 


but 
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but In a pldn homely drels; without gold, jewels, or ei^ 
the yellow garments,^ which colour is peculiar to the imperial 
family, , 

This vaft and noble pile of building (lands ubout half a Thetemfe 
mileb-om theead gate of the city, and is furroonded with a 
wall, near a mile in circuit. Within this inclofi*re, are reared 
feveral (lately apartments, and groups of lofty trees, and ia 
the centre a fpacious round hall, of a confiderable height. 

The dome, or roof, is fupported by eighty-two columns, cu- 
rioufly painted with gold and azure, reprefenting the (ky. 

Hither the emperor repairs, at the feafon, and in the homely 
garb, above-mentioned, and facrifices a great number of bul¬ 
locks, rams, goats, hc^s, 6c. The whole ceremony is per¬ 
formed in a proper manner, to exprefs the deeped humility. 

The three other temples, for the other cardinal points, are no 
lefs curious and rich, arid dand at the fame diliance without 
the wall, each at it proper point of the compafs from it; and 
in thefe are likewife performed fome particular ceremonies, at 
the fan’s entrance into each of thofe cardinal (igiis. Belides 
thefe, they have alfo a number of others, for the fun, mooq, the 
fevcn planets, twelve (igns, twenty-eight condeliatlons; and aa 
infinite variety of others, both public and private, which wc 
have not room to mention; and (hall conclude this head with i>f the 
a remarkable ceremony, which is performed yearly, at tliat EarA, 
which is called the temple of the Earth, and by every new mo** 
narch, upon his acceflion to the throne; and is as follows; 

Immediately after his coronation, he is conduced, with Armarl-o 
all the royal formality, to this temple, which dands on the alle cere- 
wed fide of the city, and at a fmall dijftance without the wall. m»ny per- 
Here he diveds himfelf of his imperial robes, and deaths him-y^'**»'^^ h 
felf in the habit of a common ploughman, and, in this humble 
guife, proceeds, with his numerous retinue, to a fpot of 
ground, kept for that purpofe, within the cinfture of the 
temple. Here he finds a plough, finely varnifhed and gilt, 
to which two oxen, with gilded horns, are fadened; and 
taking the plough in his hand, drives it the length of two or 
three furrows. Whild he is at this laborious exercife, his 
praprefs, attended with her ladies, prepare fome homely difii 
for his dinner, and bring it to him, into fome private apartment, 
in the mod ordinary velTels, and fit down and eat with him. 

This excellent cudom is of Chne/e extraft, and great anti¬ 
quity, and was defigned to put their new monarch in mind, 
that his revenue was owing to the fweat and labour of his 
fubje^fs j and that he ought to abdain from all fuperfluous 
. Spences, and cafe them of all needlefs burdens *. And thus 

• Le Compte, Ma»tiniere, Du HALDt,ubi (tii* 
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iBtich may ienrcr to give an idea of the pagisdc in this city; 
their and oth(»' reprefentations of .their ddties, mona- 

fteries, dre. will be beft feen, when we ewne to fpeak of th«r 
rd^n. 

^thkmtn't As to iht palaces of the noblemen, mandarins, and other 
iou/ti officea of diiUnflion, they have nothing worth defcribmg, 
mtoH. being all but one ftory high, and rather convenient than 
iumptnons. We are even told, that it would be a crime in 
any c£ them to excel in this way (K). Neither are they nK>re 
curious in furniture, and houftiold ornaments: and, indeed, 
conliderlng how liable they are to be deprived of their digm- 
ties, upon the kaft fufpidon, or didike, it would be impru¬ 
dent for them to do otherwife; becaufe thefe palaces belong¬ 
ing properly to the emperor, whatever additional furniture they 
bring into them mud; remain there, for the ufe dF thofe that 
•fucceed them. 

ITbe imfe- Bxvo&E we leave this metropolis, it will not be unaccept- 
rial obfer- able to our readers, if we give them fomc ftiort account oS 
its fo much beaded imperial obfervatory. The Chinefe had 
fuch opinion of it, we are told ‘, that they thought no¬ 
thing in the nniverfc could come up to it; and feme Eu~ 
ropean travellers, upon their credit, had cried it up to fuch 
a hdght, that one of the mod celebrated mathematicians of 
the royal academy of Punx, hath made no fcruple to repre- 
fent it as one of the greated prodigies of art and ingenuity, 
of beauty and magnificence (L): and yet, when this cele- 

t Lb Comptb, letter 3. Du Halde Englifh, vol. ii. p. 138, 
ii feq. & al. 

(K) Our author {i d) gives us 
an infiance of it, in a chief man¬ 
darin, who having buik him an 
houfe fomething more lofty than 
the reft, was accufed for it be¬ 
fore the emperor, by thofe whofe 
province it was to take notice of 
fuch crimes. Whereupon the 
nobleman, fearful of the event, 
made hafte to pull down the 
houfe, while the bufmefs was 
undci c-amination, amd before 
it was decided againft him. 

(L) His words a»c to this cf- 
feft: “ Nothing in Eatepe is to 
“ be compared to it; whether 
*♦ for the magnificence of the 
** place, or the largenefs of thefe 

lig'j L« Cempttt lttt» 3 ( 11 } U* 


vaft brazen machines, which, 
“ having been, during thefe 
“ 700 years, expofed on the 
“ platforms of thofe large tow- 
** ers, are ftill as fair and intire 
“ as if they were but newly caft. 
“ The divifions of thefe inftru- 
“ ments are moft exari, the dif- 
“ pofition moft proper for their 
“ defign, and the whole work 
“ performed with an inimitable 
“ neatnefs. Ina word,itfeemed 
that China infulted her fitter 
nations, as if, with all their 
learning and riches, they could 
not come up with her in that 
point {11).” 


brated 
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^ted ftrui^ce came to be viewed^' by more proper and oa* 
biaHed judges, it appears to have h^ti of Utde worth as to 
aqtient machines, and lefs as to its fituation; and that all that it^ovtd 
it is now valuable for,* is owing to the improvements which h Father 
were made to it by Fath^ FerM^, a Fkm^ Jdfviit, in high VwMcft* 
repute there, and who caufed a new fet of is^umeatt to be 
made, with extraordinary care, neatnefs, and exaftnefs. The 
difficulty was to get th^ introduced into the obfervatory; 
and fuch was the Chinefe fondnefs for their old defective ones, 
above the moft perfect new ones, that they could never have 
been prevailed upon to admit them, if they had not been 
forced to it, by an exprefs order from the emperor Kang-hL 

This fabric {lands in a court of a moderate extent, and is deferred, 
built in the form of a fquare tower, fuch as were formerfy 
ufed to fortify the city walls, and is contiguous to that of die 
city on the infide, and raifed but ten or twelve feet above its 
bulwark. The afeent up to the top is by a very narrow llmr- 
cafe; and on the platform above were placed all the old in- 
ftruments, which, though but few, did yet take up the whole 
room, till Father Verbieji introduced hi$ new ones, which he 
difpofed in a more convenient order. Thefe are large,' well 
caft, and embellifhed with reprefentations of dragons, drr. 
and, was but the neatnefs of the diviiions anfwerable to the 
work, and the telefcopes faflened to them, according to the 
new methdd, iuftead of pins, they would be equal to thofe oC 
Europe: but the Chinefe artificers were, it feems, either too 
negligent, or incapable of following his diredlions. The 
reader will form a better idea of their difpoiition, as well as 
of the whole platform, by the draught here annexed, and by 
the defeription of the chief inflruments, which he will find 
in the following note (M). As to the old ones, thi^ were, by 

order 

/ 

{M) Thefe are; lines, into 360 degrees, and 

I. An armillary or zodiacal each degree into fixty minutes, 
fyhere, fix feet in diameter and thefe lafl into portions of 
(marked a in the plate), and ten feconds, by fmall pins, 
iupported by four dragons heads, a. An equinodUal fphere, of 

wWe bodies, after fome wind- fix feet diameter (marked ^}, 
ings, are fattened to the ends of fupported by a dragon, caft in 
two brafs beams, laid acrofs, a ileeping potture, whole claws 
that bear tfie whole weight of extend to the four corners of the 
the fphere. Thefe beams are pedeftal. This Jaft, like the* 
fopported by four lions, of the preceding, confifts of two wofs 
fame metal, whofe heads may beams, borne by four fmdl 
be raifed, or lowered, by ferews. lions, which ferve to level it. 

The circles are divided, both The defign is grand, aud well 
in the in and outfide, by crofs executed. 

3. An 
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(H-der of the einperor, fet aiide, as ufelei^ and laid in the 
hall near the tower, where they may be feen through a crofs- 

, barred 


3. An azimuthal horizon 
(marked r), fyc feet in diame^ 
ccr. which confifts of one large 
circle, piaced horizontally.'The 
double ruler, which is juft its 
diameter, and Hides over the 
whole limb, carries round along 
with it an upright triangle, the 
upper angle of which is fa- 
fteiied to a perpendicular beam 
feed in the centre of the hori¬ 
zon . Four twifted dragons bend 
their heads underneath the great 
circle, to keep it firm, whilft 
two others, winding round two 
fmall pillars, raife themfelves 
on either fide, in almoft a femi- 
circi^ar* form, as far as the top 
of the axis, to which they are 
firmly fixed, in order to^ keep 
the triangle fteady and upright. 

4. A large t^uadrant (marked 
</), of fix ftet radius, and gra¬ 
duated at every tenth fecond. 
The lead, whidh fixes it in 
'a vertical pofition, w'eighs a 
pound, and hangs from the 
centre by a very fine brafs-w'ire. 
The alhidada, or ruler, eafily 
Hides round the limb; and a 
dragon, folded in feveral rings, 
holds the parts firmly together, 
left they ftiould ftart from their 
due pofition. The whole body 
of the quadrant hangs in the 
air; and an immoveable axis 
runs thro’ its centre, by which 
it may. be turned towards any 
part of the heavens. And, to 
prevent its weight Ihaking it 
out of its vertical pofition, two 
other beams are raifed, one op 
each fide, and firmly fixed be¬ 
low up n two diagons, and 
faftened to the middle axis by 
carved clouds, which feem to 
defeend from the iky. The 


whole work is firm, and well> 
contrived. 

c. A fextant, of eight feet 
radius (marked e)t reprefenting 
the fixth part of a great circle, 
fupported by an axletrce, whofe 
bafis is concave, and held 
fteady by dragons, and crofTcd 
in the middle by a brafs pillar; 
on the end of which is fixed a 
machine, with wheels, which 
facilitate the moving of the in- 
ftrnment. To the middle of this 
machine is faftened a copper 
bar, which reprefenCs one of the 
radii of the (extant, and keeps 
it immoveable. Its upper part 
terminates in a thick cylinder, 
which is the centre round which 
the ruler turns; and the lower 
part reaches about two feet be¬ 
low the limb, for the engine, 
which ferves to raife and lower 
it, to take hold on. Thefe un¬ 
wieldy machines, however, are 
fo difficult to be moved, that 
they are rather an ornament to 
an obfervatory, than of any ufe 
to an obferver. 

6 , The laft is a celeftial 
globe, of fix feet diameter 
(markedy'), which is the hand- 
fomeft, and beft made, of all 
the reft. The body of it is call 
cxadllyr round in brafs, and 
neatly polithed; the ftars are 
well forined, and in their true 
places, and the circles of a pro^ 
porcionable breadth and thick- 
nefs. It is likewife fo exadlly 
hung, that the leaft force will 
torn it round; infomuch that a 
child may elevate it to any de¬ 
gree, though it weighs above 
2000 pounds. A large concave 
brafs bafis, with a chanel round 
its edges, is fupported by four 

inif-fhapca 
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barred window, all covered with ruft, and buried in obU- 
vion. 

Our author tells us, however, of a gnomon df Chinefe in- ^ 
vention, which is pretty weU contrived, and might be of ufe 
to a careful aftronomer. It is placed in a lower room of the 
fabric, and the flit which lets in the fun’s rays^and is made of. 
two copper-plates fufpended, which, by being moved to and 
fro, do make the entrance larger or fmaller, is horizontally 
placed, about eight feet from the ground. Under it lies a 
table, trimmed with brafs, in the midft of which there is 
ftruck, lengthwife, a meridian line, fifteen feet long, divided 
acrofs by other lines, which are neither exaft nor jfine. On 
the fides they have alfo cut a number of fmall holes, wherein 
to put water, in order to fet the table exaflly horizontal. 

This, and the inftruments above-mentioned, is dl that is re- Five per^ 
markable in tliis famed obfer vatory, in which tha^e are five font em~ 
mathematicians employed night and day, each in a proper apart- ployed in 
ment on the top of the tower, to obferve all that pafles over 
their heads. One of them is gazing towards the zenith, 
the others towards the four points of the compafs, that no¬ 
thing may efcape their notice. Their obfervations fixtend 
themfclves not only to the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
but to fires, meteors, winds, rain, thunder, hail, ftorms, and 
other phacnomena of the atmofphere; and thefe are carefully 
entered in their journals, and an account of them is brought, 
every morning, to the furveyor of the mathematics, and re- 
giftred in his office ". And thus much fliall fuffice for die 

u See Le Compte, Martini ere, Du Halde, and others 
above dted. 

mif-lhapen dragons, placed at centre of the concave, are all 
equal diilances, whofe briftly moved at pleafure, without lUr- 
hair fuflains a magnificent hori- ring the bafis, which ftill conti- 
zon, of a confiderable breadth, nues fixed. This makes it eafy 
and curioully wrought and or- to place the horizon level, fo as 
namented. The meridian, which to interfe£f the globe juft in the 
fupports the axis of the globe, middle. I'he whole is as well 
is upheld by clouds ilTuing out finiihed as if it Ind been done 
of the bafis, and Hides eafily by the beft Eurepcp,; • and, 
between them; its motion be- as raoft of thefe fix machines are 
ingfacilitated by hiddenwheels, ten feet high, they are, for the 
by which the whole globe is convenience of the obfervers, 
eafily turned to any elevation: encompafied widi marble fteps, 
befides this, the horizon, the in the form of amphitheatres, 
dragod, and the brafen beams as the reader may fee by the 
. which crofs each other at the plate (12). 

(12} U CmptOftthi fop* ,Du Bbldtf vtl, p, 13I, & fif* & «/. 

city 



3 * 


Ithe Hijiory of Chma# B. I. 

city of Pc-kmg\ in defcribing which, wc have been the mofe 
di^ife, as it is the metropolis of this vaft empire, and is, as 
it were, the foul of it, which puts in motion, and keeps in 
order, every pai t of it. All that needs be added is, that it 
hath jurifdi^ion over fix cities of #ie fecond, and twenty of 
the third rank, befides the general one which it hath over the 
whole realm, by its fix fupreme courts which fit in it; an ac* 
count of which will be given, when we colne to fpeak of tlwir 
government, ^fhe other head cities of this province, and 
their inferior ones, are as follow: 
z.Thedty PAU-TING-FUf the refidence of the viceroy; which 
hath three cities of the fecond, and feventeen of the third 
ting fu. rank. It hath a lake in the middle of it, which is chiefly 
femed for producing vaft quantities of a fort of flow'ers, called 
by the Chinefe lyen'-wha ; and which the reader will find de- 
fcribed in the margin (N). 

3. HO-KTEN-FUf fo called, becaufe it is feated between 
two rivers, is near four miles in compafs; and hath two cities 
of the fecond, and fifteen of the third rank, under its jurif* 
diftion. 

Chin- 4* XHIN-TING-FU^ feated near a fine river, is of an ob- 
g-fu. long figure, well walled, and near four miles in circuit. It 


(N) This flower fcems to be 
ihe fame with our nymphea, or 
water-lily, which, tho’ little va¬ 
lued by us, is much admired 
and el>eem«i by the Chinefet 
both for its beauty and medici¬ 
nal qualities. The truth is, 
they beftow fo much pains in 
improving it, particularly in 
their artiheial ffiiponds, that it 
grows large, double, and very 
lively in its colours, which are 
commonly a mixture of white 
and violet, or red and white. 

This flower ihoots up about a 
yard or more above the water, 
not unlike 01 >r tulip, and con- 
of a little ball fupported by 
a final 1 filament, much like that 
which is found in a lily ; its 
fmell is pleafanC, and its fruit 
of the bignefs of a hazel-uut, 
and contains a white kernel, ve- 
xy grateful to the tafte; the root 


is knotty, like that of reeds, its 
pith and fubilance very wD-ite. 
There is nothing in this plant 
but what is of fome fervice } 
and they make even a meal of 
it, which they ufe upon I'everal 
occafions. The lesMres are long, 
and float upon the water ; they 
are failened to the root by long 
firings, and are ufed by garden¬ 
ers to wrap their ware in. 

The virtues which the Chintfe 
phyiicians attribute to this plant, 
are, that itis a great refreiher and 
nourifher of nature and a ^yeat 
reftorer of decayed confiitutions. 
But, as to what Kercher^ and 
fome other authors, add, that 
its root will foften copper, by 
being pnt into a man's mouth 
with it (15), it hath been fince 
exploded by thofe who tned the 
experiment with lefs prepof- 
feiiion. 


( 13; Ktnkcr, Du Uuldff p, la, & 8o» 
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hath thirty-two cities under it, viz, five of th6 (econd, and 
. twdity-feven of the third rank. North of it we mountains 
which produce a great variety of medidnal herbs; and upon 
which are ieen feveral Monuments reared to their he*^ 
roes, and one in particul^ confecrated to the memory of the 
firft emperor of tiie dynafty of Han, • • 

. 5 . SEX/N-TE-fl/ hath but nine cities undSr it, all erf* the 5 - Shun- 
third rank; but which are very conliderable, and peopled, 

The whole territory is fertile, and well waterei ; and, among 
other things, produces a Hnefand, which is ufed for polilhii^ 

' of precious Aones, and the bell touchAones for gold in the 
whole empire. 

6. ‘^JNG-PING-FUf Atuatc cai the fouthern part of 6.Qoang-< 
the province, hath only nine cities of the third rank under its ping-fA. 
jurlfdiflion, and nothing particular worth mentioning. 

7. TAT-MING-FU hath one dty of the fecond, and 7. Tay* 

eighteen of the third rank, under it. jning.fh. 

8. YUNG^PING’FU is advantageoufly iituat^, being en* 8. Yung- 
compafled by the fea, by rivers, and by mountains covered ping-fu* 
with very fair trees. It hath only one dty of the fecond, and 

five of the third rank, • 

Not far from it is the fort of Shang^-hayy which is as it 
were the key of the province of Lyau-tongf and is fituate 
near the greats wall, which extends itfelf, Aom the bulwark 
built in the' fea, for the fpace of a league, in a pldn country, 
before it afeends the hillsj 

9. SWEN-WHA-FU is a large, well-built city, full of 9 * Swen- 
inhabitants, and feated among the mountains, not far from wha-fu. 
the great wall. It hath two cities of the fecond, and dght 

of the third rank: befides fome forts alongf the wail, Arong^y 
garrifoned, to guard the entrance between China and Tartary„ 

Its mountains produce fine cryAal, marble, and porphyry, and 
a fort of yellow rat, larger than thofe of Europe, whofe Ikins 
are in great requeA among the Chinefe, 

II. Tbt Province of Kyang-nan* 

next province in dignity (for, in fuch hiAorical works 1. Ky* 
as this, we think it much more proper to mention them ang-nan* 
according to their rs^nk, than as they Aand contiguous to each 
other, as is* done in geographical ones) is that now called 
Kyang-nan, or Nan-king, and is the moA fertile, trading, and 
wealthy, of the empire. ' It is bounded on the weA by thofe 
of Ho-nan and H 4 -qmng ; on the fouth by Che-kyang and 
, Kyang-Ji ; on the north by Shan-tong; and, on the es 5 l, by 
the gulf of Nan-king. It extenck itfelf Aom the 29th 

Mod. Hist, Vol. VIU. C to 
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0;^ the 25th degreedE^ latitude, and from the 112th to the 
119th of eaft Jongittide; fo that, , for its extent, as well as 
opulence, itju^Iydefnm at ieail the fecond rank, though 
the CMnefe writer AUw, in his furvey, places it but in the 
nin.h. We have alreaiiy obferved, that the antient emperors 
ke ?t their confliant fefideace' at its metrc^lis of Nan-king^ 
till, for reafons of flate, they removed it to Peeking; not- 
■wi^ftanding which conhderablc k>fs, k hath, by the advan¬ 
tage of its ma^tkne commerce, as well as the rkhnefs of its. 
foil, and vail number and indalhy of its inhabitants, been 
^aj 9 t^i- enabled to keep up itSLaadent Iplendcs’ and rank; infomucb 
hute to the that the yearly tribute it pays to the emperor in rice, filks, 
;yawn. cotton, fait, he, amotrats, cotmmuiibus annis, according to 
Martini, who had it from the then governor of the province, 
to near 32 millions of taels (O), or ducats, exclufive of the 
duties arihag from all that is imported or exported, for the 
receiving of which there are proper officers affignedThe 
number of fonulies In it is computed, according to the Chi- 
nefe regiilers, to 1,969,816; and the men to 9,967,429, 'or 
near ten millbns; among whom, the city of Hhang-hay^ and 
villa^s belonging to it, are faid to contain 200,000, employed 
in weaving of cailko; 

yurifMc- KTANG-NAN hath fourteen fu’s, or dries of the firft 
iion. rank; under which are ninety-three of the fecond and third, 
befidtts towns and villages without number, all of them larg^, 
Mmufac- populous, and wealthy; for all the commodities that come 
t»rej from any of the dties, but efpedaUy from the capital of this 
•ftemed. ' province, fuch as thofe of japan-work, ink, paper, and other 

■ See Lb Comptb, MAXTrai, Dv Halos, and others above 
cited. 


(O) Equivalent to a CUnefi 
cance of fdver, or to about 
eight ihillings and feven pence 
fierling (14). 

Permps it will not be imac- 
ceptable to the reader, if we 
funjoin here a fuller account of 
ffiis tribute, byway of fpecimen; 
feeing all the omer provinces 
pay the fame, and the difference 
IS only in the more or lefs of 
each commodity. That of the 
rice here amounts, cmmitnihus 


amis, to 5,995,034 facks ; raw' 
filk to 6863 pounds ; wrought 
ditto, .28,452 pieces; linen to 
2,077 pieces i that of cotton is 
paid in iilver, and is no lefs con> 
fiderable; and the reft of their 
commodities bears a proportion 
to their affluence ; but that of 
the fait, which is here made 
in vaft quantities along the fea- 
coafts of the proviaoe, » the 
biggeft of all p yj. 


/"lA I Stf Du JTaUe, EngUgf, f. 73. fuh ( 1 %) Sti Mattim, ‘ 
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inanufaftaredy in which they drive a vaft trad^, are more 
efteemedf and bear a greater price, than thofe of any other 
provinces. The inhabitants of Kyung-nan are polite and Learned 
courteous, and have a more than ordinary difpoiltion for the men* 
fdences ; irifomuch that it is fatne4 for the great number <of 
doffors it produces, who, by their merit, atfain the higheft 
j[K>fts and dignities of the empire. It hath but few moun¬ 
tains, except towards the fouth; all the is a fruitful 
champdn, aboundir^ with all the neceflaries and Convenieu- 
des of life. It abounds with convenient fea-ports, reforted Great 
to by an innumerable quantity of veilels from mofl parts of traits 
jifta *, and a great number of canals, and fome navigable 
rivers, for the convenience of import and export. The moft 
confidcrable of thefe are the Yang-tfe^ which runs quite thro’ 
the middle of it j and the Whang-ho, which bounds it on the 
horth. 

Thi;s province, beiides its fourteen dlArifts, each under 
its proper capital, is divided into two governments, the eaft- 
ern and weftern, each under a refpeftive viceroy; the former 
of whom hath his relidence at Sd-chevj-ftiy and the latter at 
Ngang-king'fd. The order in which they ftand is as follows: 

1. Nan-king t 2 . Stl-chev>; Song-kyang: Chang-cheiu f 
5. Chin-kyang i 6 . Whay-ngang; 7. Tang-chevi; 8. Ngan* 
kings 9. Whey-che^ s 10. Ning-que s n. Chi-chevj s 12, 
Tay-ping; 13. Fong-yangs 14. Lyu-cheiu. 

To thefe may be added the ifland of Tfong^mingy which, 
likewife belongs to this province, and qf which we rfiall fpeak 
at the end of this article, after we have ^ven a ftiort defcrip- 
tion of what is moA remmrkable in thofe fourteen capitals, 
and efpedally in that of Nan-king, 

NAN-KlNGy alias Kyan-ning-f&, capital of the whole Nan-king 
province, and once Ayled the ipadous, Aately, opulent, none* de/cribtd, 
luch, dtc. Aands in latitude 32, and eaA longitude 116, or 
two degrees 38' eaA from the meridian of Pe-king. It is Extenu 
by far the largeA city in the whole empire, though much re¬ 
duced of its antient extent j of whicli the Chinefe tell you, 
that if two horfcmeh fct out in the morning at one of the 
gates, and galloped around it at different ways, they would not 
meet till the evening (P)* The figure of Nan-lung is one of 
, the 

(P) TKc funrcy of Dionyjtus been conliderably larger i info- 
Kao gives it between fifteen and much that fome writers have 
feventeen French leagues, that computed it to have been thirty 
.is, about forty-eight miles, in leagues, or ninety miles. Ho-w 
circuit: but it appears, from much it hath ihrunk from that 
the ruins of its old wall, to have time, may be reckoned from the 
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the moft irregular in the urhole province, if not in the whole 
empire; for which Du HaUet who hath given us a iketch of 
it, gives this reafon: that the hills within it, and the nature 
of the^ground about it, could not well admit of a more re¬ 
gular form. Its decay no^ only from its antient extent, bht 
trom its priftinf grandeur, was owing to the remomg of the 
.imperial relidencc, and fupreme tribunals (on which account 
it had the title of Nan-lung^ or fouthern court), to that of 
Pe-kingf 'fm:t which the Tartars have given it the name of 
Kyang-ning ; and tho’, in common difcourfo, it be ftiU called 
by its old one, yet it ts never fudered to be ufed in any pub¬ 
lic inflruments. It hath not only loll its antient name, but 
Palace^ all Ae other monuments of its royai grandeur. The impe- 
cni other palace, once a moll magnificent ftrufture, hath nothing 
now left but its ruins. The, ftatdy monuments of its an- 
ae^ryea. other public buildings, are all run into 

decay; and even its once fo famed obfervatory lies now ne¬ 
glected, and almoft demolilhed; molt of thofe fuperb edi¬ 
fices being deftroyed by the avarice of the Tartars^ who firft 
invaded it, and out of hatred to the CMinefe dynafly then 
reigning. 

Number of ABOUT one third part of the city hath fince lain wade ; 
vejfeli, the red, however, is not only well built and inhabited, but 
drives on a very confidcrable commerce by means of tlie Tang-' 
tfe above-mentioned, which, being a large navigable river, is 
ever bringing in a prodigious number of barges ; fome of 
which, efpecially the imperial ones, are nearly as big as, if 
not exceeding, our middling veflels. Ait thefe come into that 
river, from other parts of the empire, by the help of a good 
number of canals; and in fuch quantities, that a dranger 
cannot forbear being furprifed at the vad hurry that reigns 
through the whole city; nor at the prodigious number of 
thefe barks, which, we are told^ were thuu|^t by fonm of the 
jefuits, and fird European adventurers, to rave been lufficicnt 
to form a bridge between that capital and EurtPe, What 
adds to the wonder, is, the richnd's of thofe vefitds, not only 
in their codly lading, but in their fine paintings, carvings, and 
gilding, and the vad crouds that are feen upon them, and 
make it appear like a great fair kept upon the water 

laft furvey which Du Halde tells and half, of twenty to a degree, 
us was taken of it, which gives and about 466 rathom over, 
its wall no more than lixty- which is Ihort of eighteen miles 
feven Chine/e U's, or five leagues (t6). 

jD* ISaJdt) yii p, ^S* 
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The ftreots of the city, though narrower by much than Pre/tnt 
thofe of Peeking, and other Chine/e towns, are however curi* graadear. 
ouily paved, and confequently ^eer from dull and dirt. Some 
of them are covered in the middle with large marble (labs; 
and in the iides with variety of pebble and other Hones, fo neat¬ 
ly inlayed, that it would be a delight to wall# fthro* them, if 
they were not fo greatly thronged from morning to night. The PuhBc 
city-gates, fome of the pagods, palaces, arises, towers, and buildings, 
other public buildings, appear quite fplendid, efpecially the 
palace of the viceroy, who always refides here. But the moH 
curious and (lately fabric in this city, is its oflagon tower, 
which will be more properly defcribed in the (equel, among 
the artificial rarities of this country. The number of its in- Number t 
habitants is no lefs furprifmg; and hath been computed by inhabit^ 
Dionyfius Kao, Father Le Compte, and others, to amount to ants. 
two millions of fouls, exclufive of its great garrifon (Q^. 

The tribute which it pays to the crown, and the cuHoms for 
imports and exports, come to an immenfe fum : but, befides 
thefe, the city fends every year to Pe-king five large vefiels 
laden with the finefi; filks, clothes, and other rich commodi¬ 
ties, in order to ingratiate itfelf with thtTartar monarchs (R), 
and to fecure the proteftion of its commerce. 

Nothing is more pleafant than the territory about this Territory 
city, which not only abounds with all neceflaries, but is about it. 


(QJ We muft, however, oh- 
ferve, that fome later writers 
have ftrock ofF near half that 
number, exclufive of its garri¬ 
fon, which confiiis of 40,000 
men, and which the governor or 
lieutenant-general of the fouth- 
ern provinces is^liged to keep 
up herb {17). hath 

faid nothing precifely about it; 
fo that the reader is at fiberty to 
believe which fide he will; but 
to us it feeins, upon the whole, 
as if this laft calculation came 
as much too ihort as the other 
may be fuppofed to go beyond 
the real mark. 

(R) Thefe vcfleis, which are 
llyled lung~y chew, or the fliips 
of the dragon's cloathing, be- 

I , 

(it) CtrneiUt diBiw. La Martinitrs. 

UaUt, 


caiufe the emperors bear the 
dragon in their arms, are fo re- 
fpeSed, that every veffel is ob¬ 
liged to lower their fails to them. 
There is like wife another fett of 
them, which go from Nan-king 
to Pe-king every April or 
with great quantities of a pecu¬ 
liar fort of fifli caught in this 
neighbourhood, ana which are 
covered with ice to keep it frelh. 
And, tho' thefe two cities are 
above 600 miles diftant from 
each other, we are told thefe 
veflels mull perform the voyage 
in eight or ten days, under le- 
vcre penalties, that hlb being 
moHly for the emperor's ute 
1 * 8 ). 


as ah (i9) lidem ibid, Du 
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rooreovei' adorped with thp gre^teft variety of villas, pleafure- 
houfes, turret, gardens, orchards, and other embellifliments. 
Charming that can heighten th? profpeift of it. The moft delightful 
froJ^eHi. objeft gf all thefe is a wqod'pf about twelve milps in popit 
pai*s, and planted with llately pinps, in the heart of which is 
raifed a mount^of a fnil&cient height to overtop them, which 
Is covered with temples, and other fepulphral monuments of 
the ahtient Chinefe monarphs, It Hands about iix miles from 
the dty; and about the fame diilance from it, on the fame 
plain, is another mognt, upon.which is r4ifed a'fpacious terrace 
of large fquare Hones, with four flights of marble Heps, and, 
on that, a temple truly royal and magnificent. The roof is 
iiipported by two rows of marble pillars, finely carved an4 
poliftied, twenty-four feet high, and of a proportionable thick- 
nefs : every thing elfe, both within and without the Hruffure, 
is anfwerable to it. The gates are lofty, and curioufly carveq 
in bas-relief, and inlaid with gold and filver. The windows 
are fenced with a fmall kind of wii e-net, of the &me metal ] 
and fo furprifipgly fine, that it. can hardly be perceived, 
Within-fide are feveral Hatcly thrones, inriched with pearls^ 
and <fther precious Hones of immenfe value, and the moH ex* 
cellent workmanfliip. We omit many other curious things 
belonging to this dty, both witliin and without it, for want 
ttarned of room » ; and fhall only add, that it abounds with men of 
*»«r. learning in all fciences, and with many noble libraries, as well 

as rich bookfellers fliops, furniflied with the greateli plenty 
and variety of valuable books. The paper, ink, and other 
InHruments for writing and printing, do here excel all others 
in the empire. Nan-king hath only eight cities q& the third 
rank under its jurifdiflion, 

Having dwelt fo long on the defeription of thefe two ce¬ 
lebrated capitals of the empire, we (hall be much more 

brief in the remainder not only of this, bnty|£ the other pro¬ 
vinces, and content ourfelve's with juH mqRoning what is 
" moH curious in every one ; referring oui* readers, for a fuller 

account of them, to the authors laH quoted in the margin, 
^u.chew. 2 - Ti|E f^ondcity in the province of Kyang-nan is SA* 
cheWf the capital of the eaHern divifipn called 1 -tong, and is not 
only large and populous, and rich enough to vie with iVaa- 
Iting laH deferibed, but is, for its commodious and pleafant 
fituation, cHe*sned an earthly paraiJife. It is cbmpared to 
Venice, on account of the many canals that run through it^ 
Hreets; but with this diif^eiKC, that the qnc Hands on riicf 

* De hac vid. Ls Compte, Corneille, Martiniers, At- 
LAi Sinenf. Dutch anibaiF. to Chinas Du Hai.de, & al.plur. 
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iea, and this in frefti -wsiter. The cmals are ci^»ado1as tsioagh Site on 
to carry the largeft barges, and are continually crouded with frefit wa- 
them, Su'cheWf like foine others in Chinas may be reckoned 
three cid^; one of which, within the walls, is computed 
above fcHir leagues in compafs; another in the fuburbs, which Vajlntim- 
extends a great way on both tides of the canals; and a third hr of %'cf- 
in the barks, which are fo many floating hou&s, ranged on 
the water in feveral rows, above a league in length, many of 
which are equal in bulk to our third*rate IMps 

-The territory about it, and of the cities undes'its jurifdiftion, Cotnmercel 
is fertile and delightful, rich and opulent; and all carry«ou a 
confiderable commerce not only with other parts of China, 
but with Jaf>an, from whkh this jyovince is divided by a nar¬ 
row chand, which the ti*ading vellels commonly crofs in two 
or three da}'s, with a fair wind. The chief manufactures Manufac^ 
here are brocades and embroidei'y, which are the fineft and t^reu 
cheapeft in proportion in the whole empire. The city hath 
fix tiatdy gates towards the water-tide, and as many towards 
the land; and a jurifdlftion over one city of the fecond, and 
feven of the third rank, all of them beautiful and rich;^ and 
about one and an half or two leagues in compafs 

The other cities of this province have nothing more re¬ 
markable than what hath been already obferved, except that 
of Whay-chew, whofe mountains have mines of gold, filver. Mines of 
and copper, and whofe territory is faid to produce the beft 4^^. 
tea. That of Fong^yangfu^ die birth-place of Hong-vii, the 
firft emperor of tlm preceding dynafty, was once defigui^d by 
that monarch for his imperial retidence, and a plan was 
drawn for making it one of the nobleti cities in the empire : 
but the unfitnefs of the ground, fcarcity of water, and other 
reafons, made him exchange it for that of Nan-king, to which 
he removed his feat. It retains, however, foiftc marks of 
the royal magni||pcnce, fuch as a llately tem^e, fome pagods, 
and monuments, which the reader may find in the author lati; 
quoted. 

The laft thing to be mentioned of this province, is the IJlcmiof 
ifland of Tfong-ming, feparated from it by a fmall chanel of Tfong- 
five or fix le^ues. It is about twenty leagues long, and five 
or fix in breadth ; and was formerly a barren defart, to which 
robbers and^ banditti were baniflied, and left to ftarve: ta 
avoid this/jieceffity foon drove them to cultivate It; after 
which, fome poor Chinefe families cam^ over, and helped to 
improve it, as far as the ground was capable of it j fo that 

• y’Du Halbe, ubi fup. p. 74, Le Compte, Martinieru 
C^RNE ijULE, fub voc. & al- ' * lid. ib\d. 
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now rome fpots of it yidid wh^t, rice, barley, tuid othor 
coarfer grab; cotion, limcms, uid other fruits: but the 
greateft ptodttft is fait; which is here made in fuch jdenty, 
as to ferve the inhabitants, and is tranfported in vafl; quanti* 
ties into the continent. This falt^ is made out of a fort of 
greyilh earth, which grows difperfed in fpots here and there 
on the nmth fide of the ifland, and of the largenefs of an 
acre or two, 

AtiOTHER part'of the ifland, towards the north, pro¬ 
duces naturally a great plenty of reeds, of which they drive 
a confiderable commerce: with foine of them they build 
very handfome country-houfes; .and the reft is fold to ferve 
for fuel not only to the inhabitants, but likewife along the 
coafts. Their other lands peld them two harvefts, the one 
in Mayt which is of corn, rye, barley, and rice; and the 
other in Septemberf which chiefly conflils of cotton and rice; 
which lafl is here mofl; curioufly cultivated. 

There is but one city in the whole ifland, which is of the 
third rank, and encompafled with high walls fupported by 
good>terraces, and furrounded with a ditch full of water : but 
there are. in the arable lands fuch a vaft number of villages, 
that they feem contiguous to each other. The air is whol- 
fome and temperate; and the country pleafant, but interfefted 
with a great number of canals, to prevent its being laid under 
water*. 


III. ^be Province of Kyang-fi 

I S bounded on the north by Kyang-nan \ on the wefl; by 
Hd-quang t on the fbuth by ^ang~tong% and, on the 
caft, by Fo-kyen and Che-rhyang^ It extends itfeif from the 
24tH degree and one-half to the 30th of latitude, and from 
the iioo to the 115® 10' of eafl longitude. The moun¬ 
tains which part it from ^ang-tong and Fo-kyen are almofl 
inaccellibie and barren (S)but, being once pafled over, dif- 

cover 

• Dv Haldi, obi fup. p. 78, & feq, Lettres cur. & edif. 
vol. xi. p. 134, & feq, 

(S) The vaft ridges of moan- Chincfe or Tartar^ and keep 
tains which run between this themfelves fo by the inacceflible 
province and thofe of Fo-kyen height and ruggednefs of their 
and ^ane-tongt or Canton, are habitations, which are for the 
inhabited oy a rude and favage m'^ll part in deep caverns on the 
fort cf people, who pretend to tops of thofe mountains. From 
be independent from either |he thefe they come frequently down 

in 
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corer very fnutfiil valUes^and plains exceedit^ly well unproved. 

The wh<^ province is well watered and fertile; but is fo po- Its 
puious withal, that the lower lands can icarce fufHce to tur- loufnefstU 
nUh them with a fufficiency of corn and rice; fo they are tauftof 
forced to live very parfimonioufly; and arc, on that account, 
become the fubjeft of fcorn and raillery among their neigh* 
hours (T): yet they commonly are endowed with an excel¬ 
lent genius; and many of them advance themfeives to the 
hlghefl pofts by their learning and merit. The numbd: of 
people are computed to amount to 1,363,629 famiUes, or 
6,549,800 men ^ 

The country abounds with lakes, brooks, and rivers; 
fome of the laft very large and navigable, particularly the &c. 
Ceaif or Karit al, Kyang^ which runs through the whole pro¬ 
vince, and receives a great number of others in its courfe. 

All thefe yield a great plenty and variety of filh®, particularly 
falmon, trout, and flurgeon; and the mountains which en- 
compafs it are either covered with woods,- or are famed for 
their minerals and medicinal herbs. The lake called Po-kyang- htJtt ef 
h& is particularly remarkable for its largenefs and depth, it Po-yang. 
being 300 miles in circuit, and navigable by the largefl fhips : 

^ Lb Compte, Martimiere, Corneille, Sc al. * Mar¬ 
tini, Corneille, & al. 

in bands to plunder the lower didnefs, and for which they give 
grounds; but dare not venture them the title of mice. There 
far from their dens, for fear of are indeed vaft numbers of 
falling into the hands of fome them; who, not being able to 
of the garrifons, which are here fubfift at home, wander about 
kept in ilrong caftles in good the empire under the notion of 
numbers, and from whom they fortune-tellers, jugglers, conju- 
can expeA no mercy. rers, fsfr. i and fome of them. 

Great pains have been taken who have had a learned edoca- 
at different times by the govern- tion, are taken into families, 
ment,either to fubdue or extirpate and ferve as tutors to their 
thefe wild freebooters, but as yet children. It muft be owned, 
withoutfuccefs; tho' theirreduc- however, that the generality of 
tion would be fo much more ad* the people of this province are 
vantageous,asthevallies between much given to fuperftition, and 
them are very fruitful; and fome hold the do^ine of the tranf- 
of the mouatains have mines of migration of fools ; obferve a 
gold, copper, and lead (19}. number of heathenifh falls, and 

(T) The neighbouring pro* many other fuch fuperftitious 
Vinces defpife them for their fooleries, above any other pro- 
frugality, which they ftyle for- vince (zo). 

(rg) Corntill* di£l, LcMarfinimt D» (zo) LaJKarthurt 

fni vet, 
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1 ^1s iaid torefG^ite sdl the rivers m the province; and hads 
its borders covered with large towns villages, which drive 
, a conliderable trade upon k. There grow Ukewife great quan¬ 

tities (rf the lyethwha, or wafer-IUy, up<»i the furface of it; 
which plant we have defcribed in a fOTtner note What ren- 

Fhe per- dors this lake famous, is, the fine china-ware tliat is 
te/ain ma- matde in fome of. its neighbinirhood, particulafly in the town 
mfa^ure q( Kif^-te^farii os, more properly,in the dif- 
King- Qf ZkiH-chev)'-f^ \ and is the fineft, moft in requeft, and 
le-dung. Jq thegrttateil quantities, of any in the whole empire, 

f The caufe ck its eittraordinary beauty is Tuppofed to be fomc 
peculiar property in the water; finer we are told, that the 
hune materials and workmen will not produce the like in any 
Other place 

^hatttohU This juftly-femed borough, which is as populous as moft 
tmun dt- .cities in China^ and only wants the walls to merit the name 
/crihedf ^e, is Computed to have above a million of inhabitants, 
inoftly employed in that mfinufadure; the reft being the 
merchants who deal in that ware, whofe houfes take up a 
great ^eal of room, and who employ a vaft number of work¬ 
men (U), The town extends itfelf along the banks of a fine 
river, a league and half; the ftreets are long and ftrait, tho* 
rather too narrow, orouded, and nolfy; and interfeift each 
other at certain diftances in a very regular manner, and not 
Numher efonc, fcrap of wafte ground is to be fpared in it, , They reCf 
Jur^tKes. koned antiently but about 300 porcelifin furnaces in the place, 
I which, we are told, are now incrcafed to above 500 ^; the 

^ clouds of fiDoke and fiames of which, afcendtng in different 

parts, (hew at once the iengdi, breadth, and circumference, 


* See before, p. 32. note (N). ? Navaketta, Lx 

CoMPTE, MARTitfiERE, Du Halds, & al. ^ Du Hai^dp, 
p. 80, & feq. 

(U) They are reckoned to employmen found for young and 
confome in this place, one day old, itroog and weak, and even 
-with another, 10,000 loads of the lame and blind, may get a 
pice, and one thoufand hogs a living by grinding of colours, 
day, befides other animals, fifk, i!fc. There is likewife a vail 
fowl, &c. which makes pro- number of hands kept employed 
vifions much dearer than in other in the barges that ply to and 
parts of this province; notwith- from this place, and extend 
landing which, it is become the themfelves fn two or three rows 
refuge of an infinite number of on the river, fome miles in 
poor families,^who could fubfifi length (21}. 
no-where fo well; for here is 
« 

fzi) La Msrttmei* Juh, vef, Lt (^mpte, Du Slalde^ & gf. 
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pf it; w^ch» In the night, ap^^s lil^e a large dty. dl on 
lire, or like a hngp furnace, with Us vaft number of vent¬ 
holes, Strangas are not admitted to llay, pr even lodge at 
liight, at King-te-chin^t unlefs lame refponfible TCrfcHis of 
the town will anfwer for thdr good behaviour. This regu¬ 
lation, joined to that whiph is obfe^ed day ^d night in it, 
and which i$ the fame as in the great cities, keeps all things 
jn good order, and fecures the place from ^ attempts of an 
infinite numb^ oi jrobbers S. 

Tars province hath 13 fu’s, or capitals, which, with ^he Capital 
difiridis of the fecond and third order, ui^cr them, are as 0/ 
follow: Xyang.fi, 

1. NANG-SHANGt the metropoMs of the whole; which i. Nang, 
hath one city of the fecond, and feven of the third rank, nn- fliang. 
der its jurifdiflion, 

2. ZHAU-CHEWhs^ only {even dlftrlfls of the thirds. Zhau- 

prder, befides towns and idll^es la great number. chew. 

3. ^JJANG-SINf which, though fituate in the midft of j.Quang. 
high mountains, is yet well cultivated and inhabited. It ma- fio* 
pufaftures a good fort of paper, and the beft candles in all 

the empire; and hath only feven difiridls of the third rank 
under its jurifdlftion. 

4. NANG-KING^ or Nan-king-fd, is pleafantly fituate 4. Nang- 
on thelake^Po-yan^ lately mentioned; and abounds with fifti, king* 
corn, rice, (ire.; and a kind of hemp, of which they make 

a good (ummer cloth. Its jurifdiftion extends only over four 
cities of the third rank.* 

5. KTEW-KTANG is'fituate about four miles on thee. Kyew-’ 
porth-wefi fide of the lake Po>yangf and on the fouth fide xyang, 
of the famed river Tang-t/ef .which, though here at the di- 

llance of near 100 leagues from the fea, furnifties it with 
plenty of falmpn, dolphins, trout, irr. The river, which 
runs along the walls of it, ebbs and Hows at the new and 
full moon; and runs fo flowly thence into the fea, that its 
courfe b hardly perceived. Our author doth not tell us 
what jurifdidion this-dty hath., 

6. KTEN-CffANG hath but three cities of the third rank 6. Kyen- 
under it; and is only noted for a good fort of wine made of chang, 
rice, and a kind of linen much efteemed, and worn during 

the fummer-heats. 

7. FU^CkEH^f or Fii-chew, hath fix cities of the third 7. Fu- 
nnk. Its walls are of a large extent; yet it hath hardly chew. 
50,000 inhabitants, it having been facked, and almoft de- 

r Du Haldb, ubi fup. Le Comfte, & al. 
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ftroyed, by the Tartars in late war$; and a great part 
of its antient buildings lying in ruins. 

8. LIN-KTANG hath no more than four cities of the 
diird rai^ under it. Its chief trafHck conlifts in oranges, with 
which the furrounding mountains, which are cut into ter' 
races, are covefed, and fr<m whence they arc fent into the 
neighbourit^ provinces. 

9. KJ~nGAN hath nine cities of the third rank. The 
or Kyang, river, on which it is iituate, runs there ib ra> 

pid, among a number of rocks which are even with its fur- 
face, that it requires all the Ikill of a good pilot, as well as 
ftrength of hands, to pafs the current fafcly. 

10 . SHWI-CHEIV is divided into two parts, or cities, by 
the river Kan, which have a communication with each other 
by two llout bridges; one of Hone, with ten arches; and the 
other of boats, which rifes and falls with the water. The 
north fide is ^yled the mandarin city, becaufe both the great 
and fmall of that dignity dwell in it; whilf): the other is chiefly 
inhabited by burghers and tradefmen. How far its jurif- 
difticn extends, we arc not told; but it is fo happily fltu- 
ated both for health and fertility, that it is ftyled the happy. 

11. r KE N-CHU hath only four cities of the third rank 
under it *, but is blefled with every convenience of life, and 
furnilhes the reft of the empire with vitriol and alum, with 
which the country about it abounds. 

12. KANG-CHEW hath twelve cities of the third rank 
under it; and is, beddes, a place of great trafHck, as it is 
fituate on the river of its name, which receives another at a 
fmall diftance; at the confluence of which is a large bridge 
built with boats; and, near it, the cuftom-houfe, where vef- 
(els are fcarched, and examined whether they have paid duty. 
The country about it abounds with thofe trees from which 
the gyran, or varnifh for japanning, diftils, and is fome of 
the beft that China affords. 

- 13. The laft and moft fouthern capital of this province is 

called Nan-ngan, and hath four cities under it. It is large, 
populous, and rich, on account of the great refort of veflels 
to it, becaufe all the merchandizes that go to, or come from, 
the province of ^lang-tong are obliged to land here; and 
thus much may fuflice for this third province » 


* De his, vide Le Compte, CoaNEn.i.£, La Martihibre, 
Du Halde, & al. 
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IV. Province of Fo-kyen 

1 9 bounded on the eaft by the fca; on the weft by Kyang-Ji, IV. Fo- 
laft defcribed; on the north by Che-hyang and, on the kyen de- 
fouth by ^ang-tong. It is one of the finally provinces \x\.fcrihed, 
the empire ; and extends itfelf only from the 230 and an half 
to the 280 20' of latitude, and from the 1140 to the n8® 
of eaft longitude ; but it is fo advantageoufly fituate for navi- ^ite and 
gation and commerce, as to be efteemed one of the richeft ; cemmtreg. 
and hath a great many forts built along the ihore, to defend 
its coafts. Thefe are fo irregular, by reafon of the number 
and variety of its bays, that it g^ves the inhabitants an oppor¬ 
tunity of carrying on an illicit trade with ftrangers, in fpite 
of all the Chinefe prohibitions, of diamonds, and other pre¬ 
cious ftones, gold, quickfilver, fpices, amber, and other com¬ 
modities, of which they make a vaft traffick and gain. They Vaft num- 
maintain fuch a vaft number of ftiips, that, when the empe- her of 
ror of China was threatening a war againft that of Japan, this 
province is faid to have offered to fumifti him with fuch a 
number of them as fhould be fufficient to make a bridge that 
(hould reach from one country to the other. And indeed 
moil of their mountains, which are here in great number (W), 
are covered with forefts full of large and lofty trees, fit for 
building of ftiips. Some of them have rich mines of iron and 

(W) The Chinefe have an ex- that every fiage or terrace from. 
cellent way of improving thefe the top to the bottom is plenti- 
mountains, by cutting thofe that fully fupplied with water to 
are of a foft nature into the .nourifh whatever grain is fown 
form of amphitheatres and ter- upon it. 
races, one above another, and And here it muft be obferved, 
fowing them with corn, rice, that the mountains which are 
; and, as the latter only formed in this lhape, are com- 
grows in water, they take care monly of a foft nature : but, 
to fupply each fuch fpot with it, where the rock is too hard to be 
either fromthefprings thatcoine fo cut, or where the water can- 
down from the mountains, or not be eahly conveyed in the 
from thofe of the plains, which manner above mentioned, they 
they have the art of railing up content themfelves with plant- 
to the l^heft mountains, and of ing fuch mountains with variety 
conveying /rom one mountain of trees for building, fuel, 
to another, by pipes made of according to the nature of the 
bambo, whit^ this province foil, or their own exigencies; fo 
takes care to cultivate in great that no fpot of ground on them 
quantities for that purpofr ; fo is left uncultivated (22). 

% 

('ll) Dt hit viJ.^ovnita, Mortim, "L* QjwpU, Martiniert^ Dn Hafje, SO 
«/. mult, * 

2 tin. 
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tin, and others of gold and Alver; but thefe two lalt are for* 
tudden to be <^ieued, tfnder jadiiof ddi&i 
Chief com- The commodities with which this jirovipce abounds, be« 

mtHiies* tides thofe already named, are, muik, ilflcs, hempen and 
ealHco dodis, tied, and aU forts of ntenflh curioufly made, 
6 c. Thofe that are imported, doves, dnuatnon, pepper, 
ikndor-wood, cord^ amber, and fuc^tlike^ The countries this 
trades wdth, are, Japan, Ftamefa, the Philippine IJlands, Siamt 
and odiers, along ^ofe eaftern coails. The climate is hot 
and fultry in fummer, but ferene and healthy; fo that it pro¬ 
duces the feme grains, fruits, 6c. with the other parts of the 
emfure, and fome in greater pcrfcdion; particularly oranges, 
which are here much larger, and of a more beautiful red, 
and hare, befides, a fine mufeadine tafle and flavour, 
liiJHtia The people of this province not only fpeak a llnguagd 
iernguagti (plite di^ent from the ; but, what is ftiU more incom¬ 
modious to thofe that travel through it, every difcift hath a 
thalefl; of its own: even themandaiin language, which is the 
only one that is epnerally fpoken through the empire, is un- 
Formerly deffbipd but by few of them. But it muft be obferved, that 
a ftfarate To-kyen was formeriy a feparatc kingdom; though whether 
kingdom, tributary to CUna, or no, ^vle cannot learn; and the prince 
who governed it at the time of the Tartaric invafion, who was 
no lefs potent than courteous, hdd out againfl thofe inva¬ 
ders long after the reft of the provinces had fubmitted to their 
yoke. We lhall fpeak more fully of that war when we come 
to the hiftorical part; and only hint here, that they were at 
length fubdued, not by fuperior ftrength or valour, but by 
downright treachery; and to this day brook their fubjefllon 
va7 unwillingly; and hence Ih^t difference of langus^, and 
di^ averfion -to the Chinefe. They have, however, many 
learned men among them, who are not a little fond of the 
fdences. The reft of the people are generally induftrious, 
witty,> and affable; but, according to common report, given 
to ail manna* of rices; and notorious, above all the Chinefe, 
far cheating thofe they deal with. 

FO-KTEN hathninefu’s, or cities of die firft rank (amongft 
which they reckon Tay-vtan, or Tayovan, the capitri of the 
ifland of Formofa, of which we fhall fpekk at the end of this 
article), and fixty hyens, or cities of the third r%nk. 

Capitahof The fu’s, or cities of the firft rank, are, i. Fd-theot, the 
Fo-kyen. metropolis; 2. Tfwen-chew 3. Kyeng-ning; 4. Feng-pingt 
5. Ting~chevj 1 6 . Hing^hai 7. Shau-di; 8 . Chan-chew; 
9. Tayw^an ; to thefe may be alTo added By amen, or the port 
of jfScjy, or Amy ; arid the ifiaod o/f Pwig-huf which doth ‘ 
likewife belong to this province. • 


Thesis 
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These cities are remarkable chiefly for thdr lai^genefs^ nch* 
cefs, and jxjpulou&ers^ and fuch other 'general advaati^es» 
not worth, however, a further defcripd<Miwhar is ttkift 
worth notice in fome of them, is as foflows; Tfoutn^hino fe Tfweii- 
huned for a fine temple, adorned with two ftately towers bnlh chewV 
of ftone and marble, foven ftories high; eacJti flory hath a tviofiatefj 
gallery on the ^tfide, around which one may walk, and 
view the beauties q£ the city and country. It hath likewife a 
bridge of extraordinary length and- breadrh, built with a 
blacidfli ftone, and fupported, not with arches, bat with 500 
ftone pillars, ending 011 the two fides with an acute angle, to 
break the force of the ftream. It is faid to have coft the 
governcHT that built it 1,400,000 ducats. 

CHJNC-CHEJVf .the eighth and moft fouthern city in A nohk 
this province, is iituate on a river which ebbs and flows; over bridge^ 
which it hath a ftately biidge, of 36 very high arches, and 
broad enough to admit of fliops on both fides, wliich are 
ftored with all ibrts of 'rich merchandizes, both of Chinn and 
the Indies^ Its vicinity to A.noy^ a place of vaft commerce, 
occafions a conftant traffick to be continually carried qp be¬ 
tween them. The neighbouring monntains produce the flneft 
cryftal, of which they make buttons, Teals, figures of animals^ 

6c. 

HTA’MENy or the ifland and port of A-mvjy, Emoy, or Porto/ 
Amoy, is one of the moft convenient and fafe harbours ih Amoy 
all InSa, on account of the road which is formed by that ifland /criBed, 
between it and the continent; which is fo deep and capacious, 
that it can receive 1000 fliips of the largeft fize, which can 
come as near to land as they pleafe, and ride fafe from all 
winds ; on which account its commerce hath increafc^l to fuch 
a degree, that there is conftantly a vaft number of Chinefe 
tranfports that trade from thence to other parts of India ; and 
the empo-or keeps thCTc a garrifon of 6000 of 7000 men, 
under the command of a Chinefe genml. Our Eaft India 
company had»once a faftery in this ifland, which hath been 
fince removed to ^tang-tong, or Canton, where the merchants 
are better treated. Amoy ftands in about 25® 33" of latitude, 
and 1150 50' of eaft longitude. There is a number of other 
fmall iflands, not worth mentioning here, except that of Pongr 
hH, and the more large and confiderable one of Formofa. 

PCNG~HU is rather a group of fmdl iflands, lying urt- IJIandsanA 

der the 23d dt^ee and half df latitude, and 117® of eaft Port^of ^ 

Poug bu. 

* De his vid. Diohys. Kao apod Ilbrandz Ides, p. 148, & 

/eq. Martini Atlas, Lc Compte, La Martinieke, Du 
Halos, & al. 

longitude. 
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longitude, and forming a kind of Archipelago bc^een thofe 
of Amty and Forrmfa, They are all rocky and barren, and 
obhged to have all forts of necd&ries, and even bring, from 
• Chuia or Formofa'; however, the port is good, and fecure 
agmnil all winds, and from twenty to twenty-five fathoms 
deep. The Dpchy when they were matters of Tay-vfarty buUt 
a kind of fort at one end of the itte of Pong 4 >^y to guard the 
entrance of it; of which nothing now remains but a few 
ruins, which the Chinefe call Hong^mau-chayy or the fort of the 
red-luired men. However, this port of Pong~hu is thought 
abfoiutely ncceflary for the prefcrvation of Formofay or rattier 
Tay-wariy which at prefent, it feems, draws but feven or right 
feet of water, and is unfit for large veflels; and therefore 
there is a litera)7 mandarin now reliding in it, to watch the 
fhips that pafs and rcpafs from Chinay and bring a confidera- 
ble revenue to the ttate 

IJIaniof But the mott confiderable'of all the iflands belonging to 
formofa. China, is that commonly ftyled by the Europeans Formofay or 
Hermofa, and, by the Chinefcy Tay-vany or Tay-^an, which 
is fituate over-againft the province of Fo-kyen, and is fevered 
from It by a chanel of about twenty leagues, where narrowett; 
and ttretches itfelf from fouth to north fomewhat above three 
d^oes and a half, that is, from the 2ad to the 25® 40^, 
being eroded a little fouth of the middle, by the tropic of Can- 
eer. It fpreads itfelf in breadth a little more than one de¬ 
gree, or/ixty miles, that is, from the 117® 25' to 118* 36' 
of eatt longitude, where broadett; but is much narrower at 
When dif- each end. The land lies high, and is very mountainous; not- 
covert'd withttanding which, and its nearnefs to China, it doth not 
Mnd/ub~ appear to have been known to them till the dynatty of Ming, 
dned. that is,‘ about A, C. 1430 ; nor to have been in the pofleflion 
of the CBinefe till above two centuries after, even by the Ckinefe 
hittorians; it bring then looked upon as a barren uncultivated 
country, inhabited only by barbarians, and not worth thrir 
regard (X), efpecially as Qtina was then miferably rent by 
th^ intettine wars. 

About 

t 

^ See DvHalde, ubifup. p. 90, it feq.. Dion. Kao apod 
Ifbrands, p. 148, Sc feq. vandidius Niewhoff, & ai. 

(X) The account which the where, finding the country as 
Chinke hiflorian gives us of its delightful as the inhabitants 
firft oifeovery, is, that one of the were barbarous, he (laid fome 
emperor's eunuchs, called Wan- time, in hopes of making fome 
fan-fauy returning home from difcoveiies, which might be 
the weft, was driven upon it; worth carrying to his mafter; 
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Abo^t the end of the year 1620, a Jaftane/e (quadron Japancrs 
landing on the ifland, the commander, thinking it worth Mandat it, 
conquering, left part of his men there, with orders to get 
what intelligence they conld to forward his defign. Not long 
after, a Dutch Ihip w'as driven into it by a ftorm, in its courfe 
to and from Japan ; and landed in it, the Jafar.efe being in 
no condition to oppofe them; and, finding the country to fheirJlra- 
their liking, and very commodious for trade, did, by a fubtle 
. llratagem, obtain leave of them to build a boufe, w hich was 
not to contain more ground than an ox-hide w'ould inclofe i 
but, having cut the hide into very narrow thongs, gained 
gtound enough to build a large fort, which they called Cqftel Port, 
'/.elandia, Anno 1634. The Japanefe highly refented the 
treachery, when they found that the fort made them ma¬ 
ilers of the only pallage by which a large ftiip could enter 
the illand ; but, whether they found themfclvcs too weak to 
refill them, or whether they heard no more of their coni- 
mauder, or on fome other difeontent, they left them malla- 


tho' all the beneht he reaped 
from his inquiries, was only the 
knowlege of fome few plants 
and medicinal herbs, which have 
been ufed in China ever fnee 
with good fuccefs. 

The next was the commander 
of a Chinefe fquadron, named 
Yu-ta-ye^M^ who, in his cruife 
on the cadern Tea, had a bloody 
engagement, A. C. 1564, with 
acoriair, who had feized on the 
idand of Pong-hu'. and, after five 
hours fharp conicll, had forced 
him to retire towards the coming 
on of the night. Lin-tan ^’f»,who 
commanded the corfair, thought 
of having refrelhcd his tioopsin 
that ifland, and to have renewed 
the onfet the next morning ; but 
found the entrance into it block¬ 
ed up by part of Yu-ta-yrvj's 
fquadron, whom that experi¬ 
enced commander had lent on 
that errand : fo that, finding 
his men too much weakened and 
intimidated to force an entrance 
into the port, he judged it more 


prudent to fleer his courfe to¬ 
wards Y]f/(^-yf-zf pur- 
filed him thither; but, beino- 
unacquainted with the entrance 
into the port, and finding the 
fca coo fhallow, he returned to 
the ifles of Pong-lUf made him- 
felf mafler of them, and left a 
flrong garrifon in the port. The 
news of his fuccefs were re¬ 
ceived at court with joy, and a 
literary mandarin was fent from 
thence to govern tiiOfc inlands. 

In the mean time Lin-tau- 
kyen, who was landed in For- 
mofa (which the Chinefe hifto- 
rian, quoted above, fai s, was 
then uncultivated, and inhabited 
by barbariaps), finding it not 
anfwerable to his ambitious 
views, mafliicred all the natives 
that fell inib his hands; and. 
by an unparalleled piece of 
inhumanity, made ufe of the.r 
blood to caulk his fliips; and 
failed thence to Plsang-tong^ 
where he foor. after died mifer- 
ably (23). 


('ftj } Kid. D’l Tlaidtf uhi p. 6'-. 
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of it, and returned home. This is the account we have of 
their firH: lettlement there, partly from the European *, 
Become and partly from their osfn writers ; to which we fliall only 
ptajlers of add, that the Dutch, finding themfelves now* foie mailers of 
theijland the illand, the natives not bring in a . condition to oppofe 
them, built a new fort, with four demUballions, over-againll 
that of Zelandia^ by which they quite ..fecured the entrance 
into the port, Kfow they were afterwards driven out of it, 
and that illand ; or at leall the wellero part of it became, with 
the reft of the Chine/e empire, fubjeft to the Tartars, will be 
beft foen in the hiflorical part. It is now time to fay fome- 
thi^ of the illand, and its inhabitants. 

The teefts THE a>afts of it are rocky, and high all around, and with- 
emd conn- out any harbours or creeks to come into it ; which makes it 
try de^ ftrong by nature, and difficult to be invaded, there being but 
fcrihed. one bay, viz^ that of Tay-wan, which is at the mouth of a 
river, at which any fhip of bulk may approach it; and tliis 
is fo narrow, and fo well defended by forts and high rocks on 
ea^ fide, that there is no entering it by furprizc; tho’, when 
the* jhips are once got in, they are fafe, and fheltered from all 
Ciimate. Winds. The climate muft of courfe be very hot in fummer, 
when the fun is vertical over it; but, as it lies high from the 
fea, the air is moftly. ferene and healthy, and the fultry heat 
Soil, pro- allayed by conftant breezes which fan it on all tides. The 
duce. foil is moftly mountainous, efpecifilly on,the north tide; and 
yet is fertile enough to produce a more tlian fufficient quantity 
of rice, which is here ufed inftead of wheat, to fupport its 
inhabitants, betides a great variety of excellent fruits, fome 
of them unknown to us; as^ the bananas, ananas, papayas, 
goyavas, cocoes : others fuch as ours, but vaftly finer, as 
peaches, apricots, figs, grapes, pomegranates, chefnuts, and 
fome of the fineft citrons and oranges. It likewife produces 
fcveral forts of fpices, phyfical and other herbs and roots, and 
great plenty of fugar, tobacco, tea, and other plants. And 
much greater plenty and variety might the ifland produce, 
were the natives ingenious and induftrious in cultivating and 
improving every fpot to the beft advantage, like the Chinefe : 
but the men are, it feems, above minding agriculture, as fit 
only for womwi and llavcS; whilft hunting, fowling, and other 
fnch manly fports, are their clwef excrcife £tnd delight, the 
country abounding every-where with all manner of game. 
They have fome large rivers, which, though not of any length, 
yet furnilh them with plenty of filhu Their mountains have 

• I 

^ Sec Du Halde, ubi fup. p. 90, feq, Dion. Kao apod 
Ifbrands, p. 148, &feq. Candidivs Niewhoff, Ss al 


rich 



C. I. Hiftory of OAm, 51 

rich mines of gold, iiiver, copper, and fulphur: this lafl: in Rich 
fuch great abundance, that it makes the iiland liable to fnhes, 
frequent and dreadful earthquakes. The vallies afford 
plenty of pallure for their cattle, oxen, Iheep, goats, hogs, 
and deer of various kinds ; and the woods, we are told by Bea^s. 
fome authors, are no lefs infefted with tygers, leopards, and 
other wild creatures, of the furs of whi^ th^ natives make a 
confiderable traifick. This is the account wc have of the 
ifland, not only from fome of' our Europeans^ but llkewife 
from the Chineft writers: but thefe extend ilf only to tliat part 
of it which is under their dominions, which they ft3'le the 
northern; but which is at beft but a fmall and inconfiderable 
flip of it, in comparifon to the whole, as the reader may fejs 
by the account and map which the Jefuit mifllonaiies have lince 
given us of it, in a letter to Father Du Halde, written Jrmo 
1715, and publifhed by him in his Recueil^ Anno 1720 f; 
from which it plainly appears, that the Chlnefs dominions in it 
extend but little more than three degrees along the coafts; and 
but a few leagues to the inland, which is interfefted all the 
way by high arid inacceflible mountains, over which they never 
venture to pafs. • 

As to the fouthern, and by far the largeft, part of the The Chi- 
ifland, we much queftion whether they have any knowlege of nefe ac~ 
it. However, they have ventured to deferibe it, and its in- 
habitants, after their ufual way; the one as a rocky barren 
wildernel's; and the other as fo many wild favages, but one ^ 
degree removed from brutes. But, as their fir.guiar contempt 
for all other nations gives us but too much reafon to thi^ 
their account of the latter to be exaggerated to their difad- 
vantage, and with a defign perhaps to inflnuate as if the whole 
ifland had been much alike till tl*e former became fubjeft to 
thejn; we Ihall give the remainder of their contemptuous 
pidfure of it in the margin (Y); and go on here with what 
we find moft worthy of credit on this head. 

SURB 


t Lettres edif. & curicuf. vol, :civ. p, 't6, Sr frq.. 

(Y) The Chinefe divide this above ; but the other they, re- 
ifland into two parts, vvh ch, prefent as barren, wild, and in- 
they fay,are fevered by Aich'high habited only by barbarians given 
ridges of mountains, that they to all manner of vices, and liran- 
have hardly any communication gers to even the moft common 
one with another. The one, virtues,-and without any traces 
which is neareft to Chinetf and of religion or morality; Ac- 
pow fobjeft to it, they deferibe cording to their accounts, thefe 
in the manner we have done live in poor cottages made of 

’ D 2 dirt 
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be inha- SuRfi it is that the Chimfe writer often quoted (who, by 
^itanh the way, makes no fuch ^inftion between the northern and 
iefeVibeL fouthern) 


dirt and bamboes, and covered 
with llraw, raifed on a kind of 
terrace about three or four feet 
wide, and built in the form of a 
tunnel inverted; the lareeft of 
them from thirty to forty fee: in 
diameter, and with partition- 
walla ; all of '^them without 
chairs, benches, tables, beds, 
or any kind of moveables. In 
the midft is a kind of hearth, or 
firc'place, raifed about two feet 
from the ground, where they 
drefs their diet, which is com¬ 
monly rice, and other fmall grain; 
and the game, which they either 
kill with their arrows or darts, 
at which, tho' they are of the 
plaineft make, they are fo ex¬ 
pert, that they will ihoot phea* 
iants, and other birds, with as 
much certainty as we can with 
a gun; or, which is fiill more 
furprifing, which they catch by 
dint of running, they being 
fwifter of foot Uian the fleeteft 
horfes. 

They are no Icfs flovcnly in 
their diet than in their houfe- 
furniture, having neither dilhes, 
fpoons, plates, trenchers, or any 
thingto put their vifluals in, ex¬ 
cept a piece of wood, or mat, out 
of which they feed thcmfelves 
with their paws like monkeys. 
They eat their fleih and bib 
half-raw, and their beds are 
only the leaves of fome. trees 
common to their country, with 
which they litter their bed¬ 
chamber, and fo lay themfelves 
down to fleep. Their whole 
apparel is a Angle cloth, which 
covers them from only from the 
waiA down to the knees; but. 


in lieu of other ftaery, they have 
a much more colily way of ad¬ 
orning their bodies than the 
proudefi of our beaux and belles, 
•viz. painting or imbolTing on 
their .bodies tne figures of bealis, 
birds, plants, the operation 
of which puts them to fuch ex- 
quifite pain, that it would in all 
likelihood kill them, were the 
complete ornament to be put on 
at once; to prevent which, they 
take up feveral months, or even 
a whole year, to go through it; 
fo that they muli be contented 
to undergo every day fome con- 
fiderable torture, to obtain their 
finery, anddiftinguiRb themfelves 
from the vulgar : for it is not 
every one that is permitted to 
wear thefe marks of dillinfiion, 
but only fuch as have, in the 
judgment of the mofi confidera- 
ble men in their canton, or vil- 
lage, excelled in fome manly 
exercife, fuch as hunting, run¬ 
ning, (ffe. whilft the ren mud 
be content with fome few' fears 
over their fares, arms, iltc. 
They are all allowed, however, 
to blacken their teeth, wear bobs 
in their ears, bracelets above 
theirwrifis and elbows; collars 
and necklaces confifting of feve- 
ral rows of fmall grains of dif¬ 
ferent colour.% with coronets of 
the fame round their heads, 
which commonly end on the top 
with a large tuft made of the^ 
feathei's of cocks, pheafants, 
^c. which they pick, and ftick 
up with great care. So that, 
according to our author (24), 
whoever can form an idea of 
thefe fantaftical ornaments on 


(Dm ubi fu^t f, 88 , & fej. 
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fouthern) gives the 'whole country in general a much higher 
chara^er, when he fays, that it is a very beautiful ifland, 
naturally h-uitful, and bleHed with a ferene and healthful, as 
well as temperate air; extraordinarily well fituate, in the 
neighbourhood of Japan^ China^ and the Manillas, and capa* 
ble of carrying on a confiderable commerce coward and 
weAwnrd; it being polTible for fhips to fail to and from it 
the whole year round 1; and, as to the chara^er of the na¬ 
tives, even of thofe that are flill unfubdued, Du HaJde gives 
us a fhort relation out of their Chinefe accounts, which is 
far more to their advantage than to that of their polite inva¬ 
ders, and as well worth inferring here. 

The Chinefe, fa5's the account, who knew there were gold Aketerid 
mines in Pormofa befcffe they fubdued it, went in fearch of inflanct of 
them as foon as they got pofleffion of it. But, as they found Chinefe 
none in that part of which they were mafters, they refolved treachery. 
to examine the caftern part, where they were alTured they 
lay; but, being unwilling to hazard their lives in crofling 
the high mountains that parted them, they equipped a fmall 
fhip, to go thither by fea. The inhabitants received ^hem 
with furprifing kindnefs, ofiering them houfes, provifions, 
and all forts of affiflance. They continued there eight days; 
but flill found all their inquiries after the mines to prove in- 
effeflual (whether by the fault of the interpreter, who might 
perhaps have apprifed the natives of their defign, or elfe 
through their own politic fear of giving themcaufe of fufpeft- 
ing them, whom they knew to be but too jealous of the 
Chinefe power); fo that, of all the gold they came in queft 
of, they found none but a few ingots lying in the cottages, of 
which the poor people made no account. But thefe proved 
a dangerous temptation to the Chinefe ; who, vexed at their 
ill fuccefs, refolved at leaft to get at them, though by a moft 
inhuman ftratagem ; and, having equipped their (hip, by the 
help of thofe hofpitable natives,^'ho furniftied them with 
all neccflliries for their return, they invited them to a great 
entertainment, by way ot acknowlcgement ; and, having 
made them all drunk, cut their throats whilft they were 
aHeep, carried off the ingots. The confequence of this bloody 

* 1 Dion. Kao, ubi fup. p. 149. 

the body of a man of a flender two or three feet long, and co- 
eafy ihape, olive complexion, vering him from the waitl to 
with fleck hair hanging negU- the knees, will have a true pic- 
*gentlv over his ftiodders, and lure of a native of the fouthem 
all his. clothes a piece of linen part of Pormofa. 
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faftcncd very narrow, bands, or little locks of hair, of 
various colours; and the top they adorn with a creft, or tuft 
of feathers, like thbfe in the fouCh. The drefs of the wotjien 
differs but little from that of the men, except in their coats 
being fomewhat longer and finer, and their hwd-tire a little 
more bedccJce^ with finery. 

Wife m-'ey In their marriages they are lefs barbarous than the Chinefe ; 
af court- for they neither buy their wives, nor fuffer the parents, or go- 
jhif ar.i betweens, to fettle the bargain, without the liking of the par- 
mmriege. ^ies moft concerned; but every young couple chufc each other, 
without regard to fortune, family, or any inducement but 
reciprocal affeftion and liking, their parents having fcarce any 
hand at all in the match. The courrfliip is commonly begun 
by the young man ; who goes, at the head of fomc muficians 
with their inftruments, and ferenades the lafs he hath taken 
a fancy for, at her own houfe, ibr feveral days. If foe ap¬ 
proves of him, foe goes out witliout any farther ceremony, 
and fettles the terms with him ; and both acquaint their pa¬ 
rents with them, who then prepare a marriage-feaft for them. 
This^ contrary to moft other nations, is done at the bride’s 
father’s, which the new foii-in-law from thenceforward looks 
upon as his own, and himfclf as the fnppo'’t of it, never re¬ 
turning more to his father's houfe but as avi/lter. Hence the 
parents look upon daughters as greater bleffings than fons, 
bccanfe they procure fons-in-law, which become the fupport 
.of their old age. 

CovfrR- way of government, they ftill retain fome of their 

:t:snt. antient form, notwithfianding theii- fubjeftion to the Chinefe ; 

each town chufmg three or four of the antienteft, or of the 
greateft repute for probity and wifdom, to be their judges, 
to. determine all caufes and differences thgt arife among them, 
abfolutely; and if any one refufe to fubmit to their decifion, 
he is immediately driven out of the town, without hopes of 
ever being re-admitted into it; nor dares any other receive 
him. 

From that time the Chinefe have divided their lands into 
three h3'ens, or diftriffs of the third rank, each under a par¬ 
ticular governor, and other officers, fubordinate to that of 
the capital of Tay-wan, as this iaft is to the viceroy of Fo-kyen, 
^Abate, metropolis of the province. The tribute they pay to the 

Chinefe court confifts chiefly in l ice, and the fkins or tails of 
flags, and other fuch commodities as the ifland affords; to 
levy which, there is in every town or difiridt a Chinefe officer, 
who learns their language, and ferves as an interpreter to the 
mandarins. And both thcle treat them with fuch tjTanny and 
opprelfion^ as quite tir?s their patience: infomuch that, of 

twelve 
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twelve diftrifts that were fubjcft to them on the fouth, three 
of them have fince revolted, driven their interpreters away ; 
and united themfelves to their eaftern countrymen, who live 
free from tribi^te and foreign fubjedtion. The Chinefe, how> 
ever, pretend, that many other cantons have fubmitted thcm- 
fclves to the prefent emperor, and that they arS in hopes that 
the reft will in time follow their example. However, it plainly 
enough appears from the map that was ilnce made of their 
domhions in it, and publilhet^ by the Jefuits Jnno 1720 *, 
that they have rather loft than gsiined ground in it; and, from 
all that we have hitheito thet with, that they were never 
mafters of one-eighth part of it. 

We may add, that, notw^thftanding its vicinity toChlnay Hmu and 
V doth not appear that it was difeovered till about the year di/- 
1430, in the reign of the emperor Siven-ti, of the Mirig dy- 
nafty, when the eunuch O'luari’fan-ftaOy in his return from a 
voyage into the weft, was caft upon it by a ftorm. Here find¬ 
ing the Country inviting, tho’ the people fefemed to him fome- 
what favage, he ftaid to get w hat intelllgente he could of the 
ifland, to bring to that monarch ; ba: to no purpofe f and 
all he could bring away from thence, \\ as only a few phyfi- 
cal plants, which have continued in great vogue among the 
Cbincfe ever fmee f. How they came aftci wards to make 
themfelves mafteis of it, will be more properly feen in their 
fubfequent hiftory. In the mean time we will conclude the 
chaia^er of thefe iflanders in the remarkable words of our 
author They arc ftyled barbarians by the Ckinefcy yet 
appear to have truer notions of wifdom than Ibme of their 
philophers. One finds among them, even by their own con- 
fcflion, neither cheating, thieving, quarreling, nor ar»y law- 
fiiits, except againft their interpreters. They pradlice all the 
duties of equity and mutual benevolence; and whatever is 
given to any of them muft not be touched by him, till thofe, 
who (hare in the labour, partake of the w’ages. 

As to their religion, we lhall only add to w hat hath been ^ome 
faid in thelaft note, what fome Dutch writers alHrm, that many 
of thule iflanders had been converted to Chriftianity diirirjg 
the fliort time of the Dutch failory at Tay-ivan ®. And Du 
Haldc accordingly tells us, that, upon the coming thi-^ 

ther, they found feveral of them who underftood Dutchy read 
their books, made ufe of their charailers in writing, and had 
fome fragments of Scripture in the fame langtiage ftill la 

* Lettr. cur. Sr edificat. rccueil 14. p. 18, & feq, f Id. 
ibid. p. ^6. ” Du Halpe, ubi fup. p. 90. * Can- 

ptnius, Niewhoff, & al, • 

theif 
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their hands, ^ Thcfe, fays the fame author, worihip no idols, 
and even abhor every thing of that nature. They neither 
perform religious wodhip, nor fay any prayCTSj yet we have 
met with fome of them who had the i:nowl^ of one Su¬ 
preme B«ng, Creator of heaven and earth, in three Peribrts, 
Father, Son, dhd Holy Ghoft. They iikewife knew that our 
lirif parents-were called Adam and Eve and that they had, 
by their difobcdjence, brought down the anger of God on 
t^mfelves and their poftcrity ; and that recourfc was t^ be 
had to baptifm, to walh out that ftain. They were like vife 
acqusdnted with the form of that facrament, tho* they could 
not tell whether they had been baptized, or not. Thus far 
Du Ho/lde P. 

Tay-wan Wnihall conclude the account of this idandwith a dc- 
^deferi’ feripdon of its capital, and its commodious harbour. We 
have already taken notice, that it was called Tay-vian, or 
Tayovarif and was one of the nine fti’s, or capital cities, of 
the province of Fo^kyen. It is'large, populous, and well- 
built, and drives a confiderable commerce; infomuch that it 
is reckoned little inferior to moft cities in China, It abounds 
Ctmtnodi- with all forts of commodities and provifions, cither of its own' 
produce, or which are brought thither f om other countries; 
fuch as rice, corn, fugar, wine, tea, tobacco, fait, and a kind 
of dried venifon, much admired by the Chinefe. The ftreets 
are ftrait as a line; and covered, during the feven or eight' 
hot. months of the year, to keep off the heat of the fun. 
They -arc not above thirty or forty feet wide; but all well 
psved and clean, and fome of them about three miles long. 
Shopjf &c. All the houfes on each fide belong to dealers, whofe (hops 
are ftored with all forts of rich goods, fuch as filks, china- 
wire, japan-work, gold and filver utenfils and trinkets, 6r. 
all ranged in a moft delightful manner, in which art the 
' Chinefe excel; fo that thefe ftreets look rather like the galle¬ 
ries of our exchanges, where nothing is to be feen but fliops 
richly furnifived; and would be viewed with greater plcafure, 
were they not fo continually thronged. Both the Tartars and 
Chinefe live in this and the other two cities very peaceably y 
and more of the latter would in all likelihood come over, and 
lettle in it, if the former, jealous of rheir beetling too nu¬ 
merous, and ftiaking ofT the yoke, did not prevent it (A), 

Ti^re 

* CaMDJDIUS, NrEUHOFF, & al. 

(A) There is no doubt but this ifiand would induce a much 
the commodious lunation of greater number of Ckhefs fami¬ 
lies 


tijei. 

Fine 

Jheets. 



59 


C. I. 51k Hifipry China. 

There is llkiewiA^ a good noonher o£ natives that live aaiotig^ 
them, but they are moft of them fervants to the-other two. 

Thb dty of Ta^-wem hath neither walls, nor any ibrtlS- Garrifin 
cations^ b^t U def^ded by a numwous g^rrifon. The 
tars have in. the IHand no lefs than x 0,000 hode and fbot^ 
under the command of a lieutenant-general add two major- 
generals, and a proportionable number of other- offices, tvho 
are all duly changed every three years, or c^tener, if need re-- 
quire it. The two other hyens, or cities of the third rank, 
are Fong-Jhau and Chu^kj which are moAly inhabited by ChU 
ne/es, aad.kept under by a fuficient number of troops. They> 
have likewife fome confiderable villages j but no forts, ex- Ngan- 
cept fhat of Ngan-ping^ fituate at the foot of the caftlc of 
ZelandUy and inhabited by about 400 or 500 families. The 
garrlfon of it amounts to zooomen, under the command of a 
major-general. 

The port is pretty good, and flicltered from all winds, Pv7 
but the mouth of it becomes every day more and more difficult. 

It had formerly two entrances; the one called Ta-kyang^ where 
the greateft Ihips might ride with eafe ; and the other Lt^idh- 
men, where the bottom is rock, and hath not above nine or 
ten feet of water at the highell tides. The firft of thele is ieeme al~ 
now become imprafticable, fomc places not having above five 
feet of water, and thofe where it rii'es higheft not above feven, 
and is moreover choked up by the fea rolling daily ffcfti quan¬ 
tities of fand into it 1: to which we may add, what a modern, 
traveller was told there, that the Tartars, after their conqueft 
of China, ordered this harbour to be fpoUed, to prevent the 
Chineje, then in rebellion againft them, from fortifying them- 
felvcs in it; and commanded the foreign merchants to come 
and trade in the nuiin ^ But the Dutch formerly entered the 
port by that way; at the entrance of w'hich they had built 

f Dv Halpe, ubi fupra, p. 88. & al. ’ See Dam- 

vier's voyage, vol. i. p. 421. 

Ifes to come and fettle in it, for' it. The reft are, on the con- 
thc fake of trafhek; but, as trary, very careful to examine 
that cannot be done without a allpaftengersthatgoto, orcome 
particular paftport from thefrom, the ifland; left, if they 
nife mandariifs, nor this be fhould become 100 powerful 
obtained without giving Ibme there, they ihould feize on it, 
fuiSicient fecurity to them, there and caufe fome great troubles 
arc very few who venture to in the empire j and itds to pre- 
grant ihem, e^reept fome of the vent it, that they maintain there 
rapaciqiis ones, who do it un- fuch a number of forces, to 
derhand, and are well paid for keep them in awe. 
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the two forts laft mentioned, to prevent cither Chinefe or Ja^ 
fan^e velTtds coming into it. 

Thus much may fufficc for the ifland of Formofa^ in the 
defeription of which, we have wholly overlooked a fibulous 
account of it written in Englijbt and tranllated into other lan¬ 
guages about fbrty-niue years ago, by a pretended native of 
the place, and convert to Chriflianity ; biif in fuch a romantic 
llyle, and fraught with fuch monftrous abfurdities, as if he 
had rather defigned to ruin, than to eftablilh the credit of 
it. Our chief motive, therefore, for mentioning it here, is, 
that that author, who is AIll in England^ having long fii\ce 
ingenuoufly owned it to be a vile forgery, to his acquaintance, 
and within thefe few years, in print, in a late geographical 
work t; ^d exprciled a defire that thofe, who had read that 
work, lltould know what judgment to make of it, from his 
own free confeffion ; we thought It would not be unfervice- 
able to the public, to hint thus much of it here, till that more 
full account come out which he hath written concerning that 
ihameful impofture, and the fatal means by which he was 
unwarily drawn into it; and which, he there tells us, he de- 
figns to have publiftied after his death, when there will be 
leTs caufe of fufpedting him of having difguifed or palliated 
the truth. 

V. The Province of Chc-kyang, or Tfc-kian. 

7he Pro- "THIS province, fprmerly the refidence of fome of the 
•since of ^ intient monarchs, and oije of the moft confiderable on 
Che-ky. account of its maritime lituation, extent, riches, and popu- 
anjg de~ louftlefs, is bounded on the fouth by Fo-kyen^ laft defciibed ; 
fenbed. on the north and weft by Kyang-nan and Kyang-Ji ; and, on 
theeaft, by the fea. It extends itfelf from the 27th to the 
31® 20' of latitude, and from 116^ to almoft 120° of call 
longitude, according to the meridian of Paris. The climate 
of it is ferene and healthy; and the inhabitants very flout 
and numerous, amounting, according to their regifters, to 
fertility '*242,135 families, or 4,525,700 men. It is fo rich and 
nndepu- f(M:tilc, that the Chinefe fey of it, that, next to Nang-king^ 
ience. this is the paradife of arts, and the paradife of the gods % 
on accounf of its plentiful flow of all things. The country is 
fo beautifully variegated with well cultivated mountains, fruit¬ 
ful vallies, and plains, that there is hot a fpot in it which is 

t See the Complete Syllem of Geography, part ii. p. 25T. 
^ Kao, uhi flip. Martini, Le Comfte, Mariimere, Du 
&: al. . * 
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not turned to advantage. It- is moreover interfered by a 
multitude of rivers and canals, the kft cut wide and deep, 
and lined on both fides with feme hewn ftone; the plains of 
which on both fides have a communication with each other 
by a vaft number of bridges; fo that one may travel through 
the whole province either by land or water; and the many 
Tprings which fall down from the mountains and large lakes, 
with which it abounds, contribute no lefs to its fertility. 

But their greateft manufaftiire is that of filk, which is 
here the fiiieft, and more richly and curioufiy wrought with manufac- 
gold and filver, than in any other province; and yet is fo ture* 
cheap, that a good filk fuit will cofi lefs than one of the mofl 
ordinary cloth in Europe. The tribute they pay of it to the 
emperor is faid to amount to 370,466 pounds of raw, and 
2574 of wrought, befides feme other quantities of thcfineft,fent 
^ as a prefent to the court, by the imperial barges called Lung- 
y<hevi. What is feiit befides from this province into others 
of the empire, and what is exported into Japan^ the Philip¬ 
pine IJlarids^ Indiaf and Europe, amounts to an immenfc quan¬ 
tity, notwithftanding their having ftill a fufficiency left to fup- 
ply their own wants at fo cheap a rate. The truth i^, the Improve- 
inhabitants employed in it are not only very numerous, but ment on it* 
have an excellent genius at cultivating and improving every 
branch of that manufafture from firft to laft; and as expe¬ 
rience hath taught them long fince, tliat thofc worms yield 
the finefl filk which are fed on the tendereft mulberry-leaves, 
they take fuch care to have a conftant fupply of young dwarf 
mulberry-trees for that purpofe, that they are able to produce 
the greateff quantities of that kind. 

This province is famed for making the beft hams, and for 
the great quantities of candles which tliey make from a 
certain tree called U-kyeiv-mu, or tallow-tree, of which 
we fliall fpeak among their natural rarities. They have like- Curious 
wife here a curious fhrub, with a fmall white flower, not pia/tts and 
unlike our jeffamiii, but v/itii more leaves; and of fuch fr^- Jewers. 
grancy, that one Angle flower will perfume a large room, 
fome fay a whole houle. Thefe ftirubs are in fuch efieem 
among the Chinefe, that they cultivate them with the fame care 
as we do orange and other exotic plants, to preferve them 
from the rigour of the weather. Some parts of Che-kyang 
produce fuch infinite quantities of muflirooms, that tliey fend 
■ them, falted and dried, all over the empire; and thefe, when 
they have been foaked aw'hilc in water, refume their irefii- 
uefs and tafte as if they wxre newly gathered. 
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The lakes and rivers yield ^reat variety of excellent fifti, 
particularly the golden one, "wdlkh will be defcribed among 
the natnral rarities, and the firicft crayfifli in all the country. 
This province likewife produces the greateft quantities of 
batnboes, there be\ng in feme parts whole forefts of them. 
Thflfe are very large and hard, and of vaft ufe to the Chinefe; 
and, though hollow within, and divided into joints, are very 
jftrong, and will bear a great weight. They are eafily flit 
into thin flips, of which they make their mats, boxes, combs, 
dye .; and, being hollow from end lo end, arc likewife ufed 
either to convey water from place to place, or for telefcopes, 
or to ferve as tubes, cafes, and other fuch utenlils. The whole 
country is not only every-where cultivated to the belt advan¬ 
tage ; but the plains are interfered with a vaft number of 
canals, Which fwarm, as well as their rivers, with multitudes 
of Veflels of all forts and fizes, fome of them beautifully carved 
and gilt without, and neatly furnifli^d within. The inhabit-^ 
ants are ingenious, polite, and courteous to Arangers, but 
are reported td be horribly given to fuperftition *. 

CHE-KTANG hath eleven capital cities, or cities of the 
firft fank, and feventy-feven of the fecond and third rank; 
befides eighteen fortrefles, moft of them upon the fea-coafts, 
ind large and populous enough to pafs in other countries for 
eonfidcrable cities, to which we may add a prodigious number 
of large towns and villages. 

The chief cities, or fu’s, are, i. JJang~chew s Kya- 
hihgs 3. H'u<hev} ; 4. Ning-po; 5. Shavs-hings 6. Tay^ 
ehsxu : 7. Kin-wha 8. Kyu-chew ; 9. Ten-chewy or Nyen~ 
chews 10. IVen-chew; ii. Chu-chew. 

I. HANG-CHEW, the metropolis of the province, and, 
according to the Chinefe, the paradife of the world, is one 
of the largeft, mtift populous, belt: fttuate, and ricbeft, of 
the empire. Its circumference, which is ahnoft oval, is com¬ 
puted near twelve miles, befides the fuburbs, which arc of a 
prodigious extent : and the number of its inhabitants, which 
amounts to a million (B). The walls of the city are lofty, 

ftr -iig, 


• Kao, ubi'fup. Martini, Le Compte, Martikibxe, Du 
Halde. & al. 

(B) Father hath made dS\n Venetian had defcribed un¬ 

it pretty erident (27). that this dertke name of ^in-fay, and 
i« the very fame city that Paul partitmlarly with rmHon to thi^ 
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r ilrong, and diick; the ftreets fair and ftrait, though ifiirrow; 
and ^ ihops richly and beautifully fet out. It hath a pro¬ 
digious number of bridges over the canals that run thro’ it, 
and the greatefl variety of arches, and triumphal monaments, 
ereiffed to the honour of mandarins, and other coniiderable 
officers of the higheft rank and merit; all which arc beauti¬ 
fully erefted in the piazzas, and places of greatcft refort. It 
hath, befides, four lai-ge to\^’e^s of conliderable height, ad¬ 
orned with galleries, carvings, glidings, err. after thtChinefe 
manner. The commerce it drives in all forts of commodities, 
but efpedaUy in its fine and rich lilks, filver and gold bro- Jilks, 
cades, drr. equals that of the moft trading cities ; ahd both 
town and fuburbs abound with plenty of all provifions ; the 
only misfortune it labours under, is, that the waters of the 
canals, efpedally within the walls, arc bild and unwholfomc. 

But what fyfficiently fupplies that defeflr, and renders the The nvejf 
fituation moft delightful and convenient, is a litile lake named hake Je- 
Si- ha, W'hich is about two leagues in compafs, and comes fi^'hbed. 
almoft clofe to the walls on the v'eft fide of the city, .and whofc 
water is exquifitely clear and fweet. The fides of it, where 
ffie water is low, and covered all over with the beautiful flower 
Lyen-wha^ already deferibed ‘; and, on the banks round 
about, they have, reared upon wooden flakes, a kind of fa- 
loons, or piazzas, fupporteJ by pillars, and broad cai!fewa3'S 
paved with large fqi’.art; ftqncs, for the convenience of thofe 
that walk; and have openings left at proper places for the 
boats to pafs ; and handfome bridges built over them, for 
paflengers on foot. 

The lake hath two little iflands, whither the people ufu- Tp,ands in 
ally repair after they have taken the divcrfion ot rowing in it. 
their barks ; and where tiiey have built a temple, and houfes 
of recreation. The Tides of the lake are likewife adorned 
with variety of temples, fine plcafurc-houfcs, and foiac large 
monafteries for the bo-zas; and more paiticularly with a 


' Se? before, p. 32. (N). 


10,000 bridges he affirmed it to 
have over the many canals that 
run thro* and around it; which 
number Martiniy and others, 
think is not at all exaggerated, 
if we fuppofe him to have in¬ 
cluded a prodigious number of 
triumphal arches built over 
them in the city, and a v;.fl 
multitude of other bridges wiiifh 


arc fecn in the large fuburbs, 
and parts adjacent, efpedally 
thofe about the lake ^u, o» 
the call fide of which the city is 
fituate; and which amount to 
fuch a vaft num'.'fr, that, when 
added to thofe of the city and 
fuburbs, they may be well 
enough fuppoiVd to amount t© 
tr.c r.uml'C: abevt meruicned. 
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Af TN^o^lla^ lifider a Titr/ari bnt^t^e lad !ive in 
t Ibrtindfaiy ieparate'fVom the eity by a iva!l» The livcr 
which rtms on the fotrth iideoi ic^ !^ 'C(>mputed 
by ibtne twomi)es»and by others a6VriHen league,k breadth 
\ ahditahirays covered with a vaft fttitnber of vefldlscd'all forts; 
tad tsoeh that and the canals, efpecially w it^out the walls, 
* Arith iiCAthig villages, in which whole famtljes live, and cariy 
on thdr bolHiiefs. The reader may guefs at the popukmf- 
neik of the whole city and fuborbs, by the confumptlon of 
eatables which are devoured 4ti it," of which he may fee a 
ftuwt fketch^n the margin (D). The left idling worth men¬ 
tioning, of this great city, is the mountain of Ching^-ho-ang^ 
on which ftands ahigh tower, w'hich, by the help of a Lirge 
ttr-diai, water-glafs w'hU.h is made to turn the hand of a dial, Ihews the 
hour the day at a confiderable dUUnce; the figures of the 
hours behig gilt, and about eighteen inches long. Hang' 
cheii/ hath ^en dries of the fecond and third rank under its 
jurifdiftiott, whids arc likewife rich and opulent ; but we 
have neither room to deferibe them here, or any of the otha s 
of the firft rank, except that of 

NlldC'PO, or, as the Portuguefe call it, Lyang-pOf or 
LuimpOf which is a handfome fea-port on the eafieru Tea, 

■ Conf. Dtr*N. K*o, ubi fiipra, p. 137. & Li Compte, La 
MA aTiMiaai, Du Haldi, & al. 


Mhig'po. 


(C) Thnfe who have read 
MarthH 'xvoUen account of 
this lake/and its adjacent llruc- 
tures, will find this, wc have 
chiefly taken from Du Halite to 
tome vaHly Ihori of it: but 
Father Le Compte had already 
retrenched fome confiderable ex¬ 
aggerations of bis brother Jefuit, 
witK refpcA to its largenefs; 
and efpecially of its pretended 
palaces, and magnificent 
httflmpgs, which he rather re- 
pn^fehts as a parcel of wooden 
holies, reared up hither for con- 
vehieaceor diverfion. Whether, 
therdToce, Mertirn'i defcriptlon 
was defignedly exaggerated, or 


whether tbofe fumptuous firuc- 
tures have been fince deftroyed, 
or gone to ruin, which is not 
for us to decide, we have no 
rcafon to fuppofe that the lake 
makes a better figure now.i^han 
that in which DuHalde hath de- 
feribed it. 

(D) It is computed toamottot 
to 10,000 Tacks of rice (each 
fack containing as much 3$ wUl 
fufiice 100 men) and 1 o,ooohog« 
per day ; o;(cn, *cowSj fheep, 
goats, fifh, fowl, fsTr! jn pro-, 
portion; all.which arit;^ here 
ibid very cheap, and eaten in. 
great quamities. 

^ ! 

dv«--ags4nft 



C. i. Tie Htjlory 0 /ChmtL, ^6$ 

Over-againft the coafts of y^apan t and Hands on the conMu- GDr«A 
cnce of two fmall rivers, which form a canal thence to the 
fea. The plain ground is a kind of fpacious oval bafon, ter¬ 
minated by hills, which extends itfelf a conAderable length 
and bieadth, and is exceedingly fertile. The town, which 
Hands near the centre, is encompafled with a ?Hrong wall of 
free-Hone, and 5074 geometrical paces in compafs. Thefe 
have five noble gates, two of which look eaHwards, towards 
the port; befides two large arched water-gates, at which the 
barges come in and out. The port is defended by a citadel Ctmmttc* 
built on a very high rock, at the foot of which fhips muH ne- 
ce/farily pafs within the diHance of half a piHol-ftiot. One tide 
brings them up along the fine chanel above-mentioned, which is 
here above 150 fathoms u ide, and every-where feven or eight 
deep. The entrance of Nhig-po, however, is difficult, efpe- 
cially for large veflels, there being but fifteen feet of water 
at the bar in the Ipring-tides ; but that doth not hinder its w/V/S* Ja- 
carrying on a great traffick with lintuvia, Siam, and efpecially pan. 
with Japan, Nanga-zaki being only two days failing from it; 
and it was partly on this account that our Eajl-lndia comjftny 
did once endeavour to have eHabliflied a commerce with it. 

About eighteen or twenty leagues from Ning-po lies the 
ifland of Che'w-Jban, whofe port is pretty good, b«t not fo 
convenient for trade; and there it was that our Englijh fhips 
put in by accident, not being able to find out the way to 
Ning-po, through the many iflands that lie feattered along 
that coaH: the reader may fee the ifland deferibeJ in the 
margin (E). The chief commerce of Ning-po confiHs in the 
line filks which arc nianufadlureJ in this province, and wdikh 
are expoited into foreign parts ; efpeclally japan both raw 
and wrought, togctiier \v ith fugar, drugs, fidt-fifli, and flefh 

(E) CheujJhan, Bhvfan, or well walled and peopled j and 
Ch t-tiu-xan, is about fourteen here it was that our 
leagues in length, and three company began to trade, Jnno 
or four ill breadth, under the 1700; as they were not per- 
thirtieth degree of latiiude, and mitted to fail to Ning po, the 
between the fifth and Uxth of town having a very convenient 
eart longitude from the mer dian bay. There is a great number 
of Pe-kim. It is moliJy inha- of fmall iflands round this of 
bited by Chine/e, who fled thi- VJiLnu Jhan ; but none of them 
ther from the irwading Tartars'', wor.h notice, except one called 
and fo well peopled, that it harii, Pou to, ’vhich is chiefly famed 
wc are told, nolefs than feventy- for its great refort, on account 
two ci;ies, or large towns, feat- of fonie extraordinary worfliip 
ed along the coaflt, and within performed there by the idola- 
the bay (28). T’he capital bears trous bonzas (29). 
the name of the ifland, and is. 

Ailat Sininf. fu'fj.c. (25) fj, ib, Ptd. Q Qcrnttlle, La Mar'i- 

mtrr. Du Ihliie, a!. 

Mod. tifsr. Vol. Vlfl. . E and 
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Extent, 

fertility, 
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(F), wine, dsc* in Kcu of wWdi, they bring back eopi^» 
iilver, and gold, Ning~po hath four handfome cities under 
its jurifdiftion, behdes lereraJ fortrei!^, which we have no 
rca>m to dwell upon 


VI. yi&e Province of Hu-quang. 

T his is the firft in rank of the inland provinces, and is 
furrounded on the eaft by Kyangft and Kymg-nan; on 
the fouth by ^nangfi and ^ang-tong: on the weft by ^ey- 
cheiu and Se-chiuai ; and, on the north, by Shen-fi and Ho- 
nan. It is a very large province; and extends itfelf from 
24® 45' to 33^ 20' of latitude, and eight degrees in weft 
longitude from the meridian of Peeking; and the river Tang' 
tfp, which crofles it in the middle, from eaft to weft, divides 
it into two parts, or viceroyftiips, the northern and thefouthern. 
It is little inferior to any other province in fertility, healthi- 
nefs, and opulence; the greateft part of it being a rich flat 
foil, interfered with a number of rivers, befides the Tang-tfe 
above-mentioned ; and a vaft multitude of canals, and fome 
conliderable lakes (G); all which greatly contribute to itg 
Martini, LeComptb,Martiniere,DuHalde,& al. 


(F) The people of Nhg pe 
not only drive a vaft trade of 
this falt-ii(h and fleih abroad, 
but eat it in fuch quantities, that 
itis a common faying among the 
Chimfe, that their bodies, after 
death, cannot corrupt, becaufe 
they have been falting them all 
their lives againft it Some par- 
ticularexcellency,however,there 
jnuft be either in their fait, or 
way of falting thofemcats,which 
prefervesthem,whilft alive, from 
the feurvy, and other difeafes, 
which the too frequent ufe of 
that fort of food is known to 
caufc ; neither is it the fcarcity 
of other provifions that makes 
them live fo much upon this, 
the town abounding with as 
great a variety of others as any 
one in the empire. 

(G) This province of Hu~ 
quang Teems to have its name 
from thofe lakes, or at leaft 
from one of the largeft of them, 
of which we lhall fubjoin a 
ihort defeription (the word Hu 

( 29 ) AilatSinduJ, fuhvec. 


iignifying a lake, and quatrg a 
territory). It is called 7 'cw^- 
tiftg-hu ; and is computed about 
400 miles in circuit, and is fitu- 
ate very near the middle of the 
province. It hath on the north- 
eaft end a communication with 
the river Ymg~tfe^ and with a 
vaft number of other rivers and 
canals; fo that there is always 
a prodigious quantity of vefTcls 
navigating to and from it. 

It is, however, apt to be very 
ftormy and dangerous at fome 
feafons, whence many confider- 
able fhipvvrccks happen upon it. 
One in particular is recorded in 
their hiftory; in which 300 large 
tranfports, with 50,000 men, 
perifhed all in one night (29). 
In other refpefts, it is not only 
of vaft benefit to the province, 
on account of the great com* 
merce above-mentioned, but of 
the prodigious quantities of iifli 
and wild-fowl that breed in and 
about it. 


Vidi Cirtttille, Martiaiere, Du HauUe, & el, 

icr^ 



C. 1. tiiJUry of China. 

fertility, and facilitate its commerce. , What mountains there Predu&, 
are in it do likewife produce fomething that helps to inrich 
it: fome are covered with Hately pines, and other trees, fit 
for the nobleft ftruftures ; others abound with medicinal and 
other herbs and plants. Some have mines of cryftal, iron, Un, 
tutenag, and other bafe metals ; to fay nothing of thofe of gold 
and filver, which are not permitted to be digged; for, from 
thofe mountains is wafhed d<iwn fome quantity of gold by 
the torrents that flow from them. As for wheat, rice, and 
other grain, fruits, <bc. it yields fuch plenty of them, that 
it is emphatically flyled the granary of Chinas and fends ac¬ 
cordingly vaft quantities yearly into other provinces. 

But the greateft manufafture of this province is ^^XManufacr 
of cotton, which grows and is wrought here in vafl quanti- tures. 
ties; and of a fort of paper made of bamboes, which grows 
in great plenty in the low-lands. The plains likewife nourifh 
an infinite number of a little kind of worms, which pro¬ 
duce a fine wax, of which we fliall fpcak in a proper place. 

This province was formerly governed by a great number of 
princes, defcended from the imperial family of Hong-vu, who 
made almofl: as great a figure as the Ch'imfc emperors; &iit Jntient 
that noble and numerous race hath been intirely extirpated by 
thc Tartars tirpated, 

HU-^U A NG hath fifteen cities of the firftrank, eight of 
which belong to the northern, and feven to the foiithern part 
of it. The former hath alfb lixty of the fecond and third 
rank; and the latter fifty-four, befides eleven military ones, 
and other fortrclles, and to\viis and villages in jnuch greater 
number. 

The eight cities belonging to the northern part are, i. Vu- Cities of 
ghang; 2 . Han-yang; Ngan-h; Synng-y.vig, 5. 
yang; 6 . Te-n-^an; 7. Kin-therv; 8 . lVhaiig~chj‘'-jj . 

Those belonging to the foiithern part are, i, Chang-cha, nf the 
the capital of it; i. Yo-chew ; 3. Puu-king; Heng-chsw;/auth€rnf 
5. Chang-te; 6 . Chi'ig-ibirc; ; 7. Yor.g-chc-vj. part. 

VU-CHANGy metropolis of the whole province, as well Vu chang 
as of the Hu~pe, or northern part, and the refidence of the difcriled. 
governor, or viceroy, is feated, as it were, in the centre of the 
Chinefe cxa^n'c‘y and, by means of the river 2 h which 

runs through it, hath an cafy communication with every pro¬ 
vince of it, anti hath a great refort from them. It fnfi'ered 
very much, as well as tlic reft of the province, during the 
late wars, but hath fo well recovered itfclf fince, that it is 
hardly inferior to any other in Chinay either for largenefs, 

* Kao, Martihi, Le Compte, Martiniekb, Du Halde, 

al. 
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opulence, populoufnefs, or opuleuc?. j^ong otjier its magi^^nt 
ir«Jic,kc. edifice, it ftilf me ujjmjptBopS^ .®f antient 

priiKes, and fivefft^t^ temple?, Famw lo^.J^^^gepds and 
degree.’.conpourfedf to it, which* fel- 
dom fe^cr thap Spoo’^t^ ib.dooj and lie r^ged fdme miles 
in length upon the riverj many .of them” of a jaf^e fize, and 
finely buUt,, joined to the fine ptofpe£l’of the city, is, when 
viewed from force neighhpunn^, .eniinfince, efteemed one of 
the rtioft delightful villa’s that can he imagined. 

VU-CHAN.G ftands in latitude 30° J4'j and weft longi¬ 
tude fi^oin Pe-king 2^ and hath under its jurifdiftion one 
city of the fecond, and nine of the third rank, befides military 
. ; - ' ones, forts, <bc. The reft of the cities of this province have 

nothing particular worth mentioning. 


VH. fht Province of 


VII. 

Henan 

deferibed. 


ftriih 
(hmate 
mndfail. 


J $ bounded, on the north, by ihofe of Pe-cheU and Shanf ; 
* on the weft, by ^hen-Ji ^ on the fouth, by Hu-quang ; and 
on the eaft, by Bhan-iong ; it is likewife watered by thelVhang- 
ho, which “runs acrofs the north part of it, from weft to eaft, 

, and divides it from Shang-ft, and part of Shan-'tong. The 
thinefe,%\\e this province the title of Chong-wha, or, the 
jlfnuer of the middle, becaufe it lies in the heart of the em¬ 
pire} and, confequently, according to their deep knowlege 
of geography, in the heart of the world. It extends itfelf 
from 31° 20' to 37° of latitude, arid from 6° 15' of weft to 
o® 20* of call: longitude, from the Pe~king"s meridian ; fo thajt 
the mildnefs of its climate, joined to the fertility of its lands, 
render it a moft delightful abode. The Chinefe affirm, more- 
Qv^, that To-hi, the great founder of their monarchy, fixed 
hisJipourt in this province, whofc reign, according to fome au¬ 
thors, began 2592 years before Chrift; which, if true, would 
confirm the chronology of the Septuagint But we hope that 
wje have elfewhere fufficiently exploded that pretended anti¬ 
quity pf the Chinefe monarchy »; and ftiall fay much more on 
^Tubje^ in the fequel. 

However, it is not Improbable, that the delightfulnefs and 
Jeat of //j»/’fertility of this province might invite fome of their antient 
empire, jjponarchs to choofe it for their relidence} and, accordingly, 
the Chinefe hiftory affinns the city of Kay-fongf&, the metro¬ 
polis of it, to have been the feat of the empire, during a long 
fii^ffiontrf monarchsi tHIitwas, at length, overflown, and 


Once the 


’^1’ Dcr Hald*, fub'Hd-naii, p.-loz. 
<t^ory, vol. XX. p. 109} & feq., 
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covered fattd *, fey a great inundation, of which we flxaU 
fpeak in the Cequei. It is indeed fo healthful and fertile, thiat Gnat 
it abounds wiiii eveiy thing for life or delight. The ^er?i^^»(y* 
part of it, efj^clally, is fo rich, and wdl cultivated, and fo 
variegated with gardens, orchards, pleafure-houfes, noble feats, 

6c. that one may travel through it above C^en days with 
furprifing delight. The weftern part is, indeed, more moun¬ 
tainous ; but thofe mountains are no lefs rich, in fine timber, 
variety of metals and minerals, plants, 6c. and the vaft quan¬ 
tities, as wdl as variety, of corn, rice, fruits, and other pro- - 
duff, which both the hills and dales do yield, as wdl as the 
tribute the province pays for tliem, and for filks, cloths, cot¬ 
tons, and other commodities, is almoil incredible. It is like- tine^Ih,' 
wife famed for a remarkable lake, which draws to it great 
numbers of thofe w’ho are concerned in the filk manufacture, 
on account of the inimitable luftre which its water gives to 
that commodity. There is likewife, in the neighbourhood 
of the city of Nan-yang^t a kind of ferpent, whofe fkin is 
fpeckled with little white fpots, which fkin the Chinefe phyfi- 
dans infufe in a phial full of wine, and make ufe of the ihfu- 
£on as an effectual remedy againft the palfey \ 

HO-NAN hath, befides fortrefles, caftles, and military C/iV/. 
towns, eight cities of the firft, and 102 of the fecond and 
- third rank. Thofe of the firft, are, i. Kay-fong-ftl; 2. ^ie~ ^ 
t€ i 3. Chang-te i 4. Vekyan; 5. Whay-kingi 6. Ho-nans 
7.' Nan~yangi 8. Vu-ning. 

KAT’FO NG‘FUy or Shai-fong, the metropolis of the pro- Kay-fo»g 
vincc, and once one of the nobleft in the empire, was fituate 
in a large fertile plain, about four miles and a half from the 
IVhang-hoy or yellow rivery and in latitude 34° 52', and lon¬ 
gitude weft from Pe-king 1® 56'; but its low fituation beneath 
the waters of that river occafioned its ruin, in 1642, when 
being clofely befieged by the rebel Ly-chuangy at the head of defnyed* 
100,000 men, the general, who was fent to relieve it, con-, 
triv^ the fetal dcfign of drowning his army, by breaking die 
great bardc, which had been reared, at a vaft charge, to pre- 
l^e the country from being overflowed by that great river (H), 

Uis 

* Vide Kao« ubi fupra, p. 128. ^ Dv Halde, ubi fap. 

p. 102. vid. & al. fap. citat. 

(H) This river, it feems, runs fible the violence of its waters,^ 
fo much higher than the adja- their mouarchs had caufed high 
cent lands, and had made fuch and ftrong dikes to be. thrown 
horrid devaflations among then^ up along its banks, the len|$h 
that^i to prevent as much as pof* of about thirty leagues. Yet 
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His fM'ojcA fucceeded indeed; but proved tbe' ruin and da- 
ftruftion not only of this noble capim, but '<rf 300,000 of its 
inhabitants, by the violence and fwiftncfs of the (jvcrfiow c. 

By what is ftill to be feen of its ruins, it appears to have 
been three leagues in ccwnpafs. The annotator on Dionyjms 
Kao adds, thlt it had lain ever fmce like a pond, ot morafs; 
and that all the vafi; pains and expcnce, to drain and reflore it, 
had proved fo unfuccefsful, that the court had given over all 
further thoughts about it However, a new one hath been 
rebuilt fince (as moft authors tell us, on the other fide of the 
river, though Du Halde takes no notice of this laft particular), 
on which great pains and coft have been fpent, to raife it to 
its priftinc grandeur; but it comes ftill very ftiort of it. How¬ 
ever, its jurifdidfion is ftill very extenfive, and contains four 
cities of the fecond, and thirty of the third rank. The others 
have nothing particular worth "^our mentioning here, except 
that of Ho-nan, which, though fituate in the midft of moun¬ 
tains between three rivers, is of lute become very confiderablc, 
both for its wealth and noble buildings, particularly f<»ne 
ftately temples, dedicated to antient heroes. The Chinefe^ who 
called their country the navel of the earth, ftiled this city the 
center ()f the navel, becaufe it ftands in the center of the em¬ 
pire. Its diftrift extends over one city the fecond, and 
thirteen of the third rank. In one of the latter, named Teng-> 
fong-hym, ftands the high tower built by the celebrated Che^- 
kongj where he ufed to obferve the ftars. ' They Ihew you 
there likewifc the inftrument which he made ufe of to find 
the meridian ihadow, in order to difeover the height of the 


* Du Malde*, ubi fupra. ^ Vide notes on Ifbrandz Ides, 
' p. i z8. 


thefe fometimes proved fo weak 
againil the violence of its cur- 
. rent, that the adjacent cities 
were obliged to call up new 
ones, at fome fmall diilance 
from their walls, to fupprefs its 
rapid fury (30). 

This river. Father Le Compfey 
who calls it the Hoamboy tells 
tre, hath its rife among the 
iaitheft part of the mountains 
which cover tbe province of 
iu^chweiiy in the weft; whence 


it throws itfelf into Tartaryy and 
Hows a conhderable way along 
the great wall, at which it Fe> 
enters Chinay between the pro¬ 
vinces of Skan fi, and Sken-fii 
thence it continues its courfe 
through this of Hv-nan j and, 
having crofted part of that of 
Kan-khgy and flowed about 
600 leagues through the land, 
it difenibogbes itfelf, at laft, 
into the eall fea, not far from 
the mouth of the J^’a»g (31}. 

( 31 ) Lt Ctmfit, 


(3'>) Mar^hiy jttlai. La Mariiniery Du llaUty & A, 
' ktttr 4 . vij. & fup> enat. 
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^Ic. , .Tl«y to him the invention of the mariner’s 

ojn^af^* ^hove i ooo years before Chrilt *. 

• r,;-j--.;{! ff..’>. ■ . 

: JfiH. €b 6 ht(mnc€ »/Shaiv-tong, 

CHAN-'fOJNG^ Xan-tun, Canh^^, ^^ha^-Un, is bounded VIII. 
cm the by Pe-chli, and part of Ho-nan, lajfl: de- Shan- 
feribed; on the louth, by Kyang-non, by the Tmg-yangt or tong </«- 
caftem fea, on the eaft, and on the north, by the fame fea, AAbed. 
and part of Pe-^cheU, lx. extends itfelf from 34° 30' to 38** 20' 
of latitude, and from i® to 6° 25' of eaft longitude, from 
Pe~king ; and is one of the moft fertile provinces, and fineft 
olintates, in all China. It not only produces every thing that Pertility. 
ts neceilary for life and delight, but in fuch great plenty, that 
one crop is fnfticient to afford its inhabitants feveral years j[u> 
ftenance, though this is partly owing to Its not Being fo po¬ 
pulous as fome other provinces of the empire. , , 

It hath a good number of lalces, rivers, and brooks, which 
contribute to fertilize and enrich it, .beftdes the great imperial 
canal, which crofles fome part of it, and by which alh the 
barks that come from the fouthern parts do fall to Pe-king ; 
where the very tribute of the vaft quantities of merchandizes, 
drc. which they bring, is computed to amount to more than 
ten millions ^: fb that nothing can obftruift the richnefs and 
fecundity of this province, but either too long a drought (for 
it rains but feldom in it), or the great havock which is fre¬ 
quently made by the locufts, which breed in the plains, in a 
dry feafon, and deftroy every thing they come at. 

The^e infefts are reckoned one of the three plagues with Three 
which this province is infefted. The next is, the vaft droves 
of wolves which range among the mountains and plains, 
which are very fierce and ravenous, and do a great deal of 
mifehief. The laft is, the numerous gangs of robbers wh|$h 
tnfeft the liighwr.ys over the mountains, and often come down 
into the plains, and plunder and ravage the villages and open 
towns. In other refpe6ts, Shan-iong enjoys a ferene and mild 
climate, a fruitful foil, and a good traffic. ' ' 

The inhabitants, which are computed to amount to Number ^ 
770,555 families, or 6,759,675 men, are healthy and ftout,/&«/». 
infomuch, thjt the boys are commonly feen to go naked m the 
coldeft weather, and takc^ pleafure in fouling one another in 
water. They> manufacture filk* in. great quantities and ,va- Afarticu* 
rkty; and, belides the common fort, which is produced by the oj 

• Martini, Atlas, Martinisre, Du Halos, * Id. 
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Hlk-vronns, they have another ibrt» 'which is :^i»l np<m 
trees and bu&es In great plenty, which is a lund of 

worm, not unlike our caterpillars. This lair, coarfer 

than the common fort, is Wronger, and more cmdpwEI:; and 
of both thefe they drive a great trade, by means ix ^their ri- 
vers*arid canals. 

Among other curious fruits, 'which this province produces 
in common with the reftf that which they call which 
are a peculiar kind of figs, no-where to lx met with but in 
C^ina, grows here in greater plenty than in any other pfo* 
vince. Thefe do not ripen till the beginning of autnmn; and^ . 
being dried as other figs are, contraft a kind of cruft of can¬ 
died fugar, which gives them a delicious tafte: fo that thefe 
are fent from hence into all the provinces of the empire, and 
even out of it, in great quantities. By thefe means, it hath 
been able to raife itfelf to its priftine fplendor, from which it 
was funk into the loweft degree of defolation, having been a^ 
moft totally ruined by the civil wars, on account of its being 
fo often forced to ftiift fides, and thereby becoming a prey to 
both. However, what renders this province moft venerable 
among the Chinefe is, that their great philofopher Kong-fu-tfe, 
commonly called by us Confucius^ drew his firft breath in it 8; 
of whom we ftiall have occafion to fpeak more fully, in a pro¬ 
per place. 

SHAN-TONG hath fix cities of the firft rauk, all very 
populous and fiourUhing; and thefe have.no lefs than 114 of 
the fecond and third rank, befides a great number of towns 
and villages, and fifteen fortrefles, fome of them very large, 
and all of them built to guard the entrances of their ports, 
and the mouths of their rivers. There are likewife leverd 
iflands fcattered along the gulph, which are no lefs popu¬ 
lous, and afford convenient harbours for Chinefe tranfports, 
and a quick and eafy pafTage to and from Korea and Lyeau- 
h m. ^ 

The 

* Dion Kao, ubi fupra, ch. 3, p. 121, & feq. ^ Vide 
Martin, Le Compte, Kao, Martinibre, Dv Halde, &c. 

(I) The three moft confider- who built the great wall. This 
able of them are, Feu-xu^ A«- prince being a cemfummate war- 
muen, ^nATen-hm^i the 1 aft of Hour, but a mortal enemy to 
which is famous for being the all philofophers, ordered them 
dreadful ftage on which 500 all to repair to a certain place, 
Chitiefe philofophers were mur- under pretence of connilting 
dcred, by order of the emperor them about fome important 
Ai«i, ox Chi wattg-tif the fame point; but, having got dxm' 
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^P0 £ ^tWong’^hang:^ /^, Tjfi^->€hev): ^, Ten~cbev/t 6. Lay^ 

chew. 

. TSf-NJNy Zi'-nany Ci-^nwy metropblis of the province, Tfi-ium 
is convemcotly fimate on the fouth fide of the river T^ng-bo» ^fo'ihtd. 
otherwife called or Z.«, by which it hath a commuidca- 
tion with the great canal, and carries on ^ great commerce by 
It Into other provinces. It is large, and well peopled, and ' 
■iafisieid har its many public buildings, Tome of them 
iite beauty, and for having been the refidence of a 
of mcmarchs, whofe ftately monuments yield amoA.^p^e 
profpedl, from the adjacent hills, on which they arc re^^.. 
Seventy-two of thofe monarchs are celebrated, in the Chipefe 
annals, for their pacific reigns, and the many frately temples, 
monafleries, arches, bridges, and other public edifices, which 
they built, as well as for their Angular application to religion, 
and the welfare of their fubjefls. 

TSI‘NAN hath four cities of the fecond-, and twenty-fix 
of the third rank; and ftands in 36° 45' of latitude, and in 
0° 39' eaft longitude, .^'om Pe-king. The others have no- Chinele 
thing particular in them, except the great borough of Ten- glafs, 
ching, famed for the manufacture of a fort of glafs, but more 
brittle than that of EuropCy and which breaks when expofed to 
too fharp an air K 


IX. ^be Province of Shan-fi. 

VHAN-S Ij Shang-fiy Xan-Jiy or Chan-Jiy is bounded on the IX. 
^ eaft, by Pe-che-U ; on the weft, by Shen-Ji ; on the fouth, Shan-fi 
by Ho-nan ; and on the north, by the Chinefe wall, which dffirihtd. 
parts it from Tartary. It extends itfelf but a little way from 
eaft to weft; viz. from 1° to 6° 23' of weft longitude from 
Pe-king-y but from north to fouth much more; viz. from 
34® 37' to 40® 50' of latitude. It is affirmed, by the Chinefey 
to have been the firft inhabited province in tlw: whole empire; 
and, though it be nothing fo large as fome of thofe we have 
dcfcribed, yet is to the full as fertile and populous, in pro- 


^DuHaldb, ubi fupra, p. 105, & al. 

all together, fhipped them off to alllearning, and learned men, 
to this ifland, where they were as we (hall have occafion to 
all murdered ; though others fiiew, when we come ta fpealc 
fay, they drowned tnemfelves of his reign. 

(32}. He was no lefs an enemy 


4 


(3 s} Piim, Katy ekijnffayf. I2i< & el. tine. 
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Vetjihigh portion to Its 

mountains, hath a great Somber of tnoanaiin^ and ktsaa of tt^ of 4 
frightful height and fuggedncfs j but the greateft part of the 
reft are well cultivated, and cut into teiralles fmm top to 
bottom, and bear plenty of corn, and other grain (K). 

The phia^are ftiU more fertile, but have not fo great a 
quantity of canals to irrigate them; on which account^ they 
do not yield inch abundance of rice as other provinces do. 
Thdr vines produce excellent grapes, of which' the 
might make wine, did they not prefer the eating of them 
dried, and fending the remainder into other parts of the em¬ 
pire. 

ProduS. This province furniflics alfo abundance of mulk, pwphyry, 
marble, jafper, ^c. and hath fome mines which yield great 
ftore of iron, which is fabricated into variety of utenfils, 
efpedally culinary, which are fent into other provinces. The 
people are ftout, and obliging, but illiterate; and the women 
much admired for their beauty, and flender lhape. 

Ctics, This province hath fivecitics of the firft rank, and eighty-five 

cd the fecond and third: thofe of the firft rank are; 1. T%y~ 
ywen; 2 . Ping-yang; 3. Ltt-ngnn ; 4. Fivcn-chew ; 5. Tay- 
tong. The number of families in it amounts to about 589,959, 
or 5,084,015 men. 

Tay-ywcn TAY-YIVEN^ Tai-ven^ Tha-yen-fd, metropolis of the pro- 

dejerihed. vince, is fitiiate on the river Fiven-ho, in 35° 53^ of latitude, 
and 3° ss' of weft longitude, from Pe-king. It is antient, 
populous, and large, its walls meafuring about three leagues 
in compafs; but is much decayetl of its former fplendor, 
when the princes of the blood, of the imperial family of Tay- 


(K) Some of thefe mountains, 
%e are told, are fo foft on the 
furface (33), that one may dig 
four or five feet deep, without 
meeting the leaft Itone; and 
fome of them have very fpa- 
cious plains on the top. They 
are, moreover, remarkable for 
their inexhaullible mines of 
•oals, which the inhabitants 
nfe for fewcl, where wood is 
icarce. 

There is one very remarkable 
' thing, which Martini tells iis, of 
thefe mountains, not indeed of 
iiis own knowlege, but on the 

(f3> Du jy^ra, p. 106, 


report of the inhabitants; wa. 
that they open, in fundry places, 
in the form of firey wells, tho’ 
without flame; fo that, by nar¬ 
rowing the mouther them, one 
may fo concenter the heat as to 
lay pots, kettles, frying-pans, 
and other culinary veffeTs, and 
drefs victuals over them. The 
fire, he adds, burns but dimly; 
and if, to accelerate the heat, 
one throws any wood into thefe 
holes, it will hardly flame,, 
but will burn like our char¬ 
coal (34). 

Ckaw-fi. 

. *tingf 
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ming, rcfided in it, vrhofe ftately palaces are lince run into 
decay, and fome of them lie in ruins, none daring to rebuild . ,. 
them. The dty hath a fruitful and delightful territory around ^ 
it; and the adjacent mountains yield a curious profpeft of * 
royal monuments, ail cither of marble or hewn Hone, and of 
a conflderable extent; belldes triumphal ai^hes, ilatues of 
heroes, figures of lions, horfes, and other animals, in dif- 
fo^nt attitudes, and very natural. The whole is encorapafled 
with a kind of foreft of antient cyprefs, planted chequer^ 
ways. 

The jurifdiftion of Tay-ywen extends over five cities of 
the fecond, and twenty of the third rank. 

X. Hie Province of Shen>fi. 

VHE N-S If Xen-fif Xien-Jtf is bounded on the eift, by the x. 

^ Wang-ho, which parts it from Shan-fif laft defcribed; on the Shen-fi 
fouth, by Se’chtterif and Hu-qttang ; on the north, by Tartary, defcribed, 
and the great wall; and on the weft, by the Mogol Tartary. It 
extends itfelf, in fbme parts, from 3 2° to 40® of latitude, and Dimifietu 
from 5° 40' to almoft 16° of weft longitude, from Peeking, but 
in a very irregular manner. It is divided iuto^two parts, or go¬ 
vernments, the eaftern, and the weftern, which contain eight 
cities of the firft, and 106 of the fecond and third rank, bclides 
a great number of fortreftes, caftlcs, redoubts, built at proper 
diftances, along the great wall f. Among thofe fortrefles, or, 
as they may be more properly called, military cities, thofe 
efpecidly of the firft, being as large, rich, and populous, as 
moft of the inland cities, and are twenty-three in number, 
the two following are moft conflderable; viz. Kan~chew and 
Su-chevj ; the former of which is the refidence of a viceroy, 
and feveral mandarins, the principal of whom receive their 
orders from none but the court; and the latter is ecyual in 
ftrength, and its governor in power, with the former, only 
this is divided into two parts, one of which is moftly inha- , 
bited by Chinefe, and the other by ftrangers k. Here are, be- 
ftdes the twenty-three above-named, a good number of others, 
of a fecond and third order, but nothing fo large, though 
very ftrong, and well garrifoned, belides the forts and re¬ 
doubts, which are chiefly defigned to guard the gieat wall. 

SHEJ^-SJh one of theantienteft and largcft provinces in Geverm* 
the empire; and had formerly three viceroys over it *, though, 
at prefent, it hath but two, exclulive of the two governors 
above-mentioned, who are independent on them. 


t See before, vol. iv. p. 363, Sc feq. 
nblfup. p. 108. 1 Kito, ubifup. p. ia6. 


* Dv Haldb, 
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tlimat€. The air here is very temperate; and the people more 

and afTefted to llrangers, than in any of thefe northern pro> 
Soi/. vinces. The foil is rich and fruitful ; and fome of the moun¬ 
tains have mines of gold, though forbidden to be opened 
Go/i/ea under the fevereft penalties; but the rivers and torrents, whidi 

fond, flow from them) bring down fuch quantities of that metal, 

that an infinite number of people maintain themfelves by the 
bare profit that arifes by waftiing and feparating it from the 
froduS. fand. The plains yield but fmall quantities of rice, for want 
of a fufficient number of canals : but they make ample amends 
for it by the prodigious plenty of corn they produce, befides 
medicinal and other plants, roots, crc. particularly rhubarb, 
which is here excellent, and cultivated with great care. One 
misfortune, however, this province labours under, viz, frequent 
Sv/armsof and extraordinary droughts, which never fail of being followed 
grajhop- vi^ith fuch prodigious fwarms of gralhoppers, and other infects, 
P*’*- as quite darken the fun, and eat up every herb, bufti, and even 
the fmall boughs of the trees : at fuch times the whole coun¬ 
try come out, and kill them as faft as they can, and eat them 
as a great dainty. In fome parts of Shen-Jif particularly in 
the neighbourhood of its metropolis Si-gnan, or Sigan, is a 
fort of fait earth, which, being boiled and cryftallized, makes 
a very good white fait; and, in fome other places further, the 
ground, after a good fhower of rain, emits a kind of froth, 
which is made into an excellent foap. The head cities be¬ 
longing to this province are as follow: 

Cities. eaftern part, calbd I-tong, are, i. Si-rrgam 2. Yen- 

ngdn; 3. Fong-tfyang; 4. Hang-chong. 

And in the weftern, called I-Jiy 5. Ping-lyang: 6 . Kong- 
chang: 7. Lyng-tau: 8. Kin-yang. 

Si-t»gan SI-NGAN-FUy the metropolis of the whole province, is 
deferihsd. ^ very large city, commodioufly fituate on a delightful afeent 
on thefouth fide of the river /r/vy, in latitude 34° i6', and’ 
Famod 'veil longitude from Pe-king 7® 35'. Its walls are ftrorig 
^oalls. lofty, about four leagues in compafs, and flanked with a 

great number of towers, of an excellent fabricature, which 
hath given rife to the faying, that it is girt with a golden 
girdle. Among other noble buildings that adorn it within, 
is fiill to be feen the palace of the antient kings who reigned 
in this province, and who were once very powerful, and pof- 
fe/Ted a vaft traft of the empire j fome ftatdy temples, trium¬ 
phal arches, drr. 

Carrif.n. The principal forces of th.t Tartan^ defigned for the de¬ 
fence of the north of Chin.% are garrifoned here, under a ge- 
c neral of their nation, who, with his troops, live in a feparatc 

, • part 
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part of the city, divided from the reft by a wall. The chief 
mandarins of the province, who are here lik!e\'(dre in great 
numbers, are moftly Tartars, The mountains adjacent 
abound with deer, hares, and other game; and produce, 
among other fo^ils, a white kind of earth, which is much 
valued by the ladies, who infufe it In wate{, and whiten 
their complexion with it. 

It was near this city that Father Le Compte tells us there J Chrifti- 
was a monumental marble table dug up Anno 1645, which monu* 
was ten feet long, and fix broad ; and on the top of which 
was engraved a crofs ; and a little below it an inscription, in 
charafters partly Chinefe^ and partly Syriac^ importing, that 
an angel had brought tidings of the Meffiah’s being born of 
a virgin in Judea^ and of his birth’s being manifefted to eaft- 
ern kings by a new ftar in the heavens, who came and offered 
the divine infant their prefents ; that fo the law, and prediftions 
of four-and-twenty prophets, might be thereby accompliflied ; 
and that Ohpouen came into China in the year of Chrifl 636, Chrifii- 
where he met with a kind reception from the emperor ; who, enitj fa^ 
having examined his law, and acknowleged the truth of it, •soured by 
ilTued out an edift in favour of him and his religion (L)? It 

pears 

pies which fuppofe that the 
world had a beginning. This 
law, which teaches the way 
of falvation, cannot but be 
extremely beneficial to our 
fiibjefls. I therefore judge 
it neceffary that it be taught 
to them.” The infcriptioti 
goes on with an account of that 
monarch’s ordering a church to 
be built, and of his appointing 
twenty-one perfons to officiate 
in it; of his fon and fucccflor 
Tay loum% highly honouring the 
bifhop Olopouen, and promoting 
this religion with the fame lau¬ 
dable '/.cal: fo that the bon-^as 
were alarmed at the progrefs it 
made, and ufed all poffible 
means to put a Hop to it. I’hey 
accordingly raifed a 'oloody per- 
fecution ; but which, in a little 


(L) The copy and contents 
of the w'hole infeription, and 
hiftory of its difeovery, may be 
feen in Kercber'i China llluflra- 
ta, and in Father Le Compte 
above mentioned (35); and the 
purport of the edid, according 
to their verlion, runs as fol¬ 
lows : 

“ No particular name com¬ 
prehends the true law ; nei¬ 
ther are faints confined to 
any one place, but arc di- 
fperfed thro’ the world, that 
they may be univerfally ufe- 
ful. A man of Juda, of 
exemplary virtue, arrived at 
our court; we have examined 
his dodrme, and found it 
worthy of admiratiori, and 
w'iihout any mixture of pride, 
and built upon thofc prlnci- 


Prefei.i ^tote of Chino, fast 7, h:tet 3 . 
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* appears by this infcriptioii, therefore, that ChrifHanity flou- 

rilhedin the Chinefe^m^ixt from the year 636 to 782, when 
the monument above-mentioned was fet up. Our author tells 
us, that the emperor then reigning, when it was firft digged 
up,‘ ordered it to be kept in a pagod, or temple, about a 
mile from thk city, where it is fuppofed to be ilill at this 
time 

Jtrodi- Other cities we pafs by, as having nothing particu- 

giluthigh- remarkable; excepting that called Han-chongt the high 
road to which, over the high mountains that furround it, hath 
fomething valily furprifing, both with refpeft to the number 
of men who were employed in maldng of it, which amounted 
to 100,000, and the great difficulty, and quick difpatch, of 
the work; to complete which, they levelled high hiUs, made 
lofty arches from one mountain to another, and fupported 
them with pillars where-evcr the intervening valley was too 
wide. Thefe bridges, which form part of the road, are in 
fome places fo high, that one cannot behold the vaft precipice 
below without dread. They are wide enough for four horfe- 
men to ride abreaA over them; and, for the better fccurity 
and cftnvenience of the paflengers, are railed on both Tides, 
and furniffi’d with villages and inns at proper diftances, for 
their accommodation There are many more fuch ftupen- 
dous works in other parts of China, efpecially among the 
mountainous parts of it o, fome of which v^e may have occa- 
lion to mention among their other artificial rarities ; though 
this, with refpeft to its length, height, drc. Teems to excel all 
the reft. 

“ Kercher China Illailr. Le Compte Prefent State of 
China, part 2. leter 3. " Vid. Du Halde, ubi Tupra. 

p. 109. ® De his, vid. Kercher, Navaretta, Mar¬ 

tini, Le Compte, Du Haloe, & al. 


time, fervsd only to make it 
break out with greater luftre, 
and meet with greater encou. 
ragement from the fucceeding 
jnonarchs. In the mean time 
Ki-ht), a new niifiionary from 
Judea, arrived, vho met with 
the fame kind reception and fuc- 
cefs that Bidiop Qloputn had 
done before; and the Chinefe 
xncnarchs not only encouraged 


it with all their might, but much 
more by their pious examples, 
and by the mod fignal inilances 
of piety; in memory of which 
wonderful change, this monu¬ 
mental infeription was fet up 
A. This is the fubftance 

of the infeription,* which the 
reader may fee at full length in 
the authors above quoted. 
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XI. Jbi Province of Sc-chwcn. 

CE-CNJfENf Seu~chut Su-cheu, Su-chueUf is bounded on XI. Sc- 
the north by Shen-Ji, laft drfcribed; by Hu-quang on chwen 
the eaft; by ^uey-chew and Tun-nan on the fouth; and by 
the kingdom of Tibet on the weft. It extends itfelf from 
240 50^ to 32° 50' of latitude, and from 6® 2o‘ to 15° 25^ 
weft lon^tude from Pe-ktng, It is a large and fruitful pro¬ 
vince ; bttt is one of thofe that fuftered moft, and was almoft 
laid wafte, by the late civil wars It hath, however, reco¬ 
vered itfelf fo fer fmee, as to vie with fome of the beft north¬ 
ern ones in fertility, pqpuloufnefs, and opulence. ■ The great Great 
riv«- Yang-tfey which runs through it, not only enriches its trafkk, 
lands by the multitude of canals cut from it; but much more 
fo the inhabitants, by the great ti-ade that is carried on by 
its means, of vaft quantities of filk, iron, tin, quickfilver, 
fiigar, excellent loadftones, lapis ArmeniuSy miiflc, rhubarb, 
china-root, and other commodities, which are exported into 
other provinces. The country, being moftly plain, and weU- ProduH, 
watered, produces plenty of rice, wheat, and other corn; 
infomuefai that the bare tribute of the former amounts to 
6,106,660 facks. The only neoeflary that is wanting here is 
fait: which, by reafon of the diftance from the fca, cannot be 
fo conveniently brought thence. To fupply which defeft* 
thev dig up wells in the mountains, whence they draw a kind 
of lalt water, which, being evaporated, leaves a fait behind, 
but not fo good for feafoning as that of the fca *•. 

We are told ^f a petty monarchy in this province, fituate A fmalV 
on the mountains which part it from that of Ho-nan on the monarety- 
north-eaft, and called the kingdom of Kingy which is quite in- '*V*^^^* 
dependent from xh^Chinefey and is governed by its own princes. 

It was founded during the hte wars, when the Kingiangs, a 
brave people, to avoid being inllaved by the TartarSy or 
being expofed to their cruel ravages, went and ereffed them- 
felves into this little ftate, among thofe high and rugged 
mountains, where they live free and unmolelled, and avoid 
all commerce with xhaTirtarSy Chinefey or any other people ^ 

The province of Se-rfnven hath ten jurifdiflions, or cities Cities. 
of the firft rank, and eighty-eight of tlie feeond and third, 
befides five military ones; nine large fortrelTes of the firft, 
and twenty-five of the fccand order, and forts, caftles, the. 
depending upon them. 

»*■ , 

P Dion. Kao, ubi fup, p. 141. Td. ' Vid. et Martini, Du 
Halde, k dX. * Dutch .'Imbally, La Mar ri,':itRE, et al. 

? ' The 
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The ten capitals of the province are, i. Ching~tu: 2. Pm- 
ningi 3. Shun-kingi 4. Su-cheva 5. Chong'kingi 6. 
chevf j 7. Morhti; 8 . Long-ngam p. TJun-ii lO. 

» , chwen. 

Ching-tu- CH ING~TU~FUy the metropolis of the province, and 

fo ruined formerly the rqyal rehdence of fome of the Chinefi monarchs, 
hy the was one of the largeft and fineft cities in the whole empire, 
nuars. till the civil wars, under which it fulFered moft of any, quite 

Re^ejia- ruined it, and tlie whole province, Jnno 1646 j and, though 
hlijfied. it hath in fome meafure recovered itfelf, yet doth it flicw 
little of .its priftine grandeur, except in the fad remains of its 
once dlately palace, fome few temples, bridges, and fuch- 
like, and in its prefent populoufnefs, and the great commerce 
it now carries on. It is feated almoft in the heart of the 
province, and in a fruitful territory, the only plain one in the 
province, which is by that means interfered with a great 
number of navigable canals, cut from the river Ta^ or Ta- 
kyangt whofe courfe here is rather flow than rapid: but, 
when the canals are reunited to it, and its waves increafed by 
the confluence of the Hm-Jha-kyang^ it becomes exceeding 
rapid and dangerous, being much incumbered with rocks, 
cfpecially in its next courfe through tiu’ province of Hu- 
quang. 

CHING-TU Hands in latitude 30® 41^ and 12° 18^ weft 
longitude from Pe-king, Its juiifdirion is conliderable, and 
extends itfelf over fix cities of the fecond, and twenty-five 
of the third rank. It is chiefly remarkable, Martini tells us, 
Jn extra- for a fmall extraordinary bird with a red bill, and the fineft 
ordinary variety of feathers. It is called Tong-hoa-fang^^ that is, the 
bird, bird of the fl«/wer Tong-hoa, from which they pretend it to 
be produced, and to live no longer than that doth ; and is fo 
like it, that one would imagine it to be a living flower *. 

XII. The Province of Quang-tong. 

XIT. NG-TONGy ^tang-iung, ^toang-tung, ^lan-tony 

Qyang- y CantoHy and, by fome, ^lang-chcwy from its metropo- 
tong de ]is^ is bounded on the north by Kyang-Ji: on the north-eaft 
J -ribei. grj.bycn ; on the weft by ^lang-Ji, and the kingdom of 
Tong-kiiig, or Tonquin ; and the reft is waftied hy the Nan- 
hayy or lea of the foMth. It is reckoned the moftconfidera- 
ble of all the provinces; and extends itfelf from 20® 15', 
or, if you include the ifland of Hay-nany which is under 

^ Atlas Sinenf. Martiniexe, et al. 
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pik»i{bc^ iitaatiqii, a^ ^ great numtier of - ^ 

ittfMCWilli^ 0'titi^i^<lio|^ /It^l^d inqttdibly ■ 

'dptililtillilM bot!i"f4!Otl''^^^T«rf eri-' mnd die d^e/c, 

fbrdle foon rdfored <ic 
i»rl^|p||py^ die'^tracnt&tAuy, indi^^ of Ics 

‘hf the 'regifteb to amount 
on ,976,0*9 men. 

^TifE|lbi|' '^il||D that it yields two crops of com Pertiliiy, 

yeaclys'«Uuli.'|i|Muce8 in the like plenty all forts of ^ain, 
irtdlS|<'siic^ndbltSf and every thing diat can contribute to the 
fAsifillcrOf ilfei" The climate, though warm, is clear, and 
the pibo^ veiy itout and healthy; hence they have a 
cotnmcm flying, that ^ang-tong always enjoys a fky with- 
ontfnow, trees always laden with fruit, and men that con- 
rinnally fpat blood; by which laft is not meant any diftemper 
of that jcind, but thdr chewing a medicinal root which gives 
the ialiva the colour blood. • 


^-ThEj^ 


T»e commerce which this province, but more efpedalljr Mapvfac* 
that which. its mettopolis drives, is one <£ the richeft and iura. 
grandeft in all the Chinefe empire, and extends itfelf to the 
moll valuable merchandizes, fuch as diamonds and precious 
llDnes.of all forts, pearls, gold, filver, and other metals cu* 
rioufly wrought, and for all ufes. They are famed here for 
a fort of gttn<<barrel which never burfts, or, at nioft, only 
fplits itfelf, without farther hurt; and' for an odd kind of 
rice manufafture^ which they tuni into all kinds of uteufils, 
and wliich bears a fine natural glofs, but is only fit for fight. 

Silks of all forts, cottons, and other linen, are likewife ma- 
nufeftured and exported in great quantities, and beautiful 
variety, as well as thofe of gold, filver, copper, lead, tin, 
china-ware, japan-work, and in all which infinite multitudes 
are conftantly employed ; infomuch that, though the country 
hei‘c be as fertile as any in China, yet it doth not produce fuf- 
fident provifions for its inhabitants, but is aflifted by fome of 
the tteighbouring provinces. They ufe the fame way here of Eggs 
hatching mid potting of ^gs, efpecially thofe of ducl«, whiph hatched in 
we in great ,plen^, in ovens and dunghils, as they do in 
Egypts ,bnt have a particular one of preferring them frefii all 
,the year, ,by cov^kig them with a fort of paftc. We arc 
tedda curious fihgularity of the ducks and chickens fo hatch¬ 
ed ; VIZ. that the owpers carry them in boats to the fca-fide, 
at low-water, where they feed <mi oyfters, cockles, and other 
fuch fea-infe£h, and where one drove naturally intermixes 
JlOD. HM’rf Voi.VilL F with 
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with another, as there are great miiititudes of thefe boats 
fo employed : but, as foon as the droves-owner ftrikes on a 
bafon, every flock returns to his own boat, as p^ons do to 
their hole^‘. Some other varieties this province anords, which 
the reader may fee in the margin (M)^ 

^\J A NG^T 0 NGy being a maritime province, and 
the moft removed from the court, is one of the moft con- 
fiderablc in the whole empire, cfpecially as he, who is 
the Tfong-tVy or viceroy, of it, is likewife fo of that cf 
^lang-fi. for which reafon he commonly refides at Chau- 
king, to be nearer at hand to communicate his orders to 
both provinces. He keeps alfo a great number of foldiers 
under him, to fupprefs the highwaymen and pirates, which 
would’eife grow numerous enough to deftroy the commerce 
between them. There is, for the fame end, a great number 
of foptrelTes, both on the fea-coafts and in the inland, moft of 
them like large cities, very ftrong and well garrifoned, bc- 


* Du Halde, ubi fup. p. iij. 


(]^) Among the great variety 
of fruits which here grow in 
great plenty, they have a parti¬ 
cular Ibrtoflimon, full as thorny 
as the citron-tree, but much 
larger. It bears a white flower 
of an exquifite odour, which, 
when diitilled, yields a very 
plcafant liquor. The fruit, 
which is almoll as big as a man's 
head, hath a rind much like that 
of common oranges ; and its 
fubftance within, which is either 
white or reddilh, hatha taftebe¬ 
tween fweet and four. They have 
another fort of fruit, the largeft 
that is any-where to be fecn, 
which grows not on the branch¬ 
es, but on the body of the tree j 
its rind is very hard ; and with¬ 
in is feen a great number of 
cells, containing a yellow pulp, 
which is very fweet and agree¬ 
able when the fruit is full-ripe. 

Another kind ofrariry in this 
province is the tree which the 
Portugue/e call iron-nuood, which 


refemblcs that metal in colour, 
weight, and hardnefs, and will 
fink in water. That which they 
call rofe-wood is no lefs ad¬ 
mired ; and is of a blackiih co¬ 
lour, incliningto red, beautifully 
veined and Ipeckled, and ufed 
by joiners to make tables, eferi- 
toires, chairs, ftoolsj^r. Their 
ofier is likewife fo pliable and 
tough, that they make cable and 
other (hip-1 opes of them. We 
omit a number of other fuch 
natural rarities, which Kercher, 
MartirA, and others, (peak of, 
which are not fo well attefted. 
The laft and moft remarkable 
of thofe that are, is the crab 
that is taken on the coaft of a 
lake in the ifiand of Hay nan, 
which, they tell us, petrifies a« 
foon as it is taken out of the 
water, and grows as hard as 
flint, and is laid to be a good 
remedy againft burning fevere 

(36). 


•iides 


(36^ Du Hiilde,ubijuf. f. iij. 
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lidcs inferior ones, forts, caftlcs, drr, difperfed in propet* 
places. 

^UANG-TONG is divided into ten capital jurifdi< 5 lions; Cities, 
whofe cities are, i. ^tang-vhexu, or Canton^ the metropolis 
of all; 2. Shau’fhe^u: 3. Nan-yong; 4. JVhey~cbew ; 5. Chau* 
chswi 6 .Chau-king! y.Kau-chew; Q. Lyen-c^ew; 9. Lwy* 
chew i and, 10. Kyun-chew^ which laft is the capit^ of the 
ifland of Hay^nan. 

^UANG-CHEIVf ^lang-tongj ^tan-turiy A'<7«- Canton 

toriy and commonly, by the Europeans, Canton, is fituate on the <i^firihtd. 
mouth of the Ta-ho, or great river, which is heie wide and 
fpacious, and forms the bay called Hu~men, or the tyger’s 
gate, though it hath nothing terrible in it but its name, and 
fome few forts, which are only built to keep oft'the pirates. 

It ftands in latitude 23° 12', and longitude 3° 31’ weft from 
the meridian of Peeking; and is not only one of the largeft. Great 
being computed, Vith its fuburbs, to be above twenty miles 
in compafs (N), but likewlfe on account of its advantageous 
fituation, one of the richeft, xineft, bcft peopled, and moft 
trading, cities in China, the largeft veflcls being eafily broflght 


(N) Sluang chewrazy be pro¬ 
perly faid to confift of three 
cities, each of them furrounded 
with its own ftrong and lofty 
walls; yet fo as to have a com- 
ntunicacion with each other by 
lately gates, which arc only 
Ihut up at night. The land- 
fehape which offers itfelf on 
each fide of the river which feads 
to the city, is one of the molt 
delighful profpefts that can be 
imagined. It !s various, ani¬ 
mated, and gay, .all the way. 
On one fide we behold a \aft 
extent of lovely green meadows, 
terminated only by the hori¬ 
zon ; on the other, groves and 
little hills appear, which rife up 
in form of amphitheatres, which 
are afeended by fteps made of 
green fods. Here your fight is de¬ 
lighted with high rocks covered 
with mofs; there with country 
(eats half-buried amongft ver- 

(37) llaUt, ut>i /■-/>. p. 116. 


dant copfes : now one meets 
with canals variegated wirh 
ftnall iflands, and beautiful 
banks adorned with ftately trees, 
which yield a moft delightful 
ftiade, verdure, and fragrance ; 
and thete fome fpacious villages 
rncompafu.d with plains, woods, 
&c. 

Among others of thefe vil¬ 
lages, there is one to be feen 
within about twelve miles from 
Kantoij, called Fi> J'uin, or Ftt* 
xm, in w hich are computed to 
be at leaft 600,000 families, or 
a million of fouls, moftly em¬ 
ployed in manufafluring of 
goods for the market of that 
metropolis. It is computed to 
be nine miles in compafs, and 
i.s become very rich fince the 
civil wars; during which, iliat 
city was almofc mined, and 
moft of its manufadares re¬ 
moved thither (37). 

’id, £4 Lt C:mtte, Martini, at. fup, 
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to the fine canals tliat furtoimd it, and the port and city being^ 
perpetually thronged with fhips and merchants, and ftored 
with the richeft commodities of all kinds from Enropej and 
moft parts of India. 

The number of its inhabitants, exclufive of ftrangers, is 
computed to be at leaft a million; fomc fay near two mil¬ 
lions, but that is exaggerated. However, the city is better 
filled with them than moft in Chinuy becaufe it hath but few 
gardens and orchards, and no wafte-ground. The ftreets 
arc ftrait and long, and, excepting fome few of the better 
fort, which are adorned with palaces, temples, triumphal 
arches, and fuch-like fplcndid edifices; the reft are rather 
harrow than wide, but all of them neat, and well-paved; and 
the /hops beautifully furni/hed, and fet out witli the richeft 
weaves. The harbour, quay, and canals, are covered with 
fuch an infinite multitude of barges, boats, and other veflels, 
and fo clofe together, that they appear like a huge floating 
city. Every ftrcct hath a gate at eitch end, which is not only 
fhut up every night, to confine every perfon to his proper 
quarter; but likewife in the day-time, whenever any difturb- 
ance happens, in order to prevent its fpreading to the next. 

The mandarin, who refides here as viceroy, hath a ftately 
palace at one of the moft diftant parts of the city j which 
makes it very inconvenient for thofe who are to apply to him, 
and ftill more fo, becaufe the building is very deep, and a 
number of courts muft be crofled before one comes to the 
hall of audience, where he adminifters juftice in great ftate: 
.the reafon of which is fuppofed to be, either to prevent fri¬ 
volous complaints, which would otherwife too frequently 
happen among fuch an infinite multitude and variety of inha¬ 
bitants, or perhaps more probably to keep up the greater 
grandeur and ftate ( 0 ). His government, bcfidcs the metropolis, 
extends over feventcen cities; viz. one of the fecond, and 
lixteen df the third rajik 

“ Du Halde, ubi fupra. Le Compte, Martini, et al. 
fup. citat. 

(O) We are told accordingly, of eight lufty fellows, in a chair 
thathefeldomllirs abroad with- of Hate like a |hrone, with a 
put a letinue of about loo ofli- large canopy over his bead; and, 
cers of different ranks, bcfidcs as his power is very great, fo 
1ms llandard-bearers, and other the fame refpeft is paid to him 
inferior attendants. He is com- as to a little monarch, where- 
monly carried on the ihoulders ever be appears (jS). 

(33) Dif ffj/iiej Le Mart ini^ & al, Jaf. citat. 

On 
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On the entrance into the bay ^ ^tang-tong fhnds the City of 
famed Portugiiefe port of Makau^ or, as it is vulgarly called, Macao 
Macao^ in latitude 22® 12^ and weft longitude from Pe-king ^ifcriled, 
3° 19'. It ftands on a fmall peninfula, or rather fmall ifland, 

(becaufe fcparated from the continent by a river, which is in- 
larged by the tide), and is joined to it only bye fmall ifthmue, 
or neck of land, acrofs which they have built a wall. It is a 
convenient trading port, of which the obtained thp 

pofteftion, on account of their having aflifted the Chinefe in 
driving away a famed pirate who infefted thofe feas, and had 
befieged the capital of the province; and obliged him to re¬ 
tire to MakaUf wjiere they flew him fome time before the 
year 1660. Some authors tell us, that they built the city, 
the ifland before being inhabited by none but banditti, who 
only lived in huts and woods However that be, they forti¬ 
fied this place with ftrong walls, and other works, and drove 
a great trade with other parts of India, t but were afterwards 
fo difturbed by the Dutch^ that its traffick, as well as ftrength, 
hath been very much reduced ; and they now only maintain 
a fmall faftory and garrifon, and are fo very poor, tha* the 
Chinefe defpifc and lord it over them (P). 

There is alfo in the city a Chinefe mandarin, as well as a Govern- 
Portuguefe governor ; the former of whom hath liis palace «#«/. 

^ Ge-mell. Careri. voy. part 4. 1 i. c. i. 

(P) They were reckoned in Anntm, and fo proportipnably 
Gemelli's time about 5000 of the to the inferior' ones; which 
former, moft of them mongrels, charge is defrayed by a duty of 
born in India, and of Indian ten per Cent, on all Portuguefe 
women; and above 15,000 of goods, and tssoper Cent, on mo- 
the latter. The former chufc a ncy; over and abovewhatis paid 
xnagillrate from among them- to the government (39), 

felves, who hath the manage- and other inipontions from the 
meat of all civil and criminal mandarin that commands in it; 
affairs, but with whom the lat- and the viceroy,who comes often 
ter arc not concerned; their po ■ toviiitit,and mud be entertained 
litical government being under in a grand manner, and glutted 
a captain-general, appointed by with high prefents, iAc. To 
the king of Portugal, and tlie ail which hardfhips they ar« 
fpiritual by a bifliop. All thefc forced to fubmit, becaule, all 
and other officers are maintained their provifions coming to them 
by the city, which allows the from the Chinefe, they might be 
captain-general a piece of eight ftarved by them upon the leaft 
per day, and 3000 every three diilike. 
ycafS; 500 to the bilhop per 

(39) Gtme Cyj'tri, vsy. port 4. !. i, 

¥3 ba 



$6 ^he Hifiory bf Chini. B. I. 

in the hftirt of it, and commands in chief; fo that whatever 
he will have done, mnft be complied with, cl^cially where 
the Chinefe intereft is concerned. To that end, the fortifica¬ 
tions of the town are kept in good repair, and well provided 
with cahnon; and, as its fmall garrifbn is fiipplied with all 
necefiaries b}> the Chineje^ who aje more numerous in it, 
thefe hardly think it worth their while to become mailers of 
fJeavy it. It pays to tlie Court a tiibute of 10,000, others 

tribute, fay 100,000, ducats, for the liberty of chufnig their magif- 

trate^j, and »he exercife of their religion and laws, befidcs a 
heavy impoil on every veflel and merchandize which is brought 
into the port; the entrance of which being guarded by the 
Chinefe j no ihip can come in, or go out, without their know- 
lege and leave. 

Buildings. Xhe town is well built, though not large. The houies 
are after the European manner, but low ; and the chhrches, 
and public buildings, pietty handfome for that country. 
The ground on which it Hands is very uneven, being hill. 
Harbour, valley, and plain; and defended by three forts, all of them 
built on fbmc advantageous eminence, which, with the reft 
of the city terminates l;he fight on that fide from the fliips 
that ride at anchor : but betwixt this land, which is of feme 
extent, and the town, there is a fafe and commodious port, 
along who^c (hores the city extends. The commerce of it 
w'as formerly fo coiifiderable, wdulft the Portuguefe were per¬ 
mitted to tiade \tith Japan, that it was a common faying, 
that Macao might pave its ftreets with filver : but, lincethcy 
were forbidden to come thither under fuch fevere penalties, 
they arc dwindled into fnch a ftate of poverty and fervirude, 
that the town and port are gone quite into decay, having but 
fiv'c fhips of their own to maintain all the vaft charges above- 
mentioned : and thefe inftead of the 300 per Cent, w hich they 
were wont to return from Nangazaki, bring in now but an 
inconfidcrablc profit; which will be leflened ftill, fays Carery, 
by the fetting up of the new Eqji-India company, which for'» 
bids their refort to feveral ports, and their trading in fomc 
Eiiinday forts of their commodities *. Before we take our leave of this 
e jerent. p^rt, we muft take notice of one remarkable fingnlarity re¬ 
lating t<^ it; vi^. that the Sunday with them is the Saturday 
with the Spaniards in the Philippine JJlands s, the reafon of 
which the reader will fee in the margin (Q^), 

* Gemcll. Careri, ubi fwpra. 

Thb 

fQ^; This difference, which other-days of the week, doth 
extenu. iuVif equally to all the uot proceed from aay difference 

of 
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The iaft thing we have to mention concerning the pro- IJIaHa-y 
vince of is the illand of Hay-nan^ which be- nan de^ 

longs to its jurifiliftion, and lies oppolite to it, on the gulf 
of Cochin-China^ being parted from it by a very narrow chanel, 
fo that it may be eafily defcried from the oppolitc coaft, in a 
clear Iky. It is a pretty large ifland, and ext^ds itfelf from 
18° lo' to ioo 8' of latitude, and from 5® 55' to 8® 20'of 
weft longitude from Pe-king; fo that its greateft length from 
caft to weft is between fixty and feventy leagues, and from 
north to fouth between forty and fifty, and its circumference 
about 160. 

It is moftiy mountainous, except the length of about Fertility* 
fifteen leagues from the north coaft, which is plain, and well 
watered by rivers. The inhabitants, who arc pretty nume¬ 
rous, cultivate their ground fo well, and the rains fall down 
fo feiifonably, that the country produces rice, and other corn, 
enough for their fuftenance, and commonly yields two crops 
a year : belldes which, they have plenty of fruits, venifon, 
game, 6f. The only thing they want, cfpecially on the 
fouthern fide, is wholfome water ; for want of which they are 
obliged to boil a fufficient quantity of it in the morning to 
ferve them all the day 

The Chiticfe are not mafters of the whole illand, but only Gthr'ern- 
of moft of the coafts, and fome of the plains in the inland, 
which the natives abandoned to them, that they might go and 
enjoy their liberty on the liigh mountains, where theyaftually 
live independent, and never have any commerce with them, 
except to exchange fome of the gold-duft which they gather Trajlck. 
from their rivers and torrents, for Chinefc fait and clothes: 
for, though they are fuppofed to have fome rich mines of gold 
and filver, yet they are either too indolent or inexpert to turn 
them to any advantage. There are hardly any coafts on the 
eaftern fea which produce larger and finer pearls than the 
northern ones of this illand. The inlands yield a great variety 
of fragrant woods, and of beautiful colours, particularly thofc 
called eagle, role, violet, and ebony-wood, all which arc 

y Martini, Atlas Sinenf. Du Halde, p. 117. 

of longitude be'tween thofe two between them, they have failed 
places, which*is inconfiderable, round the world, by oppofite 
butfromthedifFcrentwaysoffail- points ; in doing which, there 
ing of thofe twQ nations: for the mull of courfe, be the lofs of 
in coming hither from one^ day, as every one knows 
Europe, fail eaflward; whereas that hath learnt the bare ele- 
UntSpaniards, comngixovaAtne- ments of the globe. 

.riea* fail wpftward ; fo that, 
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bought up by the Chinefe, to make houfhold ornaments, or 
for dyeing. It breeds likewife variety of fine Hrds, beafts, 
and a particular kind of black monkey, with a face the nearefi 
to human. 

pi-f/r of Th^ iflanders, both men and women, wear their hair in a 
the 'people, ring on thei^r forehead ; and a hat on their heads, made of 
ftraw, or rattan, and tied under their chin. Their habit is 
only a piece of caUico, either black, or of a deep blue, which 
covers them from the waift to the knees; befides which, the 
women wear a kind of waiftcoat of the fame. Thefe fireak 
their checks from the eyes downward with indigo: both men 
and women wear car-rings of gold and filver, fhaped like a 
- pear, and w'ell made. Their weapons are bows and arrows, 
at which they are not very dexterous ; and a kind of hanger, 
which they carry in a iittlc balket faftened to their girdle be¬ 
hind ; and this laft is all the tools they have for cutting down 
timber, or for carpenters work. 

Capital The capital city in the ifland is called Kyun-chevi-fd. It 
de/rnbed. Is fituatc On a promontory ; and the (hips come to anchor un- 
Port. de^ its very walls The*port, which is about two leagues 

diftant from it, on the north fide of the ifland, is formed by 
a pretty large river, whofe mouth is defended by two fmall 
forts : blit, as it hath not above ten or twelve feet of water, 
any veflels made after a different manner from thofe of China 
W'ould find it difficult to enter it. Between the port and the 
capital Is a fine plain full of beautiful|6’^/n^ fepulchres; among 
which is one with a crofs on it, in which lies interred an Ita- 
PnfpiS. /ian miffionary, and the firfi who landed in that ifland. Kyun* 
ckctV’fit hath under its jurifdiffion three cities of the fecond, 
and ten of the third rank, moft of them feated along the 
fea-coafts. It ftands in latitude aoo 2', and weft longitude 
from P e-king 6° 40', and is governed by a literary and a 
viilitary mandarin » (R), • 

Xin. The 

* Martini, Atlas Sinenf. Du Halos, p. 117, &feq. 

.(R) Near this ifland is that a hill r and behind it is a fmall 
finail one called Sandant or plain, with trees qn one fide, and 
Sbang-fhewen-Jhaat and famed gardens on the otl^er. 
for the death of the modern The ifland is not defait, as 
apofile of the Indies, Frands was reported ; but hath about 
Xavier, whole tomb is ftilf to five villages, inhabited by poor 
be fecn, and is much reforted to fifhermen. The Portugaeje Jc- 
by travellers. It Hands on a fuits built a chapel here above 
tittle eminence, at the foot of fifty years ago, which, though 

only 
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XIII. Province of Quang-fi. 

/^UJNG‘SJ, ^am-Jiy hath ^lang-tong, laft XIII. 

^ - defcribed. on the fouth>eaft; Hu-guang and Quane-fi 
chevi on the north j Tun-mn on the weft; ^nd the ocean, 
with part of the kingdom of Tonquiriy on the fouth. It ex¬ 
tends itfelf only from ai® 50' to 26° 15^ of latitude, and 
from 4° 10^ to 11® 48^ of weft longitude from Peeking, It 
is for the moft part mountainous, and ftiort of the fertility of 
other provinces; yet hath fome vaft fpacious plains, efpecially fertility, 
on the fouth, fo well cultivated, that it is able to fupply that 
of ^ang-tong with rice and corn for fix months in the year. 

It .is watered by a great number of rivers, which flow from 
the mountains eaftwards into the Ta-hoy or great river which 
runs into ^lang-tong* And, as feveral of them are naviga¬ 
ble on the eaft part, the people are more given to traffick, and 
much more polite, than thofe on the weft and north fide, who 
are a rode fort of mountaineers, difdain all fubje^lion, and live 
like independent favages. ^ 

These vaft ridges of mountains are covered with large Moan- 
forefts, though many of them abound with mines of gold (S), /aw. 
filver, copper, iron, drc. feveral forts of curious woods ufed 
by the joiners; among which there is one particular fort of 
tree, which, inftead of pith, contains a foft fubftance, which 
they grind into meal, and doth not tafte amifs. The infeft 
that produces the wax is in great plenty all over the province, 
which breeds likewife parrotsf and other fine birds, rhinoce¬ 
ros’s, porcupines, and other wild bcafts. The cinnamon which Manufac 
grows here is better, and more odoriferous, than that of the tures. 
ifland of Ceylan; and the filks that are manufadlured here 
bear a good price: but the chief one of this province is that 
of porcelain, which is made much finer than in other parts, 
though one of the ingredients is brought from that of Nan- 

only of plafter, doth yet look charge, on condition they paid 
very neat; the Chineje having the emperor 40 per Cent, and 
japanned it over with red and his officers attending' on it live 
blue varnilh (40}. per Cent, out of the profits ari- 

(S) Thera was a rich one, in fmg from it; but that monarch 
particular, which the inhabitants fince took it into his hand, and 
of the diftrift obtained a patent worked it at his own charge 
from the court to have the pri- (41 ). 
vilege of working at their own 

(40) L$ Cmpttf Du Hulde, & si, Ut) Du HsUe, uii fap, p, 120. 
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king ; it being obferved, that the water of the former, and 
the fand of the latter, mu(V amtviT to make that ware com* 
picte. The number of inhabitants was once computed to 
amount to 196,719 femilies, or 1,054,760 men. The pro* 
vince is divided into twelve jnrifdiflions; whole capitals arc 
Cities. ' as follow; ^^y-lingt the metropolis of the whole,- 2. Lyav^ 
chexuj 3. Kin-ywens 4. Se-ngint 5. Ping-hs 6 . U-cbe-w; 
7. Sin^cbevs ; 8. Nan-ning s 9. Tay-ping ; lo. Se-ming 
II. Chin-ngaiis 12. Sg-ebin. 

Qu|y. ^UET-LING-FU, the metropolis, is &id to have itsname 
ling -fa from a flower, wliich, though very common in China, yet 
deferibed. grows in greater quantity there (T). It is fltuate on a 
river which falls into the Ta^ho ; and runs with fuch rapi¬ 
dity through the narrow vallies; that, though large, it is not 
navigable, or of any fervice for traffick. The city is large 
and well-built, and in Tome meafure after the manner of our 
antfent fortifications ; but is ftill vaftly inferior to mofl other 
capitals, and is furrounded with favage and barbarous people, 
who are fettled in the mountains, and, as was lately hinted, 
live ki a kind of independence from the mandarins. It (lands in 
latitude 25® 13', and weft longitude from Pe-king 6® 14', 
and hath a jurifdidlion over two cities of the fccond, and feven 
of the third rank. The bird called King-hi (U) is caught 

(T) The word ftgnifics Jthe (U) This rare bird, whofe 
foreft of the flower F^iey, which name fignifes the golden hen, is 
flower grows upon a tree not much elteemed for its extraor- 
* unlike our laurel, and yields a dinary beauty both of colour 
flnetaile and fmell, and, when and ihape, as well as for its ex- 
dried, is commonly mixed with quifite tafte, which is affirmed 
fome fvtts of cakes, to rai ft their to excel that of our pheafants. 
flavour and relifii. Thera is a Its feathers are of a delightful 
mount likewife on the eall end mixture of blue and red, finely 
of the city, which bears the (haded towards the extremities 
fame name, from the vail quan- of the wings and tail, and inter- 
tities of that flower with which mixed with variety of other 
it is perpetually covered, and colours. The body is finely 
which perfume the whole coun- fhaped, and the bead crowned 
try : for it is obftrvable, that with a beautiful creft (42), It 
no fooner one falls, but another is very common in this and the 
breaks out in its place. Some next province wt are going to 
think, however, that ^ey-tiny^ fpeak of. * 

hath'its name from the river 
which runs near its walls, 

^'42; Dtt H-dJe, ub'fnt. f. \i. 


within 
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within this territory, whofc feathers ate variegated with fuch 
bright colours, tiiat they weave them in their filks*. 

XIV. The Province of Yun-nan. 

•Y'UN-NAN, Tu-nant Jun-nariy is bounde<t on the north XIV. 

by Se-chevjy and the territory of the lamas ; ort the weft Yun nan 
by the kingdoms Ava^ PegUy and fome unknown hz.T\}^•deJcribtd. 
rous nations ; on the fouth by the kingdoms of Lawy or Lau- 
thway and Tong-king; and, on the eaft, by the provinces of 
^mng-Ji oxid ^ey-chew. It extends itfelf from 3V to 
28* of latitude, and from lo® 16' to 18° 34' of weft longi¬ 
tude from Pe-king. It is faid to be one erf" the richeft and 
moft fertile of the empire, being every-where watered by ri¬ 
vers, fcveral of which rife from fome confidcrable lakes ; and Golden 
others defeend from the mountains, and b^g down great mines, 
quantities of gold fand, and fome precious Rones, partiOu- 
larly rubies of Angular beauty are dug out of thefe mountains; 
and, if the golden mines were fuffered to be opened, they 
would in all probability amount to immenfe fums. They 
likewife produce, among other bafer metals, one called Pe- 
tong, which is white within and without, but in other refpeffs 
is much like the common copi*er; and, among other valuable 
ftones, the lnf>is armetius, a kind of reddifti amber, and a 
fine fort of marble of divers colours, whofe veins naturally 
reprefent flowers, trees, mountains, rivers, 6c. and of thus 
they make tables, and other ornaments. 

The country produces plenty of corn, rice, and all kinds 
of proviflohs, medicinal plants, roots, gums, mufle, 6c. be-. 
fides plenty of filk, cotton, and flax. It likewife breeds vk-* 
riety of animals, particularly elephants, horfes, and a curious 
king of flags, which are neither taller nor thicker than our or¬ 
dinary dogs, and are kept by the rich in their gardens for 
their diverfion. Here is alfo bred the golden hen, deferibed 
in the laft note, and other curious birds. The whole pro¬ 
vince is divided into twenty-one diftri€fs, or jurlfdidfions, of 
the llrft rank, which have under them fifty-five others of the 
fecond and third, befides eight military cities, and a good 
number of fortrefles, caftles, 6c. 1110 cities of the firftCxV/rt 

rank are, i. Ttin-naiiy the metropolis; 2. Ta-li; 3. Ling-t 
ngan; ^.Chu-hyang: 5. Ching-hyang; 6. King-tong; 7. ^lan- 
nan; 8. ^ang-ft; 9. Shun-ning; 10, Kii-tjing; ii. Tau- 
ngan; iZ.Ko-king; 13. Vu-ting; i^.Ly-kyang-fu; i^.Tvjcti- 


* Du Halde, ubi fup. p. 119, & fcq. 
Atlas, La Maatinier£> ah 


Vid. Sc Martini 
kyangi 
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dejcribed. 


Dtcay^ 

•unhence. 


TiOtJick. 
Si.t mma 
nufaC' 
Sure. 


Tbt Hifiory of China. B. I. 

kyang; \6. Mong-v)ha; ly.Tung-chang; i^.Yung~ning-tUi 
19. Tung-pe‘t 20 * Kay-Vihci\ 2i. Saw-ta. 

TUN-NJN, Ju-nan, Jii-nungfu, metropolis of the pro¬ 
vince, is Atuate on the nprth-caft fide of a large and deep lake, 
or, according to the language of the country, on the coaft of 
the fouth fea, in latitude 25° 6', and weft longitudefrom Pe~ksng 
> 3* 37^ It was not long ago veiry remarkable for its beauty, 
and the number of its ftatdy buildings and line gardens within 
its walls, which are three miles (if not rather leagues) in compafs, 
it having been the relidence of feveral monarchs. At the time 
of the Tartars invading it, they gave the then reigning prince 
the inveftiture of the province, with the title of king (W): 
but he, growing weary of the yoke, and having taken up 
arms againft the emperor. Anno i 6j% his family was ruined; 
and, he dying foon after of old age, his army foon difperfed 
itfelf, and his kingdom, and ftatdy palaces, as well as his court, 
fdl into ruin ^d defolation 

The metropolis hath not fared much better; though it is 
ftill the refidencc of the Tfong-tUy or governor-general of the 
provinces of Yun-nan and ^ley-chcwy as well as of the vice¬ 
roy of the province. Its traffick is chiefly for metal, which is 
■greater here than in any other part of the empire; and its 
jrrincipal manufafture a particular fort of fattin, made of 
twiftsd ftlk, without flower or glofs, and dyed of all colours 
like the common fort, but which are neither bright nor lively. 
They likewife make here a fort of carpets of the fame kind of 
twifted fllk. The inhabitants, who are here a ftout, coura- 
geou 5 j,, and affive people, and given both to agriculture and 
armSj^liave a breed of horfes, which, tho’ fmall, are ftrong 
and fleet, and which they ride with only a carpet inftcad of a 
faddle under them. Tun-nan hath in its diftrift four cities of 
the fecond, and feven of the third rank. 

^ Du Halde, ubi fup. p. 122, & feq. Vid. et Martini 
Atlas, tiA Martinieke, Sc al. 

(W) This prince’s name, Kao called in the Tartan to fupprefs 
tells us, was Vu fangui (43), or, the rebels, and, by that unad* 
as Du Halde and his traallator vifed ilep, proved the caufe of 
write it, IJ.fatt-ghey (44), who the lofs of the empire, as 

was the unfortunate perfon that will be feen in the lequel. 

(43> Jpud IfirandA. Jdt.', f. 142. C44; P.tg, 123. 
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XV. The Province of Quey-chew. 

/^UEY~CHEJVy one of the fmalleft provinces of the em- XV. 

pire, hath ki^angfi on the fouth; Hu-quang on the Quey- 
ealt; Se-chwen on the noi th; and Ttm-nan on the weft ; chew, 
and extends itfelf from 24° 40^ to 29* of latitude, and from 
7^ to 12® 30^ of weft longitude from Pc-king. The whole P'aft 
country is naturally barren, on account of its vaft, rugged, groups of 
and inaccelfible mountains, which are here in fuch great 
quantities, that it looks as if the whole body of them had 
made it their rendezvous. The late civil wars have rendered it 
ftilL more dlfagreeable and uncultivated, and fo thinly peopled, 
that the emperors have been obliged to fend colonics thither 
from othej- provinces, and fometimes dilgraccd governors, with 
their whole families (X). As for the natives of the province, Wild fort 
they bear an exaft refemblance to the country, and are a rude, °f 
barbarous, and lawlefs people, who live in conftant defiance 
with the Chinefe government, make W’ar or peace with it as 
beft fuits their intereft or humour, and often harrafs and ra-. 
vagc them in their fettleinents: for this reafon they are ob¬ 
liged to have here a vaft number of military cities, fortrefles, 
caftles, iirc. all ftrongly garrifoned, to keep them in awe; 
for, this province being the dire£f and only road to that of Tun- 
mn^ there is a necefiity to keep it open at any rate ; and fuch 
a number of forces they keep here in pay for that end, that 
the tiibutc which is levied upon the country not being fufil- 
cient to maintain them, the court is obliged to make up the 
deficiency by new fupplies every year. 

The mounrains, however, are rich in mines of gold, fil- Minn of 
ver, quicklilver, and copper, of pait of the latter of which gold, &c. 
the fmall coin that is current in the empire is moftly made. 

The vallics between are fome of them large, fertile, ajid well 
watered ; and would yield much better crops, if duly culti- 

(X) This province is much refTcs, under the protfftion of 
the fame to the Chinefe that their governors and foldieiy ; 
beria is to the Mufovites \ and whilft the natives, whO inhabit 
thofe mandarins and governors, their high and rugged nioun- 
who are fent thither with their tains, avoid all commerce, ex¬ 
families, andibmetimes for life, ceptthatof maUngfomeplun- 
are only fuch as have been guilty dering excurfious upon them, 
of fome ftate crimes. Thefe Great pains have been taken by 
Chinefe colonies live in iluir thegovernmenttorupprefsthem, 
ftrong walled towns and fo.c- bat hitherto to little-ifedl (45). 

Martini, Da Uallt, 

\ a:cd. 
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vated. They carry on no manufafture of either filk or cotton 
here; but make thetnfelves fluffs of a kind of vegetables, not 
Cattle* unlike our hemp, which is a proper wear for fummer. The 
inhabitants breed vafl herds of cows, hogs, 6c. and the beft 
horfes in all China. The wild fowl is in the greateft plenty 
and variety, and of excellent tafle. The only commerce be¬ 
tween the Chifte/e and the natives confifts in a frequent ex¬ 
change which the latter are obliged to make of fome of their 
gold-duft, cattle, wild fowl, 6 c. for a fupply of fait, callicoes, 
and the like goods, which they want. Upon the whole, the 
province abounds with all forts of provifions, and moft of 
them very cheap. It is divided into ten diflrifts of the firfl 
rank, under which are thirty-eight of the fecond and third, 
&Vx«. befides military cities, fortreffes, 6 c. The capital cities 
(which, by the way, are vaflly inferior in largenefs, beauty, 
and wealth, for the reafons above-mentioned) are, i. ^ey- 
yang, the metropolis; 2. Se-chew ; 3. Se-nan; 4. Chin- 
ywen; 5. She-tfyen, 6 . Tong-jin; 7. Ngan-chan; 8. 7 tt- 
ytin\^. Ping-ywen; 10. Wey-ning^. ‘ 

Quey- ^ ^JJET-TJN G-FU, metropolis of the whole, is one of the 

fmatieft and/ worft built in all China ; its walls being fcarcely 
dtferihed. jjj compafs, and the houfes moftly of earth and 

brick. It flands in a pleafant and fertile plain, on a fmall 
river, but which bears no boats; whence the commerce of the 
town is inconfiderable. It is encompalTed at a diftance with 
very high and deep mountains (Y), which are inhabited by 
a people of different extraft from the Chinefcy whence they 
Sina-ni, called Sina-ni, or weftern barbarians, becaufe they lay 

weft of China ; and, after their reduftion, were with much 
difficulty brought to conform to the Chinefe cuftoms. We 
read of fome few ftately buildings within the city, which, 
though gone to decay, ffiew it to have been formerly in a 
more flouriftiing condition, or, as fome fay, a royal refidence. 

® Du Halde, ubi fup. p. 119, & fcq. Vide et Martini 
A tlas, La Maktiniere, & al. 

(Y) Among them, thofe that fo deep and ftrait, that few 
follow arc worth a carious read- creatures can climb up to it. 
er's notice; i.Tof/g-eu, or the A thud, called,which 
(opper kettle drum, becaufe it is flands by itfelf, on the fouth fide 
obferved to make fome fuch of the city, and is cut in the 
kind of noife at particular fan- fhape of an ifofceles cone,which 
fons, efpecially before/rain. 2. terminates in an acute point 
That of Hung-hvavg, wbieh is (46). 


( 46 } Ktrtbtr, Martini, Carden, & al. 


But 
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But there (lands, without the walls of it, a large temple, faid to 
have been built by the Tartar family of r-u/tf/;, and allowed 
to be a magnificent edifice. 

^UET-TANG (lands in latitude 26° 30', and 9® 52^ weft 
longitude, from Pe-king ; and hath a jurifdiftion over three 
cities of the fccond, and four of the third rank, befides a great 
number of forts, with which it is in a manner fiirrounded. 

We, have now gone through the fifteen provinces within 
the walls, and the principal iflands belonging to them; and 
(liall now clofe the geogr^hy of this great empire with a fhort 
account of the province of Lyau-tong^ which is lituate without 
the walls, and on the frontiers of Tart ary ^ but is, like the 
other fifteen aboi'e-defcribed, fubjeft to the fame govern¬ 
ment. 

The "Province of Lyau-tong, or Quang-tong. 

' J 'HIS province, which is now proved, on all hands, to Lyau- 
be lituate without the great Chinefe wall (Z), which payts it tong de- 
from that oUPc-cheli ont he fouth-weft; is bounded', on the eaft, 
by the kingdom of Korea ; on the north, by the mountains 
of Taloiv, or Tartary ; on the fouth, by the gulf of its 
own name; and on the weft, by the country of the Moguls, 

It is but a fmall province, compared to thofe of China we have 
gone through; and extends itfdf only about 270 or 280 
miles, where longcft; but, in other parts, is much ftiorter. 

It reaches from 39° to almoft 43° of latitude, and 2” 30' to 
almoft 9® call longuitude, from Pe-king. It was reckoned, 
in Dion Kao'a time, the fixteenth province in the Chinefe em¬ 
pire, though feated without the w’all ^; but hath fince loft 
that dignity under the Tartars ; and is now treated as a con¬ 
quered province, for reafons we (hall have occafion to hint 
at, in the fequel. 

* Vide Kao, ubi fup. p, 115. & 129. & feq. LeComvil, 
VERBiiST, rviART !NI, & al. 

(Z) Nieuhoff, and, after him, plainly appears from what wr 
were the firft w'ho have quoted above out of the 
placed this province within the Chinefe geographer D. Kao^ as 
walls. The in his map well as from Verhiefi, who tra- 
prefixed to his Dutch Amlajfy; veiled thither with the court, 
and the latter in his Atlas, But and Le Compte, and other more 
that it was an overfight in them, modern writers {47). 

f 47 ) V!deKi9, shi ftif, f, i.'S. fef fij, iz?. 6#/''?. Le Cemptf^ 

(id aU 

Tuk 
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hwL The land is fertile, and well cultivated,, though molUy 

mountainous'lind uneven; and had formerly a great number 
de- of large cities and towns, which lie now in ruins, having 
been moftly deftroyed during the wars with the Tartaric 
without ever being able to"recover themfclvcs fince ‘f, '6n 
J great the contrary,^^we are told, that the Tartars have, inftead of 
winher of them, built a great number of military cities, fortrefles, and 
fortrejfes, caftlcs, to prevent it, and to keep the Lyau-tongers under, 
who are a flout and warlike people, very numerous, and un- 
eafy under the yoke (A). Some of thefe fortrefles are indeed 
fo large and populous, and have raifed thcmfelves to fuch a 
degree of fplendor and opulence, as to be little infetior to 
fome of thole of the firfl and fecond order in China ; and the 
inhabitants, foldiers, as well as others, are grown very rich 
and powerful in them, and drive a good commerce with the 
northern provinces of Chinuy particularly with the capital one 
of Pe-cheliy whilft the Lyaii-tongers are, for the moft part, kept 
in a ftate of fubjeftion and flavery under them. 

CharaSer They are, however, a very flout, tall, and brave people; 
of the and^ their frequent wars with their neighbours, on all lides, 

ftople* have rendered them expert and warlil^. But though they 

* Vide Kao, ubi fup. Lb Comfte, Verbiest, Martini, 
k aL 


(A) DioTm Kaot lately quoted, 
tells us, that this province was 
the way through which the Tar- 
tarsy now reigning in China, 
came into it (4.8) : from which 
his tranilator, in his notes on 
him, concludes, on what autho¬ 
rity is not eafy to guefs, that, in 
gratitude to them for their ailiil- 
ance, and eafy pafTage through 
it, they made it a new province 
of the Chinefe empire, and en¬ 
dowed it with the fame privi¬ 
leges with the other fifteen. 
Whereas by thefevere treatment 
they have received from them, 
one would be apt to think they 
had rather oppofed their en¬ 
trance, and mewed too much 
fidelity to the Chinefe. 

And, indeed, that writer 
plainly tells us, that the Tar¬ 


tars made an irruption into 
Lyau-tong, where they met with 
a repulfe from the Chinefe em¬ 
peror Vang-ty, or Van-li {49); 
by which it feems as if the 
Cbintfe were then mailers of 
that province; for the getting 
it into their hands was one 0? 
the moft eireflual means to fe« 
cure China from invafions from 
that part Tartary ; and either 
that, or fome other Chinefe 
monarch, might endow the 
hyau-tongians Vi^ith the privi¬ 
leges of his Chinefe fubjeds, 
either as a rewa,rd for, or to fe- 
cure, their fidelity to the Chinefe 
government: we may ofterfome 
further conjectures on this head, 
when we come to their hiftory, 
and their wars with the Tar- 
tars. 


(48) yide Kao, uli/up, f, 115, & x i 6 ,-end netu, (49) Jhid, p. T49. 

partake 
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partake more of the temper of the Tartars^ they are affirmed 
to be fonder of the Chmefe government, religion, and cu- 
Aoms ; which, in fome meafure, confoms what we oblerved 
in the laft note. They are much given to agriculture and 
traffick; by the former of which, they have made fuch im- 
provements on their lands, that they are becoffie much more 
fertile than they naturally were; and thofe who live near the 
fea carry on a good commerce with Chtna, Koreaj. and Japan, 
the chi^ part of which confifts in furs of beavers, fables, and 
other wild bealls, and a much larger would they, in all pro¬ 
bability, drive, if they were not kept fo under by their ma- 
fters. They do not feem, indeed, to have fuch a happy ge¬ 
nius for arts and fciences as the Chinefe\ but the former 
flonrilhing condition of their country, though deprived of 
many fingultu* advantages, of foil, climate, rivers, drc. which. 

China enjoys, Ihews that they were at leaft equal to them in dili¬ 
gence and indufl:ry. So that if their noble andent cities are now 
left to go into ruin, if their trade and manufa.fl;ures languiih, 
and their wealth is now pafled into other hands, it can only 
be owing to the oppreffion they fuffer under the prefent*go- Opj^eJJionl 
vernment, under which they appear to have groaned ever fince 
the conqueft of China, of which it was then the lixteenth 
province : for though one might have expefted that the Tar¬ 
tars, after they were become mailers of the whole Chmefe 
empire, would have left this province to enjoy its antient pri¬ 
vileges ; yet, for fome reafon or other, probably thofe we 
hinted at in the laft note, they thought fit to deprive it of 
them, and reduce it to the condition of a conquered or tri¬ 
butary one (B). 

We 


(B) This feems folly con¬ 
firmed, by a letter of Father 
Koel, a Cbittefe miihonary to the 
general of the Jefuits, anno 
1703, concerning the then Hate 
of their million; wherein he ac¬ 
quaints him, that they had not 
as yet made any fettlement at 
Lyau-tong ; but that they had 
formed a projeA of makine one 
at Chin-yang, capital beta of 
that province and of all Eafern 
Tartary. That city, continues 
he, is very confiderable, the 
emperor having ellabliihed four 


fovereign tribunals, to judge, 
without appeal, of all matters 
relating to the Tartars: for 
lyau-tong, fays he, is now 
elleemed as a province of Tar¬ 
tary, and the Lyau-tongers are 
no longer looked upon as Chi- 
nefe, but as native Tartars (40). 
Thus far the miffionary, who 
might more truly have (lyled 
them fubjeAs, or flaves, to the 
7ar/<ir/,fince their condition is no 
better, whilft the Chinefe, more 
favoured than they, enjoy the 
fame advantages and privileges. 


Mox>. Hist. 


(40) Ltttr, edi^ant, tm, vil. p. 68, 

VoL. VIII. • G 


feme 


f 
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^ H0o^ of Chlnii. B. % 

Citief. Wb read but d; two capital cities, or cities of the firft 
rank, in Father MartinVs time; the firft of which was called 
Lea^-yungy which name, he teUs us, was given to it by the 
Tartarian family of Kina; and the other King-ytuen, or 
Ning-yuen ; neither of which have any thing worth farther 
notice, they &ing both gone irjto decay. Since then, Father 
t'ountenay, a Jefuit, who came from China about the bejgia* 
ning of this century, as well as Father Noely mentioned in 
New ea- the laft note, make the dty of Chin-yang to be the metro- 
fital. polls ^ From which, we may fuppofe the Tartars to have 
made fome confiderable alterations in the government of this 
province, fince this laft is likewife ftiled the metropolis of 
Et^crn Tartary t and .the refidence of the four grand tri¬ 
bunals. Thofe of the fecond and third rank muft ftill be 
fortrejes. oote inconfiderable; but their fortrefles of the lirft order are 
(aid to be as large, populous, and opulent, as fome d the 
capitals of China. Thefe aie eleven in number, befldes the 
metropolis above-mentioned. The fame number there are of 
thofe of the fecond rank, and about feven or eight of the 
third; which laft are more remarkable for their Ibength and 
gan ifons, than for their largenefs or opulence. 

Fertility. I’he country produces plenty of com, millet, and other 
grain ; but very little rke, for want of fuch rivers and canals 
as the Chinefi have. They abound with variety of wild fowl, 
and wild beafts, fruits, herbs, and roots, both culinary and 
lin- medicinal. Among the laft, the famed root, called 

Ging-feny or Jin-fen, fo much efteemed among the Chinefe 
phylicians, as an infallible medicine to reftore decayed con- 
ftitutions, and renew the \dtal heat, grows here in great 
plenty, and is reckoned of the beft kind. The doffors give 
it in heftic, peftilential, and other defperate fevers, and dan¬ 
gerous dlfeafes, but prepared, and mixed with other drugs (C). 

They 

^ See Lettr. ediiHanc. vol. vii. p. 68. & 147. 

fome few points excepted, which care mnfi be taken thi t the pot 
they did under their own mo- be well covered, clfe its virtue 
.narchs, and fcarcely feel the will evaporatt. 
weight of a foreign yoke; as According* to Father Le 
will be more folly feen in the C»mpte\ defeription of this ex- 
fcqucl. cellent root, which he highly 

(C) The dofe of it, fuch is commends, they have hardly 
iu extraordinary virtue, is no any in China, but what comes 
more than two or three grains, from tins province. The Gin- 
minced, or pounded fmall, and fen, fays he, which is at pre&nc 
boiled in chiken-broth, or, if is brought to us from 

that fad, in fair water; but Lyau tong, a province feparate 
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They efteem thofe roots which are large, bright, and weighty, 

. as the beft. They wrap them up in paper, and keep them in 
dry earth, and Ibme aim in pepper, for ufe 
This province hath a confiderable (hare of mountains, Mom^ 
fome of which produce timber fw building, others metals and taints 
minerals. Thofe that are worthy of notice,, are, the great 
fidge, called Eang-p^e^ one end of which lies clofe to the 
place where the Chinefe wall begins, and extends itfplf quite 
into Tartary. It is of a great height, and hath a lake about 
eighty furlongs in circuit, and of a prodigious depth, out of 
which fpring the two famed rivers Talo^ which runs into Tar- 
tary, and ^ong-tongf which, after a courfe northward, of 
fome length, winds eaftward, and falls into the Tau ; which 
laA empties iticlf into the yellow fea. The other mountain 
worth mentionicg, is, that called Ou, or Xu, which forms an 
ifland on the gulph of Lyau-tong, on which is built the fort- 
refs of Xan-ghay. There are feveral other idands on the fame 
gulph, over-againft the cities of Kay-chew, King-chevn, and 
Ning-yvjcn, fo conveniently lituate, that they form a good 
fafe road for fliips h. , 

And thus much may fufHce for the defcription of this pro¬ 
vince, and of the Chinefe empire. As to what relates to the 
hiliory of the Lyau-tongers, it chiefly conililing of their wars 
with the Tartars and Chinefe, we lhall refer our readers to 
what we have already faid on that head, in the hiftory of the 
Former *, and to what we may have farther to add in that of 
he latter f, we are now upon; by which we ftiall avoid fwell- 
ing this work, as much as polTible, with needlefs repetitions. 

s See Lettr. ediiHant. vol. x. p. 172. & feq. Kao, ubi Tap. 
p. 133. Le Compte, ubi fup. letter 8. p. 230. & feq. & al. 
lup, citat. Id. vid. & Martini, Atlas Sinenf. La Mar> 
TiNiERE, & al. fup. citat. * See before, vol. iv. p. 343. 

374, & feq. t See the lafl fecUon of this chapter. , 

from China, and iituate in Eafi province. The fame author 
Tartary. Which words we chiefly adds, with refpefl to the famed 
quote here, becaufe it confirms root, that it ought not to be cut 
what we have faid a little higher, with a knife, becaufe iron di- 
of its being fitu^te without the minilhes its virtue; but advifes 
great wall, aqid of its being rather to bite it in pieces with 
caibiered from being a Chinefe one's teeth (41). 

(41) X>< Ccmpte, letter I. f, Z5. En^l. edit. 
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Of the antient Religion^ and new SeSis^ among the 

Chinefe. 

c 


Religion TI7 E have already given an account of the antient religion 
of the of the Chinefe^ in a former part this work*, out of 

Chinefe. their canonical books; from which it appears to have been 
fo like that of the antient patriarchs, that many learned mdfi 
have looked upon it as a pregnant proof (among many others 
they have alleged to fupport thmr hypothefis), that Noah, or 
fome of his near defcendants, did at fu-fl people this country 
But as that point did not appear to us to have been fuffit- 
ciently we contented ourfelves with a bare recapitula¬ 

tion of all the arguments which had been, or might be, ob- 
jeffed againll it J; not fo much indeed from any diflike we 
had to it, or its learned authors, as in hopes thatwe (hould 
excite thereby fome of our judicious correfpondents, whom 
we'^knew to be well verfed in that curious controverfy, to 
communicate their thoughts, or what farther difcova-ies they 
had made in it, to us. It was not long, accordingly, befote 
we had the pleafure of feeing our cxpeftations fully anfwcred, 
from a certain quarter, and the fyllera above-mentioned handed 
to us, in a quite new light, all the material objeflions ag^inft 
it fairly anfwercd, all its difficulties removed, and a new fett 
of proofs in favour of it, added, which we flatter ourfelves will, 
With every impartial reader, give it the appearance of fome- 
thing more than a probable hypothefis. But as the chief evi¬ 
dence depends on one certain faff relating to their chrono 
logy, and confirmed by our own Hebrew one, and all die 
collateral ones are founded upon inferences fairly deducible 
from feveral articles of their religion, laws, cufloms, drc. we 
fliall poftpone the farther particulars to one of the laft feflions 
of this chapter, which relates to the Chinefe chronology; by 
whidi time the reader, having run over, and got all thefe fe¬ 
veral prints frefh in his memory, will be the better able to 
judge of the validity and merit of the whole. This, we hope, 
cannot but be acceptable to him, as the fubjed is no lefs im¬ 
portant than curious, and, as we may venture to fay, will be 
treated there in a manner fiiitable to its dignity, and fuch as 


* See before, Univ. Hili. vol. xx. p. 126. &feq. Vide 
int. al. Howel, eflay on the primitive language, $c au£t. ab 
eocitat. Shukfort, connefk. od. vol. i. boo^a, * Unhr. 
Hift. ubi fap, p, 109. & feq, 
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viQ flrike a 'miety c£ new lights up«i the origin and ibnnda- 
tion of that antient nation and monarchy. In the mean time* 

With re(pe£f to their antient religion, as deducible from 
their canonical books, the topic we are now upon, we cannot 
but obferve, once for all, that the later date we allow to the 
latto*, the longer will the Chinefe appear to have preferved the 
former in its primitive purity, and untainted from the idola- 
tties, fuperftitions, and felfe notions of the Deity, which 
did fo early fpread themlHves over the face of almofl the 
whole earth, and, at length, over a great part too of their own 
country: for, if we may believe a late writer of Chinefe af¬ 
fairs ”, this idolatry was brought to them from fome neigh- Idolatry^ 
bouring part of the Indies ; and though it is fuppofrd tp have •uihen in~ 
began fo early as 300 years after Betusy yet it doth hot ^pear troiueed* 
to have taken footing in China till about 1200 years after ®; 
to which we may add, that it neither was univemlly received, 
and made the reli^n of the country, nor did it prefcntly link 
here into that low degree of fuperftition, folly, and imjfdety, 
as we find it to have done among other polite nations, inch 
as the AJfyrianSy Chaldeans y Egyptiansy CanaaniteSy •Sec. 

They neither deified their monarchs, and other great men, 

nor introduced any of thofe impious and unnaturd rites into 

their idolatrous worfhip, as were praftifed by other nations; 

tmd when a bold attempt was once made for introducing the <Tke an- 

worlhip of demons and evil fpirits, it was prefcntly after fup- thnt dot> 

prefled, the whole race of thofe pretended inchanters de- trine pre~ 

ftroyed, and religion reflored to its antient ftateo, fo 

was the care of the government to prevent any innovation 

that may prove prejudicial to it (D); and to that is owing, 

that the antient Chinefe dodlrlne continues frill to this day to 

be the prevmling feft among the learned. 


® Du Halue, vol. i. p. 639. & 647, Engl. edit. " See his 
tranflator's notes, p. 647. ° See before, vol. xx. ]p.'i2g. 


(D) This, we are told by 
Du Haldcy was chiefly owing 
to the vigilance of a fupreme 
tribunal eftablilhed among them, 
almofl from the foundation of 
that empire, and ftyled the tti- 
hmal tif ritesy which has power 
to fupprefs and condemn any 
fuperftition that may be intro¬ 
duced. This court hath proved 


a main fnpport to the antient 
Chinefe religion, even to this 
very time, infomuch, that tho* 
the mandarins, who compofe 
it, are fometimes obferved to 
praftife certain fuperflitions in 
private, yet, when aflembled 
in a body to deliberate about 
them, they openly condemn 
them (4s). 


(4a) See Du HaUty Engl, edit. vei .!. p. 647. 
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Idolairy 
moft in 
vogite. 


Thilo- 
fopbers 
forced to 
comply 
*with it. 


^ THEKt are, ho\iiwer,. tw^d^^otto, 

«moDg i^e jmndpal le^ ; nairiiely, that of idolac^ 
xndidoned a little li^her, pn, brought bitBer from Indut^ 
about thir^-two years after the crudfixton ksS Chrtfl; ind 
is called the fed of Fo, or Fbe^ which id the ddty they 
worihip, and ^is pretty rife, and unlverfally received, amot^ 
^e, common people, whole fondnefs for all kinds ot fuper» 
ditious and idolatrous ihew hath rifea to fuch a hdght, that 
the whole body of philofophers hath been carried away with 
the torrent, and, though againft their confcience, have been 
forced to join with it, to prevent the effeds of their fury. 

This therefore may be looked upon as the moll prevaUii^ 
fed mnong the bulk of the nation, though not as the ella- 
blilbed religion of the country, and to owe its fettlement ta* 
ther to the excellive power and afcendant of an unruly go* 
palace, than to the confent or approbation of either the phaV 
Mopb^s* or of the mandarins, that compofe the tribunal of 
ritca. 

The third fed is, that of the difciples of Lau-kyun^ which 
is Bpthing but a mixture of the mod extravagant and impious 
opinions. The reader may fee a Iketch of them in the fbl^ 
lowing note (£), whllH we give him here a fuller tccotmt of 
the dodrlnes and rites of the other two. 

Th» 


(E) This fed. which is caUcd 
fau-tfct had its rife from Lau^ 
ifyttn, above-mentioned, ofwhom 
^difciples have recorded many 
monftrous extravagancies; fuch 
as his laying fourlcore years in 
his mother's womb, and break¬ 
ing his way out through her left 
fide. His books are all extant, 
but are fnppofed to have been 
altered by nis followers, and 
abound with noble maxims to 
oondad men to real happinefs; 
fuch as, the love of virtue, con¬ 
tempt of riches, and raifing the 
foul to a fenfe of its own felf- 
fiafiiciency. He taught, that 
t^e Deity was altogether cor- 
3^real; and yet, as if he had 
dived into fome of the deepdl 
myfteries of it, he is reported, 
among many other memorable 


ones, to have often repeated this, 
Thai the tap^ or law of reafon, 
bad produced one, one had pro” 
ducea two, tnvo bad produced 
throe, and three had produced ail 
thirds. His morality, like that 
of Epieurut, confifis in quelling 
the paffions, in eilablifliing the 
fours tranquiUty, and lirecing 
it from anxiety and cares, as 
enemies to life; and, in ordqr 
to exempt it from the unavoid¬ 
able fear of death, they pretend 
he found out an elixir which 
makes them immortal. 

. They are cpipmonly great al- 
chemids, and pqstenders to the ’ 
phi)ofophers 4 t^, as lilmwijGs 
to a familiar intercourfe with 
demons, by whofe affifiaace' 
diey can perform wonders; and 
do aftually, our author fays (43}, 


(43} tiu Betide^ tdi/up, p. 64s, ^ fi$> 


deceivt 



4 Ttt*. principal one, wHeli follows 

catfottkai bodeji^ ;^e;have a^ea^ ^kien of, in die ai&iit ^osinnt 
Idlfory P; said ell tteit needs be adc^ to it here is, the i^rotud 
provemepts-which it received from the writings of their truly y 9°*^* 
excdleht phiidbpher Kom-fu-tfe, or, as he is vulgarly caHcd, 

(anfimu$ 2 for as for thole canonicai books, which are liyled 
of foe frcond rank, they are no more than commSnts on the five 
ones of the fri lit, and fioce written by feme of their learned 

P See before^ vol. xx. p. 126. & frqv 


deceive the people with fuch 
prodigies, as can be afcribed 
to nochi tig bnc to the power of 
thofe evil fpirits. 

By thofe juggling tricks, but 
efpedally by their pretence of 
rendering men immortal, they 
have not only got mandarins, 
and other perfons of diftinfrion, 
efpecially women, to learn this 
pretended magic under them, 
out likewife fcveral of their mo- 
narchs became their difciples, 
and protefrors: fo that (lately 
temples were erefled, and a 
worlhip paid, to thofe demons, 
throu^ moil parts of the em¬ 
pire. The rnccclTors of the head 
of this fe£l are all honoured 
with the title of great tnanda- 
rins, and refide in a town of the 
province of Kyang-Ji \ where 
they have a magnificent palace, 
to which crouds of people re- 
forC, from all the neighbouring 
provinces, either to procure re¬ 
medies, or to have their for¬ 
tunes told; and, for the mo¬ 
ney they readily pay to thofe 
jt»glers, they receive a billet, 
filkd with magical cbaratlers, 
which is to aafwer all their 
ends. 

'Among thofe monarchs who 
were carried away by their de- 
lofions, Chin-^tjwgt the third of 
the dynally of Sovg, was infa¬ 
tuated enough, to go on foot, 
to fetch a book of t^irs, whkh 


they had hung, in the night, on 
one of the principal gates of his 
metropolis, and pretended to 
have dropped from heaven; and 
to carry it, with the greate^ 
veneration, to his own palw $ 
where he inclofed it ip a .mlden 
box, and kept it with utmoftcare. 
The book was fill'd with nothing 
but magical charaflers, and fen- 
tences for invoking demons^ the 
number of which they multi¬ 
plied at pleafure, and wor- 
Ihipped as deities; infomuch, 
that one of the great Chinefe 
doctors attributes the extirpa¬ 
tion of that dynally to the im¬ 
pieties which thefe forcerers had 
introduced under it, and which, 
like a plague, bad infeded the 
whole empire. The viAirns they 
oiler to thofe infernal fpirits are 
of three kinds; nii%. a hog, 
fowl, and a fiOi; and, in foeir 
invocation of thenl, they ufe very 
furprifing pollures, make hi¬ 
deous outcries with their throats 
and nofes, with their drums and 
kettles: pretend to Ihew llrange 
fights in the air, and many other 
fuch impofiures, to intimidate 
and am ufe the people; fo that 
the fafeination fpreads itfelf 
from thofe of the highell: tu 
thofe of the loweil rank. Such 
of our readers as w'ant to know 
more of this pretended magical 
and diabolical fe£l, may con- 
fult the author 1x0 quoted, 
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.|a nMsed' no 

«fpeciaUj;^.m£l^if»CTar«^^a^kpt^ BisiL«6sfirai3iBd 

vt^ quintefleace out of them into his own writings ; which 
have been held m fuch^lpmt veneration ever fmce, tisat the 
kaft alteration made i|i'4hem would be' pinufhed 9^ a great 
crime, and a quotation out of them never fails of ending zm 
conttoverfy admogit tf^ learned men, and to Hop the mon& 
4)f the moti; obitinate wrangler. 

This truly great man, a icantilng of whokdife and wrk- 
dngs weihall give, in the following note (F), ,&emed dehgoed 

by 


(F) Ctnfiuiut wm, mhaa been 
already cmferved (44% bom In 
the province of but 

then called the kinj^om of 
£a^ in the twenty firft year of 
ahe feig^ of Ling-njoang, the 
twenty-third emperor of the 
race ofChe<wi that is, accord¬ 
ing to fome, 300, according to 
ctnhrs, coo, one, according to 
‘Dm Hahie, 331 years, before 
Chrift, and two before the 
death of Thales^ one of the fe- 
ven wife men of Greece: fo 
that, according to this laft, he 
mutt have been cotemporary 
with Pythagoras and So/oit^ and 
fomewhat earlier than Socrates. 
He was but three years old 
when his father Sho-lyamg-he 
died, in the feventy-third year 
of his age, who, though he had 
enjoyed the greateft offices in 
the kingdom of Sorng, yet left 
hhn no other inheritance, than 
the honour of being defeended 
dhem Ti-he, the twenty-feventh 
emperor of the race C3ff Shavg^ 
and, by his mother from 

the illuttrious family of jlr». 

He ttiewed, from his tender 
years, great tokens of fagacity 
and virtue; and, about his 
ttfteenth year, ^vt himftlf up 
to the ttody of the ancient 
books. 


♦ 

He married at nineteen, and 
had a fon named Pe^hu, and-lw 
him a grandfoft named T/u-tJe^ 
who, by his extraordinary merit 
and learning, raifed himfelf to 
the higbeft putts in the empire. 
As for himfelf, he was foon 
taken notice of, for his admire- 
able qualities, learning, and 
virtues, cfpecially thofe of hu¬ 
mility, iincerity, temperance, 
difintereftednels, contempt of 
riches, fcfr.; and though every 
ftate in the empire, as well as 
his own, was over-run with the 
oppoftte vices, yet was he fbini 
raided to feveral places of emi¬ 
nence in the magiftracy, whkh 
he accepted chxily as means 
of promoting his intended re¬ 
formation, both in religion and 
in the ftate, maugre all the 
oppofition he expelled, and 
did a^ually find, from lise 
grandees of his own, as well as 
of other provinces, got,^ |u 
foon as he foand that hii eh* 
deavouns not meet with de- 

ftsrved ihccefs, he threw up ail 
his employments, thou^ very 
eoufideiable, te go in feardhof 
fome more traftame people. Who 
would reap agreater ^nefitlbem 
his excellent dofl:rine. 

£tt tite fifty-fifth year 'of hit 
he was again invited, and 


( 44 ) 7 * */•*&(«#. J)^ iffldf, p. 4 ?S. fir* 
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he^ 1^ his 6o&xipm M jmjSIkc^f^ 
iaorfiiptioas uriuidi had beeit« bog whik fvedemhMRV 


laifed to fiaao of the highelfc 
pofts k» his own kingdom 
Xu.i where the prince ^‘’^hen 
reigning paid fuchregatd to Ms 
.eirtnes, and falntasy counfels, 
Ihat, m lefs^an tlhee months, 
iiotonljr JiiseMil't, hue his whole 
dominipn, were totally changed 
for the better; infomuch, thayt 
the nei^boming princes were 
alarmed at the fndden reforiBt' 
don; righdy judging, that the 
king of Lu woula foon become 
too powerfnl £or them, if he 
continued to follow his new 
counfellor’s rales.. 

I'he king of ffiy in particu¬ 
lar, after many confultations 
.with his grandee§, bethought 
Mmfelf of an expedient, the 
moft likely to defeat all Confu- 
ciui't ineafures ; and, accord- 
ii^y, under the fair pretence 
pt an ambafly, fent him, and 
ktt nobles, a preient of a great 
nnmberof heautifal young girls, 
jvho had, from dieir infancy, 
keen brought up to dancing, 
knging, and all other capu- 
arating arts. Thefe were not 
only received with Open arms, 
both by the king and court, but 
pnterti^d with liich frequent 
feakii^s anddivertons,that they 
presently abandoned the buli- 
nefs of diUfe, tf^ive themfelves 
^ to pleafure. 'Oe kMg himfelf 
became iaaccelfible to his mod 
zealous, miniders. Among the 
re^ Coa/^iiir. having tried, in 
vain, all poifible means to re- 
.call him, diveded himielf of 
Ml his offices, left the court 
iwd kingdom, to go in qited of 
snore docile minds to follow his 
maxims j but, to his greit mor- 
-tification, found his doctrine and 


in 

snorak drdaded, in every kin^ 
dom thiQugh which he paffi^. 
So that, by thgc time he wee 
come to that he found 

himfelf reduced to the greateft 
indigence; yet without lofing 
miy thing of his vmttnefs m 
ibul, and ufual coimancy. 

. This obliged him to refome 
his former functions of a private 
fage, in which he met whdi befr* 
tor fuccels. His ksanting and 
merit, and, above all, his grmtt 
mod^y and condefcenfiim, 
gained him a vad number of 
difciples (fome fay 3000, 500 
of whom did, in time, raife 
themfelves to die highed pods, 
in feveral kingdoms); asd aH 
of them cmidiuied firmly at¬ 
tached CO his perfon and doe. 
trine. Thefe he divided into 
four clalTes; the'fird of which 
was, to make virtue their chief 
dudy and pradlce; the iecond 
was, to learn to reafon and 
write clofely, judly, and ele. 
gantly g the third was, to dudy 
wc art of goveniroent, and to 
indrudt the mandarins and great 
miniders in their refpeftive du- 
ties; while the lad was to learn 
to write, in a concife and ele- 
gant dyle, the principles of mo¬ 
rality. In all thefe clalTes, he 
had fome very eminent onest 
but one efpedally in the fifd, 
whofe premature death cauftd 
his ma£^ to died abundance of 
tears. 

As his praftice dill kept con- 
dant pace with his excellent 
pMlolophy, princes fometimes 
invited him to thek court, that 
they might reap the ben^ of 
his indrttdions; and fhewed the 
greated regard to his lear ning 


m$ 



^ate^ and was andom^ widl^jdl Jiid 
pro^ ipialitlei £ar fuch a noble work. We . are told, that 

Iw 


and mexk. Ai c^er times, 
upon the death of one of them, 
by whojh he had been highly 
honoured, he nas feeti himfeu 
become the cOntemye the 
court, and the Hdicule of mi in- 
foltkig populace; yet, undor 
thofe extremes, he never (hewed 
the leaft change in his looks, 
or behaviour, hat pteferved 
ftUi the (ame (Jeadinefs and 
tranquility. His rdiaace on 
the divine providence was ftiU 
Sfeore remarkable, infomuch, 
that he bath beheld, without 
the leaft'fear or emotion, an 
officer of the army, named 
Wban- 4 i, by whom he was 
bated, come full-drive at him, 
with his fword drawn, and hath 

S 'ven this anfwer to fome 
lends, who adviied him to 
hafte away from the danger. If 
Tyen freteBs irj, •which nve 
haw new a finfihk freef what 
Iwtm can the rage ^Whan-ti 
iA te us, tbeugh he is prejident of 
the tribunal of the arsny ? 

Confucius lived to finilh his 
philoiophical and hiftorical 
works, and died in the king¬ 
dom of Ltt, his native country, 
in the feventy-third year of his 
age, yearly lamented, both by 
the king and court, and much 
snt^e by his difdples, who had 
the h^eft veneration for him. 

Awde before his laft ficknefs, 
be told them, with abundance 
of tears, ^hat thediforders which 
reiffsed in the empire had well 
uigh hreke bis hearti and began, 
from that time, to lanjraifli till 
the fevmith day before his death, 
Whm hetold them again, in 
fame melancholy tmm, Since 
hings refufe tefollew mpmatcims,! 


amnow ue fe^rafful t^ottfarth, 
and it is neeeffary that I JheuFd 
itipoe it. He fell immediately., 
after thofe words, into a le¬ 
thargy, which lafted feven dayi$ 
at the end of whidi he expired, 
in the aims of ibme of his dsf. 
ciples. Th^ built him a hand<j 
fome fepul^e, on the rivet 
Su, near the city of Kye-few^ 
on the fame fpot whore he uftd 
to aftemble them. It hath bemi 
fmce inclofed with a wall, and 
now looks like a fmall city"! 
and the veneration which all 
good men had for him in- 
cres^ng with time, be came, at 
length, to be refpefted as the 
chim doflor of the empire. 

He was tall, and well pro¬ 
portioned, his bread and (houl- 
ders were broad, his eyes large, 
complexion olive, nofe flat, 
beard long, and his voice ftrong 
and piercing. His works, which 
are efteem^ a perfeft rule of 
ov«mment,and contain all that 
e had eollefted out of the an¬ 
cient laws, are as follows: i. Hh 
^Tay^hyoi that is, he grandSci^ 
enee, gt Schoel of Adults, z. Th# 
Chong-yeng, or InmMahlt Me» 
dium, 3. That called Lun^, 
or Moral emd pithy Dijiwrfii. 
4. Meng-tfi, or The Seek ef 
Mencius ; To called from one of 
his difcij^es, who is fuppoAel 
to have compiled, or fimihOdj 
it from his snafter's writings, 
and contains a perfeft rule of 
government. Tnefe four art 
held in the greateft efteem, and 
are the chief ones among tho. 
canonical books of the fecond 
rank; to which they add two 
more, as the next, if not equal, 
to ^em in ‘ in^KX-ior; wx, 

S.ThQ 
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#11 iddatry> ixrhkh become vdir^i^ 

kr CMna : if fo,j it is a wonder that his difdples (hcmld 
wards rear ftatoes, altars, and temple^ to him. However, 
it plainly appears,, that his main design was not fo much to 
intermeddle with the outward, as the inward and efTentidl, 
part of religion, tl» reformation of the' hearts and lives of hit 
countrymen; all his Audies, lectures, writings,*ppecepts, and 
praftke, were chiefly tendif^ that way; and in this, not* Oppofed 
withflanding the great oppofition which he met with from h 
the vicious mandarins and grandees of every court (for though 
each province w^as under the emperor, yet thofe petty kings 
that governed in them were, • in fome meafure, defpotk, and 
frequently became formidable to the imperial throne, and 
Were not only very debauched themfelves, but fuffered thdt 
miniflers to be fo too; and this was the real flate of the em* 
pire, at the time that Confucius was driving, with all his 
might and fagacity,.to introduce his intended reformation)^ 
yet in this, we fay, notwithflanding all their oppofltioa, he 
had the pleafure to fee his excellent morality at leaft univer* 
fally admired; and defervedly fo, not Only for the beauty His ful- 
and noblenefs of his precepts and maxims, but much more doc- 
for the judicious way he took to inculcate them, and to 


5. The Hyau-kingt which treats 
of filial refpe^t, and contains 
the anfwers which Confucius 
made to his difciple Tfeng^ con¬ 
cerning the reverence due from 
children to parents. 6. The 
Syau-hyot or The School or Sci~ 
once of Children ; which is a col- 
le£Uoii of fentences and ex¬ 
amples, extraded from antient 
and m^ern authors. It would 
carry us beyond our bounds, to 
enter into a farther detail of 
thofe books. Thofe that are 
curious to know more of them, 
S&a.j^ confulc the Latin verfion 
which Father Noelj one of the 
antient mifiionaries into China^ 
hath given of them, printed at 
Prague, anno 1711, or the ex- 
trad which Father Du Halde 
hath made of it, and printed in 
his defeription of the Chinefe 


empire (44). One thing we ^ 

cannot forbear obferving here, * 

concerning thofe books, that, 
though the four firil contain 
the moil fublimc dodrines 
morality, and are univerfally 
held to DC of the greatell autho* 
rity, next to the canonical ones 
of the firfl rank, of which we 
have formerly fpoken, yet they 
have had but few followers 
among the degenerate Chiuefi ; 
whereas the two laft,' which 
treat of the duty of children to 
parents, are fo univerfally ob* 
ferved throughout the empire, 
that one may venture to affirm, 
there is not a country in the 
world where parents are more 
refpeded, both during their life, 
and after their death; as we 
fhall more fully Ihew in the 
fequel. 


(44} Du Holds, uiijup. ^.415. 
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make virtue appear and defirabie to all his dlBpka and 
readers. 

His philofophy, though fublime, was quite free from 
thofe fubtile and intricate quefrtons and inquiries, with ^Vhich 
that of the befr Creek phUcnophers were mollly clogged: and 
ConfuciuSt infread diving into thofe phylical and abfrrufe 
Nohle no- nodons about'the nature a^ attributes of the fupreme being, 
timts eftht the origin of the world, (rf cril, and other fuch fpeculative 
points, too high for unaflifted reafon; or of dogmatizing about 
the nature of rewards and punilhments of virtue and vice, 
confiiMd himfelf to fpcak with the deepeft regard of the great 
Author of all beings, whom ho reprefents as the moft pure 
and pd'frfl e(&ncc, principle, and fountain, of all things, to 
inspire men with greater fear, veneration, gratitude, and 
lov^ of him; to ailert his divine providence over dl his 
creatures; and to reprefent him as a being of fuch infinite 
knowlege^ that even our mofl fecret thoughts are not be 
hidden from him, and of fuch boundlefs goodnefs and jufiice, 
that be can let no virtue go unrewarded, or vice unpunilhed. 
He had likewife a mofi; mafierly hand at painting the one in 
its riioft lovely, and the other in its moft deterring, colours; 
and to inforce the pradlice of the one, and abhorrence of the 
other, by the moft powerful arguments, worthieft motives, 
and, in thebeftof methods, his own extraordinary example, 
which may be juftiy ftyled a pattern of moral virtues. And 
though it muft.be owned, that neither the one nor the other 
had the good efiefls they deferred, and that he hath had but 
few followers, except among his moft celebrated difciples, 
who have made it their glory to copy after him, yet his writ¬ 
ings, as well as his feft, have been always, and are ftill, held 
in the higheft efteemSo that it ftiows, at leaft, fome kind 
of merit in the Chinefe, that they can ftUl profefs fo univerfal 
admiration for him and his doftrine, though fo few of them 
do care to praflife it. 

Ztil ofEo, The other principal feft, and indeed the moft predomi¬ 
nant of all, is that of F-?, Foe^ or Fw/, whom fome writers 
have confounded with the Fo-hi, v'ho was the Tounder of this 
monarchy, though it is plain that this worftiip was not 
brought hither from India till lixty-five years after the birth 
•mhen^ and of Chrift, as was lately hinted f. The occahdn of its being 
introduced into Chinas wdiere it made fuch fwift and rapid 
fr^lu ^ dream which the emperor Meng-ti, of the 

See wha; has been faid under the iafi note. Sec alfo Noel’s 
,latin verfion of Confucius's Ethics. Le Compte, Couplet, 
Dl'IIai .DE, tc al. bee page 102 of thts volume. 
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djfnafty 6f ffatiy had ^bout that time, which put hiin in min4 
of a feutence which had been often in the mouth of Coi^u- 
ciusy that the Holy One wax to be found in the weji. Upon 
which he immediately fent ambafladors in (earch of Hm, and 
with mtprefs orders not to return without bringing a full ac¬ 
count of him and his religion. But they, whether difcou- 
ra^d at, or tired with, the length and difficulty of the jour¬ 
ney, proceeded no farther than Indian where having met with 
the worftiippers of the idol Fo, or Foe (G), they brought it 

with 


(G) It is not eafy to goefs in 
what part of India this monfter 
appeared, or whether he was 
man or devil; if half of what 
his difciples have reported of 
him were true, he could be no 
other than a devil incarnate. 
We fliall give our readers a few 
particulars, by which he may 
judge what credit is to be given 
to the reft of what thofe Indian 
wonder-mongers relate of him. 

His father, whofe name was 
Im-/ang-njuau, was, they fay, 
king of anW/a« territory, call¬ 
ed by the Chinefe Shun-tjeu-ffo i 
his mother,named Moj'e, themoft 
of the time of her pregnancy, 
dreamt that ihe had fwallow^ 
a white elephant, or, as others 
will have it, that fhe conceived 
by that animal, or by the devil 
in his fhape; and hence arofe 
that veneration paid by the In¬ 
dian kings to the white elephant. 
However, ihe was delivered of 
him thro' her right fide, and died 
ibon after. They add, that he 
ftood upon his feet as foon as 
he was got out of her womb, 
and walked feven fteps, point¬ 
ing with on^ liand to heaven, 
and with the other to the earth } 
and then pronounced the follow> 
ing words diftinflly : There is 
none either in the beafueny or in 
the earthy nuho ought to be adored, 
bat I alone. 


At the age of feventeen he 
married three wives ; and at 
nineteen ibrfook them, to retire 
into a folitary place, under the 
guidance of four fages; and, at 
thirty, he was transformed on a 
fudden into a god ? from which, 
time he minded nothing but the 
propagating his doctrine, and 
how to make himfelf adored by 
the vaft number of miracles 
which he wrought, and with 
the account of which liis bon- 
zian priefts have filled feverhl 
large volumes. There were no 
lei's than 80,000 of his dtieipies 
employed in difperfing his im¬ 
pious tenets throughout the eaft, 
and, amongft them, ten of a 
more diftinguiihcd rank and dig¬ 
nity, who publilhcd 5000 vo¬ 
lumes in honour of their mafter. 
The Chinefe call his followers, 
or priefts, Song and Ho Ji^ang ; 
the Tartars, Lamas or La-ma- 
feng'y ^e.Siumvfe,TalapQins\ and 
the Jftfaners, and, from them, 
the Europiansy Bombas or Bon- 

ies. 

This ftrange god, however, 
found himfelf mortal, and died 
in the feventy-ninth ) ear of his 
age, 01^ as his difciples believe, 
paffed into the ftate of immor¬ 
tality ; and, to crown all his im¬ 
pieties, finding his death ap- 
proachittg, eTcpreifed himfelf to 
the following purpofe to his 

difciplci: 




pfe lj^prj ^Chi^. 



with them, and, with it, the dofirine of tianfinigratioB, 
other febles, fiiperftitions, and athciftical notions, with wMieii 
the books-are filled": all which were greedily reibelyed 
at court; from which the contagion quickly ^read itfelf t^o* 
other provinces, and in a little time through the whole emp^ 
which was already but too much infefled with the magical ijqai- 
pieties of theTedl of Lau-kyun^ mentioned in a late note 
Gnedily From that time this clumerical god met every-where with 
received in worftlippers; the greateft number of idols, altars, and tem- 
China. pies or pagods, were reared to him; fome of them magnifi¬ 
cent to the highefi: degree, whilft the boilzas, who became his 
priefts, filled the country with large volumes of his pretended 
miracles and prodigies, which they alfo reprefent in printed 
figure, after their manner; infomuch, that he is now celebrated 


^ Yid> Martini hUl. Sinic. Le Compte State of China* 
part z, letter 2. X>u Haldb, &r al. 


difciples : / have hitherto eon- 
teaied the truths and /poke to you 
tbrfeyforty years in parables and 
anigtms ; but novo I am going to 
leave you., I voill reveal to you the 
•whole myflery of do&rine : 
Leare, then^ that there is no other 
principle of all things but empti- 
nefs and nothing ; from nothing 
all things proceeded^ and into no¬ 
thing voill they all return ; and this 
is the end of all our hope (45). 

Thefelall wordscaufed a kind 
of rckifm among the bonzas i 
fome of whom became the heads 
of an atheiftical fe£t, which 
hath continued ever fince ; 
wiiiKt die much greater number 
adhered to his former do£lrine, 
endeavouring topalliate this lall 
by a fubtile diftinblion of exte¬ 
rior and interior dodrine, which 
is merely evafive^ and means no¬ 
thing; and to propagate his 
wormip by the moll impious 
cheats and fables, pasticularly 
by pretending that he had been 
born 8000 times, and tranfmi- 
grated into the b^ies of a ^eat 

r4j) Du Ilildey ubi /uprOf p. Ojp. 

(^fij l.d.ioid. 


variety of animals before he 
was deified, in whofe forms he 
hath been fince worlhipped by 
his infatuated followers. The 
next note will give, an account 
of the villainous methods which 
thofe bonzas takt^ to delude 
them. 

As for thofe bonzas who fell 
in with Fa's laft atheiftical doc¬ 
trine of all things being pro¬ 
duced out of nothing, fffr. tho' 
they and their difciples are few¬ 
er in number, in comparifon of 
the oppofite fed, they have like- 
wife endeavoured to refine upon 
their mailer, by introducing a 
great variety of fubtile nations, 
on the hypothefis of a vacuum^ 
which they fuppofe pregnant of, 
and producing, all things, and 
then fwallowing them up again 
into their primitive nothing ; 
but thefe are ever expofed, not 
only by the other bonzes, but 
likewifeby the literati, a ftill 
more modern fed, of which we 
ihail fpeisk by-and-by (46}* 

Lt CoaptCy ubi fup. Mertiniy Q of. 



C, i. • iif 

bif lmibUowers a^ the faviourof the world, great of 

manlund, fent by heaven to teach them the way of r«£riti(Hi, 
and even, according to Le Ctmpte to make atcmement lor 
the fins of all men. The emperor, who is a Tartar^ follows 
the idolatry of his own nation, which differs little from the 
Cinnafe, excepting that the lainas, or Tartar psiefts, worftupi^*®*f"f^ 
thdr deity, which Le Cqmpte tells us is the lame with the 
Chinefe Fo, under the fliape of a young man, who, they pre¬ 
tend, nev» dies. He is kept in a llately temple, attended 
with numberlefs lamas, who lerve him with the greatefi vene¬ 
ration ; and, when he dies, they chufe another from among 
themfdves, as much like him as they can in ffature, features, 
to pafs on the people for him: whereas the bonzas, ex 
Chinefe priefis of F®, worftiip him in feveral forms, fuch as 
thofe of a dragon, ape, elephant, drr. through which they 
pretend him to have tranfmigrated before he was deified 
The lamas that are in China^ only ferve the Tartar nobility 
there as chaplains, whilfi the bonzas engrofs his worfiup to 
themfelves in all the Chinefe temples, and make a vafi gain of 
it by the vllefi and moil impudent impofiures on the people. 

The emperor, to outward appearance, pays an equ^ refpeft 
to both, but defpifes their legends and fuperftitions in his 
heart; and, if we may believe the Jefuits accounts, worftiips. 
only the fupreme Lord of heaven and earth. They own, 
however, that he paid the fame honours to ConfueiuSt and 
offers the fame facrifices in the heathen temples, that the reft 
of the Chinefe did; but this, they tell us, he only fubmitted to ^^ether n 
for reafons of ftate ; which, they add, was the main obttaclc Chnfian 
to his declaring himfelf a Chriftian, though they pretend to ” 
believe him to have been one in his heart. 

We ftiail have occafion to examine this matto- more clofely 
when we come to that great monarch’s reign. In the mean 
time we ftiall only obferve here, that fuch a fuppofition is quite 
Inconfiftent to a declaration, which, they tell us, he once 
made to them; That, if he could be fatisfied once of the 
truth of their religion, he would not delay one moment to 
embrace it; though he was feiifibie, that, if ever he declared 
himfelf a Chriftian, the whole emj^e would do the*faine in a 
few 3^ears. Eor, if he had been really a Chriftian in his 
heart, what‘could divert, much lefs deter, him from pro- 
felfing it, when he knew that his whole empire would fo foon 
follow his example ? Father Le CompUf therefore, feems to 
us to have more rightly judged, that it was partly the fear 
difobliging his fubjedls, and partly the gratification of hifl 

* Ubi fupra. * * Vide atuEl. fnpra citat. 
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pnodcMoiaftnt paffioHi wliich he knew “ms (MpoCite to the 
lit of Chriftianky* thee were the inaifi dbAades to his em¬ 
bracing a religion, which, how much foa/^ he might admire 
it, was neither fuitaUe to his preimtcircumibnces, nor to the 
faperititions temper of his fabjedU, mndi lefs to the take 
and interek <of the whole juggling and rapacious bonzaic 
tribe, who might eafily oaufe an unlrerfal revolt in the em- 
{nre. 

Counte- And this was, doubtlefs, the motive whldi made him not 
nances the only outwardly comply with their rites, but exprefs fuch an 
ietfzas. extraordinary regard for thdr perfons, as to fuffer fomc of thofe 

of the firhr rank to live in his palace, whom his mother had 
7‘heir fad formerly fettled there. Though he could not but be fenhble 
charaBer. that greatek part of that fraternity were the vilek cheats 
and viUaius in his whole empire, as well as the mok impudent 
tyrants on his bigotied fubjefts, if thofe of another fociety 
have not painted them in worfe colours than they defen'e. 
The reader may fee a (ketch of fome of their mok flagrant 
impokures in the next note (H); and a greater detail of them 
• in 


(H) They make the greateft 
fhew of fan£lity, abftinence, 
mortification, (fc. by which 
they pretend to atone for the 
fins of the living and the dead; 
but, in truth, are given to the 
znoflfcandalous vices, even thofe 
of the molt unnatural kind. 
They will drag heavy chains, 
fafiened t.) their arms and legs 
in fuch manner, that they wound 
every ftep they go. They beat 
their heads againfi: the ftones 
and polls, till ti:cy fetch hlood, 
CO extort alms from the people : 
feme, we are told, have got 
themfelves carried about in a 
kind of fednn, with nails drove 
on every fide with the points 
towards them, fo that they 
could not ilir without wounding 
themfelves ; and thefe nails 
they fold to the gazing popa- 
lace for a few pence, as amu¬ 
lets, and prefervatives againk 
all harms, and as efficacious 
means of bringing down blelT- 
ings upon the buyer and las fa¬ 


mily. Thefe jugglers at the 
fame time declare, that the mo¬ 
ney thus given to them is not to 
be applied to their own private 
ufe, but to build temples, altars, 
to Fe, who will not fail of 
proportioning his favours to 
them, according to their muni¬ 
ficence to him. 

The do£lrine of the tranfmi- 
gration of the foul is another 
never-failing fource of gain: 
they pretending to know precife- 
ly the prefent ilate of the dead, 
and the future one of the living, 
that is, into what kind of bo¬ 
dies the former are tranfmigra- 
ted, and even to know the very 
identical creature or perfon into 
which they are jiaft; and into 
what kind of one the livi^ 
will Ihortly go. In thefirk cafe^ 
which they feldom fail of repre- 
fenting to the furviving friends 
as either dreadful, snifisrable, or 
uncomfortable, ^y extort mo¬ 
ney from themjto procure the de- 
ceifed a fpeedy releafe, and pafiT- 

age 
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in Le Commie os Du HeMe above quoted for which we have 
no room, in a work like this. 

As 

Le Co MPT e, ubi fupra; 

age into a better (late, as out of and then readily granted his 
a dog, fnake, or infedt, into an requeft (47). 
elephant, a philofopher, man- He relates another inftance of 
darin, and the like. In the the knaveiy of the bonzas, to 
other, by threatening the living the following efteO.: A young 
with an unhappy tranfmigratioh, prince of the blood, being in- 
they either get money of them confolable for the Ic^s of one of 
to procure them a happier one, his moll amiable companions, 
or leave them to live in dread applied himfelfto them, to know 
of the fatal change. into what ftate his foul was 

Le Compte tells us a ftory of an palTed. To which they anfwer- 
old man, whom thefe bonzas ed, that he was now turned in* 
had made to believe that his to a Tartar boy, whom, they 
foul fhould, in her next migra- told him, they could procure, 
tion, pafs into the body of one for a fum of money, to be 
of the. emperor’s poft horfes. brought to him. The prince 
They had likewife advifed him readily agreed; and a T artar 
to eat fparingly, and bear it pa- boy was accordingly prefented 
tiently, that fo they might the to him, as the perfon into whofe 
fooner fend him into a better body the foul of his favourite 
habitation. The poor man, un- was tranfmigrated ; and he was 
able to reconcile himfelf to fuch accordingly received into favour 
a change, could neither Heep as formerly,to the no fmall corn- 
day or night, through the dread fort and fatisfadion of the 
of it; but grieved at fuch a prince, who failed not to give 
rate, as would foon have ended thofe jugglers fome tokens of his 
his days. Happily for him, he gcneiofity {48). 
learned that the fouls of the The fame authors relate feve- 
Chrillians had a particular ex- ral ocher inflances not only of 
empeion from thele kinds of me- the fame unprecedented vilbin- 
tamorpHofes ; upon which he ous kind; bat fome of them of 
applied himfelf to one of our fuch an atrocious and barbarous 
Jefuits, and earneitly begged of nature, as can hardly be read 
him, that he would mali him without horror, or rather per- 
aChriftian; afluring him, that haps without dilTidence, though 
he would rather be of that, or related by pretended eye-wit- 
any religion, Qian be turned nelTcs Of this kind, we are 
into a poft-horfe. The good told, is their priv-.-itcIy fuizing 
father, who could not but pity on men and women, and hur- 
his fimplicity, took care to in- rying them away into a clofc fe- 
fpire him firft with better mo- dan, where nothing is to be fecn 
lives of becoming a Chriilian, but the tops of their heads, and 


f47 ) Dm HalJe, LeCtmpte^ part a*. Ut %,'JiIartini^ 6 ? al, (^'i) hr Co>rj'le £? 
Da Hajdct ubt ft>p. 
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n^inct' As to their principles, they pretend thiit thek god Fo hath 
fles of that left them ten commandments. The firft of them is, not to kill 
any Kving creature, of what kind foeva-. a. Not to take 
away another man’s, goods. 3. Not to indulge in a£fs of im¬ 
purity. 4. Not to lye. 5. Not to drink wine. What the 
others are, we are not told; but they lay a great Ihefs on 
a£ts of mercy, charity, and in building of temples to Fa, 
monadicries for his priehs, and providing for their mmntenance, 
as the moil effectual means to partake cf the benefit of their 
prayers, mortifications, penances, and other meritorious aflions, 
towards the atonement of> thrir own fins, and obtaining a 
^ranfmi’ happy tranfmigration in anotlicSr life. On the other hand, 
gration of they threaten no lefs thofe who with-hoW their benefaftionS 
the foul, from them; telling them, that they will tranfmigrate into the 
bodies of rats, horfes, mnles, and other fuch creatures; wh’ich 
lafl point leldom frils of making a deep impreffion on the 
ffhere- credulous vulgar, infomuch that they often perfuade them 
•ward and to burn paper gilt, or wafiied with filver, filk, doth, and 
ptnijhnunt other garments, which, they tell them, will be turned into 
in the next fubftantial gold and filver, clothes, drc. in the other world, 
for the ufe of their deceafed parents, friends, and relations, 
or elfe be laid up for them againfl; their coming thither: for, 
fay they, you mufl not imagine that good and evil are as con- 
fufed in the other world as they are in this; for there are re¬ 
wards for the good, and punifhments for the bad, according 
to every one’s merit, or according as they have taken care, by 
their generous benefaftions, to make fure of a title to thofe 
of thdr teachers *. 


* Le Comftc Ss I>u Halde, ubi fupra. 


their eyes moving in a dreadful 
manner, to the next river or 
canal, and drowning them with¬ 
out mercy, before whole crouds 
offpe£lators,who are harangued 
by one of the fraternity into a 
firm belief that the perfons had 
earneftly requeiled to be thus 
.difpatched out of the world, in 
jQrder to obtain immortality in 
the nexjt. One can hardly think 
that thdfe jugglers, bad as they 
may be, would dare attempt 
fuch atrocious enormities, in fo 
pohte and regular a govern¬ 


ment ; and yet Father Le Canute 
afilires us, that he faw an in¬ 
fiance of it; and, by difeover- 
ing the impofture, had faved a 
young man, whom they were 
violently dragging into a river, 
from becoming a vidim to their 
inhuman knavery and impiety. 
But this may fuffice to ^ve our 
reader an idea of thofe religious 
cheats (49): thofe who defire to 
fee more, or greater variety, of 
them, nfay confult the autiunrs 
above quoted. 


OhZ 
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Onb iking they particularly recommend, viz* the often call- Fo/r^f- 
ing iipon him for happinefs and falvadon. Fo, in one of his quently in* 
books, had mentioned another deity more antient than him- fy 
felf, dalled 0 -miiOt wor(hipped by the JpPanners like- «■«/«- 
wife, under the name of A^midai who formerly,had appeared 
in the kingdom of Bengaly and had raifed himfelf to fuch 
height of power and merit by his great fanftity, that the bare 
invoking of him was fuificient to obtain the pardon of the moft 
damnable crimes. Him the bonzas have coupled with their 
Fo ; whence the Chinefe of this feft have continually in their 
mouths the words which, their mafters tell them, 

i§, fufficient to expiate for their blackeil: fins. All thefe pleafing 
notions to corrupt nature fail not to gain greatly on vuglar 
minds, and to infpire them with an uncdinmon generofity to 
their foothing teachers; whilll the wifer and better fort pity 
the former for their fimplicity, and dcfpife the latter for their 
extravagancies and Impiety; being but too well convinced, 
that the greateft part of them are arrant cheats, and men of 
debauched lives, notwithfiianding their fanflified looks, ^nd 
Ipecious pretences, to mortification and holinefs 

Besides the various reprefentations under which they wor- How re- 
fiiip their god Fo in their temples, among which that of a dra- prefinted, 
gon is efieemed the noblefl, and next to it the elephant, they 
have a variety of others, which, whether they look upon as 
different deities, or different images of the fame Fo, is not 
agreed. Two in particular they have in their pagods, com¬ 
monly about twenty feet high, and pretty much in the fame 
attitude; the one is called the god of immortality, and is rc- 
prefented in the form of a grofs fat man, fitting crofs-legged, 
with a fmiling or laugliing countenance, and a monftrous pro¬ 
minent belly, quite bare ; the other not quite fo thick, and 
covered before with a thin drapery, and in the fame fitting 
pofture, whom they flyle the god of pleafure. Between thefe 
two is commonly placed a third, richly clad, with a rich crown 
on his head, and feme ornamental drapery hanging loofe from 
it. This laft is called the great king Kang, and is thirty feet 
high, and richly gilt and carved. To thefe we may add an Other r/- 
innumerable variety of others of all fizes and forms, which 
they fet up in their houfes, ftreets, fliips, fields, burying-places, 
and fiich-like, to whom the burn incenfe, and other perfumes, 
and offer up their prayers, and other parts of the fame wor- 
fliip which is performedt to them in their temples. They arc 
ftyled by their votaries their houfhold deities, and are to be 
found among thepooreft, as well as among the rkhefi;, and are 

r Le CoMfTE, part 2. let.2. ic Dv Halos., ubi f«p. 653, & feq. 
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ofcen treated in the fame contemptuous and vindidlive manner 
as the Portuguefe are faid to ufe lome of their fatourite faints .* 
Their cka- that is, after having prayed to them a good while, and with 
Jiifement fome importunity, if they do not anfwer their petitions, they 
nuhen they upbraid them for their negle^b and ingratitude, and then 
h”er T' ebattife them. This laft is commonly done by 

tra*’ battonading, dragging them along the ftreets through dirt and 
.juJre, dunghils, 'be.; which done, they throw them by, as 
ufelcfs, into fome obfeure corner of their houfes; but, if they 
happen to obtain the efFeft of their prayers, they then fetch 
the poor idol out with great ceremony and refpeft, reftore him 
to his place, with a promife to have him new painted or gilt. 
They then fall down and adore him; confefs that they have 
been as much too hafty towards him as he hath been remifs 
and negligent towards them; beg of him to forget and forgive 
what is paft, which cannot now be recalled; and that he will 
be more diligent and kind to them, and they will be more 
careful of their duty, and more lavilh of their incenfe and 
perfumes to him 

dN unwary reader might be naturally inclined to believe thefe 
to be fables, invented merely to expofe fome of the like kind 
ol fuperftidons praftifed in a neighbouring church, were they 
not conveyed to us bj’ fome of her moft eminent miflionaries ; 
one of which tells us a long, and ftill more furpriiing, ftory, 
which happened at Nan-king during his flay there; the fub- 
One of fiance of which is ; That a man, who had loft his only daugh- 
thfts futd ter,' notwithftanding his moft ferveift prayers, facrifices, oflfer- 
hy hi ings, be. to this god, and the promifes of the bonze that Ihe 
i would recover, refolved to fue the idol before a magiftrate, 
either as a fuithlefs or impotent, and therefore an unwortliy 
or inlignificant deity. The caufe was dragged from one tri¬ 
bunal to another; and the judges, bribed by the bonzes, ftill 
advifed him to drop his profecution ; whilft the prieft endea¬ 
voured to perfuade him, that, if he did, the god would make 
him ample amends for the lofs of his child. The man, whe¬ 
ther through grief or refentment, proved deaf to both ; and, 
nn I con- fevcral hearings, carried his point. The idol was con- 

iemued. demned to perpetual banifhment, as ufelefs to the nation; the 
temple to be dcmoliflied ; and the bonzes tliat, attended it to 
be levei cly chaftifed, tho’ not degraded from officiating at fome 
other pagod “. Thefe ftories are not indeed fo confouant with 
what thefe authors elfewhere tell us of the Chine/e learning and 
politenefs, and would induce one to believe them to be told 

* Le Comvte & Du Hai.de, ubi fop. Vid. & Martin. Ca- 
RiRi, NiEwiioFF, & al. * LeComfte, ubifup. part 2. let. z. 
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by thofe reverend authcM-s with a defign to palliate die fuper- 
ftitions of their own church, by exaggerating thofe of the Chi¬ 
ne/e : but, whether fo cn* not, it is allowed on all hands, that 
thefe extravagancies are defpifed and condemned by the wifer 
fort, and efpecially by the fe6t of the literati^ of whofe rife 
and tenets we (hall now give a ftiort account, i)efove we dif- 
mifs this article. 

This fe£i:, which Is a very modern one in comparifon of the ThefeB of 
reft, may be faid to have fprung up from the dregs of thofe literati 
two laft fpoken of, Lau~kymi and Fo ; by both which the whole 
country had been for a long feries of ages immerfed in all'^^*”-^* 
kinds of magical witcheries, fuperftitioiis idolati ies, and the 
moft univerfal depravity of manners ; all which,’ togetlier with 
the frequent wars and devaftations which naturally flowed From 
fo.general a corruption, had driven the antient religion and 
learning in fome meafure out of the empire. There w’ece but a 
fmall number of Co/^a'ttr’sdifciples left to keep it up, and thefe 
had neither credit nor courage enough to awaken the reft out of 
their lethargy. At length there ftarted up a fmall number, 
about the years of Chrift 1070 and 1200, w'ho, by rfheir 
writings and example, effeiftually ftirred up manyof the w'ifer 
fort to the love of learning; fo that it begah to flourlfli again 
by degrees, infomuch that, Jnno 1400, Tong-h, the then Supported 
reigning emperor, and a great encourager of it, made choice h 
of eighty-two of the moft learned doftors of the empire 
compile a fyftem, or body, of dodtrines, agreeable to the fen- 
timents of the antient writers, which might ferve as a pattern 
or direflory forthe learned hereafter. The emperor’s autho¬ 
rity, and the reputation of thofe doffors ; their concife and 
polite ftyle, together with their high boafts of undcrftandiug 
the antient writings; foon gave a reputation, and gained a 
great number of difciples, to their fentiments. 

But thefe doftors, inftead of reforming the corruptions 
and errors of the Chinefe religion, according to the antient ”tts a kind 
books, and particularly to the writings of Confucius, rather ’’f^itheifmi 
ftrove, by forced interpretations, and falfe glofles, to diftort 
their fenfe, agreeably to their own prejudices, and intro¬ 
duced a new kind of concealed atbeifm, and licentious free¬ 
dom from the worftup of God, at the fame time that they 
fpake of hinr in the fame magnificent expreflions which the an- 
tients had done. They acknowleged him to be the moft pure 
and perfeft ellence, fountain and origin of all beings; but 
reprefented him, at the fame time, as nothing differing from 
nature, that is, from that power, energy, or natural virtue, 
which produced, and ftill keeps all things in the fame con- 
ftant order. They farther explained themfclvcs to mean by 
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it a kind of inf^bfe ^ tfie wor^, whidi, thfjr; 
tend, p^trates tbrouj^aiaUer, a^, on iti prodfi^es 
efi^s and operatipos. ^ f^e: fo that, though they fp^ ol 
God in the kme manner as the antients did, yet twy nrcriiw 
to this kind of natural power an energy, and aU theperfeflions, 
yif readily >yhich thofc attributed to the Godhead. Thcfc notions were, 
mbraced. however, rpa^y fwajlowed on all fidep ; one fort, and that 
by far the mpic numerous, admired thpm, because they tended 
to deftroy all kinds of religion ; and another liked them, he- 
caufe that little of religion they contained would coA them 
no pains or trouble to pradlife. Thus was this new feft of 
Perfieutes literati, or learned, formed and propagated; and, bdng fup- 
the other ported by the imperial authority, took fuch firm root ax the 
/ea, rourt, tliat they began to perfecutp all other fcfts with great 
violence, and with a rpfolution of exterminating them, thro* 
the whole empire. They found, howper, many obAaclM 
to their defign: for as, pn the qne hand, there was Ail! n 
powerful body of* learned men who proteAed agmnA this upr 
Aart doflrine, and appealed to the true meaning of the an- 
rient books againA it; fo, on the other, the bttlk oi the peo¬ 
ple were too Arcmgly biafled }n favour of their idolatrous 
fnperhitions, to have fulfered their temples, altars, drc. to be 
demoliAied, without making fome Arong and dangerous oppo- 
Ation againA it; fo that they were forced to content themfelveS' 
with a bare condemning all other feffs as heretical (whic^ 
they Aill continue to do, it Teems, every year at withe 

out taking any other meafures to fupprefs them 
*rhe Ute^ Bt) T though this feft is become fo powerful at court, and 
rati as fu- in fuch high eAeem among the men of letters, courtiers, and 
perftithas great men, yet they do not care much to be thought to hold 
AS Other thofe atheiAical notions which they are charged with by the 

ftdis. reA; and, to clear themfelves from it as much as poffible^ 

(their «<- jjayg clogged their fyAems with fuch fubtile glofles, HiAln- 
i^om-s abArufe and unintelligible terms, that it is hard 

whether they themfelves really underAood them, or 
eionof could make clear fenfe of them ; at leaA, frem 

atbei/m. extraft which Du Halde hath given us of it% for which 
reafon we Aiall fay no more of it here. 

Father Lc Comptc tells us, that even the emperor Kemg^kif 
who was at the head of that fefli and thorou^ly vofod ii| 
that fort of learning, told Father Verhi^, his madhanatician, 
one day, tliat if they (the ChriAians) would call God by the 
fame name that the Qhincfe did, the latter would be lefs 
averfe to thdr ndigion* 'Ifq whlph the good father replied 

1 ? Ls CoMf TS, abi flip, part a. letter a, « Ubifop. p. 658. 
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to l 3 iis cSeA* j Tent majejiy d^h indeJi filbw the otd doifrim Apropofml 
China, ^hlbchthefe new dolors hoM for/ahn s Jhould we 
therefore meite life f their terms^ isumM it net be thought thad verbieft. 
we believe as they do? but if your mapejiy will, by a j^rocla^ 
matioiit fublkly declare, that the word Cham-ti (or rather 
Shang‘ti) Jignifiej the fame in effect that the Cbriftians mder-- 
fiord by Tyen-tchu (I), we are ready to mcAeufaof the one as 
Coon as of the other. The emperor, our author adds, liked the 
father’s anfwer; but, for reafbns of ftate, declined comply¬ 
ing with if*. However, we learn fince, that feme of the new Theemfe^ 
millionaries have gone fo far as to tell thofe doflors, that there ror's ex~ 
was no other way to wipe o^ the afperfion of athdfm from planetary 
their feft, than by the emperor’s explaining the words Tyen 
and Shang-ti ; and declaring, that he meant by them not the 
material heaven, or a blind material celeftial virtue, but the 


fupreffle Lord of heaven.; which if he once confented to do, 
the imputation of atheifm would ceafe of courfe, as his ma- 
jefty was the propereft perfon, as high-prieft, l^iflator, ma* 
Xler of the empire, and head of the 1^, to fix the true mean¬ 
ing and import of thofe words. They therefore refolved to 
confult that prince 1700; but in fuch a manner,•that 
he fliould not perceive the drift of their application to him 
for. this explication: and obtained an edifb according to their 
defire, which was foon after publilhed in all parts- of the 
empire, the purport of yrhich tlie reader may fee in the mar- 
gin' (K). 

Thus 


^ State of China, part 2. letter 2. • Du Halde, ubi 

fap. p. 660. 

m fignifies heaven, and Lord and Ruler of it, until 
Tyen tebu the Lord of heaven, they could obtain a declara- 
whkh is the name by which the tion from the throne, that both 
Chriftian miffionaries chofc to terms were equivalent, and fig- 
exprefs the Godhead, in oppo- nified the fupreme Almighty 
fition to the literati, who call Creator of all. 
him Cham ti, or, more properly, (K) This decree, which hath 
Shang‘ti, fovereign emperor; been fince preferred in their 
though, by their explications, archives, imports, That it 
they feem to mean no more than was not to the vifible and 

heaven,,nature, or the blind ce- material heaven that facri- 

leftiU virtue Which produces and fices were offered, but only 

afts upon all tljings (50); fo to the Lord andMafter of 

that the miffionaries were cer- the heavens, earth, and of 

tainly ri^t to diftinguilh be- all things: and dxat, for the 

tween that and the fupreme fame reafon, the t^ablet, be- 

isaj Cvf* Du U Omftt, CmfUt, & al, 
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Tflirf much .we 
new tlia^e fed, aad 


da. h &Li:. 
^i^dples; hut "wheda^r or' ha 


*' fyre wldelk fach 
** were offered, t^eip dik in- 
« fcription. To Aat 

** is to fey, T« the fapreme 
“ Lord:. that is k from a (kep 
“ fence of refpeft to ^at fa- 
** preme Being, that none of 
** t^em prefurocs to call him by 
** his proper name; and that 
“ they chafe to invoke him by 
•* ihofe of fapreme heaven. 
** bountiful heaven, nniverfal 
“ heaven, in die feme rcfpeft- 
** fisl manner as when fpealcing 
'* of the emperor, they call him 
** n6t by his own name,bat fey, 
** ?/* ^ throne t the fu^- 

•* frme court of Ins pedaee^ and 
'* fuchdike: and, laftly, that 
** tholl names, tho" expreffed 
** in different terms, are never* 
“ thclefs the feme with refpeft 
** to their import and fignifica* 
** -tion.” The emperor, upon 
another occahon, in which he 
wu fpeaking in public, affirms, 
that the learned Chine/e fay, 
like him, that tbefrindple of all 
things is called Tyen, hewent in 
mu essaked andfyptrathfe in 

the fame manner that the emperor 
is called Chau-ting, from the 
name of his palace^ nubicb is the 
place ‘where the imperial majefy 
Jhittes nsiith the greatef Junior 

is*). 

The feme author ferther afe 
fumas (53), that that mon¬ 
arch, not content with having 
publifeed the abovefeid edift in 
the moil authentic manner, got 
it moreover confirmed, and fubr 
feribed to, by a great number 
the moft eminent mandarins, 
do^Elors, and other n^bera of 


the fed, with their prefident a^ ., 
their head; ail of whom ap- 
pearal ferprifed to hear that 
they had been fufpefled by the 
learned of Eur^e of having 
honoured a lifelefe and inani- 
mated being as the material 
heaven; and univerfally ac* 
knowlege, that they underftood 
by Tyen and Shang-tit and as 
fuch worfliipped and invoked, 
the fupresne Lord of hea'ven^ prin~ 
«fi/f of all things, the difpenfer of 
all good, •vohoje all-knowing and 
all feting providence gives us all 
things. This one would think 
fttfficient to dear . the literati 
from the fufpicion of atheifm 1 
but yet there were many of the 
miffionarics who ffill fufpeded 
the imperial declaration, as well 
as that of the literati above- 
mentioned to have been the ef- 
fed, the one of politenefs, and 
the other of complaifance, efpe- 
cially as both are conceived in 
fuch ambiguous and equivocal 
terms as no atheift would refafe 
to fubferibe to. Nor need we 
indeed greatly to wonder that 
^hefe good fatners, whoare.fuc^ 
adepts in the art of equivo^- 
tion, ihould ferpefl thofe literttt 
of the like prevarication. 

However, if we may judge 
by dieir praflice, and that be 
not likewife mifreprefented, we 
fhall have but too much reafen 
to join in the fufpicion; and 
though we may in.charity be* 
lieve that feme q£ the wifer 
and better fort may ffill adhere 
to the undent doArine, and 
really acknowlege a fupitme 
Being* end his divine provi- 
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be reaU^.fote as pretM« 

tlikt doth iMt !hmd(^’ tteoi ^om de^&g ia all the nmgi^ aad ' 
diabolical fu^^ons of tihat of Lau-kym : for aU the CHneJk 
in genera^ ta whatever or condition^ are ex,tremi^y 

fond of aE Tuch kinds of wit^e^; and even their greate^. 
men willpraftifc a great variety of them in private, tho’ they, 
are obliged to condemn them in fjublic. They are likcwiff- 
all very fond pf the nodbn of all forts of fortune-tellers, 
invoking and dealing with good and bad fpirits, of appaii- • 
tions, cxorcifms, incantations, and all,the whole tribe of for- 
cery and fortilegious tralh ^; neither the philofophy of their 
great Confucius» and oth» learned men, nor the new re%^ 
atheifm of their li,terati, nor their pretended fuperiority ^ 
reafon and knowlcge above all other nations, having hitherto 
been able to root thofe abfurd notions out of their minds. 


Some of their lefts likewife pay a kind of worftiip to the fun, 
moon, liars, planets, to mountains, rivers, drr.; and Ba^oRi^aidtotit 
if not alt of them, to the fouls of their anceftors, to whomy3<», &c. 
they rearllatues, altars, chapels, and even temples, according Ti, th 
to their rank and faculties : and the notion that is propagq^ed fauh ofih* 
amongll them, that thofe fouls are lllUprefent, and take par- dead\ 
ticular notice of the aftions of the living, generally proves as to thofe of 
great a determent from vice, and fpur to virtuous aftions, as eminent 
the ihany volumes of morality of their philofophers can be. 

The lame fort of worlhip, but in a higher degree, they pay to 
their deceafed monarchs, great philofophers, and other emi¬ 
nent perfons, who have done any fignal fervices to their coun¬ 
try, to all of whom they build temples, altars, triumphal arches, 
tSre. And as this lall kind is the worlhip paid to Confucius^ 
and to fome of their bell monarchs and great men, and llyled 
by the philofophlc and learned fefts a civil one, fo was it 


^ Martini; Couplet, Le Compte, Du Halde, & al. 
fup. dtat. 


dence, which, we are told. Fa¬ 
ther Tamre proved againll an 
alTembly of 300 literati, from 
the audiority of their canonical 
books, and without the leaft 
oppofititm fmm ,lny of them^; 
yet the far greater part do, in 
their hearts, diibelieve it, what¬ 
ever dectaretions to the con¬ 
trary they may fubferibe to, 
merdy to avoid the odium of 
•theiimii ^ of b^jng thought 


enemies to all religion : fortius 
laft clafs is known to be as, 
much addicted to all the ex¬ 
travagancies, and ridiculous no¬ 
tions, of demons, magic, witch¬ 
craft, and other luperllitions, as 
the profefled difciples of the 
other two fefls, and pra^ife 
them as much jn private as they 
pretend to condemn them in 
publit. 


complied 





cQm|)Ued with hy and permitted totheir 

profelytes; under that ac^on» th^'highly coiidenmed aod com¬ 
plained againA by thde of thp Qsminican, frandfcam, and other 
orders, as idolatrous^ and a fqmdal to the ChriAhm ndigion. 
Whence ^rofe tlmie &tal ^cords between, them, appends to 


and other £^ds, which ended in the almoft total exci- 
{km of Chrifttanlty in this empire, as we fliallfee at the clofe 
of this chapter. And thus much may fuMce for the religion 
and fefts ot the Chinefs, 

7 be Mo- We have already taken notice of l\hhemnudanifm intro- 
haoiirod- (feeing likewife mto the empire, thro’ fome of the n(Mth- 
an weAem provinces borderii^ upon Twrtary* Tins feA hath 
wtr 9 diiced. thro* moft provinces of China i and hath been to¬ 

lerated by the reft, without any great difturbance, on account 
of their peaceable behavionr, they never entering into difputcs 
with others; but quietly enjoying their liberty, without ftu- 


dylng to propagate thdr do<ftrine, even by intermarriages out 
lAakes hut kindred. They are indeed neither confiderabla 

a fatal! enough for their number or wealth, to harbour any fuch views, 

f^e. there being reckoned no more than about 5000 or dooo fa¬ 

milies of them, and thofe difperfed thro’ the whole empire, 
and, for the generality, of the lower rank, as hulbandmen, 
ardficers, isc, Beftdes, we are told, that in thofe places 
where they are moft numerous, and make the beft figure, as 
in fome territories beyond the Whang-ho, where they have 
been fettled during feveral generations, in fome of the towns 
along the canal, and have very high mofks built after a different 
manner ftom the Chinee t^c, they have been ftUl looked 
Often in- Upon as of foreign extraff, and have been frequently infulted 
faked. by the Chinefe people. Even a few years ago, in the city of 
Hang-chew^ in the province of Hu~quang, the populace, upon 
fome diflike uken at the indiferete behaviour of fome of them, • 
made no fcruple to deftroy thdr fine mofks, notwithftanding 
all the endeavours of the magtftracy to prevent it *. 


It is not eafy to guefs, from the CUmfa accounts, when 
Mohammedfm was firft introduced into Chinat fome placing it 
no earlier than the be^nning of the fixu^nth dynafty, and 
^he empe- Others carrying it as far back as the thirteenth. Howev^^ ' 
ror not a from the fmaU encouragement they have had, and ftift meet 
Moham- with, as well as from what we have lately obfervpd of the em- 
medan. peror’sa-eligion, upon more occafions than one, it is plain, 
that thole monarchs are not of that religion, as hath been 


affirmed by Mr. CpUur ; nor own any of Mohammed's doc¬ 
trines, except that of worihipping one fnpreme Being; oil. 
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fWch accoont only, ixjth tlwy* t|nd M of tlw 
Ijavc thought fit'to tdiprat^ thim ^ 

'W^Er^SK ChciftUtHty was ptauMti ia dus empire ifeOijtf/an- 
<wly the times of the apofilpi, liath been a matted of coh- sty whm 
erpverfy among the learned. That St, Timnas carried i^tflesaeJU 
gofpel into Ktbu^a^ Perju^, and fever^ othw parts of Ir^a^ 
we have fticwn in a formor pat of thb work *: but that he Whftitr 
proceeded fo far as China, wc have no other proof for, than h 
an antient breviary, written in the tongue; Thomas* 

in fome the lellons and anthems of which, mention is mado 
of that apoftic’s planting Chrjftianity in Sthiopia, Perfia, 
and China, To confirm which, another proof is fetched 
from the fecond part of the fynodical conftitutions (ch. 19.J, 
wherein nmntion is made ot Chinefe metropolitans. Other 
proofs, drawn from fome antient crolfts and monuments of 
ilill more doubtful authority, we omit, all of U’hich the op- 
polite fide think fufficiehtly confuted by one avowed fiift ; 
viz that the firfi mil^onaries, who fet foot in China about the 
middle qf the fifteenth cratury, found not the leaft footfteps 
pf it in any part of the empire, * 

But that this is no conclufiveargument agalnli: its having 
formerly planted and propagated in fome provinces of 
jit, is-plain from that antient and venerable monument which 
was dug up near the city of Si-ngan-fH, in the province of 
Shen-Ji, of which we have given an account in the laft 
fcftion ;-by wWch it appears to have been brought into this Introduefi 
empire A, C 782 or 783 ; to have been readily received by the An. 782. 
tlicn reigiung monarch Lyen-tfong, or rather T!‘(ty*tfong, and 
jiighly encouraged during th? reigns of feveral of his fne- 
{wfibts, under >^ofe aufpices they freely propagated the go- Its great 
fpd, built a good number of churches, monafteries, ho^ipi-progrefs, 
cds, maugre all the oppofitton of the bonzaic feff. And 
fhough it is nqt eafy to know from the CUneJe records, which 
fiddom meddle with any events but thofe which concern the 
(piyil government, when, or by what means, it was afterwards 
^pprefied, fo'as to havo left no traces behind; yet it is com- fatalfuf* 
IQonly believed to have happened about the year 845, in which prej/ion. 
they mention an edift of the emperor Vu-tfong, given in the 
fifth year of his reign, and condemning, among other bonzas, 
thofe of Ta'tjiug, or Judea (and fuppofed to be the Chriftian 
priefts), in number 3090, to return to a fccular life ^ Such 

^ Li CoMVTs, ubi fiip. See alfo Du Haldx, & al. ^ Ant. 
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aa.juidbaitlc teAtoday, tfacirdfbte, pdts it beyond all 4oiibt 
that ChrUlianity was preached^ and i^d made a coaiidemHi: 
pnogreiis, in fihkt fpacd, '^whate^ be the caufe of its having, 
beoi fmoe fo throng^y abdUhied and obliterated at the time 
of the Roman mi^narks arrival thither 
fheJe/Mts Ik this ftate of fuperilidon and grofs idolatry it had conti- 
/rji at- iHjcd above feven centuries j during which, fevere laws were 
umpt to endiled againil; all foreigners entering into any part of the em- 
tepfant found means to land in it undifcovei'cd, 

with a deiign to replant Chriftianity there; but died fooh 
after, in a little ifland we have fpoken of in the firft feftion 
Above thirty years dapfed before any other of that fociety 
ventured to come thither : but thofc who were fettled at the 
eity of Ma-kaUt or Macao, lately ddcribed, were all thiat time 
contriving the moft proper means to gain a fafe entrance into 
ndr po- order to which, leveral of them were perfefting them- 

feives itt the Chine/e tongue; and Father Vnlignav, the then 
faperim’-general of the million, was procuring a great number 
olBuropean curiolities, fuch as watches, clocks, maps, quadrants, 
globes, and all forts of mathematical inflraments, and a mul¬ 
titude of otha* valuable things, as .the moft powerful intro¬ 
ducers of his brethren to the greedy mandarins and grandees, 
and the moft likely means to recommend them to the imperial 
court. They met accordingly with a very kind reception, 
father encouragement from the viceroys and grandees; but were 

Ricci geti fternly repulfed. At length, after divers at- 

into fa- tempts, Father Ricci found means to recommend himfelf to 

•vour at the court of Pe-king, and became a great favourite of the 

court. emperor (L), and was permitted to fettle at that mctropdlis • 

where 


Vid. Kerchek ChinaIllaltrat. LsCuMrTE, ubifup. La 
Martiniere, Du Haldr^ &;al. See before, p. 88, (R). 


(L) Though we.are obliged 
to abridge the account of this 
celebrated milHonary, the read- 
muft not thence fuppofe his 
{uccefs to have been fo quick as 
we relate it; on the contrary, 
we are told, that he fpent twenty 
years, from his firft attempt to 
fettle at Peking, to his obtaining 
leave to do it; during which he 
met with the moft mortifying 
difcouragenients and repulfes 
from the rapacious and jealous 
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viceroys and mandarins, who, 
being appriCed of the valuable 
curiofities he had broug^ widi 
him, were all greedily gaping 
for a {hare of them. He was 
likewife imprifoned, and met 
with many other' obftacles and 
difficulties ; but his prefehts at 
length overcame them all^ and 
procured him the fettlemeitt he 
had fo long endeavoured after. 

The prefents he made to the 
emperor, in particular, were, a 

fine 



C. f fh0l^ry'4f ^SslmA, 

where he a^d hiseompanioos todc a handfooie hou(e, nha^ k 
pcnflon fettled upon them; and were allowed the libe^ cf 
one of the courts of the palace, mto which none but die offi¬ 
cers of it were allowed to euter. Here he focm gaiiud au ex¬ 
traordinary reputation, on account of his great ikHl in the 
mathematics, and the rich prefents he made to the emperor, 
and his court; infomuch that his houfe became the receptacle 
of all the grandees and learned men, and particularly of the 
principal Kolau^ or firft officer of the empire, who gave him, 
on all occailons, the greateft marks of his efleem. 

RICCI, thus firmly fettl^ in the favour and efteem of the Frefa* 
wnperor and his court, began then in good eameft to propa- gatesCkri- 
gate the Chrifiian religion in that capital; and (if we 
depend upon the relations given us of it by thofe erf his 
fociety) with incredible fuccefs and reputation; and, among-^^^^* . 
other judicious precautions, ordained, that no converts fhould 
be admitted to baptifm till they had made a public and folemn 
proteftation, exprefling their abhorrence of their paft lives, 
and the fincerity with which they embraced the gofpel; and 
this they were obliged to comply with, to prevent all doubt¬ 
ing about their fincerity, and real fentiments. The reader The zeal 
may fee the form of it in the author often quoted o, from that ej the »«• 
which was made by a celebrated mandarin, named Li, which converts, 
was deligned as a model to all the refl:, and which runs in 
the moft pious and fincereft ftrain *, and concludes with a 
prayer to God, that he would enable him not only to live up 
to the rules of his holy gofpel, but to fit and permit him to 
preach the fame faith to others, and with die fame fervent 
zeal as he had embraced it. 

L /’s example was foon followed by a multitude of other 
grandees, mandarins, and literati, and by much greater num¬ 
bers of people of both fexes and inferior ranks, who all be¬ 
came not only zealous profelTors of the Chriftian faith, but 
great promoters, and advocates for it. They Hkewife proved 
fuch liberal contributors towards the building of churches- 
and oratories, that, we are told, tliere were built in the 
finglc province of Kyavg'iicm no lefs than ninety of the for- 

^ ® Du Halde, vol. ii. p. 7. 

• 

fine piflure of our Saviour, and to an honourable place in the 
another of the Virgin Mart, and imperial palace; and a fine 
a clock of extraordinary work- tower was built for a repolitory 
manlhip; the former of which, of the latter (1}. 
we are told, were conveyed in- 

{f) ViJt Marti n, Magail'a i‘, Lt C mpte, Du Halde, ah mult, 

jner, 
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tiMr, dnd forty>fiv)e of the latter. They wa6 nd ms «arefttt 
to tranflate fome of the ChriHiaQ commeats on the go^pd, 
tx^ther with other religious books, fueh as the livds of thd 
Candida'i f^ta, and others of the like nature; all which ode fingle 
griof liht- lady, a zealous convert, cauied to be printed at her owh 
t^ty. charges, and be difp^led abroad aunoog the unconverted 

EonsMrtd of all ranks (M). For thefe great adlsof |»etyand liberalit;^ 

Iff the Alt was fo highly refpcdted at court, that die emperor him^ 

feror, {jjf honoured her with ^eral rich prefcnts, and With the 

title of Sho’ijn, or virtuous womaui This raifed a noble 
emulation in other great ladies ci quality to imitate her ex¬ 
ample; who, by their zeal and pie^, brought their hufbanda 
to become not only profelytes to, but ‘great fupporters of, 
the ChrUlian caufe; iufomuch that the churches multiplied in 
every province of the empire, notwithAanding the Arenuous 
opp^ition of the bonzas, who left no Aone unturned to Jure- 

(M) This excellent lady, who ble polls there); after whith, 
Was at her baptifm named Gzn- (he invited fome of the mifiion- 
dida, was the daughter of S^u, aries to come and take care of 
one df the moil celebrated lite- them, 
rati, and one of the earlicft and Her charity extended to ih# 
aioA aealous converts that Fa- poor infants and children,whom. 
ther Ricci had made. His daugh* the poverty oftheirparentsforced. 
ter, being alfo become a fincere to expofe to the wide world jL, 
Chriftian, was married at the for thefe ihe ereAed an holpi^' 
of fixteen ; and, by her tal, which was jprefehtly afmr 
wifdom and piety, converted fo filled with theie objeAs, that, 
her hulband, who left her a notwithllanding the care of the 
widow at thirty. Froiu^tius nurfes, and thofe about them, 
time ihe fpent the remainder of 200 of them died commnihus 
her life in the fervice of reli- anttis. The very low^ dregs 
gion, and the education of eight of people,, the old and lame, 
children ihe had had by him ; or pretended fo, who went about 
and, though (he provided hand- the ftreets cheating people out 
fomdy for them all, y^, by her of their money, under pretence 
goodoeconomy.Aiefaved enough of telling them thei^ rortniies, 
of her fortune, not only to de- ihe caufed to be taken up, in¬ 
fray the charges of printing fo ftruAed, baptized, and provided 
great a number of books, hut for. She lived forty-thiee years 
iikewife to build fome churches in widowhood, and in all fuch 
in the provinces of Kyrng-fi^ Hu- kinds of charities'; and died, as 
and (into the laft ihe had lived, an'eminent and 

of which (hefollowed Yitrfor\Ba- exemplary Chriftian (2). 

JiihUf who held fome confidera- 

(z) Du Valdtf vol, iit p, 8, 


VlUt 
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vent the ijprc^diog of a new reltgloo, which was (b eontr^ 
to their palSons and intereft (N). 

This 

(N) There is Scarcely any in proportion to their oppofitioa 
room to fappofe that tbeib per> agaioft him. 
feaitions are much exaggerated Afte^ the dea^h of Father 
by the miffionaries, when we kic(h hisSeollegue Jdam School 
coniider the infamous charadter was. no fooner chofen preceptor 
of the whole bonzaic tribe; tho’ to the young emperor Kaag hi, 
there is great reafon to believe jdian a petition was preiented to 
they have the many miraculous the regents, by one of the lite- 
inftances in which the divine rati, mil of the bittereft invec* 
Providence is faid to j|jave in- tives againft him, and three 
terpofed in favour of the per- others of his fociety j and a 
fecuted. The reader will readily moil dreadful perfecution was 
judge of it by thefe two that raifed againft them. They were 
follow, and which we have lin- all clapt into gaol, loaded with 
gled out of a great variety of chains, and very feverely ufed 
others which lie fcattered among Anno 1664; and, in the next 
their other accounts, as fo many year,Chriflianity was proferibed, 
authentic attellations of God's as falfe and pernicious, and Fa- 
feednding their endeavoucs, and ther Adam condemned to'* be 
caufing all the malicious devices ftrangled. But, that being 
of their enemies to fall upon thought too honourable a death, 
their own heads. they exchanged it for a more 

The bonzas having endea- infamous and cruel one; which 
▼dared to fiop the progrefs of was, that he ihould be brought 
Father Ricci's converilons, by out, and expofed in a public 
difperfing a fcandalous lampoon place, and, whilft alive, be cut 
about the court, -in which they into ten thoufand pieces. The 
accufed the emperor of having fentence was fent to the princes 
tpoftatized from his old reli- of the blood, and regent man- 

E ion, and ^ng become a pro* darins, for their confirmation, 
;lyte and pramoter of this new when God was plea'-ed to inter- 
one, which they fcrupled not pofe in a fignal manner; for, 
to paint in the mod odious co- every time they attempted to 
lours, as well as its preachers ; read it, a fudden earthquake 
the refult of their wife fcheme fhook the hall with fuch vehe- 
was, that they were all appre- mence, that they all ran out of 
bended, and punifhed in the it, to prevent being crulhed un- 
fevereft and mod mortifying der its ruins. We are not told 
manner; and that the princip» how often this was repeated; 
among them, tha' a man highly but only, that it tlirew the people 
refpeded at ceutt, and reve- into the greateft condernacion, 
renced as a prophet by the peo- and made them believe it occa* 

5 1e, was condemned to fuch a iioned by the uujull fenteiice 
readful badonado, that he ex- againd Father Adam. But, adds 
pired under it; whiHl Father our author (3), the earthquake, 
Ricci had the pleafure to fee which was renewed more vio- 
his credit and fuccefs increafe, Icnily than ever, and a fire 

whiCh 

Du Boldtf uUfu^. p. I?, 1*1- 
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This is tftc ftctoiint givea'by thbfe’ jjtiif&ot^es thetr 
firA planting the gofpel in this great eihpire; and though we 
may reafon^ly enough iuppofe, tlmt they have fet it put to 
the greateft advants^e, yet^ all Aiihgs impartially conitderedi 


Which confuAed njp/l part of 
the palace, with feveral dther 
concomitant prodigies, opened 
the eyes of the unjuft judges, 
and convinced them that he^ 
ven intferefted itfelf in favour of 
the prifoners, who were imme¬ 
diately fet at liberty ; and Fa¬ 
ther Adam permitted to return 
tojiis place, till the young em- 
^ror ordered it otherwife (3). 
Thefe two inftances may ferve 
as famples of the reft, which 
eredat quicunque mult ; 4 nly one 
cannot forbear wondering that 
Providence Ihould difplay ittelf 
in fuch fignal manner in favour 
of thefe preachers of Chrifti- 
anity; and yet fufter them to 
fall fo foon after into fuch vio¬ 
lent and unchriftian divifions, as 
proved the main caufe of its 
uher exdrpation out of the em* 
pire. 

However, thofe good fathers 
did not fo far truft to theie mi¬ 
racles, as to omit other means 
to recommend themfelves, and 
their religion, to the Chinefe na¬ 
tion : ana we mull not omit one 
ftgnal advantage which they 
gained over the Donza$,by means 
of feme quinquina f Or jefuits- 

! )Owder, then altogether un-^ 
fnown in China, and bi|||y|g 
thither from France by 
Feuntau^, one of their foc^P. 
The emperor had languiined 
. fome time under a tertian a^ue, 
which was very unekfy to mm ; 
and, upon the proclamation be¬ 
ing made at Pe kina, according 
to cuftom, that thofe, knew 


any efteftual remedy againft that 
diftemper, ihould come and de¬ 
clare it at court, one of the 
bonzas came, and p^ended to 
cute, as is ufual in fuch cafes, 
^feme perfons, afHided with the 
fame difeafe, by a glafs of wa¬ 
ter, over which be had repeated 
fome words, and performed 
fome magical ceremonies. The 
medicine not fucceedii^, two 
eminent Jefuits ptopoied the 
trying of the quinquina ; which 
effeflually performed the cure. 
Father Fountenay,, when inEng^ 
/<?Winthe year 1703, told the 
Royal Society one circumftance 
which Du Halde hath omitted ; 
mix. that they pr^ared three 
dofes of it, one of which the 
emperor was to chufe for him- 
fell; and they to drink the other 
two before Im face, to prevent 
all fufpicion of poifon. The 
emperor, by that means, was 
eafily perfuaded to take it, and 
was perfedUy cured by the firft 
dofe ; and in gratitude to them, 
for having, as he expreifed it,, 
faved his life, aiQgned them a 
noble* apartment in the Whangs 
thing, or iirft court of bis palace, 
cauied it to be fitted up for them i 
and, being informed by them, 
that it was not ufual for Jefuits 
tp houfies without a church, 

gran^ them a large adjacent, 
field, on whiclji they built a 
ftetely one, which was finifli- 
ed, and opened with great ce¬ 
remony on the 9th of December 
lyoz (4j. 


(3 } D‘t Haliie, uh'f fiifira, p. *5, fef, (4) Hid, p. 2 a, Q feg. Pid. 
.tuiii teifivt, V6t. Vii. /. 222, fif jej. 

there 




thiire can no doubt be entertained of its having made a Very 
twift as well as confid^ble progrefs throng moft of Its pro¬ 
vinces ; and which might, in all probability, have proved much Divijons 
greater, and niore lafting, had not the unhappy divifio^s, which 
b^an to ,reign among the feveral'^sdfij^s of thofe mimonaries,' Chrifiiant 
and the perfecutions whicli the JefwtT^'^cd againll cardinal'^®^." 
Toumofit and other fcllow-labourea, fortoo freely cenfuring^® * 5 ' 
thdr ftiameful compliance, and ^at of their profelytps, to 
fpme pagan rites (O), put a Hop ifb it. 

y After 


(O) We lately mentioned a Jide\ and the dillinflion be- 
kind of worlhip which the Chi^ tween religious and political or 
mfe to the fouls of their civil worihip expofed as a mere 
ancellors, of Tome of their great fubterfuge, to palliate a com- 
monarchs and eminent men, and pliance which they judged high- 
efpecially to thuir great philo- ly injurious and fcandaloas to 
fopher and lawgiver Cmfumis\ Chriltlanity, 
which worfliip, however, we are The truth is, tKefe complaints 
told, is ftyled by the philofo- were made by ether rniiTionaries 
phers and literati, who are ob- of the Dominicaitf Franci/carii or 
liged to comply witli it, a mere fome other order, none of whom 
civil worihip, in order to avoid ever loved that of the Jefuits; 
the charge of idolatry. The and were, in all likelihood, 
Jefuits readily took hold of this joined with them in the miiTion, 
diilin£lion (if they were not by the political court of RomCf 
really the authors of it) ; be- to be a check upon that fubtle 
caufe, as they alleged to the and infinuating fociety. Upon 
pope, that paid to the great men which account their charge may- 
above-mentioned, being eftai be reafonably enough fuppofed 
bliihed by the law, could not to have been in fome meafure 
be difpenled with without mani- aggravated, and profecuted with 
feh danger to Chriilianity ; and too great animouty. However, 
that paid to the fouls of their the Jefuits, to dilculpate them- 
ancellors was fo vieeply rooted felves, procured, by their great 
in the Cbinefe nation, rhat few, intereft at court, an explanation 
if any, would have cared to of thefe Cbinefe ceremonies to 
become Chriftians, if that had be drawn up by two learned 
deprived them of the liberty of mandarins, and to be approved 
performing what they efteemed and confirmed by the emperor, 
lb elTential and delightful a part to the following effe£l (5): 
of filial duty; upon which ac- ** When the Cbinefe honour 
count they thought it very expe- “ Confudm, they do it to fliew . 
dient to indulge them in it. their refpcA to him on ac- 
But, for both thefe, they were ** count of the do£lrine whicli 
highly blamed; and at lad com- “ he hath left among them; 
plained againll both tcf the pope, ** and, having once embraced 
and to the faciety de propaganda ** it, how can they better per- 


(^) yefuitsknerr. See nlfo the hmik thme-qtititi, De Cuhu Si»«rifium. 

Mod. Hist. VoL.VIli, I “form 
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Afteii havii^ ^td €hus madi on fo ren^luldc 41 
a'lftion 4s ^eidtrodudi^ and.prQp^atij;^ ^tihnmani^ thF^ 


*« itei Wft Ji\it lAifiioim to 
^ to, toil b)r pft^iiing 

‘**H^od’iid' wito toeir het^;^ 
whok etn^e 
** acksowkges as their '^. 
f* der. At to the libationSj. 
** and other rites, performed to 
.** their Reefed parents, they 
** are only paid as a mark of 
** refpeCt, and acknowlegemenc 
** that thi^ revere them as the 
**-beads of their racte and fa- 
** Ittily. And as to the pi^ures 
** (ftatoes it Ihould rather be) 
which they fet np in hononr 
** of Uieir anceftors, they do 
<* not mean by it, that their 
•* (buls refide in them, neither 
<« come they to aik any favours 
^'ton tom; 'but only fet 
** meat, ^d otoer prefents, be. 
** forethdfe.plftures, to exprefs 
** their conflant love towards 
•‘ them, and their forrow for 
“ being deprived of them. 

** As for the facrifices which 
the antient kings and empe* 
“ tors were wont to ojfer to 
** heavra, the^ are fnch as the 
“ Chinefe .phildfophers tlyle 
“ i(ia 9 ~chet that is, the faciifices 
“ vidiich are made to heaven 
•* and by which, toy 

“ fay, or thefoveacign 

** Lord, b honoured; and it 
*•' is for this reafon -tot to 
little pi£lare$, before wkicK 
“ thofe facrifices are pJTereid, 
“ bea** mfcription toSJhatt£^ 
“ tit that is to fay. I'd to ^ 
“ vereign Lord: whence' 

it is evident, that they-dp-not 
“ offer lacrificet to the ^ltb|e 
“ and material heaven,' bnf^ly 
•‘ to the Lord and Creator of 
•* heaven and earth; and, be- 


** caufo their 'ftenera^n aiil 
*• retoft-fbrliim will 'iiotpiv> 
“ mit tom to eaU him l^hie 
•< .proper Mune, toy invtto him 
“ under the appdlations of tht 
“ fuprtmt beavettf hmntjtf*U 
“ heaventtheuntnjtrfalheavtn^'* 

‘‘ The emperor CamhPi (or ra¬ 
ther Kan^hVi) approbation-was 
to this eited : *• That which is 
*' contained in this writing is 
*' very right, and conformable 
** to the grand dodrine: to pay 
** ear devoirs to heaven, to our 
“ lords, to our parents, to onr 
** mafters, and to our anceftors, 
** is a 'law common m all the 
“ world. The things contained 
“ in this vn-idng are very true, 
“ and need no amendment.” 

Bnt neither this declaration, 
nor any other apologies which 
the Jefuits made for their con- 
dud, could hinder its being 
publicly condemned by the 
pope^s legate 9 t C^ntoHt Jnru 
1707, by a decree dated from 
that city, forbidding ill -Chrif- 
tians,boto profelytes and others, 
to My any fnch honours cither 
to ^nfitciust or to' die l^dttres of 
their anchors. Upon which 
they found themfelyes obliged- 
to procure a mare favonr^le 
one in their behatlf from the 
pope, Anw 1715 ; which or-, 
dain^, that to word Tyen^thtt 
that is. Lord tf heaven, fhodid 
be nftsd to %nTfy the true l 3 od, 
as had been long' fince done by 
the miftionaries; and that the 
fame condnd fliouldbeobferirad ’ 
widirciped to the Ceremonies 
to be idlawed to^Chriftiatts, 
confining them only to fuch m 
were of a political and 

(ivil nature i and, laftly, that 

4 to 
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mtes wMch oc* 

cafioM the total ibpfireffioiBof It j much i«*'of the intrigue* 
of the ^ of lihe|Mi3>e^ ^ 

hsvk)i}r to that fociety, the W# hieown 

of the kiiiifii jio Jro/!^; ei^ i«^ ^^hlT ^ 

Ila^$ aoeotiQtof It ^ oad oo^ialthat he was O0e of then, 
aud wrtteamher a nncUcataon of w hrethmi agaiuft Cai^iaal 
Tournon, bifcop Mfiigrui, and ofrer of thdr oppofers, will 
cafily perCKVse wha e the fault rfSefty Jay; and thcic, who ar* 
deiirous to fee thofe traafaflkros moreimpartuiHy Hated, may 
read It at full length m a book iodtule^, De CtfUu Smn^mt, 
printed at yfnnd 1700. 

All that we need to add, by way of couduHon Ip th^ 
article, is, that, a^er ibe conqueH of £^na by the T^4irf, 
the two emperotrs and fChtng'fU likewife fawiaiued 

them with thdr fpecial brJ^dfliip and fimteftic^ daring their 
whole jeigns; but, immecbateiy ^er the demUe of the Is^er, p 

» Po Haldb, vol. ii, p. 7. • 

apoAolic conusHIary* and to court, but recmved exprefs 
yiiUor-general, for the tune be- orders from theemperor to IniNl 
ing, in. C^/na, or his deputy, China^ with all tiie otW md"- 
-fiiould be comTulted, if any dif- fionades; for d;iAt the pope's 
.,ficulty arofe upon that head, decree being inconfillent with 
This decree was diredkd to the the laws and ufages of ibe em- 
pope's legate, bifliop Twrnottt pirc, the Chiifiian religion could 
witit tilde td* cardinal i but no longer fnbhft there. He 
he dkd before it arrived, and, was, however, permitted, J)» 
as k fiipppfed, of grief, cm ac- Halit tells u$, to wait upon the 
oeont the p^ecutions ratfed en^or; and was received and 
againd^hy 1^ Jdmta. dilmii&d with fingular honours, 
itprdvedt however, a ,means and permitted to leave C^hta 
Cli^iipealing, lai^er than of re- only to go and give the pope a* 
moving, tlw, about account of tlw date of the 

which nodi parties contendedCbriftiaa milTion, and with a 
ftill ditterihg as much as ^ pmnUe to repirn back in three 
ever about what ceremonies' tears with the fame charaHer; 
were purely civil and political^ but the death of that monarch, 
or not fo. ,Upp9 whkh the,, which happened foon after, and 
pope thottfflM £t to fend a.new ! was followed by the total pro¬ 
legate thither, to coj^romtfe fcription of Cbrillianity, put a 
thu^ ddpubss, wfevs ijztr. bat fiop both to his legation, and 
he was, ^iBn after his arrival at the further progreH of that 
f^ea, not only forhidto come iniffidu(6). 

( 6 ) yefvitt Laters Su tbf itai MiiW fmtttJ, Dr C»’:u Sinenfim Pidm 
m t»aMHdt,vUAu • 
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ittimW df “peiifibns afad Were ho&i 

to his fbn and locx^eflor,' ^6^* id the ifiburial If’ritiSf agsunft 
the CtM-iftian religion; upon yhich tt Uvas proferibed by 
ral edi£)i4 and thefe pnbHfli^ in inoft of the capitals of the 
em^fe. '*I*he trlbn^u*i<^t^ve-mention©d gave this dediion 
i^aii^‘ 'the fiailfioiisdSes^'^wf^ as they are there %lcd, Ewif 
That fuch of tlstn hs were at court mi^ be ^ept 
^erie, as they were uftiM for rdforrtting the cdeiidM', and 
other fcrvices ; but that thofe who were difpeifed in the pro¬ 
vinces, were not only ufelci^but dangerous, as they built 
Ohurches, and diew the ignoraht people, both men and wo¬ 
men, to their religion ; and ftiould therefore bedl fent away 
to Ma-kau (a Portuguefe toWn on the Chinefe coafl, and 
lately deferibed). This order'w^as Confirmed by the emperor, 
in words to this efFe<Ji:, written with the red pencil: That it 
fhould'be done according to the above decree ; and that the 
EurhpeanSj as foreigners, jhould be fent to Ma-kdu : but that, 
to prevent any infult being offered to them in their way thi¬ 
ther, a mandaiin ftiould be appointed to conduft them fafe 
th'ro^ every province, and convenient time allowed them for 
rj^pairing to that place. 

The Jefuits made ufe indeed of all their arts, and intereft: 
tliey had with the emperor and mandarins, to ward off the 
fatal blow; but all they could obtain from him> Was, to have 
the, city of Canton^ inftead of Ma-kau^ to be the place of 
their exile; and this only on condition that they beliaved fo 
as to give no caufe of complaint. This laft order was imme¬ 
diately piibliftied in all the gazettes, and in all the provinces of 
the empire; and the miftionaries, without diftinffiori, were all 
driven out of their churches, and condufled either to Pe-^ing 
or Cantan ; the emperor further declaring, m a new book 
Written for the infb'uftion of his fubjefts, thSt hie tolerated 
only Tome few of them, on account of t|ie advantages Which 
the empire received/ibm their fkiil in arts and fciynces. Pur- 
fuant to thofe edifls, more than 300 churches Were deftroyed, 
or turned into pagods, ic^^ls fbr the literad, End other 
common ufes; and abote 3obiooo'Chriftians deprived (ff their 
pallors, and expofed to thC racfcy of the unbellevm, and 
without any profpi^of feeing their religioE reftored. ' 

The Jefuits, however, havA ftftl three natives, iind 
■_ the ibciety de propaganda a few priefls of the fame cdun- 
try, who privately min^e with the hew converts, and'offi¬ 
ciate among them; s^d, as thefc are tw few for fo great a 
number of converts, Hhey employ feme of the moft fldlfui 
catechifts, who difperfe themfclves amcmg the provinces, fur- 
nifti them with calendafsj'boolts of dcTOtion, and other belpi> 

aiid 
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the i&ipt of ^hrhfHanity aoiong 
as jMlt ias tb^y caat . for Ikung of which with mcoe 
fafety, ,. they put themlclves under the protefidou of foojie 
mandarins, .whlfdi is not to.,he^btained but byrfome coniidex'> 
able preTents; ,and this is the«m:ej|e&t mdancholy Ibite qf 
ChriAianity in the Chinefe empire^ , « 

But this is far enough from icing me only country in Nothin 
which not only the Chriftian reli^o, but the very names China, 
Chriftian, Praguay or Portugu^Cj and European^ are held 
in the utmoA abhorrence, th^‘'the mifeonduft, or rather ill 
defigns, of thofe who are fqjiit to propagate it; and where, ” 
after a moA promifing profpe^f of a plentiful, if not an uni- 
verfal converfion, and the greateA encouragements given fb 
them by the reigning monarchs and great men, all their hopes 
have been quafhed as in an inAant; the preachers, and their 
profelytes, perfecuted with the greateA feverity, their religion 
proferibeJ and deteAed; all farther avenues clofely Aopped, 
and carefully watched againft; and as many as have fince 
attempted, under any diiguife, or upon any pretence, to gain 
admittance, have been put to the moA fpeedy and excruciating 
dcadis. That this has been the cafe of a great number of How the 
thofe Romijh miflionaries, not only in Ton-king, Cochin Chinas oiijjhna- 
and Korea, as v/e have feen in the preceding volume, but in ries dif 
Japanj Siam, Tibet, and the greateA part of Jnduftan, we 
have from their own teAimony, and the letters that have been * 
tranfmitted from time to time from thofe parts, and are to be 
found ill that large colleiffion printed at Paris, under the title 
of Lettres curimfes et edijiantes ; and with this aggravating 
circumAance, that thofe mUGonaries, who attempt to penetrate 
into any of thofe Indian dominions, to avoid the fufpicion of 
being either ChriAians, Praguays-, or Europeans, which would 
not fail of proving fatal to them, are obliged to difguife them- 
felvcs under the name, garb, and profelAon, of eaAern fan- 
jajfds, or penitents, inch as we have deferibed in a former 
chaptCT, and Xo conform to all their rules of living ; that is, to 
abAain from eating any thing, that has life, drinking any thing 
exhilarating, to eat but once in twenty-four hours, to lie and 
fare hard, Seep little, and rife by the earlieA dawn, and obferve 
a great number of other auAerities peculiar to that fe^l; the 
otniifion of aay one of , which would render them fufpefted, 
and defpicd)Ie to the brotherhood. To avoid, moreover, the panes 
fufpicion of their being Europeans, on account of the differ* o/Cbrijit- 
ence of their complexion^ they affrff to call themfelves north* 
ern faryajji, or teacl^ers,; and tell tkeJndimt, that they come Europeatt. 

detejledm 

t X)y Halde, yol. ii., p, 35, 
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ms> 0 g them ita -m ium 

moft vbrrhf ^ <>f #oW|i|itig, ^ Jbprw Q^mmt m 
tlftm 1^6 j«ft. !4ea# a^i^ted aad fmkiOh>m9 
m ten Jbt^ ^beiEter wsy oif o^^^akhig his f»Mmr 
in <3^ Mt |^e, i|wn any th^ have 

fapm^hle emm tcftc^drs. By and 

HK:h-^ difioterdtM they imrodnee themiS^cs 

«l!ii^ diem; by thea* and addrds they qu&skfy g^n 

^. e^m and pr6te4doin\^ the great; whi^ dhe au^i^ 
<j£ their Me draws upon tOnn the eyes and admiration in 
the vs^r: the refult of whl^ is, that they fexm make a 
MfficdeQC number of profelytes to build a charch, and per- 
Term the divine urorih^* The mUBon^goes on and dourhhes, 
'Without meeting with any oppofidem, except from dm idola- 
ymns pftefts, who me great enemies to, Imcaefe great idea’s 
. hy, this new fei^on^ widch is kveUi^ 9^nd their own. 
But go fooner is the ^eiegded dii^vered, or even 

bardy-ftlfpe^ed, to be an Eur^fadh, and Ids dofirine that of 
the Ftaguaysy or PsrtugneJ^t dian a dreadful perfecutiom is 
raified i^dhd the preacher and his converts, and their rdig^n 
is profcidbed and fco-biddes, under pain of d^h: ib odious and 
deief^ ate beemne the very names of Chriftian and European 
. all over the eaAerh piyts of Jndiot even to the farthermoft 
boundaries of the (Mntfe dominions *. 

Wbtther Wftuf knR any Je^s Wett ever fettled or tolerated in China, 
there nuere hath been a queftion among us in Europe dll the b^lnning of 
4«ay Jews this century; though whoever condders how they fwarm in 
'in China. Spain and Portugal, where the laws are fo ievere againft 
them, could hardly find any room to doubt q|' thdr bmng 
invited in much greater numbers into that rich and opulent 
eiia^re, by the lame proTpeff of a gainful conunerce, where 
there are not, that wbnan find, .any laws, or imperiaJledifb, 
to inhn’^t them from ki but aU that wh^ our news from 
thence maile no pardet^ nmntion of thim* Father Eicci, 
ahd fome others of the firft mi^itmaries, le^ hidded to hint, 
that there were fome cf that - nadbn .-difperied about tl^ cmm- 
trfi but, whether they ineft wkh any difiicultytn it, or did 
think it wettik their while to find them out, we h^d uch 
tidng farther ahbut them, Ml the. year 1704, when .Bather 
gegue of tjozani, a |riuil mlfibnaty, hiring come upon finpe ogh 

in Into, the pib^noa 4^ had the good fiartune to 

|io-nan. |{^ j| tronfiderible fyndgugne of Metn^ nnd, as riiey thmpi« 
feivim told him,. the only Oiaain the who^: empke, |n the dty 
M Kay-fongfUi the capitid of Mm jjXovhiec, and j(rtuate in 

* v*d, iLeiiieU df Lettfesem. i edifiaut. paC 

thn 




ite very ^ jliiyinlbr^v Iboii iioa(ii«£lei ,' 

lb ^q;g|i&tterH»^ fbeil^ li^med’ chidfs } who/ oa Their, jSt* 

•eeoatw of l!^ ohai?a£ler> Ih^bved Iliuk a more ordta^ ereJ Mr 
Intin3(leced hito>lhdr j^magbgoe^ and flawed htet <» He* 
one <j£ the vohnnes) or parehuM^r'^ls, the pentatea^ 
written in Hebrew ^. and aiKlNeg^hehaTailCT-s, tpgbSiee 
With ibmeothors o( the OM aathofe 

the Judges, Simueli J^ngs, ^ prophets^ andibme 

others contaitdng their Utor^, 4boRinien{a^e9^ and the-like 
thefe laft mnch worn, and MSpt in boxes under diek feat»^$ 
but ah of them written in'the Hebrew tongue and chara* 

61 ^. They owned to' him, that they had bli^ ieme ei the 
facred books, and iboie oi their targums or par>aphr!des, cx<* 
pofitors, drc. by a vi^nt overflowing of the greet river 
Hoam-ho {JVhang-ho), or yellow river, which had laid that- U»- 
pital wholly underwater, and had likewiie much damped 
their thorah, or roll of the pentateuch: upon which Twelve 
ordered twelve fair copies to be taken cd it, wl:dch are fliU new copies 
preferved in the like number of pa^^titions in the tabernacle, of the pen* 
where it is kept. • tateuch^ 

They informed him, that th^ divided the €hin*km, or 
five books of Mejis, Which they dilfingi^, like all odiar 
JewSf by the name of the firft word in each book, as Ber>e» 
filth, Ellefiemoth, &c. into My-two parafliah’s, or teflbns, 
one for every fabi»th-day throughout the year; which divi- 
fion is fuppofed to have been inftitutcd by Ezra They 
retain the fame number of letters, wbkh they reckon tweaty- 
ieven, including the five final ones §; but whether they have 
admitted the ufe of the vowel points, we are not told; our 
author not bdi^, as he frankly owns, acquainted with the 
Hebrew tongue, and confequently not capable of making all 
the inquiries one could have wifhed, about this and other 
carious matters. They acqurinted Wm furthermore, that 
two fimied J^Rrits, viz, Famer EoSerigo de Sigueredo, who 
fiourlfhed uh<kr the laft dynafiy, and Father Enriquez, who 
fiourilhed al^t the b^mntng of this, had had frequent con¬ 
ferences with the then chiefs bf that fynagogue, but without 
coming to any ag;reement; from whkh, as well as frc»n thdfe 
‘ twb learned men neglefring to get a tranfcript ad their pen- 
tateuch, he TnppofeS that th^ found it corrupt and muti- 
' Sated: and eoncludes, fecmi whole, that thofe Jewt aro 
the feft, ■ 

* f Oe his, vil. Antient Hift, vol. Hi. p »o4. $ H»id. 

srol. X* p. 194, is feq, f Vid. ibid, vol, iii. p. 2ti> & 

fe%. 
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^htirfy TatiK bboJic 

nopgut that they are in othw' jiaa^ <3»f the iiwald, e^cepth% tha^ rhit 

deftribed. ig nttnied towards the titrii^/Vthat is,, 

war( 4 aiw^feh they turn th«ir fece wh^ they^^y, is ali oihets 
terf%w»k that metropolis, cmcethe 

cen^ of, thdr 'Worl]|^p 7 >ft is moreover divided into three 
aU«,'w partitions; but idiether in imitation of the three 
comtaof Solomon'^ teffipfe]|%; Father Gohien^ the publifher of 
this account, would iaiinuale in his remarks, at the end of it, 
pr no, is Icarcely worth inqui»mg after, or eafy to deteimihe 
from the imperfect iketch hero gifen of it: but, if fo, it 
diffcifs in that particular, from all thpfe we have feen in, Eu* 
ropSy if not from all that are in the world. 

'Reacting- iN the centre of the tuiddlemofl: aile is placed their reading- 
dejk, delk, or, as it is ftyled, Mofes'% chair, where the law, a^ 
other portions of the Old Teftament, and their ufual liturgp^, 
are read with great ceremony. This chair, or delk, our au¬ 
thor tells us, is grand and lofty, and richly adorned with 
CTimfon velvet, with gold fringe, taflels, <bc. with ftately 
candlefticks, and large candles, perfume-pots, and other or¬ 
naments ; and over it, inftead of the emperor’s arms, which 
their law doth not permit them to reprment, is fixed a fine 
large board, with his hame and titles fiiperbly infcribed upon 
*tT}t taJser" jt. At the ferther end of the fame aile, and facing the chair 
. above-mentioned, is the tabernacle, or repofitory the fa- 
rmltdin. . twelve tranfcripts lately fpoken 

of, each of them in a feparate niche, fhut up with folding-- 
doors, and a rich curtain drawn before it; the whole inclofed 
within a handfbme balufiradc, into which none but tlieir kha- 
Vartoui jjam, qx chief officer, is permitted to fet his foot. The reft 

tnjenp- pf fynagogue is decorated with inferiptions taken from the 

pentateuch, and .other facred books, and proper to infpire 
them with devvotion; they alfo cover thcar h^s in^th the 
thaled, or veil, all the time they are prayi^, 
fhti*- TM a Y ili:i<ftly retain the rite of circumdfion, and obfervance 

ritei the ©f the fabhath, during which they fufTer no foe to be kindled 
Aaw nuith houfes : thethree grand feafts, of the paffbver, weeks 

\ ° ^ ^ peatecoil, and of tl|e tabernacles, together with other oc- 
t n* jews, fclii’t als,, fafts, and othev antient yiftituiions| vare' 

fifcewifc kept with great frriftnefs ampgg thegr, tho’ in; 
other cafes they readily comfify with the Cbinefo oiftoms,' aiid 
religious ceremonies. They call themfelvcs KUo-kin-kiao^,^ 
name which wasL at fifft given to them by the Chinefe, on ac¬ 
count of their aoj^ning from bkK>d, and j^eir'pecufeway 
of killing the animals they cat; but which they gladly fc-. 

taiooli^ 
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Caiiped, in jbn 4i0^iih jthonfdves froia tlie Mohm* 
m^iaas, wbo Ji^ Tee^mo^kiaot' with whom, they enter* 
tain not tW lead commerce, and from whom they afieff to 
diftinguiih themfelves by fome peculiarities in their drefs, and 
the different turn of their Whif^l-s. 

They c^l the Supreme Beiiqkby the CUneJe name Tyerit Nams tf 
and worfhip him under the titles of C^<zw-jr/V«, Cham-titSham'-tu 
ott2iths.t Shang-tyeriy the Lord (jf heaven, Shang-ti^ thefupreme 
Lord, TcaQ-vati’Voe-tchct or Creator of all things, and of 
Van-voe-tchu’tcai^ or Governc^of the univerfe; which names, ®“ 
they owned they had taken from the Chinefe books,' that of 
Tyen fignifying properly heaven, as we have already obferved 
upon another occafion *. Their law they call Tyen-kiaOy or 
the law of God, or of heaven; they likewife ftyle it fomc- 
times Kow-kiao, or the antient law ; and IJlaeVs Kiao, or the 
law of Ifraeli where, by the way, we cannot but obferve, 
that they have, by long difufe, loft the pronunciation of the 
Ry for which they fubftitute the L, as do the Chinefey among 
whom that letter is' never ufed, when they pronounce fome 
European name that hath it, as Aalony Miliam, infte%d of 
Aaroiiy Mirianiy &c. 

Again, as they have their literati and graduates, our au- Conform 
thor afkeJ them, whether they paid the ufual honours to nvithfeve^ 
Confucius that the reft do ? To which they anfwered, one and 
all, in the affii'mativc; and added, moreover, that they per- 
formed the fame ceremonies that other literati did, at the halls ho~ 
of their great men. They likewife owned to him, that they 
all conformed to the folemn rites which are performed to their ^onfu- 
anceftors, with this only difference, that, inftead of offering . 
fwine’s-flefh, which is forbidden by their law, they fubftituted 
that of fome other clean animal; and that, in their more ufual 
ceremonif s to the deceafed, they contented themfelves with 
fetting t^ore them fome difhes of meat, fweetmeats, and 
perfumes., ferved in china-ware, accompanied with profound 
proftradoqs, after tlie manner of the country. 

, They cbndufted our author to this grand hall of ancef- ^heir hejl 
tors, which is contiguous to their Ly-paifouy or fynagogue, deferibed. 
and whei*e thofe rites are performed every fpring and fall. 

Here, inftead of fuch pidures and figures, as are ufed by the 
.^inefcy but. forbidden by their law, they had only a number 
of perfume-panS, or boxes, rafwerable to that of their Chim- 
gims^ or great men, the largeft of which was that of their 
great father Abra^amy and was placed in the heart of the hall. 

Hext to that were thofe of Ifaac and Jacob ; and, next to 


• See bcfeJCi P- n9 (IJ. 
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theoi^'thofe 0^1^ twel^laag^ whom they- 

patriaKhsy w heads ^ the rweltvtrifa^* v The itest hi 
rank and digid^' 'were ehoAr of M^es, Jann^ yi^»t 
•muelf EzrOf and odia* Ulu^lons persons of tx^h feiEes, be» 
longing to their nation; e^ptihg, hcAmer, that the roan- 
diao-in, who H over them, ^hdtled to have his tablet fee up 
in this haU> inscribed with his own name, and all his titles. 
Jtwer The miifitmary, being thence conduced to a houfe of en- 
htard of tert^iunent, toc^ occafion to alk them fome qtteftions about 
Jtfus the prcmiifi^ Melltas; and tefl$ us, that they feemed m-eatly 
Chrijl. ferprifed at what he told them concerning J^s Chrift: but 
gave hhn no oth^ anfwer, than that their facred' boe^s made 
indeed mention of one jefits, the fon of Sirach\ but that 
‘ they bad never heard aiqr tibing concerning the other of whom 
Conform’ he fpcdce. He took Hkewife that opportunity to compare 
tj of their .fome parts of hk own bible with their Hthrev) one, particu- 
hihlt with ijo-iy that which relates to the fives, of the patriarchs from 
Aekm to Noah f and afiiires us, that they agreed cxaftly in 
but not particular. Now, if his bible was the vulgate Latin, 

•with the of which there is not any room to doul«, that being the only 
ftftuaginu one authorized by his church, it follows, that their Hehrem 
is exafrly conformable to thofe we have in Ettrope, becaufo 
the vulgate is ib; and, confequcntiy, that the sera between 
Adern and Nwih, or the creation and the Bood, according to 
feptuag^t, exceeds them by 606 years, as the reader 
may we by the tables we have pven of it at the beginning 
of the antient hiftory f. As for the occafion of this prefent 
remaik, it will be foen when we come to fpeak of the 
Chinefe chronology, towards the end rf this chapter. ' 
^betimeof needs be added Concerning thofe Jews, is, the 

their frft til**® In which they firft fettled in that empire ; concerning 
coming in- which, they told our author in general terms, that it was du* 
to China, ring the Han-ehau, or fifth dynaily, which begati 206 years 
before, and ended m the 220th year aft^t, the bir^, of 
Chrifi; but in what part of it, they did not and, in 
pftrue, nil likelihood, a>n!d not inform him : but, foppoili^ it had 
th^ could been at the very latter end of k, it Is pltun they could not 
iM/ArTal< be Talmndtfis, as hefofpefls them, much lefs guilty of mu« 
mudiik. tilating and corrupting their faacd boc^ with their fiilfe and 
fiibulous glolTes; fedng neither of fhe Tahmuk, nor any^ 
fabulous traditions and eommentaries, ai^ of fo old a 
date by fcveral centuries, as we have fliewn in our antient 
hiilory Neither is it jufi, cm the other hand, to foppofo 

‘ i. 

t Vol. i. c. I, feft. 3. p. 14.3, & feq. $ Vol. x. p. 490, 
.&Xeq. & notes. 
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^ Tah^a£^‘ tBthap»,&^ ilie fitted teset, \»Wx^ 

ingt bee«,kar|9Ci]0Q$‘«O' prefer^ evm to a fnpeciildGii^ft 
^/N», tibay hal« vifibly parvened die ibnfe of it &y 

glades eosaaients. Our author^ ther^re, feems 
^akty to hare taU^^efaeoded what they told him one aS tlie 
latter to hare been quoted ©utftd the former i bat as their Butiifrt, 
adopting the fubidons tradhsois of the Myenah and Che- bablyat- 
marra Ihews them to have been kifefbd with the TkAnudirr tedat§d^ ^ 


leaven, fo they mnJ! of conrle have impofed opoo him with 
lefpefi: to the time of their iirft coming into that country, 
Kid that it mnft have been of a much recentor date. This 


is no ftrange iuppofition, efpecially from a Jn» to a Jejfiih; 
and, if ib, may we not as jnftly fofpefi; what they fedd him 
about their having no other fynagogue in the mpire; and They are 
what they further added to him, probably from the f«ne reduced ta 
fpirit of diffidence and fear, that, though they were 
numerous at their firft coming, they were at that time reduced 
to feven frmilies, whofe names were Thao, Kin, Che, Theman, 

Xi, and Ngni *, 

Thus frr our author’s account goes, of thofe that he met 
with in that great city. How many thoufand more there may There are 
be of them, difperfed and difguiled throughout the empire, probably 
and who outwardly^conform to the religbn and cuftoms of the ef 
country, as they do in Portugal, Spain, and other Chrlftian ** 
countries, where, infiead of being tolerated, they are pro- 
feribed by the laws, can only be conjeftured by thofe who 
know what ftrat^ems they will ufe, what hazards they will 
run, fc»r the fake of gain. But we have dwelt long enough 
upon this one ardde, and ihall now proceed to a new topic. 


SECT. III. 

Of the Governmentf Laws^ PeliiicSy &c. of /X^Chinefe.' 

, ^i/ag^liStion had been, from its firft beginning, fo Chinefe 

idured to, and, we may add, fo highly delighted with, govern- 
a monarchical government, that, when the DafcAamlMfladors 
made their firft application to it, they found it very difficult 
to make them comprehend what they meant by the high and 
te^hty lords,* the Bates, general, and the republic of Holland, 

^Wnat thdr andent form and Bate was, we have already givoi 
id accouhf of in a forma: part *, as frr as could be collefied 


* See Lettres cur. & edifiant. vol. vii. p. 4.—28. ' See 

flnt. Univ. Hift. vd. xx. {k 124, & feq. 
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frcm the Chinefe records, fqt no mention is made of it in aiif 
other authors); neither Is there any reafim, fon the fingujar 
tenaclouftiefs of that nation for its andent laws, cuiloui^ 
or from what we read of the reigns of fo long a fuccei&oa 
of monarchs, to fuppofe th^ it ever recdved any confldera^ 
ble alteration *, fo far fron?^ that we find then' very con- 
queren-s, contrary to the ufual «pra£fice in fuch cafos, of ^terlng 
and inverdng, have fhewn a fingolar readinefs to conform to it, 
and made as few changes in it as they pofEbly could : and this 
not fo much out of comp^aifance to the conquered, as from 
an unavoidable efteem and regard for the excellency of their 
laws and conftitution i infomuch that, in this refpeft, they 
feem rather to have fubmitted to, than to have given their 
laws to, their new fubjefts.' 

It cannot, however, be denied, nor indeed is it at all to 
be wondered at, that this vaft overgrown ftate hath formerly 
fplit itfelf into a number of petty kingdoms, fome of which 
(tho* all of them according to the fundamental conflirution 
of that monarchy, were dependent on a fupreme emperor) 
would yet now-and-then (hake off thdr fubjeftion, and make 
themfelves defpotic in their refpeftive ftates; but time and for¬ 
tune have never failed to .reduce them back to their former 
dependency (P); fo that thei-e is no reafon to doubt of its 
having continued, in' the main, much in the fame defpotic 
form of monarchical government in which the Tartars found 


(P) This is plainly hinted by 
the Chinefe, author often quoted 
(7), who fpeaks of fcveral fuch 
revolutions, civil wars, isfe. 
which made a (hort alteration in 
the form of government, but 
which foon after difappeared ; 
after which, th ngs returned to 
their former date. He adds, 
that the empire was one while 
divided into loo, nay, into 300, 
puts or polyarchies, and after¬ 
wards reduced to feven, then to 
three, and at length to its pri¬ 
mitive date of one intire mon¬ 
archy, folely 1 abject to one Ib- 
verei2;n ( 81 , 

We need not therefore won¬ 
der that they (hould be at fuch 


a lofs what to make of the 
pompous language and titles 
ufed by the Dutch ambaifadors 
to them, as we lately hinted 
out of Ntenvhoffiff) j much Icfs 
at their not being able to com- 
p’rehend, as the fame author 
adds, how fuch a political 
date (which appeared to them 
rather as a tnonder with many 
heads, the fpurious offspring of 
lawlefs ambition and ftubbortt* 
nefs, begotten and bred, as they 
fuppofed,in times of anarchy and 
cohfudon) could polTibly fublid 
without fome fovereign powmr 
to curb and fupprefs the one, 
and deer and govern the other 
(10). 


(''} Dim. K .a. e^ud IJhrMtlx lUs. eh. (%) Ihtd, (g) Dutch 

ti'r.k^2^y (loj Dt C^tapte^uii fup, part 2. Utter 1 , 
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ft At the tiine of their conquering it: fince that dme it It 
becoove, If any ^Dg> rather more abfolute and arbitrary than 
eVer ; ^ng the power of thofe new monarchs extends idelf 
not only over all citdl and military, but, as we have feen 
under the lail article, is abfolu^ and uncontrouled in all reli¬ 
gious matters. •• ^ 

The Chinefe monarchs, befides their own proper names, Empemi 
were wont to alTume fome high and fwollen titles, fuch as pompom 
holy fons of heaven^ lords of the whole world, foie governors titles* 
over the earth, great fathers <f the people, and others of the 
like pompous found; befides which, when the government 
palled from one branch or family to another, he who \ras the 
firll of head of it gave his name to it, which continued as long 
as the dynafty remained in his family, which was, from him, Dynafiesj^ 
called the dynafty (or rather, as the word Chau imports, 
the epocha, or term of years) of fuch a king. Since the con- 
queft by the Tartars, that monarch ftyles himfelf Cham, or ”amod. 
Kang, or emperor; and his power extends itfelf not only 5"A«V tr¬ 
over all the lixteen provinces dcfcribed in the firft feftion, tenfive 
but likewife over feveral others of eaftern Tartary, over*fome 
of which he hath an abfolute fway, whilft others arc only 
tributary, and fome of them only pay a kind of homage to 
him; but is no-where more defpotic and arbitrary than in 
thcfe his new-conquered dominions. 

Here he hath the power of life and death not only over Ahfolute 
all his fubjefts, but even over all the princes of the blood. 

His will is the foie law, and his commands admit not theleaft 
difpute or delay, under the fevereft penalties. He is indeed 
obliged to govern according to the laws; and to confult his 
proper courts and council in all important matters, whether 
civil or criminal, military or religious: but, as he is the fu- 
premc and uncontrouled interpreter of the former, and bears 
an abfolute fway over the latter; or, in cafe of any too ftre- 
nuous o|^iitioa from thefe, can difplace, punilh, or new- 
mould thAm at pleafure ; the whole government muft centre 
at laft ini his foie vvill. The crown is hereditary in his fa- Crtr^vn 
mily; yet he hath the power to alter the fuccelfion, and ei- hereSi^ryl 
ther during his life, or even on his death-bed, may name his* 
fucceflbr out of what branch of it he pleafes, or even out of 
it, as fome* affirm ; but, in this laft cafe, his choice muft be 
confirmed or ratified by' his great or fupreme council, which grand 
Confifts of princes of the blood, and the .chief mioifters of council. 
ftatfi ; for their concurrence is efteemed of fuch confequence, 
that not only the Chinefe monarchs before the conqueft, but 
.even thofe of the Tartaric race, have always thought It nc- 
cellary, before they ventured to enaft any new laws, to rc- 

3 verfe 



verie or Cuipead dm ^ \aoetr jiiipmdi tbat mm md 
(oine ioilwie^, io vhkh, tboi^ the etbjpeeor avd im 
imme^ecd upoa pttag Sine decree;, oTpeci^ini^ 
tersof xejyigioo, w ;fncn as irdxted to d^.sUktkiit^«o^,kwp 
and 4m£toms, jet they h»to ^ofen to ky it aiide when they 
have found too great a majonty of the CUmfi ^gakil it, 
ther than run'tlu hazard of u nebeUion *. theie in^wces 
we may fay, hi^peoed when jthofe monarchs were not quljti 
lb heady fettled on the throne: lor it hath hnee plainly up'* 
peared, that the late empcpix iCang-Mf both in them religious 
masters which were brought before him, and in Ids appointing 
bis fourth fon .to fucceed him, ventured to afl In a more de* 
ipotic and uacontrouled manner; and no wonder'he Ihouid, 
when he kw himfelf fo hrmly fecured of the whole knperial 
authority, andtheintereft;, happinefs, lives, and fortunes, pf 
all his fv^eds, fo indeely at his di^xdal ^ 

Great ht^ Th£ honours paid to thole monarchs, both before ,and 
murs ^aid fince the oqnqueft, is next to, ^or rather, - a kind of iuloratiom 
ta the em- They feldom are feen but on fejemn occafions, and with th* 
ferer, greateft Iplendor and retinue. They are never approached 
but with deep proikations, nor 4>obcn to but with knees: 
neither are the grandees of his court, nor the fuinces of .the 
blood, nor even his own brothers,' exempt from this cere¬ 
mony ; but all bow before his dtrone, with their faces to the 
ground, whether he be prefent or ahfent. There are more-. 
over certain let days in the week, or mondi, in which the 
nobility by turns are obliged to appear at cavrt, and pay him 
that homage, and acknowlege his authority, by the moR; 
refpefhful genuflexions, proflbrations, and ot^ marks of the 
during his deepcfl fubmilBon, whether he be there, or not. When hu 
Jicknefs, jg «^cialiy if dangeroully fo, the pakce is filled cond- 
nually with mandarins of every order, who fpend whole nights 
and days in a krge court, in habits fuitable to the mounM 
oecafion, and invoking heaven for his recov^iy. Keidier taiu, 
fiiow, cold, or any other inconvmiiency, wlU permit them to 
difpenfe with this duty, as long as he continues bi pain or 
danger; and any one, who faw the people at fuch a thne^ 
would l^nk that they had no other fear or concern but about 
the iofs of him ^ Nor ia this to be wmuiered at, confideriug 
how much their interell, thwhappinek, or even thdr lives, 
depend upon his recovery; ^md the great chants which coito 
monly h^pen under every aewrdiga, as he Is In moll roTpefto 

* Palafox Conqu^ of China. Maxtikk, la Comftb, , 
Du Haldb, &al. * Vid. Du Hai<be. vol. U. p. 30, ic 
Lb CoifFTB, ttbi (*vra. Martini, Dv Halub, & al. 

* La Comvtb, &al. ttbi lap, 

the. 
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^ foie of aU £btf§ digoitiBa, S 3 { ali. jilaces of hxmoi^ 

wd truSi, bodxAviiand nulitary *. 

However, tbougli thdir ppwxr iw fo defpotic and mi- Their fa- 
controulfid, jet they/eldom n^ake fuch an abfolute uie ofit, preme 
as to go contrary to the anti)|it lawsj but, in all things, auimls 
coidult th^ fupreme councils, ,jo whom all matters relating 
to the empire are referred, and izommonly ^decide them ac¬ 
cording to their advice: and .this they are obliged to dq, 
upon two accounts; ^yiz. to avoid the fufpicion of tj^anny, 
which is fo contrary to the.repeated maxims of their old law¬ 
giver, which all condemn it, with one voice, and fo hated 
% the whole nation, that it ieldom (fails of occaiioning ibme 
revolt or infurre^ion; for which restfon, they are very fear¬ 
ful of forfeiting the endearing title of fathers of the people, a 
title for which they are always moll applauded and loved by 
their fubjedls, and is a more coniiderable topic Jo all their 
panegyrics on them, .than their .power, .grandeur, leai-ning, 
or any other princely quality. The other reafon is, that as 
the emperor^is to be inform^ with all matters of importance 
that are tranfafled in his onpire, and every fentence of the 
inferior courts, efpeciatly in capital cafes, mull either be ratiHed 
or reverfed by him, he would be overwhelmed with the mul¬ 
tiplicity and variety 6 f matters, that are continually brought 
before him, without the alHllance of thole councils, whofe 
bufinefs it is to examine, digell, and prepare them for his majl em- 
delinitive fentence. So that though he is reprefented, by fome ployment^ 
writers, as living and wantoning in ea&, with his wives, con¬ 
cubines, and eunuchs, in bis fera^io, lilce other eaAern mo- 
narebs, and maay of thdcn have, doubtlefs, done fo, and left 
Hate matters to the care of their kolaws, mandarins, and odier 
Officers, and commonly to their own great detriment, if not 
totd ruin; yet thofe, who give fuch a oonllant attendance on 
the afimrs of the empire, mull be fo 1^ from living in eafe 
and luxury, that they mull be fuppofed to be the moll bufy and 
And aCiduous of ail their fubjeds {QJ, And fuch have been duity^ 

many 


^ Lb Comvtb, & al. ubi fop. 

( Q.) 'fhis •will -flill more to make to him, either againft 
plainly appear, if we add the himfelf, or any of his viceroys, 
petitions that are faid to be governors, the princes of me 
continually -prefented to him; blood, generals, and other of- 
die grievances which, from ail licers. All which, we are told, 
parts of the empire, are laid he is obliged, by the conilitu- 
TOfbre him; the reprefentations tion of the empire, to read him- 
whifh his mandarins are allowed felf, and refer to fuch of his 

coon. 
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many of thofe monarchs, if we may believe the reladoas wij 
have from thence; according to which, this government is 
one of' the moft regular in the world, in which the tribunals 
and magiftracy are eftablilhed Wi the moft exadt and uniform 
manner that human prudencf can contrive, for the due ad- 


councils, to n^ofe cognizance 
the cafes properly belong, in 
order to regulate his determina¬ 
tion according to their report. 

We read of fevcral reprcfent- 
ations which have been made 
to thofe monarchs, for their not 
adling agreeably to the conlli- 
tutions of the empire: but thefe 
are not often attended to; and 
fometimes meet with a fevere 
repiilfc. XeCow/Zr gives us fome 
inftances of both'. In the one, 
they laid before him the ill con- 
fequcnces of his fo often going 
into Tartary y and his making 
fuch long flay there, to the 
great prejudice of his fubjedls, 

.; but this he paid fo little 
regard to, that he fcarce gave 
them ariy other reafoo for thofe 
journies, than that they were 
for his health.' Another was 
made to him, by three eminent 
kolaws, relating totheeduca-. 
tiotp of the young prince; for 
which they were all turned out 
of their places. But as irkfome 
and unfuccefsful as this kind of 
rcmonjflrances may be to their 
monarchs, there want not t^ofe 
noble and public-fpirited mi- 
niders, who will not be afraid 
of preferring them, at ail ha¬ 
zards ; of which we may have 
occafjon to give fome iignal in- 
ftanccs in the fequel. 

As for thofe againft the gran¬ 
dees, or even princes of the 
blood, they have met with bet¬ 
ter fucccls. Wc read, in the 


fame author, of one that was 
prefented againU: three kolaws,. 
or chief minifters of Hate, who 
had undcr-hand taken mo¬ 
ney, for fome fervices done in 
the execution of their ofHce. 
Upon which the emperor im¬ 
mediately cafhiered and dif- 
mifled them. What befel to 
two of them afterwards, our 
author could not learn ; but the 
third, who had been a long 
while a magiilrate, and in high 
efteem for his learning, and re¬ 
vered for his old age, was re¬ 
duced to the condition of a 
common foldier, and forced to 
Hand centinel at one of the pa¬ 
lace-gates. 

Another* was likewife pre¬ 
fented to the fame emperor, 
againft fome of the princes of 
the blood, intimating, that their 
unworthy behaviour was likely, 
in time, to bring their rank into 
contempt. Upon which he ilfued 
out an edift, that none ihould 
from thenceforth bear that ti- 
-tlc, without his exprefs leave; 
which he took care to give only 
to fuch who, by their virtue, 
prudence, and diligence in their 
offices, had rendered themfelves 
worthy ofit(ii). 

Thefe few inftances will fuf- 
fice to (hew, what a Chineft em¬ 
peror's employfuent muft be ia 
his rerirement, <-who hath the 
good and welfare of his fubjeflU 
at heart. 


(n) LiCam’te, uii fup, Martim, Du & at, 
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For the akxK\ pdy management of fuch a great variety Tmao fu» 
x$, a^irs,' thofe monarchs aCifted by two fovo-eign fr*m •. 
council^ which iit at P^-king^ the capital of the empire; comcik, 
the one %led extraordinary, ‘ and compofed of the princes 
of the blo(^ only; and the otheif ordinary, coitfilling of the 
fiune princes of tl^ blood, and a good number of kolaws, 
or chief minUl^ of Aate. The firft of thefe only fits upon 
extraordina^ occalions; but the other, like our privy-coun* 
cil, is coniliantly attending on afi^s of ilate. Beiides thefe 
two (which, by way of eminence, are ftyled fupram)t and 
fubordinate to them, are ilx courts, or fuperior tribunals, for Six /upe2 
civil, and five for military, afimrs, aU likewife reficfii^ in tier trU 
that metropolis, whofe authority extends to the whole em- ^nali. 
pire; mid each of them hath its particular province, or bufi- 
nefs, afiigned to them, in fuch a manner, as that they fiiall 
be a conftant check upon one another; and, in matters of 
great confequenoB, the concurrence of three or more of them 
mufi be had, before the bufinefs can be difpatched. Thofe 
^bunals are as follow (R): * 

1. The 


* Le Comvtb 

(R) Thefe mandarins have 
been, from the earUeft times, 
divided into nine orders, in faeh 
perfed fid>ordination to each 
other, that nothing can exceed 
the reijpefit and fubmsliion which 
rite inferior bear to the faperior 
ones. 

- The firftofder is, that of the 
kolaws, or chief miniih^rs of 
ftaie, chief piefidents oi the 
fopreme courts, and other prin 
cipal officers of the army. I'heir 
number is not ii?Md, but de¬ 
pends on the will of the em¬ 
peror^ bat is feldom more than 
five or fix i and thbfe have their 
tribonals and apartments in the 
palaoe. He who is at the head 
of them is ftyled Sbemj-Jhyangt 
and is prefident of the*council* 
and in the geeateft confidence 
with the emperor. 

Mon. Hist. Vo L, VIII. 


, & al. ubi fup. 

The fecond order are a kind 
of affiftants to the firft, and bear 
the title of Ta-lno-fct or HteraHt 
and are men ox approved capa¬ 
city. Out of their number are 
commcmly chofen the viceroys, 
governors, and prefidents of 
other tribunals. 

The third order, ftyled Chong- 
Jhu~k9t or fchool of Mandarins, 
are the emperor’s fecretaries, 
whofe bufinefs is to write down 
all matters that are deliberated 
by the feveral tribunals. Thefe 
are taken out of the fourth fifth, 
and fixth orders, and, with the 
two fuperior ones above-men¬ 
tioned, compofe the emperor’s 
privy-council. 

Out of thefe three orders arc 
chofen the prefulents, andri^tef 
members, of the fix tribnir s, 
above-mentioned: with this dif- 
K ference. 
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1. Li'pu. I. The court (rf that is, the courts or 

trihunaU of mandarins i prides ovar W thd^ hiai^** 
rins, and other minifters df ^te; and is to furdHh'all the 
provinces with proper olHcei^ to watch over their Oondttft, 
examine their qualifications/and give an account thereof to 
the emperoi'f Thefe may be j»x>perly ftyled the inquiftors (f 
fiaU\ according to whofe^report, thofe officers under their 
cognizance are either advanced to higher polls, or are de- 
]graded firom their old ones, according to thek merit or de¬ 
merit, though not without the emperor’s approbation previ- 
oufly obtained (S). 

«. Hu pfi. a. The court of or Hou-fou ; that is,' the high treafurer 

of the king ; hath the care of the treafury, finances, together 
v;ith the private eftate, treafure, revenues, and expences, of the 
emperor; of paying all the falaries and penfions to the petty 
kings, viceroys, and other minifters of llate. This tribunal 
haffi likewife the keeping of the rolls, and regiilers, which 
are made every year, of all the families, number of men, 
meafure of land, and the duties arifing from them to the em- 
pe?“or. • . 

g. Li-pu. 3 . The court of Li-pu^ or Li-pou, or tribunal of rights (T), 
infpefls all religious matters, as, the obfervation ^ antient 

rites 


ference, that the have, 

fince the conquell, doubled the 
number of members of thofe 
courts, both fuperior and infe¬ 
rior, by placing as many of thek 
own nation as of the Ghinefct in 
every one j by which means the 
former was brought into the ad- 
miniftration, without excluding 
the latter, who might, in fuch a 
cafe, have beenpefsableto brook 
the TartaHan yoke (t a). 

(S) Every one of thefe fix tri¬ 
bunals hath a number of infe¬ 
rior ones to affifl them, and 
proper matters for their infpec- 
tion; but it would carry us too 
far to enter into a particular de - 
tail of each tribunal. This of 
lA‘pu, for inftance, hath four of 
them. The firft of which is 
chuged with the choice of thofe 
who, by their learning, virtue. 


and other qualities, are intitled 
to ferve in the higheft pofts. 
The fecond examines the con¬ 
duct of thofe candidates. The 
third feals all judicial afls, af- 
figns and examines the refpec- 
tive feals of the mandarins fo 
chofen, as well as thofe of all 
the difpatcbes to and from the 
court, whedier they be true or 
counterfeit The fourth exa¬ 
mines the merit of all the ^n- 
dees of the emjfire; that Uj of 
the princes of the blood, petty 
kings, dukes, and nobles of idl 
ranks. ^ 

(T) Thqueh this tribunal 
feems to be called by the fame 
name as the firft, yet it is plain, 
from their diflferent provinces, 
that therqis nmankeft difference 
between'them, which, however,' 
is oxdy detennined by the pro- 


. (ts) yiJ. Du lUUt^ itL ii p, 141. fS al, Jup.siM> 

nuttdafion. 
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.riiss cqiWMikik allafts^ icieoces, and thofe tW arc 
itSMidldates for degrees. Itdcfra^ the charges jof the temples, 
lacrihees, ifc, •, and receiresi^ difiniiles foreign amballa- 
dors. . \ 

4. The Court of Ping-^u^ or tribunal ^ nrms\ fuperin- 4. Ping- 
tends all the foldiery in dto. e>a{^e; otamin^ their arms^-pu. 
exercifes, <bc .; grants commiffims to the army and fleet; 

(4'ders levies to be made for both; replenilhes the magazines^ 

and keeps all the garrifons^ towns, and fortreflhsi in i^epair, 
and furnilhes the foldiery with arms. 

5. The court of Hing-pUf or Him-fxtUt fuperintetids all 5. Hin^- 
criminal caules brought hither from the inferior courts, by pd. 
appeal, and pafles a final fentence in. all criminal matters: 

and under it are fourteen fubordinate tribunals, according to 
the number of the provinces.^ 

6 . The court of Kong-pUt or Cam-poUf of tribunal ef 6 . Koiig« 
fuhbc works j fuperintends aU public flru^ures \ fuch as, the pn. 
king’s palaces, fm-tificatiems, public roads, public temples, 
palaces, fepulchres, bridges, towers, triumj^al arches, dyltes, 
navigable rivers, Mes, canals, drr.; and hath four inferior 

courts under it, who prepare matters for their infpedlrion. 

Both upper and lower tribunals have likewife diflerent cham* 
bers, cm: committees, appointed to their refpeffive bufinefles, 
for the' more regular and ready difpatch of them. Every 
. high court hath a chief infpeffor appointed by the emperor, 
who gives him an aca>unt of thdh proceedings, as well as of 
their failings and mifbehavtour. Tfaefe are commonly of the 
firfl; rank of mandarins, or kolaws; and are in fuch authority, 
that the very princes of the blood Hand in awe of them 1. 

Op the four, or, according to others, five military courts, Tb< four 
^hich are, in fbme meafure, fubordinate to the fourth fupe- nAUtt&y 
rior. one, called Ping-Pu^ or tribunal tf arms j the firft dif- tribunals^ 
pof^ of ail military employments; &nd fees that the troops be 
well armed smd difripUned. The fecond diflributes the officers 
and feldiers into their rerpefiive flations, fbt the fecuring the 
pnbfic tranquility, and the dties and high-roads from robbers 
and highwaymen. The third fuperintends the Horfes of the 
empire, the pofl$, flages, Imperial inns, and barges appointed 

♦ 

7 Le CoMiPTB, ttbi fup. Vid. k Du Haldb, vdl. 1 . p. 246. 
tc fcq, 

fiiundatioti. In fliis, of rdundiufhefirftmonofyllaUe, 

RigbSt and j»», or tribunal y tribunal oftbt^nudi* 

- but in the other, by fmail change dariHs (t j}. 

(13) Da HMe, tii fuf- p- »4^. 
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The fourdi orders 4he foni oC 

them op in arfeiials". ,^. ' * . 

Tht tourts There we feveral other/eonrts of the miKt^ ran^, 
inJ^eSed vhich we ftudl take notice, .when we come to fpeak of the 
by proper sniiitary govwnment; and.^ly obierve here, that all thefe 
outers, tribunals have likewii^ aii'4idpe£h>r &t ovw them by the 
emperor, who givea him an account oi every tlung that is 
tranl^fied in them, and of the behaviour of evwy member; and 
thefe are obli'ged, by their odioe, not only to ailift at all their 
a/lemblies, and watch over their conduct thore, but even to 
pry into thdr more private managetpent (U), and make a 
faithful report of all to him. This obliges every member to 
area theci fpeak and behave with the utmoft circumlpeftion. And feveral 
to each provinces of thofe courts are fo pudently linked together, as 
ether, to be a check to each other. Thus, for inftance, the army, 
which is under the command of the Pin~^, or fourth tri¬ 
bunal, and paid by that of the fhall be ordered to 

mwch by the former, but cannot £1^ till their fubfiftence- 
money is fent to them by the latter. 

Viceroys, SUBORDINATE to the abo\^-mentioned tribunals, are the 
and other viceroys and.governoTS of provinces,'judges, and ma^ftrates, 
magi- and all inferior ofiiceiis, in city and country, for the eafier 
firates, difpenfing of juftice to the fubjefts, and maintaining tbe peace 
fuberdi- empire. It is even affmmed, bymoft writers, that all 

thofe viceroys, governors, are obliged, from time to 
n una s. tranfmit lo court' a full and juft account of their ad- 

minlftration, and with It .a note of all the mlfcarriages and 
mifmanagements Irid to their charge, to be examined by the 
fuperior tribunals; and, in cafe th^be found to .have con¬ 
cealed or palliated them, are liable to be feverely puniftied. 
This was indeed prafticablc enough before the conqueft, 
when the Chinefe taicxaxQhs had, befides the infpe^ors over 

* De his, vide Martini, Le Compte, BuHaldc, A 

(U) Thefe infpeftors, or, as pisces, and perfons of the 
the CHneJe call them, ko.ta\^, hi^eft and to run the 

•are coihmonly men of fach pe- ril^ue not of their |daces, 

nefration, that nothing hardly but of their bves, rather thin 
efcapes them; and therefore, deiift from yk'hat they thought 
much dreaded by the minifters jujUice and equity, . aad'». the 
of.Hate, and other officers. Some good of the ftaps, eXafled from 
of them have been intrepid then 
enough to cenfure and accufe 

(14.; Du IJoldtf uiifup. p. a^c. Le O.nftt, uhi/up. & el. ' 


every 



I -JV- i 

COQl^ ^ 

A&ScjvAt of dvery fraud, bribery, and 
bppre^&oid, combiittfid by airaof tboTe officers. But the Tar^ Injpeffors 
tarian monad^hs found aftenKards, that thofe fpies, or in- of tbep-9^ 
formers, had:fq ^£dy abufed^ their truft, by making their 
rcpcarts rather according as they were bribed^ than to the 
merit or demerit of thofe und^ 'their idpeflion, that they 
thought fit to fet them wholly aifide, and ocdy oblige the per- 
fons in the adminiftration to be their own accufers, by fend- 
ii^ the above-^mentioned tmnlcript gS all their good and bad 
a&ns. That this, however, is fddom pra€tifcd, is. very 
plain, from the common complaint of all thofe writers againft 
the avarice, bribery, and corrupticm, which reign through Chinefe 
the whole empire, from the higheft tribunals down to the 
loweft offices; iniomuch, that he who can bribe higheft is 
morally fure to carry his point, let his merit or demerit be 
what it will. It is therefore in vain they tell us, that the Chinefe 
' government and laws are the beft calculated to make a people 
happy, above all others, if thoi'e that are at the head of affairs 
are fuch rapacious creatures, as to make all places, and ^ven 
juftice itfelf, venal; and if their laws, like thofe excellent ones 
of a certain country in Europe^ are fo little obferved or re¬ 
garded, that minifters, msgiftrates, and people, are fuffered 
to adl not only in contradiftion, but open defiance, to them, 
and a circulation of bribery is left to run from the higheft to 
the loweft rank. 

Besides thefe tribunals, which do always rcfidc at Pe- Provin, 
king, every province hath a fupreme one, under its viceroy, 
or governor (W), and that hath fet'eral inferior ones under it, 
and a certain number of infiarior mandarins, to aflift that mi- 
nifter in the difpatch of aftairs. Next to the provincial ones, 
are thofe'Of the jF«V, or capital cities of each province, of 



private 
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I province, who were 


(W) 'T1ici» is a difference of 
names, as wdl 'as dignity and 
power,, .between tlieie gover¬ 
nors; the one, who is called 
Fu-ytwtK, is only vicercy of 
one proving;. and the Othir, 
ftyled govern¬ 

ment over two pr three. Both 
lire nominated by the empferor; 
imd both are at the head of the 
faipreme tribunal of^ the pro¬ 
vince, wherein all caafes, civil 
l(nd criminal, are decided. To 

( 15 ) Du Hehlr 


them the imperial commands 
are tranfmitted, and by them 
difperfed through all the other 
cities and diftnfts of the pro¬ 
vince. Only the ‘Tfong-tub dig¬ 
nity is reckoned mqre confider- 
able, as it is more extenfive; fo 
that he cannot be advanced to 
any higher,, except he be made 
a miniftcr of Bate, or prefi- 
dent of one of the fupremu 
courts (is)* 

{jjf al. uh’ fupriXt'^ 
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Wluctt 




Mih'tary 
govern- 
' ptent ; 
and five 
coiirii* 


which we fpoke, in 

are under a niandanti, lA 

the Chi-ehevjs ?Uid CUiyitm, or] 


i|,| 

bo ef t^s ch<|)ter; .ao^ 
yled CM-fitJ under whpin aro 
nandiu^ ^ the dtfes dF the 


fecond and third rank, with t]^ refpedhre tfi&iipr tribunals; 
and thefe are fubordinate to each bther, apd all to the fui 
preme or provincial one, which hath bone above it, except 
that of Pi-king. And thus much may fufHce for the civil} let 
UB now take a ftiort view of the military government *. 

We have already taken notice of due foor tribunals fub- 


ordinate to the fourth fupreme one, called Ping-pu, and their 
particular provinces. Iliere are five others likevwfe refiding 
at Pi-king, ftyled 'U-fii ; that is, thi jive clajfes, ®r troops, of' 
the military mandarins \ the firft of which is, that ^ the 


mandarins of the rear-guard; the fecond, that q£ the left- 
wing } the third, that of the right; the fourth, that of the 
main body; and the fifth, that of the van-guard. Each di 
them hath a prefident, and two affiants, who are of the firfi 
order of mandarins; and all of them are fubordinate to a fu- 


]Mneme tribunal of war, called Ton^hing-fi, whofc prefident 
is cyie of the greatefi; no^es of the empire, and hath autho¬ 
rity over them, and all the officers and foldiers of the court. 
He hath likewife a mandarin, and two infpef^ors, to be a 
check over him: and lus tribunal Is fubordinate to the fourth 


and fixth fupreme ones, which prevents his abufing his ex- 
teftfivc power. 

Manda- military mandarins are obliged to undergo the 

rim, bovo fame examination as thofe of the Uferati order; that is, as 
(xamned. thofe muft give {nroofs of their knowlege and learning, to Ixs 
admitted to their refpeS;ive degrees, fo mufit thefe of their 
firength, courage, dexterity, and experience, in the art of 
war. The principal military mand^in, anfwering to our 
general, hath a number of inferior ones under him, anfwa:n 
ing to our lieutenant-generals, drr. and all of them have a 
train and inii^ia fuitable. to their rank, and. an always at-. 
Sloldiers, tended by a company of officers under their coatoumd. Th^ 
exsr- are obliged to exercife and rcidew the IbMiery often; bctt 
tbofe exercifcs.have nothing regular in them, cpnfifiin^ only 
in feme difbrderly marches, when diey attend their miuida- 
rins, or in forming of fquadroQs, marching, <^, raUy*. ' 
ing, encountering each other* at the found*pi tb^ horiis 
or trumpets, and in a dexterous ufing and ]»ndlii^ ttor 
iabres, bows, mufkets, cuirafies, helmeQ». a^ 


* Maxtinx, Lb Cohbtx, Dv Halpe, id» flip. p. 

^ fe?; .^ ' V 



C. t. 

cliiem^ban, wd^; aad as the military life ts 

rather laborious nor^ugerpus in time of peace, it is be-, 
(lowed, as a favour, on thpfe who can make moft friends 
with the military mandarins, their fervice being commonly 
confined to the places where they dwell, and have their fami¬ 
lies, fo that they may at proper, times follow tllbir own em¬ 



ployments. / 

The military mandarins are computed to amount to 18,000, Numher 
ahd the foldiery to above 700,000, who are all difperfcd thro* of torn,, 
the feveral provinces, efpedally the frontier ones of the em¬ 
pire, and along the Chinefe wall, and are flationed in the mili¬ 
tary cities, towns, fortrefles, and caftles, we have elfewhere 
defcribed; and, being commonly well cloathed and armed, 
make a very good appearance either iii their marches or re- 
views; but come vaflly fliort of thofe of Europe in courage 
or difcipline, and are eafily put into diforder, and routed; 
and, as the country hath now been a confiderablc time free 
from foreign or domeflic wars, they have had little employ¬ 
ment, except in fupprefEng the highwaymen and banditti in 
the iriand, and the pirates on the fea-coafts, and in guaraing 
the frontier towns. Their pay is about five-pence and about 
a pint of rice per day, and the horfe in proportion \ 

Their artillery, tiU the Jcfuits taught them a better way 
of carting and ufing it, was very pitifol, and hardly worthy 
of that name (X); and though it be allowed, that they had r J 

the 


^ Martiki, Le Compte, Du HAi>nSi ubi fup. p. 249* * 


feq. 

(X) All that we find men’ 
tioned of their old artillery, is 
only a few fhort and thick bom¬ 
bards, kept rather for ihew than 
Ufe, af tl^gates of Nang-king ; 
but antient enough to fhew, 
that they had fome notion of 
cannon, though little or nothing 
of the European way of ufing 
them. We! read likewife of 
ibme fort of pht^rerocs, which 
they had in trar vefiels; of the 
4^ of which they knew little 
more than of that of their bom¬ 
bards. 

The firll they ever faw of the 
IStffeopeqn fabricature were three 


handfome ones, which the ?or- 
tugurfe of Ma kau, or Macao, 
made a prefent of to the em¬ 
peror, i6zi, together with 
proper artifts to manage them. 
The firft trial of them was 
made before fqme mandarins, 
who were much furprifed at the 
novelty; and much more at 
one of the pieces recoiline, and 
killing a Porturuefe, and two 
Chinfe, who did not get out of. 
the way time enough. They 
were ftill more terrified at the 
havock which they faw jhem 
make among the who 

came in fwarms towards the 
K 4 great 



thelaTtntioB of gunpowder mi;^h earlier then the 
' they hardly ufed it for any thin® but fireworks, in whic^ they 
excel. Tnb made them at firfi he much furpdfed and twri-^ 
fied at our Eur^pem guns, and'the havock they made both iq 
and their recofling; infomuch that they fled 
" &om them in the grea^ft pamc, and could hardly be per^ 
fuaded to come near them ,i^n: but, fince then, the good 
snilfionaries have not only reconciled them to thofe frightfuj 
engines of defixuflion, but taught them the way of calling 
and ufing of them, fo that they are now as well underfiood by 
Verbieft them as by us ; cfpecially as Father Verbieji, the emperor’a 
^ajis fomt chief mathematician, did, by his order, call, in one year, 
hundredt 132, and, in a little time after, 320 more, after the bell Eu- 
ro^ean manner; and foon after publilhed a treatife on found¬ 
ing and pflng of cannon, and prefented it to that monarch, 
with forty-four tables, or cuts, Ihewing the whole art, and the 
manner of ufing the inllruments neceffary for levelling them. 
For this lingular piece of fervice, Father Verhieji was highly 
honoured by that monarch, and all the military tribe of man-r 
darns, who were prefent at the trial of them, and furprifed 
at the exa^tnefs with which they hit the mark; whilll the 
good father was feverely lampooned for it in Spain and Italy, 
as a perfon who deferved to be doubly excommunicated, for 
furnilhing an infidel prince with fuch dell^u^liv€ arms : how« 
ever. Pope Innocent XI. did not fufler him to labour long 
under thofe cenfurcs; but, by a particular brief, highly ap¬ 
plauded what he had done, as tending to promote the, con- 
verfion of the Chinee ; and mdiorted him to go cm in the famo 
laudable track, promiling him his apollolical blelfing, and 
Mis •wt^ pontifical affiftance and prbte^lion in it, Befides, thofe pieces 
qfhujjing appear to have been of a religbus call, and had been blcfled 
thtm, jjj folemn manner : for the good father had befinre ereflcd 
an altar in the ibundcry, with a crucifix upon it; and, 
in his furplice and Hole, paid his homage to it, with the fame 
prollrations and ceremonies as the Ch'^nefe ufe to their images; 
and gave each gun the name of a he or Ihe laint, which he 
caufed to be engraven on their breech; which, we are told, 
was done to prevent the Chi'nefe ufing any of their fupcrllitaoUS 
tcremonies about them, who commonly offer ^crifices to die 
Ipirlt of the air, mountains, rivers, lakes, dret ?rcccw’ding to 

great wall, infonvarh that they ver dared Uome nea|the!n 
f!eJ from them jn ihe greateft (t6). “ v 

frinht and confulion, and ne- 

J3v fl'a.'jf, uli /af. Martini, £f Camftt, & al, 

the 



nature^f i3» they ^ ahem, or put the hifthan^ 



HAtxK<; talpea thm &r i view tWt eivil and xaifitary Oa^ter^ , 
|;ovemmeitt of the there remuns that we &y a Btw mmtn/tiiif 

words of tluM the provinees, capital cities, and of the di^ pr^ima, . 
ftri^s under them.' We have already hinted, that every pith dties^ UtS*, 
vince hath a viceroy, or goveroior, who Cofnmonly refida at 
the metropolis of it, and is the'fnpreme judge and magiHrate 
of it, excepting only his being fubordinate td the fupreme 
tribunals of Fe-king. He fits as prefident df the provincial 
courts, and fupermtends idl the ^vonors, judges^ and mem¬ 
bers gkT the inferior ones, as wtH as die governors of all the 
cities the firll, fecond, and third ordei^, and all the infe> 
rior magillrates of every diftrift. Every city, befides its own WarA^ 
governor ^d tribunal, is divided into a certain number of 
wards, every one of which l^th its own re^efltive head, who 
is as anfwerabie to the governor for every mifdemeanor that 
happens within his precin^i, as the mailer of every family is 
to Wm for what is done within his own walls, whether by 
children, fervants, or lodgers; and, in foms cafes, as«of a 
tumult, robbery, murder, and the like, the houfes on. each 
4ide are fo for what is committed in that one. Not only the Guard mi 
gates of each city, hut even of each ward, are ihut up at 
nights, and kept by a fnffident guard, who watch over all 
that paflfes within their refpedlive boundaries; feize on all dif- 
orderly perfons, fnfpicious ftrangers, and all night-walkers, 
who can’t give a gwd account of their errand, and bring 
them cm the next mormug to tlw govei nor, to be either pu- 
lUlhed or rdeafed : but, for this, we fliall refer the reader to 
what hath beeni^d in the firft f^lonOne thing, which we Common 
did not there take notice of, we ftiall add, concerning their ex- projlitum, 
treme care of keeping every part of the city in the profoiindcft fjow teh- 
peace that is poffible j viz. that they fiilFer none of their rated, 
common proftitutes to live within the walls, but in fomc 
OUtlkirts of the fuburbs, becaufe they are apt to caufe dif- 
furbances. Some of the governors Will oblige a certain num¬ 
ber of them, as ten or more, to live together in one houfe, 
imd under the care and government of a man, who fliall be 
anfwerabie for their behaviour. Some governors v^ill even 
jdeny them fhe liberty cf living within their diftrifts, and 
fevcrely punifti as raany^s are found to do |p q/ter fuch a 
prohibito 5 lb that they can, at the mofl, Jje faid to be but 
barely tolerated «.• 


« Bu Halde, ubi fup. p. 26 z, & feq. See before,p. 21, 
fcq. 8f (E). « Bv Halus, abi fap, p. 265. & al. fap. citat. 

Ey?iit 



^viet' EvtffT proviacd^ b«^«» its* o^ viccpoy, ha.th SsyleriJ 
ray and bis orders of iutiidarins, wiudh are fttbordinate; and m%hr be 
mwdttrins fuch an ch^ to iunif that it wotdd be impoBible for 

join him to be guilty of mal^adudtiiftratibn sidthout their know- 
prej^gfbe «Mimvancc: but the misfortune' is, diey find/it fo 

much their in,tereft to wink at one another’s crimes,' that the 
people are fleeced and opprdTed by them all in their turns. 
The firft clafs of thefe mandarins are the judges of the courts, 
who .determine dril and criminal caufes; the next attend the 


afiairs of the treafury and revenue; and the third command 
Some nvi/e aver tlw militia. AU thefe, accordfing to the Chinefe confti* 
fi^e ma- tution, cmght to remain in their offices no. longer* than three 
aetim, years; and are never to be natives of the province where 
they officiate, left, if they be of mean defeent, they ftiould 
« be defpifed; and, if rich, tfieyifhould be too well refpedled, 
or become too powerful, in it. ^This is efteemedone rf their 
wife maxims in politics, in which they excel; to which we 
may add another, equally juft and felutary, if ftri6i:ly kept, 
viz* never to fell any office, but to confer them on perfons 
mordy ovit dl regard to their merit, learmng, and probity; 
and to allow them fufficient falaries, that they may be enabled 
to dlfcharge thdr offices, and adminifter juitice without fees 
or bribery. 

' Thbir palaces, and pla(^ of refidence, are likewife pro¬ 

vided for them at the dliar^ of the government, to prevent 
BhM by their runidng into profufion of furniture, drc. notwithftand- 
tbem, ing all which wife precautions; tlmfe govornors and manda¬ 
rins find means of aotaffing vaft eftates in thofe few years, and 
to conceal thdr extortions from the emperor *, fo that it 
plainly appears they all in general combine to conceal them 
firom him, that they may more ealily divide the fpoil among 
Zxtortien thcmfelves. Thus we are told the fupreme tribunal at P^- 
end fraud- king extorts vaft fums from die viceroys of the provinces, and 
run thro' theic again from the mandarins under them, by confe- 
thenohoU quence, muft fleece their'inferior officers; and all irf them 
nation, hands in oppreffing the people, who dare neither refill 

nor complain, for fear of being ruined. Upon the whole, 
the Chinefe appear to be little l^tet than a nation of fignal 
hypocrites, who boaft of the equity and excdfehcc of their 
laws, and flick; at no violation of tlumi; and, under die faireft 
outfide, and pretence of juftice amt probity, indulge them¬ 
selves iu. all manner of extortiems, fraud, and vilify: -£cir 
we muft not imagine this lhameftil xlepraifityand oirftiption 
to be confined to the placemen, and officers of the government^ 
it being qbferved to run no left through all the ij^erior ranks, 
from ti^eft merchants tFadefmcn to the Icweft po^ 


or 



or wbo, though th^caiuiot oppreiiL^^ 

are commoitly ^tea to ^eittiag aad cozemig all they 
deal with; infemuch that is fcarce any Gooatry In ihc 
call, where^^ppreOton, corraptkm^ and all manner fratkd» 
is more univerMy prafi^d, according tothe imanimous report 
of all who have written of it. 

There may be added another canfe of this general cor* NoHUty 
niption; viz. their coofiitudon not allowing of hereditary mf 4«rAd^ 
nobility, or diftinfiion of quality, but fuch as arifes from thdr 
offices, and the dignities bellowed on them by the emperor 
fo that tho’ a man be arrived at fome of the highefr of them, 
yet hi^ cluldren have frill their fortunes to make ; and if they 
either want ability, or ai-e given to pleafure, may, and do 
often, defeend to the loweft rank and occupations : the pre- Jmthtr 
venting of which, by making fome handfome provilion for y 
them, or getting them into tome dvil or n^ilitary pofrs, by «v^*<** 
dint of prefents, proves a new tource of avarice and corrup- 
tion; to fay nothing of the figure, ftate, and retinue, which ''*^^*®** 
thofe mlnifrers are obliged to keep np ; all which, added to 
the exafrions they labour under from thofe above them, ,help 
to keep them poor, craving, and extorting. 

Even the princes of the blood, who are alone intitled to 
the dignity of nobles by birth (except the frmily of the great 
Confucius, of which we fliall fpeak %-and-by), are^ubjeded 
to the fame neceffity of bribing the kolaws and infpeflors, in 
order to get into, or preferve themfelves in, fuch high pofrs 
as the emperor is plea/^ to nominate them to ; and, in order 
to keep up the grandeur of their rank, prove often as vora<* < 

clous as the mandarins; and as fear ^ie who cannot obtmn Prhm of 
fome fuch advantageous pofrs, they are often fc»-ced to con< the bkJ, 
ceal the only badge of thdr rank (wluch is a yellow girdle, nuho. 
and is common to all the imperial race), becaufe they cannot 
appear in an equipage fuiuble to it: and yet it. mufr be ob- 
ferved here, that, by thele, are not meant the defeendants of 
the ionofix CHnefe monarchs, whofe race is qiute extind: (Y), 

but 


(Y) We fhaU fee, in the hsftO' 
rka! pair, how every dyna^ 
imdeavotttsed 0 extirpate thole 
nS the fbrcwoing. We axe told, 
toat, at w time of the eon- 
qafeft, there were ftill above 
§000 faiidbes of thefe* princes 
1^. ^e dynafty of Ming, in the 
' of t^ea^^bew, feveral of 

f^doc^d to ihe 


loweft poverQr: the CTeateft 
part of them deftroyedby the 
pirates, who made themfelves 
mafters of Pe-kiug ; and thofe 
whoefcaped were forced to lay 
afide their yellow girdle, ciunge 
their names, and mix themfelves 
with tiie people. It was but 
lately that one of them, who 
was reduced to be a fervuit of 



Cooftt* 
fiosiVjfe* 
mlj the 
nahlt 

fW. 


Their 

titles. 


Another 

political 

Maxim, 


%% 

of the Tisrfex^ ..^ai^Qnpfs, wkt 4irei^Ji|c^ conl^ 
^e^t}yahcnre£ve{enarftioo&bacfcw b^t whoi^ h)o^ 
'jauiltiplied to f^oie. thou^pfijE)^ In tlMtJiorl '^yf 
iy^ as weU, ppfiFerty> cao^ thepD.te isdttm to inch a 
that t^lrpeafions and appefia^ iiadterehy ccmtitmally 
^ied, far they are allowed neither iWls nor elates ^ 

As to the iSmily of Kong'^^^t om €!^uem, sbovr*men> 
tione^) they are ^ to this day kxdted upon as the moft re> 
ipe^able, or indeed the only, nobility, not qnly on account 
the extraordinary merit of that excellent philofopher, but 
fihewife oa account of its great antiquity, it having been con* 
^ued in a direff fucoeiHon for above 2000 yiears, frcan one Of 
his n^ews, who is, on tlmt account, ftyled Shingyin-ti-Jhi^el, 
or the nephw erf" the great fage. There has been always cme 
of the family honoured with the title of Kong, or duke, and 
the place of that philofopher’s birth hath been always go* 
veraed by a mandarin of that family. Upon the whole, if 
we except tlie princes of the blood, and the Ci^ucian family, 
the Chinee nation may be rightly faid to be divided only into 
three dafles j viz. the mandarins, the literati, and the pie* 
beians; which diftin^km &ems to have been thus fettled by 
the Tartarian emperors liuce the conqueft, as the moft efiec- 
tual to keep tl^eir new dominions in greater fubjedion and de¬ 
pendence. 

There is one more excellent piece of politics among thde 
monarchs, worth taking .notice of, and which we (hall clofe 
this article with; viz. their obliging the petty kings, their 
tributaries, the viceroys, mandarins, and other great oflScers, 
to fend their children to . court, under pretence indeed of 
giving them a better educatmn, but in reality to remmn there, 
as hoifages for their fathers good behaviour and loyalty, 
and to prevent their forgettit^ their duty to the emperor. 
With the fame view he obliges thofe great minifters themlelves, 
as well the princes his vailals, to rehde at eouj^ during a 


.* Dc* Halde, & al. fup. citat. 


theniifiion.'irieE, being difeover- 
ed to be of the roya. b*ood of 
A/rVyr, wa'' forr.-<i tO *!".«, tO 
avoid a worfe fate from the 
Tartars, who were in fearch 
after him (17); fo that none are 
now ftyled princes of che blood, 
but thofe who are related to che 


pre%it imperial family j and, in 
favour-of mefe, they have cre¬ 
ated five honorary titles, thf 
higheft of which, that of 
aniwers to our dukes, and 
others to our marquiles, 
vifeouats, 


{*7) Dv Betds, w'; f, 265, (j*) dyhwW 

certiJxi 




ckts^ 

«ividdi lime df them ^ues^ an aoy pretence, xepa)^ 
ekhm to tbeh ieQie^^ gow^^ dr tp thdr own |i^ 
tdroal e^totm;' witoont his ^dcular kave, un^ the ^ 

TOreft pcnaldes ; ndtiier dare any of them difpcnfe with 
this attendance, exiieipt hy a fpecial licence, witoour the ni»> 
nif^ hazard of eapoAng thd^* families to the levereft refent- 
ment of thofe jealous monarchs ®; tmd this we may aild look 
upon as another fource of the avarice and corruption of thofe 
great minifters; who aie not only obliged to appear them- 
felves, but to munmin their families there, in the greatell 
fplendor that their drcumftanoes can poflibly allow j all winch 
can never be done by their bare felary, if what mod authors 
tell us be true, that the higheft of them doth nbt amount to 
much above 2000 crowns a year 

By what we have juB how hinted of the numerous and TheJpUn- 
fplendid appearance of rhefe grandees, the reader may eafiiy dor «/ the 
guels at the magnificence of the imperial court; and indeed, in'-perial 
by all the accounts \re have of it, nothing can be imagined 
more grand and fuperb, efpecially when that monarch ipakes 
his public appearance, as he commonly doth four times in a 
month, at which times he is accompanied by all thofe tribu¬ 
tary kings, viceroys, mandarins, and other officers in v/ait- 
iug, to the numbCT of 4 or 5000. As often as he is called fafi 
out of his palace by his imperial function of high*prieft, and nm* 
the only perfon fit to offer facrifices to Tyen^ or to perform 
any other religious rites, he is always attended by 8000 men, 
four elephants, a great number of trumpets, fevei al hundreds 
of horfemen, with banners and other iniignia, all drefled and 
adorned in the moft pompous ■manner'; whilft he himfelf ap- . 
pears commonly on horfeback, the harnefe covered with gold 
tiflue, and glittering with the richeft variety of precious ftones. 

The umbrella that is carried over his head, and covers him 
and his horfe, fparklcs fo with diamonds, that the eye can 
hardly bear the luftre of them, efpecially on a clear funfhine. 

One hundred large ^It lanterns with flambeaux are carried 
before it; and, after him, follow all the tributary kings, 
princes of the blood, 200 mandarins and mimfters of the firft 
rank, 2000 commanders of his army, 500 youth of qualin^ 
attended eadh by two footmen dreffed in fine coronation filk, 
sichly embrmdcrcd wkh gold, lilver> <bc, 

, His retinue is llili more numerous whenever I^e goes our 
his cajtital upon any particular expedition, tovifit ibmc 
places at a diftance from it; at which time his attendance 

* Du Halde, A: alt fap. citat. lid-ubi fup. 
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loo^ more Uke t littk jte'a {kso^ Bimu 

gmdelk of idl u, Whoi he goes'dilt iojUdee tW < 

£oxi o£ htiii^n^ as he oon^ooiiily dot^ lA thf prosinee of 
’wimont theg^twall ^ orffi^me of i^e ftxe^oa 
frontiers Tartary t at whi^ tin^e he 1$ attended Wth 
an Srmy of 4^0,000 hone^ Rationed at proper diffances along 
the road, 3000 Tartarian archers, and a party of lanccra 
riding b^ore and after him, beiides his ufual rednue of no¬ 
bles, viceroys, conrtiws, ire. 

It is on thefe ocedions that the Tartarian princes, his 
vaffids OT tributaries, to the number of thirty or fcHrty, arc 
r obliged to come and pay their homage to him, in the mod 
^lenttid equipages, and with a retinue fuitable to their rank : 
vac, tho’ vallals, or tributary to him, they are ftill permitted 
to bear the title of Chami, or emperors, and drive to make 
the nobled appearance they can, and to outvie one another 
tn Ae fplendor of their train ; ^ Which dill adds more ludre 
and magnificence to that of the Chine/e monarch, and is an 
edeffual means of keeping thdfe princes more deady in their 
obed^nce; becaufe he commonly obliges them with fome 
marks his favour on all fuch occaftons, either by bedowing 
ibme of his daughters on them, making them fome coufiderir 
able prefenls, or aifidlng them with fome of his forces, to 
proteft them from the wedern or Mufeovite Tartars. 

It is not to reckon what the imperial revenue amounts 
to, becaufe a great part of it is paid in goods as well. as in 
Ipecie. Niewhff computed it at about toirty-feven millioiK 
da’ltng per annum ^; and Le Campte only to twenty-one or 
twenty-two millions ’; others, as MagailJan, Martini, and 
Navaretta; dill dififer from them, and from each other; 
which fliews there mud be gather fome confiderable fluflnaticm 
in k, or, which is more likely, too great a dhficuky to come 
at mi exafl calculation of - it* The lad author t^t wrote 
upon it makes the whole to amount to about 200,000,000 of 
taels", each tael weighing an ounce of filver. Worth 100 
French fols, at fomewhat above five of our diUiings, whidt 
will be above equivalent tp fifty millions derlU^. That of 
grain, fuch as rice, wheat, and millet,, ijs computed, eonunu- 
nihus annis, at 40,155,490 iadcs, each fack weighing 120 
pounds; the fait to 1,315,937 loaves, each loaf weighing 
50 pounds; beans for his h^es, 210,470 facks; tru^^df- 

.S« before, p. 94, ie &q. See Maktimi, Navakitta,: JLiU 
CoMFTE, Du Haldb, &c. ^ Dotdi Amoafiy. * Stai» 

of China, part 2. let. 1. " ' Du Halos, ubi fuprs, 

p. 224. See alfo before, p* 34, & feq. & alib. paiH 
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p^nis ^ 2o ouiKes; onwrought ,iUk» 

4op,8^ poun^} (^co, %6^t4po |»«ces; linen doth, 566,2£<^ 

^fides va% quantity <n iattin, damalk, and other 

iilks $ china'-'ware, VaHiUh/ oU, oxen, fiieep, hogs, deer, 
wild and tame fowl, filh, pot-herbs, meal, bifcuits, butter, 
dnegar, fruits, fpices, and odio* provilions, and feveral forts 
of wines, drc. j all which are annually brought into the 
palace by the imperial barks, amounting to pppp, or, accord¬ 
ing toothers, 10,000 (Z), and employed by the emperor in 
gathering and bringing his revenue from every province to 
his capitalAll thefe provilions are levied on the fubjeds, Trihtae, 
as particular duties on their refpedive lands : for it appears ho^ 
from all our accounts of that empire, that lands are there en- ratfed. 
joyed in property, and not at the prince’s difpofal, as in 
other parts of India ; and hence it comes that the tenants Landthonn 
are here commonly very poor, becaufe they farm the lands held and 
from the owners at the rate of half the crop, out of which Ittt, 
the landlord pays the taxes; and the tenant, out of his, pays 
the tillage and manure*. • 

Another part of the revenue arifes from the tributS laid 
on every male in the emjsire that is above 20, and under 60, 
years of age*, and is laid to amount to an immen& fum, 
though we are hot told how great (A). ^h^d is levied 

out 


” See Martini, Maoailisn 
Halde, &c. See before, p. 12 

(Z) Moft authors tell us, that 
the former is the true number of 
thofe barges, which the Chintfe 
prefer to the latter, as carrying 
a more pompous found : for 
which re;uon they will not add 
one more to it (19}. Whether 
the Chinefe were, ever guilty of 
fo low a piece of pride, or whe¬ 
ther it was not rather done out 
of a foperftitious regard to the 
number 9 fouc times repeated, 
we will not affirm. Du Halde 
luakes ufe of the round,number 
10,000 i but whether to conceal 
thf ir weakneTs in that point, or 
b^aufe the Tartars have lince 


Lfi COMtTE, NaVARETTA, Du 

• lid. ibid. 

added another barge, out of 
ctmtempt to the Ci&M^fuperlH- 
don or folly, we are not told. 

(A) There have been rec¬ 
koned formerly, wcaretold(2o}, 
above 58,000,000 of perfona 
that paid this tribute; and, at 
the poll taken in the emperor 
Kimg-hi% ^rcign, there were 
found 11,052,872 families, and 
59,788,364 men able to bear 
arms, exclufive of the princes 
officers, ciril and military, 
difchaiged foldiers, literati; li¬ 
centiates, doflors, bonzas, and 
all males under.20, and above 
60 ; all which mud amount to 


(19) Du Halde, 224 Seehfvre,f. *a, S • (ao) U, ikid. 
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he doth not eale 


fpine oqils,Qr jinore nro^hic^^^ ^ gC^t-^t of tfa^tribnte» 
If th^ h^^pen to imilf voder my ^ other public 

calamity P. 
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alone IS aUov^ to sit;, at tali^ hitn. Among thofe of 
ithe next jx-der aic reckoned nine of a£x»md» and thirty of 
the third rank, andf all of them %led wives» Neat to them 
are thole llyled qne^ hut ate in reality rather concubines^ 
and of the0; he takes as great a number as he pieafes, 4 nd 
Iceeps them ip dif^ent, apartcaeata (rom die former, except 
he ^ould talm a pardculair fancy to any one of them, and 
hri^ her into the inward cbiui (B),. But, in general hp 
« ' diews 


' Maktiki, MAeAixLav, La tDoM^ra, NAVXasTTA, Ik 
Pti Halos, obi f«p. '24-^ A fiwj. 

an imihenfe number, feeing the empemr's charity,til} diey have, 
very bonaas are Corniced at conrumed what is ^itiralkn|to 
aboee I<600^000, a^e^licea- their krirdirs (21)., ^ 
tiates^ or lirerary biuthelon, to (£) Af«rhW relates a lingular 
pc^qpo. ibry of .pue of this lait fort of 

uMe land, and the ladies, nained fee, who, for hpr 
luiuAter^of fellies, being dpi/ wt, beauty, and j^ular pfu- 
fnrveyfli(k!i. h is eafy to coaijplite dence, was become mch a meat 
what ea^ promce, city, and -favourite of die emperor Cliag-, 
diferid:, ir to pay. yearly to the, i&/, or jtsW'H (hatWc^d no. 
fias^at^rers i but 'th^, it longer brootc thai .fee (hould 
permitted to lodge in outi^ard and- 
goods who palaces, allotted to fbofeWher. 

dow ' tbcar pftymehefi or rank, but r^djved to bring hot 
#|ttu& - it, Which w^tdd into bnd ofifesfe tnore Iptendid. 
tvity ateit funities1&6' bidy dnm of'the-idwatd cduit 
dtey tahe^'" .fe wh?th\'lh,p ri&fed.'with 

bafidnhdiR^ or impriAmmaftt^ defty : peculiar to her, and/lv; 
or upon'' words to this effefk; ** I 

of ahe Old men of eafi^'^city^ learned from fotne of out an* 
which are maihtmibd '*1^ the ** tient paiqjtiags, ii^ %- ■ 

(fli) '£>« JIa/de, M /»/>, S44,. 
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l^ngli the^ dd'* WHor the impe^ con^^ 
<jifd%ed to 'ifSet oa hot taUe with binu How- 

0er, with it^pe^ to their chUdiea, thofe of the lower railk 
fiaod as good a cHa^ee to fucccdd h) the empite as thofe of the 
fitfl, f^e them having bOeo i&\kdto thattiigaity by the 
bare will and nomination of the ecdperth:; for tho* he com¬ 
monly beftpws fome high title on thole women he takes to his 
bed, efpecimly when they are the daughters or fiHicrs of fome 
Tartarian princes, yet doth it no^ appear that he ever en¬ 
dows her by any ccrntraff, or othw engagement, as fliall en¬ 
title her iflue by him to the fuccelOon; no, not even the em- 
prefs confort, though ihe be at the head of aU the reft (C); 
for that right of nanung a fuccdlbr he wholly reCeives to 
himfelf. 




ThmeUU 

drenequaJ* 
fy eafailt 
offuece$d^ 
tng to tbt 
throne* 


** norant of letters, that good 
** emperoi 8 admitted none near 
** their perfons but the Wifeft 
** and moil faithful suniiters , 

** and that bad ones, on the 
** contrary, delighted to hai,c 
** fuch women ^out them as 
** debauched them into the 
greatefi irregularities ai d 
** crimes.. You are now defi- 
•* rous to prefer me to your own 
** imperial confort but take 
care, left, by fuch a ftep, you 
“ do not begin to tread in thofe 
** of wicked monarchs As 
** for me, who have a fincere 
** love and efteemfor you,who 
** am always proud of being 
** commended py^ou, and the 
** height of all whofc wifhcs 
** isjt ^ fee you expel daily more 
** more in all kmd^ of 
•* cfrindelyTirtaes,X cannot con- 
** dent we ihbold increase the 
number, yoij oF bad empe- 
tors, and l/bf wicked wo- 
** men. You havd a worthy 
" ettprefs at the head cf )onr 
<* ocher wives, and it is hu 
** whom you ought to keep 

(*|) tt»rfie Hjl^r Sme, I x ««/, 
6f al 

Mdw.1gisT. Vox.. VIU. 


" near your perfon, and not 
** fuch a one as I, who am only 
a fervant to you both ” This 
iignal inftance of female^mo 
defty, our authoi adds, was 
highly applauded by the em¬ 
peror , and much more fo by 
the empiefs, who failed not to 
fend hei her thanks, as foon as 
ihe was apprifed of iC (21) 

(C) k is alfo upon the fame 
politic account that nore of 
thofe wives, or othcrJadic^, are 
allowed any fiiare in thctr go¬ 
vernment and councils, though 
there have been inltances cf 
fome of tliem being much htter 
for it than thofe chat (at at the 
helm,butthi a maximwhich 
runs through moil caftern co in¬ 
ti les, that that fex is excludi-d 
by nature fiom all go\eminent, 
either ctv il 01 even domellic , 
ana foi that reafon it is that 
they Call Fui*!f‘ the kingdom of 
ladles, ill contempt, v hcie, they 
have been told, they were hit 
fer,wd to lucceed to the ciown, 
and to be invedsd with the fo* 
vertigu pov.cr (22 

II, (z'J ^a%a ta, M ft ft, 
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As foooi th^efore, as he hath once named one to it» whe* 
ther elder or younger, all the rtdl readily fubmit; and live in 
palaces adlgned to them, either in the capital> or folne other 
cities, but without any government, and never remove from 
them without the emperor’s leave. Their appenage is duly 
paid to them by the treafurer of the province where they re- 
ude, and live as private gentlemen; nor dare they ever com¬ 
plain of ail injury being done to their birthright, though the 
perfon nominated to the fuccelHon, or upon the throne, be 
ever fo much younger, which, in either cafe, would be inter¬ 
preted as no lefs a crime than treafon. 

*rhfimpe~ Having mentioned the various apartments, or rather paT 
rial palace laces, of the imperial wives and concubines, it may be ex- 
deferibed, pefted that wc Ihould fubjoin a particular defeription of them 
here: but, as that would unavoidably carry us beyond our 
bounds, we ll*dll content ourfelves with referring our readers 
to what wc have faid on this head in the laft feflion, when we 
were clefcribing the metropolis of Peeking **; and only mention 
here that AateV part of it called the of audience, where 
foreign ambafladors are admitted to the imperial prefence, ib 
o^de^ to give them a clearer idea of that auguft ceremony. 
Jhillofau- This noble fabric Hands in one of the inner courts of the 
dunce palace, and in the centre of a fquare foiid bafis, of an extra- 
fetibed. ordinary bignefs, the top of which is furrounded by a fpa- 
cious baluHrade, and over it another building fomewhat lefs, 
and over that three more, all decrcaling in fize as they do in 
height, and all of them of while marble. On the upper- 
moft of thefe is a large rot>m of Hate, fupported by four 
rows of pillars of a confiderable height, and beautifully gilt 
and varnilhed, where the imperial tlirone is placed, and the 
roof covered with fhining yellow tiles. Thofe vaft bafes,. 
with their baluftrades, which are dipofed in form of an am¬ 
phitheatre, make a magnificent app>’araiice j and, with their 
Reception varniflv and gilding, quite dazzle ti e eye. Here the empe- 
efambef- vor, attended by a great number of his grandees, and prime 
fiidhri, minifters, in their robes, by the pi .nces of the blood, tribu¬ 
tary kings, dre. all proHrate on their faces before the throne, 
and each of them at a proper diftance from it, according to 
their rank, gives audience to the ambafiador8,,who are con- 
dufteJ to the throne by feme of the vi< eroys in waiting. The 
throne is raifed about three or four feet from tfie ground, in 
the failiioiiof an altar, and coveied with fables, on which the 
emperor fits crofs-legged, after the manner of the Tartars. 
The throne It is placed againft the farther wall, facing the eaftem cn- 
ekferibed. 

^ See before, p. 23, & feq. 
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trance; and opena with two fi:>lding<doors» borionily darved 
and painted* It is abont three fathoms high, and as many in 
breadth ; and before it are two afcents, With Gx fteps each, 
adorned with rails beautifhlly wrought and gilt. The plat¬ 
form on which it is raifed is likewife encompafled with a ba-» 
luftrade of curious workmanihip, and either o£» beaten gold> 
or of fUver deeply gUt. 

The hall itfelf is about thirty fathoms long, and ten broad; 
the fides and top curioufly pannelled, carved and varniihed; 
and the floor covered wi^ C£urpet 3 reprefenting landfchapes 
and hifiories, with variety of figures and ornaments* As to 
what relates to the ceremony of receiving, and giring audience 
to, foreign ambafladors, the reader may fee the moft material 
part of it in the next note (D), as we have chiefly taken it from 
the relation which his excellency Mr. hbrands Idesy formerly 

ambaflador 

(D) He was, he fays, cpn- had neither gold nor jewels 
darted to the palace by three about him. 
mandarins, in their robes of He was afterwards invited to 
flate, richly embroidered with an entertainment at court, to 
gold on the breaft and back, which he was conduded by the 
lome with figures of dragons, fame attendance as before; and, 
others with lions, and a third after having crolied fix eourts, 
fort with cranes and tygers. was introduced into the palace, 

Tbefe brought him fifty horfes where, foon after his entrance, 
for him and his retinue j and, the emperor feated himfelf on a 
being alighted at the gate of the high throne, ai tended by fome 
outward court, he pafled thro' perfons who played very finely 
five others, and came to the on the fmall flute, and a life- 
hall of audience. Here he guard of twelve men with hal- 
found his majefty feated upon Herts gilt, and without any 
his throne, attended by a vaft point, out adorned with leo- 
number of mandarins, and de> pards and tygers tails. As foon 
livered his credentials to him; as the en^ror was feated, the 
and, after a ihort fpeech, was muficceafed, and the halberdiers 
recondufted to his hoale with fat down crofs legged on each 
the fame ceremony and attend- fide of the throne* The vice* 
ance. The emperor was drefled roy, the emperor's uncle, and 
in a dark -coloured damalk two other grandees, flood on 
waiftcoat, a coat of deep-blue each fide of his majefty ; and 
fattin, lined with* ermines; he the ambaflador was at firft placed 
had a firing of coral about his about eight yards diftance from 
neck, and on his head a cap him, but was prefently after or- 
faced with, fable, with a led dcred to come nearer to him. 
filk tuA or knot, and feme pea- The viceroy, who recrived hip 
cock’feathers hanging down be- majefty's command on his knees, 
hind, and boots or bulkins of conduced him, by the hand, 
black velvet on his legs; but* four yards nearer to the throne, 

I z whUll 
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attbaflaior to the emperor Shang-tu from the czar of Mu/covjft 
hath given us of his ownThat ai Father CmpU was in¬ 
deed fomewhat difiereat from it; wiuch may be Tuppofed to have 


* Chap. 14, & feq. 


whilii his retinue were placed 
about ten or twelve yards be¬ 
hind him. Here the emperor 
ient again the viceroy to inquire 
after the czar's health ; and re¬ 
turned his excellency's anfwer 
to him in the fame kneeling 
podure: 

The covering of the empe¬ 
ror’s table, which was of yel¬ 
low damaflc, being taken off, 
the ambaffador, who had one 
fpread for himfelf, was defired 
to fall to, as were alfo about 
200 mandarins more, who were 
feaed two and two at their ta¬ 
bles alfo. They all fat crofs- 
legged upon carpets, and the 
ambaffador was forced to fub- 
mit to that nneafy pofture. The 
entertainment confifted of cold 
meats and fruits: and, among 
the former, the emperor fent 
his excellency a cold goofe, a 
pig, and a Imn of mutton, all 
roafted. 'I'hme Jefuits l^ing 
afterwards feift for to ferve as 
interpreters, 'and having paid 
their refpedts to the throne on 
their knees, one of them was 
ordered to alk his excellency 
feveral queftions concerning his 
journey, the length and manner 
of it; and, having communi¬ 
cated his anfwer to the empe¬ 
ror, the viceroy was again bid 
to bring him nearer to his 
throne; and, having led him 
hve or fix Heps higher, fet him 
at the table oppofite to the im¬ 
perial one, where, after many 
Mher queftions, a golden cup 


filled with iu/ais (a ^urtarian 
liquor, faid to be diftilled from 
mares milk) was handed to him 
by the viceroy; and, after his 
having drank fome of it, his 
retinue, being ordered to ad¬ 
vance five or fix yards nearer, 
were treated likewife with it. 
Prefently after that ceremony, 
the viceroy conduced him to 
his former place ; where, after 
having fat about a quarter of 
an hour, the emperor arofe; 
and, faluting.him, retired to his 
own apartment; and then the 
mandarins condufled his excel¬ 
lency to fee a Chinefe play of 
the heroic kind, and interlarded 
with a farce of two a£ts 

In his audience of leave, he 
obferved a new kind of cere¬ 
mony, which was ufed upon the 
emperor's being feated on his 
throne; vix,. a herald calling 
aloud to the grandees then pre- 
fent to ftand up, and bow them- 
felves to the earth ; which they 
did three times, the drums beat¬ 
ing, mafic playing, and bells 
ringing, all the while. His ex- 
celtency was afterwards brought 
up, and placed within nine or 
ten yards of the throne, be¬ 
tween two Tartarian lords, and 
there made his compliments to 
the emperor; after which, he 
was reconduAed to his^ own 
houfe with thip ufual ceremony, 
and in one of the emperor's cha¬ 
riots, drawn by an elephant 
(^ 3 ). 




(13} h^rands Un AwhqjJj^ e, 4, & 
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beea moi« fultablc to the character in which he appeared, or 
perhaps, as likdy. to the mourning which the emperor and 
court were then in for the death of his mother, who there¬ 
fore chofe to be feen in that flate. rather than in the ufual 
. fplendor of a Chinefe monarch *. However, either of thofe 
audiences fudiciently ihews the poUtenefs and magaificence of 
that court, as well as the vaft refpeft it pays to its princes. 

W E have already taken notice, that the Chinefe laws had ‘The Chi- 
their original from the canonical bodes of the firft and fecond nefe Umot 
rank, of which books we have given an account in a forma- « 
part of this work*. But, as their monarchs are the foie in- 
terpreters of them, fo that no fentence can be valid, whether ^^®^'**”^** 
in civil or criminal cafes, how conformably foever to thofe 
laws, till it hath been ratified and confirm^ by them ; and 
as all the edicts and declarations have the force of laws, and 
admit of no difpute or demur, under the fevereft pendties, 
fo one may fay that the foie leglflative power is lodged in their 
breaft, and wholly depends upon their will. Whether their 
power was antiently fo extenlive, we dare not fay ; the con¬ 
trary feems rather more piobable, both from their hiuory, 
and from the imperial coUefrions of edicts of the fevcral dy- 
nafties, fmee compiled by order of the emperor Kar^-hiy with 
jiis judicious remarks at the end of almofl every one, and 
written with the red peincil, that is, with his own hand, and 
tranflated into Latin by Father Hervieu, one of the miffion- 
aries in China. From both thefe if appears, that fcveral of 
thofe antient emperors have repealed and annulled fome of 
their old eflablifhed laws ; and fubflituted others in their flead, 
which they thought more beneficial to thd commonwealth, 
though it muH; be alfo owned, that they feem rather, from 
the tenor of their declarations, to have recommended the do¬ 
ing of it to their fupreme courts and councils, than to have 
done it by their foie authority : fuch, for inftance, were fome ^ 
of the declarations of the emperor Ven-tL in one of which, their 
viz, agaioft profccuting thofe that criticlfed upon the x^iennihent de^ 
form of government, after having given his reafons againfl 
the law that condemned them to be profecuted, he concludes 
in thefe words: No s J can never fuffer the continuation of 
fuch a laWf ahd therfore let it be repealed ; and in another, 
which fubjefted the parents, children, and relations, of a 
^iminal, to the fame punifhment, which he calls a cruel and 
tmjujl onct he concludes with faying, fuch that law feems tat 
me, <f which / camot fee the good tendency : let it he maturely 

* State of China, part i. let. a. ^ See befove, Un, 

Hift. voT; XX. p. u6, & feq. 
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delih^aiedf whither it be not maffary to have if re^epded. We, 
(halt give our readers tiut Tobfiance of two or thi^othtf fucll 
^eedaratiobs in the. margin (S), that they may fee not only liow 

much 

(K) That againft involving it to include^ in the funifiment of * 
the innoc^t delations in the a malefaSor^ his father ^ his sm-' 
punilhment of a criminal, runs ther, his wifet and dnldren f 
in words to this effeft: ** Laws, Ven-ti was for the ahdlijbing of 
being the rules of govern- that law, and therefore we may 
** ment, ought to be faultlefs ; conclude him to have been a good 
** and flioufd not only punifli prince. 

the guilty, but protect the Another declaration of the 
♦* innocent: yet I find, among fame emperor Fen-ti, for the 
f* our laws, one ftill in force, promoting of agriculture, is to 
“ by which, when a man is the following purport: ** They 
cnminai, his father, mother, ** who have the government of 
wife, and children, arc in- the people in their hands, 

** volved in his punifliment, and ** ought to infpire them with 
** the leaft punilhment they ** all poflible concern for what- 
** have to dread is flavcry, ever contributes to the good 
** This law I can by no means ** of the iiate : fuch, without 
** approve of: it is a fure ma- ♦« doubt, is agriculture. 

xim, that laws, when per* ** For this reafon 1 have been 
“ feilly juft, are the fureft *< recommending it to them, 

** means of keeping the people thefc ten years; yet I do not 

** in their duty, Wnen punifti- obferve that they have fufti- 
“ ment faUs only on the head ciently cultivated their new 
of the guilty, all the world ‘ grounds?^ or caufed a greater 
♦‘commends the judgment. plenty of grain : on the con- 
The firftduty of a magiftrate ‘ trary, I fee hunger and want 
is, to guide the people like a ‘ painted on the face of the 

“ good fliephc'd, and to pre- * poor. Surely either the ma- 

vent their going aftray. If * giftrates.andfubordinateoffi- 
“ our magiftrates have not fuc- ‘ cers. have not had a doc re- 
“ ceeded in this, and have Hill ‘ gard to my ordinances on 
“ laws to judge by, which are * this head, or they are un- 
“ not conliftent with the ftridl- * fit for the rank they poftefi,' 
eft equity, thofe laws, though * Alas ! if the magiftrates, who^ 
“ well defigned at firft, torn to ‘ are immediate witneftes of the 
“ the prejudice of the people, * people’s mifery, arc regard* 
‘‘ and favour of cruelty,” Such Jefs of it, what c 0 e&uw re* 

is the law I have mentioned ; medy cait I, CPply for their 

and therefore the emperor relief; this mim bethought 

hi'o remark upon it is as fm- * of. In the mean time I re- 
lows : • nut half oif my revenue i»' 

Thefe wife princes t the antient ■* grain for the current year.” 
[Chinele] emperors, often de- The empdrof r#fie-( 

fesndedfront the majefiy of their xion upon it is no Icfs remark- 
throae,^ to bewail and weep over ably beautiful; ai^d runs, to this 
fhe gui^. How unree/enable if efifedb: Uedthitsg edn be more 
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•Much (poici thofe excellent monarchs had the peace and Cmdefcnt' 
welfare of their fubjedls at. heart, but alfo how tender 

they 

than this declaratiant or more ai- ** not hitherto omitted the year- 
mirahly estpreffed ; e^ven to this ** ly difcharge of thofe ceremo- 
day it is affeSHng, andnuhatmuji ** nies prefcribed to Shang-tit 
it have heen viben it was firji and to my anceilors; yet I 
puhli/htd? ** am fenfiblc, that, in thofe 

Thereader may fee, by thefe ** ceremonies, none of thofe 
two inftances, in how amiable a ** antient and wife princes had 
manner they endeavoured to in* any view to theirown private 
force the obfervance of their fa* ** intereft, or offered up their 
Itttary edifis, and the repealing ** petitions for what is common- 
of fuch old laws as tended to ** ly termed happinefs. On the 
the detriment, rather than the contrary, they fet all conft* 

peace and fafety, of their fub- derations of blood or family* 

je£ts; and in how different a *' intereft afide, to promote an 
ftyle they recommended the one, ** able worthy man, though no 
aid condemned the other, from way related to them, and 
what we ufuallyobferve, noton* preferred the wife coui^l of 
ly in moft of the other eaftern another to their own natural 

monarchs, but even among inclinations. Nothing can be 

thofe in our weftern kingdoms, more commendable or wife 

where their power is neither fo than fuch a difintereftednefs 

extenftve, nor their wealth or in great princes, 

ftrengthfo great, to fapportthem ** A ptclent L am given to 

in their tyrannic |||||ernment. underftand, thatmany officers 

The reader may rer. a much ftrive to outdo one another 
greater number of them in the in their prayers for the good 
above-mentioned colledion, all fortune, of who ? not of my 
running in the fame gentle and people, but of my perfon. 
fatherly ftrain. We {hall only ** This is what cannot by any 
fingle out one more, which, for means be agreeable to me¬ 
lts excellence in this way, may Could I approve that officers 
be termed an original in its unmindful of their duty, and 
kind. It is from the fame ad- unattentive to the welfare of 
mirable prince; and the occa- mv people, (hould be wholly 
iion of it, the many conftant talcen up with promoting that 
prayers andfupplications offered ** of a prince who has fo little 
by his minifters on his behalf, ** merit as I have, 1 (hould 
whilft they negletfted their duty ** think it no inconftderable ad- 
towards his febjeds. It is to “ dition to my other failings, 
this purport: * I therefore ordain, that my 

** I am liow arrived at the “ officers, inftead of their pom- 

** 14th year of my reign; and “ pous petitions for me, do 

** the longei* it ct^otinues, the ** give all poffible applicatioB 

** more I am fenfible of, and ** to a conlcientious difcharge 

** confounded at, my want of “ of their duty.” 

** Abilities ahd though 1 have This declaration, like, moft 

L 4 otherit 
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they were of wounding the anticnt coniHthticm of the 
empire by too defpotic a ufe of their power and authority^ 
for one may plainly fee, that it was chiefly owing to this 
ftrift obfervance of the fundamentals of their government, 
that the Chinefe have Ijieen able to preferve it in fuch wealth 
and fplcndonduring fo long a feries of ages ; and ftiU conti¬ 
nue to do, even under a foreign yoke. It is no lefs vifible 
liliewife, that the prefent peace, wealth, and grandeur, which 
both they and the Tartars enjoy under this new fett of em¬ 
perors, is no Icfs owing to the tender regard which thefe 
have, as far as polTible, ftiewn to the autient Chinefe confliitu- 
hnitatedby = and one may plainly judge how much the late emperor 
the Tarta- Kang-hi admired it, as W'ell from the flridl obfervance he paid 
rian m- to it, as from the judicious reflexions he made on the decla- 
ferors. rations above-mentioned. We may add, that he could not 
have fallen upon a more effedlual means to endear the Chinefe 
nation to him, and make his yoke fit eafy upon them, than by 
caufing thofe declarations of the beft antient Chinefe kings to 
be coliedled and publifhed, with his fagacious animadverfions 
and encomiums upon them ; by which he feemed to give them 
a moral fecurity, that he defigned to make them the model of 
his own conduft and governmentAccordingly we find, 
that he admitted none in his colleftion, but thofe which ci¬ 
ther propofed the repealing of fuch old laws as were mani- 
feftly hurtful to the fubjefls, or the ena^ing fuqh new ones 
as were befl: calculated to promote .$hd|||pSice and w’elfare ; 
as the reader may fee by the heads of tl^rooft remarkable of 
them, which he will find in the next note (F), 

W* 


V See Dv Halde Engl, vol, i. p*454, & feq. 

ethers, is fubfcribed, and much Ven-ti afcribed all the defeat 
approved, by the wife emperor that happened in the Hate to his 
Kttng-bi ; and with this judi- own felf; but with regard to 
cieus obfervation, that it is a happinefs, he dildained it all, 
man's virtue, and not the offer, except where his fubje6ls had 
ings and prayers of other peo- their common fliare in it; in 
pie, that draws down blelftngs which he was a worthy imitator 
from Tyen (heaven) upon him ; and fucceflbr of our antiei^ 
to which our author adds an,ob- monarchs (24). 
fervation of one of the famed (F) Befidettbe three Angular 
literati, named Tfing-tt-yeWfViYiis ones above-mentioned, the cot-' 
flourifhed under the dynaffy of le£lion mentions thefe that AdI- 
$ongi That the good emperor low: 

I 24i See fl'rmen's 0 bove fueted^ Pu]3el4d*verfim efit^ aatfrJf 

verj^ea of ihat^ vb1^4^ />. 154 , - 
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We may farther obferve under this head, from the tewdr 7 heir «»- 
of leveral of thofe imperial declasations, that though 

ChmefeP^*fi^h 

degreeu 

4. A'declaration of the fame brand, hut rather prove a peans 
emperor Fen-ti, on occalion of of their amendment, and being 
an eclipfe of the fun, in the days reHored to the common privi- 
of Hatt ; wherein he acknow- leges of a fubjeft. 

leges that phenomenon to be^a 6. Another of the fame, char¬ 

warning from Tyen (heaven), ging all his minifters, from the 
both to him and his fubjeds, of highed to the lowed, to inquiry 
fome future calamity; and, as after men of the mod approved 
bad princes often draw them virtue, merit, learning, 6fr. and 
upon the people, he dedres his to prefentthem to him; and, in 
minidersand i'tibjeds to examine the mean time, that thofe, who 
with the utmoddridnefs into his were in the highed pods, Hiould 
condad, and to acquaint him adid ip examining th^ibur fol- 
with what they dnd amifs in ic,^ lowing effential points; •viz. i. 
that he may, by his reformation. His daily and pcrfonal faults, 
and good example, induce them 2. The defeds of the prefent 
to do the like, and thereby avert adminidration. 3. The ijjjufr 
the threatening omen. One of tice of the magidrates. 4. 'i'he 
the glodes upon it adds, that neccihties of the people, 
this is the drd time that a CJbi- 7. Another of the fame, giv- 
ntfe emperor had, upon fuch an ing his reafons for putting an 
qccaiion, defired to be told of end to a bloody and expendve 
his faults ; but that, iince the war, and making peace with 
days of Veu-tiy mang; of thofe Taaj-sf, a Tartarian prince, on 
monarchs had followed his ex- the north of Chinuy and which 
ample. he concludes with thefe remark- 

5. A declaration of the fame, able words: In this year, I cox 
for exchanging fome fevere mu- fay 1 have acquitted wyfelf of the 
tilations, inflided on offenders, firjl duty incumbent ott a prince^ 
into fome milder punilhments. •which is, to eftablijh peace in bis 
In this the good emperor be- family. 

wails himfel^ that under the 8. Another of the fame, in 
reign of 5 bsm, a prince of ex- which he exhorts his fubjeds to 
traordinary wifdom, the execu- give him their advice in his ad- 
ting delinquents in efKgie was miniftration, to fend him people 
deemed fuiicient to keep people of virtue and experience, to af- 
within their duty; whereas, in fift him with their coanfels,and 
his days, the moil fevere muti- to apply and fpeak to him with 
lations, fuch as*cutting o£F the freedom. This declaration pro- 
|iofe, hand, foot, branding in cored him a memorial from 
the forehead, could not deter one of his head minifters, fo- 
men from the blackeii; crimes, much to his liking, that he if- 
However, be ordains the ex- fued out a 
changing of thefe for fuch other 9th, to the fame purpofe with 
punimments, which, tho* ievere the former, but ftill more ear- 
acooxdine to the nature of the ueft and preffing, to the reft of 
ftuui net fix an indelihle hi 5 oiiicers,tocomeaodacquajnt 

him 
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be cried up as fuch an excdlent model of 
gcyvernment, yet it had originally, or at leaA ahtiratly, ftve« 
ral fevere law^, that favoured rather of tyranny, than of a 
well-calculated podity between the prince and his fubjeAs. Of 
this nature was that which condemned all the relatkxis of a 
criminal to the fame punilhmentudth him .; and another which 
hurried the condemned perfons to execution, without allow¬ 
ing them a fuMcient refpite for farther uquiry; fo that great 
numbers of guiltlefe pmons had been unjulhy pnt to death, 
whofe innocence had manifeftly appeared ^terwards, when it 
was too late. The reader may fee many others of the fame na¬ 
ture in the lift below, as likewife in that dF thofe new ones fince 

him with every defeft in the ad- prefling alt anneceflary expences 
sninifiration, and to advife him of equipages, clothes, entertain- 
how to remove them in the molt ments, weddings, houfes, farni- 
efleftual manner. ture, gardens, ponds, and 

10. A declaration of the em- forbimiing all people to go be- 

peror Suen-ti, ordering perfons yond their rank in any of mefe. 
remarkable for their filial piety 13. A declaration of theem- 
to bt prefented to him, out of peror for the reforma- 

every government in his em- tion of mufic, and fupprefling 
pire, in order to their being that kind of it which infpired 
promoted by him according to people with wantonncfs and 
meir merit. efleminacy, and difcharging his 

11. Another of the fame, own band of muiicians, by way 

which grants an exemption from of example to his fabjefts, and 
all attendance on public fervice by which, the glofs obferves, he 
to riiofe who had loft their fa- faved the yearly falary of 440 
ther or mother, s^^ndfather or perfons. We (hall go no far- 
grandmother, tUftbey had per- ther with them; but only ob- 
rormed all the ufual duties of ferve, that thefe excelleut de- 
xnournlng to fuch parents. What claradons from the throne com* 
thefe duoes are, will be feen in monly produced fome good me- 
the feqoel. morvals, or difcourfes, on the , 

la. Another of the fame, hy fubjea they treated of j which 
which he dii'penfed, for the fct- were handled with fuch polite- 
ture, with a fon's accufing his nefs, and ftrength of reafoning, 
parents, or a wife her huiband; that they feldom failed of tho 
Mt made it capital for a father defired me&: they being chiefly 
or a huiband to conceal certain written by fome of the wifeft 
crimes 6f his fon, or of his and moft experienced miniftexs 
wife. of thofe monarclts, and by thofe 

12. A declaration of the em- confirmed, anddepofited in theu 
peror Ching-ti to the great mini- archives, for the benefit of thoie 
fters of his empire, recommend- that were to ^me after (25). ‘ 
ing to them the care of fnp- 

{xs) Su Htrvieu'i CtlhBim Jht HtUt's mtoytn if it, tui tbt 
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nailed, by which it will plainly appear, that the CUmfi go* 
fonment did not n'ihrte to that mildnefs and excellency, ^tby 
dx^iees, and diat it chiefiy owing to thofe wiie and good 
princes, who made it their chin Andy to reform and improve 
K by their wholi^e edifts, and laudable example. 

Neithex can it be faid that this reformatioi^ hath been cru* 
eflfefbially and univerfally compl^d, as to anfwer the great tltmfiiU 
charafter which fome have given us of this government; wit- 
nefs the corruption and depravity which AUl reign amongA 
ihem; and the great power, or rather tyranny, which the 
viceroys, or governors, Aill mccrt againA the fnbjefts, in the 
fines and corporal puniAiments they infliff upon them : for 
though, as we hinted above, no criminal can put to death, 
according to their laws, till the emperor hath confirmed the 
fentence, yet whether the reduemg them to b^ary by fines 
and confifeation, torture and imprifonments, or baAonading 
them till they expire under the blows, or become poor mifer- 
able cripples by it, as is commonly, and impunely, done by 
thofe mercilefs mandarins, be not much more cruel than the 
worA death the law condemns any criminal to, and do.not 
argue a defeat in their conAitution, more fit to be reformed 
than any of thofe mentioned in thefe declarations, will hardly 
admit of a queAion. 

Their punifhments areeither capital, as incafesof rebellion. Various 
murder, drc. corporal, as in Icfier crimes, or pecuniary. Rebel- 
lion and treafon, being eAcemed the greateA of all crimes, are 
punifhed with the greateA rigour, viz. by cutting the criminal.^^ 
into 10,000 pieces, in the following manner: The executiona*,-/®*» 
having lirA tied him to a Aake, tears the (kin off his forehead 
and head, and lets it hai^ over his eyes, to prevent, as fome tell 
us, his feeii^ how dreadmlly the reA of his body is mang^; he 
next fiafhes the other parts with a kind of cutlafs, till he hath 
cut sdmoft all his fielh in. pieces; and then abandons him to 
the erndty of the gazing populace, who commonly difpatch 
him in the fame butcherly manner. This puftiihment, how- 
ev^, is feldom executed to the laA rigour, unlefs it be und^ 
fome cruel princes ; for, according to the law, it confiAs only 
in cutting the body of the crimind into feveral piaes, ripping 
up his belly, jqid taldng out his entrails, and throwing the 
carcafe into a niva*, or ditch, as is commonly done tognmt 
malefafbors (G), The 

* Du Haldi En^I. vol. i. p. 413, & feq. Martini, Lb 
C oMPTS, &al. 

(G) This pnmfliment, as was nfed to be iuflidted on all the 
hinted in the laft note bat one, near relations of the criminal, 

tUl 
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The next crime to rebellion, or treaibn, agalnl): the empe* 
tbr, is that againll the parents, which is punillM:d with the 
iame, if not greater, feverity. In this cafe, if a father chaises 
his fon with it before a magiilrate, no farthei^roof is required, 
and the criminal is immediately condemned and executed, tho* 
Ht be but for obftinace difobedience, or difrefpefl; but if it 
amounts to a higher guilt, fuch as mockery, infult, or lifting 
up a hand againll them, efpecially fb-lking them, the whole 
country is alarmed, and the appointing of his punifhment re- 
ferved for the emperor himfelf. In this laft cafe, the magif- 
trates of the place are turned out with difgrace, and the whole 
neighbourhood is threatened with fome fevere punilhment, for 
having given birth to a monfter, and fufFered it to grow by 
degrees to tliat pitch of wickednefs, without informing their 
governors of it. The criminal is condemned to be cut, like 
a traitor or rebel, into 10,000 pieces, and afterwards burnt; 
his lands, hoiife or houfes, and the houfes next to his, to 
be deftroyed, and to remain fo, as a monument againft fo 
deteftable a aime (H), 

Murder 


rill the emperor Ven-ti caufed 
that cruel law to be repealed : 
and it may, in the fame manner, 
have been mitigated, with re> 
fped to the execution of the cri¬ 
minal, by that or fome other 
monarch, tho* orij^inally it was 
performed according to the let¬ 
ter, and as the name of the pu- 
niihment implies; fo that one 
may truly fay of fome of the 
antient laws of China^ what the 
Greeks faid of thofe of Draco the 
Athenian lawgiver, that they 
were written in blood (26), till 
they were afterwards mitigated 
by princes of a milder dilpofi- 
rion. 

(H) There is no duty which 
the Cbinefe laws fo mudi re¬ 
quire, or lay fo great a ftrefs on, 
as obedience to parents, whofe 
authority reaches, in fome cafes, 
even beyond their funeral, as 
we ihall ihew in the fequel. 


Even the emperors are obliged 
by them to ihew as deep a re- 
fpedl to them as the meaneft of 
their fubjects; and we read of 
one of them, who, having ba- 
niihed his own mother for en. 
tertaining a criminal converfa- 
tion with one of his courtiers,' 
was fo importnned by his mini- 
niilers and fubjeds with peti¬ 
tions for her recall, and with 
daily remQnftranccs againft his 
breach of filial duty, in baniih- 
ing her, that he was forced at 
length to yield to them, though 
not till he had tried to deter 
them from applying to him in 
her behalf, not omy by fome 
fevere edifis, bjtt by patting to 
death feveral of thofe zealous in- 
terceifors: infomuch that his 
grandees entered into a combi¬ 
nation not to let one day pafs, 
without one of them preferring 
a petition to him in their turn. 


( 26 ) ^te itfore, Vniv, ^ff* 


ritough 
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‘ " Murder b Ukcwifc pwniflied with death, according to the Murder 

Datnre of it. If a man kills his advetfary in a duel, he is puiUfiedly 

ftracgled, which b there reckoned the lefler punilhment; hvit ftrongling 

if by aflajSination, or with any aggravating circumftanccs, he 

b beheaded, which is reckoned the more dilhonourable, be- 

caufe hb head, the prmcipal part of a man, is fevered from 

the body, fo that he doth not go out of the world with thfc 

feme intire body with which he came into it: in either cafe, 

perfons above the common rank are always carried to the 

place of execution either in a fedan, or a covered cart. The 

emperor, when he confirms any of thefe fentences of death, 

commonly fubfcribes the dead warrant according to the nature 

of the crime; as, when it is of an atrocious kind, with 

thefe words. As Joan as this order is received by you, let him. 

be executed 'without any delay: but when the crime is of a 

common nature, and hath nothing to aggravate it, he writes 

this fentence under it. Let the criminal be kept in prifon till 

autumn, and then be executed ; for there is a fixed day in 

that feafon, on which all crimirals of this nature are to be 

put to death thro’ the empire *. 

* » 

* Du Halde Engl. vol. i. p. 313, & feq. Martini, Le 
COMPTE, & al. 


though fare to be cut off for it 
on the fpot, till they had carried 
their point. Accordingly two 
of them came on different days, 
and were immediately put to 
death; and on the next came a 
third, who brought his herfe and 
coffin with him, and left it at 
the gate of the palace ; and, 
finding the emperor ftill more 
incenfed at what he called his 
snfolence, fpoke to him to this 
effeft: What Jhall wc loje by 
our death, hut the fight of a prince 
upon whom we cannot look but 
with horror andamazcfnrnt ? Since 
you will 6ot hear us, we will go 
andfiek your,ttnd the emprefsyour 
mother s, ancefors ; they will 
" bear our complaints: and you will 
probably, in the dad'k Jiienceof the 
night, hear our afid their ghofts 


reproach you for your ityuftice. 
This noble fpeech drew upon 
him the moft cruel death that 
monarch could devife j which 
was, however, fo far from deter¬ 
ring, that it fpurred a number 
of other mandarins to follow his 
example, and to come daily to 
die martyrs to the caufe j till the 
emperor, wearied with facri- 
ficing fo many worthy lives, and 
fearing it might occafion feme 
revolt, was at length obliged to 
recall her j fo tenacious is the 
Chinefe lidUon of their antient 
laws with refpeft to this filial 
duty (27), that they would not 
fulFer a monarch to fhew a juft 
^ refentmentagainft amother who 
had fo fhamefully fullied the ho¬ 
nour of his family. 


^ay) Le Csmpte, part 2, letter i. Martini Idfi Sinit, 1 . lu, imp. 28, Sf al. 
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Multeiy Adolteilt is fo far from bdtigefleemed a cajsital crima 
cartel, by dui Chimfii that foin«fondl parents, out of a tender regard 
for thdr daug^rs w^tknefs, will contract with their future 
hu/bands, in confideration of fome valuable prefent, to allow 
them the liberty of indulging themlelves now^and-dien with 
a gallant, wit;hout being called to an account for it. But^ 
where no fuch precaution hath been taken before marriage, 
the huiband hath power to inflifl fome corporal puniihment 
on a wife whenever fhe tranfgrefies, cv elfe to divorce her 
from him ; and, if the adulterer hath committed any violence 
in the fai^l:, he may be fued and punilhed for it, either by a 
pecuniary or corporal puniftiment, according to the fentence 
of the mandarin or judge before whom he is brought. How¬ 
ever, the women here value themfelves fo much, at leaft out¬ 
wardly, for their modefly and conjugal fidelity, and are be- 
fides kept fo clofely (hut up by their hulbands, and under fo 
great a reftraiiit, that cafes of this nature very feldom happen. 
SaJIonada^ NEITHER is theft Capitally punilhed, unlefs it be aggra- 
Ifcnu gi. vated by fome otheV circumftances. Thofe that are guilty of 
it, are either condemned to the baftonado, that is, to receive 
fuch a number of blows of a cudgd on their back or but¬ 
tocks, lying with their faces downwards on the ground, as 
the magifirate, who prefides, (hall appoint. After which, if 
the offender be able, he is to kneel down before him, and 
thank him for his kind corredion ; though one blow would 
be fufficient to lame a man, if the executioner was not bribed, 
as we are told they frequently are. Even the mandarins are 
liable to this puniihment, which (he\vs that it is not reckoned 
a very fcandalous one : however, we are told, that there are 
fome fort of fiurdy fellows, who, for a fum of money, will 
let themfelves out to receive it in the room of the offender ^ 5 
which, if true, difcovers either the weaknefs or corruption of 
the magiftrate. 

Theft When the theft is of a higher nature, the offender is 
puniped. condemned to the Kan-ghe^ or wooden ruff, which is a tdnd 
Kan- of portable pillory, confifiing of two pieces of wood, hed* 
S"®* lowed in the middle, fo as to fit the neck of the offender, and 
*ruff ® breadth, that the wearer can neither fee his own 

/inheJ‘ ^ mouth, fo that he ;nuft be be¬ 

holden to fome other perfon for his food. It is made heavier 
or lighter, according to the nature of the crime, or the favour 
of the mandarin: the llghteff are about 40 or 50, and fome 
of them even 200, pounds weight; and fo .troublefome and 
grievous to the perfbo, that many of them, through pain, 

f La CoifPTt, 8c at.‘fop. citat. 
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hulig^, want of tieep; ^c. dk on^er it (I). The time of 
wearing it is likewife appointed by the mandarin, and written, 
together with the nature of the crime, on two labels, one of 
which is pafted before, and the other behind, the wooden 
collar, which is commonly between four and fix inches thick. 

The place where the offender is condemned to wev it, is com¬ 
monly at the gate of fome temple, fomc public fquare, or fuch 
parts of the city as are moft frequented. When the time is 
expired, he is brought back to the mandarin ; and, after a 
fuitable reprimand and admonition, and a found drubbing, 
which commonly b^ins and ends every fuch punifhment, he 
is releafed from his burden, and fet at liberty. Even women 
are fometimes, tho’ not fo frequently as men, liable to that 
punifhment; particularly we read of a bonzefs, who was con¬ 
demned to it by a mandarin for incontinency (K), and to be 
expelled her convent. 

TasRB 

F (I) We arc told, however, no complaint made ag^ft him 
that they find means to render for his too fevere fentence (28). 
this wooden ruff more fupport- (K) Thefe bonzefles are a 
able, fome by procuring friends kind ofnuns, wbodedicate them- 
to walk before, behind, and on felves to the worfhip and fer- 
each fide, and lending their' vice of fome of thofe temples or 
ihottlder tohelptobearit. Some idols we have formerly deferi- 
reft it on a table, or a bench, or bed, and are obli|ed to abftain 
upon four fticks of a proper from all converie with men; 
length, to heave it from their and, on that account, are incloi- 
ihouidors i others get a chair, fter^ in large monafieries, like 
made with four pillars, to fup- thofe of the and Greek 

port it j and others lie on their church. The ofiender we men- 
bellies, and ftare about on the tioned above was one of them, 
fpeflators, as through the hole but had been unfortunately got 
of a pillory : neverthelefs, when with child ; upon which, being 
they are of chatmonfirous weight brought before the tribunal, the 
as to exceed 100 pounds, and of prefixing mandarin condemned 
a breadth and thicknefs piopor- her to wear the '^wooden collar, 
tioHable, no way nor pofture on which was palled, as ufual, a 
canmakethemfupportable; and label, fpercifying her crime, with 
yet, if the perfon is in ever fo this addition, that if any man 
p;reat a danger of dying under would marry her, Ihe fiiould be 
11;, none of the o^ers about him releafed from it, and the man 
dare take it ofiv to give him eafe, receive from the mandarin an 
except the mandarin, who or> ounce and half of filver, to 
dered it to be pot on, be well defray the expences of the 
bribed, and order it off; and, if ceremony, that is, one third 
he dies under it, there can be part to pay the muficians, and 
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TStske are certain. enQrmities, for which the of&ndera are 
tramt Oft the forehead, or on the two cheeks, with a Chinee 
character, h^fying the crime: for others they condemn to 
baniihment, which is often perpetual, if the place be any part 
of Tartary; and thefe are commonly condemned tp receive a 
certain number of blows of the baftonado, according to the 
nature of their crime, before they fet out. In fome cafes, 
they condemn the offender to tow or row in the imperial barks 
for a certain fpace, which feldom exceeds three years. Some 
other punifhments they have for lefler offences, fuch as carry¬ 
ing a weight on their heads from fix to ten or more pounds, 
according to the dire^lion of the mandarin who prcfides at 
the tribunal. 

They ufe two forts of torture in C/>:na, to extort confeffion; 
the ordinary one, which is however very acute and painful, is 
a kind'of engine, which they clap the hands or feet, or both, 
of the unhappy perfon in, which diftorts the bones to fuch a 
degree, that that on the feet fqueezes the ancle-bone quite 
flat: however, we are told, that they have fome remedies to 
diminifh, or even ftupefy, the exquifitenefs of the pain; and 
others to reflore their limbs in a few days, after having been 
lb terribly diflorted. The extraordinary torture is feldom 
ufed, except in cafes of treafon and rebelUon, and in order 
to make the perfon confefs hi; accomplices, after the faff 
hath been proved. This lafl is done by cutting flight gafhes 
on the body, and ftripping off the fldn in narrow flips or 
fillets *, Thefe are the punifhments mofl: in vogue : fome 
there have been, indeed, of a much more cruel nature, for¬ 
merly inflifted by fome of their tyrannic monarchs, one ia 
particular not unlike in its eflefts, as well as barbarity, to 
that of Phalaris'% bull (L); but thofe princes were not only 

detefted 


* See Du Halde, nbifupra, Pv3i3» & 


the reft to procure a wedding- 
feaft. She foon found a man 
who went and demanded her, 
on thofe conditions, of the man¬ 
darin : who paid him the mo¬ 
ney accordingly, -and delivered 
her up to him, free from her 
lhameful and more Infupportable 
yoke (29). 

(L) 'I'he Chimfe records men¬ 


tion, among other fuch detefted 
tyrants, the emperor C&rw, one 
of whofe concubines, on whom 
he paffionately doated, was the 
inventrefs of this new kind of 
punifhment ca^jcd Peat-lo. It 
was a brafe tower, or column, 
twenty cubits high, and eightin 
diameter, and hollow in the 
middle, widi three openings for 
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detdled during tkdr lifi^ but thdr memory 4 iat]i |)c«i ever 
odious to this day. 

One thing muft be faid in praife <rf the Chmejkt with 
fped to the prifons in which mey coaftne thiqr oimnders; viz, 
that they are much more capacious, airy, and fweet, tham the 
common gaols in Europe^ specially in England, They are “ ^ 

generally large fpacious courts, on whofe fourlides are the 
apartments of the criminals, raifed upon wooden columns in 
the form of a gallery; and on the four corners are fecured the 
more notorious rogues, in llrong cells and fetters; and thefe 
are never let out in the day-time, as the others are, who are 
allowed the freedom of the court, and of converfing with 
each other. The women are confined in a feparate court, 
where no man is admitted to come to them, or even to fpeak 
to them but through a grate, or the turning-box, by which 
their vidfuals, and other necefiorles, are conveyed to them. 

Both prifons are very well guarded, and kept at nights in ^ 
profound filence. The centinels are relieved every hour; the 
refi: of the guard are ordeerd to patrole all the night; fo that 
all attempts of refeue or efcape prove not only vain, but dan¬ 
gerous. Every gaol hath a mandarin, who is trufted with 
the care of it, and is obliged to vifit it frequently ; and, if 
any prifoner is fick, to provide him with a phyfician, and 
proper remedies for his recovery; which is done at the em¬ 
peror's charge. If any dies, the emperor muft be ac¬ 
quainted with it (or, in the other provinces, the viceroy), who 
often fends a foperior mandarin rfiither, to examine whether 
the inferior one hath done his duty. And thus much may 
fufiice for criminal cafes. 

The civil ones arc determined by proper tribunals. We Civil 
took notice in a former feffion, that every city of the iirfi;, eaufisheni 
fecond, and third rank, had their proper courts and Judged, 

the latter fubordinate to the former, and all of them to that of 
the metropolis of the province, unto which a phundfiT or de¬ 
fendant might appeal; or even, paxUng by all the inferior 
ones, bring his caufe to, if he thought he ihould not obtain 
juftice in the inferior ones. In greater matters, a man may 
even appeal to the fupreme tribunal of Pe-king ; but in none 

patting in of fm^. To this they and foon after reduced them to 
faftened the unhappy obje^s, alhes, in the prefence of this 
making them embrace the pillar motiAer of cruely, who it feems 
with their arms and legs A took an unnatural delight in 
great fire was afterwards kin- fuch dreadful fpeftaclcs {39). 
died within it, which roafted, 

(30} Futh, Cantantin a fad Du Haldt, 314* 
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Jfvt ma- of thefe cafes is the appeal, or even the caufe, brought to a 
hy court by lawyers, advocates, and attorneys j but every man 
lanuytri or i$ to be his own counfellor and manager, unlefs he gets per- 
mttorneyj. haps fomc expert perfon to draw up his plaint or cafe for him, 
hmvD-fMts io fuch a manner and form as cufeom requires; which being 
htnu car- done, he is tp bring it himfeif to the tribunal; and, being 
rid on. arrived at the fecond gate, beats on a drum, and then falls on 
his knees, with his hands lifted up as high as his licad, and 
prefents his plaint to the officer in waiting, who comes out to 
him at the found of the drum. This laft takes the paper from 
him, and carries it to the tribunal, where it is examined by 
the judges; and, if the fuit proves to be of a frivolous or 
vexatious nature, or if the plaintiff cannot make good his al¬ 
legations, he is commonly lent home with a found drubbing 
of the baftonado: but if the plaint be juft, and well fup- 
ported, the defendant or accufed is fent for by a proper officer 
of the court, and obliged to appear in perfon, and to make 
the beft defence he can (M). In fome cafes the judges allow 
them a longer day; as when the defendant’s witnelles are at 
fomediftance, or any circumftance happens, that requires a 
further examination; othcrwife the controverfy is decided 
upon the fpot, according to the appearing merit of it. If ei¬ 
ther of the parties is didatisfied with the fentence, he may 
appeal to a fuperior court, and, from that, to a higher; and. 
Whether they do, or not, the judge of the inferior is obliged 
to tranfmit an account of every fuch tryal to the next fuperior 
court, to be there further examined, and be either confirmed 
or cafliiered: for, if the fentence given appear unjuft, the 
fuperior court is obliged not only to reverie it, and do juf- 
ticc to the injured perfon, but to punifti the inferior judge, 

(M) This laft circumftance of fuch as that of the Chinefij to 
fummnning the di^fendant is not forejudge any man, before he 
mentioned by Magaillan, or any be permitted to ofter what he 
Other writer, nor in what man- has to fay in his own defence, 
ner he is to make his defence This may likewife be concluded 
before the tribunal; which was from fome of the Cbinefe fiories 
aUs unpardonable overfight in which hath inferted iit 

them. However, we have ven- the hiftory of that country, 
tured to infert thus much ; as it wherein mention is made of 
is impoffible for the judges to fuch kind of tryals, and their 
determine any caufe regularly, manner of proceeding {31), 
without hearing both fides ; it which may be reafonably fup- 
beiug unjuft and illegal in any pofedto be founded on the laws 
well-governed nation, efpecially and cuftoids of the country. 
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fot not having done it, whether any appeal be lodged againft^ 
him, or no. This, one would imagine, miift be a moft ex-' 
cellcnt way of adminiftring juftlce to the fubjefts, and ba- 
nhhing fraud and corruption froni thofe tribunals, by malting 
the fuperior ones to have fuch a powerful check over the low- 
er: but, as we have lately had occafion to obfeiye, all this is frihunals 
mere formality and grimace ; and there is fuch a fellow-feeling corrupted 
between all thofe tribunals, or rather the higher ones do bribery. 
prey on the lower, that a plaintiff will Hand but a poi- chance, 
let his caufe be ever fo juft, if he doth not back it with fuch 
round bribes as may turn the fcale on his fide. Notwithftand- Some of 
ing all thefe difeouragements, we are told, that the people in the people 
fome diftri<fts are fo litigious, that they will mortgage their 
lands, houfes, goods, and all they have, for the pleafure of 
going to law, and procuring a baftonado to be given to an 
antagonift; though it often happens that the defendant, by 
privately bribing the mandarin with a higher fum, will divert 
the blows from hie own to the plaintiff s back. Hence arife 
mortal difeords and enmities among them, which will ftick in 
their hearts till they find new opportunities of fatisfying llieir 
revenge; whilft thofe minifters of iniquity, more intent on 
their gain than their duty, or the peace and welfare of the 
fubjeft, rather ftrive to blow up, than to fupprefs, the flame, 
in hopes of new prefents and gains, to fatisfy their bouiidiefs 
avarice *. 


SECT. IV. 

Of the Learnings Arts^ Sciences, Language, See. of the 

Chinefe. 

T he Chinefe have doubtlefs been too much cried up by Learningt 
the miflionaries for tlieir learning, and as unjufty under- art:,^c.f 
.valued by other writers for their want of it ; neither is it theCh\~ 
poflible to reconcile what we arc told, on the one hand, of 
their having carried fome of their feiences to fuch a high de¬ 
gree from the times of their earlieft mouarchs, leparate as 
Uiey were from the reft of the world, with the fmall improve¬ 
ments they have lince made to them during the fpace of near 
4000 years; wl^|lft the Europeans, who received theirs fo recently 
from the Greeks and Romans, ha%'c lo tar outftripped not only 
them, but the Chinefe, within the compafs ot two or three 
centuries. This may be clearly feen by what we have already 
obferved of their iftaps of the W'orld, and of the heavenly 
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2 conftcUation?> 





Their 

mus. 


MiJJtona- 
riet encou 
raged by 
the empe- 
ror» 


fJti 9f Omsi, ll, l^ 

(XmiMliktkiiia> ‘ ft» wdl as from the imperfe^ apparatus of tli^ 
&med ob&rvatoty of Peeking*, What ind^erent, 
mers, and \t^fe geographers, they were when the Hril £«ro- 
pean miiTionaries came into thofe parts, is no lefs inanifieft» 
from the reception which they gave to thofe learned ilrangers* 
The progrefs they have Hnce made under them in thofe fcienoes, 
plainly Ihews'that their inferiority to the Europeans was not ib 
much owing to want of genius and capacity, as to their being 
iituate at fo great a diAance from them, and to their being 
debarred the benefit of travelling, and cocrefponding with 
other learned nations of the world; fo that, all things con- 
iidered, it ought to be rather a wonder that they had made 
ib great a progrefs in them, with thofe flight af&flances they 
had only from themfelves, than that they came fo far behind 
us in every point. And it appears no inconfider&ble com¬ 
mendation of their underAan<hng and capadty, that they fo 
readily fubmitted to be taught by a people of whoth they h^ 
fcarcdy heard before; and to be intruded in fuch a variety 
of branches of learning, which they were not only flrangers 
to, |>ut which were fo veryoppofite to thofe which had, tlU 
then, palled for current among them. It is true, indeed, 
that the Jefuits took care to be well backed by the impeiiai 
authority and favour, before they ventured upon any thing of 
that kind ; elfe the literati, who, till then, had looked upon 
allldndsof fcience and knowlege to be centred in them, might 
have given them, in all likelihood, a quite contrary recep¬ 
tion, for prefuming to introduce a new kind of learning, which 
cafi fo dlfadvantageous a reflexion upon their old. And this 
is no other than what Father Verbiejl intimates in fome of 
his letters, that it was with great difficulty, and not without 
the emperor's interpofition, that the generality of their learned 
fubmitted to the exchange 


Their However that be, whether by compulflon, or th^ir owa^ 
great pro liking, they foon found reafon more than fufficient to acknow- 
grefs, lege the fuperiority of the Europeans with relpefl: to feveral 
iM-anches of the mathematics, and other fciences; and to ad¬ 
mire the furpriUng experiments which were fhewn to them ia 
optics, hydroflatks, pneumatics, ftatics, catoptrics, pedpefHyejt 
Ac. as well as their various inflruments for navigation, alho- 
nomy, mechanics, Ac. theh* watches, clocks, chimes, oigans, an^ 
other fuch curioflties, as were not only perfeflly new to them,_^ 
but were looked upon, if not as fo many new and Grange 
automata, fuch as the vulgar imagined thepi, yet as machine 


• Apud Le CompU^, ubt fup. part a, let. ^ Idem ibid. 
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TOftlyexccefling human capacity and contriTance (A), dft, hjr h 
W||er condtmtnts with them, they were let into both ^eory 

<Ay One of the moil; farpri- ihaped, and well-prbpordoned. 

Ib^ experioieots in optics. The magic lantern, csuoptric 
wmch they (hewed to that mo* inftruments, telefcopes, micro- 
narch, was a pretty large femi- fcopes, and other^laOes, which 
cylinder, of a very light kind they prefcnted to the emperor, 
pf wood, in the middle of whofe and other grandees, did no Ie& 
axis was placed a convex gla(s, excite their admiration; parti* 

Which, being tamed towards cularly a tube in the form of an 
any objedt, reprefented it within odagonal prifm, which, being 
the tube, in its natural figure, placed parallel to the horizon. 

This was fo much admired by exhibited ei^tdifierenticenes in 
that monarch, that he ordered fo lively a manner, that they 
9 machine of the fame nature to were eafily miftaken by the Chi* 
be made, and fet up in his gar> nefe for the objeAs themfelves. 
den at Pe king^ by which he AmongotherhydranJics, they 
mi^ht fee every thing that pafiT- prefented that monarch with an 
ed m the ilreets, and places ad- engine of a newinvention,whiclt 
jacent, without being feen : threw up a continual dream or 
which was accordingly done, to cafeade, and gave motion to a 
his no fmall fatisfaclion and very regular clock, which exhi- 
wonder ; but much more fo of bited the motions of the hea- 
his emprefs, and other princefies vens. Thefe, and a great va> 
of the court, who, being con- riety of others in the ftatic, 
fined within the palace, could pneumatic, and mechanic way, 
have no other way of behold- lome curious barometers, ther- 
ing what was done abroad; on mometers, inftruments for dif- 
which account the obje£l*glafs covering the degrees of moifiure 
was made of a larger compafs, and drinefs, prifms, clocks, 
in order to take in a greater watches with chimes, alarums, 
fcope. and other contrivances, which 

Father GnWM'gave the mo- would barely fervefor amnfe* 
liarch another inftance of the ments to our learned in Ettrpfe, 
wonderful effdds of optics,which we only mention here, to fliew 
adonifhed all the nandees of the how ignorant the Chintfe nation 
empire. He made, on the four was in thofe various branches 
walls of the Jefuits garden, a of the mathematics; fo that we 
human figure, of the fame length need not wonder if fuch a great 
with the wall, which was fifty variety of new inftrumen'ts, 

/eet { and, as he had daftly fol* experiments,books,leflures,and 
loun^ the rules, ^ere was no* demonftrations.infomemeafure 
thing to be feen on the front abated their natural pride, and 
but hills and dales, forefts, caufed them to look upon the 
chaces, {ffr. ; hot, from a cer* Europeans as fu^rior to them 
Cain point of fight, one obferved at lew in all thole refpefts (i), 
the figure of a man hthdfomely 

(tj DuHaUkf uii Jufrt, f. 311. w/iii.p* l»7i 
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and pra^lk^; and confounded to find, that any natkm fo dt* 
ftant from, and till then unknown to, them, fliould haw at’ 

< rived to a height of knowlege fo far furpafling their own. 

Kang-W The emperor Kang-hi, in particular, was fo charmed with 
e.great ad- cvcry thing he faw and heard from them, that he feemed to 
tntrer of grudge every moment he was abfent from them, and continued 
their their ftedfaft friend and benefaftor fo long as lie lived. His 
learning, example, and the fingular favours and honours he Ihewed to 
thofe miflionaries, foon encouraged the whole court, and the 
reft of the grandees, to feek their friendftiip and acquaintance, 
and to exprefs an uncommon defire to be iiiftru^led in thefe 
new branches of European learning ; fo that in a little time 
the greateft pai't of the literati and nobles became their difei- 
ples, admirers, and patrons; and, by reading the books 
which they WTote, hearing their lectures, and a/fifting at their 
experiments, became themfelves almoft as well acquainted 
with them as their mafters 

This hath been their cafe ever fince ; and tho’ they have, 
as we have fhewn in a former fe<ftion, expelled all the miflion- 
arks out of tlic empire, yet they ftill take care to cultivate 
wlfat they have learned from them, and to teach it in all their 
academies: but it will not be amifs, before we go farther, to 
give fomc idea of their learning, before it received the im- 
Jfrsmmy provcmciits above-mentioned. Aftrouomy was one of the 
hiew cuki- Iciences v^hich they valued tliemfelvcs moll upon, as having 
•vahil. been very intent, according to their accounts, in obferving the 
motions of the heavens ever fince the foundation of their mo¬ 
narchy ; and having fome fevere laws to punifh thofe who were 
entrufted with that employment by the ftate, for every n^eft, 
CaUulait- cafes, even with death. And if what we are told 

^ag of by the jefuits be true, of the exaflnefs with which they cal- 
sclipfcs, 9ulated ecUpfes from the earfieft times, infomuch that, of the 
thirry-fix mentiojieJ by Confucius, there are but two falfe and 
two doubtful, and all the reft have been inconteftably verified 
by fome of the beft aftrononjerii of their fociety', it muft be 
owned that they excelled tdl other natlotts in that feience i 
but v/t hope w e have elfewherc given fuch reafons for our 
doubting of the truth of that afiertion as will at ieaft in’, 
dine an itnprejudiced reader to fufpeiid his judgment about it, 
'rhofe ftacc aAionoinc-rs might, in all probabfiity, only record 
thofe early edipfes, together with the exad: time when, and 

^ Verxiest apud Le Compte, obi fup. part a. ISstter 3. Ma- 
i;Atf LAN, Navaretta, Martini, & sl.* Du Halde, vol, ft. 
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feq, * Sec before, Un. Hitt, vol, xx. p. i5C»,& feq. 
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fign where, they happened, as they did all other celeitial 
p^nomena that came under their obfervations; and in pro- 
cefe of time, when the way and method were found out of 
caieulating them, thofe records might be made to pafs for 
calculations or predidtions (B). Father Gaubit, who hath 

(B) There is, however, a this art much eailier than fome 
hngular pafTage in one of their modern authors are willing to 
antient books, called Shu-khg, allow them, even though we 
the fenfe of which, if rightly fhould retrench fome centuries 
given us by the tranflator (2 from the pretended antiquity of 
will, if not quite exp’ode what Fo~hi ; efpecially, if what D» 
we have offered above as a Na/ae adds, may be depended 
probable conjedlure, at leaff upon, that the above-mentioned 
prove, that they had the art of ecliple hath been ffneeverified by 
calculating eclipfes much earlier feveral eminent mathematicians 
than any other nation we know, among the Jefuits, and was fuch 
It contains a charge againff Hi as could not be feen in any 
and Ho, the two ilaie aflro- part of Europe or Jjta, but in 
nomers, who, drowned in wine China (3}. 
and debauchery, had negledtcd But, if what we have for¬ 
te give timely notice of an mcrly obferved concerning the 
eclipfe which happened on the great uncertainty of xfieClinrfe 
liril day of the moon, which chronology (4) be allowed to be 
was alfo the time of the an- well founded, it will appear to 
tum,tjal equinox, at eight in the be more probable, that this 
morning, not far from the con- quotation out of the Shu king 
ffellation Fang (a ffar in the fign might imply no more than that 
Scorpio). Bui, fays that writer. Hi and Ho neglefted to make, 

Ki mid Ho pretend they kne^ and record, their due obferva- 
vothing of it. Gur antient em~ tions on this eclipfe, they being, 
perers jc'verclypunijhedthojefwbofe as the text fays, drowned in 
bufnefs it vjas to examine the re- their cups and debauchery W'hcn 
lejiial motions, and di d not exactly it happened; which is more 
foretel them. It is written in the likely to be the cafe, than that 
laws, tuhich they have left us, they fhould do fo when they 
that if the ctleftial phenomenon were compiling their kalendar 
be not truly ft down in the ka- for that year, if any thing like 
lender, or bath not been predicted, that was really done in thofe 
fueh a ntglcSl ought to he punijhed early days. Laftly, if thofe 
with death. antient records have been de- 

Now, if Ju, fpeaker of the ftroyed, what could binder thofe 
above fenccnce, was really co- who pretend to have recovered, 
temporary with the emperors or revived them, from repre- 
Yau and Shun, the eighth and fenting things in a more advan- 
ninth indefeent from Fo-hi, as tagsouslight,thanever they ap¬ 
is there affirmed, it will evi- peared in ihofeprotocols (5)? 
dently follow, that ^they had 

(a) Du Hetde, ubi fup- vot. ii. p. 127, & fef. (3) Id. ibid. p. jj'>. 

fif feq, (4) l^fdt Univ, Biff, voh xx, f. 1091 ST /if* fif 

CS) . 
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gzKstff th^ &SU in aD;ronamf, doth bsaii^ ackimir* 

i^e, Tiiatjvwaf mi, yet certain^ their mtbod of emhth- 
ating ; hut only that they expreffei in numhers the que^y f 
th<^ ecRpJeSt the quantity eclipfed, the parts where vij^let 
Sec. He adds, that thefigures were written above years 
hrfore our Saviour ; hut that the matters are obfcure, and un-^ 
dejfoodf at peefent, hut hy few Chinefe. 

^heetr- BuT whether thofe early cclipfcs were really calculated, 
or only obferved, and recorded, by thofe antient aftronomers, 
theQYix- nothing can give us a more irrefragable proof of the cjtadt- 
eard confiequently of the authenticity, of their annals 

and records : and we may add farther, that the varbus tefti- 
momes alleged in favour of their early (kill in, and cultivation 
of, aftronomy, are, notwithflanding all the dilHculties alleged 
againft them, fufHcient to convince the moll incredulous, that 
it manifellly bears a much older date than any other nation 
can pretend to. Bift we Ihall not here anticipate fome curious 
hints and obfervations, which have been lately communicated 
to us, by fome of our learned correfpondents, upon this fub* 
jeft, and which, we flatter ourfelves, will ftrike a much greater 
light upon thefe dark and controverted points; but which, 
we thi^, will be bell deferred, till we come to fpeak of the 
ongin, chronobgy, and antiquity, of the Chinefe nation, 
which they more properly regard. 

Motions The fame Father Gaubil further aflures us, that they had 
and affeSs curious diagrams of the politions of the heavenly bodies, 
•/the computed above 120 years before ChriB, exhibiting the 
flanets. number and extent of the conftelktbns, what liars anfwered 
to their folllbes and equinoxes, the decimations of the Bars, 
with the diflance of the tropics and the poles. They were ac¬ 
quainted with the motions of the fun and moon from weB to 
eaB, and Ukewile of the planets and fixed Bars, though they 
did not determiiw the motions of the latter till 400 years 
after ChriB. They likewife had a pretty exaft knowiege of 
the foiar and lunar months; and gave nearly the fame revo¬ 
lutions to Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and Mercury, as 
\vt do, though they had no way of accounting for thdr 
feeming retfe^^radations and Bations. Some fuppofe the hea¬ 
vens and planets to revolve about the earth; and others, 
though few iu comparifon, about the fun.,* nor is there any 
thing to be feeii like this ^ fyBem, in fbdr alh^omical cal¬ 
culations, but only in the wfitii^ of fome private perfons % 
Thus for that learnt jefoB. 


* Gaubil, apud Soaciet. Obfervat. Mach. Vid. & Du 
liALPfc, nbifop. 
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Wb pK told tiy others, of did „ ^ . 

Nang-ikingt in which were latge gjlobeS, artnillaijlfphcres, quad- phferva- 
rants, aftrolabes, he, not unlike thofe of that of Pe-king, whi^i 
we Iravc dfewhere deferibed and which Father Jticci, who 
“Viewed them fome time after the year 1599, when he firft 
came into China, fays, looked as iine and beautiful as any 
he had feen in Europe, though they had been expofed above 
200 years to aU the injuries of the weather (C); but, as to 
their ufe and exaffnefs, they flood, like the others, in great 
need of improvement, or rather were fet afide, to make way 
for a better fett. They had another obfervatory at Tong-fong, fbat of 
a city of the third rank, in the province of Ho-nan (of which Tong- 
we have likewife given an account, in a former feftion 8), and fong. 
which the CUnefe pretend to have been built by Chew-kong, one 
of the mofl expert matheinaticians their nation ever had, and 
who is faid to have flourilhed 1200 years before Ptolemy was 
born, and to have fpent whole nights in obferving the riling, 
motions, and figures, of the conflellations. Among their No right 
other obfervations, upon record, of eclipfes, notable con- notion ef 
juntflions, he. we meet with fome relating to the tranfit of eemets, 
comets; but it doth not appear that they had any right no¬ 
tion of thofe bodies, their motions, orbits, nature, periods, 
he. but looked upon them as fome portending meteors, fuch 
as they interpreted every phsenomenon they could not account 
for : and as for the r^ of their aflronomical obfervafions, 
they were no more exafl, till they received their farther im- Kalendar 
provemeats from School, Perbi^, and other mifiicmaries, ap- mended hg 
pointed by the emperor Kang-M to reform, or rather to new- the Je- 
model, their old kalendars; for thefe, notwithilanding the^*^* 
pjuns which the Chineje aftronomers pretended to have taken, 
if they really did fb, to r^ulate them according to the ca¬ 
nons formerly compiled by Father Rieei, were yet found fo 

^ See before, p. 28. 8 c feq. s Ibid, p. & feq. 

(C) It is not eaiy to recon- kingdoms and countries planted 
cile what thefe good fathers tell about it as fo many diminitive 
us, of globes, armillary^hercs, mtnifiers attending on their 
andothm- infiruments, which ne- 'Over-grown empire, as, it feems, 
cefTarily fuppofe their having a all their maps did reprefent it, 
right notion ofthe of the. till the Jefuits gave them a juiler 
earth, with whatthey tell ns elfe- notion of it The reader may 
vdtere, of their foppoling it to be fee what we have faid on this 
flat and their country in the very head In the firfi fe£lion (6). 
center of it, and all die other 

(6) See hepjtre, p, (D). 
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4 efe£live, at the beginning of that monarch’s reign, as 'to 
ftand in need of ff^ correftion, and fome farther amend¬ 
ments. 

Kalendar We (hall add another remark, which will mnch lelTen the 
mtuledby credit of the Ckinefe nation, with regard to their great appli- 
tbt Je- cation to, and boafted Ikill in, allronomy, though they had 
attained to a'greater degree of it than they really appear to 
hare done; which is, that their exceffive fondncfs for that 
fcience was owing to a fuperftitious infatuation for aftrology. 
Chinefc They believ ed, and do fo to this day, that every ftar or con- 
mucb ftellation, and every planet, hath a particular influence on all 
gt-ven to fublunary things, either good or bad, according to their na- 
mjirology. qj. various configurations; and that it was poflible to 

foretel a vail number, if not all events, by calculating before¬ 
hand their motions, traiifits through every fign, and their 
various afpefts to each other; inforauch, that, like the ge¬ 
nerality of our almanac-makers, they point out the lucky and 
unlucky days in each yearly ephemeris, and pretend to fore-. 
tel wars, famines, ficknefs, droughts, good or bad feafons, 
fhtiy and a vaft number- of other fuch trafli: and it was, in all 
ajfrohgical probability, to prevent the many frauds and abufes that were 
tribunali committed by thole pretended aflroh>ger*, and to have thofe 
planetary calcuhtlons more exad-, and the prediftions from 
them more furc and regular, thki there was an allrological 
tribunal ere£led ; which is one of tlie moft conliderable in 
its since, empire, and fubordinaie only to that of the rites; whofe 
bufinefs it is to preiciit to the emperor, every forty-five' days, 
a complete* feheme of the heavenly motions, and afpcfls, for 
the next forty-five da'/s; nrid to fee down the alterations of 
the air, according to the various feafons; together with their 
prediftions relating to difeafes, drought, plenty, or fcarcity; 
the days on which there will be winds, rain, hail, thunder, 
fftow, ert.; and to give a particular account ©f the eclipfes 
that are to happen within that fpace; together with their 
duration, the day and hour when, the place of heaven where, 
the number of digits obfeured, and the effefts they fuppofe 
it will produce, according to the figns they happen in, and 
the configuration of the heavenly bodies at that time* Thefe 
accounts mufl: be prefented to the emperor fome months,be¬ 
fore the ccHpfe happens, in order to have then? conveyisd, by 
proper officers, into every one of the fifteen provinces, exa£lly 
calculated according to the longitude and latitude of each 
of them, and there to be publifhed, in a moft folemn man¬ 
ner, and with fuch ftrange ceremonies, hs Ihew their great 
fyndijcfi for aftrology and fuperftition, rather tliau a true and 

well- 
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ivell-fouaded fkill in aflronomy; as the reader may fke by 
tha|e fevp* we we have inferred in the following note (D). 

Thsir geometry is Jftill more fuperfidal; and their me- Oeomiryi 
thod of folving of problems is rather by indnftion than any 
fettled principles, they having neither theory nor prafticc, in 
any tolerable degree; they are indeed more exad: in mea- 
furing, their method being both eafy and exaft. But what ExuU im 
they moft exccll in, according to Du Halde^ is their arith- arithmtki 
metic, in which are found all the rules for adding, fubtraft- 
ing, multiplying, and dividing, exaftly laid down in their 
books ; not indeed by arithmetical charadfers, like ours, from 
1 to 9, which they know not the ufe of, but by the help of 
an inilrument, wMch they call S-wan-pariy which the reader 

(D) The ceremony of it is dragon away, whofe horrid 
as follows. Firft, there is af- claw, they imagine, hath got 
fixed, to all public places, fome hold of the luminary, in order 
days before-hand, a fcheme of to devour it, and is the caufe 
the eclipfe, the time when, of the defeft of its light. For 
duration, and other particulars, though the wifer fort are, by 
above-related. The mandarins, this time, fenfible enougl^ chat 
having likewife had previous eclipfes are natural efTcdls, yet 
notice, are to appear on the can they not dii'eft themfelves 
day it happens, dreffed in their of the old prejudice, that they 
formalities, at the aftronomical commonly portend fome finifter 
tribunal, and to have tables fet events to their nation ; and, for 
before them, on which the whole that rcafon, the fame cerc- 
procefs is delineated, in order mony is obferved throughout 
to obferve the exa£l time of its the whole enipiie, in hopes to 
beginning and ending, and other avert the omen, 
particulars, compare them with Whilil the mandarins, and 
the fcheme, which lies before other officers, continue thus 
them, and to communicate to proftratc, all the time the eclipfe 
each other their remarks upon lafts, there are other perfons em- 
the whole tranfadlion. ployed in bbierving and exa- 

As foon as they perceive mining, with the utmoft careful- 
that the luminary begins to be nefs, the beginning, length, 
darkened, they fall upon their end, and other circumdances, 
knees, beat their heads againft of it, and comparing it with 
the ground ; while the drums the fcheme delivered to them, 
and kettle-drums make a fear- Thefe obfervations are after- 
ful noife along the dreets of wards to be brought, written 
the city, acc0npanied with the with their own hand, and feaied 
ihouCE of the people; purfuant with their own leal, to tlie em- 
to an old notion they have had,, peror, who compares them with 
from the earlied times, that the thofe he himfelf hath made on 
noife fuccour^ tkofe two ufe- it, with equal attention, in his 
ifal planets, and frighted the own palace (7). 

( 7 ) Vidt Navartttfiy Mertiniy Lt Cftnftff Uaidty & «4 
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'Will fiiKl doA»ibed itt a former part oC this work *, it being 
alHrmdl -to have been invented by a kamed ko 4 au, ever ij^acb 
the reign df Whang-tit their third emperor, and to have 
tinned in nfe ever iince. By this inikument, we are told, 
they are able to difpatch any arithihetical operation, vdth 
more fnrpriilng eafe, quicknefs, and exafbnefs, than the bef^ 
mafter in thaf art can do in £«ro/c, either by counters or 
figures •*. How far that method vidll estend b^ond the four 
eeneral rules above-mentioned, whether to decimals, firaftions, 
Kllowfhip, tsc. we are not told; yet, confidcring what a 
trading nation they are, and that they have no other way of 
reckoning but this, one would fuppofe, that it muft take in 
all thofe Wnches. Some notion they feem to have of algebra, 
by the ufe they are faid to make of fome of its problems, in 
their geometry»; but in this, as weH as other parts of the 
taathematics, they are ftill very imperfeft, much lefe were 
they furnifh^ with any fuch excellent helps as our tables of 
lines and tangents, logarithms, drc. fo very nccefTary and ex¬ 
peditious, and exa£t, in all agronomical calculations; except 
the miffionaries above-mentioned have thought fit to inftnift 
them^in the ufe of them: but that is what we can hardly fup¬ 
pofe any of them ever did, the Chinefet in general, being na¬ 
turally averfe to every kind of abllrufe learning, and inca- 
patde of too clofe appUcadon; and thefe they could not be 
taught, without being made previoufly acquainted with the 
European arithmetic; which, befides its novelty, would have 
appeared to them an infurmonntable talk: and this, joined 
to their rcludance to be beholden to ftrangers for any branch 
of learning, could be but a final! encouragement to the Jefuirs 
to force fo fiire and expeditious a one upon them, the con¬ 
cealing of which would fiill fecure them a vifible luperiori^ 
over them. 

They continue^lHU very unikillcd in the art of navigation, 
though they pretend to have had it from the carliell times, 
and to have failed, fome thoufand years ago, over all the in- 
dian Teas, as far as the Cape cf Good Hope, and that without 
the help cd the compafs; which, though they boafi themfetves 
to be the firfl inventors of, 3'et they did not difeover till a 
long time after. 

The karned Huetius, in his treatife of the navigation of 
the antients, hath endeavoured to (infirm this, from a pafif- 
age in what he calls the df the City of 0 rmus\ in 

• Univ. Hift. vol. XX. p. 1^1. tgfeq. Vide Max tiki. 

Hid. ^enf. lib. 1. Comets, ubi Tap. letter k. CarrEri, 
Navaretta, & al. * Lf Comets, abiftipta. 
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which it is affinned, that 400 Chinefe vdlels have been^ 6h- 
fcrved' to come into the Perftc gulf, and to lade and unlade a 
prodigious quantity and variety of the richeft merchandizes. 

The midfortune is, that that learned prelate doth not give 
us any account of thofe annals, nor about what time fuch a 
prodigious number of veflels were feen in that gplf. Neither 
doth it appear, from any of the Chinefe records, or in any of 
what is liyled their clailic books, if we may bdieve the cele¬ 
brated Jefuit Parrenin From which he conjedhircs, that 
the word Ta^lan-chan, which the Chinefe give now to the cape, 
above-mentioned, and ligniHes no more than the mountain of 
high waves, might have been formerly given to fome of thofe 
which they met with in their failing to Batavia^ Siam, See .: 
and many fuch there are, doubtlefs, along thofe feas, and to ’ 
have been fmee appropriated to that far diftant one, out of a> 
fond ambition of being thought to have extended their naval 
commerce fo far beyond whatevo* they did, or indeed could 
poffibly do, conlidering the unfitriefs of their trading veflels, 
and their imperieff ikill in the art of navigation. 

Their (hipping, indeed, as it is at prefent, and hath been Ships,htn» 
ever fince the coming of the Europeans, appear altogether 
unfit for fuch long and dangerous voyages; and though they 
have them of all bulks and fizes, yet the very bell of them 
(item only defigned for thofe feas which furround their coun¬ 
try, and the reil for failing on their lakes, rivers, and canals. 

The former are properly no other tlian flat-bottomed veflels, 
with two mads, and not above eighty or ninety feet in length. 

The forepart is not made with a t^ak, but rifes up fome- 
what like two wings, or horns, and makes but a very odd. 
figure; and the Hem is open in the middle, to receive the 
rudder, and Ihelter it from the beating of the waves. This 
rudder, which is about five or fix feet broa^, may be caiiiy 
raifed at lowered, by means of a cable faflened to it from the 
ilem. 

Tksse fhips have neither mizzen-mafl, bowfprit, nor 
feuttles, but only a main and fore-mafl, to which they fome- 
times add a fmall top-mad, of no great ufe'. Thdr fails are Sai/u 
of mate, made of bamboo, divided into leaves, like a pocket- 
book, which fqld and unfold in the fame manner as a fkreen, 
and are Joined together by a pole, made alfo of bamboo. On 
the top is apiece of wood, fcrvmgfor a fail-yard, and at the 
bottom a fort of plank, above a fbor broad, and four or five 
Inches thick, which keeps the fail fteady, when they hoift it 
up or down. In a word, thefe ftiips are only made to fail oa 

* Lettres edifianC. ‘vol. xxvi. p. 78. & feq. 
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thofe and would be of little ufe in the hands of any but 
Chinefes, who know how to manage them j and though they 
take in and retain more wind, on account of the ftiffnefs of 
their fails, yet they lofe that advantage in other rcfpedfs, by 
being built fo differently from ours. 

Their anchors are made of a hard and heavy fort of wood, 
which they call Tys-mUy or iron-inoody which, they fay, is 
not fo apt to bend as thofe made of iron : however, they take 
care to tip both flukes with that metal. Their (hips are 
caulked, not with pitch and tar, as ours, but with a kind of 
gum, which is fo good, that a well or two at the bottom of 
the hold is fufficient to keep the veflel dry; for, hitherto, they 
know nothing of the ufe of the pump, but draw the water 
out with buckets. Their fhips have neither mafter nor pilot 
on board, but are left to the management of thofe that fleer 
them, who arc commonly pretty good pilots in coafling, 
though indiflerent ones in the main fea, and would be fUll 
more fo, were they to take any long voyages (E). 

We 


(E) Their method, it feems, 
is to lay the head of the ihip 
upon the rhumb on which they 
propofe to fail, and hold on 
their courfe, without giving 
themfclves any trouble about 
the deviation of the veffel; 
which is done by the hi.lp of 
a filken thread, which divides 
the furface of the card into two 
equal parts, from north to fouth. 
This may be performed two 
ways; viz, either by putting 
the rhumb parallel to the keel, 
and then turning the veffel 
(fuppofmg they diifign to fail 
north-eaft), till the needle be¬ 
comes parallel to the ftnng j or, 
which anfii'crs to the fame, by 
putting the thread parallel to 
the keel, they make the needle 
point to the north-weft. How¬ 
ever, the main difficulty is 
to keep the veffel fteady on 
its rhumb, which is next to im- 
poilible, confidering the fmall.. 
nefs of their rudaer, and the 
firetching and wabbling of the 
ropes to which it is faftened, 


Their compafs is ftill more 
defective, being only a box, 
the rims of which are divided 
into twenty-fonr equal parts, 
and make the different points 
or winds. This box they place 
upon a bed of fand, or lome.* 
thing of that foft nature, not fo 
much to keep the needle fteady 
from the agitation of the fhip, 
which is ever jogging it out of 
its equilibrium, as to hold the 
paftii with which they perfume 
them every moment: for fuch 
is their fujj^rftition, in this re- 
fpeStt as not only to regale the 
winds with fuch perfumes, but 
even to offer vi£tuals to them, 
by way of facrifice. The needle 
of the largeft compafs is not 
above three inches long, and 
hath at one endVomethin'g like 
a flower-de-luce, and on the 
other a kind of trident: but 
for thefe, we are told, they are 
beholden td the "Japanefei for 
they are brought to them from 
tian^a-Jahit 

TIh-s 
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We have already fpoken of the io,ooq imperial btirks, Statefy 
■which carry the tribute and provifions from all the provinces l>arisi 
to the city of Pe-king, and are, by far, the fineft andjargeft, 
and of equal breadth from head to Item. The next clafs is, 
that of thofe which are kept by the emperor, to convey the vice- 
roys, governors, and mandarins, to their refpci^live govern¬ 
ments, of which he hath likewife a great number, and all of 
them finely gilt, carved, and adorned without, and furnilhed 
with moft commodious and handfome apartments within. 

Next to them, are thofe which belong properly to the princes •variaus 
of the blood, to the nobles, grandees, literati, and, lad oi forts of 
all, thofe that belong to merchants and tradefmen. All of them. 
them are built, adorned, and furnilhed, more or lefs fump- 

This account of their method quantity of blood drawn from 
of failing, vellel, tackle, isr. the comb of a white cock, 
which we have extrafted out of This paftc, in which the needle* 
the obfervations which five jc- are to be put, and clofely rolled 
fait miffionaries made, on tiielr in paper, is to be kept feveii 
paffage from m in days, and nights, over a clear 

a vcii’el belonging to Ci/.n tut, and conflant charcoal fire j after 
anno 1687 (7), will faffire to which, they being taken out, 
give our readers an idea of the and worn, three dr4ys longer, 
reft, and ferve to convince them, next to a man’s fkin, will be 
that if the Cbinefe were fuch an- found fit for ufe, and point di- 
tient failors, and the real in- redily to the north ; and, what 
ventors of the compafs, they is ftill more furprifing, without 
have reaped but fmall advai>- being liable to thole frequent 
tages from, and made but very variations with thofe that are 
poor improvements in, both. touched with the loadftone (*). 

Thefe i*cedles, whether they Our author doth not feem 
were brought from Japan, as indeed willing to think fuch an 
the taft quoted authors afhtm, odd mixture, and much lefs 
or made in China, as Du Halde, with fuch a procefs, likely to 
and foiae of his fraternity, feem produce fuch extraordinary ef- 
to intimate, do not receive their fefls. Neverlheltfs, from the 
virtue, if we may believe what Chincp being ignorant or in- 
another of the fame order tells, fenfible of the variation of thsrlr 
upon the authority of one of needle, fo much complained of 
their fancied Chinefe books, by other mariners, he fecins to 
from the loadftone, though thiy conclude it prob.ib!e, that thofe 
have it there in^ great plenty; which are in ufe among them 
but from a ftrange mixture of have that peculiar quality, above 
orpiment, cinabar,fandrak, and thofe which are touched wdth 
filings of ftcel, all reduced into the loadftone, whatever be the 
a fine powder, and made into a means by which .-t is conveyed 
kind of paftc, by k fufticient into them. 

(7) Du vl>i fuf>. Vft. i. p. ^29. ©■ frj. 
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tuenifly, aecorciUng to the rank of the owners, JA ib, that 
thofe of the low 5 l order are ftill very beautiful and conve* 
nient, and in fuch number, as to make a very noble Ihew on 
their canals and rivers, and efpecially in their moft confida*- 
able dries, for concourfe, where they appear in fuch vaft quan*> 
tides, as to extend themfelves for fome miles together, in 
exadt rows, 'three or four deep* on thofe rivo's and canals. 
But thofe which belong to the princes and nobles appear quite 
magnificent, and more like caftles on the water, being divided 
into a variety of fumptuous apartments, for date and conve¬ 
nience. Their windows and doors, which are made like 
grates, have oyfler-fhells, or fome fine linen or filk fpread 
over with fine white wax, inftead of glafles, to let the light 
through: and even thofe which are employed, to the number 
of 365, to carry the emperor’s fifh from fome diftant pro¬ 
vinces to Pe-king, together with fome of the fineft filks, bro¬ 
cades, and other rich merchandizes, for the court, are all 
painted with a fine vermilion, curioufly gilt and carved. 

All kinds of vefiels in general, that fail upon thofe canals, 
rivers, lakes, drc. (F) are under the beft regulation; and all 
are‘obliged to firike to thofe which belong to the emperor, 
and the reil to each other, according to their rank : and as 
the whole country abounds with lakes, rivers, and efpecially 
artificial canals, fo one may behold there, with pleafure, an 
infinite variety of vefiels failing on them, fome for diverfioo or 
grandeur, others for commerce and carriage, all fwarming 
with people bufily taken up with their various employ¬ 
ments. 

Wfi fhall clofe this article with a word of their fioaring 
villages, and their rafts on the rivers and canals. The for¬ 
mer of thefe are flat-bottomed barges, neatly built, with 
little houfes upon them, in rows, fome larger, fome fmaller, 
in which live fcveral families, who carry on fbme fort of 
bufinefs or manuradfure, and feldom go on fhore, except to 
buy or fell, but live wholly in thofe vefTcls. The other, viz. 
the rafts or floats on the rivers, do jaoftly belong to the fait 


(F) To thefe we may add a feet water; and, as their oars, 
a kind of gallies, in gr&at ufe. do not reach to the oppolite 
amongft them, not oidy along fide of the (hip, as oars do, 
the coafts, and between the but are placed on the ootfide. 
iflands, but alfo on the rivers, in a pofition almoft parallel to 
canals, and lakes. Thefe are. thp body of the bark, each oar 
likewife flat - bottomed, and is eafiiy mqved, with few hands, 
about as long as oar merchant- , and the vc^el made to go very 
men of between 300 and 400 
tons, and draw not above two 

and 
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and timber'inerGhants, who are comnKMily the ncheft b Chm^ 

Thefe, inftead of barks to carry their goods, make uiie of thob 
rafts; which are made in the following manner. After the 
timber, whieh they cut down in the woods and forefts of the 
province of Se-ch^en^ is brought to the river Kyang^ they 
ta^ what is neceilary to make a raft four or five feet higl:^ 
and ten or more long; then boring holes at each end of the 
pieces of wood, run through them twilled ofiers, by which 
they faften the reft of the timber together, fo as to form a raft 
of any length, to float upon the river, fome of which will ex¬ 
tend half a league, or more. The feveral parts of the raft, 
being thus put together, are eafily moved any way, like the 
links of a chain, and four or five of the foremoft men guide it 
with their poles or oars; while others, placed at proper di- 
ftances along the fides, help to condufl it. Thefe men build 
upon them little huts, covered with mats, or boards, from fpace 
to fpace, and there keep their moveables, drefs their vifluals, 
and take their reft. At every city they touch at, they fell 
thdr houfes along with the timber. In this eafy manner do 
thofe floats perform their courfe upon thofe lakes and rivers, 
the iongeft of whi^h is reckoned above 600 leagues, when 
they carry their wood to Pe-king^, And thus much‘will 
fuffice for their fkill in navigation. 

Should we carry our inquiry higher, with relation to 
their (kill in other arts and fciences, we fhdl ftill find them 
more defective. They know but litde of natural philofophy, 
that is well founded, but what they learned from the 
ropedns. Some of their greateft virtuofo’s appeared quite 
a^niftied at fome common experiments die Jefuits fhewed 
them, fuch as, caufing hot water to freeze ^ore a large 
fire, the petrifying or m^ng of artificial ftone only with two 
difforent liquids, the ei!e£ls of the aurum fuhmnans^ and 
others dF the like nature; and owned, that noddng lefs than 
ocular demonfbadon coidd liave convinced them of the pof- 
fibility of them. Much more were they furprifed, at leaft 
inwardly, to have thofe effefls clearly explained to them, from 
natural principles, and that by ftrangers, bom at fuch a vaft 
diflnnce from them^ who had, till then, imagined all kind of 
learning confined within the limits of their own empire 

As to moral pfiUofophy, though diey have more good books 
Written on that fubjeft than on any other, and think them- 
folves to excel all other nations in it,' yet a litde acquainmoce 

• ’ ’ 

* De his, vide MagA tLiAH^ NAVAftfiTTA, CAnaeai, Max- 
TJNi, LeCompte, DvHaiusi^, & al. * Parkskin, ubi 
bp. vol. xxiv. p. 51. & feq.. 

btoD, Hist. Vol, VIU. with 



194 


the Hiftory of China. B, I. 


with their writings will eafily convince an unprejudiced reader, 
how Ihort they come not only of ours, but llkewife of fome 
of the beft heathen philofophers. The whole of it is reducible 
under the two following,heads; viz. the relative duties of 
parents and children, and of princes and thcii* fubjefts. They 
make no dUbnCfion between morality and politics, between 
the art of fiving and governing well. In thefe, fays Du Halde, 
their fages, who are very numerous and voluminous, have 
endeavoured to excel, not fo much in high flights of elo¬ 
quence and rhetorical ftyle, as in adapting their reafoning 
and perfuafives to the meaneil capacities, in order to make 
mankind wifer and better by their writings. 

*rhey have Logic and rhetoric, one would have reafonably expelled 
neither lo- to have been in no fmall perfeftion among a people who value 
gtctwr themfelves fo much, and have been fo highly cried up for 
rhetoric, reafoning, and polite method of fpeaking 

and writing; neverthelefs, what talents they have in that 
way appear to be intirely natural to them, fince they have 
not one rule to teach them how to argue clofely and regularly, 
nfir for fpeaking or writing politely and elegantly, but trufl: 
wholly to the light of their reafon, and the juftnefs of corn- 
parity their ideas together in the one, and in the clear and 
luccinft arrangement of their periods, lively and energetic ex- 
preflions, bold metaphors and allufions, in the other. To 
this lafl;, however, they add commonly the wife maxims and 
fentenccs of their fages, which being in higheft repute among 
them, and couched in fuch a concife and myflic jftyle, as to 
contain a great deal of reafoning, and variety of thoughts, in 
few words, conunonly make a much ftronger imprefCon than 
the boldcfl: figures of our artiflcial rhetoric, or at leafl: will 
not fail of fllcncing, if they do not altogether convince, an 
antagonift h 

Fhjftc. Physic, they pretend to be as antient as their good em¬ 
peror IVhang-ti^ or Neang-ti, the third in fucceflbn from 
I'o-hiy their founder. This good prince, they fay, obferving 
that manldiid, bdng tormented by the rigour of the f^fons 
from without, and by their paflions and intemperance from 
within, did feldom live their full time, ordered ^ree emin^t 
perfons of his court lx> examine the nature and oeconcxny of 
the blood-veflcls; after whkh, he appointed proper medi¬ 
cines for every difeafe ®; thefe were diiefly of the vegetable 
kind, to whi(^ they hay&made fome few improvements flnee, 


. * Parrenin, ubi fup. vok xxiv. p. 51. & feq, 
11M, Hift. Sinic. imp. DuHaIiOS, ibid. & aL 
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hardly worth mentioning; fuch as introdncing fdme of the mi*- 
nerals into ufe, together with fweating, cauterifing, and fome*- 
times (though veryieldom) phlebotomy. As to purging, vo¬ 
miting, and clyfters, they have but a mean opinion of their 
efficacy, if there be not, perhaps, fbmething in them that 
offends their modefty, and makes them averfe to them. How¬ 
ever, as their fkill in anatomy, natural philofophy, phyfics, 
ijc* which are the foundation of that noble fcience, is fo very 
fmall, we cannot expedt them to have made any gi cat pro¬ 
ficiency in it. 

They pretend, indeed, to an extraordinary knowlege m. Skillin' 
pulfes, and to difeover not only the nature and degree of 
patient’s diflemper, but Ukewife how long it will laft, and 
whether it will prove mortal, by the foie feeling of his pulfe; 
and, if we may believe the miffionaries, their fkill in this 
way is furprifing, though not fo fure, but that they arc 
fometimes miftaken. The misfertnne is, that they are more 
expert at difeovering the diflemper, than happy at preferibing 
proper remedies for it; though this feeming defedt may 
probably enough be owing to avarice, that they may keep 
their patient the longer under their hand, and ply him with 
a greater quantity of medicines ; for they have no apothe- Naapothe* 
caries among them ; but every phyfidan prepares his own j. 
preferiptions, which they a)mmonly adminifler in pills or 
bolus’s, and feldom in draughts. 

In moff forts of pains and aches, which they attribute Cauter* 
commonly to fome malignant wind, they apply burning-hot 
needles, or irons ftiaped like fmall buttons, and cauterife and 
torment their patients, upon the fiighteft occafion; and in 
violent choiics, which are caufed by indigeftton, and attended 
with vomiting, <bc. they wdll even apply a hot iron plate to 
the foies of the feet. But thofe who treat their patients in 
a lefs butcherly manner, will rather have recourfe to cordials, 
which are mtti'adfed from alexipharmic herbs and roots. 

Thej are feidom afSidled with gouts, fciatica’s, ftone, or ^'>3edhmal 
other chronic difeafes, which is commonly attributed to their &:c, 
frequent drinking of tea; befides which, their country abounds 
With great variety of excellent herbs and roots, and, among • 
the latter, thofe called Jinfeng^ or Gen-feng^ and China, or 
Pa6 root, of which we fhall fpeak under another head, and 
wMch are efteemed excellent mdorifics, and correffors of the 
blood. To conclude every man is permitted to pradtife phy- 
fie i no degrees or qualificattbns being required, but a good 
affiirancc, and a greai pretence to afirology ; without a fuT 
fioeac fidU in which, a man would be thought a fool or a 

N knave, 
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knave, that fliould up for a phyficlan $ lb that, upon the 
whole, they are no better than quacks 
Great To what wc have hinted above of their ignorance of phyfic, 
averfion to let US add their extreme averfion to anatomy, at leaft to that part 
anatomy of it which If called dilTefting; and which Is fo rooted into 
and dif- them, that no kind of benefit, that can be obtained from it, hath 

feitions. heen able to reconcile them to it, or make them look upon it 

in any other light than as a moft inhuman practice. To fufier 
the body of a dead parent, or near relation, to be opened, to 
know the diftemper he died of, would be looked upon amongfi 
them as a moft horrid facrilege; and to difleft a human body, 
though executed for fome heinous crime, is cried down as a 
piece of injuftice done to the criminal, to which the law had 
not' condemned him. Much more unjuft do they deem it, 
to cut and mangle any other dead body which dies a natural 
death. If, fay they, the very apprehenfion of being treated 
in fuch a butcherly manner, after one’s deceafe, would make 
a man miferablc all his life, how much more grievous muft it 
be Co the foul, to behold the horrid operation performed ? Is it 
therefore juft or reafonable to fufier fuch a cruel praftice, merely 
for the fake of gaining a little more fkill in the art of curing 
difeafes, and lengthening life a few years, which could fcarcely 
be juftified, could it enable thofe inhuman manglers to render 
men immortal ? Thus they reafon, or rather exclaim, againft 
the anatomizing of human bodies: aiid it is much to be que- 
ftioned, whether the principle upon which they argue hath 
not faved more lives among them, than ever anatomy d^ 
among us However, this may ferve, at prefent, to fhew 
our readers what kind of furgeons, as well as phyficians, the 
Chinefe are glad to take up with. Wc may have occafion, in 
the fequel, to fay fomething more on that fubje6f, when wc 
come to fpeak of thdr difeafes, and their manner of curing of 
^he cir- them. All we fhaU further obferve here^ is, that, accor^ng 
culation of to the generality of authors, who have wrote of this nation, 
the blood the circulation of the blood hath been known amoi^ft them, 
knon^}n of from time immemorial; though, for want of a tolerable fkill 
old among jn anatomy, they neither know how it is performed, nor how 
them. to make thofe improvements from it, which they might other- 
wife do, in their common pra^ice of phyfic 


Mujicy 
nlifry crude. 


Music and poetry, though fccmingly adapted to the airy 
gcnhw 'of the ChineJe m^oj^t arc to this day very crude and 


•* Martini^ Hift. Sinic. imp. 3. DuHalde, Le Compte, 
& al. ^ * Vide PAR'ftSKiN, in Recoeil de l.ettres Kdifiantes, 
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irregular. The former, they jpo-etend to have been brought 
to its higheft perfeftion, and to have been in the higheft e/ieem 
among them, long before Confuciuses time, who was himfeif 
a great admirer and matter of it. But their books, which 
treated of that art, having been fince loft, that art is dwindled 
into a mere uncouth jingle of (bunds, without harmony, con- 
traft, or variety of parts, and, at the beft, is but like our 
common airs, and confequently not deferving the name of 
mufic. They know nothing of the -ufe of notes, but learn 
all their tunes by the ear (G). Their inttruments are ftill Mufical 
more uncouth; fome like bells, others like drums, of feveral 
fjzes and makes; one foraewhat like our trumpet; and a few 
of them like our viols, and other ftringed inttruments; two 
or three kinds of flutes; and one of them compofed of about 
twelve or fourteen pipes, of different lengths, made of cane, 
and not unlike in found to the open flute of our organs, ex¬ 
cept that it is blown with the mouth, and not above fifteen 
or eighteen inches in length, and about three or four in di¬ 
ameter, the pipes being ftuck, ciroilar-wiie, into a focket, 
which ferves for the founding-board, and receives the wind 
by a mouth-picce. They now feldom ufe either votfal or 


(G) The Jefuits firft taught 
them the ufe of notes, when 
being invited, by the Emperor 
Kang‘hi, to a Cbiuefe confori, 
in which an air compofed by 
that emperor was to be played, 
Father Peirera took out his 
pocket-book, and having prick¬ 
ed down the whole tune, whilll 
the muficians were playing it, 
repeated it from end to end, 
without miffing one note, to the 
no fmall furprize of the audi¬ 
ence. and much more of the 

J ierformers, who had been at 
uch pains to make themfelves 
mafters of it. 

The emperor being made ac¬ 
quainted with the fecret, and 
having, with/ple^ure, heard 
fome muAcal performancies af¬ 
ter the European manner, and 
beheld the method by which 
each performer teok his part 


out of their books, was fo taken 
with it, that he ordered a. mu- 
fical academy to be eroded, 
compofed of the moil llcilful 
perfons in that art, and com¬ 
mitted the care of it to his 
third fon, a prince of uncom¬ 
mon genius. Thefe began with 
reading all the authors that had 
wrote on the fubjeft, and re¬ 
ducing all the inftruments to the 
antient flandard, except where 
that was found defedive, or 
capable of fome improvements 
from thofe of Europe. Which 
being done, they compiled a 
book, in four volumes, inti¬ 
tuled, *[he true DoSrine of Li- 
hi, written by the emperor’s 
order; and to them added a 
fifth, containing the elements 
of European mafic, compofed 
by Father Peirera, abovie-men- 
tioned ( 9 ). 
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inftrumcntal mufic, except in plays, fcafts, marriages, fu¬ 
nerals, and other fuch folemnities: and the very bell: of it 
never yet could appear tolerable to any of our Enroj^eansy ex¬ 
cept they be played by a very good hand, or fung by a very 
good voice o. 

Their poetry is Hill more difficult to deferibe to thofe 
who have no.knowlege of their language, and confequently 
cannot be eafily made to comprehend in what the beauty, 
elegance, cadence, and harmony, of it confifts. Thofe who 
know that their language is chiefly compofed of monofyllables, 
will be ftill more at a lofs to conceive the poffibility of re¬ 
ducing it into any regular and harmonious verfe: and it muft 
be confefled, that the beft of their performances in this kind 
come infinitely Ihort of ours, their poetry confifting chiefly 
in a kind of relative proportion, which one verfe bears to an¬ 
other, both in rhyme and the tone of the feet; which lafl is 
what difiinguilhes the variety of fignifications which every 
fuch word hath. Neither are their compofitions of that length, 
much lefs of that fublimity of thought, variety of imagery, 
boldnefs of metaphors, eirc. as ours are, but rather refemble 
our fonnets, madrigals, or epigrams, whofe beauty chiefly 
confiils in varying the length of the verfes, the choice of fuch 
words as are to be pronounced in a mufical tone, and, we 
may add, that carry fome quaint or witty idea with them, or 
fome pathetic expreflions and allufions, that ferve to enliven 
the ftyle. They have another fort of poetry, without rhyme, 
which confifts in a continued antithefis, or oppolition of the 
thoughts, that form the piece; fo that if the firft thought 
relates to the fpring, the next lhall relate to autunWi; if the 
one fpeaks of fire, the other lhall mention water; and fo on. 
Which kind rather requires patierxe, than Ikill or genius; 
though one meets, in even fome of tliefe, fomething of the 
poetic enthufiafm, and now-and-then fome noble metaphor, 
which gives an elegance to the contraft P, 

The laft thing we lhall fpeak of, under this head, is their 
dramatic pieces and novels; neither of which have indeed 
any other excellency in them above thofe of EuropCy except 
that they are generally calculated to inftruft and reform, to 
recommend virtue, and expofe vice, to inculcate the neceflary 
reward of the one, and punilhment of the other : whereas 
ours, at leaft thofe of this laft century paft, feem rather de- 
figned to captivate and inflame the paffions, by dealing fo 
much in love-affairs, intrigues, and other immoral feenes and 

• 
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as commonly produce a quite contrary efFe^l. In 
other refp^s, thdr dramatic performances, which are moftly 
of the tragi-comic kind, interlarded perhaps with a Ihort 
farce, have little of the fnblime or heroic, and have a mani- 
feft defeft running through them all, which ftiews the po¬ 
verty of their genius; viz. that, inftead of furprifing their 
audience in fome Imperceptible way, and as it «vere unde- 
figncdly, with the character of the perfons who compofe the 
drama, they oblige every aflor to declare it, at his firft ap¬ 
pearance on the llage, in fome fuch words as thefe: I am the 
emperor or king of * * *, and a declared enemy to all ty¬ 
ranny and cruelty ; I am the great general * * *, or prime 
minifter of king * * *, and a ftedfait friend to, or irrecon- 
cileable enemy to, fuch and fuch, meaning fome other chara- 
fter in the play. The reader may fee fome few inllances of 
their genius, in the dramatic and novel kind, in Du Hahle 
by which he may form an idea of the reft, without our in- 
larging any farther upon them. 

As to their hiftory, if we may rely upon what both the Hijlory. 
Chinefe, and the generality of writers, fay of it, no nation 
ever took more care to preferve and tranfmit a fiiithful mid 
fuccindl ones of their empire, from the very foundation of 
it, and to record the annals of their good and wicked mon- 
archs with greater impartiality, and free from that flattery 
and fycophancy which thofe of other empires are commonly 
fraught with (H). This was their practice, not only at the 

imperial 


^ Ubi fup. vol. ii. p. 143, &c. 


(H) Their method for doing 
it effe^lually is admirable, and 
deferves an univerfal imitation. 
There is a fett number of doc¬ 
tors, of known probity, whofe 
bufinefs is to obferve all the 
words and actions of the empe¬ 
ror, and, unknown to one an¬ 
other, to fet them down in a 
loofe ftieet of paper, which is 
afterwards to be.put through a 
flit into a chclt ‘made for that 
purpofe. In that paper they 
relate, with great freedom and 
fincerity, every thing; that hath 
been faid or done by him, whe¬ 
ther well or ill. For inilance, 
on fuch a day the emperor for- 


got his dignity, and gave toa 
great a loufe to bis palhon. On 
fuch a day, unmindful of every 
thing but his refentnient, he 
unjullly condemned fuch a per* 
fon, or difannulled an aft of the 
tribunal, without a caufe. Jn 
fuch a year, day, he gave 
fuch a Angular mark of his pa¬ 
ternal affedtion for his fubjefts i 
undertook a war for the defence 
of his people; or put an end to 
an expenfive one to eafe hia 
fubjefts, or for the honour of 
the empire; was congratulated 
by his whole court, for fuch 

an aftion, law, or fpeech, and 
appeared with an.air full ofmo- 
N 4 defty 
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imperial court, but in every kingdom under its dependency, 
and in every province of the empire; infomuch that not cnily 
every government, but every city belon^ng to it, hath been 
obliged, from time immemorial, to pnblilh an account of 
every confiderable tranfaftion which happened within its dif- 
trift. This account extends itfelf to the fituation, bounda* 
ries, climate, foil, and the moft remarkable places in it; the 
genius, commerce, and number, of its inhabitants ; the per- 
fons who have been moft diftinguiflied for their valour, learn¬ 
ing, probity, ^c. not excepting thofe of the female fex who 
have fignalized themfelves for their chaftity: coniugal, pa¬ 
rental, or filial, piety; nor even the monflrous births (I), and 
other prodigies, that have happened at any time ; all which, 
if they could but be ftripped of the marvellous and fabulous, 
for which thofe hiftorians betray but too great a fondnefs, would 
dbubdefs be of great fervice to compile and inrich the hillory 
of their nation ^ 

But though we fhould allow that they have been thus 
careful in prelerving their records for a great number of ages, 
yet, with refpeft to thofe of their earlieft times, we have fufii- 

* Vid. Martini, Le Compte, Du Halue, & al. 

defty and humility, in the midft fuckled it; in another place, 
of the praifes and apptaufes of that a fow brought forth a little 
his people. elephant. Stories of appari- 

Thc cheft, wherein thefe pa- tions, hobgoblins, often oc- 
pers are carefully preferved, is cur, efpecially where the bonzas 
never opened, either while the have had a hand in the repel- 
prince is living, or any of his ling, expelling, or fuppreffing, 
family upon the throne : but, them ; fometimes alfo fome rich 
when the crown pafies into an- perfons of both fexes will, by 
other houfe, or branch of the prefents, or fome kind of bri- 
royal family, then all thefe me- bery, to the governors, to 'get 
moirs are carefully colle£lcd,' themfelves recorded in thofe an- 
examined, and compared, in or- nals for fome remarkable piece 
dcr to difeover the truth j and, of merit; though none can ob- 
from thv'm, the hiftory of that tain that honour, unlefs he b* 
monarch is compiled fio) found deferving of it: and, to 

( 1 ) There j'hardly a prodigy, prevent any abufes of that na- 
or the mofi. a bfiird and incredi- ture, all the mandarins of every 
blc ftory, they will not in- city alTemble c,nce in 40 years, 
JTert in their lij. al records. Thus, to examine thnfe records, in or- 
in thofe of the city of Fu-chenv^ dcr to expunge whatever part 
they relate, that a woman was of them they difapprove of (11). 
brought-to-bed of a ferpent, and 

(loj Du BMdf, ubifuf. vol. ii. p. 146. W* ibid. & ftj. al. 
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tiendy in a fcwmer part of this w€wk, liow fittle depend¬ 
ence can be had dther on the antient Ckinefe records, br on 
what we find written concerning thofe early monarchs, by 
perfons who lived fo long after all thofe antient and venerable 
writings had been defigncdly deftroyed by fome of their ty¬ 
rannic princes *. We may indeed more fafely rdy on thofe 
which are of a more recent date, and aftft* the time of 
their great ConfuciuSy when they began to be more regu¬ 
larly kept and digefted after his model : but, as to that, we 
fhall refer our readers to what hath been already faid of it in 
the antient hiftory above-quoted, and to what we lhall have 
farther occafion to add in a fubfequent feOion. 

The laft thing we have to fpeak of, under this head, is Antient 
thdr language, which doth the more properly belong to it, Chincfe, 
as the thorough knowlege of it is one main branch of the Chi* 
neje learning, and fuch a one as cannot be attained to without 
great ftudy and application ; but, once acquired, is the moft 
fure and direft road to the higheft preferments and dignities 
in the government. What the antient language of the Chincfe 
was, its primitive roots, and affinity to the Hebrewy and other 
antient tongues, we have in fome meafure ftiewn in a former 
part of this work ‘ ; neither lhall we here enter into the con- 
troverfy about which of them is the moft antient or primi¬ 
tive language, which is a fubjeft too copious to be difcufled 
as it ought to be, in a work like this; but only obferve in Some 
general, that it is not without good grounds that feveral very pregnant 
learned men have given it the preference above all the antient proofs of 
ones, that of tht Mofaic hooks not excepted, as carrying ^ its bang ^ 
much greater variety of fuch charadteriftics as one would rca- primi* 
fonably expeft to find in an original or primitive tongue '***' 

The paucity of its radical words (which to this day exceed 
not 330), and the fimplicity of their founds, of which we 
lhall Ipeak in the fequel, cannot but be allowed to be every 
way anfwerable to the beft notions we can frame of thofe ear- 
lieft times, wherein mankind could have but very few ideas, 
and fuch as could be eafily conveyed by the fimpleft words or 
founds. 

On the other hand, their chufing to fplit thofe original ^heirfevt- 
words into fuch a vaft variety of fignifications, according as 
their ideas g^dually multiplied, rather than coin new ones for . 

et'ery new idea, muft needs appear to every unprejudiced per- 


every unprejudiced per- ^ 

number of 

* See Umv. Hift. vol. xx. pag. 109, & feq. & 150, ^ meanings, 

* Ibid. p. 131, tffeq. “ De hoc, vid. int. al. How el's 

ElTay on the Chinefe language, pa 0 im. Bayer, Mufic. Sinic. 

Welber, Shuckford, ic 

fon 
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fon a manifeft probf of their tenacious fondncfs, or perhaps 
rather, we fliould fay, refpeft for thdr mother-tongue; efpe- 
cially if he confiders how much eafier it would have been 
for them to have coined new words for all fuch new ideas, 
than toexprefs them by the mere difference of found or accent 
of their old ones; but that is a point we have neither time 
ereord^ttg nor room to efJarge upon. It mull be eafy to every reader to 
to the in- guefs to what a prodigious height the introdufiioii of arts 
freajie oj and fciences muft in time have multiplied the variety of founds 
their ideas, accents, and confequently of their charafters or hierogly¬ 

phics : and accordingly feme authors make them to amount 
to no fewer than from 6o to 80,000, a number too great for 
any one, efpecially a ftranger, to attain in fo fmall a fpace of 
time as three or four years, as fomc of the Jefuit miflionaries 
pretend to have done, unlefs we fuppofe there is either fomc 
alphabet, or fome other equivalent expeditious way of coming 
to the knowlegc of fuch a variety of combinations than they 
have been pleafed to acquaint us with. 

We, and other nations, who make ufe of an alphabet, and 
combine our letters lengthwife, which feems th.e eafieft and 
mofl natural way, and clog them with i'o inconfiderable a 
number of accents, plainly fee what time it requires, men 
with all thefe advantages, for a ) outh to become fo far a 
mafter of his fpelling-book, as readily to catch every fuch 
combination, and form it into a character or word ; for that, 
we take for granted, every read^^r is fenfible to be the cafe: 
for, as foou as he is once become a tolerable proficient in 
reading, he no longer joins letters into fyllables, and thefe 
into words, but takes at one glance of the eye the whole word, 
be it Ihort, or ever fj long, as the Chiuefc do one of their com¬ 
pound characters; fo that, unJefs he chance to meet with fome 
irregularity in the word, as when it is wrong fpelt, the letters 
miCplaccd, inverted, and the like, whicli recalls Ills alphabet to 
his mind, he runs over every one of them, as over fo many intirc 
characters, and the exotic words elephant^ hieroglyphic, Conjlan- 
tinoplc, &c. offer themfelvcs, under that notion, with the fame 
cafe and fpecd as his own native monofyllableb ox, (lieep, bread, 
w ood,'^!^. Blit if this eafy method of ours doth yet require 
fome years to be attained in any tolerable perfei^tion, what iniift 
it be fuppofed to do in an European who attempts to acquire 
the fame readinefs in the Chinefe charaClers, w'hich, befidcs 
their being combined in a quite different manner, are clogged 
with fuch vafl: variety of accents of fo many different imports, 
as to multiply the number of thofe charaCferstto above 60,000, 
unlefs there be fome particular, fomc fundamental clue, equi¬ 
valent tp our alphabet, to facilitate the learning of them ? 

Espe- 
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Especially if, to what hath been mentioned already, tpc Tbtirtbrei 
add, that there are, prpperly fpeaking, three forts of Ian- language 
guages in China ; viz. that of the common people, vhijCh is 
only ufed by them, and in compofitions of the loweft dais, as 
being by far theriideft of the three, and fplitting.itfelf into a 
great variety of dialects; and pronunciations. The next is that 
which is called tlie l:\ngnagc of the mandarins.and literati, 
and is nfed by all the politer part, and higher rank, of the 
Chincfc. In this fccond fort, which is properly rather a re- 7 he mtm- 
finement, or more poliflicd dialcdt, of the former, are written daring its 
an infinite variety <jf hiftoiies, novels, raid other compolitions 
of the like nature, in a ft)le noway inierior to our bell wri¬ 
tings either for clearners, elegaftce, purity, or politenefs. This 
ii> the language which was i'onncrly ufed at court, and hath been 
firicc propagated among the more polite and neighbouring pro¬ 
vinces to it : and hence it is that it is befl fpoken in thofe that 
are next to that of Kyann-nan; but it was with no fmall dif- 
ficulty, and by very How degrees, that it was afterwards pro¬ 
pagated through the rcll of the empire, for the conveniency of 
the govern men t. 

Tur third is that wliich may be properly ftyled the km- ^hewrit- 
guage of the learned, or of books, that is, of thofe that arc 
not written in the fame familiar fljle as that of the two former, 
but in fuch a one as is vaftly fnperior to them in fublimity, 
majclly, and brevity. This lah is now no longer ufed in 
common difeourfe, but is only wr itten ; and runs with fuch a 
noble flowing harmony, when read by thofe that are mailers 
of it, that the nicefl: ear may hear it with delight, notwith- 
Aanding its furprifing concifenefs, and the variety of accents 
in which it is to be pronounced. But as the knowlegepf this ^he fan- 
third fort is only a kind of dead one, and chiefly known by 
the learned of the higliefl rank, we fliall only add, to what we 
have faid of its Angular concifenefs, that each thought is 
nerally exprefled in about four or fix characlers, and witli- 
out any pointing ; fb that the learned are left to judge where 
the fenfc concludes, by the mere nature of the didlion, and 
yet they are feldoni, if ever, miftaken in that particular. 

But to return to the mandarin or polite language: it hath 
this peculiar property, to be the moft conciie, and barren 
of words, and the mofl copious and extenflve in fenfe, of any 
either antient or modern, in the whole world. The number 
of its words doth not amount, as was lately hinted, to above 
330, all monofyllables, indeclinable, and for the moft part 
ending with a vowal, or with an n or ; and yet contains ^ 
fuch a variety of meanings, according to the accent or tone 
they are pronounced in, as to ferve in all exigencies, and to 
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be extr^ely copious and* fi^ificant. Again, the c<Mnpound- 
ing of thde monofyllables multipUes their primitive ngnifica- 
tibn into a variety of new ones; all which dorii fo inrich 
5 t, that they are never at a lofs how to exprefs themfdives, not 
Only in all mdgencies relating to human life, but in all their 
vmious arts and fciences, in the moil proper and intelli^ble 
Large ihannw. Wd cannot give a more pregnant proof of the almoll 
Chinefe infinite. Variety of ideas which are conveyed by the few nSono* 
di£fiMary. fyUables above-mentioned, than the dictionary which was 
compiled by order of the late empcrcHT Kang-hif wirich> tho* 
printed in a fmall character, yet amounted to 95 volumes, 
moft of them very thick; and yet was found fo foort erf com¬ 
prehending the whole language, that they thought it neccllary 
to add a fupplement to it of 24 volumes more. As there is 
therefore no language in the world that would not be exhaufted 
in lefs than half the number of thofe volumes, fo there can 
be none fo copious as the Chinefe^ or that can boaft to have 
exified fo many thoufand years in the fame (late in which it 
continues to this day. 

We have ftill a more pregnant proof erf the richnefs of 
this language, from the number of inflexions by which they 
alter the lignification of original words. Thefe are chiefly 
live ; the firfl; of which confiils in fpeaking it in a plain even 
tone; the fecond, in ralfing it a note or two higher; the 
third, in giving it a very acute found or pronunciation; the 
fourth, a fwift defeent from the acute to the grave accent, 
or from a higher to a lower note ; the fifth and laft, in dc- 
fceiiding ftill lower. There are ftill fome other accents, fo 
peculiar to their nation, that it would be impofllble to give 
Uny ktea of them to an Euro^eany and which yet ferve to the 
•fame end. But, from thefe live, our readers may cafily judge 
of the whole; for if we can, by the combination of 24 let¬ 
ters, form fome myriads of words, what muft be the refult 
of their 330 origind words, when multiplied by all thofe in¬ 
flexions ? 


if learning 
it from 
kooks. 


It would be an ufelefs talk to carry our inquiries farther 
into the genius, grammar, and other peculiarities, of this 
language (K), which the curious may fee in tliofe authors who 

have 


^ Vid. Macailj-an, Le Compts, Martini, Du Hai.de, 
&c. 

(K) From the fcautling we be, and what a deal of time and 
have given above, our readers pains it mull take to come even 
will ealily gaefs how difiicult at a tolerable knowlcge of fuCh 
arid endlef!! i'uch a talk would a. copious and intricate Ian- 

3 guage. 
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have written upon it ex pr<feffo \ or to dwell IcHig^ on tho 
difficulty of learning it, efpecially to Grangers, fyom the Vitr 
rious lignificattons which tj^ words acqiure by that variety of 
accents, as well as from the difficulty of rightly diftlnguKldng 
them. To, give an inibnce of it; the word Chu^ or ShA^ 
pronounced in the higher note, and loigthening^the vowel 
fignlHes a mafter, lord; in a lower tone, a hog; pronounced 
ihort, it fignifies a kitchen ; and with a flrong mafculine ton^ 
a pillar, or column. According to the fame variation dF ac¬ 
cents, the word Po, though fo fliort a monofyllable, hath no 
lefs than eleven diffierent figiiihcations; in the one it ligniBes 
a glafst 1^ another to hoilf in a third to fan pr •winnow com, 
in others it means to hcak, to fplit, to water, to prepoTe^ an 
old womaUt a JlavCy a liberal man, a prudent perfon, and a 
little. Very near the fame thing may be hud of all th^ other 
primitive words, and the weat difficulty a reader will find to 
inveftigate their variety of fignifications, from any rules hi¬ 
therto given us, and much greater ftill to comprehend the 

difierent founds, fix. the various meanings from the ieverai 

• 

^ Lud. Tomas s. Gloflar. Univerf. Bayer, Grammatic. 
Sinic. 1 . ii. Sc Mufic. Sinenf. Scuinolek. Fentagl. Martin. 
Hift. Sinic. lib. i. pag. 22, St feq. Le Compte State of China, 
lett. 7. D V Halos Engl. voi. i. p. 359, & feq. ii. 140, St feq. 

cuage. Magaillan doth indeed likewife a very retentive memo- 
luppofe, that an 'European might ry; and even with all thefe a 
eafily learn it in a few months, man may Hill mifearry, whofe 
and with more eafe than the ear hath not been accufiomed 
Greek or Latin, becaufe all the from his infancy to djftingiiiih 
words that compofe it might be that great variety of founds, and 
learnt in a day. He might as who hath not framed his voice 
well have affirmed, that mufic to a right modulation of them $ 
might be learnt in an hour, as feeing the leaft deviation from 
Le Compte juftly obferves, be- it will give the word another 
caufe the few notes of it may be and perhaps a quite oppofitc 
learnt in lefs than a minute fenfe.' The fame may be faid 
(12). of a good number of their coqr 

The primitive words may be fonants,efpeclally the compound 
indeed eafily learnt; but the dif> ones, as tf-ng ; and of their gut- 
ference cf accents, tones, modu- turals, which have a quite dif- 
lations, and other changes of ferent found from that we are 
their voice, by which their great ufed to give them; and can ne- 
variety of fignifications is con- ver be perfeflly attained, except 
veyed to the mind, is not only people begin to learn diem 
a work which requires the great- when they are young, 
eil lludy aad application, but 


frays 


(\i) Ubi p.p, Utt, 7» 
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‘ wiys of fpcUing by which the miflionaries, and other Euro^ 
fedn writers, have endeavoured to exprefs them; fo that, 
after the moff curious and intenfe application in confulting all 
the grammars and lexicons of the Chinefe tongue, and oblerv- 
ing; the vaft difference in which thofe authors fpell the very 
feme word; "and what pains fome of the latter fort, particu¬ 
larly Father Du Haidcy and his Englijh interpreter, have taken 
to fix fome more certain rules for writing that language in 
our Europeaft charafters, and how fliort they themfdves own 
they have come of the mark ; it will not be a wonder if, after 
all thefe pains, they do not fet down at the foot of the account 
Labour lost. 

Great *ua- For it is not only the tnilgar Chinefe (which hath as many 
riety of different dialedls and pronunciations as there arc cities and 
villages) that is thus hard to be attained, but the fame diffi¬ 
culty runs, though not in the dime degree, through the man¬ 
darin or polite language, which is moll univerfally fpoken 
and pro- through the empire ; for not only every province, but every 
uuncia- city and town, and it can Imdly be otherwife, pronounces it 
tioni. in fdme different way; which, confidering that this chiefly 
fixes the various fignifications of the lame word, makes it 
quite unintelligible to ail the reft, except fuch as, by travel or 
converfation, have accultomed themfelves to that variety ; fo 
that it often happens that a man, who hath perfectly leai ncd 
the pronunciation of one province, will find himfelf as it were 
ill a flrange country as foon as he pafles into another, and will 
be forced to rack his brain to iinderitand what is faid to him, 
or ,to make himfelf underflood : and though the Chinefe of 
ofic province may, by cullom, obfervation, or fome kind of 
roti^ be able to underfland thofe of another, the cafe will be 
found quite otherwife with a ftranger, who, after he hath 
fptfnt three or four years in learning it, and can make fliift to 
ftammer it in fuch a manner as to be tolerably well underflood 
by thofe that are ufed to his jargon, will be forced, after all, 
to have an interpreter whenever he. happens to be among thofe 
be never faw before. We will only add, that, befldes the 
%'arious ways in which each province founds the vowels and 
CQipfonants, and the different accents or tones in which they 
pronounce the woids, they obferve feveral dej^rees of lenity 
and’ rapidity in fpeaking them, to exprefs their proper flg- 
nification, which may ealily efeape the nicefl ear that hath 
not been early accnflonied to them; for want of due attention 
even on which nice particular either in the speaker or hearer, 
men will, iuftead pf underftaixding each other, cither be 

y Du Haloe, ubi fupra. 
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playing at crofs-purpofes, or be forced to be ever repeatkig 
what they have faid or heai-d ; fo that, upon the whole, the 
Chinefe language can never be learnt to any tolerable degree, 
except it be done from one’s very infancy 

Their writing is ftill more difficult and intricate, becaofe, Writinr. 
as we lately hinted, they write not with letterg, or an alpha¬ 
bet, as mcrfl other nations do, but by chitraflers figniiying a 
fyllable or whole word, and which, though chiefly com- 
pofed of fix principal flrokes, fuch as the reader will find 
defcribed in the margin (L), yet may be, and are, combined . 

into 

* Du Halde, & al. fop. citac. 


(L) As our writing-mafters 
tell us, that mod of the letters 
of our alphabet are compofed 
of the j and o; fo the Chinefe 
pretend, that all their charatfters 
are, properly fpeaking, formed 
of the fix following ilrokes (13;: 

' but how, and by what rules, 
thefe are combined to gether, to 
compofe fuch an infinite variety 
of charaflers, we are not told j 
and whoever will be at the pains 
of analyiing any large quantity 
of their chara£lcrs, will foon 
difeover a great variety of their 
members,which are by no means 
reducible to the fix above-men¬ 
tioned, though he fiiould allow 
himfelf the liberty of altering 
their pofition all manner of 
ways, as a tranfverfe into an up¬ 
right, or even turning them up- 
fide down, or about to all points 
of the conipafs. This protended 
rule feems therefore to us ra¬ 
ther an atnuftfinent, calculated 
b/ the fuperibr clafs of the lite- 
'rati, or dodlors of the firft rank, 
merely to conceal the true my- 
ftery of combining them not on¬ 
ly from the vulgar and itran- 


gers, but from the lower clafies 
of their learned, or rather per¬ 
haps to difeourage them from 
attempting the difcovery of it, 
by putting them upon a wrong 
feent, which, they well know, 
will foon make them deipair of 
ever coming at it. * ' 
Were we to allow ourfelves 
the liberty of following the con¬ 
jecture of a few learned men ia 
fome of our foreign academies, 
which, though hitherto unfuc- 
cefsful in unravelling the whole 
myllery, yet have dived fo far 
into it, as to give one very 
flrong hopes that the founda¬ 
tion is juft; and may in time, by 
proper helps and application, 
and a genius fuicableto the talk, 
be fee in lb clear a light, as to 
put it beyond all polfibility of 
doubting; we ihould tell our 
readers, which is no more than 
we believe, and are in a great 
meafure convinced of by our 
own experience, that all this in¬ 
finite variety of charadlers is 
as reducible to a regular alpha¬ 
bet, as our infinite variety of 
words is; only with this differ¬ 
ence, that whereas we difpo^ 
our vowels and confonants ia 
one way, that is, one after an¬ 


other. 


(13) Du HulJe, ubi fup, vol,i, f, 



B. H 

intio fucb a prodigious variety, as exceeds the capacity of moft 
men to l«irB in a whole life, though natives, and men cf 
letters; and it is to this, vaft multitude of chara£ters, and the 
difficulty of leirning their feveral ccwnbinations, that moft 
writers impute the Tmah progrefs and improvements which 
iii&‘€hinefe na^on hath made in the fciences, there being (b 
great a part of their time fpent in learning to read and write 
their own language. 

Antikntly they only ufcd hieroglyphics, and rather 
painted than wrote : a round circle fignified the fan, a crefcent 
the moon, a fquare the earth or a lioufe, a crooked line bend¬ 
ing in and out, a river, a triangular figure, a mountrin, a group 
of trees, a foreft, <bc. which might be eafily done, when the 
number of ideas was contained within a fmall compafs, and 
exchanged confined to things tangible, vifible, 6c.; but when they be- 
firthepre- gan to multiply, and extend to fuch objefts as could not be 
fent cha- reprefcnted by drawing, they were obliged to have recourfe 
xaSers. charafters, of which we have given an account in a 

former part of this work" ,• and which, whether proper 
hieroglyphics, or not, are combined in fuch a regular manner, 
as to anfwer to all the vafl variety of terms ufed by them, both 
in all exigencies of life, and in all their arts and fciences ; but 
the manner of joining and combining the feveral ori^nal 

• SeeUuiv. Hift. vol. xx. p. 133, & feq. 
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ether, in the fame order as they 
arefoaaded.and with the accents 
over the letters, they, on the 
contrary, place the confonant 
in the moft confpicuous part of 
the chararier, and the vowels, 
accents, and other critical points 
or marks, on the top and bot¬ 
tom, and on either fide, accord¬ 
ing to Tome certain rules pre- 
fixed and agreed among them. 
All this may the more eafily be 
done in their language, by rea- 
ibn of the (hortnefs of their 
vlibrds, which fcldom exceed 
two confonants and two vowels, 
and perhaps an accent or two, 
either tonicsl or grammatical. 

It would even be eafy to ihcw. 


that the mercantile part mufi 
have fome more expeditions 
way to read and write thofe 
chara^ers, which barely relate 
to their profelfion, their religion, 
and morality, than that tedious 
and intricate way we have been 
fpeaking of; becaufc we are 
told, they are commonly iiv- 
flruiSed in them from their in¬ 
fancy, down even to the chil¬ 
dren of the meaneft mechanics; 
and they contra£l thereby fuch 
a habit, or even delight, in 
reading, that oijie ihalf hardly 
fee any of them, when their 
hands are off from their bufi- 
nefs, without a book before 
them (14). 


fl4^ Martini, Lt Cmpte, Atbanas, iSrcher Chin. Ilhflrat, Niruheff. Du 
Uuide, 


flrok« 
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(trokes which compofe if, and run through the whole, is a 
jnyftei^ known only to the higheft clafs of the learned. 

These charafters have been lince multiplied to fuch a dc- «jm- 
grce, as to amount to 25,000, according to fome ; to 30,000 of 
or 40,000, according to others ; and by fome of the latter 
writers even to 80,000 ; though there are but few of tlieir 
literati who underftand half of them, and he is reckoned a of learning 
very learned man amongft them who is mafter of 15,000 or 
20,000 ; becaufe the greater number of them a man knows, 
the greater quantity and variety of books he is able to read. 

By this, if it be really the cafe, one may guefs what length of 

time it mull take to learn fuch a prodigious number of them, 

to diftingui/h when they are or are not compounded, and to 

remember their refpeftive lignifications and lliapcs; if what The true 

we lately hinted do not make it more than probable, that ffiethod 

their higheft ranks of literati are poffefled of a more expedi- Probably 

tious way of attaining this kind of learning, which they yet 

may defignedly conceal from the reft, to prevent the too great 

increafe of competitors to the higheft preferments in the ftate; 

and to referve to themfelvcs and families the ftiorteft and gafieft 

way to wealth, honour, and grandeur, and, what they feem 7heir 

to affeft above all the reft, to the diftinguifliing prerogative 'i^earingef 

of wearing long nails (M). And this may probably account ^ongnatls, 

for the fmall number of thofe eminent literati in comparifon 

the reft, who attain their knowlege in the learned books by 

the mere drudgery of labour and ftudy ; though even in this 

laft cafe, it muft be owned, that thofe who can advance fo 

far as tube able to read about 10 or 15,000 charadlers, may 

ftill be learned enough to exprefs themfelves clearly in their 

own language, and to be able to read a fufficient number of 

books to pafs for men of learning, and be intitled to fome 

confiderable polls in the government (N). 

Besides 

(M) It is efteemed a charac* xicons and vocabularies, in 

teriftic and prerogative of a which that vatt variety of cha- 
profuund fcholar, or a roan of rafters is ranked in feveral claf- 
deep learning, among the Chi- fes, pretty much in the fame 
neje, to wear their nails of a . roecliod as the llcbrenu ones do 
confiderable length ; infomoch all their words under thek re* 
that fome of tBclr rooft eminent fpeftive roots. Thus, for in> 
doftors will have them as long llance, every thing that relates 
as their fingers. to heaven^ earthy mountain, man, 

(N) To eafe th/s learners as horfe, &c. is to be looked for 
much as they think proper in under the charr.ftcr of heaven, 
this difficult tailt, thefe doftors earth, mountain, m.m, horfe, 
have compiled fome forts oi le- K-c'c. Thefe vocabularies are 

Mod, Hut. Vol. VIll*. O moie 
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Am »U Besides the chara^ers above-meatioaed, they have a very 
fort fiill in an dent fort Bill in ufe among them, tho’ chiefly in tides, infcrip- 
ff/i' dons, feals, and devices, and in fome old books, which, for that 
reafon, the learned arc obliged to underftand. They have 
alfo a common running-hand for deeds, bonds, afts of juftice, 
drc. And, laftly, they make ufe of a letter or peculiar cha- 
rafter for difpatch of bufmefs; but which requires a more 
than ordinary ftudy and application, on account of the great 
variety of ftrokes, abbreviations, ligatures, and other llngii- 
larities, which make it diflicult to learn 

^heir hie writing, efpecially among thofe of higher 

* ‘ rank, is grave, concife, abftrufe, and alJegoiical ; and fome- 

times fo obfeure, that its requires a perfeft knowlcge of the 
charadlers, as well as a deep attention to them, to avoid 
making frequent miftakes in reading them. Their allegories are 
bold, and often fublime; but that which gives the greateft 
ornament to their ftylc, is the frequent interfperfing it with 
fentences out of the canonical books. Next to tliat, they value 
themfelves extremely for writing neatly, drawing their cha- 
rafters truly and beautifully, for that they prefer to fine paint¬ 
ing and even the unlearned will pay an uncommon regard 
for a ferap of paper on which the charafters are finely written, 
though they know not what it contains. 

%Ve^ .of Their way of writing thofe charaflers (contrary to moft 
Kioriting, other nations) is from the top to the bottom. They begin 
their firft line on the right fide, and fo go regularly on to the 
left. They obferve the fame rule with refpefl: to the order 
of their pages; fo that the fai'thefl; of them towards the 
Injfru- right is always the firll. They ufe pencils inllead of pens, 
mentj, which they hold, not obliquely, but upright, and fcarcely fuf» 
fer their hand to touch the paper. Their ink is a compound 
of lamp-black, made of fome forts of burnt woods, or oil, 
and mix>ed with a kind of gum-water, which gives it a con- 
fiftency; after which it is call in oblong'fquare cakes, for ufe, 
after having firft mixed with it fome quantity of mulk, or 


** Athan. Kercher, Chin. Illuilr. Martini, Le Comptb, 
Du Halde, 8c al. 

more or Icfs exteniive, that is, or more j but the moft completf 
comprehend a greater or lefler is that which they call the Hay- 
number of charafters, as fuits fyent in which they may find 
beft with theexigence of the Icar- any of thofe which arc wanting 
ner. Some of them containing in the leffer ones (15). 
only about 8000, others 10,000, 

Ct^) Martini, Le Comfit, jitbanaf, Kircbir Chin, Vliflr, Nieubtff, Du 
HalJe, tr «/. 

other 
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other perfume, to take oJff* the difagreeable fmell of the lamp-- 
black, which is alfo more or Jefs fetid, according to the nature 
of the oil or combuftiijle of which it is made. When ink 
hath been preferved a confldetable time, it is then feldom ufed 
for writing; but becomes, according lo them, an elfcdlual re¬ 
medy againft the bloody-flux, and convulfion» in children. 

They look upon it as an excellent alcali, and fweetener of the 
blood, by abforbing the (harp juices of it. The dofe is com¬ 
monly about two drachms of it to a grown perfoa, in a glafs 
of water or wine. 

Their paper, which has been commonly fuppofcd amongft ?apr. 
us to be made of filk, by reafon of its thinnefs, and beautiful 
white (hining colour, is made of the inwai d bark of the bam¬ 
boo, and feveral other tiees (O). They have feveral forts of 
it; which, with their various ways of making, whitening, 
filvering, and preferving, it, the reader may fee at laige in Dvl 
H aldCf and other authors It is lo thin and tranfparent, 
that it will not bear being written but on one fide ; iind, when 
they are obliged to write on both fides, they generally double 
the leaves, and join them together with a fine glue, whifh is 
fcarcely difcernible ; the paper being fo fmooth and even, 
and the glue fo thin and clear, that it Hill looks like a finglc 
leaf. And this is the method they iile alfo vi ith refpeft to 
their bound botiks, whether written or printed, as well as 
with the prints or cuts that are interleaved with them. The 

* Athan. Kerciier. Chin. Illuftr. Martini, Le Compte, 

Du Halos, & al. 

(O) That which is moft in walhed it, mix it with the feed 
ufe among them, is called Ku- of the Stfa-mou (wliich is the 
chiy from the Chu-ku^ or Kii-chuj fame as the Fort.tguefe call Ger- 
tree, from whofe inner rind it gelino]> and fcatter them toge- 
is taken ; which tree in figure ther, at random, upon the 
nearly refembles our mulberry, ground 1 he Gergrlino will 
but, by its fruit, is rather a ^rout out with the full Ihoots 
kind of fig-tree. of the CJju ku’, but you muil 

Their herbals preferibe a me- take care not to cut it in the 
thod of cultivating this ufeful autumn, nor in the win tr, but 
plant, fo as to produce the flay till the next fpring, and 
greater quantity of bark, and then fet fiie to the field. That 
in the perfeftion that is required very year you will fee the plants 
for making this fort of paper; of the Cha ku increafe emfider- 
which is as follows. At the ably; and a: the end ol tiircc 
vernal equinox, take the ker- years it \/ill be fit to cut, and 
nd of the tree, and having make paper of ■. fc,. 


{l6) Du Ualde, ubi fup. p. 36$^ ^ fi"^- 
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invention of paper in Chinas according to their account of it, 
is reckoned to be almoft as old as our ChrtfUan sera, or within 
about fifty years of it** ; before that time, they rather en¬ 
graved, than wrote, with an iron tool, upon thin planks of 
lorne hard wood, or of bamboo, which were confequcatly 
more laAlng than any parchment. At leafi all their canonical, 
and other valuable antient books, were couched upon fuch 
hard and durable materials, and not upon paper made of the 
bark of trees, as fotne late writers have abfurdly imagined,' 
and even ventured to affirm f. In procefs of time, they came 
to write with the hair pencil upon white fattin; and, after 
the invcntioji of printing, upon fome fort of paper, but fuch 
as was fill* enough from being fo friable and brittle as hath 
been pretended ; efpecially that which is brought thither from 
Korea, and is very near of the fame toiighnefs as vcllom ; tho’, 
had that which they ufed for printing been lefs durable, the 
planks would have iVill rem-ained the fame. 

Trintin^ Thk art of printing hath been in ufe in China frean time 
different immemorial, but in a very difierent manner from that which 
from ours, we life in Europe ; though it is not improbable that the cele- 
Tl>e hint hratcvl John Fuji, or Fait/i, of Mentz, took the firll: hints erf 
his diiLf)very from them, bis fiilf eflays being exaftly after 
$hem. r}\c.Cfnnef; manner, by wooden planks, and with the fame kind 
of ink, and only on one fide of the paper or parchment *, till 
his foii'in-].iw Peter Scheoffer invented the fufilc or metal types, 
and, \\ ith them, a now fort of ink made of vaniiffi, or boiled 
oil, the fame whitli hath been in ufe ever lince ; but thishn- 
provement would be .ibfolmely impriuftlcablc among the Chi- 
tiefe, on account of the vafi number ol charadlers they ufe, 
which would require cafes of forac hundreds of yards in length 
Way of to contain c\cn one bare half of them. Their method is, 
frintino. whenever they 'want any thing to be printed, to have the copy 
well and exaffly tranferibed by a good writing-raafier ; after 
which, every p-age is glued very fmootlily on a feparate block 
of fome hea d wood, like thofe we ulc here for wooden cuts ; 
fo that the engraver hath nothing to do but follow the exadt 
flrokcs of his copy, by cutting down with a fliarp-pointed 
knife all the wood that lies under the white of the paper, and 

kaving all the black ftrokes untouched, which by that means 

• 

•* Atuam. Kerchfr. Chin.Illuftr. M.artini, Le Compti, 
Du Halde. & al. Du Halde,vo 1 . i, p. :j73. f R'nodaut 
tp. P. Premar. in Recueil de Lettres edifiantes, vol. xix. p. 478, 
& feq. “ Vid. Malincrot &;Tri7hem. de orig. art. 

typo«r. Chevalier La Caille Ferti l Orig. de riniprtraeri*. 
Orlakui Orlgine della Stamper. Maitair. Annal. Typogr, 
Paluek Hifi. of Priming, lib. i. U al. 
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beconift cmbofled, dnd prominent enough' to recdve the ink 
upon them. In this way of printing, which requires as many Ad^v^m- 
blocks as the book contains pages, there can be no long time tages of 
fpent in correfling the proofs, feeing the graver works, by 
theftrokes of the copy itfelf; and cannot poffibly err, if the « 

manufeript be exaft. There aie feveral othq; advantages in 
it, which o jrs hath not; one is, that thofe planks, when en¬ 
graved, may ferve for as many editions as the work will bear, 
and at any diflance of time, without the neceffity of a new 
compofition, or other labour, than perhaps retouching the 
faces of the charadlers when they are battered by long life. 

Another is, that they only print the fheets as they are befpoke; 
fo that they are in no danger of lofing by over-printing them- 
felves, as is too commonly the cafe in Europe. A third is, 
when a book is bca)me fcarce, and not eafily to be got, one 
may go to the priritd?; and get a flngle one printed U'ith cafe, 
cheapnefs, and expedition; there being no more required 
than the looking out the blocks, and bringing them to the 
prefs. The lafl advantage we fhail mention is, that they can 
print books in any other language in the fame way, and with 
all the ornaments of initial letters, head and tail-pieces, &t\ 
and, provided the copy be but exaflr, and finely written, it 
may be not only fairly and exaiflly cut, bur even receive fome 
improvements from the engraver. The only inconvenience it JD/fzJ. 
hath, befides that of being printed only on one fide, is, that 'van/^tgr^ 
it requires a vaft deal of room to keep thofe blocks in, .and 
fiich as, were books to be printed with them in fuch vafl quan¬ 
tities as they are in Europe, no printer could poflibly find 
flowage for; fo that, all things duly weighed, our European 
method is vaftly preferable to it (P). 

We 


(P) We are told, however (17), 
that they have fince fallen info 
a way of printing by feparate 
types, not indeed of metal, as 
ours are, but of wood ; and, by 
the help of thcm,corrc£t and al¬ 
ter their Pre/ent State of China, 
which is printed at Peeking every 
three months.* Our author adds, 
on the authority of common 
report, that the fame thing is 
done at Nan~ki»g ^nd Su-chenu, 
where they print little books as 
neatly and correctly as thofe 


that are engraven by the bed 
hands. If that be true, which 
we much quedion, it can never 
be done with fo little difficulty 
as he pretends : for, if we fhould 
allow thofe books to require no 
more of thofe characters than 
1000, and we can hardly fup- 
pofe that any of them can con¬ 
tain lefs than 1000 difFerenc 
words (that, efpecially, called 
The Prefent State of China, one 
would rather fuppofe to require 
at lead double chat number); a 


^17^ Vid, Salmuth on Pjvcirol, & al.am^,fiip,citatt 
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We hate already takea notice of their folding or daubling 
the paper, as its tranfparency will not admit of its being 
printed on both lldes, without confounding the charafters. 
Hence, in the binding of their books, they take care to have 
the fold at the edge, or outward margin, and the opening at 
the back, at which they join one leaf to the other ; and, in 
order to direft-the binder how to place the ftieets, fo as to 
anfwer each other exaftly, there is a black line drawn upon 
the folds of the Iheets, w’hich runs through the whole number 
of them, and ferves to the fame purpofe as the regifter or 
point-holes which are made in our printed Ikeets, which not 
Only direft the prelTmen how to place them exa^Hy at the 
reiteration, but Ukewife the binder how to fold them up ex- 
aftly, and according to their form. Thdr books are com¬ 
monly covered with a kind of grey pafleboard, or, if for the 
curious, with a fine fattin, or flowered illk. Some of the richer 
fort are covered with red brocade, interfperfed with gold and 
filver flowers, and appear neat enough to the e)e, tho’ none 
of them either fo convenient or beautiful as ours ^ 

“■ ^ Martini, Le Compte, Do Haide, & al. 

cafe, containing looo boxes, ing and warping of the wood, 
cannot be fo cahly reached, nor it would be in fome meafure 
every character fo readily found impoiTiblc to keep the lines ftrait 
out by a compofitor, as he ima- and perpendicular ; or, though 
giues. To which we may add, the form be kept ever fo clofe- 
that feparate wooden types, ly locked up, to prevent fome 
fhould we fuppofe them to be of thofe charafters ftarting up 
even a quarter of an inch fquare, above their level, or even quite 
will be apt in time to twill and out from the reft which would 
warp with the weather, and fooii Chew them the neceftity of 
much more by the dampnefs of exchanging them for fufile or 
the Chinffe ink, which is not metal ones; for this, we are 
made of oil boiled into a var- told by the writers above-quo- 
nilh, as that which our printers ted, of the origin of printing in 
ufc, which neither their wooden Europe, happened to the firft 
blocks Or types nor their foft difeoverers and improvers of 
paper, could admit of j but it that art, whofe frequent mif- 
is of a watery nature, like that carriages with thole wooden 
we write with, e-.cept that it types put them upon excogi- 
is mixed with a final] quantity rating the more fdid metal ones 
of glue, lo give it a confiftence : (i 8). 
fo that, by the frequent fwell. 

(x%) Silmutb en Pavcirt!, & guO. fup. titat. 
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SECT. V. 

Of the Agriculture^ Silk ManufaUure^ China-ware^ 

Japan^ Varnijh^ and other inferior Arts^ of the Chi- 
nefe. 

» 

AMONG their other inferior arts, we fliall begin with that -^gricul- 
of agriculture, not only as the moft antient and benefi- ^^^egrtat- 
cial among, but as befl underftood, encouraged, and im- ^ 
proved, by, them, beyond any other nation in the whole 
world. We have already given, in a former part of this 
work 5, fomc account of the vaft encouragement and improve¬ 
ment which it received from Shm-no7ig, their very fecond em¬ 
peror : their hiftory furni/hes us with many other fuch iignal 
examples, particularly that of their feventh monarch Tau^ 
who, according to them, began to reign 2357 years before 
Chrili, and who preferred a worthy hulbaiidman, named 
Shun^ to his own ion, to fucceed him in the empire. Shm, 
and his fuccelTor Tu, who was chofen after the fame manner, 
not only promoted hulbandry wdth uncommon zeal, bat the 
latter wrote feveral books on that fubjeft, taught them hovs^ 
to drain the low lands, to till, dung, and water them, in the 
eafieft and moft frugal manner. Their examples were fol¬ 
lowed by fo many of their fuccefTors, that it infpired the fub- 
jefts with an extraordinary efteem and fondnefs for all kinds 
of agriculture, and made them readily fubmit to the greateif 
fatigues and hardftiips of it, not fo much from a regard to 
the emoluments accruing from it, as from a kind of lacred 
veneration they liad conceived for thofe antient and royal pro¬ 
moters and encouragers of it. 

Hence, as is currently believed, took birth that grand and Afejlivat 
folemn feftival which is celebrated every year in all the cities in to iu ha^ 
China, in the day of the fun’s ingrefs into the 15th degree of 
Aquarius, which is with them the beginning oS. the fpring ((^ ), 

as 


« See before, Univ. Hill. vol. xx. p. 130. 139, &feq. 

(Q_) The jteremony of this that folemn manner, moves to- 
feftival is as follows ; The go- wards the eaftern gate of the 
vernor, or chief mandarin, of city, as it were to meet the 
every city, is carried out of his fpring, attended with feveral 
palace in a chair q£ ftate, pre- litters painted and adorned with, 
ceded by banners, torches, and variety of curious filk tapeftiy, 
mufical inftruments. He is exhibiting the portraitures of il* 
crowned with flowers, and, in luftrious peifons, who had prac-- 

O 4 tifed 
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as well as that other ceremony performed by every new em'pe- 
l or, in the rural way, of which we have given an account in 
a former feflion^*. One further encouragement fome of their 
wife monarchs have given to hufbandry, is worth obferving ; 
viz. that every governor of each city is obliged to fend an 
account every^ year of the perfon who fignalizes himfelf moft 
by his indulh y and application in this way, who is thereupon 
raifed to the dignity of a mandarin of the eighth order, and 
intitled to the drefs, infignia, and other honours, belonging 
to that rank *; and fo intent are thofe at the helm upon this 
point, that, upon the arrival of the deputies of the governors 
at court, the emperor never fails of alking them in what con¬ 
dition the fields appeared to them ; and, when a dearth hap¬ 
pens in any of the provinces, either through a long drought, 
a fwarm of locufts, drc. thofe monarchs commonly remit to 
them a great part, if not the whole tribute of grain of that 
year, as wc have formerly feen by fome of their declarations 
from the throne 


Ttrtilitytf 1 t mufl be owned, that the foil, for the moft part, as 
the foil, well as the happy temperature of their climate, doth richly 

deferve, as well as amply reward, their care: and though, 


^ See before, p. 27, & fcq. 


CoMrTE, Martini, & al. fup. citat. 
p. 166, (E). 


* Vid. Du Hai.de, Le 
^ See before. 


tifed hufbandry, and other hillo- 
ries on that fubjeA. The llrects 
are covered with tapeftry, and, 
at proper diftances, adorned with 
triumphal arches, lamps, and 
ether illuminations. 

Among other figures carried 
in the proccfTion, there is a cow 
of earthen w are, w ith gilt horns, 
A ;d of’ fur.h anionftrous fize, that 
forty men can haidly carry her. 
Behind tlu cow follows a young 
«hi)d with one foot fhod, and 
the other bare, whom they 
ftyle 7he genius cf labour and in- 
du^ry, and who ftrikes the cow 
continually with a rod, as if to 
make it go forward. Behind 
him follow all the hufhandmen 
playing upon fome inllruments, 


and attended by companies of 
mafked comedians, adfing fome 
kind of rural plays. In this 
manner they proceed to the 
governor’s palace, where they 
flrip the cow of all her or¬ 
naments ; and, drawing out a 
great number of lefler ones 
made of the fame clay, out of 
her belly, prefent them to the 
multitude, together with the 
fragments of the great one, 
which they break into fmall 
pieces. The ceremony ends 
with a fhort fpeech, which the 
mandarin makes' to the people, 
in which he recommends huf¬ 
bandry to them, as one of the 
moft conducive things to the 
welfare of tlie date {19). 


( 19 ; Du Haldtf v$l,u p. 275 . 
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in fo vaft a traft of ground, there muft fee, of courfe, a great 
variety of foil, fomc more and others lefs fertile, yet fuch 
hath been the indefatigable induftry of the Chinefe nation, 
that every fpot hath been improved, and made to produce Every/pot 
fome of tfie'conveniendes of life, from the higheft barren improved* 
mountains down to the fertile vallies and plains^ infomuch, 
that there is fcarcely a province which doth not yield a fuf- 
fident maintenance for its numerous inhabitants, and fome of 
them, efpedally towards the fouthern parts, dmoft double 
what will fuffice them. So careful are they of procuring every Wm of 
kind of manure (R), that may enrich their land, that they manurw£. 
will purchafe it at a high rate; and fo fearful of loflng a foot 
of their ground, that one fhall not fee either a hedge, ditch, 
or even tree, in their corn-lands. They will et'en deprive 
themfelves of the pleafure of planting flower-gardens, fine 
walks, and other fuch ufelefs gratifications, as they Ryle them, 
for the fake of making them produftive of what is more for 
the public good. We have ahead) taken notice, in our de- 
feription of the feveral provinces of China, that the fouthern 
ones produced a double crop of grain every year, befldfis a 
vaR variety of the fineR fruits, herbs, drr. Thofe that are 
fituate more towards the north and weR, though not fo fer¬ 
tile, yet yield plenty of wheat, barley, millet of various 
forts, tobacco, peas that are always green, and a kind of 
black and yellow foit, which they give to their horfes iiiRead 
of oats. 

Nothing can be more fruitful than their low-lands, which TertiUtyof 
are interfeffed with fuch a vaR number of canals, as conRantiy the plains. 
furnifh them not only with a fufficient fupply of water, but 
alfo with other manure, which is brought thither in barges; 
and in thefe low-lands it is that the beR rice grows, and in the 
grcateR plenty; becaufe that grain thrives beR in watery 


(R) Of this they have great 
variety, fuch as dung of all 
forts, none excepted, which they 
take care to temper with a pro¬ 
portionable quantity of water, 
to prevent its burning up the 
young plants. Hair of all kinds, 
as human, hogs, horfe's, ISc. 
are found to give Ifrength to 
their lands, efpccially to thofe 
fown with rice, and^lime mixed 
with water, to deftroy worms, 
infers, and weeds, and to give 


a cherilhing warmth to the 
ground. I'hey have a great 
many other ways of manuring 
and cultivating their lands, 
which we have no room to ex¬ 
patiate upon, and can only add, 
that if thofe who wrote on the 
fubjedl of agriculture among 
them, had been more verfed in 
phyfics and natural philofophy, 
they mi"ht have if ill made much 
greater improvement.s in that fo 
ufeful and necelTary art. 

grounds 
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^he very grounds (S). Hut thdr induftry and fkUl is (liil more viable, 
mouKtains in thdr high lands; ifirft, by the great number of them which 
rulttvaied* they have levelled, whae their labour and number of hands 
could compafs it to any advantage; &condly, by flatting and 
levelling the very fumroits of many q( their high mountains, 
and cultivating them fo, as to bear variety <rf grain, pulfe, fruit- 
trees, and timber, according as their nature and fituatit-m 
woald allow; and thirdly, by levelling the declivity of thofe 
mountains into as many flat ftages, or terraces, as they could 
bear. By which means, the waters, whether of rain, dew, 
or fnow, or thofe which come down from the top, have a 
commodious defeent, and proper time to foalc into the ground, 
and nourifti the feed fown, inftead of rooting and wafhing it 
down, as they do in other countries, by the violence of their 
courfe along their natural declivity. And it is no fmall de¬ 
light to travel through vallies, or plains, of feveral leagues 
in length, furrounded with thefe hills and mountains, cut 
from the bottom to the top into terraces, three or four feet 
wide, and rifing one above another, to the number of twenty 
or thirty, and covered over with corn, pulfe, fruit, and with 
an almofl conftant verdure. It mull indeed be owned, that 
the fublTiance of thefe mountains is nothing fo hard as that of 
rocky ones, but rather of fo foft and porous a nature, that 

(S) It is obferved, that the and fmooth the ground, by 
rice which grows in dry and plowing it three or four times, 
higher lands, neither yields fo always up to the ankles in wa- 
plcntiful a crop, nor is fo well ter, and breaking the clods with 
tafted, but is commonly harlh the beads of their mattocks, 
and hard, and requires more This done, they fmooth the fur¬ 
boiling, than that which is fown face, by means of a wooden 
io low and mo ft ground. In machine, drawn by a buffalo, 
the latter, they commonly fow which is guided by a man who 
that grain, at ftrft, without any ftands upright on the machine, 
order; but, as foon as it is to the end that the water, in 
grown I'p a foot, or a foot and which the rice naturally grows, 
half high, they pluck it up by may beevery-where of an equal 
the root, and make it into a height; iniomuch, that thofe 
kind of fmail fheave'., which rice-grounds appear more like 
they plant by a line, chequer- a vaft garden covered withwa- 
ways; without which method, ter, than an open f.eld. When 
the ftalk, which is long and the ear is come to its fullnefs, 
ilender, could never fupport the water is drained from the 
the weight of the ear, efpecially ground, that the heat of the fan 
againft winds and rain. may bring, it to its full ripe- 

But, before they thus tranf- nefs (ao). 
plant it, they take care to level 

(ar) V.dt: Du Haldt, Of *««.?. /n/, eitat^ 
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they may be eafily cut with axes, and other inftrumeats, 
fome erf them above loo feet deep; and the falls and moifture 
which tranfpire through thofe pores, prove a conftant and 
excellent manure for thofe artificial grounds. Neither do the Their 
hufbandmen fo far depend either on the rains and dews, or mmmer of 
on the fprings that flow from the higher parts, hut when- 
ever the latter are wanting, or the former happen to fail, they 
have an excellent way of conveying a fiifficient quantity of 
water to the very top, by means of large pipes made of bam¬ 
boo, and which is forced up thither, by fome water-work 
below. Even in thofe provinces where their mountains are 
of a more ftubborn and rocky nature, one Ihall hardly fee 
any of them that are not all over covered either with fruit or 
timber-trees, of fome ufe or other to the public 1. 

Besides the great plenty of corn, grain, and pulfe, o( oH Pqfiure 
forts, which almoft every part of this country produces, \t and cattle, 
hath likewife a fufficient quantity of pafturc-ground', whereon 
to breed a vafl quantity of cattle of all forts, great and fmall, 
of the tame kind, whilfl their fpacioiis woods and forefts 
fupply them with as great plenty and variety of wild onss, 
fuch as buffalo's, W'ild boars, deer of feveral kinds, elephants, 

(T) (drc. amongft the ufeful ones; leopards, tygers, bears, 

W'olves, 


* Martiki, Navaketta, Nieuiioi t, Le Compte, Du 
Haepe, & al. 


(T) This noble and ufeful 
creature is moftly bred in the 
provinces of and ^mvg- 

fiy where there are herds of wild 
ones, though other parts have 
them likewife, in fmallcr quan¬ 
tities, which, when once well 
tamed, become very ferviceable 
to them. It is too well known 
to need a defeription, either of 
its lhape, ftrength, and other 
amiable qualities, efpecially its 
fingular docility. The Chinefe 
pay a kind of vcaieration to it, 
and attribute fuen a number of 
virtues to almoft every part of 
them, after their death, as we 
fliould be loth to warrant; fuch 
as, that the eye infufed in wo¬ 
man's milk, and a drop let fall 


i.nto a fore eye, is an effe^ual 
cure ; that a lit.le bone, which 
runs acrofs the breaft, being re¬ 
duced to alhes, and drank in 
fome wine, renders the body 
more aftivc, fupports it above 
water, and alTifts it in fwim- 
ming; with many others of the 
like nature (21}. 

Their woods do likewife 
breed fome rhinocerofes, va¬ 
riety of baboons, monkeys, and 
other creatures, which are kept 
rather for fight than ufe, par¬ 
ticularly the province of Sr- 
ebnuen produces one fort, which 
they call Sin-fin, which is of the 
ape kind, but is reported to be 
as tali as a middle-fi 7 .ed man, 
and to bear a greater refem- 


(er) Du Haldt, uhi'jup. vtL ii. f. 129. /ef. 
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wolves^ foxes, and a yariety of others not known to us, 
amoi^ thoie of the deftruftive kind ; but which aHbrd the 
Chinefe the diverhon of hunting, as wdl as the commerce and 
profit of their furs, which are commonly very fine, and va¬ 
luable. 

-These» and a good number of others we fiiall name under 
this, head, may, by fome readers, perhaps, be thought im- 
|MOperly brought in: but as it is no inconfiderable branch of 
goed hufbandry to promote the increafe of all ufeful and 
profitable creatures of the animal, as well as of the vegetable 
kind, and to deftroy or fupprefs the growth of thofe of the 
contrary fort in both, and to adapt, as much as pollible, 
the nature of their lands, fo as to anfwer thofe two main 
ends, we hope it will not appear quite irregular, upon fccond 
thoughts, if we exhibit to them, at one view, the Chinefe 
management in both, firft with rcfpefl: to the animal, and 
next to the vegetable, part of the creatures which their 
country produces. 

Among thofe of the wild and deftriiflive kind, with which 
tliffiir woods and forefts abound, we do not hear of any lions; 

Tjgers. but tygers are hei'e not only in great quantities, but efteemed 
as fo much the more dangerous, as they fully out for their 

blancc to mankind than any very fond of fliewing and an¬ 
other apes, both for the fa- tertaining them with every cu- 
cility in which it walks on its rioiis thing that was to be feen 
hind-feet, and performs feveral in that province (Hu-quang) i 
other actions. There is Hill, no and therefore juftly looked upon 
dmibt, a much greater variety itas a fabulous one. But, leaving 
offtrange creatures, which, they thofe monllers to their books, 
tell us, are found in the moun- where they arc only to be found, 
tdnfi and forefts of this great thofe woods and forefts breed 
jampire, than our have two wild kinds of mules, one 

been able, as yet, to difeover j fort of which, fit only to be 
but many of which have fuch eaten, is very fleet, can never 
an air of fable, that they hardly be tamed; but the other may, 
deferve mentioning, much lels and is chiefly ufed for the fer- 
belief; fuch is that which they vants of the mandarins to ride 
relate of the horfe tyger, fad on.Camels,dromedariesjhorfes, 
to differ only from a horfe in oxen, and buffalo's, are likewife 
its having claws like a tyger, in great ufe among them, the 
and fcales all over its body, former for labd-carriage, and 
and in its leaving the river in the the latter to plow and plain their 
fpring, to prey upon man and lands: but that which they feed 
bead. This monfter, the mif- moft on is the hog-kind, of 
fionaries, who travelled through which they breed the greatefl 
moft territories where it is faid quantities, both in the upper 
to breed, never could fee or and low-lands, 
hear of, chough the people were 

prqy 
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prey in large droves, and are exceeding quifck and fierce. 

But they have plenty of others of a more valuable Idnd s pal*- 
ticulariy their rnufk-cat, a profitable creature, whkh carries Mufi-cat, 
that noble perfume in a bladder under its navel. They have 
likewife a fort of roebuck, which they call Hyang-ehang-tfet 
or odoriferous roebuck, the male of which hath a bag of a 
very odoriferous kind of mulk. This creature, vjhich breeds 
moftly on the northern ridge of mountains beyond Pe~king, 
is firil: hunted, then killed; immediately after which, they 
cut off the bag above-mentioned, and tie it very hard, that 
it may lofe none of its effluvia. The flelh is alfo good to eat; 
but the bag is efteemed of more value than the reft of the 
carcafe: and to this, as well as the other, or real mufk, they 
afcribe fundry noble qualities; fuch as, purifying the air, kill¬ 
ing feveral forts of infcfts which breed in the ftomach; and 
efpecially that of the roebuck hath the virtue of ftupefying of 
ferpents; which creature, though large, they are affirmed to 
live upon, and to receive their odoriferous quality from (U). 

But the moft delightful of the whole quadruped kind, is Littk 
a fmall ftag, which is bred in the province of Tun-nan^ 
no-wherc die; but is bought far and near, and at a Hgh 
rate, by the princes and nobles, merely to be kept for fight 
in their gardens. Thefe are exaftly ftiaped like the common 
fort, but their fize fcarcely exceeds that of our ordinary dogs, 
on which account they are efteemed as curiofities. But they 
have a great variety of ftags of difierent kinds in the other 
provinces, fome of which arc reckoned as extraordinary for 
their lai'geuefs, they being little inferior to the fmall horfes of 
the provinces of Se-efnven and Tun-nan ™. 

Birds and fowl, both of the wild and tame kind, are here 
in greater plenty and variety than we have room todeferibe; 
fuch as eagles, cranes, ftorks, hawks, falcons, pelicans, 
birds of paradife, peacocks, pheafants, partridgqs, turkeys, 
gedfe, ducks, fwans, cocks and hens, and a vaft variety of 
Water-fowl on their lakes, rivers, and canals, where they 


" MARriNi, Navaretta, Nieuuoff, Le Compte, Du 
Hal.de, & al. 


(U) This, we are told, is fo 
certain, that tfie people who 
hunt after thefe roebucks have 
no other way of defending 
themfelvcs againll the bite of 
tbofe overgrown ferpents, but 


by carrying about them fome of 
that mulk, which never fails of 
ilupefying them to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that they cannot come 
near enough to h«rt them (zz,K 


(22) Salde, vi!, i:. 


fA'anji 
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fwarni in vaft 'droves ; and fach as are fit to eat are fold at fa 
low a price, that oae would hardly think it worth the people’s 
white to kill them. Among the came and curious fort, they 
have a variety of beautiful parrots, no way inferior dther in 
plumage, colours, or facility of tsdkiilg, to .my that are 
Th fine brought from America. But the moll furprifmg and delight- 
Kin^ici. ^ flying fcmd, is the little bird called Khi-kt, or 

geiden heriy which is commonly found in the provinces of Yun¬ 
nan,, Shen-ft, and Se-chwen. 

This admirable creature, which hath nothing that re- 
fcmbles, much lefs that comes up to, the exquifite fincnefs 
of its lliape, the beauty, luflre, and variety, of its plumage, 
the complete mixture and aiTangement of light and fliade, 
both in its wings and tail, and the fine plume that crowns its 
head, was, without doubt, called the golden hen on that 
account. But wliat renders it Hill more valuable among the 
epicures, is the delicate talleof its flelli, u hich, we are told, 
greatly excels that of pheafants; for which, it is thought by 
otir author of all the birds in the eaft, the moll deferving 
to be brought into Europe. 

Yheflo’wer There is Hill, if we may believe the Chinefc geographers, 
lird', and thofe European writers who have followed them upon 
trull, another one more furpriflng, and if not for the cxquifive- 
nefs of its tafle, at leafl for that of the colours of its feathers, 
the fine rednefs of its bill, and the fhortnefs of its life, which 
exceeds not that of the flow er Tung-wha, from which it takes 
its name of Tung-ivka-fung, and upon which it is faid to 
breed, and to lake its beautiful likenefs from the flower 
we have had occafion formerly to deferibe “. 'J'he mis¬ 
fortune is, that the bird is no-wlicre to be found, but in 
the books of the Chinefe geographeis, and that in all the 
proviiKe of Se-c/rujcu, and even in the territory of the city of 
Cbing-tu-fu, where that flower blows in vafl quantities, and 
where that bird is laid to breed, the inhabitants, we are fmee 
arj^ li'kt told, know nothing of it P : fo it is now^ much queflioned 
the fhec' whether it bt not as fabulous a one as that which the fame 
«».r, fnp' geographers e<dl the Fong-xvhtvig, and which, by their noble 
pfedfa- (Jefeription of it, is I'uppofed the fame which v/e call the 
bui^us. phoenix, if any fuch bird there be. For our later authors alTure 
US, there is no Inch bird to be feen or heard of, either in 
the mountains or cities, fald t<j be called by its name, in the 
province of S.ben-Ji, nor in any others, either in China or Tar¬ 
tary, where tliole writers pteteiid it is to be found. There 

#* 

" Du H/Mul, vo!. i. p, ly • Sue btfere, p. 8o, 

p Sec Du liALDr, ibid. 

is. 
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b, indeed, a moft noble one bred in that province, and in ^mhle 
fome parts of Tartaryt called the Hay^tfing, which is a kind/«^f»«* 
of falcon, not inferior to the iineA of ours, but excels them 
in bigneis and Ilrength, and, h)r its beauty and courage, may 
be cdled the king of tire birds of prey: but it is very fcarce, 
aud in fuch efleem, that as foon as it is caught, it mull be 
forthwith brought to Pe-king^ and prefented to tfee emperor, 
who commits it to the care of his own falconers \ 

CHINA feeais to be defigned by nature to produce not Prujts pe~ 
only all the fruits which grow in other parts of the world, *'• 
but likewifc fcveral excellent ones peculiar to its foil and cli- 
mate ; fo that, if they have not fo great a plenty and variety 
of the former as they might, it is rather owing to their ne- 
gleiSl of cultivating them; for, generally fpeaking, they grow 
naturally almoft in every province, and many of the more delicate 
kind in the fouthern parts to a greater perfection than any in 
Europe. Apples, pears, plums, quinces, apricots, peaches, figs, 
pomegranates, muibenies, neftaiines, giapes, oranges, limons, 
citrons, melons, to fay nothing of walnuts, chefnuts, pine¬ 
apples, and others in common with us in Europe, grow almoft 
every-where in great plenty ; the only difference is, that they Chinefe 
are not fo curious as we are in cultivating and improving them, »otfo cu- 
but rather content themfelves with having three or four dif- 
ferent forts of apples, feven or eight forts of pears, peaches, 

6c.; and as for their cherries, they are hardly worth eating. 

The only fruits that exceed ours are their pomegranates, a fine Some of a 
fort of mufeadine grapes of exquifite tafte and flavour, and better Jlrt 
thdvTfe-tfe, called by thtPortuguefe Macau, which is a kind of than oun. 
fig, the defeription of which may be feeii in the margin (W). 


^Dehis, vid. Magaillan, Carreri, Martini, LeCompte, 
Nieuuopf, Du Halde, Be al. 


(W) It grows upon a ftately 
■tree, not unhke our middling 
walnuts, the leaves of which are 
of a fine green, till about au- 
tumn, when they change into 
an agreeable red. The fruit is 
about the bignefs of a middling 
apple, and grows yellow as tt 
ripens; but, when dried, be¬ 
comes mealy and fweet like a 
fig, for which reafon the /V lu* 
guefe^wt it the name^f Mic/tu, 
or fig. There arc i'ev;,ral foru 


of them, fome having a ruddier, 
thinner, and more tranfparent 
rind; wbil ft others, to be brought 
to that fine colour and flavour, 
mull be laid to ripen in ftraw ; 
but all are agreeable to the 
fighr, and good to cat. They 
will grow almoft every where, 
but in greater plenty in the pro¬ 
vince of and all along 

the lides of the Whang-ho, or 


ytliow ri'o.T (23}, 


£>»• Uj'Je, iff/. '• 8, 




t «4 


Olifoes^ 


nt Li- 

chi. 


Othe}‘ fin 
^ulartrees, 


7 allo>iv 



As for the reft, ext!di oiiis ; and fome ihetn, 

for want of improvement, are much inferior to them, fuch 
as, their apricots, pcachw, cherries, ^c. which, in fome pro¬ 
vinces, are rather unwholfome, and, if not eaten with cau¬ 
tion, will caufe dyfenteries and the bloody-flux. 

Olives are here- in great plenty‘and variety, and which, 
ftiough difterent from ours, have a very fine tafte ; but whe¬ 
ther out of diflike, or that they do not think it worth their 
while, they extraft no oil from them (X). 

Among thofe fruits which grow in thefouthern provinces, 
and are of an excellent tafte and nature, but unknown to us, 
the Li-chi is moft efteemed. It is lhaped like a date, and 
hath an oblong ftone, like that. The fruit is full of moifture, 
of an excellent tafte and flavour when full-ripe ; but ftirivels, 
and grows blackifti, like our prunes, by keeping. Next to 
that is the Long-yeity or dragon’s-eye, which is round, yel- 
lowifli, and the pulp white, and a little acid. Both thefe are 
efteemed very wholfome, efpedally the latter, which, they fay, 
never hurts, if one eats ever fo much of it, but is rather taken 
to create than to fatisfy the appetite. 

'They have likewife fome Angular as well as ufcful trees, 

, particularly that which they ftyle the pepper-tree, which bears 
a fort of grain like a pea, but of too hot a nature to be 
eaten; but the hufk, which is Icfs pungent, is ufed by the 
common people inftead of it. The pea-tree, which pro¬ 
duces a fort of pea, which, for figure, colour, pod, and tafte, 
is much like our common pea, only a little more rank. This 
laft tree is very tall and large, and grows in moft pro¬ 
vinces of Chimi. The tallow-tree is no lefs common 
andprofitable; whofe fruit is contained in a rind, which, 
when ripe, opens in the middle like our chefnut, and yields 
two or three kernels of the bignefs of a common hazel-nut, and 
the pulp of which hath the properties of tallow, and, being 

(X) Their books treat of ten than we, in gathering them, miz, 
forts of olives, the bell kind of not to beat them down with 
which is that called by them long poles, which is apt to 
*^ang-lan, which is hirge, and bruifethem, and hurt the bran- 
ot a fine tafte; and it is proba> che$ ; but to make a hole in the 
ble, that, if the Chhufe had the body of the tree, and, putting 
art of preparing them as they fome fait intC it, flop it up 
are in Eutcpe^ they might all clofe, by which they will In a 
have asgo(<d a tafte: though in few days drop off of themfclves 
one thing they are more careful (24). 


(24) D» tStilde, vol, i. f. 2 . 
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melted with a fmall quantity of common oil and wax, is made 
into candles, and ufed all over the empire (Y). Their vfvaL- traj(f-trse* 
tree is fo called from the wax that is produced on it by a 
kind of little worm which runs up, and faftens to its leaves, 
and quite covers them with combs. This wax is hard, /hine- 
ing, and confiderably dearer than that of common bees; 
tho’ this laft they likewife have there, and in ijnuch greater 
quantities. When thefe worms are once ufed to the trees of 
any diftrift, they never leave them, unlefs fomething extra¬ 
ordinary drives them away; and, when that happens, they 
never return to them, fo that new ones muft be procured from 
thofe mercliants who deal in them. 

Th»: Chu-tze, or what we call in Europe the bamboe or Samboe 
bambu, grows here in vail quantities, and of an extraordi¬ 
nary height; and, being hollow within, is ufed, the larger 
fort for water-pipes, and the fmallcr for telef-opts, and otlier 
tubes, and the pulp within is made into paper. The Nav-mu Nau-ira- 
is a tall ftrait fort of a tree, whofe wood is incorruptible like 
the cedar, though its fliupe, leaves, drc. differ from it. It 
is commonly ufed to make pillars, doors, windows, <he. or 
ornaments for their palaces, temples, and large buildings; 
but it is in other refpefts much inferior to the Tze-tau^ or Rofe~ 
rofe-wood, which is of a leddifh-black, flreaked and full of'ttW. 
fine veins, which one would believe ri> be painted by fome 
artift. The furniture, ornaments, and other joiner}', mada 
of it, are much cfleemed all over the empire, and fell at a 
greater price than thofe which are varniflied oi- japanned. We 
omit a great variety of other valuable and curious trees, fuch 

(Y) Their way of feparating the candleftick. They bum 
the tallow from the fruit is, by well; and, when put out, gi\'e 
pounding the (hell and kernel no ill fnicll, becaui'e the wick is 
together, and boiling them in made of rufh; but W'ould give 
water, upon which, when cold, a much clearer light, and l\^eet- 
an oil rifes, which condenfes er finell in burning, if care 
like tallow, and is fkimmed off. was taken to defecate the oil 
To ten pounds of that, they that is mixed with the tallow, 
mix three of linfeed-oil, and and a cotton wick ufed inftead 
fome wax, to give it a hard- of a rufh, which is apt to burn 
nefs, and prevent its flicking to to a coal, and break ihort, and 
one’s fingers. can only be fnuffed with a keen 

The candles rfire like the feg- pair of fciflars Thofe who are 
ment of a cone, the broader curious mix vermilion, and otlcr 
part of which is lighted, and colours, with them (25). 
the other goes into the focket of 

(45) Du Hafie, •vol. j p. q. “55—94, ^ 319. Vid. MdrtW, Alet 

fiih 'Vtc, Rin-uha, i/i prvitnc. Cbe hr Mtnptff & aA 

Mod. Hist. Vol. VIIK P 
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as the cedar, ebony, faunders, pines, oaks, which we 
have not room to defcribe. 

Varnijh T that which is juftly cfteemcd the moft profitable among 

and oil- the Chinefe^ and hath moft excited the envy ot' the Europeansy 

trees. is their Tjt-jlmy or varnifh-tree, from wJiich they extraft that 

gum with which they make their fine giran-varnifti, or japan 
(Z), which' keeps fuch an infinite number of hands employed 
in moft provinces of the empire, and furnillies it with fuch 
a prodigious variety of chefts, cabinets, boxes, and other 
houfhold ornaments, fo beautifully painted and varniftied, 
and fent abroad into moft parts of the M^orld. The next 
to that in ufefulnefs is the Tong-Jhu, or oil-tree, from which 
a liquor or oil is drawn not much diftering from the vaniifh 
above-mentioned, and ufed almoft to the fame end, but 
chiefly in larger work, fuch as pillars, cornices, galleries, 
triumphal arches, fine floors, and the like, for M'hich that is 
not quite fo fit. This oil, when boiled into a confiftency, 
not only preferves the wood over w hich it is kid, but gives 
it a fine luftre, and, like the varnifli, may be mixed with any 
colour to great advantage. 

Jren-nmod, The lall of the tree-kind, worth our particular notice, is 
what they call Tie-li-mu, or iron-xvood, from its extreme hard- 
nefs, and of W'hich they commonly make their anchors, as 
hath been formerly hinted. It is indeed very remarkable for 
its ftrength, and durable firmnefs, beyond any other wood ; 
the tree is as tall and fpicading as our large oaks, though the 
trunk doth not come up to their thicknefs, and the wood 
is of a much deeper brown, as well as more weighty and 
Zhruhs. tough % 

Tl'hey have no lefs a variety of flirubs, which we have not 
room to particularize in a woik like this : but fliall content 
ourfelves with fiugling out thofe that aie moft worth notice : 

s De his, vid.MftOAiLi an, Careri, Martini, Lr Compte, 
Nieuhoke, Du Halde,& al. 

(Z) This gum, or liquor,dl- in the fpre.'iding it for varriilh, 
fills only oft' the tiee diop by to emit fuch poifonoHS efiiuvia 
drop.hkcihatof the turpentine- as piovc detrimental to thofe 
tree, but may be made to yield that deal much with it; and 
a greater quantity by inuiion ; from the ill effeds of which 
but then the tree is obferved to they have as yet no other way 
perifii much fooncr by it. to pi..icrvc themlcheb, than by 

It is likewife found e ther in avoi<ling as much ajpr>f;ililcthe 
thw I'l'iiing into a cotifiilency, fucking them iu with their 
O! even pouiiiig ii uli cold fiiim bicalb. 
vclfelto another, a: v.ell as 


at 
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at the head of which we may juilly place that famed and Tea, 
moft profitable one which they call Cha ; and corruptly, in 
fome maritime provinces, Tha^ or 717 ^^; from which the 
Europeans have given it the name of Tea, or 7 >. The profit 
which the Chinefe make of this plant, fince it is become of 
fuch univerfal ufe in Europe, is immenfe; and the virtues jf, 
which both they, and fome of our European writers, have tues. 
afcribed to it, are very extraordinary, if trueThe reader may 
lee a larger account of them in EyiXh.tv LeCompte, and others of 
his fociety, than we dare vouch for ; ncitlier is it pofiibie tor 
us to judge of tliein from that w'hich is brought to us fi om 
thence ; and which we are affured, by good hands, is fo Adulter^ 
adulterated, and mixed with other leaves, which, though 
they bear a refemblance to it, may have quite different qua¬ 
lities, that we need not wonder if it comes fo vaftly fhort 
of that which they ufe upon the fpot. We may add, tliat, 
fince fuch vail exports have been made of it, they are neither 
fo curious in cultivating, nor in curing of it, as they were 
formerly ; and that which is fo, they take care not to let go 
abroad in its purity, bur either keep it for their own ufe, or 
mix it with fome of a worfe fort. What other fian'J:;,*aiid Frnvdi 
abominable tricks, are ufed in it by our retailers, after it is committed 
thus brought to us, are too ladly known and felt to need men- **• 
tioning here; all which, put together, have fo deb.ifcd and 
corrupted that leaf, that it is impoifible for us to iiiid in it 
the tenth part of the good Q'.ialines which arc afLilbed to it; 
or indeed not to experience many iil effciSfs from the ufe of it, 
which it would L'* wholly free frian, could we have it in its 
purity and perfe.'liott, the//(//.uw/tw have from 
pan, and be more caretul and prudeiii in the life of it { 4 ). 

It 


*■ De his, vid. Maoax, Carer;, Mart in:, Le Co‘t''Tf, 
NiEUHOtF, Du Hai ue, & al. vid. & Ten, Ruin, de frucice 
Tchia. Jacob. Breynius in hurt. Malabar &: al. 


(A) It is indeed rather a 
wonder, all things rightly weigh¬ 
ed, that it is not attended iMth 
more dangerous effccla, confi- 
dering that people among 
us help to corrupt and adulterate 
it ftill more, in their conilant ul'e 
of it, either py the immoderate 
quantity ofIfugarnhey drink, 
and the pjptcnded correriives 
they mix, A'ich it, fuch as che¬ 


mical drops, faifron, fplrituous 
liquors, isc. to fay nothing of 
their irregular and indirctimi-r 
naic life of it, wititout regard to 
particular tempers .and cdsiftitu- 
ti-'.ns ;and, b) fonre, both llron' 
ger, .ind in Jai'rcr qnantitie'.. 
than even the do their 

pure and genuine lort. 

Hence we n;!'/ real'oriably in¬ 
fer, that tholen.U'.‘lercics, ird;- 
F 2 gcftio.i , 
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7 )^ Dutch It is certain that no nation takes more care in cultivating 
u/e it to their tea than the Japanners, nor is more honeft in felling it 
pure and uncorrupt; neither do any people drink it more plen- 
tifully than the Dutchy yet fo far are they from feeling thofe 
inconveniencies from it which moft of ours do, that they reap 
the greatoft benefit from it; and indeed, confidering thedamp- 
nefs of their climate, and their high and grofs way of feeding, 
it is to be queftioned whether they could be fo healthy, and 
free from difeafes, as they are, without fuch a fine diluter, 
iu good and purifier of the blood. But then it muft be owned, on 
qualities the Other hand, that the good elFefts they receive from it are 
•when gc- jjj p^rt owing to their drinking it in its genuine purity, and 
without thole correftives mentioned under the laft note ; fo 
that, without running too far into panegyric in favour of that 
plant, we may fafely affirm, that lea, duly cultivated and 
cured, and drank moderately, both as to quantity and ftrength 
(B), and efpecially either without, or at leaft with only a 
fmall quantity of, fugar, and without any additional correc¬ 
tives, is a lingular diluter, and purifier of the blood, a ftrength- 
cner of the brain and llomach, a promoter of digeftion and 

geilions, vapours, colics, low- ting fo long at the tea-table, as 
nefs of fpirits, diabetes, and wc do, is unknown unto them. 
Other difalters, which commonly and is only an idle, luxurious 
attend it, may be nolefs owing refinement (or rather abufe), we 
to our indiferedon in ufing it, have made upon their way of 
than to the cheats that are prac- ufing it. 
tifed in it. See the next note. We are likewife alTured, that 
(B) It is plain that neither the the difeovery of that infufion 
Cbinefey Japanersy nor any other was originally owing to the 
eaftern nation, di ink it either fo brackilhnefs of their water, ef- 
ftrong, or in fuch quantities, nor pecially in the lower provinces, 
fohot, as wedoin but where they were not only 

ufe it rather as their common very iinpleafant, but unwhol- 
drink, and without any fugar, Ibme to drink; till, after a mul- 
or other fweetener. They com- titude of experiments tried, in 
monly keep, efpecially in large order to correft them,they Hum- 
families, a boiler, or fome other bled upon this fltrub, which 
veffel, over a fire ; and, when- not only anfwered the end, but 
ever they are thirlly or faint, was found to have feveral other 
they put a few leaves of it in a qualities to recommend the ufe 
bafoa, and pour the hot water of it, fuch as thofe which we 
upon it, and, as foon as it is have particularjy mentioned a- 
cool enough to drink, fwallow bove ; upon which it gradually 
it down, and go about their bufi- became in grea^ efleem and 
nefs j fo that the cuHom of lit- vogue all over the empire (27). 

(Z7) Martini, he Cjtnptty N.eulff, KtrwpfT, Du llalde,^ at, 

circulation. 
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circulation, of perfpiratlon, and other fecretions, a deanfer 
of the reins and urethra, and a great prefervative againft 
chronic difeafes, as well as an eiFedual, tho’ flow, remedy 
againft them. The Chinefe make no fcruple to give it in 
great quantities in high fevers, colics, and other acute dif- 
tempers. Neither are thofe rare virtues confined to its native 
foil, but extend their efficacy to any other coiintiyor climate, 
where it is ufed, particularly in Englamly Franccy and Hol^ 
land. And thus much may fufficc concerning the genuine 
virtues of that plant, could we have it as genuinely conveyed 
to us. 

There is now a great variety of teas in Chinny which, as Great 
it ftill increafed in the great exports of it, hath obliged the 
natives to propagate the growth of it in feveral parts, M^here 
the foil or climate was more or lefs agreeable to that fhrub ; 
for moft of their difference is owing to that, they being ori¬ 
ginally derived from, and arc in all other refpedts, the fame 
plant. Hence proceeds that difference of tafte, flavour, co¬ 
lour, and other qualities, we find in them ; fome being very 
rough to the tafte and ftomach, and others as fmooth ; fome 
exhaling an extraordinary fragrancy, and others having fcatce 
any fmell; fome being found more balfamic, others more fto- 
machic, diuretic, cJrc. than others: and hence alfo that variety of -dnd of 
names they are called by, either from their different qualities, or 
the places they grow in. Thus the Songhy which is a moft Songlo 
elegant fort of green, and much eftcemed and drank by the Vu-i, 
richer fort, hath its name from a mountain in the province of Bohea, 
Kyang-nan, which is quite covered with it j and the Vu 4 , or, 
as we call it, Boheay from the mountain of Vii-i-Jhany in the 
province of Fo-kyeiiy where it grows in great quantities, and 
is excellent in its kind (C). 

This laft is the moft univerfally, and we may add juftly,.' 
efteemed, not only for its fine tafte and flavour, but much moro 

(C) So fay Le Compte, Du monallerics, and inhabited by 
Haldiy and others; but fome bonzas, who are fond of that 
are more inclined to think it excellent infufion, and, hav- 
hath its name from the dark- ingfo much time on their hands, 
brown colour it bears, in which day fpend fome part of it in cul- 
it differs from all other forts, tlva ing, and bringing it to that 
both in the leaf/and in its infui perfedlion; unlefs we ihould ra*' 
lion. Nor is ^ a wonder that ther chufe to fuppofe them to 
the mounUin pove-mentioned have been the inventors of this 
Ihould product fuch plenty of new way of cultivating; con¬ 
it, and of a/better* fort than cerning which, fee the ncxli 
common, fejftng it is covered, note, 
we are mld,'wiUL temples and 
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for Its tnedicinal and other excellent qualities, particularly 
that of its rc£ljfymg the blood, recovering decayed conftitu- 
tions, and being fo friendly and agreeable to the weakeft fto- 
machs. Hence it is that they give it in large quantities to fick 
people, valetudinarians, and in all cafes of an inward decay 
whilfl: thofc that are in health forbear to drink of it in the win”- 
ter, as being apt to open the pores too much, and to bring colds 
and coughs upon them *, but in I'ummer indulge themfelves 
with it in large quantities, in order to fupply thofe liquids, 
which are exhaulled by perfpiration, with its cherifhing and 
balfamic juices, to which they moflly afadbe that fat corpu¬ 
lency which is fo common and admired ainongft them. 
Whether WHETHER, this and the green tea were originally different 
the fame plants, or whether the fame, only differently cultivated, is a 
Jhriih<ru}ith that hath for a long time excrcifed the talents of the 

thegr^en, curious, and is not as yet thoroughly agreed on. The Chi~ 
nefc could eafily refolve it, if they picafed ; but are too fhy of 
the Europeans, to give them any the leaft light into it; fo 
that we are wholly left to refolve it from the beft obfervation 
we ran make upon them. According to which, the former 
hypcrhcfiE fc'cms the moft probable, from the manifeft differ¬ 
ence not oidy of their colour, tai'fe, flavour, tsc. but much 
more from their different effe<5lsthe one being rough, and 
grating to the palate and flomach, even to the degree of an 
emetic, if taken too flrong ; the other fmooth, pleafant, and 
healing, and in no cafe offcnfivc to it : the one aflomachic, 
and fliong diuretic; the other rather a fweetener and purger 
of the blood by gentle perfpiration, and nourifhing and in- 
riching it by its baUamic quality: yet, after all, the latter 
notion hath at length prevailed ; and this difference of their 
effects has been, with no fmall probability, fuppofed to proceed 
from the different times in which the leaf is gathered, viz. 
that cf the bohea about a month or five weeks earlier, whilft 
the pLiPt is in its full flow, and the leaves full of its juice; 
whcr'. is the grun, by being left fo much longer on the tree, 
a;;;! r i.it fwett juice either dried up or infpifHited by tlte 
of ti/' f'ln, changes ils colour into a fine green, and 
ifo itra^ir. th: * bitiernefs ;ujO rough ntfs which w^e find it to 
Bi//.'’, n have. \vli:jt icons to confirm this hypothefis is, that th? 

’.’.’I- cuhi^atl!'g the bohea in the above-mentioned* manner feems 
to be A dlicv)\cry and improvement of a ceETiry or two’s 
fl.mdi :g, bclore whuh they knew nothing of if: atleaftitis 
plain, from the account which Mr. Ten who refided 

iomctlme :n Japritt, and was phyfician to the en peror about 
ai’.-i half ago, hath given ol it, that it 4.is not then 

kho^vn 
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known in Japan (D), though it hath been iince introduced 
and cultivated there to a much greater perfeftion than any we 
ever had from China ; fo that it is fuppofed that this difcovery, 
being then but recent, had not yet reached Japan when that 
celebrated botanift wrote his account of the tea of that coun¬ 
try, which mentions no other but the various forts of green •, 
Vfe /hall only add, that as none of their antient fterbals fpeak 
of the Vu-if or Bohea, and fome of the natives fpeak of it 
as a more modern difcovery, there is reafon to think it an 
improvement on that old fort; but whether found out by 
fludy or chance, we can no-wherc find. But it is agreed, 

• WiLMELM. Ten Rhein, excerpt. deObfervat. fuis Japonic, 
de frutice Tchia, ad iin. ct al. ab eo citat. in hort. Malabaric. 


(D) That learned botanift 
tells as expre/ly, at the end of 
his dcfcription of that plant, 
that though he had heard of a 
certain foi t of black or brown 
tea in ufe among the Chiaefit 
yet he never favv any ; only he 
had obferved, that the coarfer 
the leaves of the tea ws re, the 
more yellowifli or reddifli mfu- 
fion they gave, aud the more 
difagreeable to the palate, as 
well as to the eye ; by uhich it 
is plain he fpeaks only of the 
coal for fort of green (a ■5). 

Jt is plain, moreover, to every 
curious ubferver. that there is 
no diiTcrencc of lhape between 
the leaves of the green and bo- 
hea, except that the latter is 
fomevvhat more r.oundiflr; but 
whether thp reafon of that be, 
as fonie fiippofe, its being ga- 
tbi-red tO much earlier, and be¬ 
fore it hath expanded iti'elf to 
its full length, we dare not af¬ 
firm, tho’ we tjiink it far from 
improbable. iWe are indeed 
told by fome^avellers who have 
been inChifta^and pretend to have 


been particularly curious in exa¬ 
mining this point, th it they had 
feen plantations of both foits, 
and apart from each other, and 
never obferved any thing like 
both forts of leaves beingi ga¬ 
thered from the fame tree, and 
at different times. But admit¬ 
ting there were nothing like tliat 
done now, it will not follow 
that it was not fo formerly, and 
by way of trial, in order to 
difeover the difference of their 
virtues; and that being after¬ 
wards fully frttibfied, that thofe 
leaves, which were gathered ear¬ 
lier, had a more fmooth and 
b.alfamic tafle and virtue, they 
might not, by way of improve¬ 
ment, examine which trees, or 
what cliuKitc and gronnda, pro¬ 
duced the belt l>ohca, and \vhi.;h 
th, beft given, and fo appro¬ 
priate them acc^ 1 dingl., and 
difpofe them into diiTcrent plan¬ 
tations ; only obfeiv.ng the old 
method of ftrippinj thofe of the 
former fo much the c-arlier in 
the year, they do to this du ,. 
See the next note. 


pfjrttni, LtCompu, Nieuboff^ Ka-rp/tr, Du «/. 
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that the different degrees of its goodnefs and finenefs are owing 
to the earlinefs of the feafon in which it is gathered (E). 

The Chinefe not only ufe the infufion of it by way of com¬ 
mon or diet drink, but take it alfo in powder, either in water, 
or mixed with other ingredients, and made into a bolus or 
eleftuary. Their phyfical books aferibe almolf as many vir¬ 
tues to it as bur quacks do to their pretended panaceas. They 
preferibe it againft the tenefmus and haemorrhages, againll 
coftivenefs, pains of the head or heart, lownefs of fpirits, 
itching of the fmall-pox, impoifumes in the head, reins, 
bladder, <bc. ftoppage of the menfes, againft coughs, phthific, 
and other rheumatic defluxions and aches, and a number of 
other difeafes ; and, to conclude witli onc'of their moft An¬ 
gular preferiptions, they tell you that the Yu-chu, or fineA 
tea, powdered, and mixed with an equal quantity of alum, 
and taken in a glafs of water, is a remedy againft all forts of 
poifons 

* See Dv Halue, vol. ii. p. Z23. 


tE) This we have confirmed 
by fcveral hands, particularly 
from the account which Mr. 
CMttningham, phyfician to the 
Englijh at Chufan, fent of it to 
the Royal Society ; wherein he 
tells them, that the finetl, or that 
which is called the firft bud, is 
gathered in March ; the Btng, 
or Imperial, in jipril or Ma>f ; 
the Songle, or Grren, in May or 
yu»e. To this in a great mea- 
fiire agrees Father Da Halde 
(zq); who adds only, that that 
called the Imperial, or Mau-chn, 
is the leaf gathered from the 
flirubs newly planted, or, as the 
Chinefe ftyle it, the JirJl points of 
the leaves ; but this fort is fo 
fcarce and precious, that it is 
feldom ufed but in prefents, or 
fent to the emperor. 

The fame almoft may be faid 
of the flower of tea, which 
bears an exceflive price, and is 
only ufed by the richer fort, and 
that chiefly on particular occa- 
Aons.as fcafls, marriages, grand 
entertainments, ijfc. This laft 

ftpj Vti. u p. II, 


is indeed beft when mixed with 
the fineft leaves, otherwife it 
hardly colours the water, and 
rather gives a fragrance than a 
taflc to it; and that is the rea- 
fon why the Maweha, or Impe¬ 
rial, is preferred to it at court. 

All that need be farther ob- 
ferved on this head is, that what 
Mr. Cunningham, and otheis, 
call the firfl, or earlieft bud, is 
indeed the fined of the bohea 
kind ; but that there are a great 
many degrees below it of fine¬ 
nefs or coarfenefs in the leaves, 
according as they are more or 
Icfs blown and fpread, and ac¬ 
cording to the part of the tree 
from which they are gathered } 
for, during all the time of their 
being on the tree, the leaves on 
the top are always the fmalleil 
and fineft, and cqnfequently the 
dcarcft,and grow p oportionably 
larger and coarfe'i the nearer 
they come to the bG>tom, The 
fame may be,faid Af the trees, 
that the older they^ are„ the 
coarfer their leaves (js j). 


( 30 ). auB- fup, tit at. 
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Tea is propagated chiefly by fowing; for that which grows Tea how 
wild and fpontaneous is both raking, and hath fuch a difagree- propaga- 
able tafle, that none but the poorer fort, who have not the * 
niceft palates, care to ufe it. The time of fowing it is in they^'» 
fecond moon of the year; at which time, having prepared 
their ground, they throw nine or ten feeds into q, hole, from P**^**^' 
which fometimes only one or two, and fometimes more, ftinibs 
will fpring; which, at a proper feafon, are tranfplanted into 
another ground, which is alfo prepared by proper manuring. 

The plant is cultivated with great care ; and that which grows 
on the lighted: ground, and hath the greatefi: Ihare of thq 
fouth fun, is reckoned the fined, and thrives bed. The dirub 
or plant hath been varioufly deferibed by authors, fome railing 
it to the height of a tall tree, and others lowering it beneath 
the degree of a common dirub. The truth is, that, if it be 
left to run up to its full height, fome of them W'ill ihoot up 
above that of our tailed filberJs, and, by that means, quite 
degenerate : but the take care to prevent it, by dinting 

them to that of fix or feien feet. They commonly tranfplant 
them in regular rows upon little hills, and about three* or 
four feet from each other. When they have once taken deep 
root, they will grow in fpite of rain, fnow, or any w’eather. 

They have feveral ways of curing and drying the leaves, Bonvtund 
when dript, in order to make them fit for ufc, which we can- ^^ifp~ 
not dwell upon. The bohea is at fird dried in the fliade ; 
after which, the leaves are again expanded by the deam of 
hot water, and expofed to the warm fun, or, if that fails, 
over a flow fire, in copper or earthen pans well glazed, till the 
heat hath crifped and contrafted them into the fmall compafs 
they come to us in. But thofe of the green fort being com¬ 
monly lefs juicy, are dried up and crifped in the fame manner 
as foon as gathered. As for other niceties relating to their 
management of that dirub, and its leaves, we mud refer our 
rcadei s to the more copious account given of them by the authors 
often quoted. The tca-ioot is commonly large and well- The root. 
fpread ; but, if wc may believe Nieuhoff^ is only fit for burn¬ 
ing, tho’ the Chinefe aferibe fome great virtues to it. 

The tree commonly bears leaves from the top to the bot- I^eaves. 
tom ; but the nearer to the top, the finer. The leaf is ob¬ 
long, and fhar»*at the end, and indented round like thofe of 
our rofe or fwffctbrier; a.nd the flower not unlike that of the 
latter, only With more leaves ; or, according to others, is 
that of the Jrauble^jeflamin, with fix upper and fix under^'*?/’ 
Jeaves. Th'/fruit or apple is of the bignefs of a fmall pip- ^ * 
pin, but nywe finely flavoured ; and hath a fpicy tade, not 
that of a dove. The fe^d is blackifh, round, and of 

the 
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the bigrrefs of a fmall hazel ’jrhen green, or of a large pea 
when dry. When- put into one’s mouth, it yields at firft a 
fweet, but, being kept longer in it, a bittcrifh, tafte. The 
CHncfe extrafl: an oil out of it, which they, efpecially in the 
province of Fo-kyeiit ufe as a kind of fauce to their viftuals. 
Lfnnus They likewife have a way of pickling the fine green tea-leaves, 
fickUd. tjjey ijave been infuied, and eat them with their meat. 

Cotton The next beneficial /hrub is that which produces the cot- 
firub, bow the manufadlure of which into fuch variety of Huffs is 
propagu- Qjjg of the moft confiderable, next to that of filk and diina- 
ware. The feed is commonly fown on the very fame day 
that the hulbandmen have got in their harveft; nothing more 
being required than to tear a little the fiirface of the ground 
■wnth an iron rake. Alter the rain or dew hath fufficientJy 
moillened it, there (hoots up gradually the (hrub, till it is 
got about tuofeet high, the /lowers of which appear about 
the middle o.^ yJuguJi: they :u c commonly of a yellow co¬ 
lour, and fometiines more upon tlie red, and are f'Kceeded by 
a button or pod of thebignefsof a nut. This pod, which 
opeps in three places about forty days after the lirft appear¬ 
ance of the flower, difeovers three or four bags of cotton, 
exceedingly w'hlte, and of the fame form as the cod of a 
filkworm. To the fibres of the cotton arc faftened the feeds, 
which arc to fei-ve for the next year, and from which they 
muft be feparated by a kind of wheel, or engine, which the 
reader will fee deferibed in the margin (F); after which, the 
cotton is carded and fpun for ufe 

It would be an endlefs ta/k to deferibe the other uncom¬ 
mon roots, fhrubs, trees, plants, flowers, and other vege¬ 
tables, with which this country abounds ; and we hope 
' our readers will be fiitisficd with our having ineinioncd the 
mo/l remarkable for their beauty, ufefiiincfs, or lingularity, 
either in the geographical defeription of provinces, 

where they are moftly to be found, oi under this general 


® Vid. aud. fup. citat. & Du Hause, ubi fupra, vol. i. 
P 3*9- 

(F) Irconfills of two rollers, them, nothing can pafs between 
iboQt a foot long, and an inrh but the cotton,t w hich the hand 
thick, the one of wood, and the applies to the'n ; whilft the 
other of iron, which turn each feeds,- meeting witlr a flop, 
other by means of a foot-wheel, break off from iv and fall into 
They are lo clofely joined to- a proper recepta^^e [31). 
gether tha:, in the^urning of 

: Utliif, !*!. ily, 3 ' 9 , /»#• 
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head of the Chinefe agricalture; -we ftiall therefore cfofe this 
article with a ftiort account of two or three moft excellent 
plants an4 roots that are in the higheft efteem among them 
and us, for their fingular virtues. We might here begin with Jin-fcng 
that moft celebrated plant called by them Jin-fcngy Gen-fengy plant, 
or Gem-firiy that is, human plant, which is jhe moft ad¬ 
mired, and in greateft requeft, all over the empire. But as the 
beft of it is only to be found ineaftern Tart ary y and that which 
grows in the province of Se-cfnueriy which, tho’ the neareft 
to it in dMChinay is not in any cafe comparable to it, we Oiall 
refer our readers, for the further dlfplay, growth, and won¬ 
derful qualities, of it, to what hath been faid in oar natural 
hiftory of what we may call its native foil f; and only qbferve 
here, that it is cried up by the Ghinefe doftors and botanifts 
as the greateft cordial of all the vegetable fort, and as a kind 
of paiipharmacon againft all forts of diftempers, elpeciaJJy 
of the venereal kind. 

Thp.ir roots of Tang-que and Hu-hun are alfo in great Tang-que 
ufe a:id efteem among them, for their fingular ^irtue of rc- rhu~ 
covering decayed confiitntlons, prolonging life, and iwen 
changing the white hair, caufi'd by old-age, into a youihlul 
black. Their rhiibaib and China root arc alfo fiid lobe 
there excellent in their kind; the misforiiine is, that it is 
next to impoifiblc to get them genuine friun the natives, who 
make no fcruple to put the Europeans off with counterfeits ; 
particularly with refpeft to the lattcj-, inftcjid of which they 
fell them another fort, not unlike it in fliape and colour, but 
which is neither fo weighty, large, nor by far fo efiicacious 
when tried and indeed it is the univerfal complaint of all 
who have been converfant with them, that they are the greateft 
cheats in all the eaft, and make no confcicnce to cori Mpi and 
adulterate every thing they fell or exchange with other na¬ 
tions. 

However, from what we have fiiid under this head,'of China, 
the richnefs of their foil, and their \’arious admirable ways of though ft 
cultivating and Improving every fpot of it to the !'>eft ad van -it 
tage, their invincible indnftry, religious attachment to agri- 
culture, and the fingular encouragement it meets with from 
the throne, and from all the grandees of the einpi.'e, tJiere 
can be no doij^t but China is, what all tlie writer.^ i)f it have 
affirmed it tr/ be, the moft fruitful, rich, and- popnlon.-, of 
all the eafterjfi countries, and produces the greateft ])leiity and 
variety of e^ry thing that is iieccfTary and uidul for food, 

t See vcft.vii. bookj2. ch. j. »Le Compte, Nieuuofk, 

& al. 

raiment. 
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raiment, phyCc, and delight; efpedally if wc add to the 
above account their extenfive trader their many curious and 
valuable manufadures, rich mines, vail number of lakes, 
rivers, and canals, which not only furnifli them with the 
greateft plenty and variety of fifli, but with the moft com¬ 
modious and cif&dual means of extending their commerce 
through everV province; of all which we lhall fpeak in the 
fubfequent articles : fo that, all thefe advantages coniidered, 
one might reafonably infer, that the Chinefe nation muft he 
one of the happiefl: under the cope of heaven; and fuch it 
hath been indeed reprefented by manj writers, who had, one 
would think, all the opportunity they could defile to be well 
acquainted with It. 

And yet, irotwithftanding all this great fertility, indnftry, 
and abundance, one may venture to affirm, though it may 
appear a kind of paradox, that the moA rich and flouriih- 
ing empire of the world is really poor; and that the Lind, 
though fertile and extenfive, is fo far from fufficient to fup- 
port its numerous inhabitants, that they would require rather 
one as large again to be able to Jive comfortably, and to lay up 
a cohvenient quantity of provifions againft the years of dearth, 
which often happen either through cxceffive drought, and 
other untimely feafons; and much more ftill at fome particiN 
lar ones, when they are infefted with fuch infinite numbers 
of graffioppers as cover the face of the earth, and in a little 
fpace not only devour every fruit, leaf, and blade, but even 
the finall wood of the branches, and fibres of the roots, thro’ 
feveral parts of the country in one feafon; the dire effefts of 
which are fadly felt fome years after. 

^he mif.ry f'^ch calamitous cafes, as well as in times of peftilential, 
of the difeafes, which, notwithftanding the goodnefs of their air and 
mtaver climate, often rage, and lay wafte whole provinces, the com- 
fort. mon people fufier fuch dreadful hardlhips, as often drive 

* them into the moft ffiocking extremes, fuch as expofing their 

children, felling their daughters for flaves; and fometimes even 
into more violent methods, as robbing, plundering, and, if 
not timely prevented by the government, into open rebellion. 
At fuch times as thefe it is, if ever, that not only the court,, 
but the moft tyrannic and oppreffive governors, fet all their 
hands on work to fupply their wants from otheo provinces, or 
\ even foreign countries, to prevent the worfe eP;<fts of their 

SaJway fury and defpair. We may add, that, even their moft 

^ liwng. plenteous, feafons, the poorer fort are fo terribly . >pprefled by 
thofe ia power, as we have had occafiori'to ftrw under a 
former head, that, in fpite of all their induftry^ and hard 
labour, they are forced to fare very ha^rd, and afe glad to be. 

able 
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able to fupport ihemfelves and families not only on the very 
refufe of every kind of provifion, but on cats and dogs, tho* 
they die of age Or ficknefs, rats, mice, and other vermin, 
and with the garbage of any flefh, fifli, or fowl, they can pur- 
chafe ; for ail thefe are fold, as well as the more dainty meats, 
both at the markets, and along the Areets *: fo that, upon 
the whole, the great and the rich alone can be iaid to feel the 
blefling of the boafted abundance we read of in every dc- 
feription of that opulent empire. And fo much may ferve 
for their agriculture. 

The next thing that helps to inrich them is their trade, Foreigm 
which is no lefs encouraged by the government. Even the trade ; 
foreign, which was formerly fhut up by their jealous mon- 
archs, hath been afterwards laid open by the Tartars fince 
the conquell; fo that they now trade with Japan^ Manilla^ 

Siam^ Batavia, and other parts of the Eaji-Indies ; and carry 
thither fuch of their commodities as beft fell there, and bring 
home others that are wanted at home (G), by which they and mafi 
feldoin clear lefs than 200 per cent .; but by (bme of their gain. 

• 

* Le Compte,Nieuhoff, & DuHalde,vo 1 . i. P.314& 318. 

(G) Thofe which they com- and is there fold at a high rate 
monly export to Jopan are the to the nobles and rich, efpecially 
roots of jfin-/eng china, rhu- the latter, a fmall cabinet of 
barb, and other medicinal roots which, not above two feet high, 
and plants, Jreka bark, buifalo and broad in proportion, will 
and other hidcf, and fugar, fell there for 100 piaftres. They 
which laft they make almoli likewife bring great quantities 
i ,000/rr by ; filks of all of gold, which is efteem- 
forts and colours, efpecially ed the hnefl: in all the eaft, and a 
black ; eagle, fandal, and other fort of compound metal called 
odoriferous woods, which are Totnbak, or 'Tombaga, to which 
burnt before their idols, and they attribute many virtues, and 
fome forts of clothes. make into rings, and other 

For thefe they bring back wearing trinkets, for that end. 
pearls, of which they hliewife The only one we dare vouch 
make a prodigious gain; red for is, that, being worn next to 
copper, either in barsor wrought, the fkin a few hours, it will flop 
which, being of a hne ductile the mod violent bleeding. How- 
nature, and beautiful colour, is ever, they make a much greater 
in great requed •in China; fa- gain by carrying mod of the 
bres and cathijfss of an excel- commodities above-mentioned, 
lent temper; fnmeof their por- the gold excepted, to Batavia^ 
celain and jaftan-work, which and other pares of the£i^./«</i>/ 
vadly excee^ that* of China, (32). 

(%i) Du voi. ii. p. 319, ^ fcq. •ljL i, px 33.’, vid. & Le Compte, 

Sf autl. fup, mut, 

merchandizes, 
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inerchflndizes, cCpecially their medicinal drugs, Tometiates 
1000 per cent. Their traffick with the Euroreans is another 
confidcrable branch. T'bcfehave indeed fcarce any port open 
to them, except that of ^ang-tatig, and that only at certain 
times of the year: neither are they fuffered to fail up quite 
to that city, but are forced to caft anchor at Whang~p&^ a 
.place about* four leagues (hort of it, where the river is fo 
crouded with trading veflels for miles together, that it looks 
like a large city on the water. 

7 rade This trade was once very advantageous to the EttropeanSy 

nuitb who brought thither clothes, fwords, clocks, ftriking and other 

Europe watches, looking-glaifcs, diamonds, cryftal, teiefcopes, and other 
dn^indUd, mathematical inftruments, and fold them at a vaft rate ; but our 
company hath fince fo well fnpplicd, if not rather overftocked, 
them with thofe commodities, that the trade is greatly dwindled, 
and is hardly worth carrying on in any thing but filver, and ex¬ 
changing it for gold (H) j which, we are told, is commonly fold 
more or kfs dear, according to the time of the y^car, it being 
much cheaper in March, yJpril, and May, than from June 
to January, becaufe this laft is the feafon when there is the 
greateft number of vcffcls in the port, or road to ^lang^tong 
Other commodities brought from thence are too well known 
Chinefe to need any farther mention ; and all that needs to be added 
g'-eai to it is, that the Chinefe are fuch arrant cheats, that they 

cheats. think it neither crime nor fhame to over-reach thofe they deal 

with, no not even thofe of their own nation and neighbour¬ 
hood (1); fo that one cannot be too watchful over them. 

But 


V Vid, Macailcan, Navaret. Martini. Le Compte 


Nieuijokf, Dv Halde, & al. 

(H) Mold of the gold that is 
bought at^aK£,to»g is brought 
thither from other parts, efpe 
cially from Japan and Cochin- 
China', the latter of which is 
chiefly fold by the king of that 
country. Some indeed is lold 
tluTc by his fubjects pjiv..tely ; 
but is not fo fine by a «rea: deal, 
and mull be lefined ‘■nii^luan^-tc.ng 
(33): and is there divided, as 
all other gold is, into alloys, 
from CO to 100 carats, i;; the 

Pv ILthlc, .i. p. &Sh- 

muO. /up, 


fame manner as we do in Eu^ 
rope. 

(I) They commonly go upon 
this principle, that every buyer 
being willing to purchafe at as 
cheap a rate as he can, or even 
for nothing, if that could be 
done, the feller hath no lefs a 
right to fell av dear as he can, 
and to make i|fe of any art or 
method to raifa the price of his 
own ware: whence they infer, 
that it is r.oL th||, latter tlut de- 

vtl, i. f. 334. Vtd, ^ Lt Compte, (S 

cetves. 
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But what they chiefly depend upon is their home traffick, hfimte- 
in which we may look upon every province as a feparate ftate froi/e 
or kingdom, fome of which abound with certain commodi* 
ties, or provifions, which others want; and, to communicate 
-which to all the reft, the beft methods have been invented, 

■both by land and water-carriage, that each country will admit 
of. Thus the provinces of Hv-quang and Ky^ng-Jiy which 
abound with rice, fupply thofe that want it; Che-kyang fur- raged, 
niflies the fineft fllks ; Kyang-nan the fmeft ink, varnilli, and 
all forts of curious works; Tu-n.m, Shen-fi, and Sl-cwfi, yield 
plenty of iron, copper, and other metals, hoifes, mules, furs, 
drr.; Fo-kyen the beft lugaf and tea ; and tSV-r/j'-Li'e/f the great- 
eft variety of medicinal and other plains, 'ire,; all which are 
not only conveyed from one province to anotlier, either by 
their rivers and canals, jr bv land-carriage; bur, when 
brought to the place ot t'-le, a’c conirnoidy difpatchcd in a 
few da3'S. The ^ery mandarinb-it; and haveafliare 
in the gain, by putting their nv>:v'y iii’o The liands ol tljc tner- 
chantf.ro be improved in tije tt.iyoi fude. It' a woid, there 
isliajclly a iami!}, how poor f..>;'vCT, that will not put itfelr 
in fome w^ay of it; and, with a irnal! f sek, hardly amounting 
to a crown, tdll, by Jaboiu- and indultiy, not only maintain 
themfelves, and their children, bui, by degiees, inlarge their 
ftock, or fall into fome more piofiiable branch, and live more 
at their eafe. Thus ever}" town and village, but much more 
their great cities, fwarm with indiiftrious hands all the day 
long, and all the year round there being no inK?rmiflion from 
any bufmefs, except on the two hrft days of the hi ft moon, 
which arc commonb' fpeiit in (liverhon 

The next branch of their wealth arifes from iheh' manii- hJtv.ufa:- 
failures, of which they Irave great variety. We dial] oiily tut a. 
fpeak of fome of the moft conlidcrahlc, fudi as rheii fiiic and 
cotton, their porcelain and japan-ware, or varnifli. 

We begin with the (illv, the invention ofwloich thzChhjrfs 
records attribute to one. of the wives of the emperor U’Linf - 
ti; fince which, many othc'. cmprelfes have been recorded for n- /w- »/•- 
the lingular care they took to enconrage it, by breeding the 
fllkworms, fpinniiig the filk, and delivering it to thepiopcr 


* Vid. Mao/ullan, NAVArrr. Martini, ,Le Compiis. 
Nieuhoff, D, Hal.de, &. al. 
c 

ceives, but tli(< former who de- makes of his chapman's fimpli- 
ceives himfelPhe b«cg under city, is looked upon ah the x'ru,t 
no compulfio!. to give the ppicc and pc-wani of his own iuduf- 
that is aiked;'; fo mat whatever iiy. 
extradrdmafy gain the itl^r 
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workmen and women, to be woven (K). Their example could 
not fail of exciting the relV of their fex to put their hands to 
fuch a profitable as well as ddigiitful work, by which they 
were intitled, among other advantages, to exchange thdr old 
drefs, which was chiefly that of the fldns of animals, for the 
more eafy and elegant one of this new and valuable commo¬ 
dity ; fo thac in a little time the manufacture became in a 
manner univerfal, and by degi'ees fplit itfelf into the great and 
beautiful variety in which tht Chine/e once excelled moft other 
nations; thpugh it mult be here obfer\’ed, that fome provinces 
vallly exceed others in the goodnefs, beauty, and w'orkman- 
Ihip, of it; pai ticularly that of Che-kyang^ which, as we 
have already obfcrved, bears the bell above all the reft for 
richnefs, foftnefs, and for producing the greatelt quantities 
of it. But, upon the whole, that manufafture hath been fo 
well cultivated among them from time immemorial, that not 
o)ily the princes, grandees, literati^ and other perfons of dif- 
tlndfion, but their domeftics, the merchants, tradefmen, and 
mechanics, can afford to clothe themfelves with it; none, ex¬ 
cept thufc of the meanell fort, and the peafants, who com- 
mdnly wear a blue cotton, appearing in any other but a filken 
drefs. The quantities they fend abroad of it are no lefs 
prodigious; and mull, one would think, have long lince in 
lome meafure exhaufted them, W'ere there not an infinite mul¬ 
titude of hands employed in it; fo that it is not without rea- 
fon that China is ftyled the filk country. 

Neither are they to be lefs admired for their furprifing 
ingenuity, diligence, and Ikill, in the management of every 
branch of it, the beautiful contrivance of their looms, and 
other inftruments for fpinning and weaving it in that beauti¬ 
ful variety of colours, patterns, <bc. and their great care and 
(kill in breeding, hatching, nourifhing, and propagating, of 
their worms, providing againft, and curing them, of fundry 

(K) We are told, that there dies of the court, to this or- 
was a fpacious orchard af&gned chard ; and there, with her 
within the precinft of the pa- own hands, gathered the leaves 
lace, and planted with mulberry- of three branches, which fome 
trees, the leaves of which arc of the maids of honour beat 
the proper food of that valuable down to her. They add, that 
infed ; and that in memory of the fineil picclls of filkj which 
it, as well as to excite the reft were wrought Snder her eye, 
by her own example, the em- were devoted td the ceremony 
prefs went once a year, attended of the grand facfifice offered to 
with the queens, and other la- Shang-ti (34). 

(34} HaldCf vol, i. f, 353. vid, & Za Crniftf, & al, 

diffempers 
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tbe)r are liable to, as well as m their excelleat way 
of cultivating their mulberry-ttces to the beft advantage for 
their nouridment; the preparing'their different apartments, 
fuitably to the various fbiges they go through, from the time 
of their being hatched to that of their fpimiing, and laying 
their eggs (L); and a great variety of other niceties relating 
to them, which we have not room to dwell upqp, but which 
thofe who are curious in fuch things may re^ a particular 
account of in the author laft*quoted \ 

That of cotton- is another very profitable manufaftnre, Cotfattm* 
though it doth not branch out into fuch grrat variety as the nujaSurt. 

■ Dv Halde, ubi Tup. vol. i. p. 353. 

{L)TheCfc/Vf5/fhavcDOtcontcn- clofe, and warm, the door as 
ted themfelves with iiodying the near to tbe foath as can be, 
belt methods of improving this but never to the north; and with 
curious and ufeful manufaaure, a window on every iide, to let 
but have written fome treatifes in the frelh air, as often as oc- 
upon it for public ufe. Among cafion requires. Thefe win- 
them was a famed author, who dows, which are moftly kept 
became afterwards one of the fhut, are of white tranfparent 
iirft minilters of the empire; and paper; behind which are move> 
wag fo thorough a matter of able marts, fo pla:ed, as to (hut 
that fubje£l,that his experience, out or admit the light, as theif 
and wife obfervations on the condition requires. Gnats and 
beft method of propagating and Hies, which are apt to fit upon 
nourifhing that ufeful infe:t, the iilk cafes, and to make ble* 
have proved of excellent benefit mitties on it, as well as render it 
to his nation ever lince. difficult in the winding, mutt be 

He tells them, among other kept out of their tenements, or, 
things, that the apartments ap> if pofiible, the worms fhould 
propriated for breeding them up have done their work before the 
ought to be agreeably htuated,if air is infefled with them. There 
poffible, upon a riling ground, is a great number of other fuch 
and near fome rivulets, oecaufe curious remarks in that author, 
the eggs mutt be often waibed, for which we refer our reader 
and running water agrees bell to- Du Halde % extra£l of him $ 
with them. Their lodging ought but which Ihew, that the Ckinefe 
to be at adiftance from dunghils, are much more nice and curious 
finks, and other naufeous fmells, in the management of their filk* 
txom cattle, and all kind of worms than our nations 

noife, for that the Icaft difagrec- commonly are, who never give 
able fmell Or,noife, even the themfelves any thought about 
barkiugof adog, isapttpeaufe thefe Teeming niceties, fo that 
ftrange diforders in that tender we need not wonder if their 
brood, efpecially Mthen newly produdlions come fo far fhoit 
hatched. of the Chinefe. 

The rooms Ihould be fquhre, 

MoD.l^isT. Vol. VIIL filken 



iUkeft oint. W« haira dr^^df fhewn how they fo^ md 
g«te thdr <^tten $ atid, as to die varioiis clothes they aMkc ^ 
of it, asmullins, callicoes, ire. thdr exceUent wty of dytdi^ 
and printing th^, they are fo wdi known to US| thic Wt 
need not expatiate bnger upon it. 

Cbinif’ Th6 Tfe-Ittt or, as We ftyle it, pOFcdain or china-ware, 
nuare, fiiaflufafhire, is fo<dd a date amor^ them, that their jw> 
wi^ff cords mendon nothing either of its inventer or difixivery. 

MiMir. There is a great variety of it made in feveral provinces of the 

empire; but that which is the fined, and doth alone deferve 
the name of (M), is made no-where but in the town 
of King-te-ching, in the province of Kycmg-fi^ which town 
is above three miles in length, and contains upwards of a 
million of fouls, moftly employed in that fingb branch. The 
Chinefe were always fo very ftiy of letting the Europeans get 
any light into any of their affairs, thofe cfpecially of the ghan. 
Strange or japan-varnlfli, and this of the china-ware, that we hare 
accounts been led by European writers into feveral ftrange and abfurd 
aieut it* notions, rdating either to the materials of which it was 
made, fuch as egg-fliells, according to fome ; the ftiells of 
fome forts of fifties, according to others; or the length of 
time they took up in preparing and perfefting, viz* 30, 40, 
or even 100 years, merely as their fancy fuggeded it to them. 


(M) We need not tell our 
readers, that the name of por¬ 
celain is unknown to t}ie Chinejet 
and moft likely of Portugufe ex- 
trad. The antient bo^s that 
treat of it have not fo much as 
a name for it, but ftyled it the 
;pr«’rte/8t//Vwr/^ Jao-chew(which 
is the diftrid to which King*te- 
ching belongs); or elfc the fine 
china-fware •which is of a lovely 
Jhitting •luhite^ and a clear Jky- 
bluet and comes from King-te- 
ching. And it is indeed by 
thofe two qualities that this fort 
is known and diAinguiihed from 
all others that are nade in China^ 
none of which come up to it ei¬ 
ther for colour, lufire, or fine- 
nefs. 

We are farther told of feve- 
xal attempts having been made 


of making it in other places, by 
carryingthe materials and work¬ 
men thither, particularly at /h- 
kyen and Can-ton* on account of 
the great trade which the Euro^ 
perns carried on at A-stpioit or 
A-moyi but without any foe- 
cefs. Even the late emperor 
Kang-hit who was very enrious 
in ml things of this nature, 
canfed fome of the workmen, 
and all proper materials, to be 
brought to Pe-king; where, hav¬ 
ing tried their utmoft to fucceed 
under that monarch’s eye, at 
leaft to all appearance, the pro- 
jed fflifcarrieo afrefli; fo that 
the town of King-te-ching is fiitl 
the only placed which fupplies 
the whole country with that &ie 
ware (35). 


(3;) Du Uaii$t vol. i. p. 353. ypid. & Lt Cempe^ ^ tksa, 

4 ' tiU 
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till w« ittd at kagth a more perkdl account of all .thcdajm^ ^ trutr 
ticulara £rom' an eye-witaefs, of judgment and probky ovm 

who communicated the whole fecret, and its proeeis, to his 
brethren in Europe, 

Wmbthse that which hath been luice made in Saxmy^ Afintr 
and fo much exceeds the Chinefi, efpecially in ^e beauty <A madt 
tbs colours, and finenefs of the painting, be made after the '^Saacony. 
fame manner, and whether the firA difeoverer of it took the 
hint from the Jefuit’s account, we know not; but as that 
Commodity is now fo far outdone in Germany^ and is likely to 
be imitated by ours, and fome other European nations, with 
good fuccefs, it will of courfe excufe us from dwelling longer 
<m the Chinefe way of working, making, glazing, painting, 
and baking it; the procefs of which, though curious, is too 
long and complicated for a work like this, and may be bell 
fcen in thofe two pieces which the Jefuit above-mentioned fent 
it, and which are publiflied among the Lettres edifiantes of 
the miJIionaries, or in the extraft which Father Du Halde 
hath given us of them in his defeription of the Cbinefe em¬ 
pire K • 

All that may be farther obfervable about it is, that tho’ old 
the notions of the earth being fo long in preparing, to make (btnafiill 
it fit for the work, or of the china-ware, \\ hen made, receiving 
an additional beauty by lying long buried in die earth, 
quite confuted from our author’s obfervations on their prefent 
way of fabricating it ; to which we might add, by way of 
corroborating them, the new method found out in Saxony, 
which is pretty nearly anfwerable to it; yet it is not unlikely that 
the Chinefe had formerly fome fuch longer procefs in bringing it 
to its higheft beauty, but which they thought fit afterwards to 
fet afide, or difpenfc with, as incompatible with the great 
call they had for that commodity from Eurepe, and which now 
feemed to require a more exp^dous way of management, 

Lettres edifiantes, vol. xii. p. 258—360. Ibid. vol. xvi. 
p. 320—366. Do Halde, obi fup. p. 338—333. Vid.^ & Lx 
CoMPTE, Martin. Navarbt. Nieuhoff, & al. fup.citat. 

(N) This perfon was Father defired of inquiring into every 
D'£«/rrrs//rj, a Jefuit, who had branch of that manofa&ore, as 
a church at Kmg-te-ehing, and a well as into the records of thyt 
good number of converts who town about the invention of it, 
either worked at, or were great concerning which, he tells us, 
dealers in it; fo thafbe had all he could nnd no fatisfaftory ac- 
^the opportunity that could be count (36}. 

(E^PaSf du Latru tdtfiaafts of. Du vtU I* f% 3}t, flf feft 

thoagb 
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though at the lots of a great.deal of its beauty and gocxhnefs. 
The old What inclines us to think fo, is the vifible diffemicd there 
counter- IS between the old and new china in both thofe refpe^fs, and 
/cited, the great value which the Chinefe themfelves fet upon the for¬ 
mer above the latter; infomuch that fome of them have 
found means* to counterfdt it in fuch a manner as not to be 
eafily difcovered by any but a connoiileur. We might add 
that that much finer fort which is made in JapaUt and of 
which we (hall fpeak in a fubfequent chapter, is, by the con- 
feflion of the very Japantiers^ affirmed to owe its excellence 
not fo much to the goodnefs of the materials, and manner 
of working, as to the length of the procefs in preparing the 
earth for , the work ; but we fhall fay the lefsof that, as we 
are in fuch a fair way of being fupplied with that beautiful 
commodity much nearer, and, in time, at a much cheaper 
rate. 


Theirvar- The laft manufafture worth notice is that of their varnifh, 

ni/t, or or, as we ftyle it in Eunpe^ gyran, or japan-work, which, tho* 
japan. it be vafily inferior to that made in Japans is yet thought va¬ 
luable enough to be bought at a great price, and fent abroad 
in great quantities, efpecially into Europe. We have already 
fpoken of the liquor or gum which gives it that beautiful 
luftre; as well as of the poifonous quality of its effluvia, 
which fo fadly afFeft the head and limbs of thofe who work 
at it: but this doth not hinder its keeping a prodigious num¬ 
ber of hands ftill employed in it, in almoft every part of the 
empire, though not with equal beauty and goodnefs in fome 
The JtneJly as in others. The very beft of all is made at IVhey-chew, in 
•where the province of Kyang-nan ; and the next to it at Nan-king, 
the capital of that province; in both which, it feems, the 
workmen have a better art in laying the varnifh fmooth, and 
Wh^orft a beautiful and kfting glofs. But the place where the 
at Kan- greateft quantity of it is wrought, though neither fo beautiful 
or ferviceable, is at Kan-toriy where the Europeans befpeak 
and have it wrought in great quantities, and according to 
their own diredlions ( 0 ). 

There 


(O) And this is the main 
Caufe of its being fo inferior to 
that which is made in other 
places; for the workmen being 
obliged to flay till the Europeans 
are come, in order to receive 
thofe dircflions, they can nei¬ 
ther take that due time in lay. 
mg their grounds fo thin and 


fmooth, nor 19. giving them time 
to dry, as that fort of work re¬ 
quires : fm* the beauty and lad- 
ingnefs of it confifl chiefly in 
that dierc Ihould be no fewer 
than nine' or ten fuch grounds 
laid, the thinner the better, and 
at lead the fpac& of three or 
four days, or even more in damp 

weather. 
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There are two forts of varnifli ufed in Chinas the one {eICbe tran^ 
mnitparent as to difcover all the beauties of the wood under* ptuftnt 
neath; and yet fo folid» as to look like a piece of glafs laidy^^'t. 
over it; and at the fame time, by Ibaking into the pores of it, 
preferv« it from ccHTupting. This fort, however, will bear 
gilding, or being painted upon, without loilne any of its 
glols; but is molUy ufed upon i^e forts of cmious woods, 
which are fo beautifully veined and variegated, that it looks 
like the work of art. We have very little of this fort brought 
into Europe, 

The other, which is better known to us, is laid on with mortj 
a body in very thin grounds, as mentioned under the laft note, foUd, 
and that commonly on a kind of mallic, or palleboard, made 
up of paper, Hax, lime, and fame other materials, well 
beaten together, and glued on upon the wood, and with a 
very fmooth furface; and on that it is that they lay firft their 
oil, and then their vamiih, which is moftly of the black kind, 
tho’ they may make it of other colours, and then paint and 
gild it in the manner we fee it in thofe cabinets, tables, and 
other trinkets, that come over to us. And though the^beft 
of that fort, which is made in China, be vaAly inferior in 
beauty, colour, and hardncfs, to that which comes from Ja* 
pan ; yet, when rightly made, it will preferve its native glofs 
and luflire a confiderable time, except fome difalier happens 
to it (P). 

We {hall conclude this article of their trade and manufac- Chinefo 
Cures with a Ihort account of their coin, which is one main edn. 


weather, allowed between every 
one, that the laft may be tho> 
roughly dried before a new one 
is laid on. Another conlidera- 
ble interval of time is likewife 
required between the laft layer 
and the poliihing, painting, and 
Riding: all which would, if duly 
ebferved, require a whole fum* 
mer, and more: but, as they 
have not a fufficient time al¬ 
lowed them fork, they content 
themfelves with difpatchinz it 
at any rate, fo it doth but 
pleafe the purchafePs eye. And 
mnee it is that they neither 
thek glo& nor colour fo 

(}i) Du Haldtf X 


long or fo fine, were their materi¬ 
als in other refpe£ls equally good, 
and the workmen as dexterous, 
here as at any other place. ' 

(P) It is obferved that the 
fpUling of any hot liquor upon 
mat fort of work will deaden 
its luftre, becaufe it will make 
the varniih grow dull, and turn 
yellow. The means of reftor- 
ing it to its priftine fhintng 
black, fays a Cbinefe author, is, 
to expofe it a whole night to a 
white froft, or. Which is ftill bet¬ 
ter, to hold it fome time in tho 
fun (37). 


^ i. h 337* ^ fit* 
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fpring and fuppwt of them. They have but two cufieat 
metaib ia all Chimt v^, tilver and cc^per ; gold bdiog on the 
fame footing there as precious flones with u« ; and piirchaled«. 
like other valuable merchandizes^ according to its weight attd 
finenefs. Silver, though ufed in payment, is not coined, hot 
totnrdi CHI; pieces, fmaller or larger, as occafion requires ; fo 

and'*** value'is rated according to its weight and goodnefs, 

natighed, prince’s image. This makes it, however, 

very inconvenient to the tradefmen, who mufl be ever cutting, 
and weighing it (Q^); and, which is fliil worfe, be trying it 
on the touchHone, becauie it is often below the common 
flandard ; in which cafe, a proportion muA be given in the 
weight, to make up that deleft. Neverthelcfs, the CUmfi 
chufe to have it in that manner rather than coined as ours is, 
becaufe, as they fay, it would make every province fwarm 
with dippers and coiners, and force the dealers to have Aill 
recourfe to thdr fcales and touchftone. And as, in the fie- 
^otne lofs quent cutting it, it can hardly be avoided but fome fmail par- 
Hn it. tides of the metal will fall cm the ground, fo there are num* 

' bers of poor people taken up with gathering and wafhing the 
dirt that is thrown out of the lliops into the ffareets, and who 
commonly find enough among it to fubfiA by. The only ex¬ 
peditious way they have to pay any fum in filver, is, to keep 
by them a variety of plates <>f that metal, beaten, cither thin¬ 
ner or thicker, according to the prefent exigence (befides the 
ingots, which are referved for larger fums), and which, by long 
ufe, they can cut to a very great nicety, and hardly exceed x 
grain cither above or under the weight they defigu it for. 
Cvpptr the The only coin, therefore, prop^y fo called, in ufe amoog 
them, or which they have had frouli time immemorial, is <h 
copper, and of a very inconfidcrable value, on account of its. 
coarfenefe, as well as fmallnefs, it fcarccly amounting to tin? 

The fcales, or rather they may more ealily weigh theur 
ftilliards, with which they pieces. Thefe kind of M- 
wei^K their filver or gold, and liards are fo exceedingly exaft 
which they commonly carry for weighing any money, or 
about them in a neat japan cafe, final! pieces of filver, that from 
Conftft of a little round pjate, fifteen, or even twenty ciowniii 
an ebony or ivory beam, and a down to the twelfth part of w 
weight. The beam, which is peny, and l^fs, may be weighed 
divided into minute pans on In mem with fo great a nice^« 
three fides, is fufpended by fine that the loooth part of a 
filken firings at one of the ends, will turn the fcalc {jfiJ* 
in three different points, that ' 
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thirdjttrt of one of our farthings. It is of a round dgure, 
tdth fome chatraffers on each Bdc, and a fquare hoh in 
tha middle, through which they may be fining to any num* 
btf, but commonly an hundred or a thoufand in one Aring ; 
which laft is equivalent to a Chinefe crou'n, and fotnew&t 
above one of ours ; and in this laft every hundred is divided 
by a Arii^, which hangs at the laA piece, for the greater dif* 
patdi of teWng them. They have, it feems, no other name 
for what we call money, than the old one of Tfyerit which 
prc^perly lignifies the water of a fountain that runs without 
ceajingt by which they exprefled the continual circulation of 
it from one hand to another; which word they AUl retain 
with refpefi to both metals, calling the one Tong-tfyen, at 
copper-money (R), and In-tfyen, or filver-money; which laA 
name they give at Kcm^ton mo to the piaAres, French and 
Englijh crowns, which are pretty current and common in that 
trading city c. 

* D’ENTKECOLLCt ap. Du Halde, vol.i. p. 5^0, & feq. 

(R) This coin, inconftderable ble colleAion to be made of all 
as it is, and not damped, baton, that could be found of that 
ly caft, though formerly coined kind in the empire, and to be 
in two and-twenty places of the depolited there among his other 
empire, was neverthelefs for- rarities. The reader may fee the 
bidden fince, by an imperial mod curioas and remari:able in 
cdid, to be caft any-where but the plate given us by Du Halde^ 
at the court; fo that none of as they were taken by Father 
the petty kings under that mon> D'EntrecoIIes out of the impe- 
•rcb dares attempt it. Their rial colleAion dbove-mendon. 
laws make it even capital to ed (40}. 
counterfeit it; though Father Befides thofe of gold, fvlvcr, 
D'EntrecoUes fays, that fome of and copper, they have had fome 
thtur monarchs have contented ofbafer metals current in 
.^emfclyts with puniiliing fuch to fay nothing of others of clay 
cinders with the lofs of their damped with fome names osr 
band, or with banilhment (39}. charaAers, and baked, ihells. 

The Chinefe have, however, damped paper, Cjfr.; and what 
bad, in the antient times, a is mod obfervable is, that none 
great variety of coins of gold of them were ever damped with 
and iUver, and in a great variety the head of the prince; it being 
of forms, all which are now deemed there an indignity to 
only to be feen in the cabinets the imperial majedy, to have hi& 
of the curious, and more parti- image pafs thro’ me hands of 
cularly in that of thp late empe- tra^fmen, dealers, and tho 
nor KaUg-^t who caufed a no- dregs of the people. 
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iNf order to have fome notion of the CMnefe money, tidiedier 
antient or modern, it mnft be obferved, that their pound, or 
Lyang, weighs fixteen ounces, but is di^ded into only ten 
parts, called Tfyen, this into ten Fwen, which are equivalent 
to ten French ifols, or about feven-pence Englj/b ; the Fwen 
into ten Ft of filver. The beam of the Chine/e fcale arries 
thefe divifions no farther; and yet, with refp^ to gold or 
iilver of a conTiderable weight, the divifion is more minute, 
and almoU extends to imperceptible parts; for which reafon 
it is fcarce polTible to convey a juft idea d them in our lan¬ 
guage. They divide the U into ten PFha, the Wba into ten 
Se, the Se into ten Fd, the Fd into ten Chin, which laft ligni¬ 
tes a gr»n of dull; tUs again into ten Tay, the Tay into ten 
Myau, the Myau into ten Mo, the Mo into ten Tfyun, and 
the Tfyun into ten Sun, But even when one underftands aU 
thefe divifions, it will be ftill impoHible to afeertain the value 
of the antient coins, though the weight is marked upon them, 
yet fome of them palled for much more than their intrinlic. 
value came to. There were times in which the fcarcity of fpecies 
pbliged their monarchs to raife the value of the fmall copper 
pieces fo excelTively high, that one of them was worth ten of the 
fame fort current in former dmes, which hath occalioned very 
great tumults among the people; becaufe the merchants raifed 
the price of their goods in proportion. This fcarcity of cop¬ 
per coin (which was occafioned cither by fome violent irrup¬ 
tion of foreigners, who came and loaded their barks with it, 
and carried it away, or through the cautioufneft of the 
people, who buried it in time of war, and died, perhaps 
without difcovering where it lay hid), hath been lb terribly 
felt, that, at one time, an emperor hath caufed near 1400 
temples of Fo to be demolilhed, and all the images and cop¬ 
per work to be call into coin; and, at other times, the people 
have been exprelly forbid the ufe of any velTels, oc o^er 
titenlils, of copper, and obliged them to deliver up thofe^^ 
had to the mint. And thus much Ihall fuftice for thdr colqs 
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S E C T. VI. 

Of the CbaraSter^ Genius^ Manners^ Cafioms<t Mar* 
riages<t Burials.^ Feajis^ and Feftivalsx of the Chi* 
nefe; witb an Account of the natural and artificial 
Rarities of that Country, 

E have had freqnent occafion to ftiew, how much the C&araSer 
Chinefe nation valued itfelf, above all others, not only 
in point of antiquity, but likewife of wifdom, learning, po- Chinefe. 
litenefs, and other valuable qualities, in comparifon of whom, 
they look upon the reft of mankind as fo many rude favages, 
monfters, or, at beft, as creatures in human ftiape, but either 
quite deftitute, or, at beft, endowed with a very little ftiare, 
of reafon; on which account, they made it a* very conftant 
maxim among them, never to entertain any commerce with High eon- 
foreignerSy but juft as much as Jhoiild be thought necejj'ary to ceit of 
procure their homage and fervice. This was the high notion 
they had of themfdves, and were brought up in “; which was 
ftill farther confirmed, by the Angular deference which the 
Tartars^ PerfianSy IndianSy and other neighbouring nations, 
paid to them, in point of wifdom and learning; infomuch, 
that when Xaverius came to preach Chriftiauity among the 
Japanefcy a people not inferior to them in fenfe and polite- 
nefs, their obje^ion againft it was, that fo wife a nation as 
the Chinefe had not embraced it. 

But, abating this overgrown conceit of themfelves, oiTht cha- 
which they were foon cured, after they became more con- of 
TCrfant with the EtiropeanSy it muft be owned, that they were ^heantieni 
©npc endowed with many (billing qualities, though they have Cninelc. 
fo far de^nerared from them of late; that they muft have 
iypen a wife, prudent, and politic nadon; that they had true 
and juft ideas of govi^nment \ that their fundamental laws 
were excellently wdl calculated for the public good; and that 
the people were no lefs endowed with a iincere regard for, 
and a natural difpolition to obfenre, them. And hence it 
was, that, whatever ftrange revolutions have happened among 
them, duringdiich a feries of ages which their monarchy hath 
continued, they commonly proved of fhort duration; and, 
as foon as they came to be ever fo little at their own difpdal, 
they returned to their own form of government again: and 
pne may fee, to*this very day, in fpite c& all the chaimes, 
^rruj^tiop, and degeneracy, which hath been introduced imeq 

f See before, n. f'. (D). & feq. 
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thdr lail conqueft, fome plain footfteps of their priiHne vir* 
tue, and veneration for their antient laws and form of govern¬ 
ment. And though the hx greater part of them do now con¬ 
tent themfelves with the bare outward fhew of probity, public 
fpirit, juftice, generoHty 6c. yet one cannot fcn-bear con¬ 
cluding, that diere was a time when thc^ noble qualities 
were the diftinguiftiing charafter of the Chinefe nation; atad 
that thofe princes and great men, who ena^ed fuch exceUent 
laws, left behind them fuch wife maxims of government, and 
encouraged fuch a noble fyftem of morality, both by their 
precepts and example, were every way qualified to reign over 
fuch faithful fubjefts. 

Ofth$ The are naturally ingenious, lively, and indujfiri- 

frefent ous, and thofe of the lower rank laborious to excefs. They 
Chinefe. have no great genius for fpeculative fciences, as we have for» 
merly obferved, but a furprifing one for almoft all forts of in¬ 
ferior ones, as well as for mechanics, either for ufe or diver- 
ilon. They are quick and witty, but afieft a gravity with 
It; outwardly affable and civil to, but jealous and miftruftful 
of, ftrangers, efpecially fuch as they fufpeft of coming to pry 
into their manufaftures, fome of whom they have made no 
fcruple to poifon, upon the bare fufpicion of it; but, where 
only traffick and gain are in view, they are exceedingly watch¬ 
ful to obfei've the tempers and inclinations of their chapmen, 
and keep up the faireft corrcfpondence with them, in order 
to over-reach them; fo that whether a ftranger truffs to his 
own judgment, or to the probity of the Chinefe dealer, or 
employs a Chinefe factor, he is, for the moff part, in danger 
of being cheat^, and laughed at, unlefs he be exceeding 
careful who he deals with; for there are ffiU many inffances 
among them, not only of honed and fair dealing, and open 
and generous ufage, but even of fidelity, incapable of being 
corrupted. They are exceedingly apt to refent affronts anA 
injuries, though they do not, as we do, retaliate them by 
duels, fighting, or other public hodilities, but will rather 
feem patient under them, even to Infienfibility, till they have 
a favourable opportunity of indulging theii- rcvei^e to the 
^uth gi- highed degree. Both nobles and artificers are extremely gireo 
•ven to to gaming, and will d>end whole days or weeks at it; and die 

gaming, jitter 'will lofe vad Aims at it, and fometimes all they 

worth, even to their wives and children, when they meet with 
a bad nm of fortune * (A). in 

* Sec before, p. 154. * Debts) vide Mac AH.! Alt,, 

X>E CoMeTfi, NiavHOf f, Z>v Haldc, He id* 

(A) All forts of gaming are and,even that of chel^though 
forbidden by the. laws ^ fq inqch admired by ^ whole 
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la other cafe, they are very good oeconomiib, aad ob- 
ierve frugality ia their houfes, and way of living, from 
which they feldom depart, but upon fome great occafions; 
fudi as thdr national feftivals, their birth-^ys, weddings. Sumptuous 
burials, drr. at which times they ftrive to outdo each other,/<yWv«i5r. 
in tl% fplendidnefr of their tables, furniture, an^ the various 
methods of entertaining thdr guefts (B), in which they fre> 
quently run to excefs, and beyond what their drcumftances 
will admit of. Among the variety of fumptuous diilies which 
commonly adorn their tables at fudi times, dogs flefli, dif- 

nation, is yet highly cenfured will add fome Ihort farce, or 
by their literati, as taking up dramatic performance, to the 
too much of that time which reft; and thofe of rank, a re- 
ought to be better employed i gular play, with ail its proper 
and yet they are fo very fond decorations, interludes of mufic, 
both of that and many others dancing, ; there being al- 
which are in vogue amongthem, moft every-where a fufficient 
that they will even venture their number of thofe ftrollers to be 
whole eftite upon the chance of found, who are ready to ad any 
a game, or even upon a fmgle play which the company ihall 
card, or caft of a die. Upon call for. 
this account, as well as the fear Thefe players are a kind of 
of the laws, they are very care- vagabonds, that wander from 
ful to indulge tnis paftion with place to place, where they are 
as much privacy as poflible ; moft likely to be hired; and are 
though they might eafily be pre* always paid by the mafter of 
vented from h, if the manda- the feafi, among thofe of the 
rhis and magiftrates, who are higher rank; but among thofe 
equally guilty of it, did not of the lower clafs, by the vo- 
wink at it in their inferiors (4.z). luntary contribution of the 
And, it is not improbable, that guefts. They commonly go ii\ 
thefe being fo often hurt by it, companies, of both fexes, and 
is one main caufe of their being have a kind of head over them, 
fo given to cheating in all their who cither keeps them in pay, 
mercantile dealings. or diftributes their hire among 

(B) All thefe kinds of fefti- them, according to the parts 
vals are commonly accompa- they a£t Theie men, in their 
nied not only with variety of rambles, make it their bufinefs 
muiic and dancing, fuch as it to buy (and often to fteal) all 
is, but with tumblers, rope- the handfome girls they can get 
dancers, jagglurs, pofture-ma> from the poor people, whom 
fters, and omer uich diverrions> they afterwards either debauch 
which are there exhibited, by a themfelves, or proftitute for 
parcel of ftrollers hired for that fome fmall fum, in order to 
pUrpofe, and are furpriiingly harden and them for thek 
dexterous at their * refpeflive bufinefs (43). 
partSA Thofe of the middle fort 

(4%^' Lt Du ^uUtt ^ ^3) lid, iiid. 
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fsrently dre(&d, feldom fails of being one, whatever plenty 
of other fleih, venifon, iifli, fowl, ^c, there be befides. Yet, 
Sehriety at even in thefe feaffs, they aiFeft a more than common gravity 
them. and filence, and will drink but fparingly of wine, and other 
Arong liquors, even when the cups are put brilkly round by the 
maAer of th^ feaA, but will only take a fmall quantity at the 
bottom of the cup, as if they feared being overtaken with, or 
betrayed into, fome indecorum by it: but they are foon re¬ 
lieved from their gravity and fears, by the diverfions above- 
mentioned, which commonly fuccccd the third or fourth 
round. 


Wi^ of They neither ufe fpoons, knives, nor forks, at their tables; 
toting. but every gueft comes fumiflied with two fmall and long ivory 
or ebony flicks, with which they help themfelves, with won¬ 
derful nicety and eafe, to every thing that is fet before them, 
without touching it with their hands: and this makes napkins 
to be likewife needlefs at their tables, every difli of meat, 
iifli, drc. being commonly cut into fmall bits, before it is 
ferved * 


fJenu The public or national feftivals are various, and regularly 

years obfcrved all over the empire; particularly, the two firfl days 
feftival. of the year, which are celebrated with feafling, mulic, 
dancing, playing, comedies, and other diverfions, and with 
fending of prefents to their friends and patrons. This folemn 
time, which, among the great ones, lafts from the end of 
the twelfth moon of the laft to about the twentieth of the 


firfl moon of the new year, is properly their vacation j during 
which, all bufmefs ceafes, all the tribunals are flbiut up, the pofls 
fufpended throughout the whole empire, and the generality 
of the people fpend their time in rejoicing, and all forts of 
diverfions (C). 


<* De his, vide MAGAiLtAN, Li Compte, Martini, NiEU- 
HOFF, Pv Halde, & al. 


(C) This feftivity, or vaca- the laft days of the old year, 
tion, which lafts about three when they take their leave of 
weeks (4^), qr a month (45), it, with great folemnity ; and 
is ftyledi^ by the Chineftt tbt the inferior mandarins pay their 
putting up of the feais ; becaufe, homage to their fuperior, the 
at the beginning of it, they do, children to their parents, fer* 
^ith great ceremony, (hut up vants to their mafters; and every 
l^e little cofers whereii^ the family concludes the day with 
feais of each tribunal are kept, a fumptoous fupper. 

^ut the greateft rejoicing is on 

( 44 ) Cbintft Amkafy, *. 76 . vidm (ff Kao, op. tund^Jiid. p. 280 . 
(4Sl ^0* X, 
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But the moft folemn and pompous part of this feftivity, That of the 
begins on the fifteenth day of the fame firll moon, and is, by leathorm* 
the Chineftf fiyled the fe^ (f the lanthorns. It is commonly 
ufhered in at court, and the capital of Pe-king^ pretty late on 
the preceding mght, by the ringing of a vaft large beli; the 
firft found of which is no fooner heard, than it is accom¬ 
panied by whole vollies of cannon, from the p^ace and city 
ramparts, the beating of large kettle-drums, the found df 
trumpets, and a great variety of other infiruments. The 
fame notice is given in all other parts of the empire, efpe- 
cially the great cities, about the fame time, and much in the 
lame way, the cannon excepted. Immediately upon which, Pire^ 
they every-where Idndle fuch vaft numbers of fires, hang up ivorkSfOnd 
fuch infinite numbers of lanthorns, and play off fuch variety 
of fire-works, fome reprefenting caftles, towers, Ihips, dra- *®**^"«' 
gons, elephants, horfes, fifties, and other creatures, that the 
whole atmofphere feems to be in a flame. They have like- 
wife a very dexterous way of inte: mixing their lanthorns with 
thofe fire-works, fo as to reprefent horfes, and other animals, 
in full career, birds flying, fhips failing, armies flgl^ing, 
princes marching with their whole retinue, and a great variety 
of other fuch furprifing fcenes; whilft the ears of the fpefta- 
tors are entertained with the beft muftc their country affords, 
and with the joyful acclamations of the people; all which are 
anfwered by the trumpets, bells, and other inftruments, of 
every temple and monaftery. 

Mr. IJhrandz Ides, who was prefent at one of thefe feafts *, y^ft re~ 
fays, that the noife at Pe-kingy which continued the fame rill joidngt, 
the next day at noon, was as great as if an army of 100,000 
men had been all that time in a clofe and fierce engagement. 

And Father Le ComptCy who was likewife an eye-witnefs Of 
this grand folemnity, at the time he was there, fays, that the 
number of lanthorns, commonly lighted at thefe illuminations, andmtn- 
through the whole empire, was computed to amount to at her of 
leaft 200,000,000. During the feftival, the ftiops are clofely lanthornt. 
fhut up; all bufmefs is fulpended; the fti-eets crouded with Streets 
procelBons of numbcrlefs idols, carried about in great pomp, crouded. 
the monks and priefts attending them, with their cenftrs, 
fongs, and iivufical inftruments ; the very women, of all 
ranks, who at oiher times are not fullered to appear in 
public, are then permitted to tide through the ftreets of Pe¬ 
king ; thofe of common rank upon affes, adorned with ribands 
and other trinkets; and thole of quality in their two-wheeled 
chaifes, covered on every fide bui the front, and eithei- fing- 

* * Amba-ffy to China, part, i, ch. 15. p. 76. 

ing, 
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ing, or gently touching fome mulical inftrument, or even 
fmoakxng a pipe, and attended with a maid-fervant riding 
behind and playing likewlfe on focne muAcal inilru- 
Jticbne/s of meat. Some of thofe laothoms are fo vallly rich and beauti- 
the Ian- fol, that the price of them amounts to 1500 or 2000 crowns^ 
tboms, gveu beyond; and not a houfe but hath feme fort of 

them, the hieft they can afford, burning, both before and 
within it (D). In a word, the CMnefe are fo ambitious of 
making the moH; magnificent figure on this fefiival, that they 
will retrench from their common expences the year round, 
that they may do fomething extraordinary at this time, and, 
abating the mafquerading, will allow themfclves in all the ex- 
hi origin travagancies of a Venetian carnival But what the caufe dF 
nnknonjon. all this joy, or the origin of this grand feflival is, they either 
do not care to tell us, ’ or probably know nothing of it them- 
felves (E). We fhall, however, in the fequel of this chapter, 

find 


* Dehis. vide & Martiki, Navaretta, Le Compti, Dv 
Halde, & al. fup. citat. 


( D ) Thiefe lanthoms are 
adorned with beautiful carving, 
gilding, and japanning, and 
have about fix or eight panes 
of thin bine filk, made tranf- 
parent by a fine varnifli, and 
painted with figures of trees, 
men, horfes, birds, fo 

ikilfully difpofed, as to receive, 
as it were; life, from the great 
number of lamps, or candles, 
burning within them. Others 
are made of blue tranfparent 
horn, through which are feen 
fundry kinds of creatures, paint¬ 
ed to the life, and feeming to 
move, through the motion of 
the flame within, and repre- 
Tenting a variety of feenes, to 
entertain the fpeflators. The 
common forts of them are about 
four or five feet high, and have 
their tops adorned with curious 
ftreamers, waving in the wind; 
but thofe of the nobleil fort are 
above twenty feet in diameter. 


and illuminated with lamps and 
wax-candles, the fides of which 
reprefent to the eye various fi¬ 
gures of men and women, in 
diflerent charaflers, or exhi¬ 
biting fome theatrical repre- 
fentations, with gcllures fuit- 
able to their parts. Thefe are 
moved by wires, by people 
placed underneath, like our 
puppets, or, according to one 
of their own authors, are a£led 
by living perfons (45). They 
have likewlfe bonfires, and 
other fire-works, in all the 
parts of the cities, towns, and 
villages; and the whole nation 
Teems to run mad with joy for 
they know not what. See the 
next note. ^ 

(E) Whether they are really 
ignorant of the occafion of this 
fellival, or defignedly conceal 
it from flrangers, it is certain, 
none of our'authors, who have 
fpoken of it, nor even JCao, a 


(45) Sjopj ubi fupra. 


Chineft 
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£nd a proper place for ofFering a conjeflure of ours, concent- 
ing the origin, and extraordinary rejoidngs, of that famed 
felltval, which, we hope, when weighed with other concur¬ 
ring drcumftances, may, though new, appear to give a more 

Chineji native, have given any origin of its inftitution is either 
fatisfaAory account of it. Some forgot, or, which is more pro> 
tell tts, it was inftituted in me> bablc, is conceard from Grangers 
mory of one of their monarchs, out of fomc faperftitious whim ? 
who had caufed a magnihcent For, we are told, that, with re- 
palace to be built, which he fpe^ to that of the new year, 
illumioated with a prodigious they are, in fome parts of China, 
number of thefe lanthorns, that fo cautious of having a ftranger, 
the day might not be diilin> or even fome of their neareit 
guilhed from the night. Others, relations, at their own houfes, 
that it was in* remembrance of at that time, left they fhould 
a great mandarin, whofc fa- catch all the good luck which, 
vourite daughter drowned her- they fuppofe, attends the mo- 
felf; and that he having go- ment of its entrance, from the 
verned them with uncommon family, that they will not ad- 
humanity, the country, in gra- mit any one to (hare in the 
titude, flocked to him with feftivity of that day with t^em, 
lanthorns, to help him to find nor join in the common re- 
her out, though without fuc- joicing of the feafon, till the 
cefs; in memory of which, they next and following ones (46). 
inftituted this ceremony, which. However, by the uncommon 
in time, fpread itfelf through magnificence and profufion 
the whole empire. which reigns through the whole 

Laftly, as their records men- empire, and the univerfal joy 
tion, that the Emprefs Ta-kya, that appears in every look, and 
wife of the Emperor (both the ftrange forts of diverflons 
of them of a tyrannic difpofi- which are in vogue, during the 
tion), had, either through fear feaft, one would be apt to fup- 
of a rebellious attempt, or for pofe, that fo folemn, fo joy- 
fome other motive, accuftomed ful, and fo univerfal a feftival, 
herfelf to have the imperial owed its origin to fome extra- 
palace illuminati-'d with a pro- ordinary event, or blelHng, 
digious number of candles, to which they either are careful to 
fupply the abfence of the fun, conceal, or have loft the re- 
and to prevent any furprize by membrance of; or, at leaft, that 
night, fome infer from thence they expert, from their magni- 
that this feftival was inftituted, flcciit way of celebrating it, 
by the people, after her death, fome great and public bkfling 
in memory of tlfeir deliverance will fall on the whole realm, 
from that cruel tyranny. and that thofc who bellowed 

But, as none of thefe carry the moft coft on it, or behaved 
any tolerable probability, may moft franticly, were to have the 
we not rather thiiik, that the greatett fhare of it (47). 

(46) Du 'BdlJe, <val. i. p. zqt. (47) Dr t;te, 1 Magaillan, Le 

Cmpte, Ifitandn, Kao, DuHaUe, &t, utt Jufra. 

* ' piobablc 
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probable account of it than any wc have hithci to met with, 
either from the natives or ftrangers. 

^he two The next in rank and folemnity, are the two grand fefti- 
/ijiivals of inftituted in honour of their famous Confucius^ and are 
Confu- celebrated, the one in the fpring, and the other in autumn, 
cius i public honours paid to that great philolbpher, ufed for¬ 

merly to be "performed before his ftatue, fet up in the great 
hall dedicated to his memory, till their new conqueror Kang- 
kif deeming it, we are told, a kind of idolatry; and fearing, 
or pretending to fear, left his new fubjcfls Ihould, in time, 
offer the fame worlhip, and praj'ers, to him, forbade the ce¬ 
remony to be performed before his ftatue; inftead of which, 
he ordered a large label, or board, to be erefted over a table, 
with his name and titles written, or engraven, upon it, 
with fome beautiful leaf-work, and other ornaments, carved 
the cere- or painted about it. The ceremony is now performed, by 
mony of kneeling before the infcription, and proftrating the body nine 
them. times before it, till the head touches the ground : after which, 
the iifual offerings are made to it, of wine, vifluals, fruits, 
drc. in the fame manner the great families do to their deceafed 
friends, at their mourning feafts ; of which, we lhall fpeak 
in the fequel. The fame exchange was likewife ordered to be 
made in all their fchools, colleges, and other places, where 
that great man’s picture was formerly fet up, and where no¬ 
thing hut Ills name is now to be feen ^ We have formerly 
taken notice of fome other feftivals, in which the emperors 
bore the greateft fliai'C in the facrifices, and other ceremonies 
performed at them, and need not cnlarge’upon their other 
public ones, which are iiiconliderable, in comparifon of thofe 
we have now given an account of. 

Fenftings The private ones are either on their birth-days, marriages, 
«» birth- or funeral obfequies, ail which they ftrive to celebrate in the 
grandeft manner that their circumftances can afford. They 
always obferve their birthdays with fuch feaftings, dancing, 
mufic, and other diverfions, as w'e have already deferibed, to 
which the guefts join their good wifhes of long life and pro- 
fperity; and fome of them add either a panegyric, or copy of 
verfes, on the perfon. The whole day is fpent in civil treats, 
mutual congratulations, and mirth, even among thofe of the 
loweft rank. Tlie fame rejoicings and feaftings are obferved 
at the birth of a fon, cfpecially the firft; and, in both cafes, 
the guefts commonly accompany their congratulatory compli¬ 
ments with fome real prefents, (uitabie to their circumftances; 

^ Dc his, vide & Martini, Navaretta, Le Comfte, Du 
Halde, & al. fup.'citat. 


the 
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the greafefl: princes not thinking it beneath their dignity to 
have fucli kind of fubftantial honours paid to them. 

Their marriages are celebrated with no lefs pomp. The Marti- 
married couple are commonly brought together, without any ages. 
previous acquaintance with each other, the bargain being 
.Uruck by their parents, or by fome go-betwc(ji, and after¬ 
wards ratified, by prelents fent by both fides. The bride No Jtnvry 
brings no dowry with her, but is rather purchafed by her brought by 
fpoufe, who, befides the price he pays for her, commonly the bride. 
fpends, in the marriage ceremony, double and treble the pre- 
fents fhe brings along with her, efpecially among thofe of 
higher rank (F). The young couple are never fuftered to fee Wedding 
each other, till the marriage contraft is figned and fealed, by ceremony. 
the parents or friends, and the prefents be exchanged on both 
lides : but, as foon as that is over, the bride is fent home to 
her bridegroom’s houfe, in a kind of pompous cavalcade, and 
with a numerous attendance g of friends and fervants; fome on 
horfeback, fome on foot; fome carrying the infignia of the 
family, others playing on variety of inftruments; a third fort 
carry torches, flambeaux, even at noon-day, and buwiing 
odoriferous perfumes ; whilft a fourth bear the prefents fhe 
brings along with her. The bride, if of quality, is carried 
in a ftately fedan, covered ail round with a large and rich 
canopy of fVate, borne by a dozen or more lufly fellows, in 
the livery of the family, and guarded by fome relations on 
horfeback. The whole retinue appears in the mofl fplendid 

E Sec the cavalcade deferibed by Du IIalde, vol. i. p. 303. 


(F) The laws of the country 
making it an indifpenfible duty 
for every man to marry ; and 
many of the poorer fort not 
having it in their power to pur- 
chafe wives, the government 
gives them leave, in fuch cafes, 
to go to the foundling hofpitals, 
and beg one; which favour is 
feldom denied, if the man have 
any tolerable charader Jbr pro¬ 
bity and indultfy. This me¬ 
thod not only faves a poor man 
the charges of buying, but con¬ 
tributes to make the wife more 
obfequious and obliging. 

Thefe hofpitals do Tikewife 


furuifh the richer fort with 
children, when their wives 
prove unfruitful; and this is 
done either clandeilinely, and 
then the good wife pretends to 
be pregnant, and, in proper 
time, to be delivered ; and this 
is oftener with than without the 
confent of the hulhand. The 
other is done by publicly adopt¬ 
ing the children fo bought; but 
as this cannot be done without 
the leave of the government, 
nor that be obtained without 
great expence, the former way 
is the more fiequently cho- 
fen (48). 


(4.8) De lioe. vide Magaillan, Lt Cmjite, Martini^ JJbrandx^ Kao, Du 
Halde, &c. uln fubra. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. VUI. a dreffes; 
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drefles; and in this manner they march from her father’s 
houfe, to that df her fpoufe j who is there ready, with a valt 
number of his own relations, all likcwife richly drelTed, to 
receive her. The fedan, in which Ihe is brought, is clofely 
ihut up on all fidcs, the door of it is locked, and a trufty 
fervant is inu'pfted with the key of it, which he is to deliver 
to none but to the bridegroom, who waits at the door, to 
^The bride's introduce her into an outer court. Here ftic is no fooner fet 
rscepHos. down, than he unl(x:ks the cliair, with fome eagernefs; and 
is then a judge (if he never faw her before, which is com¬ 
monly the cafe) of his good or bad fortune (G). If he likes 
her, he hands her out of. the chair, and conducts her into 
the great hall, where they make four low bows to Tyen ; after 
which, fhc doth the fame to her hufband’s relations; and is 
then put into the hands of the ladies invited to the ceremony, 
who lead her into a llately apartment, and fpend the remainder 
of the day with her, in feafting, dancing, and other diver- 
lions ; M'hilft the biidegroom doth the lame, with his male 
relations, in another. The fcahing lafts more or Icfs, ac- 
cordkig to the circumftanccs of the pcrlbus; and, when once 
ended, flie is from that time feduded not only from the com- 

(G) It fometlmcs happens, her back, nor to divorce, or 
iiiat a man, when lie receives ufe her ill. The laws likewile 
ills wife, and finds her beauty oblige both lldes to have a due 
not anlwenable to the charafter regard,to an equality of age, 
given him ot it, or the idea he and rank ; but this laft is often 
ionceived ol her, will imme- overlooked, through dint of 
liiatfly lock her up again, and, money, 
in the fame fedan, fend her 'I'he common people obferve 
back to her parents, choofing lefs ceremony in this cafe j and 
laihcr to forfeit the money he the man may have fome oppor- 
gave for her, than to take her tunities to fee the woman, be¬ 
come, i’ut this, of late, is not fore he engages; and, when 
oticn th.; cafe, the female le- the marriage is agreed on, the 
J.ttioiv of the brid.^groom taking bride is fent to her hulband, 
ail tilt proper precaution.', not in the handfomeft manner that 
Oiily to foe and convcife, but their circumftanccs will allow, 
to view, and c.vamine her, when efpecially with mulic, torches, 
flic is in the bath, and be fatif- and fome retinue of her frietide, 
lied, that Ihe is free from any and is conveyed thither in a 
Itich dere(?i!', as might render clofe fedan. The ceremony of 
her difagrc'rable to him. On her reception is much the fame 
the other band, her parents take with that of the great ones, 
care to oblige liim, by the mar- abating the,Tiagniiiccncej49). 
riage contradl, neither to fend 

?! Mtgamaf;, Le C'.n:pie, Mntvd, mrandn, Kao, D» 

iia-Je, G;, nb- frpm. . ( 
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pany, but even from the fight, of all men but her hufband; 
except) perhaps, the father, or fome near relation, and that 
only on fome extraordinary occafion; unlcfs they have con- 
trafted before-hand with him, for the liberty of entertaining 
a gallant now-and-then, which, we are told, is fometimes done, 
by an indulgent parent, and agreed to by the no lafs indulgent 
fpoufe, though feldom, if ever, without fome valuable con- 
fideration 

The Chihefe laws allow but one wife to a man; but they The laws 
are permitted to have feveral concubines, who are brought allow but 
into his houfe, without any other ceremony, than a promiflbry ^'^ewift 
note of the fum agreed upon, and of ufing her well; but the 
lawful wife is generally miftrefs over them, ^is well as over all 
the fervants in the houfe; and the children of the concubines ^ 
are deemed to belong to her, and have an equal right to inherit. 

She alone bears the title of mother, and, after her deceafe, is 
honoured with the parental mourning of three years. Both Second 
the man and the woman may marry again, after the death of marriages^ 
either; in which cafe, the hiilband is no longer confined how far 
within his own rank, but may take any woman he pleafes,*or allowed, 
even one of his concubines, to be his wife; and this fecond 
wedlock is attended with but few ceremonies. As for wi¬ 
dows, efpecially thofe that have had children, they become 
their own miftrefles, and may marry, if they pleafe; but that, 
among thofe of high rank, is reckoned difreputable, though 
fhe had lived but one day, or even a few hours, with her 
hufband. But with thofe of the middle rank, the cafe is 
quite otherwife, though frequently lefs in their favour, 
through the avarice of the deceafed’s relations (H). 

Upon 


See Martini, Lk Compte, it al. fup. cUat. 


(H) Thefe are often forced 
by thehufband’s relations, cfpe- 
cially if it be one that hath had 
no children, to marry feme 
other man, in order to have the 
money given for, or fome part 
of it, refunded to* the family. 
The bargain is often agreed 
with the new hufband, without 
her knowlege; and if fhe has 
a daughter Hill unwctined, fhe 
goes along with her to him. 
Neither can fhe avoid the op- 
prelfion, unh.’fs fhe can procure 


the above fum to be repaid, or 
turn bonzefs, or nun, which 
few care to do. The poor wi¬ 
dow being thus fo!d, whether 
with or without her knowlege 
or confent, is immediately clapt 
into a clofe fedan, and conveyed 
to the purchafer, under an efcort 
of fome trufty perfons, and fre¬ 
quently long before her mourn¬ 
ing is over, which is exprefly 
againfl: the law. But if this out¬ 
rage hath been complained of 
to the mandarin, and he he 
K 2 fouuid 
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he fad Upon the Avhole, it muft be owned, that the marriage 
Jtate of the Hate is but an uncomfortable one to the Chinefe women, of 
married any rank, inflaved and immured by their jealous hufbands; 
’women. jjj fome cafcs, liable to be fold, with all their children ; in 
others, to be divorced from them; and when widows, con¬ 
demned to obferve a long and fevere mourning, and then either 
to live a finglc life, or to be fold to the higheft bidder; without 
one gd6d law in their favour, except that which permits 
them to marry again, if the hufband absents himfelf from 
his home above three years (I). The'’Chincfc women are ge¬ 
nerally very handfome, fprightly, and amorous; and employ 
themfelves at home, either with their ow n children, or with 
fome forts of curious wot ks, as painting, japftning, embroi¬ 
dering, . Thofc of dillintStion feldi^m ftir abroad, and 
\^hcIl they do, they are commonly carried in a low clofe 
cli.iir, or a co^ei■cd two-wheeled chitife (K.), and are, confe- 

quently, 

found to have connived at, traricty of tempers. 5. Excefs 
iiiiHjud of remecl\ing it, he of jealotii'y, difobcdiencc, or 
li.'iUlc to be feverely piiniih- indiferetion. 4. Barrennefs, 
eu If. Some contagious diftcniper. 

;I) In this cafe, fticis ohligcd Yet theft- divorces, wc arc told, 
tr; ;;pply to iht in rdarins, wlio, fcklom happen among thofc of 
after due examination of it, \\ ill higher rank, it being only 
iitcn.fe her to take another hiii- niiiong the common people that 
bnn.i; for, withrrjt this forma- inllanccs of it arc to be met 
iity, fhc would be feverely pu- with (si), 
iiiihcd, if Ihv ventured to do 10. (Kj Thefe fedans are of two 

With relation to men felling forts ; thofc belonging to the 
llicir wive-, the law is, that a lity are borne on two, or more, 
v.'cinan that elopes from her men’s Qioulders ; and thofc of the 
i.u.'band may, aficr conviriion, inferiorrank hare only one pole, 
end K-Cfiving the corrc£tion ap- put through a ring on the top, 
r('iiited by the law, be fold by and rather rcfemblc a large 
him to whom he pi cafe s; but care, carried between two men, 
V. ithout fneh aconviflion, both much in the fame manner as our 
the buyer and the feller would draymen carry a barrel of ale, 
be liable to be pur.iflied; and the hindcrnioll liolding it with 
yet, wc are rold, that fome men Loth his hands, from jogging to 
hav6 fold, or c”cn played away, and tro. . 
their wives and children. i;Oth forts are made fo very 

The cafes in v-'hich div'orce low, that the perfon, who fits 
it allowed, are; 1. Adultery; ciofs-lcggcd on a cufliion at the 
but which fridom happens, by botioiii, (jotli almoft reach the 
reafon of their being lo clofcly top v/ith her liead. 'f'hofe of 
kept. 2, Antipathy, or con- the lower fort, which are com- 

($0) De hoc, vtdf Mageillar, Le Comf.te-, Mirtii.t^ Tframtui,*Kaif Vide Du 
UuldCf vil. I, p, 305 . Id, ibid, •vide £/ el, jii!>,citai. 

raohly 
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tjuently, never to be feen We fliall deferibe their drefs in 
a more proper place. 

The lalV pompous foiemnity we fhall mention, as cele- Funcrol^, 
brated by private families, is that of their funeral obfctquir'’., ard dnp 
which, among people almoll of all ranks, tloth, by far, Ihll 
exceed whatever is obferved by them upon any other occa- 
lions. And fiich is the fmgular regard which rtic Chhicfe pay ^-iuouhn' 
to the memory of their deceafed friends, efpecialiy to that of rf^aid to 
their parents, and near relations, that they tliirjJ^hey can Z'®* 
never fufficiently exprefs it, either by the colt they bellow 
on their fmierals and ajiifnerfaries, or by the decpell tokens 
of grief for their lols. According to their antient laws, the Length of 
common term of mourning for a parent was three whole iheit- 
years (L); and though it hath been fince reduced, in feme McnniHy. 
cafes, to twcTity-lcven months, yet do they not abate, in any 
Other rcfpe« 5 t, of their antient aullcrity on Inch otcafio' 
but fpend that whole time in a«Hs (^f the moll pungent grief. 

‘A child that hath loll a parent is neither permitted, nor 
will, upon the grcatell exigency, indulge himfdf in tlie n!e 
of a bed, din ing the f pace of loo da\s, but chooies to lie all 
that time upon the bare earth, lamenting, in the biftercil 

* De hoc ritu, vide KEt.cii! r, China illullrata. Martini, 
llillor. Sinenf. Le Compj e, C'/ikii.i, J)u Halde, & al. 

inonly of japanned v.'ooJ, have (I ) 'Pif-. term of three year.) 
cither lome fmailhole:, or ob- inunrnmg ior a paicnr, >v.U' cr- 
long narrow flits, not only to daincd to exprefs tlieir gr itiuide 
let in the air,, but give them for their parents care during 
that are in it a gUmp'c of what the three \cars of their he plets 
pafTes In the llretts through infancy, wherein they flood in 
which they are conveyed ; but need of their afl.llance ; and it 
thofe of the better foit are co- is fo carefully obferved that if 
vereJ over with fuch ric.h lllks, any of the emperor’s minillerr, 
as not only Ihiit out the light, of what rank foever, lofea a 
but even the frefh air. faiher, oi mother, he mull lay 

Both forts, as well as the doun his olSce during all that 
two-whccled chaifes, arc only time, and dedicate it to inourn- 
ufed in the cities, or for feme ing, uniefs the emperor fliould, 
lliort jaunts out of it; hut in for fome extraordinary veafon, 
longer journies, the quality difpenfe with it, which !■ rarely 
commonly convey their wives done; nor can he refume his 
and female retinue in coaches pod, till the three }cars are 
and litters ; and all likcwife fully expiied (53). 

fliut up clofe on all fides {52). 

• 

(jz) De hoc, oiide Ma^aiHan. Le Camfrte, l^lar’iVy Ijhraniz-, Kj", f'r ' Pu 
H-ilde, ttht fup. Vide isT ul. fip, niM. (5jJ VideMiilinif L. C npit^ 

O'emel Cjicii, Du ILi'd.-, <S j .’. 
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terms, didr mexprcffible lofs. They arc not taconverfe widi 
any body during a whole year j and, which is ftill harder, 
muft abftain from all connubial intercourfe with their wives 
and concubines, under very fevere penalties: for Ihould any 
of them be found to have been got with child during that time, 
both they, and much more the hufband, would infelKbly be 
condemned te feme heavy puniftiment. In the matrimonial 
ftate, the wife is obliged to mourn, in the fame deep manner, 
three wll6le years, or at leaft two years and a quarter, if not 
6 f high rank, and the hufband a whole year for a dead wife t' 
which laft is alfo the common term, more or lefs, of mourn* 
ing for other relations, according to the degrees of thdr pro¬ 
ximity. 

’Jmivtr- Neither is this filial regard confined to the dated time of 
fary obfe- years, but is dill continued with annual obfequies per- 

Termed at his grave, with fomething near the fame mournful 
*whencf. ceremonies; to which we may add, that if a man die before 
he hath married all his children, the elded fon is obliged to 
take that care -upon him; and, being then inveded with a 
paternal authority over them, is edeemed as the reprefenta- 
tive br fubditute of the deceafed. Nor are thefe funeral ob- 
fcquies continued to parents only, but to grandfathers, drc. 
up to the head of the family, for whom they keep anniverfary 
folemnities, vifit their tombs, in the fame mourning guife, 
and offer upon them the ufual prefents of wine, viftuals, fisc, 
as if they were dill aUve (M). 

Nor need we to be furprifed at this extraordinary duty to 
fheir ancedors, if we recoiled; what was formerly hinted, on 
another occafion, that they are brought up with a belief that 
their fonls are dill prefent, though invifible to them, and be¬ 
hold all their aftions, and either approve or condemn, reward 
or punifh, them j which notion is of excellent ufe, to deter 
hUnarehs them from vice, and excite them to virtuous deeds. Neither 
not exempt their greated monarchs thiiili themfelves, on any account, 
from them, jj^orc difpenfed from this filial duty, than the mea,ned of their 

(M, This extraordinary re- a deep fenfe of obedience and 
gard Was founded on a wife fubmilfion to them ; and, as 
Chinefe maxim, that monarchs their fages have juftly obferved, 
ought to have the tendernefs (f this fubmilfion naturally pre- 
a parent over their fubjefl'*, and ferves peace in families; this 
fathers the authority of kings produces traiiquility in cities, 
over their children; and, when preven^ infiirrcctions in pro¬ 
young perfons behold what vc- vinces, anfl fecures peace and 
neration is paid by their parents good order through the whole 
to their own progenitors, it can- empire, 
not fail of infpiring them with , 

3 fubjcdls. 
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fubjefls, but rather drive to outdo them in it; infomuch, that 
we read of fome of them who liave refufe^ to attend on any 
thing but that, even at a time when their dominions have been 
invaded by a foreign power (N). 

Th® funeral rites are performed, among the rich, with Funeral 
much the fame pomp and magnificence (if not rather greater) . 
as their marriages, and with the addition of a j'aft number oit' 
bonzas, and other priefts, who adorn the fiimptuons caval¬ 
cade, feme finging, in a mourniul tone, the encomiums of 
the deceafed, others playing on a great variety of inftruments; 
fbme carry the tables, on which are depofited the offerings of 
wine, vidfuals, <bc. to be fet on the tomb, others the per¬ 
fumes to be burnt upon it, and one of tliein precedes the bier, 
bearing the table, or label, on which arc written the names 
of the deceafed, and thofe of his progenitors. The corpfe, Frger^om, 
which is drefied in the bed cloaths, is carried in a datcly 
coiffin (O), covered over with white damufle, or fome other 

lich 


(N) The Chine/e annals re¬ 
cord many inftances of this filial 
duty, and particularly, in the 
fingular piety of Vm-kong, king 
ofFjingy who, being forced to 
travel out of his father's domi¬ 
nions, to avoid the fnares of an 
ambitious mother-in-law, and 
being th^Tc informed of his fa¬ 
ther’s de^th, and of the lofs of 
his kingdom, gave this extra¬ 
ordinary anfwer to a prince, 
'whooifered himhisafliftanceand 
foldiers to recover it; “ That, 
being become, as it were, a 
** dead man fince his retreat,and 
“ exile, he no longer eftcenied 
any. thing but virtue,-Twid 
“ piety towards iis parents; 

that thin was his treaiure; 
“ and that he chofe rather to 
** lofe his kingdom, of which 
** he was already difpoffeffed, 
than to be wanting in thofe 
laft duties, which did net 
permit him to take arms, at a 
time deftined for grief, and 
the funeral hdViours which 
were due to his father (54).” 


(O) Thefe coffins, about 
which the ilhinefe are fo lolli- 
citoiis, that they will hav^them 
made in their life-time, and 
fome fons will mortgage thein- 
fclves, to procure one of them 
for a parent, are commonly 
made of planks about half a 
foot thick, and of a Jailing fort, 
and fome of them of precious 
wood, and are fo well pitched 
within, and japanned without, 
that no bad ihiell can perfpire 
through them. Thofe of the 
richer fort are finely carved and 
gilt, and coif from 300 to 1000 
crowns. 

Before the corpfe is laid in 
them, they commonly thiow a 
little lime at the bottom ; and, 
after it is laid, clap on a pillow, 
or a good deal of cotton, to keep 
the head fteady, and ftuff every 
vacuity with cotton and lime, 
to foak up any moifture that 
comes from the body. 

We took notice above, that 
fome, put of a more than com¬ 
mon regard ior their patents. 


( 54 ) S(e Du HaUtt p> 3 ^ 16 . 
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rich filk, which ii the colour that is ufed by all the Chinafe in 
their mournings ^ over it are the infignia of the family ; the 
whole carried by twenty or more lufty men clad in mourning, 
and covered with a vafl ftately canopJ^, which is likewife borne 
by a number of men in the fame mourning drefs. The rela¬ 
tions of the deceafed, both men and women, follow next, ac¬ 
cording to their nearnefs to him, all clad in white fackcloth, 
girt about with a coarfe rope, with ftraw wrapped about their 
feet, and rags about their heads ; only the women relations, 
fuch as the wife, concubines, daughters, and other female 
kindred of the deceafed, ai-e carried in clofe fedans, or chairs, 
covered over with white curtains. 

jurying- In this manner they proceed from the deceafed’s houfeto 

f laces, the burying-place ; which mull be without the walls of the 

pity, and at a diftance from any towns, or inhabited places 
(unlefs they chtife to keep the bodies in their own houfes, in- 
clofed in fuch coffins as we deferibed in the laft note) ; but, 
genet ally fpeaking, thefe fepulchral places are on fome moun¬ 
tain, or eminence, about two or three miles from any city, 
and are inclofed with pine, cyprefs, and other trees, and fome 

*Tomhs. with a wall. The tombs are raifed like little houfes, but are 
differently fliaped in different provinces. Thofc of the man¬ 
darins, and princes of the blood, are of a magnificent ftruc- 
turc, about twelve feet high, and eight or ten in diameter ; 
and near them Hands a table of white polilhed marble, ot a 
confiderable length and breadth, on which are fet a perfuming 
pot, two vafes, and two candlefticks, all of the fame Hone, 
and curioully wrought. On each fide ate placed, in feveral 
rows, a great many figures of officers, eunuchs, foldiCrs, 
lions, faddlc-horfes, camels, rortoifes, and other animals, in 
different attitudes of grief and veneration. As for the niean- 
^ er foj t, they content themfehes with raifing a fmall kind of 
pyramid of mould or earth o\cr the coffin. 


phufe to keep their dead I odles 
at home ; and this they will do 
at leaft during the whole three 
years of mourning, duringwhich 
their feat in the day-time is a 
llool covered with white ferge, 
and at night they lie down near 
the coffin, on a bare matt made 
of reeds. 7 ’hcv deprive them- 
felves, during'the whple time. 


of all dainty meats, tvincs, con- 
verfation, and other comforts; 
and if they areob.iged, on foim: 
urgent occafion, to ftir out of 
their houfes, or to go out of 
town, which few will do till a 
certain time of the mourning be 
over, they are commonly carried 
in a dole chair covered with 
white ferge or cloth (55). 


(55) See Du Ihlde, p. icS, & Jeq. Vi.L & CoHiittf & a\ A/ra 
eitat. 
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They feldom bury many perfons in one grave, and are-ex- J^rg^tr/f for 
ceedingly curious and careful about thd bodies of their de- fhhoiUa, 
ceafed friends. They would deem it an unheard-of cruelty 
to have them opened, and the heart and entrails taken out, as 
is d(5ne among us; and they would look with horror on 
our charnd-houfes, and fee the bones of diflertnt perfons 
promifcuoufly laid one upon another. AnA this makes 
them fo fond of thofe coffins lately defcribed, which fome 
will purchafe not only at a great price, perhaps from 50 to 
100 crowns, but even with their lafl peny, and keep them in 
their houfes i o or 20 years beforehand, and efieem them as 
the beft piece of furniture they tire mafters of. 

When the proceffion is arrived at the buryiiig-place, the Feafgi-vn 
fervants of the deceafed, while the funeral ceremony is per- 
forming, are bufied in preparing an entertainment fi'r the 0 ''”5' 
company, which is fet on tables, and in a kind of halls reared 
for that purpofe. Some of the relations will partake of them, 
whilft others will chufe to keep clofe to the Tons and daughters WefJ 
of the deceafed, and join with them in their loud cries and mourmvg. 
woful complaints, than which nothing can be imagined more 
lugubrious and folemn ; except that to an European^ \fho is 
not ufed to them, they appear too formal and regular to in- 
fpire him with the fame feiitiments of grief. The burying- 
places of the grandees have commonly feveral fnch halls or 
apartments reared up, in which many of the near relations 
will flay a month or two, to repeat their mournful ceremo¬ 
nies every day with the fons of the deceafed. They are not 
contenteil to celebrate their annual obfcqnies at their tombs ; 
but every family hath a hall, which is called the hall of the Ualloftl't 
antcllors, at which all the feveral br.unches of the family are amejUn, 
obliged to repair on certain times in the year. Thefe 
branches, which in fomc families have fometimes amounted to 
between 80 and 90, or to 7000 or 8000 perlons, meet at tli# 
ceremony promifeuouny, no diftin^fioii bciiig then made be¬ 
tween a great mandarin and a mean mechanic; and, if any 
preference Is ginn, it is to the oldeff, whether rich or poor. 

Only the richer fort commonly prepare a fnmptnous entertain¬ 
ment, to which the whole family is invited as f»x>n as the cere¬ 
mony is ended. 

One thingbiore we may ohferve under this head of filial 
doty to the deceafed : that many of the Chinefc will not let 
the-dead corpfe be carried out at the common doors, left their 
grief ftiould be renewed every time theypafled through it, but 
caiife a new one to be made for that purpofe, which is imme¬ 
diately clofed up after the funeral is over. 


When 
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Mourning WHEt? an emperor dies, the whole empire goes into aiaarn- 

for an m- ing, and the fame refpedl; is paid to his mother or grand* 
petvr. mother. When the mother of the late Kang-hi died, a deep 
and univerfal monrning was obferved iifty whole days, during 
which all the tribunals were fhut up, and no kind of Aate^ifairs 
mentioned to the emperor. The mandarins fpent the whole 
time at the ’palace, and in all outward expreilions of grief; 
and feveral of them pafled whole nights in the open air, tho’ 
then very cold; and eiren the emperor’s fens flept in the pa- 
T/Sa fune- l^ce without pulling off their clothes. All the mandarins, 
ral of clad in white, and ftripped of their red ornaments, which co- 
Kang-hi’/ lour is then forbidden, went on horfeback, with a very fmall 
mother, retinue, to pay their mournful refp&fts before hey image, 
three days fucceflively; after which, the cOrpfe was carried 
with fuitable pomp to the place where it was to lie in flate (P). 
This was a {lately palace out of the city, and all built of new 
mats, with courts, haUs, and other apartments, for the corpfe 
to remain in, till it was thence conveyed to the imperial bury- 
ing-place ‘. 

Eduratien This extraor^nary regard for their deceafed parents is not 
of children. owing to the laws which give the living ones fo great 

an authority over their children, but likewife to their excel- 
Parents lent way of educating them; for even here the laws have- 
funijhed taken fiich care to oblige them to it, undei* fevere penalties, 
for negleS that if any of them happens to commit feme crime, or great 
of it. mifdemeanour, and abfeonds liimfelf from puni/bment, the 
father is commonly made to bear it for him, at leaft for not 
having done his duty towards him. There are feveral excellent 
treatifes like\rife written on the fubjefl of education, by feme 

* Dehoc ritu, vid. Kercher China Illuftrata, Martini Hift. 
Sineof. Ls Comfte, Careri, Du Halde, & al. 


(P) We are told, however, 
that the emperor would not fol¬ 
low what he mifcalled the Chi^ 
nefi fuperlUtion of cauiing new 
ates to be broke open, but or- 
ered the corpfe to be carried 
through the public ones of the 
palace. He (hewed the fame 
contempt for fome of the an- 
tient culloms of his own nation, 
particularly with refpefl to four 
young ladies Who had waited 
on his mother, and bad taken 


their attire, and prepared them- 
felves, according to the ufage of 
the Tartars^ to accompany her 
into the other world, by facriiice- 
ing their lives before ner corpfe, 
which that monarch would not 
fufFer them to do. He likewife 
aboliflied another cuftom, till 
then in ufe among them, of 
burning rich furniture, and even 
the domeflics of great men, 
with their bodies on the funeral 
pile (s 61 . 


cf 


( 56 ) VU. Du IlolJty & el, uilfuf. 
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of their learned doftors, wth proper direftions to parents and 
fchoolmafters how to bring them up in the moft effcftual man* 
ner in the love of virtue, and averfion to vice, which, they 
fay, ought to be the chief objefl of all their care; and, next 
to that, to train them up to learning, if capable of it, or to 
induftry in fome other calling; in doing which, jhofe doftors 
advife the ufe of mild and gentle means, preferably to lharp 
and fcvere ones, conlidering that youth is averfe to conllraint, 
and eaiily difcouraged by roughnefs. Inftruftions and repri* 
mands, they fay, (hould come like vernal winds and r^insj 
which gently promote the growth of plants; and not like 
hafty Ihowers or ftorms, which root them up, or wafh them 
away. They have likcwife old ftory-books, fome in profe, 
others in verfe, but in a lingular ftyle, fit for children, and 
written in commendation of virtue, obedience to parents, ho- 
nefty, induftry, The education of the boys, as well as Wives 
of the girls, is intrufted to the wife, till the former are fit to have the 
be fent to fchool, and the latter come to be married : but all^«^^ *f 
this, however, under the eye and diredlion of the father, 
who commonly referves to himfelf the power of ufing feve- 
rity, when other milder exhortations and encouragements 
prove inefFeftual ; and, after the father’s death, the eldeft 
ion takes the authority over as many of the family as are 
ftill unmarried. And as, among thofe of the middle and 
lower rank, there will happen now-and-then fome wrang- 
lings and quarrels, through the indulgence or indolence 
of the mafter of the family, the magiftrates are obliged to 
look carefully to the good order and oeconomy of it; and, 
in cafe of negleft, are themfelves liable to be punilhed, as 
well as the offenders within-doors { 

The Chinefe are generally very grave, formal, and cere- Cerernsnies 
monious, with each other, as well as towards ftrangers. Thtir itfedj and 
falutation to an equal is by laying one hand to the bread, ma iner of 
and bowing the head; to a fuperior, or more venerable 
fon, they lay both hands to the breaft, and bow the* whole 
body as low as they can ; and, to a mandarin, they fall down 
on their knees, and touch the ground with their forehead. In 
faluting a fuperior either in lus own honfe, or in any otlier 
• 

(Q_) Thus we arc told of a the quarrel, made a report of it 
mandarin, who, going through to the emperor, who ordered the 
a ftreet, heard a mother-in-law fon and daughter-in law to be 
crying out, and curling her fon chaftifed, his ^ther to lofe his 
and daughter-in-law; and, hav- head, and the xnagiftrate his 
inz inquired into the occalion of place (57!. 


(%•]) Caitri, at. 
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place, the perfon bends one knee to him, and continues in 
that pofture till he takes him up by the hand, which h com- 
monly done immediately. But it is unufual and uncivil to 
falute a magiftrate in public, unlefs one be fummoned before,, 
or have fome particular application to make to, him. The 
reft, it feems, muft only ftand with their arms acrofs, and 
their eyes fked to the ground; for it is an affront to look 
ji, their them in the face. In their vifits they ufe a great deal of cere- 
mony in their geftures, though they are very laconic in their 
compliments. They are no lefs curious in feating their vifiters 
Humble according to their fevcral ranks; and in the ftyle in which 
Jiyle in they receive the honour of the vifit, never fpeaking in the 
jjteaking firft perfon, I, or me, but Your fervant; and, to a perfon of 
theirfu^e- diftiuftion, Your humble, poor, or unworthy flave; and, in- 
ftead of Tm to the perfon they fpeak to, they fay My lord ; 
as, Let my lord permit his humble fervant to^ &c.; Let my 
lord accept of fuch a thing from his fervant, or poor flave. If 
a prefent be the produft of his {>wn native place or province, 
and the country be e\ cr fo celebrated lor it, us fome of them 
are for their manufafturcs, others for their fruits, drr. the 
ftylL muft ftill run in the fame ftrain with relation to that; a*s. 
Let my lord permit his fervant to offer him fuch a thing, ivbieh 
his poor city or province affords : but if the prefent come from 
the country of the perfon to whom it is preferitcJ, tlien it 
muft be, for which your noble city, or prozHure, is fo jnjily 
Mullers, f^^td. The fame humble ftyle is obferved between the feho- 
lars and their mafters, to whom they never ufe the words I or 
you, but Your fervant, or Your Scholar, did fo, or read fo ; 
and, Our mafter or doflor fays or ordered, zyc. Now, tho’ 
this way of fpeaking may appear to fome of our readers extra- 
Stillift gtiuiiU'e, yet, to thofe who are ever fo little 

among anticnt eaftcni langnage.s, it will ap])ear 

qtiite natural and uniform with them, and to be the very 
iiensi fame as is ftill in life amongft moft of the eaftern nations at 
this time; fo that it Would be not only uncouth and abfurd, 
but to a great degree uncivil and affronting, to exprefs one’s 
and fome of any other. Nay, the fame method of fpeaking is ftill in 

the E uro- fome degree preferved by the politer part among feveral European 
peans. nations, particularly the Spaniards and Germans. To which 
we may add, that it is the very ftyle of the aYitient patriarchs, 
and of all the Hebrews before the captiviiy of Babylon, and 
even lince, till they came to corrupt it by adopting the idioms 
of the Greeks and Romans ; and how much ancl juftly that 
(lyle is admired by all the learned for its Humility and fimpli- 

^ Martini, Lr Compte, Du IIai-de, & a1. fup. citat.. 
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city, we have formerly ihewn in the antient hiilory of the 
Jrois *, 

The ChinefcztQ nolefs formal in their vifits, whether be¬ 
tween inferiors and fuperiors, difciples and mafters, which arc 
indifpenfable at particular feafons, or between relations and 
friends (R); and as tea is the common liquor t\^Chmefe treat 

their 

* See Univ. Hill vol. Hi. p. 207, 8c feq. 

^R) It is among them a ftated fited comes to receive him. Here 
rule not to vifit any perfon with- the formalities begin, which are 
out fending a Tye t/e, or vifitlng to be fuited to the rank of both 
bill, by the porter, to the per- perfons, and as they are fet 
fon. This Tye-t/e is commonly down in the Chinefe ceremonial, 
a iheetof red paper, (lightly cm- where one finds the number of 
belliflied with flowers of gold, bows that mufi be made, the 
and folded up like a Ikreen ; on titles to be given, the mutual 
one of whofe folds is written genuflexions, the feveral turns 
the perfon’s name, with fome to be made either to the right 
refpedlful addition, according to or left (for the place of honour 
tlie perfon to be vilited. They is different in different places), 
write, for inffance, 'The tender the filent geftures by which the 
and jlncerefriend of your lordfjip, matter of the hoafe invites his 
and the perpetual difciple of your vifiter at the hall-door, and fays 
daSrinCy prefents himfclf in that only the words tfin^ Go in, 
quality to pay his duty and his ho- go in ; to which the other is to 
mage to you down to the ground, anfwer, Pu-can, I dare not; the 
Jf the vifited be a familiar ac- falutation which the former 
quaintance, the ftyle abates makes to the chair on which the 
fomewhat of that humble ttrain, latter is to be feated, which he 
and a white paper will ferve ; mutt alfo duff with a blew or 
and the fame fort mull be fent two of his long fleeve, or with 
in if the perfon Ij in mourning the (kite of his garment. 

{58). As foon as the parties are 

If the vifit be made from a feated, the vifiter, in a moft 
perfon ofdiftindtion to another, grave and*fuccindl manner, is to 
and the latter have not time or declare the occafion of his corn- 
inclination to receive it, he fends ing; to which the other, after a 
him a civil meflage by a fervant, certain number of bows, gives 
figiiifying, that he need not give an anfwer. Care mutt jbe taken 
himfclf the trouble to alight; to fit upright in the chair, and 
and then it is etfeemed as a real not loll on either fide, or lean 
vifit, and is accordingly repaid, againft the back. The feet 
either on the next, or in few days mutt be placed exadlly even, the 
after. If the vifit be received, legs upright, and the hand's mutt 
the vifiter is permitted to pafs belaid on each knee. The eye 
through the two firft courts, and niul't not be permitted to ftare 
as far as the hall, where the vi- about, but be fixed towards the 

Du tijliic, uf‘i fup. p, rgG, 
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thek viiiters they are no lefs Geremonious and nice In 
the manna of f refenting, receiving, and retunung, the cnp $ 
every difh that is thus drank being attended with the fame 
bovoiii^ and cringing, compliments and thanks, even though 
the cup is comiafumly tender^ by a fcrvant. The (bne are 
obferved when the vifited treats his vifiter with a pipe of to¬ 
bacco *, thofe*that are ufed in the reception and difmUIion 
would appear ibll more troublefome and irkfome to our Euro^ 
feanSt there bdng lb much formality ufed on both fidcs at 
every door they go in or out at, at their fitting and rifing, as 
If the ceremonial paflfed with us between fome great ambaf- 
iador and the firfi minifier of fiate: and yet the Chinefe will 
by no means difpenle with them, unlefs it be on ordinary 
vifits between familiar friends or near relations, and even in 
thefe we (hould think, them rather too punflilious ; but in 
formal vifits, efpecially among the great, the leaf!: omiifion 
on either fide would be looked upon and refented as an affront 
to the other; and on this account they make it a part of 
their education and iludy; and there are books printed among 
them, which fettle all thofe points of civility in fo clear and 
eafy io. order, according to every rank, that none can well be 
ignorant of them. As for ftrangers, though the fame exaft- 
Efefs be not abfolutely required from them, yet the nearer they 


ground. After a very ihortcon- 
vcrfation, a fcrvant comes, and 
brings as many difiies of tea as 
there are perfons ; which muft 
be taken, drank out, and. re¬ 
turned, with the ftated formality 
of bowing and cringing, The 
converfation being over, the vi- 
ficeror vifiters, and vifited, have 
again a number of bows and ce* 
remonies to interchange, till the 
former come to their chairs, 
where they are renewed, till 
each perfcm is got into his; and 
then a few more mutual bows 
paft, till the porters have got the 
chair on their ihoulders, and 
then a general adieu concludes 
the ceremony. 

Thofe that pafs between the 
fuperiors and inferiors of qua- 

(s^) Du Ualdtf ubi (uf, f, 296. 
eitjf. 


lity, as between a mandarin, Jt 
kolaw, or a prince of the blo^, 
are ftill more clogged with punc> 
tilios and formalities, and much 
more Hill thole which arc ob¬ 
ferved between a foreign am- 
baflador and the imperial mini- 
fters; but we have- dwelt long 
enough on that fubjed (58). 
Only one thing we muft not for¬ 
get to obferve, that the C&ine/e, 
like other eallern nations, are 
fo far from uncovering their 
heads in token of refpefl, that it 
is looked upon as an affront for 
any to Hand bareheaded before 
their betters; and it was on this 
account that the miffonaries 
were difpenCedby the popefiom 
uncovering the head in their 
churches (59,'. 

{■59 j IJrm ibid. Sf al, fupra 
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•omtf up to it, the better they will be received. Even the Ambajfst" 
foreign ambaffadors are allowed forty days before they appear dorsimgl^ 
in public; during which they procure mailers of ceremonies mafters 
to inftrud them in all the formalities belonging to their cha- ceremt-, 
rafter; and if they Ihould chance to mifs in any of them, for 
want of having been rightly inllrufted, the mailer is liable to 
be feverely punilhed for his negleft by the ^bunal of 
rites, before whom they are obliged to perform and go thro’ 
every part of that tedious exercife, not once nor twice, but 
till the members of that court pronounce them peircft in 


every one of them. 

Even thofe of the middle, or even lower rank, tie them- Reception 
felves to fuch formalities as we Ihould think not only ufelefs, ftrm- 
but ridiculous and troublefome. Thus, for inllance, when a ^ 

perfon hath, been viliting, or entertained at a houfe, and is " 

ready to mount his horfe, in order to go home, the yery cere- . 

mony of parting will take up near half an hour. The mailer ’ 

of the houfe comes out to fee him on horfeback; whilll he. 


on his fide, protefts that he will rather fee the world turned 
upfide down, than mount before him ; at length, with much 
intreating and proteftations on both fides, the mailer retires 
out of fight till his guell is mounted, and then appears again, 
and wiflies him well home. This produces a frelh volley of 
compliments on both fides ; the one will not go into his doors 
till he is got quite out of fight ; and the other vows he will 
not move one Hep till he hath feen him in his houfe. He 
complies again to his gucll, and fleps in; and, as foon as 
the other hath moved a few paces, comes out, and halloos a 
frelh adieu after him, which he muft in civility tack about to 
return with frelh bows and cringes; and, if the peflfon live at 
a good dillance from him, he will not let him go very far be¬ 
fore he fends a fervant after him, to wilh him a good journey^ 
with new compliments, and wiflie‘5 of feeing him again foon. 

This latter kind of civilities are moll in vogue among the anting tbt 
mercantile part, who are always moll obfequious and obSging mercantile 
to thofe they get moll by, or can bell cheat or over-reach". 

The Chinefe vary very much in their lhape, air, and com- Tbeir 
plexion ; and it is hardly polfiblc to be otherwife in a country rious 
of fuch vafl extent, and dilTerent climates; fo that it is 
difficult to dillinguilh a fouthern from a northern one, who ; 

live thirty or more degrees afunder; the latter being as fair * 

and finooth as any Europeans, and the former brown and 
fwarthy like the Taugicifnes and Moroccos of Africa ; and. 


™ Martini, Nikuhoff, Carsrl, Le Compti, Du Hai.pe, 
4 al. , n Id. ibid. * 
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wUKrefli^. <0 tb^fe, it muft be farth^obferved, that though 
they geuor^y are iocUaed to the brown and fun-bnmt com- 
pjbsjUoaSr yet there are degrees of it ^ not only as they draw 
nearer to ^ fouthem verge of the empire, but as they are, 
by thdf rank or occupation, more or lefs expofed to the fcorch- 
ing beams a vertical fun : for, even in thofe hot and fultry 
climates, one lhall fee among the gentry, efpecially among 
the female lex, who feldom ftir out, perfons of a good com¬ 
plexion, and not much inferior in clearnefs of fkin to thofe 
who live in the more noithern ones; though the generality trf 
the reft be pretty deeply tanned, efpecially thofe who travel 
much by land or- water, or work at the kilns, and other la¬ 
bours that expofe them to the fun; and who, during the hot 
months, have hardly any covering on their bodies, but a thin 
pair of breeches, like the waiters at our bagnios, or tlie guides 
at the bath 

Corpulent The men are no admirers of a fine flender lhape, but afiefl 
papes. rather a fat kind of corpulency, rather fquat than tall. Their 
faces are moftly broad, their eyes and hair black, beards thin 
and long, their nofes Ihort and flat. If a man be of a middle 
fize, or Ibinewhat above it, have a large forehead, little eyes 
and mouth, flat nofe and long ears, a long beard, fat brawny 
fimbs, prominent belly, and a big voice, he is looked upon as 
a complete handfome man, and fo far fit to be made a manda- 
Wemen rtn or magiftrate. The women are commonly of a middle 
fender. fize, genteelly lhaped, flender and ftrait, but have no tafte 
for a finall waift, and a protuberance of the bre'afts and hips, 
but rather ftudy to carry an udiformity of bulk from the neck 
downwards. They have generally handfome faces; their 
Pale com- nofes are fliort, their eyes black, fmall, well-cut, and in all 
p!txii.ns. likelihood would have a vivid complexion, did they not deem 
it a fign of boldnefs, and ftrive to conceal it by rubbing their 
^ faces with a white kind of powder or paint, to make them 

I^k of a pale and languid, or, as they elleem it, a modeft, 
llfeJhfol hue, though at the expence of their Ikin, which is in 
time much impaired and wrinkled by it p. 

Small feet, BuT their greateft beauty confifts in the fmall nefs of their 

feet, though this is likewife to the great disfigurement of their 
legs, which become thereby fwollen and large, and all of a 
Fery in- bignefs from top to bottom. Neither is that the only damage 
convenient they receive from this artful piece of beauty, which is impolcd 
to them, upon them in their infancy, by binding them fo cloTe from the 
. , time they are born, as to flint their further growth; for they 


^9 Vid. Martini, Le Compti, Careri, Du Halde, & al. 
up. citat. p lid. ibid. 
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plainly appear to feel no fmall conftraint from it, by the flow- 
nefs and uneafinefs of their gait, and their liablenefs to trip; 
fo that they may be faid rather to waddle than walk, and that 
only upon their heel; for their (hoes are made fo, that the 
foie never touches the ground ; which is in fome meafure the 
iame as walking on ftilts, and rauft be as painful to them as 
it is difagreeable to ftrangers. Yet fuch is the power of edu¬ 
cation and ciiftom, that they not only readily fubmit to thofe 
inconveniencies, but contribute to them by the conftant care 
they take of fwathing and pinching, and ftriving to make 
them ftill lefs, merely for the pride they take in fliewing them, 
as they walk, to thole few domeftics and acquaintance .who 
are admitted into their apartment: for we have already ob- Women 
ferved, that they are feldom permitted to ftir out of it, or to clofely 
be feen in it by any but female fervants ; and the apartments ktpt» 
wherein they are immured are generally in the moft retired 
part of the honfe; bur yet, fuch is the common vanity of 
their fex, that they will fpend feveral hours in the morning 
in drelfing and adorning themfelves. 

What might be the rife of this odd cullom can onl5^be 7 heir 
gueiled at, the Chinefe themfelves pretending to be ignorant fettj 
of it, unlefs it were to keep that fex in fubjecfion. But it is ‘whence, 
more likely to have been introduced to keep them more clofely 
confined at home, that, if their modefty could not allay their 
inclination of gadding abroad, the pain and uneafinefs of go¬ 
ing might the more eafily reconcile them to their confine¬ 
ment. 

Their drefs is very decent, comely, and agreeable to the Their 
lingular modefty of their looks. Their head-drels nfually Jre/s mo- 
confifts in feveral curls of the hair interfperfed '^ith here and deft. 
there tufts of gold and filver flowers, or fine feathers, on each 
fide, which fall down beautif ully to their ftioulders. The 
reft is made up behind in a kind of roll, and faftened by a 
bodkin. In the northern provinces they v-ear a gawfe, or 
thin lilk, over their hair ; and in cold weather they wrap up 
their heads in a kind of cornet, or hood. The young ladies Uead or^ 
of quality commonly v/ear a kind of crown made of pafte- nament, 
board, and covered with fome fine filk, the fore-part of which 
rifes in a point above the forehead, and is covered with dia¬ 
monds, pcails, and other rich ornaments. The top of the 
head.is adorned with natural or artificial flowers, intermixed 
with bodkins with jewels at the end : but tliofe w'ho are 
advanced in years feldom wear any thing but a piece of fuper- 
fine filk wound feveral times about their heads ^S) 

(S) Some of the ladies will wiiii the figure of t.Fong njohavg, 
adorn their*heads, we are a fabulous bird, fcrmerlv mtn- 

Moi>, HiiT. Vvfc. ViJI. S 'iiontd. 
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Vefts. Their bodies are covered with a fine vcft, long enough to 
reach to the ground, and tied about the middle with a girdle. 
The elderly women chufe theirs of black, or deep purple; 
but the young ones, of red, blue, or green, according to 
hihg their fancy. Their hands are always conceal^ within their 

Jltevts. wide long fleeves, which would trail on the ground, if they 

did not take care to hold them up; and whatever is offered 
to them, is taken with their hands wrapped up in them. 
They never Ihew their necks or breafts, but conc^ both, ci¬ 
ther by the clofenefs of their veft, or by fome very fhort cloak, 
which is wrapped about the neck and ftioulders. Over the veft 
they wear a loofe gown with very wide fleeves, which would 
likewife drag to the ground, if not held up : fo that, upon 
the whole, their drcfs is not only very decent, but the beft 
contrived to conceal their bodies in the modefteft manner. 
Prefi of That of the men is no lefs fuited to the gravity and mo- 
tbemea. defty they feem to affeft (T). Their heads are covered with 

a kind 


tioned (6o), and made either of 
C^per, or 111ver gilt, as they can 
afford it Its wings are gently 
fpread over the fore-parc of 
their head-drefs, and embrace 
the upper part of'the temples. Its 
long fpre^ing tail makes a fort 
of plume on the top of the head; 
the body is placed over the fore¬ 
head, the neck and beak hanging 
down upon the nofe. The neck 
being joined to the body by a 
fccret hinge, the head eafily 
plays up and down, and vibrates 
at every motion of the head, the 
bird being fixed on it by the 
feet, which are faftened in the 
hair. Some of the firft quality 
ladies will wear an ornament 
made of feveral of thefe birds, 
which, interwoven together, fur- 
round their heads in the form of 
a crown ( 61 

_ (T) They pretend to fuch a 
high''degree of modefty, as to 
condemn our European dre^s, as 
expofingtoo me ch me lineamc nts 

(6o) Stt before, p. «*, 

Cerngfif & aL 


of the body ; whereas they ftrive 
to conceal even their arms, legs, 
and thighs, by their long gowns, 
wide breeches and fleeves, and 
ill-ihaped fiockens, or boots. 
They likewife Teemed much of¬ 
fended at many of our pidures, 
as immodefl, and even thofe 
which we (hould rank amonefl 
the moft modefl; as where me 
drapery is fo nicely difpofed by 
the ikilful artift, as to difeover 
the true fliape Of each limb or 
part. 

But, for all their fpecious pre¬ 
tences, all this modefty is com¬ 
monly fet afide at home, with 
refpeA to the mensdrefs, during 
the hot months; for then they 
feldom wear any thing about 
them but a thin pair of breeches, 
whether matters or fervants i 
and in moft cities, efpecially in 
the fouthern parts, their carmen, 
and other labouring people, and 
more efpecially their waterment 
work naked all the hot weather* 

( 61 ) Du Ilalde, uh'f, j-8a. Li 
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a kind of capj which hardly reaches down to their ears; and 
their faces are fcreened from the fun by a fan, which they 
alWys carry with them. They fliave their heads ail Over, 
except one lock behind, which they either leave to hang down, 
or make up into a roll, and tuck up under their caps or hats; 
thefe are commonly made in the form of a bell. Xhofe they 
wear in fummer are of fine mat, lined with fattin, and ad* 
orned on the outflde with a tuft of red filk, or hair, hanging 
down to the rim, which either covers it all over, or elife 
waves in the wind by its exceilive lightnefs, and appears 
very beautiful at a diflance. The top of the hat hath a large 
button, faflened to it, of amber, cryftal, or fome other fhining 
material, neatly wrought and polifhed. The emperor, princes 
of the blood, mandarins, literati, prieAs, bonzas, dr. have 
their hats differently fhaped and ornamented, according to 
their refpeftive ranks j all which, as well as their different 
forts of dreflcs, it were fuperfluous to defcribe. As for the 
poor people, they go with their heads quite bare, or at beft 
have only a flight fmall cap, not unlike the crown of one of 
our hats, but not half fo deep. • 

The men’s vefts are long enough to reach to the ground, Vefs. 
and fo wide as to fold over the bre^; and are faflened on the 
left fide by four or five buttons of gold, filver, or bafer metal, 
as they can beft afford it. The iTeeves are wide, and long 
enough to come down to the fingers ends; and the fafh, or 
girdle, that ties the garment to the body, is commonly of filk, 
curioufly wrought, and hangs down to the knees. They go 
with their necks bare in fummer; but cover them in cold 
weather either with a fattin cape fewed to the veft, or with a 
tippet of fable, or other fkin, four or five fingers broad. 

Over their veft they wear a fhort loofe.coat or gown of blue, Coatt. 
green, or fome other colour, with lleeves that come down no 
farther than the bending of the arm. When they receive 
vilits, they throw a third loofe raiment over the other two, 
and each of the three are of a different colour. Under them Shirts and 
both men and women wear a kind of fhirt, or rather waift- dranvcrsof 
coat, of white taffety, which wraps over the breaft, and is ^oth fexis. 
tied or laced on the right fide, and with narrow fleeves. 

Both fexes likewife.wear drawers of the fame fine fiik: but, 

or at moft have only a napkin brought thence in as indecent 
tied round their middle. And, and vile attitudes as any that are 
as to piftures and ftatufs, it is done in /to/v; and fome of thefe 
plain they have long fince abated as exaftly imitated as their im- 
much of their boalled modefty, perfeft Ikill in paicting would 
fince we fee many of them permit them to do. 


in 
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in winter, the fturt is of linen, and the breeches are wlderj 
like trowfers, and reach down below the calf of the leg ^and 
thefe laft are made of coarfe fattin quilted with cotton^ or^w 
S&oes and filt. The legs are covered with a kind of boot of thd fame 
ftQcktns. quilted lilk, about half an inch tliick ; and the foot is made 
to go into a flipper. Thefe are commonly of coarfe blue or 
purple fattin, flowered with white, with a very thick foie 
Hitched with packthread, and covered over with a white 
coirfe kind of a Ihagreen filk or cloth, without any heel, and 
with the foot turning up. They wear hanging at their girdles 
a pouch, in which they carry their pipe, which is of brafs, 
their tobacco, handkerchief, and the two flicks they eat with. 
When they travel in bad weather, their caps, upper coats, and 
vefls, are crufled over with a fort of oil, which turns green 
when dry, and defends them from the rain. In winter the 
quality wear rich furs, and the inferior‘fort lamb and other 
ikins, or quilted cotton. Every mandarin hath upon his 
clothes fome emblem of his dignity, embroidered before and 
behind. That of the civil magiflrates is ufually a bird; and 
tlitit of the military mandarins, and officers, either a dragon, 
lion, tyger, or fome fierce creature. All thefe wear alfo 
broad (words hanging on their left fide with the point for¬ 
wards. 

The womens (hoes, the longefl of which among the la¬ 
dies are not much above half a fpan long, arc likewife of filk 
finely embroidered, commonly by thcmfelves, and with a 
round heel about an inch high, and of equal bignefs from 
top to bottomTheir flockens feem (as far w’^e can gather 
from their piftures, and there is hardly any poflibility of 
coming at a nearer examination of the premifes) to be a kind 
of appendage to their drawers, if not of a piece with them, 
and to hang loofe about their legs, down below the ankles, 
where they are gathered up with fome ribbon, below which 
hang about the feet fome four or five inches in breadth of 
the lame filk, like a kind of furbelow, or ruffle of a fhirt- 
lleeve, in order, as may be fiippofed, to hide the protuberant 
deformity of the leg ; and thus much may ferve for the pre- 
Ftrted to feiit drefs of both fexes. It will not be amifs, however, to 
charge obfei ve iindcT this head, that this which we have been de- 
their old feribing aho\ e is not the original drefs of the Chineje^ which 
drehjor been, according to their account, the only one that had 

thii^ been worn by them from the foundation of their monarchy 
to their conqueft by the Tartars ; but father that which the 
conqueror forced them, not without great difficulty, to ex- 

« Mari INI, Le Compte, r^HALDB, & al. fup. citat. 
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fnge for their antient one, in order to enure them the more 
dually to the yoke, by aboiiihiog all diflin^ion of drefs 
his Tartarian fubjefts and them, as will be further 
_ * the fequel. 

J E have dready mentioned their luxury in their feftivals. Their diet 
in which they indulge themfclves in all the variety they can and dain- 
afford. In their common diet they are lefs profufe and^w. 

• nice; and not only eat of all manner of flelh, fifti, and fowl, 
as we do, but even cats, dogs, rats, ferpents, graflioppers, and 
other vermin. Horfe-flelh, however, is one of the dainties 
the moft efteemed; and, next to it, that of dogs; but of 
all of them they eat very fparingly, and commonly boiled 
with a good deal of rice, or forae pot-herbs, and made in¬ 
to broths or foops, after the manner of the French and Spa~ 
niards ; but, like them, they live moflly upon rice, pulfe, 
millet, herbs, roots, and other garden-fluff, and variety 
of fruits in their feafon. The fleli, fowl, or fifh, whether 
boiled, roafled, or broiled, is commonly brought to the 
table ready-feafoned, and carved into fmall bits ; fo that nei¬ 
ther fait, pepper, or other condiments, are feen upon it, 
any more than knives, forks, fpoons, or napkins; they ufing 
only two fmall flicks to feed themfelves with, as hath been 
lately hinted, without touching the meat with their hands. 

They commonly ufe high chairs and tables at their meals, Tables, 
contrary to all other eallern nations, who fit crofs-legged on 
the ground, and either ufe no table but the floor, or at moll 
have them about a foot high from it. At their entertainments 
every guefl hath a neat little japan table fet before him, on 
which are ferved the feveral diflies defigned for him, either in 
bowls of the fame japanned fluff, or of china, or coarfer 
earth, according .to the circiunflances of the perfon who 
gives it. 

The mofl delicious food of all, with which the rich enter- Stags piz-- 
tain their guefls, are, the flags ])i7.7.1es, birds nefls, and bears 
claws, of which the reader may fee an account in the mar- hirds-nefis, 
gin (U). Upon the whole, their cooks are furprifingly expert 

in 


*■ See Palafox Conqueft of China, & al. fupracitat. 

(11) The former of them they gravy of a kid, well-feafoned 
dry in the fun in fummer, and with fpices; and this they efteem 
roll them in pepper and nut- as one of their fineft dilhes. , 
meg ; and, when they arc to be The birds-nefts are fuch as 
drclfed, they foak them in rice- are commonly found on the fides 
water, to make them foft, and of the rocks along the coafts of 
afterwards Jsoil them in tjffi yava,Cochinchina,Ten£-k/»g,Sic, 

S 3 where 
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in the variety of diihes they make of one fort of flefh, 
fowl, pnlfe, grain, ^c. and the variety of colours, taile^^nd 
flavour, they give them ; and the mandarins are no leOj^dll 
of thofe, hot only which are the moft nourilhing to thewjl^ 
but which are the moft apt to create an appetit<^ to venery, 
and a fuitable vigour for procreation* *, on which account they 
cat moft of their difties very hot with fpice. Their bread is 
commonly made of rice; and, though they have plenty of 
wheat in feveral provinces, yet they feldom make any but a 
fort of flat cakes, of a tolerable tafte, and thefe are fome- 
times mixed with particular herbs apt to create an appetite ; 
Corn^ but they ufe little art in grinding their corn or rice, that bc- 
rniils. jng commonly done over a flat ftone placed horizontally, by 
rolling a ftone cylinder over it, which, by its weight, forces 
the grain out of its feveral hulks. This muft be done at fe¬ 
veral times, in order to bring it to its purity and whitenefs. 
The firft throws off its outward flein, which is as coarfe as 
that of our barley ; the next is of a reddifli hue, and is taken 
off in the fame manner, and after a fecond foaking ; and fo 
the third and fourth, which are of a finer and paler colour 
and texture; after which, you have the rice in its perfeftion: 
but the poor people content themfelves with ftripping it of its 
firft, or almoft of its fecond coat. The cakes or loaves they 
make of it are commonly baked either in a kind of Btdneo Ma- 

• Martini, Le Compte, Nieuhoff, Du Halde, &:al. 

where they are built by birds, quitted their nelts, the neigh- 
which, in their plumage, refem- bonring people are very eager 
ble our fwallows, and are fap- to get them down ; and fome- 
pofed to make them with little times load whole barges with 
fifties they catch at fea, and fo them, and fell them at a good 
faften tq the rock by fome vif- price. Thefe nefts refemb^ the 
cous juice which diftils from rind of a large candied citron, 
their backs. They have been in (hape as well as in fize, and, 
alfo obferved to take fome of mixed with other meats, give 
the feum that floats on the fur- them an agreeable relifti. 
face of the fea, and to cement The bears paws, efpecially 
the parts of their nefts, as fwal- the hindmoft ones, which are 
lows do theirs with mud. This efteemed by far the fineft, are 
matter, though white and foft ftripped of their ftcin, and dried 
whilft it is trefh, contrads a with fpice, and fo preferved for 
tranfparcnt folidity, and green- ufe, much in the fame way as 
ifti kind of hue, when dried. As tjie flag’s pizzle (6a). • 
foop as the young ones have i 

(6s) pf 1 : 1 ^ •ffHt Mfrtirif Lt Nitubef, D» H»Ut, if «/. /«*. 
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or eUe in a veflel which contains the fii*e in the centre, 
ils (o great a heat, as to bake them in lefs than a quarter 
’iran 

IB. ufual liquor at thdr meals is tea, which they drink ^ommn 
The common rule is, contrary to ours, to eat cold, and 
to drink hdt; let the weather be ever To fultry, or them- 
fdves ever fo thirfty, they will patiently flay till they can get 
it made boiling hot, before they will drink it. Wine, we Made 
have formerly obferved *, they do not make of grapes, tho’ <ivines; 
they have plenty of them, efpecially in the fouthern provinces, 
and of an excellent kind. This circumftance is commonly 
urged to prove, that JVoa/j, the firft planter of the vine, could 
not be the founder of the Chinefe nation; whereas a more pro¬ 
bable one could hardly be brought for his being fo, and for his 
forbidding die ufe of the juice of the vine, on account of the 
difafter which happened to him on his drinking too plentifully 
of it : but we lhall have occafion to dilcufs that curious 
point in a more proper place. In the mean time, though the made of 
Chinefe have been all along very ftridf in their forbearance from r/rr, car*:, 
the juice of the grape, till their late conqueft by the Tartars^ 
they had, from time immemorial, fubftituted to it other "li¬ 
quors, equally llrong, intoxicating, and pernicious, both 
brewed and diftilled, either from rice, wheat, and other grain, 
or exprclTed from feveral kinds of fruits, or made of the liquor 
which dillils from the palm, and other fuch trees, when 
tapped at a proper feafon; all which they have always in¬ 
dulged themfelves in the free ufe of, efpecially the two for¬ 
mer ; which encourages fuch a vaft confumption of thofe two 
kinds of grain, that it is juftly looked upon as the chief caufe 
of thofe dreadful dearths and famines which fo frequenty hap¬ 
pen in the empire. There are indeed fome fevere laws againid fix vefl 
the brewing and diftilling of corn and rice, beyond a ftated confun^ 
quantity in every diftrift, which, if duly executed, would 
effeftually prevent their immoderate and deftrudtive confump- 
tion ; but the mandarins, and thofe under them, bribed partly 
by the diftillers, and induced partly by their fondnefs for thofe 
liquors, readily wink at it, and fuffbr that complicated abule 
to fpread ftill farther its pernicious effefts (W). 

Thosjb 


* SceUniv. Hid. vol. xx. p. 1x3, & (A). 

(W) This enormous confum- fure of their daily bread, even 
ption of corn and rice*by brew- in time of plenty, and ftarves fo 
ers and diftillers, which deprives many myriads to death in time 
the labouring fort in fome mea- of fcarcity, is attended with fis- 

- S 4 veral 
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J>ifxilled Those liquors, which are made of rice in particular, 

liquors, in the f»rcateft vogue, and are faid to grow ftronger by 
and to keep good above 20 years. , Thefe are In great 
among the grandees, efpeciallythofe which come from foriO^- 
ticular parts of the empire > fuch as that which is made at 

veral other deftraftive effefts, ealily inflammable, the blaze of 
which chiefly afFe6t the rich and the fpirituous liquor is apt to 
weaUiiy, and in fome fore doa> get up to the cieling, or take 
bly retaliates upon them the niif hold of the curtains, and fet the 
fortunes which they occaflon whole place on fire before they 
among the poor. are aware of it; the flame of 

We are told by a conflderable which foon communicates itfelf 
eye-witnei's, that the Chin fe to the reft of the houfe, and 
have contrafted ^how long is not thence frequently to a great part 
eafy to guefs) Inch a pernicious of the city ; fo that fome hun> 
fondnefs for thofe liquors which dreds, and fometimes thoufands, 
are diftilied from rice, and other of houfes, are reduced to alhes, 
grain, that from the higheft before it can be quenched *. 
mandarins down to the wealthy As for the rice of which their 
merchants and tradefmen, they wine is made, though it be dif- 
fcld)m fail of indulging them- ferent from that which is com- 
felvcs in a large dofeofit, juft monly eaten, and of a coarfer 
before they go to bed, by way nature, it is ncverthelefs in great 
of opiate ; and, what is ftill requeft, on account of the liquor 
worfe, that few of them drink it drawn from it. 
before they have previoofly fet This is done by feveral y/ays, 
it on fire, and burnt it fo long every country or city having its 
as to make it as warm as they own peculiar method ; but the 
can pofiibly get it down; by moft common is, by foaking the 
which means their throat, or rice in good foft and frefti water 
oefophagus, becomes in time fo (or, where that cannot be got, 
contrafted, that they can fwal- by corredting it with fome other 
low nothing either liquid or fo- ingredients), about 20 or 30 
lid, bu' pine and die for want days, and afterwards bulling it 
of nourilhiiient ; a misfortune till it be diffolved; upon which 
which our author afl'ures us f it will appear covered with a 
frequently happens amongft light froth, like that'of our new 
them. Another difafter which wines, occafioncd by the fer- 
thefe private night doles often tr.cnt of the liquor benca^ it. 
occafion, is, that the perfons Thiblaft they pour otf"cleat into 
who take them being generally veffels well glazed ; and of the 
fatigii.i; with the bufinefi of the lees that remain, they draw off 
day, and the chamb..is in which a fpirit not unlike our brandy, 
they fleep iunlt very low, and or rather ftronger, and more ea- 
tbe fuiniiure very light, and fily feton fire (63). 

+ "Dr h;t, •vui. rar.-tiin, in Lettr. etf'f’ntU vs/, xxiv. f- 65-—8a, fit jit#- 
• /</, ibid, fi.il j (s’ Af. vid. (ftj) H^JSsJde, vet. i. 

p. 30s. 
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in ^ j^oviflco of Kyang-nm, and owes its excdlence 
X goodn^it th^ water; and that of the city of Shau- 
^whick is efteemed ftill much whdefomer, and is mofHy 
court. Some other ftrong liquors they likewifc make 
omillation, fuch as we have hinted at in the laft note; and 
fome others, which the reader may find in the next (X). 

The only two liquors, which we find mentioned by our Hock- 
fcamen, as moft to their ta!fte (for, as to tea, they ufually leave 
that fort of beverage to the natives), are what they ftyle the Sam-lhuc 
Hock-Jbue and Sam-Jbue. The former of thefe is of a deep- 
brown colour, but very clear and ftrong, faid to be brewed 
from wheat, and taftes more like mum than beer. The other 
is faid to be diftilled from rice, and is either of a pale or red-, 
difti hue, and is by feveral travellers called wine. But nei¬ 
ther of thefe, for aught appears, are ufed any-where but on 
the coafts and fea-port towns, no mention being made of any 
fuch being drank in the inland parts. 

CHIN Ay as we have already hinted in the geography of fine roads 
it, is for the moft part the fineft country in the world for fortravA- 
travelling; the roads being of a fpacious breadth, that is, ling and 
between 20 and 30 yards wide, and reaching from ontf end commerce. 
of the empire to the other ; the mountainous parts being ci¬ 
ther levelled, lowered, or cut through, or having large gal¬ 
leries along their fteep declivity, built of timber, dreadful 
indeed toftrangers to go over *; but fo familiar to the natives, 
that they ride over them without any fear ; and others, laftJy, 
having ftrong and ftately bridges, built from one mountain 
to another, fome of which we have elfewhere deferibed. To 

* Vid. int. al. pag. 78. 

(X) They diftil, we are told, ed (64}; and we may conclude 
a ftrong fort of fpirit from mut- this head with obferving, that 
ton-fleih, which the late empe- intoxicating liquors are com- 
ror Kang bi drank fometimes; monly ufed by the Chimfe and 
but this is drank by few except Tartars, though not in fuch 
the lartarsy on account of its quantities, and deftruftive va- 
ftrong and difagrceable tafte, riety, as they are among us; 
and intoxicating quality. and much lefs by thofe of the 

Some other liquors are made female fex, who feldom tafte any 
in different provinces, both by thing ftronger than tea, unlefs 
brewing and diftillation, which in fome particular difeafes, in 
it were needlefs to particularize, which they are indulged with 
We have mentioned one fort of fome fort of cord;als,made fo ra¬ 
the latter, with which his Excel- ther by fpiccs and warm drugs, 
lency Mr. Ixbran^ Ides, ambaf- than by any brewed or diftilled 
fador from Mu/covy, was treat- liquors (65). 

^64^ See bejert, f, j6z, fitbjj^i, (D), (i^J Fid. euli.fup, citat. 

thefe 



thefe if we add the furpriAng contiguity of theuT' cities, wa^. 
towns, efpecially along the high roads; fo that one is ji& 
Iboner got out of one, but one comes within Aght, i&j^' 
into the very fuburbs, of another ; the great nomb fe|^f 
their navigable rivers, and the inAnite multitude of 
canals fmr water-carriage, and continual bridges over them for 
thofe who ride, or travel on foot; the wooden towers about. 
30 feet high, and at the diAance of a mile and half from 
each other, upon,which are written, in large characters, the 
names of the towns to which the roads lead, and their di- 
ftances A-om each other, as exaCtly meafured at the public 
charge; the forts, or redoubts of earth, caft up at proper 
diftances, and guarded either by the foldiery or militia, to 
keep as much as poAible the roads clear from robbers, to 
forward the difpatches font by the government, and to exa¬ 
mine with utmoft care every traveller that goes by (Y) ; and, 
laftly, the vaft crouds of people that frequent, or rather 
‘croud, thofe roads; it muft be granted, that no country on 
the whole globe hath made better and more eifeChial provi- 
Aon for the eafe and fecurity of travelling and commerce, as 
well .as for the delight of all that are concerned in either. 
Their way of travelling is various, according to the dif- 
. ferent provinces, and the various buAneflTes of people. In 
general they ufe horfes, mules, camels, and, in fome coun¬ 
tries, buffaloes; and the poorer fort afles, either for riding or 


(Y) Thefe forts, which are 
Atuate on eminences,and feen at 
a great diftance, by the imperial 
flag fet up on the top, are gar- 
rifoned by a certain number ei¬ 
ther of the militia, or of regular 
troops, under fome proper offi¬ 
cers ; and thefe are not only to 
prevent any robberies being 
committed on the highway, by 
patroling about the length of 
their limits, or any other difor- 
ders happening Aom the vaft 
multitudes of travellers and car¬ 
riages, but to flop and examine 
every one that goes armed, ex¬ 
cept they produce a pafs and 
licence for it } fo that the utmoft 
care and caution is every-where 

(66) See ie/iiVf p, 12, Sf 
KitubaJ^^ «/. jup, citat. 


taken to keep the roads fafe and 
free, and the traffick from one 
part of the empire to the other 
eafy and uninterrupted : and ^ 
hence it is that there are fo few 
robberies committed any-where, 
except in the woody and moun¬ 
tainous parts, where they go in 
large gangs, notwithftanding the 
great multitudes of neceflitous 
people that fwarm every-where 
(66), and the rich booties that 
are always to be met with on 
the roads : but this laft may be 
one main reafoa of it, they be¬ 
ing fo continually thronged with 
travellers, that it would be very 
difficult to meet with an oppor-* 
tunity of robbing them (67). 

( 67 ) Ma^ailianf Martini, Careri, 

caVrii^e; 
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: buc in the inland pares they employ deket-por^ GmA ear- 
their goods from city to city, which they do by rifdfy 
two to a burden; or, if too heavy for two, they will 
Iwo more ; and thefe carry it with two poles on their 
hioulders, with fuch furprifing quicknefs, that moft of them 
wjll travel with their load at the rate of five miles an hour. 

“^hefe are numerous in every city; and have a’ matter over 
them, who is anfwerable for them; and who, being y>plied 
to by the merchants, dittributes their feveral loads among 
them : he gives them at the fame time a ticket, which they 
mutt deliver up, with the goods, to the proper perfons, at 
their journey’s end, and bring another from them to him. 

Thefe are chiefly employed for the carriage of goods which may 
be damaged by being conveyed in waggons or barges, or 
where thefe cannot be had; and fometimes for expedition, 
they ridding double the ground that any waggons can do. 

In travelling, the richer fort have their coaches and cha- Coaches 
riots, tho’ we are not told of what kind thefe laft are; and 
may be only calalhes, or chaifes with two wheels, fuch as are 
ill ufe among the Tartars ; and litters for the fick, carried 
either by lutty fellows, or, which is more common, by mules 
or camels. The Tartars here ufually ride on horfeback, in 
towns, as well as on the roads, and are generally good horfe- 
men: their faddles are much like thofe in ufe among the 
Turks ; and, like them, they ride very ftiort, and with their 
knees almott as high as the top of the faddle; fo that, upon 
any rencounter either with an enemy or robber, they raife 
ihemfelves quite upright upon their ftirrups, to give the 
greater force to the intended blow. The quality, both Chi- The rich 
■nefe and Tartars^ chufe to travel in the night all the fummer, travel hj 
not only for the conveniency of the coolnefs, but in feveral **^i?^^* 
parts to be free from the tygers, and other wild beafts, which 
they keep off by lighted torches, and other artificial fires, they 
carry with them; and which are fo contrived, that neither, 
wind nor rain can put them out, but will rather make them 
burn the fiercer. But when they travel with a great retinue, 
and well armed, as the mandarins commonly do, that precau¬ 
tion becomes needlefs, 

The^e, as hath been formerly obferved y, have their inns 
at proper diftances, for their reception and cohveniency, and 
kept at the charge of the government. But It is far other- Bad insn, 
wife with other travellers; for though the common inns be in 
great plenty in alt the high roads, yet they meet but with 
meshed accommodations in them, unlefs they bring them 


along 
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along with them (YY); and this is one of the two main 
coBveniencics of travelHng m China: the other is, the pro<o 
g^ous dufllnefs of the roads, which, though kept in tha d^ 
order imaginable, yet in dry weather, efpecially whe ^ R' 
wind blows hard, fuch clouds of duft are ralfed, as quite dareSTf' 
the Iky, and ftifle the travellers. Nor is this to be wondered 
at, confidering the vaft and coiiftant crouds of people, horfcs^ 
waggons, be, which are continually paffing backwards and 
forwards; fb that they are obliged, at thofe dry fcafons, to 
go with their faces covered with a thin veil, and with g^fles 
before their eyes, to prevent being ftifled or blinded by’ the 
clouds of light duft, through which they muft make their 
way. In other refpe^ls, a man cannot wifli for a better coun¬ 
try to travel in, either for fpeed, fafety, convenience, or de¬ 
light *. 

But what adds ftill more to the pleafure of it, is the vaft 
and almoft conftant variety of curious objefts, with which the 
eye is delightfully entertained almoft all the way; and this 
naturally brings us to the two laft things with which we were 
to conclude this feftion, viz. the natural and artificial rari- 

* Vid. Navaretta, Martini,Kercher, & al. fup citat. 


(YY) The generality of thofe 
public inn;, except here and 
there one upon the great roads, 
are wretchedly built, and worfe 
furnithed. They are common¬ 
ly of mud, without pavement or 
boards; and thofe who do not 
bring their bedding with them, 
mull take up with a matt, and 
lie in their own clothes : but 
the poorer fort of travellers are 
fo uied to thib way of accommo¬ 
dation, that they will lie quite 
Raked on them, wrapped about 
only with a ftngle coverlid lined 
with linen. The greatelt part 
of their inns are fo ill covered, 
that one may fee the light thro’ 
the thatch and rafters, and per¬ 
haps feel the rain or fnow thro’ 
them. 

Their provifions arenot much 
better; and it is a chance if a 


traveller can get a bit of meat 
or fifti to cat, or any tolerable 
liquor to drink, excepting in 
fome places, where one meets 
with wild fowl or lifli very cheap; 
but even there you muft take up 
perhaps with their way of drei- 
ling it, which may prove as dif- 
agrecable. The inns in the 
great cities are fomewhat better, 
being built with brick, and 
large and handfome, ^nd com¬ 
monly afford better provifions 
and conveniencies. In the north¬ 
ern provinces one meets with 
what they call Kanjii., which axe 
large alcove” of brick, built the 
w'hole length of the room, with 
fioves underneath, and matts 
made of reeds on the top, 
whereon a man may lay his bed 
if he hath one (68). 


(68) Mi?pulari, Mirtinif Carerif Nlcul'tff, Q a!, fuf, cittU, vid. Du 
llcldtf uhi p, 26 j, 
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of the cotmtry. Of the fic/l fort we have already men- 
* fcvcral, as they came in courfe, either in the geography, 
tural hiftory. 

rosE of the moil remarkable kind, not yet taken notice Natural 
of, are, i. Their volcanos, many of which are not inferior, rarities^ 
either in the height of the mountains out of which they iflue, ^ ^Uanos. 
we dreadfulrefs of their flames and fmoak, and the torrents of 
fulphur, and other minerals, which they vomit up, to thofe 
famous ones of Italy we have formerly fpoken of*, or thofe in 
America^ of which an account will be given in its proper 
place. 2. The great number of cataradbs and cafeades, of an Qitara^. 
extraordinary height and breadth, and no lefs dreadful and 
loud, particularly that near the city of Hoai-gan, or Ifoay- 
min-gham, in the province of Kyang-nan, which falls into the 
canal of that city, near the river Hoayy with fuch violence, 
that it is with great labour and coft that they prevent its 
dreadful eflefls 

There are many fuch catarafts in other rivers, particu- Rcmarha- 
Jarly in the Whang-ho^ or Telloiv River, formerly mentioned, risers, 
and fo called from its extraordinary rapidity, and ths vaft 
quantity of mud it fweeps along with it le Cnrnptc tells us 
of another, which is always red like blood, probably from 
much the fame reafon; and of a third, in the province of 
Se-ckwen, which hath a furprifing luftre in the night feafon, 
occafioned by the vaft numlser of precious ftones that glitter 
through its waves, and for w'hich the natives give it the name 
of the Pearl River. We read of a fourth near Fo-yning, which 
turns blue in harveft, at which time the inhabitants on each 
fide arc ufed to dye that colour; and of a fifth, near Pan- 
gauy whofe waters are too light to bear up any timber j of a 
fixth, near Ching-tyen, affirmed to be fwcer-feented; of a 
feventh in the province of Fo-kyen, whofe waters are of a 
grecnifti hue, and arc faid to turn iron into copper. We omit 
mentioning feveral others, remarkable for feme medicinal or 
other viitues, which we have no room to dwell upon ; but 
the moft furprifing of all is, that which rifes yearly on the 
18th day of the eighth month, with fuch a prodigious high 
tide, before the city of Hang-chciu, that multitudes of peo¬ 
ple flock thither from all parts to behold that furprifing phm- 
homenon, which, neither theirs, nor any of onr philosophers, 
could ever yet account for. We niight add fome others, 
which are no lefs famed for their gold land, particularly one 
which on that acAinnt is ftyled the Golden River f. 

* See before, Univ. Hill. vol. vi. p. j\cz. vii. 656. & al. pafl 
^ Martin 1 Atla£ Sinen. i Id. ibid. KERcuhR, Le Comp j e, 

& al. • y*** 
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They have likewife extraordinary fprings and fiauw 
Tome of which ebb and flow; others rife, fome hot and 
Cold, at a (mail diftance from each other. Nieuhaf 
a ftrange one near the city of Jung-chan^ which iffu' 
two branches out of a ftone cut into the. refemblance of a 
man’s hofe, one of the noftrils of which throws out hbtj^ 
and the other cold water. Some others, ftiU more furprifii^, 
the reader may fee in tlie margin (Z), for which we have not 
quite fo good an authority. They likewife abound with mi- 
m'tneral ncral and medicinal fprings, either for drinking or bathing; and 
J^rings^ fome of them fo intenfely hot, that the people can boil their 

victuals in a land of Balneo Maria in them, in a very little 
and other time. Some other forts of water are noted for petrifying 
nvaterSf every thing that is thrown into them, particularly thofe of a 
grange Jake, or river, in the ifland of Hay-nan^ which will petrify 
laieit Sec. lobfters, drc. and fpoken of in a former feftion 

Other lakes arc faid to turn copper into, or at leaft give it the 
ref^blance of, iron. Some others which will bring on ftorms 
of rain and thunder, upon the flinging a ftone, or any heavy 
thing, into them; particularly a famed one faid to be in the 
bowels of a prodigious high mountain, full of deep and 
dreadful caverns, and into which if a ftone be caft, it will 
pve a loud roaring report, like a great clap of thunder, and 
imfe a thick mift, which in a Utde time will diffolve itfelf 
into water again. Thefe, and many more of the like na> 
ture, which fome of our miflionaries have in all probability 
taken from the Chinefe books, not altogether to be relied on, 

* Xercher, Martini. Vid. & Du Halde, vol. i. p. 118. 

(Z) Of this nature is thi.t mention is that in the city of 
which the Chinefe tell you is to ,Kyng-chengt in the province of 
be fcen at Kan-toxt and is Shen-Ju which is no lefs furpri- 
looked upon Iw them as mira- fing, it being about five feet in 
colons; and, ifwhat they fay of depth, and the water on the top 
it be true, is litde lefs than fuch, cold ; but at the bottom fo hot, 
it being affirmed to caft out of that it fcalds any thing that 
the fame opening hot and cold reaches it (69). Thefe, and 
water,which afterwards feparate many other fuch, being rather 
from each other. Much of the taken from the^C^/«C/^ books, 
fame wonderful nature is that in than attefted by nny European 
the province of half eye-witnefles, ftiall fuffice * 

of wlmfe waters run clear, and fample of the natives fondnefs 
the omer muddy; and, if mixed for fuch kind ef preternatural 
together,will feparate again im- rarities, 
mediately. The laft we (hall 

{ 6 ^) K^tbtrCbmllbifir. Martinis ^tlat SintnJ. if oh . 
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li^auie not confirmed hy more modem experienced authors^ 

^ave to the choice or our readers either to beUeve, or not, 

I'^hich, if tf ue» would afford no (mall delight to a curious 
^ ller to take a view of in his way. 

TWe omit here their many rich mines of gold, filver, quick- Metals, 
filver, copper, iron, and other metals and minerals, and of minerals, 
great variety of precious and other curious ftones (among W quar- 
which fome mention the afbeflos, or incombufkible ftone, ib 
famed among the antients, and as abfurdly exploded by feme 
of tlie moderns, as the produfk of fome of their mines); 
their various quarries of porphyry and marble, fome of them 
fo beautifully veined with figures of men, horfes, trees, ci¬ 
ties, mountains, isc. as if done with a pencil; and many 
others of the mineral and vegetable kind, befides fome among 
the quadruped and volatile fort d. But there is one fort of 
fifh among them, which, for its furprifing beauty and nature, 
may be reckoned one of the greateft rarities belonging' to the 
watry element, which defer ves a particular notice, and with 
which we fhall clofe this head. 

This beautiful creature, which, from its coloui-, in^Chi’The golden 
nefe ftyle Kin-yii, or Golden JiJh^ is commonly 'thf/iii the length ndfilver 
of one’s finger, and proportionably thick. T.h-.* male is of a-^- 
beautiful red from the head to above half way ot his body ; Their 
and the remaining part, together with the tail, is fpangled 
with golden fpots exceeding our finelt gilding. The female 
is white; the tail, and fome parts of the body, having the 
perfeff rcfemblance of filver. The tail of neither kind is 
fmooth or flat, like that of other fifti; but forms a fort of 
tuft, thick and long, which adds much to the beauty and 
fine fiiape of that little creature. They commonly fwim oa 
the furface of the water ; and fliew fuch a furprifing agility 
in their motion, that it gives an exquifite brightnefs and va¬ 
riety to it: and it is on that account that they are fo admired 
by the richer fort, that they keep them, in all their pleafure- 
houfes, in little ponds made for the purpofe, or elfe in bafons 
more deep than wide, and adorn the courts, and other parts 
of their houfes, with them, where they alFord a Angular di- 
verfion by their play, they being exceeding tame and aftive, Tamenefs. 
and, as one would imagine, knew their mailers, and thofe 
that feed them, by the readinefs with which they come up at 
their approach. The misfortune is, that they are of fo ten- Tender 
dcr a nature, that the leafl inclemency of weather is apt to 
injure them ; and ijie extremity of heat or cold, ilrong fmelis, 
loud noifes, efpecially of thunder, or the report of cannon, will 

f pf thefe, fee befoj^, p. 8o. ik). & alib. palT. 
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^go Dear to tleAroy them (A). Thofe^ th^eforcj who hm the 
care them, always (irovide them a Aielterat the bot|^i 
of their little pcmd, which is commotily made with an e^Acd 
pan full of holes, and turned upHde down, intowl&iflStt*%t 
retreat when the, fun, weather, or any thing clfe, difcommodes 
(hem. Care is alfo taken to ihift thdir water three or fqur 
times a week $ and in fuch a mann^, as that the veflel may bh 
always kept fuU ; and to throw fome f(»’t of weeds on the 
iiirface aS it, to (hade than from the fun. 

Their common food is the litde imperceptible worms that 
are bred in the water, or the little earthy particles which are 
mixed with it; but the owners will now-and then throw fome 
little bits of pafle, or, what is ftill more agreeable to them, 
fome wafers, which, being foaked in the water, arc greedily 
fwallowed down by, and is the propercft food for, thofe 
little creatures. They breed exceedingly faft in hot countries, 
provided their fpawn be carefully fkimmed off the furfece of 
the water, where it fwims (which they would otherwife de¬ 
vour), and be put into particular veflels, to be hatched by 
the fun. The veffel muft likewife be ftieltered from wind. 


(A) This is the account which 
Father Le Compte gives of them ; 
to which Du Haldc adds, that 
the bell way of preferving them 
in the winter is, to give them 
no food all that time ; and that^ 
they will live three or four 
months, that is, while the cold 
weather lafts, under the ice, 
without any other fuftenance 
than what the water underneath 
affords them, even in the large 
open ponds. As for thofe that 
are taken into the houfes, and 
kept in chinavelTels clofely cover¬ 
ed, it is certain they live without 
anyotherfood; andyetwhenthe 
fpring comes on, at which time 
they are again removed into 
their ufual .bafons, they will 
move and fwim with as much 
agility and brifltnefs as they did 
the year before. The nobility 
and richer fort are fo fond of 
them all over the kingdom, that 

f-o) t>u KuUe, wl, i. p, io. 31 
edjin. 


they make it one of their chief 
pleafures to feed them ; and 
will give three or four crowns 
''apiece for thofe that are the 
moll; beautifully coloured and 
Ihaped there being perfons 
every-where who make it their 
chief bufinefs to breed, and fell 
them to them. As for thofe 
which are bred up in large 
ponds, they become fomewhat 
larger and hardier; and are on¬ 
ly prel’erved there for their 
fpawn, which, when hatched in 
the manner above'mentioned, 
raifes them to that beauty, and 
variety of colours, which make 
them fit for thofe of the better 
rank. The way they have to 
call thofe whi'*h breed in pondS 
to the top of the water, is by 
the noife of a clapper, which 
the perfons who feed them com¬ 
monly ufe for that end (70}. 


(S fef. yti. & Le Ctmptt, letter 4 . 
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rain, and cold, tiU they are hatched ; at which time the Cp/ww. 
youf^ fiy appear firft of a black colour, which fome of them 
•ftiitf r^ain; bat the greatefl part change by degrees to red or 
hl^'er, according to their kind, which dis¬ 
plays itfelf firft at the tail, and thence Spreads itSelf more or 
1 ^ towards the middle trf their body; and, when grown to 
•<lminch in length, may be Safely removed into their native re- 
ferVoirs, there to be admired as a wonder of natare *. 

Their artificial rarities are various and numerous, and Artlficiai 
much more frequent, and entertaining to travellers. We ftiall raritieim 
fingle out fome of the moft curious and remarkable amongft 
them; fuch as, i. Their famed long wall, which is the firft 
and nobleft ftruclure of all, and offers itfelf to a Stranger at 
the very firft entrance into that empire by land; 2. Variety 
of artificial mountains, bridges, and caufeways; 3. Some of 
their Stately temples,; 4. Coloflian Statues; 5. Their high 
and fumptuous towers in feveral of their great cities ; 6 . Their 
Stately triumphal arches ; 7. Some of their large bells, efpe- 
cially thofe of Pe-king and Kang^ton, which excel all tho 
reft. , 

We begin with their celebrated wall, which is juftly efteem- tj^^g gg.gaf 
•d the moft ftupendous work of that, or any other land, that twall. 
the world can boaft of; it being in length, according to Ma- Ltngtk* 
gaillan'si computation, 405 Hogues, exclufive of its wind¬ 
ings; and, by Le Compie^ 500 French leagues, or near 1500 
miles, with the windings; and fortified all the way, at proper 
distances, with Strong high towters, to the number of 3000 
j(B), which, before the conqueSt of China^ ufed to be guarded 

« Le Comptb, Do Halde, &al. 


(6) That is, according to 
fome. at every two bow-mot; 
but more abfiirdiy, according to 
others, every mile or two miles; 
Sbr in nather cafe could they 
amott^to 3000; fo that, if the 
wall was 1500 miles, and thefe 
towers equidiftant from each 
other, there could be but half a 
mile {pace between each of 
them. 

The truth is, fome have mag¬ 
nified that work at a firange 
rate; and, from their ncarneis 
to each other in fome parts, 
have perhaps inferr; d the nunf' 

' Moo. Hisr. 


ber of thefe towers according to 
the extent of the wall; whereas 
they might ftand at much great¬ 
er diftance in other parts that 
w'ere more difficult of aecefs ; 
for they have committed muck 
the fame error, whh refpeft to 
the ftrength, materials, height, 
and thic&iefs, of the wall it- 
feif, judging it to be every¬ 
where the fame as they faw it iia 
the neighbouring parts of Pe- 
kingt where it is built of ftone 
ana brick ftrongly cemented, 
and very high, float, and folid ; 
whereas thofe who have fince 
T taken 
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Antient by a million of foldiers : but, fitice then, they only keep garri- 
garri/ons. fons in thc^e places which arc mod eafy of accefs, viz. at F-weii- 
fUf Tay-tong-fuy Ning-kia, Ta-lirtf Siang-chriv^ Sian-ninM Upd 
So-chew ; bcildes which, the mountains within the w alL iiire 
reckoned fufficient to defend China againft the Tartars ^ : how¬ 
ever, as it was originally intended to cover the three northern 
provinces of Sban-Jif andShc?i-Jtt from any atta't’K. 

Extent, fj-oixi that quarter, it begins at the latter of them, which lies 
on the north-weft of China^ in about 38 degrees of latitude, 
and is carried on, over mountains and vallics, rivers and deep 
marfhes, firft to the north-eafl:, as far as the 4 2d degree of 
latitude, then fouth-eallcrly to the 39th, and tcrmiiiiites at 
the JVhang-hayy or Tcllow Sea^ at the 40th degree, where 
Hands the fitmous gate called Shang-hay-qnaiiy and from which 
it divides the province of Pe-che-li within from that of hyati- 
tong without; and thence, weftward, the other two pro- 
Taft vinces from Tartary. But though the diftance from one end 

•bindings, thjs ^^11 to the other be hardly above 700 or 800 miles, 
in a direft line from weft to eaft, yet, if we take in allb the 
various windings north and fouth, and the many afeents and 
defeents over the high hills and dales which are between, 
we can hardly allow lefs than twice that number to the whole 
length of the w'all g. 

By •whom This ftupendous fabric was built, according to fomc, by 
huiit. the emperor Chi-ho-ham-ti *, and, according to others, by Shi- 
ivkang-tiy or, as others call him, Shing-Jbi-whang, 215 years 
before Chrift ; and is built here and there on fuch liigli 

See Hiftoric, Obfervations on Tartary, ap. Du Halde, vol. ii. 
p. 263. s lid. ibid. vid. Mari ini, Kerciier, Nieu- 

HOFF, & al. fup. citat. >> Du Halde, vol. i. p. 20. 172. 

262. & alib. Le Compte, letter 3. St al. 

taken a more accurate view of earth, or is rather a kind of 
it (7i),aifare us, thafit runs at mud rampart, not only very de- 
Bioll but about 600 miles in that feftive in many places, info- 
xnanner, that is, from the much that they were obliged to 
Wbang-ho, ot Yelltmo Sea, to the build, at every four leag^s di¬ 
province of Shan-Jiy where it fiance, firong forts on uie iit- 
hath feveral other faces befides, fide, to defend them, but the far 
which form double, and fome- greater part of the towers be¬ 
times treble, inclofures for the longing to it were of earth; 
ftcurityof themoftconfiderable thole that were of brick or 
pafles; but, from the entrance fione being but few in compa- 
into that province, to its very rifon of tl&m. 
end in the weft, it is all built of 

Vid, Ot/irvat, an Tartaijff af. Dn Malde^ vot, .'!■ f. aiSj* 

rockg 
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rocks and mountains, as feem altogether inacceffible; and in 
other parts over wide and rapid rivers, and fuch marfhes and 
findy hollows, as one would judge incapable of admitting a 
fufllcifent foundation to fupport fuch a prodigious weight. 

The height of it varies according to the ground ; but is no- Height: 
v^l*re lefs than 20, nor higher than 30 feet; and the breadth 
iSfoout 15 feet, or wide enough for five or fix people to ride 
abreaft (C), and extraordinarily well paved all the way. It 
is continued from one end to the other without any interrup¬ 
tion, except at the entrance of the Whang-ho into the Chinefe 
empire, and near the city of Se-chwen, in the pro”:nce of Pe- 
chc-Iiy where, infiead of it, the country is guarded by high 
and inacceflible mountains ; but is continuous every-where 
elfe : and though other rivers flow likewife from Tartary into Rivers 
the Chinefe territories, and fome of them run in and out of run ueeeler 
them more than once, they all run under flately high arches 
made in the walls; and fo firongly built, that their current, 
though rapid, hath not hitherto cauled the leafl breach or 
detriment in them. The fame may be fiiid of the wall it- Strength ^ 
felf, and its fiout high towers, fo far as both are built wkh , 
brick and ftone, though both have lain expofed to all winds 
and weathers almcjfl: 2000 years : but as to the weftern .part 
of it, which, as we fliewed in a former note (B), is built of 
earth, it is gone to decay in many places, and hath been fe-* 
veral times repaired by the government. The former, how¬ 
ever, is only cafed on the outfide with brick or ftone, and 
the fpacc between them filled with fome ftrong morter, fand. 


(C) So fays Fatlicr Regist who 
was employed by the emperor 
to make the maps of the em¬ 
pire, and had been often on 
the top of it; though IJbrands 
Ides, and ethers, make it wide 
enough for eight horfemen to 
ride abreaft upon it; fo that 
when Le Compte tolls us it is 
but four, or at molt five, feet in 
thicknefs (72), it is plain it 
jnuft be fome error sf the print- 
er, or of his tranflator, and that 
he mull have meant at leaft 
yards, if not toifes, which are 
equivalent to two of o»ir yards. 

Some tell us, that its height 
is every where alike, whether 
on the top of the highell moun¬ 


tains, or at the bottom of them, 
and in the plains, that is, four 
fathoms, or twenty-four feet, 
according to fome ; and thirty 
feet, according to others; which 
difagreement itfelf would be 
fuificient to convince us of the 
contrary, did not the reafon of the 
thing, and the known ceconomy 
of the Chinefe nation, perfuade 
us that they would hardly have 
bellowed equal coft and labour 
every-where alike, merely for 
the fake of obferving an uni¬ 
formity in the work ; for that 
would rather expofe their folly 
than wifdom, for v.^hich they fo 
highl} value thcmfelvcs. 


(7Z) L* lett-'r 3. 
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aiid other rubbifh; but fo ftrongly cemented, as to be of 
equal hardnefs with the reft. 

The bulwark, at which this noble wall begins, at the eaft 
end is a large.pile of ftone raifed in the fea, upcjn a fotirida- 
tion laid on a number of ftiips fnr-k into it by a ftupendous 
weight of iron, and huge ftoncs with which they were laden, 
in order to fecure the fuperftruiture from finking. The worK 
is well terrafled and cafed with brick and ftone ; and the ar- 
chiteft was obliged, under pain of death, to cement them fo 
ftrongly together, tliat a nail lliould not be dri\^en betw een them; 
which cement runs through the whole work. I'his bulwark 
ftands in near the fame latitude w ith Pc-lcing, and at a fmall 
diftance weftward from it is to be feen the firft gate called 
Shang-hay-quango of an extraordinary height and ftrength. 
The other gates are built much in the finne manner; and 
every one of them is defended by a ftout fort built on the 
Chinefe fide. Upon the whole, it is a ftupendous work ; and, 
confidering the height of fome of the mountains on which it 
runs, and the marlhy, dry, fandy, and barren grounds, on 
which other parts are built, one cannot but admire how it 
could be carried on to that height and thicknefs^ and fuch a 
vaft length, confidering that in many places the bricks, ftones, 
morter, and all other nccefihries for the worlc, muft have 


been brought thither from a great diftance, and with incre- 
AU finijh- dible coft and labour : and what adds ftill more to the won- 
ed in five der, if we may believe their records, is, that the whole was 
itears. finiflied in five years time*. They add, that the emperor 
obliged every third man out of each province of his empire, 
who was of an age fit for the work, to help to complete it; 
fo thj|t»vhe lived to fee his dominions fenced on every fide, and 
fevered in fome meafure from the reft of the w^orld by the 
ftrongeft barriers ; viz. on the north by this new and extra- 
, ordinary rampart; on the weft by high and inaccclfible moun¬ 

tains, and vaft fandy deferts ; and by the w ide ocean on the 
fouth and eaft. 

Artificial The next fort of artificial curiofities of Chinay that we read 
mountains, of, is their mountains fabricated into various ftiapes of men, 
borfes, birds, (be, which, if really fuch, muft be works of 
realjfucb. labour as well as time ; and being, to all appearance, 

defigned merdy to pleafe the fight, and to let the fpcdlators a 
gazing, can ferve no other end than expoling the ill tafte of 
,the Chinefe, forbeftowing fomuch of cither upon fuch fan- 
taftic and unnatural oddities. But tliisifeems to us too oppo- 


* DwITai.de, voI. i. p. 20. 172, 262. & alib. LEConiPTE, 
letter 3. Sc al. fup. citat. c. 
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fitc to their natural prudence and oeconomy, to be ealily cre¬ 
dited ; and though we arc told, that their notion of them, 
cfpeeially among th^uperflitious vulgar, is, that they are the 
work of demons, ana the rcfult of a deep infight into ma¬ 
gic ; which feems to intimate, as if they bore fo near a refem- 
blance to thofe creatures,' as could hardly be given to them 
^iJf^hnman art; yet, till we have better authority than we 
have of their doing fo, we lhall look upon them rather as the 
cfFeff of chance, affifted by a Itrong fancy, to fupply what is 
wanting to complete the pretended refemblance. However 
that be, we think ourfelvcs obliged to give our readers one 
inftance at Icaft of them, that we may not be blamed for 
omitting what other authors have fpoken of with fo much admi¬ 
ration, and that (hall be one of the moft remarkable of all the 
reft ; viz. the filmed mountain of the five horfes heads ; and 
fo called from its five fummits, which are faid, at a diftance, 

- tobear a near refemblance to them. It muft be owned, that 
none of them pretend to have gone near enough to know whe- 
tlier that feeming likenefs was wrought by dint of labour of 
the chiftel and mallet, nor whether it appeared the fame at any 
point of fight, or only at that which they viewed them fr«m: 
fo that the only wonder feems to be in the number of heads; 
for, as to other mountains that are faid to bear a refemblance 
of a bird, horfe, dog, or any other fingle animal, thofe who 
have but travelled over the Alps or Pyrenees^ will find enough 
of fuch cragged rocks on the tops of thofe mountains, which 
a warm imagination will eafily conceive to bear a near refem¬ 
blance to thofe, or a variety of other creatures ; and where, 
did fuperftition and prieftcraft reign fo much as they do in 
China, the people might be made to believe them to have been 
the w'ork of demons, or of fome famous conjurers. 

Not but there are other mountains in China, fabricated in Othmefa 
fuch a manner as muft appear the work of art, and to ’have 
required immenfe labour; at leaft we read of fome that are 
perforated quite through in many places, and feem rather a 
parcel of irregular rocks, or fmull mountains, call up at ran¬ 
dom one upon another, and have on the top either a temple, 
monaftery, or fome other curious building; of others that 
are filled with large fpacious caverns ; a third fort that have 
roads cut throu^ them of a confiderable length; fome clofe 
on the top, and others cut open quite up to it. There is 
one, in particular, in the province of Fo-kyen, and near the caufenaap 
city of Hing-taha-fuf or, as others call it, Hingoa, which is 
cut between two mountains, of a confiderable height, and 
nicely paved the length of twelve miles, and ftiadcd on each 
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fid? by trees planted at proper diflances all the way ; but 
indeed mofi of the roads round that city are paved in the 
fame manner with fquarc iloties, and planted with fliady' 
trees, the towns and villages about it Handing fo thick, that 
they feem to be but one continued town * ; and it muft be. ;; 
owned, that the Chinefe are not w'anting in any cofl or labour-"f 
to make their caufeways and roads as cafy and plcafant 
travellers as they polfihly can *" ; and this makes them buil(i,» 
fo many fine ftately bridges, not only over their rivers anti*' 
canals, but even from one mountain to another, which is jd * 
thh*d fort of their artificial rarities. ‘ 

Wn have already deferibed feveral of them in the geograp 
phic part ; but, as it would be endlcfs to fpcak even of tQ^ 
moft curious of them throughout the country (for the oth^. 
fort are without number), we fliall content ourfelvcs with dc*- 
feribing two or three of the mofi: celebrated, to give o^t. 
readers an idea of the excellent laHe of the nation in thefekinds 
of work alfo. That called Lu-ko-kynv, fe\en or eight miles 
■weftward of Pc-kingy was one of the fineft that ever w as fecaj^ 
before part of it was broken dowm by a land-Hood. It wa$ 
bui^t all of white marble, ciirioull) wrought and poliflied. 
It had feventy pillars on each fule, divided by cartridges of 
fine marble beautifully carved with flowers, foliages, birds, 
beafls, and variety of other ornaments. On each fide of the 
entrance on the bridge, at the call end, flood two lions, of arj 
extraordinary fize, on two curious pedeflals likewife of mar¬ 
ble, with feveral other fmaller lions in different attitudes; 
foine climbing on the backs of the great ones, others leapiag 
off*, others craw'ling between their legs. 

At the other end of the brid«e Hood likewife two other 

O f 

oth 'rsy like curious pedeflals, on Which were carved two children with thq 
each othery f^mc flcill, and all the refl of the work was anfw’erable to it "* 
of a great pj^ther GerbUlon mentions two more of the fame kind, of fine 
ier^th marble, and exactly like each other in their fabricature, orita** 
meats, itc, ; one on one fide of the city of Cha-hoy 50 Pft 
from Pc-kingy and the other on the other fide of that place’; 
their length was 60 geometric paces, and their breadth bcr 
tween fix and feven, and the pavement and parapets W'ere of 
huge blocks of the fame ftone This fort of bridges is tw 
mofl common in tlie empire, and of which wc may fay that 
Chinefe fparc neither for length, breadth, beauty, nor fl:rengt|^| 

> V'l 

^ Kercher, Martini, La Martiniere, 8 c al. fup. citafcf* 
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in the building of them; fomc of them confifiing of upwards 
of 100 lofty arches, and are above 160 fathom in length, as 
4S that of the city of Fu-shcv}^ or, as others call it, Ox-u^ ca¬ 
pital of the province of Fo-kyeny which is built acrofs the bay, 
all of fine white fione P (D). 

They have a fecond fort, which are built upon hxt^yAfeconi 
*#jl!ffneof which are of a very great length. One of thefe, mfirt iuilt 
particular, built over the river Kyangy at the place where the®» koats, 

' Kan falls into it, confifts of 130 baiges ftrongly chained to 
fone another, yet fo as to be parted, and to open a way in 
'Uny part of it, to let the velTels pafs w'hich continually fail 
Jup and down the river. There are great numbers of this fort 
‘^likewife all over the flat countries, they being much more 
^.Convenient in thofe parts where the traffick is chiefly carried 
on by water. 

P Du Halde, & al. fup. citat. 


(D) There is one ftill more 
ilupendous at the city of Snven- 
ckew-fu, which is buift over the 
point of an arm of the fca, 
whic’i otherwife muft be crolTcd 
in a bark, and very often not 
, without danger. It is 25Z0 Chi- 
m/e feet in length, and 20 in 
.breadth, and is fupported by 
352 huge piers, 126 on each 
ipde. All the ftones of it are 
Of a greyiih colour, and of the 
lanie length and thicknefs, as 
well thofe which crofs fiom pier 
to pier, as thofe which are laid 
•crofs, and join them to each 
Other (73). The grtateft won- 
'der is, how they could cut or 
place Hones, of fuch enormous 
weight as thefe are, high enough 
for large veflels to pafs under* 
heath. 

" As for the more common fort 
pf bridges, their way of build- 

t kg them is more eafily under¬ 
ood, and appears to be this: 
|As foon as they had iinifhed the 
^des of the arch next to the 


land, or, if of more arches than 
one, the piers that Hand be¬ 
tween them, they proceeded to 
lay on the Hones, which are 
commonly not above four or 
Hve feet long, and half a foot 
broad, alternately upright and 
crofs-wife, fo that the key 
Hones lay always horizontally. 
The top of the arch is ufually no 
thicker than that of thefe Hones; 
and becaufe the bridges, efpe- 
cially thofe which have but one 
arch, are fometimes 40 or $0 
feet between the piers, and con- 
fcquently much higher than the 
caufeway; the afeent on both 
Tides is by eafy flat Heps, not 
above three inches thick, which 
makes it fomewhatinconvenient 
for horfes and carriages to go 
up and down them (74) ; and 
might be eaiily obviated, by 
mwing the afeent and defeent 
more even; but, in other re- 
fpefls, they are generally we]il 
contrived. 


(■jl) Du lUldty uhijuf, f, 17. (74) Ibid* p, a 37 * 
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jftbird Th^e is fhll a third fort, more furprifing than the two 
fortf from Ibrmer, which are built Ibme over rivers, and others over a 
mountain -ydley, and join two mountains together. Of this fort, wc 
read of one which confifts of but one intire arch, which is 
reckoned 400 cubits long, and 500 in height, and is, by 
travellers, ftylcd Pons volant, or the flying bridge That 
which was formerly built over fevei'al high hills, on the ro§&i3t^. 
to Hang-chong-f^, in the province of Shenft, is Hill more ftu* 
pendous. We are told, that 100,000 men were employed in 
it, to level fome of the hills, and to build arches from moun¬ 
tain to mountain, fupporting them with piliai's, of a monftrous 
height and thicknefs, where the intervening valley proved too 
wide. There are feveral of thefe bridges that form part of 
the road above-mentioned; and fome of them of fuch height, 
that one cannot look dovmwards without terror; foj- n'liich 
reafon, they are all well railed on each fide, for the feciirity 
of paflengers ^ And thus much may fuflicc for this third foft 
of artificial rarities 

triumphal The next kind of curiofity that entertains the travellers, is 
arches, their bcauiitul triumphal arches, which are to be feen, in 
great numbers, not only in all thi-ir cities, but on the moun¬ 
tains and eminences along the roads, Thefe were ori^hially 
erefled in memory of their heroes, whether princes, generals, 
philofophers, or minUlcrs of ftate, who had fignalized'thcm- 
Iclves for Aime gieat aflions, or fome eminent fcrviccs, done 
to the public. The number of thofe that have been created 
to fuch heroes is computed to amount to above 1100, amongfl: 
which, tliere are near 200 of exquifirc beauty and grandeur. 
Some There is befides, a fmall number of others, no lefs noble and 
errSed to beautiful, erefted to feveral of their illultrious women, whofe 
nvomen. wifdom and virtue have intitJed them to the fame glorious mo¬ 
numents, as well as to a place in the Chinefe hifiory, and in 
the works of their moft famous poets (E). 

These monumental ftruftures confift moftly of one, or, at 
moft, three arches, the middle of which is lofty and fpacious, 

9 Kercher, Martiki, & al. ' PvHalpe, & al. fup» 
chat. • lid. ibid. 


(E) The male worthies re- whether virgins, wives, orwi. 
corded in their hiflorv, including dows, who are recorded fcMr 
thofe who have been famed for their challity, piety, or any 
their virtue and piety, as well other eminent virtues, either on 
as for valour, learning, iSc. thofe monumental arches, or in 
amount to about 3636; and the Chinefe annals, to about 
the number of the females, 208 (75). 

(75) Mortinif Of ei, 

and 
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and the other on each fide of it are of a finaller Cat and 
beauty. Some of them are of wood, except the marble pe- 
defta]; others are of ftonc, and others partly Aone, and partly 
wood. Some of them are wrought with exquifite flcill, 
efpecially thofe of the oldeft (landing; while moft of thofc of 
a more modem date are fo clumfy, and ill-dcfigned, as to de- 
-iS^^e fcarcely any attention (F), Their height is commonly 
between twenty and twenty-five feet, few above; the whole Tiffir 
variegated with figures of men, antics, birds, beafls, dxc. in maie, 
various attitudes, feftoons, and other ornaments, indifferently 
carved; the relievo’s of feme of which are fo bold, that they 
feem to be feparated from the work. Upon the whole, though 
they are but flightly built, yet, w’hen placed to advantage, as 
in a narrow llrcet, where two flrccts crofs each other, or 
in the center of a fquare, and if in the country, at a due 
diflance from the road, and a right point of fight, afford no 
liifagreeable delight to the beholders *. 

To thefe, we might add their burjing-placcs, and the Sepukin-mt 
noble buildings reared on thofe of gieat men, which, at a 

meets, 

* Le Compte, Martini, Kircher, & ah fup. citat. VTidc 
& Du Halde, vo). i. p. 17. &; 288. 


(F) The ornamental part of 
thofe antient arches is fo curi- 
oufly wrought, the fclloons and 
flowers fo neatly cut, and the 
birds and other animals carved 
in fuch lively attitudes, that Fa¬ 
ther Le Cmpte looked upon 
them as Chinefe maftcr-pieces 
of that kind; and indeed they 
appear fo wonderfully detached 
from each other, as if they were 
only joined to, or run into, each 
Other, by fmall cordons, and 
without the leail confufion ; 
which fufficiently fhews the fa> 
perior ikill of their antient 
workmen; whereas in thofe of 
later date, the fculpture is fpa- 
ring, looks coarfe,* heavy, and 
wimout any piercing, or var 
riety, to enliven it. Which is 
a plain indication of their ge¬ 
nius having been, in a great 
meafure, cramped and debafed, 

(76) Le Campttf Dm Ueldt^ Msrtini, 
ft 17. V iipt • 


flnee their late conquefl, feeing 
that few of thofe antient monu¬ 
ments are of much more than 
3C0 years Handing (76). 

However, it mufl be owned, 
that, excepting the beautiful 
neatnefs of the carving above- 
mentioned, their bell architec¬ 
ture, of any kind, comes vaflly 
lliort of ours, both as to the 
proportion and difpofitlon of 
the parts. They have neitlier 
cornices nor chapiters; and 
that which bears fome kind of 
likenefs to our frizes, is of 
fuch a height, that it rather 
(hocks the eye of thofe who are 
unaccuHomed to it; though it 
is fo much the more agreeable 
to the Chinefe tafle, as it aflbrds 
more fpace for the ornaments 
which adorn the inferiptioas 
graven gn them (77^. 

& «4 (77) Du Salde, uhi fuft 

4Khmce^ 
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diflance, appear like towns, being mollly built pn fome con> 
fpicuous eminences along the road, and yield a very plcafant 
profpeft; but of thefe we have already fpoken, on another 
occaflon «. 

Stately BuT, of all their artificial curiofities, their fine (lately 
te^vers. towers are the mofi: delightful to llrangcrs, though built in a 
fiile peculiar to this country, and unlike any thing of 
kind among us. Thefe are mofUy to be met with in their 
great cities, and are every-where built much in the fame form; 
io that the dcfcribing due or two of the moll beautiful, will 
^le famed fufHcc to give our readers an idea of the reft (G). There ai"c 
me at two of thefe without the walls of Nan-king^ the moll bcauti- 
Nan- ful of which, llyled the porcelain tower, bccaufe it is lined 
all over the infide with china tiles, delightfully painted, is the 
moft admired by all travellers, for its height, fymmetry, and 
variety of carving, gilding, and other ornaments. It is of an 
©diagonal form, nine (lories, or 200 (cct, high, and forty 
feet in diameter; fo that every fide is fifteen feet in length. 
The whole is built on a large bafis of brick, (Irongly ce¬ 
mented, which forms a (lately perron, or flight of nine or 
ten lleps, like wife of an oflagonal figure, by w'hich you af- 
cend to the firll (lory; and this perron is furrounded with a 
Its height, balullrade of nnpoliflied marble on the outfide. The firll 
afcent,hc. (lory, or, as it is called, the hall, is the highell of all, but 
hath no windows, nor any light but what comes in at three 
fpacious gates, which open into it. The wall is faid to be 


“ See before, p. 264. & feq. 


(G) Thefe (lately ilru£lures, 
which, we are told, are to be 
met with at every metropolis 
of a province, and in fome other 
of their cities, fome within, and 
Others without, the walls, are 
chiefly defigned as ornaments, 
they being feen at a great di- 
fiance by travellers, and, from 
their top galleries, affording a 
beautiful profpedl. of all the 
country round. Their height 
is commonly from feven to 
nine, though, Du Halde afliires 
us, there are fome twelve and 
thirteen, (lories high, every 
fiory being commonly between 


eight and nine feet high, and 
the lowermoll about twelve. 
But, as they are alfo built for 
(Irength, as well as (hew, fome 
of them having flood conlider- 
ably above three centuries, there 
is a prodigious deal of timber, 
as well as work, in them; which 
yet, as Le Comfte rightly ob-> 
ferves, rather betrays the ig¬ 
norance of the Chinefe archi- 
te£ls, who have not yet dJf- 
covered that lovely iimplicity. 
wherein the llren^h and beauty 
of our buildings con- 

£11(78}. f 


( 78 } Du Huldt, ubi fuf, p. 289 , Le letter 3 . Martiai, & ah 

about 
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about twelve feet tliick, and eight and a half high, and cafcd 
with porcelain, but of the coarfer fort, and not a little da¬ 
maged by duft and rain. From this, you afcend to the fe- 
conJ, and thence to all the other ftories, which are all of 
equal height, by a naiTow, and very inconvenient, llaircafe, 
the lleps of which are ten inches high, and very narrow. 

_^Ji>very ftory hath eight large windows, one at every front. 

^ They all leflen, as they mount one over the other, fo as to 
form, in the w^hole, a kind of cone, or fiigar-loaf; and be¬ 
tween each of them is a penthoufe, or died, which preyefts 
fome yards from the wall all around, and lelTens in the fame 
proportion the higher they go. Thele divide the flories from 
each other without, as the timber and the floorings do with¬ 
in : and each room is adorned with paintings, and other or¬ 
naments, after the Chinefe flile, both on the iides, and on 
the cieling, whilft the ciufide is embellilhed with variety 
of work in bafs-relievo, niches, and imagery, in the fame 
tafle (H); all which make an agreeable kind of inlaid work, 
very beautiful at a diflance, though both that and the paint¬ 
ing and gildings, arc fomewhat impaired by the wind and 
rain. But the mofl beautiful part of the whole fabric* is a Ca/o/azTwrf 
kind of cupola, which arifes thirty feet higher than the up- 
permofl: ftory, and is fupported by a thick mart:, fixed at the 
bottom of the floor of the eighth ftory. This piece feems to 
be inclofcd in a lai-ge iron-hoop, all the way, and which 
winds round it like a fpiial line, or ferew, at the diflance of 
feveral feet; fo that the whole looks like a hollow kind of 
cone, pierced through, and riling in the air, and fupporting 
on the top a golden ball, of an extraordinary bignefs. Such 
is the ftruflure of that famed tower, which, whether of brick, 
marble, or whatever other material, is looked upon, by Le 
ComptCy and other authors, as the beft contrived, mofl folid, 
and magnificent work in all the caft 

NIEUHOFF adds two drcumftances concerning it; r>iz. Whenyand 
that the ball, or pine-appie, on the top, is reported by the hy nvbom, 

built. 

Le Compte, letter 3. Martini, Nieuhofp, Kercher. 
tc al. mult. 

- (H) This outiide appears to be it feems, furpriiingly (kilful in 

of fome fort of wrought marble, ftamping all forts of figures on 
' or polilhed ftone, gilt over; but their bricks; the earth of which 
le Compte rather imagines it to being much finer, and better 
be of brick, fo caft in proper tempered, than ours^ is much 
moulds, in the manber of our fitter to take any impreifion 
plaifter-work j the Chinefe being, from the mould (79}. 

( 79 } Ia ubi fipra, 

* 0 Chinefe 
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Chine/e to be of mafly gold; and the other, that the tower 
hath flood 700 years; and was erefted by the TartarSy as a 
monument of their having made themfelves maflers of the 
Chine/e empire; whereas Le Cotnptc affirms it to have been, in 
his time, of no more than 300 years flanding, and to have 
been built, together with the temple of gratitude, by the 
Emperor Tcng-lo ; to which Du HaUlc leeins to fubferibe *^Sa. 
Belli Most of ihcfe forts of towers hai'e, cither in the upper- *' 

ing on the mofl pciithoufe, or gallery, and others in every one of them, 
etKglej andl*at every angle, imall bells, hanging at fome diflance, by 
^Mtthout. chains, or wires, which are eafily moved by every blaft ot' 
wdnd, and make an uncommon fort of tinkling; which is, 
ncverthelefs, agreeable enough to the ChineJ'e taile. Of this 
nature is that we have elfewhcre deferibed, which flands near 
a flately temple built on a vei7 high mountain ^, But the 
greatefl delight which thefe kinds of flniffures afford, is from 
the vafl charming profpeft raie hath from their upper florics, 
or galleries, of all the country round about, which is com¬ 
monly befpangled with great variety cf houfes of pleafurc, 
orchards, gardens, fcpuklual monuments, and fuch agree¬ 
able objects, fir and r.car. 

Btately Their temples are no lefs flately and curious. They have a 
temples, prodigious number of them, both in their cities and towns, and 
in the country at a great diflance from them. The mofl celc- 
huiitinfi- brated of which are moflly built in barren mountains; to 
litery which, howcvcT, the induflry of the natives hath given beau- 

flaces. ties which were denied them by nature; fuch as, canals, cut 

at a great expence, to convey the water from the adjacent 
heights, into proper refervoirs, for the life of the bonzas, and 
their votaries; gardens and groves for their ufe and diverfion, 
and deep grottos cut into the rock, to ftielter them from the 
exceffive heat; all which do not a little contribute to render 
thofe folitudes delightful. Thefe flruftures, which, whether 
large or fmall, are built much after the fame manner, confifl 
partly of fine porticos, paved with large fquare polifhed ftones, 
and partly of halls and pavilions, whiclv are reared on the 
corners of the courts, and have a communication with each 
other, by galleries, adorned with flatties eitlier of flone or 
efheir brafs. The roofs of thefe buildings fhinc with beautiful japan- 
fainted ned tiles, of green or yellow, and are embelliflicd at the comers 
mfsy &c. with dragons of the fame colour, which projeft a great way 
fejTward. The reft of thofe buildings are built of timber, and 
XD<^ of them have fome fuch high tpwer as thofe we have 

* La CoMPTE, ubi fupra. Du Halde, vol. i. p. 28?. 
y See before, p. 25. Se feq. and note (H). 
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been fpeaking of in the la(l paragraph. We read of (bine of 
thefe temples that are of a prodigious length and breadth, 
and have flatues in them of a Coloflian magnitude ( 1 ), to 
which the bonzas, who have^ their apartments round about, 
offer their wine, rice, and other provifions, which are brought 
tluther by their ftiipid votaries, whenever they come to coniult 
'them abouf their temporal affairs. The reader nuiy fee what hath 
been faid, in a former feftion, of the various impofitions of 
diofc religious charlatans on the fuperflitlous and infatuated 
vulgar 

Mos t of their cities have fome large bells fet up in \\vax7beirlarg4 
high towers, by which they give notice of the different » 
watches of the night; and thofe which have no bells do it 
by large drums. The firft watch is notified b)r a iingle 
ftroke, which is repeated at certain fliort diftances of time, 

Le Comptc fays, every moment, till the fecond watch begins, 
which they notify by two ffrokes; the third by three, and fo 
on. Some f)f their bells are of a monftrons bignefs and weight 
but the largell of all are thofe of Nan-king and Pe-king, Le 
Comptc tells us of feven they have in the latter of thofe Qties, 
that weigh 120,000 pounds, which is near five times the 
weight of that of Erfonl in Saxony, which, Kercher fays, 
weighs but 25,400 pounds, and is, by him, fuppofed to be 
^he largeft in Europe ; though he ought, at leaft, to have cx- 

* See before, p. 11 z. & feq. and notes. 


^I) Nieuhoff mentions one of 
thofe temples, in the province 
of Pe-che-li, which is 165 feet 
high, and large in proportion, 
in which Hands the ftacue of a 
virgin 106^ feet high. The 
Chinefe faperftition makes them 
generally more profufe in thefe 
kinds of ftrudlures than in any 
thing elfe: they build them, 
for the moft part, very lofty 
and fpacious, and embelliih them 
with great variety of idols, be¬ 
fore which hang in infinite num¬ 
ber of lamps burning with coftiy 
perfumes. The reft are alfo em- 
embellifhed with all the other 
ornaments of painthig, carving, 
gilding, £fff. They reckon no 
Kfs than 480 of thofe ilruAures 


of the firft rank; and thofe of 
the inferior fort are almoft with¬ 
out number, efpecially if we 
join to them thofe that are built 
not to their gods, but to their 

g reat men, of which they rec¬ 
on above 700, which are very 
grand, and fome even mag¬ 
nificent, befides the triumphal 
arches and fepulchral monu¬ 
ments, already fpoken of. But, 
as this latter fort of temples 
were chiefly built by the an- 
tient nobility, in honour of 
their families and anceftors, and 
thofe illitftrious families have 
fince dwindled away, great 
numbers of thofe fine ftruftures 
have likewife gone intq decay 
and ruin (80). 


(So) MartinJ, ktrtbtr, Lt Cunfte, & at. 
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cepted that monftrous one of the dry of Mofcov), whofe 
height is faid to be nineteen feet, diameter twenty-three, com- 
pafs fixty-nine, thicknefs two, and weight 366,000 pounds, 
and of which we (hall have occafion to ipeak, in a more pro¬ 
per place. Thofe feven of Pe-king we are now fpeaking of, 
are twelve feet high, befides the ear by which they hang^ 
which is three feet more, thirteen in diameter, and forty in 
circumference. But, if we may believe Fatlier Le Compte, 
all the Chinefe bells are vaftly inferior to ours in found, their 
clappers being made of a hard wood, which they call iron- 
wood, of which we have elfewhere fpoken *; their metal 
is mpreovcr very coarfe, and full of knots, and their 
and ill lhape ill-contrived, they being almoft as wide at the top as 
fmpe and they are at the bottom, and their thicknefs gradually leflen- 
Jound. ing from the bottom upwards. So that, upon the whole, 
they are mere unwieldy mafles of metal, without mufical 
tone, or any thing worth notice, but their huge, dull, heavy 
found, and monftrous weight ** (K). 

The 


• See before, p. 190. & p. 226. •> Macaillak, Mar¬ 

tini, Le Compte, & al. 


(K) Thofe who have read, 
Father Magaillan's account of 
that which is in the imperial 
palace of who affirms, 

chat its found is fo clear, de¬ 
lightful, and harmonious, that 
it feems rather to proceed from 
fome mufical inftrument, will, 
doubtlefs, be furprifed at what 
we have faid above of all their 
bells in general, on the autho- 
thority of other miffionaries, 
who pretend to have had as 
good an ear as he: and, it is 
not improbable, that what Le 
Compte objedts as one of their 
defeds, •viz. their wooden clap¬ 
pers, might be the main caufe 
of that fweetnefs and harmony 
which his brother Jefuit ad¬ 
mired ; becaufe, the more thefe 
abate of the loudnefs of the 
found, the more they are found 
to add, in proportion, to the 


harmonious fweetnefs; it having 
pretty near the fame efFeft upon 
the bell, or rather the ear, as 
its being rung at a diftance. 

Le Compte adds, that thofe he 
faw were almoft in the form of 
a cylinder, except that they 
fwelled about the middle, where 
the circumference was equal to 
the bottom; and that the lower 
brim was fix inches and a half 
thick, but the top only two, 
which he could as eafily mea- 
fure; becaufe they had fome 
holes bored through that part 
to increafe, as he fuppofed, their 
found (81}. So that, upon the 
whole, nothing can be more 
different than the Chinefe and 
European way of bell-founding, 
whether theirs or ours be al¬ 
lowed to exjeed the others in 
fweetnefs and harmony. 


(Si) Lt Compte, u 6 ifup*letter 3, adfn. 


But, 



C I. 


7he Hiflory of China. 303 

The laft artificial curiofity we fhall mention, ^nd clofe f'ire- 
this feftion with, is their furprifing fire-works, in which tverit, 
they may be juftly faid to exceed all other nations. We have 
already taijen notice, that this was the chief nfe they made 
of gunpowder, which, they had among them many centuries 
before it was found out in Europe ; and that they were wont to 
^ex^ibit thefe fire-works at their folemn feftivals, and other 
grand occafions, and in a great variety of figures and repre- 
lentations. What increafes the wonder, is, that they give all 
that imagery not only its true form and lhape, but natural 
, colour. Thus Magaillan relates, that he faw one of them, 
with no fmall delight and furprize, which reprefented a vine- 
arbour, that burned without confuming, the root, branches, 
leaves, and grapes, of which, burned, but by (low degrees, 
and all in their true fliapc and colour ; the grapes were red, 
the leaves green, and the ftem and branches fo curioully imi¬ 
tated nature, as to have deceived any fpedfator. And, fince the 
late peace hath occalloncd fo great a variety of them in feveral 
parts of Europe, our readers will not, perhaps, be difpleafed, 
if we give them a fhort defeription of one, which the l^te 
Emperor Kang-hi caufed to be played off, for the diverfion of 
his court, from the account of thofe milfionaries who be¬ 
longed to his train, and were prefent at it. 

‘ Magaillan, Maetini, Le Compte, & al. 

But, after all, we much que- heard at a much greater diftance 
fiion whether their boring holes than one made of ever fo hard 
on the top of theirs be not done wood, is what every one will 
with the fame defign that they readily grant ; but which of the 
prefer wooden to iron clappers, two will give the mod melodi- 
viz. to fwceten and ennoble ous and agreeable found, at a 
the found, rather than incrcafe nearer approach, we Ihal} readily 
its loudnefs; and whether their leave to the reader to conjecture, 
calling th6ni fo much thicker Ail that needs be added on this 
at the bottom than at the top head, is, that the Chinefe have 
do not very much contribute a cuftom of giving particular 
to that folemn melodioufncfs names to thofe large bells, not, 
of their tone, which Father indeed, that of he or ihe faints, 
Magaillan fo much admired, as thofe of the church of Rome 
but which his bwither Jefuit do, but of a more trivial im- 
injudiciouily mifcalled a dull port: thus, of the feven above¬ 
heavy noife, becaufe it did not mentioned at Pe-king , one is 
anfwer to the loudnefs of thofe called the Hanger, another the 
of the fame fize, which he had Flyer, a third the Eater, a fourth 
•heard in Europe. That a metal Sleeper, and fo on (Sz). 
hammer, or clapper, will be 

(S;.) leC^ptt, uki fu’ra, 

' It 
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J noble It began by fettlng fire to half a dozen cylinders, which 
eae played were planted in the earth, and fpoutcd flames into the air, 
•ff at and, at the height of twelve feet, fell down again, in a kind 
of golden or firey rain. This was followed by a fort of bomb- 
cart, fupported by two flakes, or pillars, from whence pro¬ 
ceeded a fliowcr of fire, intermixed with many lanthorns, 
which had fentences written on them, in large charafters,*^ ,^ 
the colour of burning fuiphur, and half a dozen of branched 
candleflicks, in form of pillars, confifting of feveral rings of 
light, one above another, which caft a whitifti or filver-co- 
loured flame, and, in a moment, turned night into day. At 
length the emperor, with his own hand, fet fire to the whole 
machine, which, in an inftant, appeared all in a blaze, and, 
being eighty feet long, and forty in breadth, difplayed a very 
great variety of objects, and other curious feenes. The flame 
having foon after caught hold of feveral poles and paper 
figures, placed on all iides, a prodigious quantity of fquibs 
fl^v up into the air, and a multitude of branches 'and lant¬ 
horns, fuch as we ha\’e elfewhere deferibed, were lighted all 
over the place. The fliew lafted about half an hour longer; 
and, from time to time, there appeared, in one part or other, 
flames of a bluilh or violet colour, in the form of bunches of 
grapes hanging on a vine-arbour; which, joined to the bright- 
nefs of the lights, that fiione like fo many blazing flars, yielded 
a mufl delightful profpeft to the fpeffators 

SECT. VII. 

Of fme rmarkahli Difeafes which reign among tho 
Chinefe, and their Manner of curing them •, their 
hoajied Skill in Pulfes^ Pbleboton^^ Cuppings Cau^ 

. terifng^ Inoculating^ and treating the Small-pox » 
and Method of Extracting of the Camphire from the 
Tree of that Name. 

Difeafit 7 T were an endlefs talk to go through the bare mention of 
4utd ihcir the various difeafes, wliich mufl be fuppofed to reign in 
method of fo vaft and extenfive an empire, and through fuch a great 
curings difference of climates and countries, or of,their methods of 
curing them, which differ more or lefs ia every province, and 
almoft in every precinft, notwithftanding the vaft multitudes of 
books which have been publllhed among them upon that ample 
fiibjeft. We have alre^y had occafion teJ^hint what wretched 
phyficians and furgeons the generality of their praftititioners 

* Du Hahe, voUii. p. 292. & fcq^ 
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of cither of thofe ufeful branches are, for want of better ikhl 
in anatomy and natural hiftory They might, indeed, have founded 
made a much greater progrefs in both, fmce the coming of the chiefly 
Europeans among them, if they could have overcome their 
natural reluftance to every kind of foreign learning, as 
as their extreme averfion to the difledljng of human bodies, 
for the fake, as they ftyle them, of a few paultry difcoveries 
in the animal ©economy, which may be more furely and co- 
pioufly attained by experience and obfervation, by a thorough 
knowlege and underftanding of, and due attention to, the pulfc, 
and other fymptoms and prognoftics leading to them ; in all 
which branches, they pretend a knowlege far exceeding that 
of all nations of the world. 

In this perfuafion, they are contented to go on in their old Prefer 
beaten traft; and how much foever our theory may exceed gentle me^ 
theirs, it will be well if their practice, upon examination, dkinesand 
doth not prove more fafe and agreeable than ours, whilft ^^.*''^egetalleu 
draw the main part of their medicinal alliftance from the long 
experienced virtues of the vegetable kind, from gentle purga¬ 
tives, emollients, alteratives, and other falubrious remedies, 
calculated to ftrengthen, rather than fatigue and weaken,* the 
ftomach, to affift and invigorate nature, rather than to llorm 
and endanger it: and, it mud: be owned, that they have 
fome very expert praftitioners in this excellent way, as well 
as the greateft plenty and variety of medicinal plants and 
roots, exaftly fuited for that purpofe, of any nation in the 
world. They are, indeed, feldom, if ever, troubled with Why free 
rheumatifms, gout, done and gravel, and other chronic dif- from chra» 
cafes, which feem to require a dronger regimen j and this is dif~ 
partly owing to their condant ufe of thofe noble diluters and 
purifiers of the blood, their green and bohea tea, and partly 
to their frequent chewing of ghin-feng, rhubarb, and other 
phyfical roots b. But, \vere they fo, we much quedion whe¬ 
ther they would not dill prefer their gentle, though dow, 
method of curing them, to thofe of aquicker, but more violent 
nature. The misfoitune is, that their very bed mA moH Their phy^ 
approved phyfical books do commonly clog every receipt and fieal com* 
remedy with fuch mixtures of roots, leaves, feeds, gums, &c. 
preferibe fo many rules and punctilio’s, in the choice, weight, 
quantity, and preparation, of them, as make the procefs ‘ 
difficult and tedious; fo that the far greater part of their*^^* 
very practitioners are quite difeouraged from following of 
them, though the ^'hple f&efs of_^ir fuccefs, according to 

* See before, p. 194, & feq. ^ Vide Lb Comfte, Dti 
U ALDE, & al. fup. cicat. 
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thrir authors, fccms to depend upon a fcrupulous obfervation 
of “every rule, and niiiuue dicumJftance, and clmfe rather at 
all hazards to follow their own experience; which the^ may 
the more fafely do, as their medicines are all the gentle 
kii\d. 

Pretended Next to the knowlege, and due mixture and preparation, 
jLill in Qf ^latcria medicay they likewife challenge a fiiperlbr 

pjfes. puifg above all other nations; and pretend to judge '' 

exaftly of the kind and degree of every difeafe, what part of 
the body, either inward or outward, is affefft?!, whether it 
be curable, or no; and, if the latter, how many days, weeks. 
Various or years, the patient may linger under it. They itiake a 
forts of particular difference between the pulfe of a man, and of a 
them, woman ; between that of perfons of tall or fliort Itatnre, 
corpulent or lean; between that of youth, middle, and old 
age; between that of one fc“afon of the year and another, 
efpecially fpring and autumn, fummer and winter. This va¬ 
riety of pulfes they dillinguifli by fiindry odd nanfts, as w^^ll 
as thofe which are caufed by the nature of the diftemper ; that 
is, not by the obvious ones of quick and flow, weak and 
ftrohg, and the like, but by fuch canting ones, if our authors 
have rightly tranflated, as are only underftood by themfelves. 
Thus they ftile one fort the fufTfidal, another the /iiding, 
the foury the tremulous, tlie rolliug, the fcattered, the Irnp- 
tngy Jhvhmning, ebullient , and many otheis of the like fenfe 
^ mnil man- and import. They do not conlent themfelves with applying 
wr thcii* fingers to the wrift, without diflint'fion of right and 

them. between which they fuppofe another material difference, 
but move tiiem from one part of the body lo anoiher, ac¬ 
cording as they find them more or lefs affefted with the dif- 
eafe: if it be the heart or liver, they feel the wrifl of the 
left; if the ftomach oi' reins, that of the right. They dwell 
a confiderablc time upon it, and at different times, in order 
to difeover, as near as poffible, every ii iegularity in the pul- 
frftions, before they venture to give their Judgment, or admi- 
nifter any medicine to the patient*^. 

Rules for T HEY likewife pretend to fix the right number of times 
judging the pulfe ought to beat, between every refpiratioii, in a per- 
rightlyof foj, tfiat is ill full health, viz. four, or, at^moft, five times; 
them. j|: above that, they infer fome diforder to be in the body, 
greater or lefs, according to the number of beats; if fix, it 
denotes only fome flight indifpofijjon} if feven or eight||||^ey 


^ Du Halde, -vol. ii. p. 184, 5 : feq. 
RETT A, k al. fup. citac. 
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judge the.diftfemper proportionably dahgeroas; andj ifabovd 
that number, mortal. 



They obfen^e a multitude of other formal ceremonies, 
and punftilious niceties, both in the difcovering the root, 
feat, and degree, of a diftemper, as well as exa<ft a great 
number of others from their patients, which it would be 
te^ou^ to mention ; efpecially as there is fo much reafon to 
their fo much boafted Ikill in botany and piilfe, and 
^whether the tenth part of their theory or praftice be really 
founded, as they pretend, upon reafon and experience; efpe- JJirologj 
cially when we confider, that the bafis of both is laid chiefly thefajisof 
on a thorough knowlegc in aftrology ; and that, according *hetr.pbj» 
to them, there is no part of the body, no fpecies of the ve--^'^* 
gctable, mineral, or animal kind, but what are under the 
influence of fome planet, fign, or conftcllation, whofe nature, 
virtues, places, periodical times, and other fuch whimfical 
circumftances, muft be diligently confulted, before any vege¬ 
table can be gathered, or any medicine applied with any fuc- 
cefs: infomuch that their almanac-makers were obliged to Times for 
mark out the proper days and times for bleeding, putting, bjeedtng, 
fweating, ere. as well as for planting, fowing, reaping, jour- 
ncying, and other fuch fiijx-Tftitious fooleries, till that care was 
turned over by the emperor AT^n^-Az to fojneof the learned Je- 
fuits, who, on that very account, declined the talk (VI), till ^ 

that 


* Du Hai.de, vol. ii. p. 1S4. Le Compte, Navaretta, 
& al. fup. citat. 


* (A) Theyexcufed themfelves, 
we are told, to the emperor, 
from having any hand in thefe 
almanacs, though much better 
qualified for it than the Chi- 
nefe^ not only on account of the 
ridiculoufnefii of the ailrological 
rules and obfervations of good 
and bad, lucky and unlucky 
days, which were always care¬ 
fully inferted in them, but like- 
wife bccaufefuch kind o^fuper¬ 
ditions, which were inconfiitent 
with their religion, might be 
imputed to them. To this the 
emperor replied, That is, not 
what I defire of you, and you 
(hall be excufed froio that part; 
neither do I give any more cre¬ 
dit to thol'e ridiculous whimfics. 


than you: I require nothing of 
you but what regards the kalen- 
dar, and hath relation to adro- 
nomy. 

After fuch a declaration, they 
had nothing more to objefl, 
and were obliged to comply ) 
but as they forefaw, that the 
Chinr/e would not be c ntented 
with fuch maimed produdlions 
from the obfervatory, and that 
the pretended defe£l would be 
fupplied from other hands, they 
took particular care to proteil 
apinlt, and condemn, fuch fu- 
perditious fooleries; becanfe hu¬ 
man adlions could in no refpeft 
depend on the influence of the 
dars, but only on the wifdom 
bv* which they were conduft- 

U 2 ed. 
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that monarch had confented to their leaving all the aftrolo- 
mcal tralh out of them ‘ ; 'which yet doth not hinder others 
from ftill fupplying that fuppofed defeft. 

Ctreula- We have formerly obferved, that the circulation of the 
tion of the blood was known to them long before the corning of the Ku- 
blood rf}peans among them K Their old phylical books make fre- 
known. quent mention of it, though without pretending to Ifccount 
how it is performed ; neverthelefs they are very fpariiig 
the ufe of phlebotomy, unlefs in cafes of abfolute uccefliry; 
and even then they take care to make but a very little orifice, 
and let but a very fmall quantity of blood at a lime, fcldom 
Way of above the value of half a porringer; Thofe who have no 
bleeding, lancets, will .make their incifion with any other fbarp tool, 
or even with a broken piece of china. They apply no bandage 
or linen over it, but only fprinkle the orifice with a few 
grains of fait. They ufe, in fome particular cafes, another 
way of bleeding, which may be called acupunfture, or prick¬ 
ing fcveral holes on the part afFefted with a lai'ge needle: but, 
as this curious invention was brought to them from Japan^ 
, we fhall defer the farther defeription of it till we come to 
fpeak of that empire, where that operation is performed in 
much greater perfedtion. 

Cupping. The Chinefe in g(rneral attribute the greater parts f)f their 
colics, aches, and other diftempers, to the malignity of fone 
ftagnated and corrupted w'inds whi<^ breed in the body, and 
which they endeavour to draw away by topical application, 
fuch as the acupundtion laft mentioned, cupping, or, if thofe 
fiiil, by cauterifing the part affedled. There is one difiemper 
very common and dangerous among the lower clafs of people, 
occafioned, as is fuppofed, by the badnefs of their diet; 
which at firft feizes the ftomach and bowels, and caufes into¬ 
lerable gripings and vomitings, and other inward pains and 
convulfions; and, if not timely removed, throws the patient 
Cauterife- into a profound lethargy, or atrophy. In this cafe, their 
*”^LL common method is, to apply a red-hot iron bullet near enough 
fiuhborn j.g^jPg If the patient 

it/ argy. becomes fenfible of the pain, they withdraw the bullet, and 
he commonly recovers foon after j but if he continues fenfe- 
lefs, they iipply it clofer and clofer, till the flefh is burnt up 
to the very bone. v 

* DvHalde, vol.ii. p. 133, & al. ^ See beforej 

194, &feq. , 

cd. Which precaution the em- well as the manner in whicl 
peror highly commended, as they exprefled themfelves (i). 
(ij Du ii. j>. 133, 
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The life of clyfters might prove of excellent ufe to them dwrfion 
in.feveral of their colicky ailments, but that was wholly un- ^9 clyftrt . 
known to them. The Portugnefe of Macao tried to intro¬ 
duce it among them, but without fuccefs ; th.tChinefe being, 
bn the one hand, too averfe to all European novelties to ad¬ 
mit of it, and, on the other, affefting too great a degree of 
^nodefty to give it any better name than that of the barha^ 
rian remedy, which is that which it goes by all over their 
country. 

There is hardly any nation in |he world, among which Dijiempert 
one may fee a greater number of purblind and quite blind of the eyes 
folks, or a greater variety of diftempers of the eyes. This \s frequent. 
commonly attributed to the quantity of rice confumed among 
them at their daily meals. Whether that grain, which in 
other refpefts is fo friendly and nourifliing to the body, have 
any fucli pernicious efFefl upon that '"urious and moft valua¬ 
ble part of it, or whether it be not rather owing to feme 
other caufe hitherto unknown, and particularly to their drink¬ 
ing fo much of it diflilled and burnt, which may probably 
affect the eyes, as much as it is found to do the throat anitt 
fwallow 8, we will not pretend to determine. 

Among the great variety of diforders in the eyes, we (hall ^Jirigular 
lingle out a very extraordinary one, which is very little, if inftance of 
at all, known in Europcy but is very common all over China ; 
the natives give it the name of Ki-mung-yen^ which, in their 
language, implies, according to our author a darknefs in ^ ° 

• the eyes, like that which is natural to fowl and poultry, by 
which they pretend to explain the caufe, but doth by no means 
come up to it, this laft being only a heavinefs of the eyelids, 
»«ccafioned by the abfence of the fun’s rays ; whereas the dif- 
temper we are fpeaking of, and which EtmuUerus calls NyEia^ 
lopia^f doth not coalifl in a bare dimnefs of fight morning 
and evening, but in an almoft total darknefs during the whole 
night, not to be removed by any artificial light, whilft the 
patient enjoys a perfeff fight all the reft of the day. In the 
night, the flame of a wax-candle, brought near him, appears 
like a large and dim globe of fire, without enabling him to 
‘difeover any other objefl either near or diftant: in the day¬ 
time he fees every thing as diftinflly as thofe who enjoy a 
perfcff fight. We lhall not trouble our readers with the va¬ 
rious conjeflurcs of the learned concerning this periodical 
fuccefllonof light and .darknefs, but only fubjoin the method 
of cure which the Chinefe doftors make ufe of^ and which, 

s See before, p. zSo.fab not. Dentrecolles in Let.edif. 

-»0l. xxiv. p. 150, & fcq, * Vid. & Dif^. Art. & Scient. in voc. 
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from the inftances which our author gives us, appears to'us to 
be efFeftual; the receipt of which is as follows: 

Ho^ Take the gall of a black-headed ewe or wether, cut it 
cured, from the liver, not with an'iron, but a (harp bamboe knife; 

ftrip it of its nerves, pellicles, and filaments, and fprinkle 
it over with falt-petre ; wrap up the whole clofe in a feaf of 
Nenubar^ and flew it over a flow fire in a proportionah|e 
quantity of water : let the patient keep flirring it all the time,' 
, IwlJing a flieet fpread over his head, to keep in the fleam 

from c\ aporating, but that it may be all received by him at 
the nofe and eyes; which will caufe the latter to run, and by 
that means difeharge the morbific matter, and complete the 
cure. Some advife the drinking of the Ikiiior in which the 
gall is flowed; and others pretend that the patient will be 
cured without it, and even though the ewe or wether’s head 
were of any other colour than black., but all agree that the 
fumigation is the chief caufe of the cure 

Thu reader may fee in the author lafl quoted, and in Du 
JIaldc\ fcveral curious extrafls out of the Chhu'fc pliyfltal and 
Jbotanic books ‘, for which we have not room in a woi k of 
this estenfive nature, and which, at the belt, would piove 
JnoctJd- agreeable but to few of our readers ; \vc fliall therefore coii- 
tion of ihs tent ourfelves with felc^ling two of the mofl cuyious and re- 
fmaJipox. markable ones out of them ; viz. their method of inoculating^ 
or, according to their own more figniflcant term, Tcbung'teou. 
(B), of Jo-wing the Jmall-pox ; and the defeription of the fa¬ 
mous 

^ Dentrecolcfs, ubi fup, * Kifl.. of China, vol. ii! 

, p. 183, & feq. 212, & fcq. &. alib. pafT. 

(B) The verbTchungtWe are cidating, may likewife be in all 
told, properly fignifies to fow, probability taken from their me- 
and irojif or teso, is the name thod of communicating it,whicl; 
they give to the fmall-pox, and is not by injeftion of the pus, a: 
to a fmall eating pea they have ours k, but by blowing fom< 
among tliera ; to that it is pro- fmall quantity of the powder o 
babic this name migh; at firft be a dried puflule into the noflril 
given to that dilleraper on ac- of the patients.' The firft hi® 
count of the likenefs of the of it, it Jis fuppofed, was taken 
pullulcs it raifest bn the fkin to from the violent itching in, tha 
the colour and figure of that part, which was. obferved to bi 
fmall pulfe, there being no dif- the forerunner of thatdiftempe 
ference either in the writing or in ihildren i from which the; 
, ptonounciog of tliat word. rightly inferred, that the plac 
The term fowing, which they where the firfl feeds or fymp 
ttfe inflv^4 of jgtaftingandino- toms of it appeared might b 

' ' • . ■ w. * Jk 
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mous camphire-trec, the method of extrafting and purifying 
its gum, together with the various virtues they attribute both 
to that, and to the wood itfelf. 

That the Chmefi had the art of inoculating the fmall-pox, Kiunun in 
ill order to prevent the dreadful havock which that diflemper China, 
made among tliem, long enough before we knew any thing andfroha- 
^ of it in Eurof^>c, or in all probability the Armenians at Con- 
Jlantinofiky from whom we fir/f received it, is evident from 
their phyfical books which treat of that diftemper, and of the 
properell methods of communicating and curing it, and vin¬ 
dicate and recommend it as a moft fafe and beneficial difeo- 
very. 

This laft circumftance, joined to the great vogue which it 
hath gained throughout the empire, may be looked upon as 
a Ifrong prefumption that the Chinefe were the fiill authors 
of it (C), it being quite contrary to the maxims and praftice 


the propereft place for fovving 
them in other perfons, and the 
moft likely to convey it with 
eafe and fpced into the reft of 
the body (3). 

(C) Some of our Englifl} wri¬ 
ters, who received the lirft news 
of this new method from Con- 
Jiantinoplct and other parts of 
the Othman empire, where it 
was pradlifed only by a few Ar¬ 
menians about the i yth century, 
have imagined that thc'y had 
brought it from fome of the 
countries adjacent to the Caf- 
fian fea; which conjedure, if 
true, might incline one to be¬ 
lieve, that the Cbincfe might 
likcwife receive it from thofe 
parts^by the means of the fame 
Armenian caravans which have 
traiEcked into that empire a 
confiderable number of years : 
but if we take in the account 
which the Cbinefe themfelves 
give of it, it will be much more 
probable that both the Arme- 
niansi and thofe counyries thro’ 


which they travelled, had it ori¬ 
ginally from them. 

But it is I ardly credible that 
thofe 7 artaric nations about the 
Cafpian Ihould have theleaft no¬ 
tion of fo valuable a fecret, who 
knew not fo much as how to 
fence againftthat diftemper, and 
weie wont, upon thefirft appear¬ 
ance of it, to flee from it as 
from the moft dreadful pefti- 
Icnce, abandoning their neareft 
relations, when once infeded 
with it. Add to this, that if the 
difeoyery of it had been brought 
by the caravans of thofe parts 
into the Chinefe empire, the pro¬ 
vince of Sben-f, which is con¬ 
tiguous to it, muft have had it 
before that of which 

is fltuate on the fouth-weft of 
it, and is that where the Chinefe 
a^ure us the author of the difeo- 
very then lived ; fo that, every 
thing duly weighed, we may 
venture to agree with that au¬ 
thor (4) in giving the credit of 
that ufeful difeovery to the 
nefe nation. 


( j) Dentrectlki in Lettrtt tdifiaitt, wl, XX. p. 306, /ff. (47 

■ #. jia, • 



312 


^be Hijlory of China. B. I, 

of that politic nation to admit, at leall with fuch zeal and '* 
readinefs, any new arts or inventions, how promifing and 
ufeful foever, much lefs fo uncertain and dangerous a one as 
this miift appear at firft, which comes to tlltem by the hands 
By ’vohomt of ftrangers. Accordingly their bookis tell us, that the fisft 
and*where. difcoverer of this new method flouriflaed in the province of 
Kyang-nan^ near the frontiers of Kyang-fi; and that it began 
to grow in vogue about the latter end of the dynafty of 
or about 120 or 130 years ago. 

Its great ^hat which gave it the greateft reputation and autho- 

fuccefs in rity, was the great fervices it did afterwards in Tartary, about 
Tartary. the year 1724, whither the emperor fent .fome oi the moft 
expert proficients to exercife it upon the children of his Tar^ 
tarian fubjcfls, among whom the fmall-pox was looked upon 
as the worft of all peftilential difeafes ; infomuch that when¬ 
ever any of them, whether old or young, were attacked with 
it, every-body, even his neareft relations, fled from him, and 
left him to take his chance, either to die of it, or, which 
feldom happened, to overcome it by the help of a flrong con- 
flit 11 lion. 

Eficcura. Another motive which induced that excellent monarch 
geJ hy tie this precaution, was the dreadful havock which it 

emperor, among not only his grandees, and other officers, who 

brought from thence the ufual tributes artd prefents to him, 
but likewife among the'merchants who came thither to traf- 
lick, as foon as they arrived at Pe-king, which is feldom 
free from that diflemper ; fo that few of them efcaped being 
feized with, and mofl of them of being killed by, it. 

Those phyficians, according to his orders, foon went and 
dlfpsrfcd themfclves into feveral parts of Tartary ; where 
they, by their prudent care and management, had fuch fur- 
prifing fuccefs, that they returned fome years after laden with 
the mofl valuable commodities of that country, and became 
immenfely rich, and in high efleem at that prince’s court, 
who, we may be confident, did not fail of encouraging fo 
ufeful and beneficial a difeovery. But it is time now to give, 
our readers an account of their method of proceeding in it, 
as it was, not without great difficulty and fecrefy, communi¬ 
cated to our author by fome of thofe phyficians then attend¬ 
ing the court "* (D). 

' Pro- 

Dentrecolles, ubifap. vol. xll. p. 315, & feq. 

(P) There were three of account of his method ; the firft 
thofe phyficians who were pre- of whom, though the moft con- 
yailed upon to give him each an. cife, hath given as explicit and 
* * iatisfdttory 
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Provide yourfelf with a good quantity of the dried fcales Their me- 
which fall of[ the bread or back of a young healthy child, be- of 
tween one and feven years old, efpecially if he be gone thro’ proc^di»i 
the fmall-pox in thirteen days, and the pullules appear 
have been full and clear; preferve thofe fcales in a china 
vcflel clofcly ftoppcj with wax, by which means they will 
keep good a whole year; whereas leaving them expofed to 
the lead air would fpoil them in a few days: let the child, 
on whom you defjgn to inoculate the fmall-pox, be at lead 
a year old, and in full health, and his body be rightly and 
duly prepared by proper medicines. If the dales you have Conrvey the 
for ufe be fmall, take four of them ; if large, only two; difraff hy 
and put between them about a grain of mufk, and wrap up themfrils* 
the whole in foinc fine cotton, in the form of a tent, which 
you Avail thrud into the left iiodril, if it be a boy; and in 
the right, if a girl; taking previous care that the future of 
the child’s cranuim be well clofed, and that the body be not 
inclined to a loofcncfs, or any ailment which is contrary to the 
operation. If after all thefe cautions, the pudules do not 
appear in three days after the fever hath begun to fhew itfclf, 
then one may fatcly promife one’s fclf that eight or nine in 
ten will go through it with fiifety, and do well after it; but 
if they put forth 011 the fecond day after die fever, it is a 
quedion whether one half of them, and, if on the fird day, 
whether any of them, will outlive It. 

Thus far the fird phyliclaus ; from whofe account, though 
ftiort, one may dill lee what wife precautions they take in 
every dep of their progrefs. As to the mixture of the mulk Muf^nuhj 
with the fcales which are pat into the nofe, it may perhaps addedto 
appear to us a trifling nicety ; and fome authors tell us, that theJiaUs. 
they ufe no other ceremony than that of blowing the pow¬ 
dered fcales into tlie chili’s nodril through a funnel or cornet: 
but this can be at bed but a flovenly way, and ufed only 

fatisfadory one as our readers of them unknown, and of little 
would care to read. The other or no ufe to us in the like cafes; 
two differing in no effential part for thefe reafons, and to avoid 
of the procefs,, but having only needlefs repetitions, we (hall 
added fome further minute di- only add fuch material direc- 
redions and receipts towards tions out of the two laft, as the 
preparing the patients, and pro- iirit had omitted in his; and re- 
moting the procefs of the ope- fer thofe of our readers, who 
ration; but whi^h confill on- are defirous to be more folly 
1 y of fome compofitions of acquainted with the Cbinefe pra- 
plants, and other drugs, moft dica, to theauthor himfelf(5). 

• (5} Peitretdliif uhi 

among 
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among the poor vulgar ; for, befides its carrying fuch a great 
force with it, as may caufe the nofc to run, and difcharge 
the morbiferous powder, if we confider that the ufe of thofe 
high perfumes is in great vogue* ainongft them, and enters 
into a great number of their phylicd compofitions, it is not 
without mature deliberation that they apply the mufle in this 
prefent cafe, not only as it is a ftrengihener of the brain, heart, 
and ftomach, and confequcntly a promoter of the intended 
fecretions ; but as it may, by its balfamic quality, correal tlic 
acrimony of the fermentative virus, as well as the naufeouf- 
nefs of the e/flu via which arife from the morbific fcales. 
Smt/Mr- ‘Phe other tyo doctors are fomewhat diffufe and intricate, 
ther m- which might be defignedly done, either to 

• thp > difplay his ikill and accuracy, or more probably to perplex a 


Preper 


tneejs. procefs ythich he reluftantly communicated to a ftranger, 

' and to prevent his reaping any advantage from it. However, 

as neither of them differs from the firfl in any of the mate¬ 
rial points above-mentioned, we fhall readily fubjoin what¬ 
ever we meet with in the two latter, that may ferve as a 
fupplement or improvement of the former. And, 

Prept ^ Fi|ist, As to the proper time for performing the opera- 
timefortU exclude extreme hot or cold weather, when the 

animal fpirits are either difperfed and exhaufted, or elfe too 
clogged and flagaated ; and recommend the fpring and au¬ 
tumn as the fittell feafon, when they are free, and in full vi¬ 
gour. Upon the fame account they commonly chnfe ferene 
and clear before rainy and fonl weather ; for we muA remem¬ 
ber, that it is not fubje^t to fuch hidden changes in thofe 
countries as it is with us. 


7heJcaleSi SECONDLY, With refpeft to the fcales to be ufed in the 

•whcttte to {owing of the diftemper, they prefer thofe that come off the 
be taken, ^jack or ftomach before thofe of any other part of the body, 
cfpecially the forehead and feet: and as thofe that are recently 
gathered are apt to convey too great an acrimony into the 
blood, they ufually correal that defefl by holding them fbme 
^ time in a tliin gawfe over the ftcam of hot water, in which 
have been infnfed fomc flices of liquorice and fcorfonera root: 
but thofe fcales which have been kept above a month have no 
need of this correftive, and may be fafely ufed without it. 
^bepatient Thirdly, With regard to the treating of the patient, 
horM to be they preferibe the fame regimen which is commonly ufed in 
treated, tlw natural fmall-pox; only the laft of the above receipts 
adds ti» adminillering to the decumbent about two or three 
(cales pulverifed in hrif a pint of the broth called Chinma, to 
be drank on the fecond day after the infertion. 

Ie 
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If thp puftulcs do not appear on the fourth or fifth day, 
the morbific tents muft be taken out, and recourfe be had to 
the dofe prefcribed to betaken before the infertion, by way of 
preparative, the compofition of which the reader will find in 
the margin (E); and which, the third phyfician afiures us, 
will as efiedlualiy preferve the patient from ever having the 
diftemper, as if the inoculation had had its dueeffedl; efpe- 
cially if the fame be repeated on the fourth, fifth, eighth, 
and ninth, moons after his decumbiture. 

This, by what our author could learn, is all the Purgative 
they ufe by way of preparing their patients, if the gentlenefs 
of its operation may admit of that name. Emetics, bleeding, 
and other more forcing remedies, they carefully avoid, left 
they ftiould debilitate rather than affift nature, and obftrudf 
the fecretion and excretion ; inftead of which, when they find Opium pt- 
the fever to continue, and no puftulcs appear, fome of them 
mix a fmall quantity of opium with their other medicines, 
which helps to reunite the fpirits, and aflills them in throwing 
out the morbific virus. Thus far their method of fowing or 
inoculating the fmall-pox, which, whether more eafy and fafe 
than that of conveying the morbiferous pus by intiiion or 


(E) Take of red, grem, and 
black peas, and fliced liquorice, 
of each one ounce i let them all 
be finely pounded and fifcrd, 
and put in'o the hollow of a 
piece of pilled bamboe, leave- 
ing the knot at the two ends; 
and let them be flopped very 
clofe with two pieces of fir- 
* wood, covered all.over with 
wax. Sufpend the faid (tick, in 
the winter, in the foil of a 
Mao-cang, or houfc-of-office, du¬ 
ring the fpace of a month or 
two. When taken out, cleanfe 
the outlide thoroughly, and dry 
the powder in the (hade: and 
add to every ounce of it three 
Mu/st orthi^p tenth parts of an 
ounce, of ^he flower Moei-tfe, a 
kind of wild apricot, which 
blows only in winter, and bears 
BO fruit, wey dried by a fire, 
and powdered. The dpfie is 
from one half to a whole Ma/st 


or from half an ounce to an 
ounce, in proportion t<ri the 
child’s age ; the whole diluted 
in a decodion of the ftalks of a 
or kind of oblong wild 
gourd, which are faid to have a 
diuretic, carminative, and re< 
frefhing quality. 

Some Chine/e books give us, 
however, a more cleanly, fhort, 
and eafy way, of preparing this 
medicine, by boiling all the 
above-mentioned ingredients in 
an earthen vefl'el, till the whole 
becomes of a moderate thick,' 
nefs, and giving it in a dounle 
quantity; but whether or no it 
will have the fame virtue, we 
will not warrant; only our mif- 
flonary afiures us, that the red 
peas expel all peccant matters 
from the heart, the black from 
the reins, and the green from 
the ftomach (6). 


(^} DeMfteoHeif uSi fup, f, 3301 & ft%t 

punflure. 
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punflurc, as is praftifed by the Creeks in Turky^ and by out 
furgeons in England^ we will not take upon us to dcterihinc; 
much lefs whether it ought to have the preference before the 
. Their no- natural one. If our reader Ihould be defirous to know what 
tion of the accouut the Chinefe books give of the latter, we can only tell 
natural them, that they feem unanimoiifly to agree, that every child 
brings the, morbific poifon with him from the womb ; but 
whether it receives it from the fath t or mother, they are not 
agreed ; neither can they give any tolerable account why or 
how it difplays itfelf in fuch various fhapes, produces fuch 
different effc^, and at fuch different and diflaiit periods of 
life 

The cam- The laft thing we propofed to mention, under this head 
fbire-tree o£ phyfic, was the famed camphire-tree, their method of ex- 
defcribed. tracing and purifying its gum, and the virtues they afcribe to 
it, as well as to the wood which Ijears it. This noble tree, fo 
famed for its largenefs and prodigious height, is called by the 
Chinefe Tckangy and the camphire which is extracted from it 
Tchang-nao. The account we have of it, and of the Chinefe 
way of^extrafting and fublimating its excellent gum being 
taken from an old Chinefe book, which the emperor Kang-bi 
caufed to be reprinted, with the obfervations of fome of the 
moft learned and curious virtuofos and literati of the empire, 
carries its own authority with it, and confutes feveral erro¬ 
neous notions we had of that procefs here in Eurofie (F); for 
which reafon we hope our readers will not be difpleafed to 
have a more clear and authentic account of it than they have 
hitherto met with, as it hath been communicated to thefe 
European parts by theTame ingenious miffionary, from whom 
we had the curious procefs of the Chinefe inoculation, men¬ 
tioned in the preceding article f. ' 

Its vajf The tree itfelf is of fuch a monftrous fize, that fome of 

height and them rife to above 300 feet j its thicknefs is proportionable to 
tbicknefs. 

^ “ Dentrecolles, ubi fup. t Idem, ubifup. vol. xxiv. 
ffi 406, Se feq. 

(F). Amengit thefe we may incilion (7), and that it is brought 
reckon that of the famous Mr. crude from thence by the Dutch; 
Lemeryt who affirmed the cam- all which is plainly confuted by 
phire to diftil from the trunk the more curious account given 
and the larger branches of the us by the Chinefe book above- 
tree; and mat of EtmuHer^znA. mentioned, a$,,the reader wiU 
others after him, who pretend fee by what follows, 
that it is drawn from the tree by 

% 
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it, infomuch that 20 men can hardly embrace its trunk. The 
branches fpread a confiderable way ; and the wood, u^ich is 
very hard and durable, is of fingular ufe for the conflru^lion 
of large Ihips, as well as for other more curious pieces of 
joinery, by reafon of the beauty and gloffinefs of its furface, 
and the great variety of its veins. Their texture is fo tena¬ 
cious and clofe, that it is very common to fee many of them 
above 300 years old. 

They neither yield their fine gum by diftillation nor by The gum 
incifion ; an operation fo eafy, and well known among the how ex- 
Chimfe, that, if it could be got by that way, they would rea- trailed, 
dily adopt, as they do with regard to the fir and other re- 
finous trees, preferably to that tedious and difficult one which 
they are obliged to take to extrail: it from this; and which is 
as follows : They take fome of the neweft branches, and faw 
them acrofs in thin flips of about an inch in thicknefs ; and 
thefe they chop again into fmall fquare bits, and foak them 
three days and three nights in w'ell-water, by which time they 
are fufficiently macerated to be fet a boiling on a moderate 
fire. They Itir them all the while with ^a fo flick, till they 
have yielded their gummy juice, which is eafily Icnown by 
its flicking like a white jelly to the fir-flick : they then flraiu percolate^ 
the whole, taking fpecial care that none of the faeces, or other 
filth, be intermixed with it; and pour it gently into an earth¬ 
en veifel well varnifhed, in which they let it fland and cool a 
whole night, and on the morrow is found the camphire coa¬ 
gulated into a mafs or cake. 

This mafs is afterward purified or fubllmated in the fol- purified, 
lowing manner ; They take a bafon or flattifh veflef. of red undfubi 
copper, and put into it a layer of the pulverifed earth of 
fome old mud wall, and over that one of the mafs; they add 
a fecond, third, and fourth, layer of each, and cover the 
whole, firfl with a frefh layer of the leaves of the plant Po, 
or penny-royal, and this with another copper bafon of the 
fame bignefs, turned upfide-down upon the foil; and fo 
flrongly cemented together, that none of the effluvia can eva¬ 
porate through the joining, which would otherwife mar not 
the procefs. The firfl bafon being thus filled, and clofely 
covered, is fet on a moderate fire, which mufl be neither too 
fierce nor t*oo flack, and care be taken that the cement be the 
cracked by the heat, or any accident ; and, after having been 
a fufficient time on the coals, which is moflly gamed by expe¬ 
rience, it is rtaken off, and left to cool; and, upon parting 
the two bafons, the camphire will be found incruftated and 
fublimated, flicking on the top and fides of the uppeqnofl 
one. If the fame exB^riment be repeated ia the fame manner 

twice 
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7be opera- twice Of three times, each operation will yield a frelh qnan- 
tioure- fity of the fame odoriferous gum. Thefe muft Hkewife be 
^teated. put between two earthen veflels, well clofed together with 
j ^ cement, or with wet paper, to flop all evaporations; and be 

fet upon a moderate fire, in order to make it fit for ufe; 
and, when taken oft and cooled, the camphire will be found 
in its utmoll perfection, and ready for all ufes. 

IVhetherit f'T is unlikely, -continues our Jefuit, that fome expert 
may not he European chemift, who could procure a quantity of thofe re- 
done in a Cent branches, might find out a more cafy and expeditious 
quicker way of extraCtiug this valuable gum from it", and fufilimatc- 
ing it to the fame degree of perfeftion ; and yet it is no lefs 
plain, that the Chinefe £pre neither ignorant of, nor averfe to, 
a fliorter way, feeing they can fublimate even mercury be¬ 
tween two well luted common crucibles ; fo that they muft be 
fuppofed to have fome grounds for keeping up to this more 
laborious procefs, in order to have it in its true purity and 
' perfection ; though, from the notion of Lemeryy and others, 

of its being brought crude and foul from thence into Holland^ 
one may eafily conclude, that they do by it as they do by 
their tea, and other commodities ; and either extraft it in a 
more flovenly way, or adulterate it with fome heterogeneous 
mixture ; the cakes of it, which are brought from thence by 
the Dutch, or perhaps rather by the Batavian natives, who 
Commonly trade thither, appearing as if they were caft in the 
lid of a porridge-pot. However, it is plain they make fuffi- 
cient quantities of the purer fort lor their own ufc, fince it 
bears no higher a price at Pe-king than about 2 d, per ounce, 
and is ftill clieaper in the diftant provinces, from whence they 
7be double fetch it. There is more9ver a double advantage in extracting 
etdvan- it iA the tedious manner above-mentioned; the one is, that 
tages of It may be done at all feafons of the year, whereas there could 
this long be but one feafon for doing it by incifioii; the other, that 
the lopping off the branches doth not hurt the tree like the 
Wounding of it o. 

Virtues of The virtues the Chinefe boOk above-mentioned attributes tot 
the ce,7n- tbe camphire are various. It is of an acid and warm nature, 
phire, in* AO Cafe prejudicial or hurtful; it help3 to carty Off the 

phlegm and flime from the ftomach and bowels ; it purifies 
the olbod from filth, and rectifies the diforders which are 
caufed by cold and dampnefs ; it eafts the moft violent colics, 
End colera morbus, loathings and flatulencies iii the ftomach j, 
jht cures the itch, fcabs, and other cuticular ailments } fixes 

P Dl'STRECoti.Es, ubi fup. p. 422, hi feq. • Id. ibid. 

tJ. 424. 
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loofe teeth) and cleanfes rotten ones ; and is an excellent pre- 
fervative, as well as an effeftual remedy, againll bodily ver¬ 
min. Xhe wood of it is likewife affirmed to have all the Of the 
virtues of the gum, though in a much inferior degree, the de- nxood. 
coflion of it being fuccefsfully ufed againft all the above- 
mentioned diforders; and, if taken in a large quantity, works 
as a gentle emetic, and cleanfes the flomach and bowels from 
peccant humours. Laftly, and to name no more, Ihoes, 
the foies of wliich are made of this wood, cure the 
feet from exceffive fweating, and are a great ftrengthener of 
them. And thus much may fuffice for the virtues of this 
tree, and its excellent gum; though the Ckinefc^ it muft be 
owned, is uni\'errally allowed to be greatly inferior to that 
which comes from the ill and of Borneo^. 


To conclude this article, one may fafely fay, that the 
whole (kill of the Chinefe praftitltioners in phyfic, among 
whom the Lamas are reckoned fome of the beft, confifts 
chiefly in the knowlcgc of a certain number of plants and 
drugs, and the pofleffion of fome approved receipts, tranf- 
mitted as an inheritance from father to fon, and prefegred 
with the utmoft fecrccy in their families ; and which, if mif, 
applied through inadvertency or ignorance, which is often 
the cafe, and fail of the promifed fuccefs, thofe pretenders 
are never at a lofs for fome fpecious*excufe, by throwing the 
blame either on the weather, the irregularity of the patients, 
or the carelcflliefs of thofe who attend them: whereas the Complete 
emperov Kan^-hi had been fo well convinccvl, that moft oi treatifeof 


their mifearriages were owing to their want of fldll in ana- anatomy 
tomy, that he ordered otic of the beft European treatifes on travjlated 
that fubjeft to be tranllated into the Tartarian language, and . 
adorned with all the variety of cuts that were necelfory for ^ ^ 
fuch a work, which were thofe of the famed Bartolhms ; aU ^ * 


which was executed with the utinoft care, under the dire^ion 
of Father Parrenin, and highly admired at court. When 
the work was completed, that prince, recollefting that he 
had feen, among other of his rarities, a ftatne about three 
feet high, call: in copper, on which m ere, as he imagined, all the 
veins and arteries delineated in their proper places, he ordered 
it to be brought put, and compared with thofe of the treatife. 
To their great furprize, they found thofe lines all parallel to 
each other, and almoft all of the fame length, without any 
the Icaft refemblance either to veins or arteries, or anfwering 
to their true lituadon and number. The ftatue having at 
length been examined by two of the experteft phyficians be- 


f PENTREC0i.LS9»*ubi flip. p. 4aS, & feq. 
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longing to the palace, they foon found that thofe lines were 
tra^ cm the figure with no other view than to point out the 
places that were proper to let blood at, by the operation 
latedy mentioned, called acupuncture, or by the help of coirfe 
i^he ttnpf tieedles, in cafes of rheutnatifm, gout, fciatica, <bc. Upon 
rorsjudg- which the emperor told them, that he remembered that there 
mentontbehsidi been a dlfleCtion of a human body under the foregoing 
diJfcSlion dynafty of Ming, which was the firil:, if not the only one, 
«f crmi‘ that had ever been made in China : Though, added he, IJhould 
not be againji their being often repeated on the bodies of crimU 
nals, for the fake of the advantages that may be reaped fronn 
it, provided it were done privately, and only in the prefence 
of phyjicians and furgeons; it being but jujl that thofe 
wretches, who have done fo much mifehief to the public in 
their life-time, Jbould be doomed to make fame iifful amends for 
it after their death But the difficulty is, how to induce 
the Chinefe to think in the fame juft manner. 

SECT. VIIL 

Cf the Origitty /^ntiquityy and Chronologyy of the 

Chinefe Nation* 

W E have already, in fome of the foregoing feClions *, had 
occafion to inform' our readers, that, with regard to 
the account we gave of the origin, antiquity, and firft peo¬ 
pling, of the Chinefe nation, we contented ourfelves with fol¬ 
lowing the moft received opinion, which fuppofes them, as 
well as the Tartars, to be defeended f rom Magog, Mefbech, 
and Tubal *; and accordingly laid before our readers a feries 
of the moft material arguments which have hitherto been 
urged againft the hypothefis of the late learned Shuckford, of 
Noah being the fame with the Chinefe Fo-hi, the founder of 
that monarchy Thefe we endeavoured to fet in the ftrongeft 
light, not fo much as our real opinion, as wiih a view of 
exciting thereby fome of our ingenious correfpondeuts, whom 
we know to be on the contrary lidc of the queftion, to com- 
municate thdr thoughts to us on that curious and fo much 
controverted fubjeCf, in hopes of receiving fome farther light 
from their difeoveries, which might either c^ rroborate or ex¬ 
plode the general opinion of the leai ned. Our hopes have 
not been fruftrated ; and we dare flatter ourfelves, that the 
many judicious hints we have fince received from a certain 

I 

^ Parr ENIN, ubi fop. voi. xvii. p. 386, & feq. * See be¬ 
fore, p. 100. ic Antienc Hill. vol. x.x. p. 109, k feq. * ibid, 
aoo, &feq. *• Connexion, pait 1. p. (^9, &lcq., 
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quartei' have now enabled us to refume the argument in fa¬ 
vour of Dr. Shuckford's fylfem, not only in a manner almoil 
intirely new, but backed with fuch frcfliand authentic proofs 
as will, W’e doubt not, appear to every unbialfed reader more 
than equivalent to any thing that hath hitherto been ob- 
jefted againft it, and on that account juflly to delei-ve a place 
in a work like this ; that, by a fair comparifon between them, ■ 
every one may be enabled to embrace that fide of the que- 
flion which apjjears to him to carry the greater weight. And 
this we judge the more incumbent upon us, as the greater 
part of the authorities we lhall produce are fuch as have not 
hitherto appeared in public, at leafl in the clear light in which 
they will be found iii the following pages, and which W'e are 
not without liopes may afford matter for greater improvement 
among fuch as are beft verfed in thofe remote antiquities : for His fyflem 
though we readily own, that the ingenujus Dr. Shuckford's Hogged 
hypothefls, on the foot he hath propofed it, and from the 
method he hath underti'ken to prove it, appears ftill clogged 
with fuch feeming infurmountable difficulties, as might eafily 
determine a hafty reader to (rejeft it in the lump (for which 
reafon we fhall follow it no farther than wc can plain the 
way before it); yet if thofe feeming difficulties can be clearly but nvhich 
removed, and fuch new proofs be brought, as will make it ap- are yet 
pear not only extremely piobable and rational, but (which is eafytobe 
the moll' importmit, though difficult, point to carry) eafily removed, 
reconciled with, and by fijme authentic tad'*-ffiewn to be quite 


conliftent with, our as v.cli as w'ith the antient Chi- 


Tiefc chronology ; it is to be hoped that the mutual evidence 
which thefe tw'O will be found to refledt on eacii other \vill 


eafily outweigli all that can be urged againft it, cither on ac¬ 
count of the newnefs or fmgnlariry of it: and much more 
fo, if, by their mutual help and agreement, w’e (hall be en¬ 
abled to fix the Chineje chronology, from the very foundation 
of its monarchy, upon a furcr balic than hath been hitherto 
attempted, or thought upon. But as this laft is the moft im¬ 
portant point of all, and fitteft to precede immediately the 
iiillory of the Chinefe monarchs, we ihall defer it till then; 
whilft we now io on with the other topics, by which we 
intend to fhew tire great probability of Noah being the fame | 
with Fo-hiy and the founder of the Chinefe monarchy. 

This hypothefls i(for we will not yet venture to call it by Jrgvmnts 
a ftronger name) htjth been in a great meafure already cow- J or the pro- 
firmed by various learned pens, by a much greater number 


Mod. Hist. Vol. Vlll. X in 


of arguments than our dcfigned brevity will permit us to in- 
lift on ; for which reafonw’e fhall confine ourfelves to fuch only 
as either carry thegreateft weight, or as have not yet been urged 
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in favour of it by any author. We begin with the former j 
which are as follow; 

1. The affinity and analogy of the names of Noah and 
Fo-hi ; together with other particulars of their hiftory, too 
trite and well known to need a longer detail here, as feme of 
the moll material will come in more properly in the fequel. 

2. NOAH and Fo-hi being contemporary ; a point which 
hath been partly proved by Dr. Shuckford^, but will be more 
fully fo under our laft head. 

3. Several remarkable particulars which Chinefe hiftory 
records of Fo-hi, and do in a great meafurc agree with thofe 
which Mofes hath related of No,ih, are another ftrong pre- 
fumption of their being the fame perfon (A). 

4. A FOURTH argument is the vaft and almoft univerfal 
oppofition which is found between the Chinefe, and all other 
the defendants of Noah ; particularly with regard to their 
religion, laws, government, learning, arts, cuftoms, <bc. and 
more efpecially ftill with refpefl to their language ; from all 
which it is juftly concluded, that they muft have been a dil- 
ferent people from thofe who were difperfed loon after the 
building of the tower of Babel, among whom there ftill re¬ 
mained a fufficient conformity in all the above-mentioned re- 

' Connexion, parti, p. 102. •• Bayer Gramm. Sinic, 

Si Mufic. Sinic. Kercher Chin. Illuilr. Le Comfte, Mar¬ 
tini, & al. plar. Web Primiiive Language, Siiuckford, 
&c. 


(A) Thus Fo-hi is affirmed 
by the Chinefe to have had no 
father; and Hoah, all whofe 
anceftors peridied by the flood, 
being the firll patriarch of the 
poildiluvian world, (lands there 
as if he had no father, no men¬ 
tion being made of any in the 
Chinefe annals, z . Fo-hi\ mo¬ 
ther is laid to have been im¬ 
pregnated by the rainbow ; a 
conceit moil probably arifing 
from its being given by God as 
a pledge to Hoah and his poftc- 
rity,(1}; and agreeable enough 
to the imperfed notion which 
iki^Chinefc retained of that pha:> 

(f' ix. 13. 

Du lUde, &•* il, 
f.z6i, ftf. 

5 


nomenon. 3. Fo-hi is faid to 
have carefully bred up feven 
forts of creatures, which he ufed 
to facrifice to the fupreme Spiiit 
of heaven and earth. Noah i.*: 
affirmed by Mofes to have taken 
into the ark of every clean 
bead, and fowl of the air, by 
fevens, and to have offered them 
up a burnt-offering unto the 
Lord (?). L:iftly, The 
derive the narne of Fo hi from 
his oblations (3); and Mofes 
gives Noah his name on account 
of the erai t which God made 
to him in^ coniequeuce of his 
offering (4}. 


(a) Jli.i. v'li. 2. See Le Cstrftf, 

(4) Oeoff. vii;, zo, £if fj, iVc p(Jo AWini U.ft. i'*/. . 
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^pe£ls to help one to trace them to their common original: 
for if all the difficulties- that are railed againft the poffibility 
of Noah's leading a colony into China^ and founding a mon¬ 
archy there", long before his death, can be effeffually re¬ 
moved, as we hope they will in the fequel, what can be more Noah fe~ 
rationally inferred from this furprifing difference between the parates 
Chinefesaxi^ all other nations, than that tlie good old patriarch, himfelf 
finding his authority too fmall to deter the greateft part of his/^''*** 
defeendants, grown by that time too numerous and untrafta- 
ble to be deterred from their deteftable delign of fortifying “abcl. 
themlelves againft the power of Heaven (B), wifely feparated 
himfelf from them ; and, taking as many with him as ab¬ 
horred that impious confpiracy, led them far enough eaft wards 
to be out of the danger of being involyed in the punillimcnt 
which he had caufe to fear would quickly fall on thole re¬ 
bellious mifereants; till, by flow and gradual migrations, he 
at length reached fome of the northern provinces of China. 

This fuppofition, which we (hall cndeav'our to back in the Rea/ons 
fequel with much ftronger proofs, will then eafily account nvhy the 
not only for the vaft difference between the Cbinefe and the aeft Chinefe 
of the world, but likewife for the fingular contempt they differ from 
have ever had for all other nations ; their interdicting ail com- 
merce and intercourfe with them; thiir lliutting up the en-^^'^* 
trance into their dominions againft all ftrangers, unlefs by 
way of ambafly ; and their forbidding their natives to go into 
foreign countries, without the emperor’s permillion, left their 
religion, laws, and cuftonis, fliould become corrupted by 
fuch intermix-tuics. Now, if the impious confpiracy above- 
mentioned be allowed a fuffidenl caufe for ho:ih'-x feparating 
himfelf and fmall colony fi om the reft of his iebellious ofl- 

* See AnticntIlillory, vol. xx. p. in, & ieq. 

(B) It muft be obferved, that whole tenor of the hlofalc ac- 
fome commentators and bold count, particularly from his in¬ 
critics have given thomftlves troducingtheDivineProvidence 
fome pains, not only to palliate, asexprclly dclccuding fi oin hea- 
but even to commend that action ven to view and blaft their cn- 
as a very laudableo™, andacin- terprife, that it muft have been 
tending no more thairthc build- of a more malignant nature, and 
ing a kind of met.ropcJfis, which calculated to defend ihemfclvcs 
might be as the cenirelof their againft a fecond deluge. But 
future empire, and ^ citadel oV this we ftiall find a proper 
which might be ftrong enough occafion to fpeak more in 
for its defence (5). It plainly the fequel. 
appears, however, from tiie 

(^) 'fjfijt, Feher. Le Clerc. !£f al. w Ctnrf, lii. 
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{pring (and a more rational and laudable one cannot well be 
imagined); then it will be no longer a wonder that the religion, 
laws, government, drc. which he cftablilhed in his new mon¬ 
archy, w,hich were, without all doubt, the fume which he 
received from the antediluvian patriarchs, fliould be in all re- 
fpe^ts fo oppofite to thofe of a mutinous crew, whom the 
Divine Providence had thrown into a ftate of confufion and 
anarchy; and, being difpei fed over different parts of the 
world, and fplit into various governments, rathei fought how 
to enlarge their dominions by fraud and force, than how to 
fettle the old patriarchal religion and governincrit among them ; 
for this plainly appears to have been the cafe of all the mon¬ 
archies which were formed after the general difperfion at Babely 
whillt the empire of China alone, by their elofc adherence to, 
and improvements on, the old putriarclnd maxims of religion 
and government, lived in plenty and fecurity, promoted all 
the ufeful arts and fciences, and rather ftrove to cultivate 
their own territories to the beft aclvani.ige, than to enlarge 
them at the expence of their own peace and happinefs. As 
to* the diUb'cncc of their language, it mufl: of courle be ex¬ 
pected to have been ilill grcatei-, if wc fuppofc Noah and his 
colony to have feparated themfehes from the reft before the 
Audmofily confufion at Babel. Accordingly we find fo little affinity be- 
in their tween the Chinefc and thofe tongues that were formed juft be- 
language, difperfion, that it is jufthv, and on all accounts, al¬ 

lowed to carry the marks of an undoubted priority to them ; 
fo that nothing can be more extiavagunt than tofearch out for 
any of the roots of ilu latter out of the former, feeing the 
more it differs from all the reft, erpecially as it bears fuch 
vifible marks of a primiti\e one, the faiier it bids for being 
that of Noahy and cjf tlw antediluvian world. 

5. For, if this ptodigious diffcience between the Chinefe 
and all otiicr nations be fuch a ffrong argument t)f their being 
originally a diftiiKft pcojile fiom them, as hath been fully 
proved by the generality of writers, and other learned 

pens; and if no properer time or occafioti can be probably 
affignc'd for this fcp;nation, than the confpiracy above-men¬ 
tioned a: the towu-(jf Babel what oih/r part can we rca- 
fonabiy fi’.jjpofe the gocjJ old putriatdi to/navc afted on fuch 
a junctuic, than iirit to ufe all his rhetoric and authority to 
difl'uade and deter them frt)m it ; ancUnwhen he found it to 
prove intftedual, to abandon thofe wr((:ches to their deftiny, 
and fare himfeif, and his fiiiaU numlxT of adherents, from it, 
by k.iJ.ing them into foiue oi the remotefc dimates from thofe 


Rea/uKi 

/crNoaliV 

/?pa} tihng 


fro7n his 

defceml- 

fints. 


^ See Gen.^i. 3, & feq. 
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curfed plains, and fettling them in fome more peaceful abode, 
where they might quietly enjoy the fruits of their piety, and 
the benefit of his farther inftruftions ? This will at once fuf- ^ 
ficiently account for the vaft difference above-mentioned be¬ 
tween his own colony and the reft of his offspring, that is, 
for the primitive fimplicity and purity prefcrved in the for¬ 
mer, and the excefllve depravity of the latter; and likewife 
for Mqfcs'& furprifing fllence concerning the remainder of the 
good old patriarch's life, whofe name is not fo much as meti- 
tioned by Mofes, in the fcqncl of his hiftory, except where 
he acquaints ns with the year in which he died ; which feems 
plainly to imply, that he wholly withdrew hiinfclf from the 
reft: of his defceiulants : for, had he continued ftill among any 
of them after the general difperfion, is it credible that the in- 
fpired hiftorian would have let Mm ftnk fo foon into utter 
oblivion, whilft he is fo particuh'.r in his account of the mi¬ 
grations and f’cttlcmcnts ot his three Tons, and their numerous 
defeendants ? But there mav be ft'.ll alfigned a more powerful 
reafon why Mofjs coricealcd this remarkable particular Irom 
the JcivJb nation, if not lathcr for Clod’s concealing it from 
him ; viz. to prevent anv intercourfe between thofe twd na¬ 
tions, which might in time not only degenerate into a fuper- 
ftitious veneration for the fepulchre of that patriarch (for this 
feems to be the very motive why the Divine Providence took 
filch care to ha\'e that of the JcvjJb lawgiver altogether un¬ 
known) j-; but much more ftill to prevent their contraffing 
fiich a foadnefs and admiration for the purity and fimplicity 
of the Chineje vvorfliip, as might infpirc them with fome ftrong 
and invincible diftiiie againit the great number of rites and 
ceremonies which he, for very wife ends, was going to impofe 
upon them. 

VI. Anotiivu proof tlvat Chhux nuift have been peopled China 
by fome fiich early colony as we arc fpeaking ot, is, that it pecpled^ve^' 
plainly appears to have been not only inhabited, but vei y 
populous, much fooncr than it can be fuppofed to have been 
by any other ot jXmIj's dcfCcndants after the general difper¬ 
fion : had any. of thefe, whether Tub'll^ MeJJjahf or any 
other, been thedirft peoplers of the Chinefe empire, as they 
arc allowed to lave been of the north-eaftern parts of Tar¬ 
tar}'^ confiderin^^ the length and difficulty of the way, and 
the ftownefs of tlV’ir migrations, which were chiefly occa- 
lioned through waift of room in proportion to their gradual 
multiplying, not oiiy the kingdoms moft contiguous to 5 /;/- 

t See Deutcr. xxxiv. 6. See alfo Ant. Hift. vol. iii. p. 444, 
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naar^ as Bahylortt Perftay &c. but a great number of coun¬ 
tries to the eaftward of it, muft be fuppofed to have fwarmed 
with inhabitants before they could have reached, or at le^ 
before they could have tolerably peopled, any of the Chinefe 
provinces*; for . this plainly appears to have been the cafe of 
the north-eaftern Tartary, which we have formerly fhewn was 
thinly peopled even fo late as the time of Madyes's expedition 
Their early 41 ^ *• any means that of China, 

armies and other eaflern trafts, may be eafily inferred from that no- 

agains ble rcfiftance which they made againft the prodigious armies 

Ninas. of Ninits and Semiramis -• for though we Ihould, as we juftly 

may, fuppofc the accounts of it to have been greatly exagge¬ 
rated by antient hiftorians ^; yet, as we have no reafon to 
think them more fo on one fide than on the other, we may 
ftill fafely conclude both the invaders and invaded to have 
been upon a par ; and that the latter were ftrong and nume¬ 
rous enough to repel the forces of the former, whether or no 
they were really fo many as they have been reprefented. No¬ 
thing, therefore, can fo fully account for thole remote eaft- 
ern parts being fo well inhabited and populous at fuch early 
timps, as the fuppofition of fome fuch colony, whether under 
JNi,tih, or any other chief, feparating themfelves from the reft, 
eit!\er bef:*re or about the time of the difperfion, and march¬ 
ing ftill direclly eaftward, till they fettled themfelves there in 
abont a century or two after. 

Kow much more than probable fuch a fuppofition is, will 
be made to appear more fully ftill under fcveral of thefubfequent 
Douhlead- heads : at prefent we fliall content ourfclves with obferving 
•vaatagei v/hat double advantage fneh a colony, how fmall foever in 
its firft beginning 'C), muft have had over all the other people 
A- 5/»-, “ ' 'of 


* See before. Ant. Hill. lib. xx. p- 5» & feq. no, & feq. 
t D. Sicta. 1 . ii. Justin, 1 . i. 


(C) E expreflion the 

reader rnry obferve, that wc 
pnrp'jfeb :ivold enionng into a 
too nii'r. cliiouiiition, whether 
J^oah had any fons after the 
flood fa f he had, whether 
they only, or any number of his 
oihei de cei Jancb, accompanied 
hiin c a ft v; .lid. 

As to the frft. though 
makes no mention of .nny, pro¬ 
bably for the reafem already 


giyen, yet the Chinefe records 
g'vc liJm a numerous iflue ; in 
which they agree with the 
Vfeuth who make:, them 

to amount tcythirty, whom he 
ftyles Titane'l a word which im¬ 
plies no m«firc than eafterlings, 
or people jtttlcd in the eaflern 
parts ot th|D world ; it being de¬ 
rived, as we have formerly 
fhewn, from the old Celtic Ti, 
and tan, which, in that lan^ 

• g«age. 
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of the difperfion, with regard to its growth, in number, 
ftrength, and opulence; for, as they were united into one 
body, and under one head, their llrength, and capacity 
promoting the welfare of the whole, was greater in propor¬ 
tion than that of the reft of mankind, who were foon fplit 
into fo many governments, as muft of courfe greatly diminilh 
their power. 2. They lived in peace and plenty, in a rich 
and fruitful country, and under an excellent climate and 
government; and fo could propagate and multiply much 
taftcr than thofe, who, befides their being left happily fitu- 
ated, were ever warring againft and depopulating one an¬ 
other. 

VII. F»om what hath been hitherto faid of Noah's fepa- 
rating himfelf from the reft of his dcfcendants, either a little about 
before, or foon after, the confufion of Babel, the reader may r 

eafily conclude of how little import the much difputcd point, confe- 
whether the /Irarat of /Irmenia, or that of India, be that on quence in 
which the ark refteJ, is to our prefent argument. The lattes, tbu cafe, 
which is that of Dr. ^hickford, makes indeed that patriarch’s 
migration mXoChvvi much eaficr and fhorter; but the former, 
which is the inoft commonly received, is far enongh ifom 
making it appear fo impraflicable and abfurd as is pretended 
by thofe on the oppofitc lide : for, if he and his deicendants 
could travel from the .Armenian Ararat to the plain of Bhi- 
naat in about 70 )car5 (D), by which time they were grown 


g’lage, fignifics the houfe of 
fire t; a very proper and figni- 
Jicant exprcllion for the iun, 
fnom whence that of Titanoi, 
or Titanes, was commonly given 
to thofe people who w'ere feated 
neareft to the fun-rifing. 

As to the fecond point, wc 
think it highly probable, that 
not only Noah's poftdiluvian 
fons, but a much greater num¬ 
ber of his other dcfcendants, 
chofe to follow* him into the 
eaft, rather tha\ join in the 
impious dcfign Iv their bre¬ 
thren: but let thX number of 
his followers have Acn ever fo 
fmall, yet the 200 ymrs, which, 
we fhall fhew in thdfequel, he 
and they took up in travelling 


from Shinanr to China, were 
more than fufficient to enable 
him to bring thither a numerous 
and powerful colony enough to 
found his new empire upon ; 
confidering the then great in- 
creafe of mankind, their longe¬ 
vity, health, vigour, and other 
advantages they enjoyed above 
the reft of the difperled tribes, 
fj om whom they feparated them- 
felves. 

(D) The difperfion is fald by 
Mofti to have happened about 
the looih year of the (Icod, out 
of which ftumber left than thirty 
cannot be fupjpofed to liavc 
been taken up in hatching, ri¬ 
pening, and executing, • the im¬ 
pious defign that occaiioned it, 


f Bit before. Ant, H!J!. W. vi. p. 6, 
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numerous and llubborn enough to form that confpiracy, where 
can be the impoffibility, or even unlikelihood, of their reach¬ 
ing to the frontiers of China in a much lefs time than the 
250 years which he lived after the difperfion ? Add to this, 
that as, in his firfl migration from Ararat to Shmaar^ it doth 
not appear that he had any other inducement for it but the 
change of pafture and climate, fo his journies might be made 
as leifurely as he pleafed; whereas in his fecond, from Shi~ 
naar to Chinas he hafted away from a crew of determinate 
rebels, bent on their own ruin, from whom he could not 


part too foon, nor go too far, to avoid fharingin their punilh- 
Armeni* ment. However, though we feein thus fiir to give up the 
an Ararat point in favour of the Armenian Ararat, we are fo far from 
not a fafe looking upon the main argument* infilled upon in proof of 
it, viz. the fons of Sennacherib fleeing thither for refuge, to 
cherib'j ^ conclnfive on that fide, that we think it might with 
murderers Uiuch more reafon be urged on the other; and that the vi- 
to fine to. cinity of Armenia to AD'yria, if it was not then fubjcfl, or at 
lead tributary to it, would never have permitted t\vo fuch 
facrilegious parricides to flee tliirher for finfluary, or to 
raifv torccs tor their own fafety; efpeeially if we contidcr 
that, in their flight from Nineveh thither, they mull be 
forced to erf)fs over too c^nfiderable a part of tlic AJfyrinn 
empire, and be in continual danger of being feized : where¬ 
as by fleering their courte towards the notth-cafl, or towards 
the other Ararat, they could be much fooncr out of thofe 
dominions, and be in greater fai’ety when got to their jour- 
7he argu- ney’s end. We beg leave here likcwil'c to add, that the argu- 
tn'-nt ment urged by Dr. Shuckford in favour of the Indian Ararat, 
dranun expreflion of the builders of Jiahel's tower com- 

Jrom their (-nongh from being fatif- 

^fTmfhe iudwered by the oppofite fide'; and iliat theinduc- 

eaj} not Aou of onc or two doubtful parallel?, allowed to be iiregii- 
fafaciently ungrammatical, and ungeogruphical, and w hich is the 
aitfxvered. ouly one in the whole Old Tellament in which the particle 0 
appears to bear a different fenfe, is not a fuflicient authority 
to determine In any other cafe that Is free ii’om thofe delects. 


* Genci. xi. 



the procuring the priper mate- latell theybe fuppofed to 
rials, and the rearing of their have comOjCO the plain of Shi- 
ftupendous edifice to Ibme con- naar muflL be about the 70th 
fiderable height; to that the year after\he flood (6). 


^ 6 ) Cen'f. x\. if&fej. See aifo Ujhtr's Ar<t!ah on that year, 
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In the parallel infifted upon, the geography of the ftface 
plainly fliews, that, in the words Mikeddan, the particte mem 
cannot fignify, as it every-where properly doth, /row, blit 
rather ?o, or towards (E) ; but, in the other cafe, the poiirt 
from which thofe builders fet out, whether from the eaftmi 
or weftem Ararat, being the matter in difpute, muft be de¬ 
termined by fome better proof than that; and the learned 
Mr. Bafnage was fo far from being fatisfied, that, in this 1 ^ 
cafe, the words Mikeddem might be taken to fignify towards 
the eajl, notwithftanding the parallel above-mentioned, that, 
to avoid giving them fuch an unnatural and ungrammatical 
fenfe, he has made thofe builders to fetch a wide compafs 
about, from Armenia to Mrfopotamia, in order to bring them 
from the call into the plain of Shinaar. The truth is, that 
thofe learned pens, who have declared in favour of the Ar^ 
ntenian Ararat, have endeavoured to overwhelm their anta- 
goiiifls wlih a coufufed heap of teftimonies from antient au¬ 
thors, geographers, lexicographei s, hifiorians, drr. Hebrew, 

Chaldee, yirab, Greek, and Latin, which have lived a valf 
number of centuries one after tlie otiier, and all of them at 
fome thoufand years after the flood ; to fay nothing of the 
pretended antient arts, relics, common tradition, medals, and 
other fuch precarious arguments, as if their number could be 
of any decifive authority in a point of that remote antiquity, 
and make up in bulk what is wan ting in evidence ; altho’ the 
grcatell part of them have been lince fo efFedtually confuted, 

(E) This wc fay upon the have gone to Baal-Jchuda, to 
fuppofitionthat theword fetch the ark from thence, the 
wasoriginally fo written; where- grammar requires ir^o have been 
as, from the well known fitua- originally written ^ 71 ^ 33 , Be- 
tion of the places, one would bciale, inftead of >^ 30 , Mi- 
bc apter to mppofe it to be an hchale, that is, the particle 3 
error of the tranferiber, who inftead of Q, or to inftead of 
miftook a 3 for a Q, and wrote from. 

Mik.'ddftn, from the eaft, inftead If we fhould be afked why 
of into or towards the the fame error may not have 

eaft ; fuch overfights not being crept in both, as well as in one 
unfrequent in tlk books of the of the texts ? we can only fay. 

Old Teftament.\ This plainly that we lhall be ready to ac- 
appears from th^ftances men- knowlcgc the poflibility of it, 
tioned by Bafnag^^) out of the when the one can be proved as 
book of Kings {z\ compared ungrammatical and ungeogra- 
with the parallel text in the phical as the other ; neither of 
Chronicles (3); andlthat in the which can be faid of that which 
former, where David is faid to we are now upon. 

(t) dntiq<JudAq* rtm.ii. f. i. § 19. (zj Kings \i. z. (3) x Cirtn, 
ziii. 6. • 

that 




Mifi&fy •f CMna. B. I. 

there is juft rcaron tp wonder they ftiould appear afreih 
in ptint +, 

' that, for any thing that hath hitherto been urged on 
cither ftde, though we readily own that the Armenian Ararat 
is commonly meant by the facred hiftorians in moft places 
■where that word occurs, yet the Indicm may ftill be that on 
which the ark refted, if they are not indeed only parts of one 
and the fame continued ridge, reaching quite from Armenia 
to India, 


The VIIl. NraTHF.n need we here be much deterred at the in- 

eulths hud farmoimtablc difficulties which are thrcuvn in Noalf^ way to 
in their China^ whether he fet out from •S/t>r>7rtrT/', Armenia, or India. 

Thofe pretended impenetrable forefts, long and infurmouuta- 
e . jjjg ridges of mountains, and vaft fancly defarts, which lie 
now between them, are mere illnfions, which could have no 


being fo foon after the deluge, to whatever caufe they might 
Voforeftsy owe it afterwards; for, i. With regard to thofe monftrous 
forefts, the whole globe mu ft be fuppofed to have been too 
well peopled at the time of the flood to have any room for fuch 
wild plantations ; or, if any fuch there had been, they muft 
havci been all pulled up by the roots by the violence of the 
inarcejphle waves which covered the whole furiace of the earth. 2. As to 
mamtainsi the long and high ridges of mountains which lay in the W’ay, 
what Infunnountable difficulties can w'c imagine there could 
be in going over them, if we rightly conlidcr the condition 
they muft have been in irameJiately after the fl(x>d, and du¬ 
ring foine centuries beyond, that i-, with their vallies filled 
andchoaked up with a thick incruftated mud, width every¬ 
where fubfided after the waters were dried up ? Can we call a 
gradual declivity on both Tides, covered witli a plcafant con¬ 
tinued verdure, an infurmountable difficulty ? for this is all 
that can bPfuppofed thofe mountains could then prefent, to 
obftruft thofe travellers journey, till the rains and tlie rivers, 
which fprang from the tops, had gradually waflied away all 
that mud and earth ; which could hardl) be done till feme 
centuries after. 


mrfan^ The fame may be faid, 3dly, of thofe now unpalTable 
defarts, fo dcfarts, whoff fauds muft, by their own have fub- 

foon after fided under iuch a thick cruft of the Lme myd and earth, as 
^he flood, nothing but a vaft length of time could away, or fink 
through them. If fuch, then, was the fn^iuce of the earth 
for a much longer number of years thaiilVerc fufficient for 
Noah and his colony to have reached ihr^Chlnefe territories, 


t See Ant. Hi/?, vol. xv. p. 113, & fcq. 
Judaic, vg*!. H. c. z 5 20, it Icq. 
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though they had fet out even from Armenia'% or for his de- 
Icendants to have marched from the BaSlrian hills to the 
plains of Shinaar, as Dr. Shuckford fuppofes; is it not a 
mere illufion to lay fuch pretended infurmountable obftruftions 
in their way, as were not in being till fome centuries after, 
and then reprefent fuch journies as abliird, monftrous, and 
againft the nature of things ? But, 

IX. Thi;re was ftill an eafier and fpeedier way for Noah Noah 
and his colony to have reached China, namely, by w ater^ He might get 
could not fo foon have forgot the ftrufture of the ark, which China 
had prefcrved him in a more perilous navigation; fo that, ^ 
upon his meeting, in his way from either place, either with 
the Indus, Ganges, or any other large river, which he could 
not but conclude ran ft difembogue itfelf into fome fea, or 
large refervoir, he had nothing to do but to fit out a fufficicnt 
number of veftcls for himfclf and company, and fail down 
it, and thence ftecr his coiirfe as nearly as he could eaftward, 
till fome milder climate than thofe fultry ones he had left be¬ 
hind, or the profpefl of fome pleafant and fertile ccjafts, in¬ 
vited him to the /here. He might allb proceed farther into 
the country, either by land, or by the help of fome of ^hofe 
noble rivers with which China abounds, till he met with a 
fcttlement to his liking ; the farther from his other defeend- 
ants the better, and more out of danger of their diftnrbing 
his new colony. What would almoft determine ns to conclude 
that this was the way which that patriarch took to come into 
that country, is, that the Chinefe, and their defeendants, are 
the only people in all the known world, who, in the fabri- 
cature of their trading veflels, have kept ftriftly up to the 
original model of the ark, as will be ftiewn more fully under 
a fubfeqiient article. But if the Chinefe tradition be rather 
followed, which tells us, that Fo-hi firft fettled in fome of 
the' northern provinces, which are at a great diftance from the 
fea-coafts, it will be more probable that he came thither all 
the way by land, unlefs we will fuppoi'e that he firft landed 
on fome of the fouthern coafts ; and, either for conx cniency 
or fafety, removed farther northward, till the v<ift high moun¬ 
tains which divMe that part of China from Tartary, appeared 
to him a fuffici^t barrier to feenre him, on that, from any 
invafion or diftitifiance from the other fide. 

As none of thet fuppofitions above-mentioned can appear //ow he 
otherwife than r&t^nal and feaflble (efpecially if we can, as to 
wc doubt not to to, remove all the other objecTtlons 
againft NoaFs being really cotemporary with Fo-hi, and con- 
fequently more probably the fame with him), the only diffi¬ 
culty remaioing with refpedt lo the point in hand will be, how. 

that 
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that patriarch, who muft of courfe be fuppofed to have been 
but very little acquainted with the nature, form, and fuper- 
ficies, of tiie poftdilavian world, particularly with refpeft to 
its dilFerent zones, climates, foil, air, d^c. came to Acer his 
courfe fo happily ai.d judicioufly, as to hit upon one of the 
pleafanteA and moA fertile fpots in the whole world. To 
this it may be anfwered, tliat he might acquire a great part of 
of that kno-^'legc, by obferving, as he travelled ealiward, how 
parched and barren every foil, and how fultry the climate, 
the nearer he approached to the fun, and zfice verja ; fo that 
he could not be long at a loft, how to make the beA choice. 
And as to the extraordinary fertility of the country, w e have 
already Arewn, in the geogi aphy of it, that it is more owing 
to the ingenuity and indefatigable induAry of the inhabitants, 
than to the mere natural fecundity of its foil or climate. As 
to the other part of the diAiculty, it being raifed on a wrong 
fuppofition, that the antediluvians had but a very imperfect 
knov.'legc of what we call the fphcrc, or globe, wc Aiall now, 
in the 

The ante- Tknth place, make it evidently appear, that whatever not 
dilwvians only the antient Egyptians, ChalJrans, Babylonians, &c. but 
aiders of Cbincfc, knew of aAronomy, was, for the moA part, 

ajtrojtomy. jp wholly, derived from them. Tliis being a curious point, 
which hath not hitherto been fuAicicntly cleared up, v.e Aiall 
beg our reaJei \s patience, if wc dwell a little longer upon it, 
than wc have on the former; cfpccially, as the fiirpriling liar- 
mony «uid uniformity whiih reign through the fundamentals 
of their fevcral fyAcms, will afford us a farther,, and, as we 
, think, a very convincing proof of the Chinrfc having received 

• • their own fiom no other, but the immediate hand of the patri¬ 

arch A’ca/i, after his fettling liimfelf with them in that country. 
Convey it To make this clear, we beg leave to obferve, that the 
aliir to all whole Ivafis of what the antient nations above-named compre- 
thefoftdi- bended, under the notion of aAronomy, was every-where the 
luftians. fame, not only with rcgird to fuch points as were demon- 
Arable from obfervariou and deductions, but lUccwife to many 
more, which were altogether arbitrary, and, which is Aill 
more furprifing, with reipeef to a much gniater number of 
fuch as Were imaginary, doubtful, and gryuudlefs, or ab- 
folutely ridiculous and falfe. We Aiall, fo^the fake of fuch 
of our readers .is are not fo well acqualij^d with thefe ab- 
Arufe matters, fubjoin an inAance or two Ilf each fort, in the 
fubfcqueiit note (E), by which they will eltflly perceive, how 

- early 

(El Among thofe of the firft, reckon the divilion of the hear 
or demonllrable, fort, we ip^y win into zonesj and other circles, 

the 
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early the fuperftitious and ridiculous notions of aftrology in¬ 
termixed themfelves with the more ufeful and noble 
veries in aftronomy, among all thole antient nations, how fe- 
parate and dlilaiit foever from each other. 

NlilTHEK 


the declenlion of the ecliptic, 
the diftance of the polos from 
the cQuator, the courfe of the 
fun, moon, and other planets, 
l^c.i of the fecond, or merely 
arbitrary, fort, were the divi- 
fion of the ecliptic into twelve 
figns (whence came the twelve 
months of the folar year, which 
we have formerly (hewn, from 
Mofs's account of the deluge, 
were in ufc as well before a& 
(ince that time), that of the 
ligns into degrees, and that of 
the reft of the heavens into con- 
ilellations, and others of the 
like nature. Among thofe of 
the third, or imaginary, uncer¬ 
tain, or erroneous, kind (which 
are Hill more numerous and va¬ 
rious, as fuperliition and falfe- 
hood commonly propagate far¬ 
ther and falter than truth), we 
may reckon the whole tribe of 
fupernitious rules, which make 
up the aftiological artj fuch as 
dii'iding the ecliptic into four 
triplicities, anfwerable to the 
four elements, and allowing 
three ligns to, each of them ; as, 
X, SI, and ^, to the fire ; 
y, nx, and Yf, to the earth j 
II, and 55?, to the air; and 
and the rcmaijting three to the 
water. The fligning to each 
planet a differ mt nature and 
influence, as he'., cold, moifl, 
dry, malevolent,benevolent, 
as alfo certain hos^es, or flgns, 
in which their infl||encc is more 
more or lefs ftrong and power¬ 
ful; thus, I3 , which is allowed 
the moil malign.ant of all, hath 
his night and day-houf-s, rr.d 


is reckoned ftrongeft, in Vf and 
is exalted in detriment- 
ed in fjo and 51 » which are op- 
pofite to, or half a circle of 360 
degrees diflant from, his two 
houfes above-mentioned, and 
hathiibis fall in T', oppoflte to 
the place of his exaltation ; % , 
which is allowed the moll be¬ 
nevolent of all the feven, hath 
his two houfes in J and K, is 
exalted in S, detrimented in 
n and f\Jlj and hath his fall in 
vt-; and fo of the reft; only 
with this diftcrence, that the 
fun and moon have bift one 
fign, or houfe, allotted to each 
of them, whereas the other five 
planets have each of them two. 
3dly. Of the fame uncertain or 
fabulous kinds are the different 
influences of thefe planets, ac¬ 
cording to their afpedls to, that 
is, their diflances from, each 
other i thus, a Textile, or di- 
itance of tw'o fign-', or fixty de¬ 
grees, is reckoned good ; a 
fquare, or three figr.s, bad; a 
tiine, or four ligns, bell; hnd 
an uppolition, or fix figus, worll 
of all. From thefe vaiious con¬ 
figurations of the planets, and 
the nature of the ligns they 
chance to be in, and from num- 
bcrlefs other rules of their art, 
equally uncertain, not to fay 
imaginary and fabulous, they 
pretend that all iiiblunary af¬ 
fairs are lo intirely goveined, 
riia: not only the conception, 
birth, life, death, Cjc. of every 
living creature, the production, 
growth, perleition, as-d virtues, 
of all vtgetablci-', minerals, 

bjut 
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Jtwo it Neithe^r were the former confined to a mere fpeculative 
tame to he th^y, or embraced only by a few crazy enthufiafts, but taught 
ii ^rmie t^u by the mofl: learned, encouraged by the moll powerful, men 
mittb in every kingdom, and confuited by great and ‘fmall, in the. 
ajirologi- moft important emergencies. Now there are but two ways 
calfgures. account for this general conformity, both in theory and 
praftice, as well in points of an arbitrary, uncertain, and fal¬ 
lacious, as in thofe of a more certain and demonftrable, na¬ 
ture ; viz. either by fuppofing, with feverai learned men, that 
Adam was created with a perfect knowlege of the nature, 
courfes, and influence, of the heavenly bodies, and tranf- 
mitted it to his pofterity, by whom it was, in proccfs of time, 
corrupted with an intermixture of the allrological and fuper- 
ftitious notions mentioned in the laft note; oj- elfe, that his 
defcendants acquired it, by the help of thofe frequent obfer- 
vations, which their longevity, fcrener atmofphcre, and other 
advantages, they then enjoyed, enabled them to make, till, 
in procefs of time, their degeneracy, and natural propcnfity 
of prying into futurity, funk them into all the aArological fu- 
perftitions we have been fpeaking of. 

BothJIonx)- the reader then fuppofe which of the two cafes he will, 

edfrom the he muft be Hill forced to conclude, that the aftronomical fciences, 
oU to the as well as the aftrological fuperAitions built upon it, muft have 
nenu immediately flowed from the old into the new world: for, 
•world. ^Jiad thofe two fyftems been the produft of the poftdiluvian 
world, they muft have been both completed, either before 
the general difperfion, or fince. The former is altogether 
incompatible with their condition fo foon after the deluge, 
that is with the fmallnefs of their number, the fhortnefs of 


the time, their frequent migrations, and the few opportuni¬ 
ties they had of making fo many exaft obfervations on the hea¬ 
venly bodies, under fuch difad vantages. 

Neither can it poflibly be fuppofed to have been done 
after the difperfion ; for then, inftead of that furprifing con¬ 
formity, which we obferve to have reigned among all their 
fyftems, as well of aftrology as aftronomy, we llionld have 
met with nothing but the wideft difference betvyecn them ; at 
leaft, this muft have been the cafe among na'ions fo vaftly 

blit the rife and fill, good or and foretold ^ that pretended 
or ill fate of empires and conn- art, in whicljfthe aftrologcrs of 
trie'j, good and bad leafons, all nations fwliowed almoft the 
wars, pcllilence, drought, fa- very fame n»es; and, from all 
mine, and, in a word, all the which, we cannot but of conrfe 


goovl i.nd il which happen in conclude, that they mufl. all 
this world, is in^iicly owing to have received them from the 
them, and may be foicfcen, felf-fame hands. 


diftant 
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dillant from each other, with regard to the arbitrary pdints, 
and all the imaginary and gronndlefs parts of their fe^ral*- 
aftrolc^ical fyftems, whatever agreement there might be in ' ■ 

thofc more demonftrable ones of their aftrojiomy. And as 
'for the Chinefcy as they were the moft diftant fiom, as well 
as leaft: converfant with, the reft, theymuft, ofcourfe, have 
differed more widely from them ail; whereas, by all that we 
can judge from their antient writings, either in the aftrono- 
mied or aftrological way, they plainly appear to agree with 
them in all the fundamental rules of both, whether of 
theory or prafticc. From all which, we may fairly conclude, The Chi- 
that they, as w’ell as the reft of the eaftern nations, muft nefe ry- 
have received them from Noah and his three fons, fome time cei^ved 
before either he feparated hirafeli from them, to go eaftward, theirs from 
or they were difperfed trom one another. But how incon- Noah, 
ftftent this is with ihccuntrary fuppofirion, of China not being 
peopled till Ibme i<jng fe: ies ol y-iars, or lather ages, after the 
flood, let the reader judge. 

How the aflrological came fo foon to in'ermix iifelf with The fow 
the aftronomital part, we lhall endeavour to account f%r in aKdftnall 
the lequel; but, with relation to the latter, we beg leave to P’^ogrefs of 
add, that nothing can more plainly evince their having re- 
ceived it from the antediluvians, than the lilde progrefs and 
improvements they made in it afterwards : for, evan it be*^ ‘ 
imagined, that the few men who were then in the world, by 
the mere ftrength of their genius, and by the help of the few 
oceafional obfervations they made within tl.e fhort fracc, 
which clapfcd from the flood to the general d it per f ion, could 
be able to compile fo exaft and excellent a lyJlcm (d the 
heavenly bodies, and yet not be al le, in a miuli gi cater num¬ 
ber of ages, to raife it to any higher j-Hirfectioji ? And yet 
nothing more clearly cleinonftralcs this, than the great ig¬ 
norance we find all thofe nations in, till we come to the time 


of xht Greeks and Rmians, cojic'cj ning thccaufe, and method 
of calculating, of eclipics, and the jejune hypothclis of epi¬ 
cycles, by which they pretended to lolvc the fv.ift and (low, 
the ftationary a\d retrograde, courfes, which they obferved 
the inferior plai “ts to mo\c in; which epicycles, however 
ftrange and irregi^’ar, did yet pads current among all the old 
aftronomers, till v'thin thde two centuries, vrhea the 6b/w- 
nican fyftem opcnec‘| their eyes to ? more Kitislaflvu-y iblation 
of that, and other i^uzziiug phajnomena, of the Ptolemaic. 

Tme reafon of this univerfal ncglet^-of tdlronomy, appears The chief 
plainly to be their fondnefs for aitrology; and j]u»t thew caujeof ti. 
learned only ftudied the former, for the fake of litvinr;: deepc;, or, 
at leaft, of being thought fo to*do, into the pictciid:-.! nyircries 

of 
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of the latter; and/as this was theoioftencouraged, and 
p fought after by the great ones, and, of courfc, the mojd gain¬ 
ful to the proteiTors, it is no wonder they fliould negleft the 
other, though the more noble and ufefiil, for the fake of 
^heheajied UtiSX. Chinefct equally wrapped up with the famefu-* 

fiill 9 f the perdition, arc the only antient nation that pretends to have 
Chinefe made any confiderable improvements in it, and to have found 
nncertain, art of calculating eclipfes, from the earliclt times; 

and yet we have fufficiently fticwn, in a former feftion, that 
Conjifted all this boafted (kill confided rather in a diligent and curious 
rather in obfervation, and recording of thefe, and other heavenly 
thferving phsenomena, than in foretelling them. In the former, no 
than in nation was more careful and exaft; but that their (kill fell 
ealeulate- icfpeft to the latter, plainly appears from their 

being wholly ignorant of the above-mentioned irregularity of 
the motion of the inferior planets; infomuch, that they never 
took any notice of it, much Icfs did they ever attempt to ac¬ 
count for it, either by the fuppofition of epicycles, or by any 
other way, till the whole matter w'as unravelled to them by 
nine. European miflionaries 

The fum and fubdance of what hath been faid, under tliis 
tenth head, is briefly this: 

1, That the exafl: harmony which we have obferved to 
reign between the aflronomy and aflrology of the Chinefe, 
and that of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and other antient and 
far didant nations, from them, not only in demondralle, but 
in arbitrary, uncertain, imaginary, and erroneous, points, is 
an evident proof of its being derived to them all from Noah, 
and his three fons, as it was to thefe from the antediluvian 
world. 

Antediln- 2. That all this great variety, both of true adroaomical 
<uians had knowlege, and of adrological fnperdition, could neither be 
fmefort of preferved by mere drength of memory, nor conveyed by bare 
•wn 4 trg. Qi al ti'adition (F), but plainly fuppofes thole antediluvians to 

have 

™ Sec Father Gaubil’s Remarks in Du|Halde, Engl, 
part ii. p. 129. 

(F) It is, iiulet'd, hardly to all the othe^onftellations,with- 
be fuppoied, tli.it they could out fome fif h method as we are 
prefc ve, .much Icfb convey, the fpeaUing (n ; cfpecially, if we 
ideas of fuch a great number of take in thtlnanies, nature, mag- 
circles, line--, ii,c. as compofe nUude, fituation, diftance, 
the celeibai ipli ie, tooerher ot thofe fixed ftars that compofe 
with the fiy.i,'ui to. .otlnc, .mJ taciiconllellation. Withrefptft 
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have had fome better helps, whether by painting, delineating, 
engraving, cutting in wood, ftone, or metal, or by fome other 
way, near equivalent to our writing or printing. The age 
of the world, and the longevity, vigour, and other ad* 
vantages mankind then enjoyed, will not permit us to doubt 
of their being capable of making fome fuch inconfidcrable ' 
difeovery, for preferviug and communicating their knowiegc^ 
and the plainnei's and limplicity of the original Chinefe cha- 
radters ", which they boalt to have received from their 
founder, makes it h^hly probable, that the art of writing 
was at lead brought to that low pitch about the time of the 
deluge. If ib, then it will as probaby follow, that Noah^ ^he hejl 
who had lived to fee the greateft improvements made either 
in that, or any other branch of learning, fpent fome time in 
that long too years warning, which God had given him of Noah, 
the approaching deluge, in colledting and fccuring the beft of 
thefe monuments, for his own and his poIlerity’S ufs and 
inftrudfion, and eftecmt.d them as the moil valuable relics of 
the old world. 

Accordingi y, wc arc told, by Jofcphitt *, that SetB firil 
began to reikicc aibonomy into a regular fyftem, which Ws 
gradually imjjroved by his defeendants, down to the time of 
the deluge; which they might the more eafily do, confidering 
their extraordinai y l<)iige\ity, pailoral life, ferene Iky, and 
other advantages, already named. Noahy who was heir to 
all their difeoveries, and, without doubt, added many con- 

" See them deferibeJ in Ant. Mift. vol. xx. p. 133. Jo- 
SETHCS Antiq. 1 1. c. 3. & fcq. 


to thefe lafl, v.e .arc tcid '(>), 
that fome antient f' '■'v;,'/ , m> *ps 
exhibit a numlr'i of them ; 
which, though shilblc to 
the naked eye, are ut found in 
their proper places (allowing 
for their progreflive notion), 
by the help ol a r^ood tclcfcopc, 
an inftrumerii wiiich doth not 
appear to have biftrn known in 
Ch'fia before ihc c 'vning of the 
Burofean mifiion.nip>'> thither. 
]?ut whether thefe ftars weie 
difeovered by the nntedili'.vians, 
who, probably, enjoyed a bet¬ 
ter fight,and, doubliefs, a clearer 

^6) Vi if Father Krphr op, Du ','eiJe, 
ap. eumi, ih'd. />, j 

Mow. UlST. VOL. VHI- 


atmofphere, or whether, lince 
the Hood, by ^y other inllra- 
rnchts unknown to us, is not in 
our power to divine. We are 
indeed told, by Died. Sicutusy 
on the authority Xify Hecatfus, 
that the antient druids made 
ufe of fome fuch inflruments , 
by which they could draw the 
moon fo near, that they could 
peiceive feas, mountains, 
in it. But if the Chinefe had ever 
any of that kind, they have 
fince quite loA all remembrance 
of them (7). 


. Ti 1 . ii. p. ^30. 

r 


(7) Ftf/iftr 

fiJeiable 
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fidcrtble ones of his own, all which he took care to commii- 
skate to his three fons, is, on that account, rightly Tuppoiedl 
to be the Atlas of the heathen writers. His defendants fo 
far imitated his example, as to be able to make fome very 
confiderable obfervatlons on the planetary fyilem; particu¬ 
larly, that remarkable one which is recorded by thofe two ce¬ 
lebrated aftronomers of antiqiuity, Adnijius Cyzicenus and 
Dio, NeapoliteSy to have happened in the planet VemSy in the 
reign of Ogygesy when that luminous planet was obferved to 
have received a very great change in its courfe, magnitude, 
colour, figure, (br. I'his fingular phaenomenon is likewife 
^ntioned by Cajlory and from him by Varro, and from them 
by St. Augiifiin t* It is true, none of the afore-mentioned 
authors tell us in which of the Ogygcs's reigns it happened; 
but it is commonly fuppofed to have been that who is fur- 
pamed PrifeuSy and is reckoned to be the fame with the Pa¬ 
triarch Noah ; and that this wonderful change was occafioned 
by the vicinity of that planet to the earth, at the time of the 
general deluge %; which is highly probable, coniidering, that 
ihe is nearefi of all the fcveii to the earth, except the moon ; 
arifl that, during the ten months in which the waters pre¬ 
vailed on the globe’s furface, fhe came at lead three times to her 
apogee, or greateft nearnefs to it; fo that it can hardly be fup- 
pof<^, but that flic muft have received fome very confiderable 
change, or imprellion, from the vad atmofpheie of fluid that 
then furrounded it on all fidcs, and much more fo dill, as often 
as die came in conjunction with the moon. Which being granted, 
doth plainly diew, not only how foon after the flood they be¬ 
gan to make fuch curious obfervations on the planetary fydem, 
but likewife that they mud have received the theory of them 
much earlier, viz. from the antediluvians, otherwife they 
could never have taken notice of this furpriiing diangc, in lb 
many particulars as arc above-mentioned. Origen accordingly 
tells us, that there had been I'ound in Arabia Felix foveral 
manufeript copies, modly treating of adronomy, which were 
univerfully allowed to have been traufmitted to the new W'orld 
by Noah ; and Tertulliany who hwid fecn, a/nti read, fome of 
them, aflfures us, that they were written on that fubjeft; 
though, as we may probably fuppofe, not without fome m- 
, termixiure of the then reigning adroio[,ical duff, folded in 
by the tranferibers of them. , ’ 

Hence thole who kept clofe to, and were mod converfant 
with, that patriarch, mud, of courle, have received a double 

t Augustin. Civit. Dei, 1. 21 . c. 8. J See Burnet's 
Theory, Warren’s Geologia, al. 


advantage 
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advantage by it,, above thofe that difperfed theftifelvis from 
him; for, in the firft place, though it be reafonabie to fup- 
pofe, that he imparted his knowlege to them all alike, yet 
the latter being forced, after the dilperfion, to fufpend that 
ftudy whilft they went in fearch of new fettlements, and foon 
after that in the purfuit of their frequent wars againft each 
other, that fcience muft have fulTered no fmall decay; where- The great 
as the former, whom we llyle Noah's eaftern colony, had not «^antege 
only the conftant ufe of his valuable records, but likewife 
the benefit of his expofitions and lectures, both during their , 

pregrination, and after their fettlemcnt in China ; fo that 
is no wonder that they ftiould make fo much earlier a progrefs ■ 
in it than the reft of the world : and accordingly the Chinefe 
annals tell us that fc-hi laid the firft foundation of that, a^ 
otlier arts and fciences, and that his four or five immediate 
fucceflbrs (G) brought them gradually to the perfeftion they 
were raifed to afterwards ®, till the arrival of the Europeanf 
among them. 

But, 2dly, there was ftill a much greater advantagewhicli 
they reaped from the lefibns and example of the good o|d 
patriarch above all his other defcendants, namely, that it pre- 
ferved them from falling into the horrid idolatries which tire 
^eft gradually funk into ; for though, like all other antient 
nations, the Chinefe afcribed fome particular influences to the 
heavenly bodiesi to which all fublunary things were in fome 
meafure fiibjeft (H); yet neither they, nor their defcendants^ 
cm degenerated fo far as to worfliip them, till after feveral 

CCEfc- 

\ 

* See their feveral reigns in Martini, Dv Halds, and 
others. 


(G) Thefe five laft we fhall 
prove in the fequel on the au¬ 
thority of our Hehre^v chrono- 
log)i, to have been cocemporary 
with Abrahatn, I/aac, facob, 
Amram^ Levi^ andVl/iy^J. 

(H) What is ftill' more fur- 
prifing is, that they, as well as 
all the other antient. nations, 
fllhuld fo unanimoufly agree in 
aferibing fuch particular influ¬ 
ences to the very conttellations, 
which, being no other than a 
tolluvics of fixed liars of difier- 
fnt natures, magnitudes, di- 


ftances.fffe, circumfcrlbed with¬ 
in certain limits or lines, fo as to 
reprefen t in fome meafure the 
creatures whofe names they 
bear, can, at beft, be fuppofed, 
when thus arbitrarily joined in¬ 
to one fign or figure, to acquire 
a new virtue, in the fame man¬ 
ner as a certain quantity of me¬ 
dicinal drugs of various natures 
do, when jumbled together in 
one compound: and yet we find 
this unaccountable influence not 
only acknowleged by all the 
antient aftronomers, but even 
• y I taken 
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centuries, that is, till 64 years after Chrifl, when the accurfed 
herefy of Fa was accidentally brouolit thither from India, and 
with it an inundation of the moil abominable idolatries, but 
which are neverthelefs Jicld in the greatell abhorrence to this 
very time by all their philolophers, literati, and better fort of 
people. 

From what hath been obferved uirdc-r the lajfl: article, one 
may be enabled to make a probable c<ji)je(!tiire at the nature 
of, the epidemical fiii which occalloncil the deftru^tion ot the 
old, and the fo fpeedy difperlion of the new, race of man¬ 
kind. The former, u e have ihewn, were infected with the 
abfurd notion of the heavenly bodies having a conllderable 
influence over all fublunary events : from this they might gra¬ 
dually degenerate into that of their being the only clire«flors 


taken particular notice of in the 
book of Job (8), where the Al¬ 
mighty being introduced, by the 
infpired writer, as making ex- 
prefs ment'.on of their virtues, 
would incline a ferious perfon 
to think that notion better foun¬ 
ded, than the almoft infinite di- 
ftance of thofe bodies fcenis to 
admit of. 

The words of our vcrfion, 
though ftiort of the energy of 
the original, run thus : Ccfiiji 
thou hind (prevent, or rcftraiu) 
th'/iveet infiUtiici' oj i'Z’rPlcjades, 
tir Ift hofe the h.nuU of Orion ? 
V.anfi then brih^ fi ■•th Mazxaroth 
in his fenfon, or ;\>n<u Ardlurus, 
n<'ith his fOHS f' Ki.ui.':eft thou the 
ordinances of hea’iscn, or ho=\u to 
appoint them thdr dominion onjcr 
the carth'P How far our ver- 
flon hath hit the right names of 
thefe compilations, is out of 
our province to inquire ; the 
reader may confult the com¬ 
mentators about it, and more 
particularly the curious cliiiena- 
tion publlll.ed by the learned 
Mr. r.cfer, of Okford, on that 
fubjedt. It ia enough for us 
That the Hibrc~r' words C.hcxid, 
Hat, kc. are agreed 

;S . Cl. xxxvi'i. 


to fignify fonie certainconftella- 
tions; and that the terms of 
binding, loofing, (ffc. imply 
fonie kind of peculiar virtue or 
influence belonging to them, by 
the appcintmbnt of their all- 
wife C reator. And thus far all 
nations might agree in general; 
but that they Ihould all be fo 
unanimous in afligning to each 
its proper influence, can hardly 
be otherwife accounted for, than 
by fuppofing that they all le- 
ceived the fame theory from one 
perfon, that is, from Noah. In 
which cafe it will be equally 
difficult to conceive how the 
Chih.fc, the moft remote from, 
and unacquainted with, the reft 
of the world, fliould retain fo- 
great a fliare of it in common 
with them, if not led and fettled 
there under him. Had their 
country been peopled by the 
fame latter ^olonies that peopled 
north■ call/rtz-rrirr, they would 
have becR quite as ignorant of 
aftrononty and other fciences as 
they, inllead of cultivating and 
improving, as they did, from 
the beginning of their mon- 
arcliy. 

31, m ptf. 
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and governors of this low er world, and confequently the only 
objects of their worlhip ; than which notion, notliing could 
be more capable ot linking them into that univerfal corrup¬ 
tion-and degeneracy, in which the deluge overtook thcmi’. 

\Vc muft, howe\er, here except the i ighteous line of Seth, Preferred 
among whom alone the tiuc religion, that is, the belief from fink* 
an over-ruling Pro’» idence, was lliil prefervccl ; the lall of 
whom were Ncab and his fons, who were on that account 
referved to renlt’iiilh the new world with a more hopeful 
progeny. However, it but too plainly appears, that thefe ^beoldfif 
three Liil w ere not all pjileCtK cured, by that fevere punilh- 
ment, from the antcliluvian contagion, lince it fo quickly 
raged atrelh, and infefted tire greateft part of this new off- 
fpring in lefs than feventy years after the flood : for what 
elfe could they mean by building Inch a monftrous high tower, * 
but to fecure themfclves againll a fecond deluge ? and what 
Ihould put fuch a v\'ild and impious notion into their heads, 
but a firm perfuafion, agieeable to the antediluvian belief 
above-mentioned, that, as rlie firft w'as caufed by the power 
and influence of the flirs and planets in fome certain configu¬ 
ration, fo the fame miglit again, or w'ould mofl likely, hap¬ 
pen w'hencver thefe heavenly bodies came to meet again in 
the fame pofiuont. It is true, they had an exprefs promife 
and affuiance to the contrary from God himfelf^; and no 
doubt the good old patriarch look care to urge that, and all 
Other proper topics, to deter them from that wicked enter- 
prife ; but the caiaflrophe lliews how little regard they paid 
to either, or c\ en io the pnnifhment that foclofely followed 
their rei)cllion, I’eeing they had not been long dl^perfed from 
one another, before w'c find them all alike immerfed in the old 
Idolatry, and the worfhipping of the fun, moon, and flars, and 
all the hoffs of heaven, wdiillf even the bare notion of an 


over-ruling Pro\idenee I'eems to have been quite extinguifhed 
among them. 

XI. Tins confideratlon affords us another probable argu- ^bi- 
ment of Noah being the Ch'mcje Fo-bi, and planting his colony 
there ; namely, th^ juft and conftant idea which that nation 
hath religioufly preferved, not only daring a long feries of “ 

ages, but doth ftill to this day among their philofophers and 
better fort of people, of a divine over-ruling Power, who 
directs and governs all things, knows the fecrcts of all hearts, 
and to whom .all men are accountable for their thoughts, 
words, and a<fiions Had China been peopled by Tubal, 


p Vid. Genef. vi. 5. I See JosEriius Ant. lib. I. 

c. s Genef. ix. 8—13. See their Shu-king, 

Ci^.M-ucius’s r.lorals, and other ph^ofophicaJ works. 

y 3 Mejheeb^ 
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fAeJhec^, or any qi^er remote defcendants from we 

{honld have found them, like ail the reft, immerfed in idola¬ 
try, and worftiipping the whole ftarry .and planetary tribe, 
under the names of Baal^ AJlartCy Milkom, Chcmofbt Dagon, 
and fuch-like, without the leaft notion of a fupei ior power 
over-ruling them. Even the very heads of the line of Shem 
were fo tainted with the fame idolatrous infc6lion, that it 
was the very reafon why God called Abraham from among 
them, when he made choice of him to be the reftorer of his 
And other true religion and worfliip': whereas the Chinefe appear to 
fartsofthe have retained, from the carlicft times of their monarchy, the 
antient re- fublimcft ideas of, and deepeft regard to, the divine and 
lifion and over-ruliiig Lord of heaven, not only from their Sbii-kingt 
and other canonical books, bat from the conftant and regular 
facrifices which they offered up to him at all proper fcafons, 
and the folemn manner in which it was performed ; infomuch 
that no perfou, however great, wife, or good, was deemed 
worthy to perform the prieftly funflion, but the emperor him- 
felf, as we have elfewherc fliewii f. 

« To this we may add another equally antient and laudable 
cuftom of theirs in all public calamities, fuch as civil wars, 
peftilence, famine, great droughts, drr. of appljing thera- 
- ielves in the humbleft manner to the Supi eme Being alone for 

relief; and returning their moll folemn dunks to him alone, 
IS foon as they had obtained it (I). How oppofite was this 

to 


» Sec Genef. xiii. & f»q, Jolh 
]p. 157. Scealfovol. v. p. 32, 

(I) We find accordingly, in 
the Chinefe annals, many Angu¬ 
lar ixxilaDceb of their pious an- 
tient monarchs, who, in all fuch 
public calamities, went at the 
head of a numerous court, all 
dreffed, as-well as themfelves, 
- in the meaneft garb, and other 
marks of the deepeft humility 
and repentance, to mtreat the 
Lord of heaven to divert his 
juft judgments from them; and 
here the good monarchs, ad- 
^reffing themfelves to that Su¬ 
preme Being in the molt hum¬ 
ble and pathetic terms, earneftly 
befought him, tha^ if his anger 


. xxiv. 2. t See before, 

ii alib. pair. 

and jullice could not be others 
wife appeafed, he would let the 
effefls thereof fall upon them 
alone ; and that their lives 
might be accepted by him, as a 
propitiatory facrifice for the reft 
of the nation. The blefiing, 
once obtaified, was celebrated 
with public and folemn thanks; 
to which thofe princes 
vaft donatives, and other im¬ 
munities, to the poorer fort of 
their fubjefts, efpeciaHy to 
provinces as had been the great- 
eft fufferers. We lhall have oc- 
cafton, in the fequel of this 
hiftory, to give fome remarka¬ 
ble 
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to the ptafHce of ail other nations, who, upon all fuckocca* 
ikins, ufed to celebrate folemn fefti^'als to their i^fe deities, 
carry their images about in folemn procefitons, and afcribed 
the glory of all their bleiEngs and deliverances to them ! 

It mu ft be owned, indeed, that the Chinefe were infe^ed, Their ^ 
like all the reft of Noah's pofterity, with the fuperftitious tralogy did 
contagion of the ftarry influence over all fublunary bodies, not exclude 
and from the earlieft times dircdled moft of their aftronomical *** 
fjbfervations to that end : but there was ftill this difference 
between them, that whereas the other nations believed thofe 
heavenly bodies to be free and powerful agents, and applied 
to them as to the foie direfters of all fublunary events, the 
Chinefe looked upon them only as neceffary agents, whofe 
power and influence wereimprefled upon them by an almighty 
hand, who had ftill the fupreme rule and government over 
them, and, as fuch, adJrefled themfelves to him in all great 
emergencies, without the leaft regard to any of the ftarry 
tribe, which they believed to be no other than inftruments in 
his over-ruling hands*. But how they came to judge and 
diftingnlfh fo jnftly of both, above all other nations, will«be 
diflicult to account for, unlefs we afcril>e it to the Angular 
care which their good old patriarch muft be fuppofed to have 
taken to forewarn them againft that dangerous error, which 
he fo well knew had been the main caufe of the deftruftion of 
the old world, and of the fatal degeneracy of the new, and 
the chief motive of his withdrawing himfelf fo far from 
diem (K). 

XIII. This 


* See their Shu-king, and other canonical\ooks. 


Ble inftances of this Angular 
piety, in which thofe monarchs, 
aa high-priefts of the whole na¬ 
tion, feem to have acted fo very 
conformably to the office of the 
fhcrificature, both before and 
under the Jemijh law, that we 
could not forbear taking parti¬ 
cular notice of it. 

(jKiy If it fbould be afked, 
how fo wife and good a man as 
he eould^fafler this favourite co¬ 
lony to intermix ftill with fuch 
foblime and juft notions of the 


Supreme Being, fo much of the 
aftrological fuperftition, and did 
not rather endeavour to extir¬ 
pate all the remains of that old 
antediluvian leaven P it may be 
anfwered, either that the notion 
of the influence of the ftars on 
this lower world might not ap¬ 
pear to him fo falfe, abfurd, and 
ill-grounded, as it is now com- 
monlyjudged*,noria any other 
way dangerous, than as it ex- 
cloded the belief of an over¬ 
ruling Providence, which laft; 


* Seebeftrtf flerr(H), ut Jsb xxxvui. 31. Jui^* v. lo. & elib, paff. 
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XII. This laft confideratioii naturally leads us to a aew 
and no lefs probable argument in favour of our hypothelis; 
namely, the excellency of the religion, laws, government, 
policy, morality, philpfophy, 6^. of the Chinefey above all 
other anticnt nations, even thofe which are allowed the moft 
learned and polite ; and coiifequently C'ery v/ay worthy of fo 
divine a patriarch and lawgiver. This is indeed a point we 
could with pleafure dwell loiiger upon, had it not been al¬ 
ready fo learnedly difpl i3'cd h/ nv.uh better pens, that it is 
now univerlally allowed by all Jiv'es ; but, on that account, 
vve fliall content ouifelves with rcfei’iiiig our readers to the 
fliort iketch we have formerly given of them and fliall only 
add here a rcniaik or two fioiri tlic whole, which will fUU 
farther confirm it. 

. First, then, it is well worili obfci ving, that, among the 
, fublime ideas which their canonical LvH)ks give us of the Deity, 
beyond w^hat is to be met \\Ith in the tlioology of other an- 
tient nations, it mentions, in particular, the i are which the 
Divine Providence lakes to fou waii' mankind by figns, pro¬ 
digies, and other awakening inetiiod ., of the impending judg¬ 
ments which arc going to iall upon them, in order to excite 
them to avert the di'.inc vcngcau-cc- b\’ ail proper afls of re- 
rcpciitancc *; which excellent notion, taken in its full extent, 

“ See Ant. ITi'l. vob i. p, 261, fuq. vol. x.v. p. 124, & 
feq. * See their Shu kin^, and other canonical books. 

he doubtlcfi. wm.s caicfulto pre- to the inventers of it (the ho- 
vent both by his lellbns and ex- nour oF it being generally given 
ample; or elle it may be rea- to the E^yptiurn, Chaldeans, Ba- 
fonably enough funpoled, that hloniavs, &c, and by few, if 
fnmeof the feeds of tnat hiper-. any, to the antediluvians) ; or, 
liitious notion niiglit he pri- fecondly, with regard to the 
vately prelervcd by fome of his Clnnefe, fo far as they haveex- 
people, and luifcied to fpread celled all other antient nations 
itfelf by degrees amonglt the in cultivating and improving it ; 
reft, unknown to him, or per- nor, laftly, with rcfpcdl to the 
haps, more likely, againft all proofswhichmightbe, and which 
his endeavours to fupprefs it; wc hope we have, adually 
fo bewitching was that belief, drawn from its univerfal con* 
and fti l is among the greateft formity, of being the C^i* 
part of the world. nefe Fo hi ; which we therefore 

We have dwelt fopiewhatthe flatter ourfelvcs will be a foffi- 
longcr on this fubjcdl of the ciente.xcufe for the extraordi- 
aftronomy and aftroiogy of the nary length of this article ; we 
antients, as it is a point which fliall endeavour to be more fuc« 
hath been but fiightly, if at all, cincl in thofe that follow, 
confidcred, cither w’ith refpeft^ 
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'■ can hardly be fuppofcd to have flowed from any other fource 
than from the threatnings, warnings, and dreadful omens, 
which the good old patriai'ch had been a mournful witnefs to, 
during more than a whole century before the flood : for, tho’ 
otha' heathenifti nations not only looked upon all luch diie 

' prodigies, but even upon every uncommon phaenoineiion, to 
be the forerunners of fome public calamities, yet it doth not 
appear that they looked upon the former fts dired^teJ by the 
divine goodncls to forewarn mankind againft the danger of the 
latter : much lefs did they entertain any notion of repentance 
being the only eflediul means to avoid it; chufing rather to 
have rtvoujfe to fuch horrid rites and facrifices, as were 



more likely to haften than inert the impending judgment. 

Si'XONDi.Y, Wefind that they had, among their moft va¬ 
luable records, fome fjgnal prophecies of the Mefliah’s being 
to ajipear in human flelh in Ibmc of the vt'e/lern parts of the 
world ; and which were fo plainly underflood, fo firmly be¬ 
lieved, and fo rellgioully preferved, that their great philofo- 
jphfiT Confuciusf who lived near 500 years before our Saviour, 
could point out the very year of their cycle, or fexageuary, 
in which he was to be born. And we arc farther affured. 


Propbeciet 
of the com- 
of the 
MrJ/iab ; 
and of the 
•virv year 
of hi. 
pcariu^ 


that in that very year, which was tliat in which the world’s 
Redeemer was born, the then reigning emperor Ngai (which 
name fignlfies viftorious) exchanged it for that of 
^eacifuly or ficific ^; from which we may rcafonably infer, 
that they mufl have likewife had fome clear notion of the cha- 
raftcr, and peaceable leign, of that divine peribn; and it 
was from a firm perfuafion of this prophecy that the philofo- 
pher above-mentioned ufed to comfort himfclf with the 
thoughts that the Hoi -one, hs he ftylcd him, was to come 
from, or to appear in, the weft But how the Chinefc, of 
all the defendants of Noah, came to preferve fiich lively 
traces of the promifed Mefllah, when all the reft, and even 
the family of Shem, of whom he was to be born, hardly 
retained any notion, till he was more clearly revealed to Abra¬ 
ham and his pofterity, can no otherwife be accounted for, than 
by fuppofing that Noah left fome authentic records of it 
among them, and that Confucius had been fufficiently conver- 
fant with them as to be able to find out the year in which he 
was to be born, and the part of the world where he was to 
make his appearance. If it be afleed, how even Noah could 
fo exaftly know the time of his birth, whilft the latter Jews, 
who had much clearer revelations concerning it, and we may 


7 Martini Hift. Sinic. lib. iv. p. 149. x. p. ult. * Ibid. 
Vid. ^Kercher, Le Compte, Du Haloe, k al.; 
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add the Chriftians too, are at fuch variance abont it ? The an- 
fwer is eafy, there being a conftaiit tradition in AbaA’s family, 
as well before as after the Hood, that Chrift was to be born 
either at the very clofe of the fourth, or the entrance of the 
fifth, millenary (L); fo that the difficnlty among the Chrif- 
tians and Jevjs^ about fettling that remarkable period, pro¬ 
ceeds merely from the difference of their chronologies witlj 
refpeff to the age of the world, of which we ha\'e given an 
ample fpccimen at the beginning of our antient hiftory f. 
If, therefore, the Chinefe could fo exaftly point out that re¬ 
markable epocha, and fix the end of the fourth millenary fo 
rightly, all that can be infen*ed from it is, that they have pre- 
ferved their records more carefully, and in greater purity, at 
leaft from the creation to the birth of Chrift, than any other 
nation we k^ow of, whatever corruption they may have been 
fuffered fince to undergo, either to make them tally more exadlly 
with the feptuagint chronology, or to give the Chinefe nation 
a greater antiquity : for it is hardly to be fuppofed theycould 
have any other rule to fix that epocha by, but the tradition 
in that patriarch’s family, of Chrift appearing in our flefti at 
the erfd of the fourth millenary; and fince, as it plainly ap¬ 
pears that he was born cxaflly at that year, according to 
our Hebrew chronology ; and that, in the very fame year, the 
then reigning monarch did, out of regard to his charafler, 
exchange his name of viftorious into that of pacific; we can¬ 
not but look upon this as a ftrong prefumption that Chinefe 
chronology would be found more exafl, and agreeable to our 
Hebrew^ if it had not been lengthened and disfigured, to 
anfwer fome of the finiftcr ends above-mentioned. This is 
not, however, the only proof we have to offer on that head, 

t See before. Ant. Hid. vol. i. p. 142, Sc feq. 

(L) This tradition, which is law, aooo under the law, and 
aftrmed by the Jews to be as 2000 under the Meffiah, after 
anfient as the promise made to which was to hollow his glo- 
Jldam after the fall (9), is foun- rious and univerfal reign of 
dedon the creation being findh- 1000 years, ftyl^ by th^ the 
cd in fix days, and God refiing great fabbath, and by the Chrir 
on tbe feventh ; from which, Sians the millennium, of which 
computing a day for a thouland we have given an account in the 
years (Ioh.they concluded that antient hiftory of the Jew 
rile world would laft 7000 (11). 
years, that is, 2000 before the 

fe) HL IS* (lo) ^ee it, Peter e, ultm wf, t, (Si) See 

/.n', liiji, f, 39* 

though 
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though the propereft place in which it could be meatIcKied. 

The remainder, which we hope will be allowed of much 
greater weight and authority, will be better referved fta a 
fubfequcnt article; in which we fliall difplay fnch farther har¬ 
mony between the Cbincfc and Hebrew chronology, from fotne 
authentic fafls recorded in both,, as will at once make them 
reflefl a mutual and. furprifing evidence 011 each other, dif- 
cover the fallacy of the pretended Chinefe antiquity, and of 
its boafted agreement with the feptuagint, and enable us to 
fix the beginning of their monarchy upon a more rational and 
authentic foundation than any hitherto extant. 

But, before we difmifs the topic of their excellent reli- 77 «> rr/i- 
gion, laws, ifc. we beg leave to obferve how inconfiftent the « 
fuppofition of its having been founded by fome of the more P^°°f 
remote defeendants of Noah muft appear, to any unbiafled 
readei', with that puiity of their antient worlhip and doc- 
trine, which difplayed itfelf fo wonderfully from the earliefi 
times, whilfV all other nations were funk into the loweft 
kind of idolatry, the moft unnatural and inhuman rites, and 
fcarcely retained the leaft awe or notion of a fupreme and 
over-ruling power. If Noah muft not be allowed fo have 
gone into Chinaj but to have fettled any-where elfc amongft 
his other defeendants, how comes it that neither the excel¬ 
lency of his do<ftrine as a preacher of righteoufnefs, nor his 
authority as their common parent, could preferve them from 
the general corruption and degeneracy in theory and praftice ? 

And how can a few late ftragglers, who, by gradual and long- 
continued migrations, fearched for new fettlements, be fup- 
pofed to have been the only ones who preferved their faith 
and manners fo long incorrupt, and lived^in a manner the 
moft agreeable to all the precepts and example that fuch an 
holy patriarch could have given them, had they been under 
his immediate care and government * ? Is it not more rational 
to think that they received their religion, laws, philofophy, 
morality, learning, and way of life, from him; and that it 
was their dee}) regard to his authority that influenced this 
people to otj^erve them with that conftant tenacioufnefs, which 
they have ever Ilnce maintained ? whilft all his other delcend- 
ants (the Egyptians, Babyloniansy Chaldeans, Celtes, Scythi- 
ansy &c. down to the Greeks and Eomans)y chuiingrather to 
be guided by what they called the light, though too oft^ 

* Dekoc, vid. Trigt.aud Chr. exped, ap. Sin. lib. i. Smcb. 

Relig. Sinar. p. 1. c. 18. Nieuhoff AmbalT. partii. Purch. 

Pilgrim, lib. iv. & alib. Ksrcher Sin- llluft. Martini, Ls 
C oiifTE, Du Halde, M^agaelan, fiial. fup. ciut. 


more 
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more truly the corrupt appetites, of nature, than by his 
excellent maxims and authority, giadually funk into the moft 
extravagant follies, monlfrous impieties, and inhuman rites 
and fnperftitions, as every reader may fee by the account we 
have formerly given of the religion and cuftoms of thofe an- 
tient nations, in each of their iefpe< 5 tive hiftorics: but it is 
time now to pafs on to foine other arguments. 

XIII. Tnii Chimfe records aferibe the invention of their 
antient characters, of which we have formerly given an ac¬ 
count *, to t'o-hi, and his immediate fuccefTors; and we have 
lately obferved, that the antediluvians could not but be pof- 
fefled of fome fuch way of preferving and impaniiig their 
knowlege, of which N/ah, apprifed as he was fo long before 
of the approaching deluge, and of his being defigned to re¬ 
people the new world, mult be fuppofed to have made the 
bell collection. Ihit as thole characters, whatever they were, 
could not prove fufheient t^ anfwer all the variety of ideas 
which he had acquired by live dilfeient Iccnes which the new 
world continually offered to his obfervation after the flood, he 
mult of courle be under a necelfity ol inventing fome new 
ones aitfwerable to them. And hence probably proceeded 
both the primitive fimilitude, and the accidental difl’ereuce, 
between thofe of the antient Chimfe and Egyptians, the two 
moft dillant nations, not only in point of fituation, bat like- 
wife with refpeCt to their leligion, learning, 6^. whilll the 
clefcendants of Sbem and Japhel feem to have wholly ueglcCfcd 
tliat ufcful art; at Itaft it doth not appear that they had it 
among them till the ,ufc of letters was divinely revealed to 
Alqfes. However, as to thofe antient characters, or hierogly¬ 
phics, there cun be no doubt but that the vail alterations 
which were made on the new world mult have required a 
frefh fupply (»f them ; and who could be fitter for fuch a 
talk than Noah, who was fo well acquainted with the old 
ones ? on which account he might ealUy enough be ftyled the 
inventer of the whole; and it cannot, be denied that thofe 
aferibed to Fo-hi bear the undoubted marks of a primitive and 
original one. . 

If, upon the whole, therefore, Fo-hi and Noah can be 
fhewed to be coeval, the invention of thofe characters will 
Hill add to the probability of their being the fame perfon, 
only under two different names; and at the fame time account 
for the fingnlar and even religious regard which the Cbinefe 
have ever paid to that way of writing, fince, in that cafe, they 

» See Ant. Hill. vol. xx. p 133, &feq. 
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could not but look on the author of it as a perfon divinely 
infpired. 

XIV. And hence may alfo have proceeded that furprifing 
zeal, and tenacious fondnefs, they have always retained, 
above all other nations, not only for their religion, laws, di- 
feipline, but likewife for their antient culloms relating to ^ 

education, behaviour, drefs, eating, drinking, converfation, 
ceremony, ceconomy, and the like : for it is plain that they 
look upon all the maxims and rules concerning every one of 
them to be plainly either exprelled or implied in their canoni¬ 
cal books, which they efteem to be of divine authority j in- 
I'omuch that their inonarchs thought themfclves indifpenfably 
bound to obferve them ; and thofe are moll celebrated in 
their annals, who paid the greateft regard to them. And 
under this head may we not jullly infjft upon that lingular 
and extraordinary refpeft which we have elfewhere oblcrved 
is paid by the w'holc nation, from the higheft to the lowed 
rank, by children to their parents ? This is indeed one of the 
duties the mod drciuioiilly infided upon in their canonical 
and other philofophical writings; and the unparalleled in- 
dances we have foi inerly given ol its dri^l obfcrvance, fully 
fhew to what a height they have carried it above all other 
people we know or read of: but, whether in tins, or in all 
other refpedts above-mentioned, how can it be fuppofed that 
«i lefs authority than that of the good old p:itriarch, joined to 
a deeply-rooted confeioufnefs of the efficacy of parental.bJcir- 
ing or curling, fuch as they had icen a remarkable indance 
of in the cafe of one of his three fons, could have ever in- 
forced fuch a religious and indelible fanftion on all his indi- 
tutes, and infpired a whole nation with fo H^ing a regard to 
them, as men to del'pile and hate all the rcdl of the world for 
not obferving them ? 

. XV. The fame may be urged with relation to their agri- 
culture, the invention of which they aferibe to the fame Fo- * 
hiy as Mefes doth tf"* the patriarch Noah foon after the dood ^ 

from the words, indeed, of the dicred hidorian {and'Hooh 
began to be cj^i hu/l^andman, oi*, as the original imports, begaii 
his fil'd edays in hulhandry) we may reafonably infer, that the 
antediluvians were not much verfed in it; and therefore his 
fil'd attempts feem to have been only of the rude and common 
kind, as planting, fowing, < 6 c.: but, by that time he had 
travelled through fo many different climates, and variety of 
foils, in his flow and gradual migrations towards the ead, 
he might become fo perfeft a mader of it, as to be able to 


^ *060. ix. 20. 
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his def<SeAdants fuch ufeful rules and obfervadons^ as 
might juftly iiititle him to the honour of being the invcnter 
of it. 

In the like manner the Chinefe recwds tell us, that Fo-hi 
left ibine fuch excellent dircdlions to his fuccelTors, for the 
encouragement and improvement of it; and that they proved 
fuch dUigetit and ilretmous obfervers of them, that they en- 
a£ted fundry laws, and caufed divers treatifes to be written, 
for the promoting and endearing it to all their fubjefts. And 
the reader may judge, by the defeription we have given of 
that whole coujitry in a former feftion, to what a degree of 
perfeftion their genius and indefatigable induftry have fince 
raifed it; infomuch that no nation under the fun ever culti¬ 
vated it to better advantage, or gave greater encouragement 
to it, than this. We ihall only add, that even their greateft 
monarch s are not exempted by their laws from putting their 
hands to the plough ; but, over and above the many immuni¬ 
ties, and other favours, they are under a ncceflity of grant¬ 
ing to the hulbandmcn, in times of drought, famine, and tlie 
Hke, are obliged, at fomc particular feafons of the year, and 
more efpecially foon after their acceflion to the throne, to 
diveft themfelves of the imperial grandeur, and, in the home- 
lieft rural garb, to perform fome of the loweft exercifes in 
agriculture, as we have elfewhere (hewn c; fo that, upon the 
whole, as no nation ever more clofely followed the fteps of 
the firft poildiluvian patriarch than this, it can hardly be 
fuppofed that a lefs authority than his could have enforced fo 
flrift and k)ng an obfervation of thofe laws which aie there 
cnafted in favour of that moft ufeful art**. 

XVI. The fubjefl: of agriculture naturally leads us to an¬ 
other argument on this head; viz. that the Chinefe are the 
only people that we know of, before Mohammetts time, that 
ever interdifted the ufeof wine, or ever fo rdigioufly abftained 
from if, from the eaidieft date of their monarchy down al- 
moft to their late conqueft by the Tartars ®. This fmgula- 
rity hath indeed been urged by the oppofite fide as an argu¬ 
ment that Noah never fet his foot in the Chinefe territories; 
fiace this branch of hufbandry is there wanting, which that 
patriarch is recorded to have made one erf" his firft efiays ^: 
but how juftly or judicioufly, let the reader judge. 
whilft yet with his fons, planted a vineyard ; and being at 
that time, as is moft likely, quite unacquainted with the 

* See before, p. 27. •* SOS'KmckM, Mar'- 

TiNi, Le Compte, & al. fopra citat. ‘ lidem ibid. 
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flrange efTefts of its juice, drank fo plentifully of it, that it 
threw him into a deep fleep, in which he lay with Us body 
fo c»pol'cd, that two of his fons were pit to no fmall diffi¬ 
culty to cover him with a truly filial decency ; whilft his third 
had a moft dreadful cui*ie pronounced on him and his pofterity^ 
foi>expofing him If, therefore, there had not been one 
fingle vine growing in the whole Chinefe empire, could a bet¬ 
ter reafon be given or imagined, why the good old patriarch 
would not fuller fuch a dangerous plant to be propagated 
within his dominions, than the difafter which befel him by 
it, let it have been of what nature it would f. Could he 
exprefs his difpleafure at it in a ftronger manner, than by the 
bleffings he bellowed on the two former, and the curfe he 
vented againfl: the latter ? or could any thing be a Jftronger 
motive for his interdicting the ufe of that dangerous liquor 
to his defcendants, though Mofes hath not taken any notice 
of it ? And indeed to what purpofe would it have been for 
him to have mentioned it, when he fo well knew that all the 
reft of the world, his own kindred not excepted, Ihewed fo 
little regard for it, and the Chinefe alone were the only jseople 
that paid a due and ftrift obedience to it ? Bot, what ftiU 
more redounds to their honour, and confirms our hypothefis, 
is, that vines are as much cultivated among them as in any 
other nation, whatever be pretended to the contrary by tte 
oppofite fide, and afford as great a variety of the fineft grapes 
(M), which they content themfelves with eating either ripe or 
dried, and only abftain from the juice of them. *• 

XVII. The Chinefe are the only people that we know of 7'^^ Chi- 
in the whole world, excepting the Jafanefe (who have taken nefe nief 
it from them), who, in the ftrudturc and dhnenfions of their felt 


t See Ant. Hift. vol. i. p. 268, {L}. b Genef. ubi fup. 
verf. 25, &, feq. 


I^M) We are told accordingly 
by Marii/.i, Smedo, Nieuhoff, and 
others, that the provinces of 
Shan-ft and ShTn-fi are famed 
for the beauty and fweetnefs of 
their grapes ; andthofe are more 
particularly celebrated which 
grow in the neighbourhood of 
the city of Pyngyangt where 
Tau^ their eighdi emperor, and 
great promoter of agriculture, 
who was a great lover of then\, 
did, on tba{ account, chufe tp 


reilde. Since, therefore, the 
Chinefe allow themfelves the ufe 
of other exhilarating and into* 
xicating liquors, which are nei¬ 
ther fo palatable, nor fo eafily 
made, it will be hard to account 
for their abftaining from fuch 
fine wines, as they might exprefs 
out of their noble grapes, if it 
be not done upon fome fuch 
religious account as we have 
been /peaking of. 


trading 
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after the .trading and other veflels of burden, have retained the original 
mod i of model of the ark. i. They allow them fix breadths to their 
Noah’j length, iWiich Mafes tells us was exaftly the proportion of i 
ark^ ano- ark ^; whereas other nations allow theirs otiy three 

ther argu- except only in fome fmall canoes. 2. They build 

them flat at the head, ftern, and bottom ; whereas all o«ier 
nations have them Iharp. 3. They commonly give them 
Fo-Ui. or ftories, one over the other, and eiich of them 

parted by long galleries reaching almoft from end to end, and 
fubdivided into fmaller apartments of diflerent fizes ; fome 
for ftowage of merchandizes, provifions. drc. and others for 
lodgings for paflengers, and thofc that belong to the veflel ; 
all which is likewife exaftly according to the Itrudhire of the 
ark, and quite different from all other nations. This cannot 
but be allowed to be very fingular; and, though we will not 
enter into a needlefs conteft, about which of the two methods 
be moft preferable, or befl contrived, either for fafety, expe^ 
dition, or for carrying the greateft burdens; but readily awttf 
that the latter is an improvement of the former; yet will it 
then be ftill more hard to conceive how the Chinefey who arc 
in no way inferior to any other nation in/mgenuity, and have 
moreover been inured to the maritime trade from the earlieft 
ages of their monarchy, came to give all along the preference 
to their old way of building, unlefs we fuppofe it to be out 
of a fingular refpeft they ever paid to the divine model above- 
.mentioned, and to the venerable builder of it (N). 

XVIII. To 


Genef. chap, vi, verf. 14, & feq. 


fN) In fpeaking of that fur- 
priiing llruriure, w« know not 
whether we may not add ano* 
thcr Cbinefe cuftom, which feems 
very probably to have taken its 
rife from it j vix, their famed 
feftival of lights or lanthorns, of 
which we have taken notice in 
a former feflion t» having 
been cbferved tluoughont the 
whole empire from time imme¬ 
morial, and with the greateft 
pomp and folcmnity. Wc have 
there (hewn what a lame and 
^uncertain account fome of their 
writers give of its origin and 


inllitutor; but which is fo un- 
fuicable and unworthy of the 
folemnity and grandeur with 
which it is kept, that the wifer 
fort juftly look upon it as ridi¬ 
culous, though they cannot fiib- 
ftitute a better to it. 

May we not therefore more 
reafonably conjecture it to have 
been inftituted, from the very 
beginning of that monarchy, in 
memory of the many lamps 
with which the good patriarch 
was obliged to enlighten his 
gloomy habitation, during the 
twelve melancholy months of 




Set IxfiTt, p, & (D). 
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XV 15 ^. iPd 'lill tlie topks lafi^y urged from the cx OTo^ n Tiar re£“ 
nary neg^ they to every thing which they thou^t to be *v- 
derived lb them nojn their worthy founder, we may add tfifc i 
f^red antiquity and authority which their philcjibphcrs,and 
lito-ati have always attributed to their Shu-^ngt and othei*' 
xainofiical books, as v.'ell as to their other atitient records/ 
above all oth^* nations. Of this we need no greater jb-oof ^; 

ill. The many comnfente which have been written on th^, jii. * 
and the hi^ encominms they have beftowed on char authors^ 
whom they efleemcd as men infpired byheaven, and endowed 
with a divine chara6ler«ld authority, a. The great vcneradon 
that is paid by the learned to theh' commentatOTS and cxpoli*- 
tors, fuch as Mencius, Co}ifiicius, and others. And, 3dly* 
the generous ufe they have always made of thofe books and 
comments, for the good and inilruflion of the people ; and 
that molt juAly too, fince there is nothing to be found in ' 
them but what plainly leads their readers to their original 
fountain the great Fo-i^, and hii- immediate fucceflbrs, without 
the ufual parade of any fuch obfeure, remote, and incredible^ 
antiquity as we meet with in thofe of the Egyptians, Ckah 
deans, and other antient nations : neither did they contain 
Siny thing but what was conducive to make men wifer and 
better, in proportion to their being converfant vrich them. It tkepne* 
is therefore no wonder if, inllead of fecreting them fvot^t-ous ufe 
public view, and locking them up as the great arcana of thdr 
religion and government, as was done every-wherc elfe, they?^^^* 
eHeemed it their duty and glory to publilh and explain them 
to all who bad capacity or inclination to dU’e into them; 
rightly judging, that that was the moil effe^ml way to pre- 
fen'e to thofe antient writings the veneration they fo juHly 
deferved ; and to prevent at the fame time their being abufea 
l^d corrupted by defigning men, as thofe commonly are moil 

^ Dehis, vid. Hirodot. Manetho, Sanchoniaith. & a 1 . 


bis confltiement in it ? And may with them, his firit faCrifices to 
not thofe ihew.s nthich we ob> God, and the like; the reinem<* 
fervdi are eidiibited in fome of brance of all which, by length 
thoib large lanthorns -by pup- Of time, became oblirerated, as 
pets, and other machinery, haVe well a» the reafon of the inftlta> 
been originally defigned to re- tion of that pompous ibftival t 
prefent fome of the feenes of but thefe conjeflures we fubmit 
that dreadful cranfaflion, fuch to the reader, only as being at leail 
*as his conveying all the living. more probable than any which 
creantres into the ark, feeding have been hitherto offered con- 
them there, his coming out cerning it. 

Mod* Hist. Vol. VIIJ. Z liablf 
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liable to bfe, which dre purpofcly kept from public light, and 
can only be admired by the ignorant. 

XIX'. To what hath been urged under the laft head, fome 
feemii^ly confiderable objections have been ftarted, which we 
IhaU BOW endeavour to clear up under this. 

1. It is pretended, that there are many falfe and fabulous 
tilings inferted in the fix or feven firft reigns, which quite de- 
Uroy their authority; and that the length which is allowed 
, to them in their annals is very much difputed, naydiferedited, 
by the moft judicious writers, and even by thofe of that na- 
. tion. To the firft of thefe it may be eafily anfwered, that 
- there hath been fcarccly any antient people under the fun 
that have not had fomething in their origin, and firft begin¬ 
nings, which hath the air and appearance of fable, but which 
would carry a quite different afpeft, were we better acquainted 
with their mythology, antiquities, idiom, charafters, and 
other the like particulars; fo that all this pretended feries of 
fables may, for aught that appears to the contrary, be intirely 
owing to miftake and ignorance, and that In no cafe more 
probably than with relation to the Chinefe^ whofe original 
charafter, language, <bc. were underftood by fo few of their 
learned, and fo liable to be mifunderftood. And as to the 


length of the firft reigns above-mentioned, though they are 
allowed to be much queftioned, or even diferedited, by tl^ 
partifans of the leptuagint chronology, or even by fome of the 
Chmefe writers, out of an affeftation of a greater antiquity; 
yet if "we can prove, from good authority, that thofe which 
have intervened between Fo-hi and Yau do as exaftly tally, as 
any thing of that nature can do, with the coeval generations 
recorded by Mofes between Noah and JoJlaiia, whom we lhall 
likewHe prove to have been cotemporary with Fo-hi and TaVj 
according to our Ilcbrnv chronology, it is to be hoped that 
this will be looked upon not only as a fufficient anfwer to the 
objefbnn above-mentioned, but likewife as no fmall confirmt- 
tion of the Chinefr annals, fo far as relates to the length of 
thofe reigns; efpecially as nothing material hath been hitherto 
urged againft it, except its difiigreement with the feptyagint, 
2LnA.ChmeJe chronology; according to whfeh, that of all the 
fubfequent dynaftics and monarchies is calculated and deter¬ 
mined, or rather hath been ftretched out and lengthened at 
pleafiive, as will be more clearly feen in the feqnel. 

Hoj\’.rvi’R, ’bating that one point, in which, to reconcile 
two chronologies together, they have been forced to fpin out 
.the period between the reign of Yau and the birth of Chrift, 
by near 900 years above what our Hebrew makes it, there 
can hardly he any queftion, “but in all other refpe^ls the hiftory 
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is as exaft, lEalthfal, and well compiled, as ■ any extant; and 
more particularly fo with relation to the fbies of d^alhes, 
the names, fucceflions, and exploits, of each royal family, a^ 
refpeftive reign, as Du Halde hath lately fliewn^j and if, in 
this laft refpedt, it be confellcd to be lefe copious and. particu¬ 
lar than thofe of fome other nations, it will alfo found 
lefs fabulous, and confequently more to be dcpendd|j upon» 
than they, as we fhall fhew in the fequel. 

But to this two things are objected, which feem to carry Kor the 
ibme weight; viz. that thdr great Cor^uciuSt who is faid to/tardty eK 
have lived about 500 years before our Saviour, complained^^^* 
much of the great fcarcity of materials then to be found to- 
wards compiling fuch a hiftory as might be worthy to be 
tranfmitted to pofterity ; infomuch that he was forced to con¬ 
tent himfelf with thefe few obfervations on fome extraordinary 
phenomena, and fuch other common events as he could find 
upon record, inftead of the illuftrious atchievements with 
which he would much rather have chofen to have embel- 
llfhed the reigns of thofe antient monarchs, had any fuch been 
tranfmitted down to his time. Well, be it fo j can the ftari- 
Jity of thole old records deftroy the credit of thofe faffs 
which they take particular notice of ? Is it not rather a mark 
of their faithfulnefs, that they tranfmit nothing to us that 
might be liable to be queftioned ? The charafters and ex¬ 
ploits of thofe antient monarchs might have been, as too com¬ 
monly is the cafe, greatly exaggerated in their favour; where¬ 
as fuch uncommo.; phaenomena as ace there recorded, and 
could be obferved by the whole nation, and more fafely relied 
upon, were things which they juftly thought awre worthy to 
be tranlmitted to pofterity. We lhall have ofea^n, under our 
next head, to inftance in one or two particulars, which will 
fulficiently Ihcw how curious, exaft, and juft, they were in 
obferving and recording fuch kinds of remarkable events, 
whilft they a'j^peared to have been quite negligent of others, 
which we Ihould judge more weighty and proper for a national 

^^UT, adly, thd univerfal deftruftion which Shi*tuhanpii Attihe^n- 
caufed to be made of aU the ChiMje books and writings which 
related to hiftory, or any other fcience, except law and phyftc, . , ,. 
is here objeffed againft the credit of all their antient rwords y 
aad from this general havock, which happened, accortog ro 
their chronology, about at? years before the birth ot Chrilt, 3|,i_ 
they infer that Sttl’e elfe could be recovered but fome feraps and whang-ti. 
fragments, which were fo liable to be mangled and corrupted 
b^he collcftors, that no credfit dm be falcly givim to> or dc- 

^ See Enel. edit. vol. i. p* 
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pendence had open, them; inibmiich, that ^eie hypeccrltics 
modi queftion whether any of thofe editions of them, which 
were iince pubhfhed, bear any refemblance to thdr prototypes; 
thowh the Chine/e annals alTure us, that Wu-tif a wile and 
excellent fuccedbr of the tyrant above-mentioned, caufed them 
to be every-where fought for, and written anew, within little 
more than feventy-three years after, and to be taught in all the 
*rhat de‘ academies of the empireTo which it may therefore be 
Jiruilion juAly anfwcred, that it is abfurd to fuppofe that fuch an 
i$uld not univerfal deftruftion of books fo highly efteemed, could ever 
te univer- reach through every part of fo exteniiw an emjure, let the 
tyrant’s authority have been ever fo great, or his edift ever 
fo feverely executed. 

The Shu-king, and other canonical books, as well as the 
writings of Mencitts, Confucius^ and other great philofophers. 
Were held in too great efteem, to be fuppofed to have been 
thus tamely given up to the Barnes, in every province, and 
by every owner of them. It is much more reafonablc to 
think, from the Ihort fpace of time it took up to have the 
greateft part of them rc-publilhed, and difperfed, that a good 
number of copies wci*e preferved intire, either in fomc of the 
remoteft provinces, or, at leaf!, in fome of thofe petty king¬ 
doms, which were only tributary to, or independent on, him. 
Much more unlikely is it, that the many other kingdoms 
without the limits of the empire, fome of which were very 
confidcrable, and among whom thofe venerable writings weve 
held in equal eifeein, fhould all thus bafely join in fo exe- 
crable a deilgn. Shi-ivhang-trs whole reign, which lafted 
thirty-three years, could hardly have fufHced for the difeo- 
tery of fuch a vaft number of volumes, feattered far and near. 
Without, as well as within, his dominions, much lefe to have 
forced them out of their owners hands; how much more fo, 
if we eonfidcr that his edift did not come out till the latter 
J// fhofe end of his reign, as %vill be feen in the fequel ? * Let it then 
hooks re* bc but fuppofed, that two or three authentic copies were 
covered prt'fervcd iutire, either within or without his empire, and 
Joan afitr. afterwards purchafed by Vu-ti^ would thfcy not have been 
fnfficienr not only to have fupplied the empire with a fpeedy 
and copious fet of new ones, but likewife to have prevemed 
their being mutilated or corrupted the tranfcfibers of 
them Thus 

^ See Martint, Du Halbe, and An. Hift. vol. xx. p. icc, 
&feq. &(D). 

(JN) With refpefl to tjie ca- ftdlowing, retharjcable circum- 
nonical audits reco-i BanCe: that an old inait^ named 

very, thek reco^rmeation the Ovut-fengt who was‘ftill alive 

■ '-'i * ’*■ whei» 
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Thus far then we may £iirly conclude, th 9 ,t oMcr of Thf t^/arf 
the two above^memioiied objections, planfilde as they may •/ 
appear at firft, can be of wdght fu^dent to invalidate the 
authority oi thoie canonical and other valuable books, much 
lefs the credit of the antient hiftia-y, which, abating fome few 
ieeming exaggerated encomiums on their founder, and his 
three or four next fncceflbrs, contain little die than an ac¬ 
count of fome preternatural or remarkable events, which are 
recorded to have happened in the fubfequent reigns; and 
from which we can only infer, that the writers were more 
diligent in obferving, and tranfmitting, fuch uncommon things, 
than curious to emich their hlAories with the exploits, whe¬ 
ther real or fabulous, of their antient monarchs. 

Amongst that mtmber, we have ventured to rank that Confu- 
remarkable record concerning Chrift, and the year, and part ciusV re» 
of the world, he was born in : for it can hardly be fiippofed, 
that Confucius had it by immediate infpiration, which he doth ^ 

not appear ever to have pretended to, but to have repeated it 
frequently, as a comfortable promife, handed down to, and 
Well underllood by, all the learned of his nation, both before 
and after him, as may be plainly inferred, from what we lately 
obferved of the reigning monarch, at the time of Chrift’s 
birth, changing his name; and from what we have formerly 
mentioned, of the Emperor Ming-ti'% fruitiefs ambafly into 
Jndia, in fearch of that holy and miraculous perfon *, about 
fixty-four years after, if therefore we fuppofc Fo-hi to have 


* Sec before, p. 109, & (G). & 345, & feq. 

when the fearch was made after been recove^, together with 
the loft books, did boaft of . the writings''*^f Confucius and 
having that one intirely by Mencius^ fo foon as the reign of 
heart; upon which he was im- ffiao-iingt Fen- Si's fucceflbr, 
mediately ordered to pen it and were all publiQied afrefh in 
down, according to the beft of that of Hia-out about feventy- 
hls memory. He ^d fo; and, five years after the burning of 
upon its being afterwards com- the old ones. We omit fome 
pared with the original, newly other frivolous objeftions urged 
recovered, they* were found tp, againft the authenticity of thefq 
agree in every thing, except in new books, by fome members 
fome few words, which, never* of the French academy, and 
thelefs, made no difference in which the reader will find fully 
the fenfe (i). We are told anfwered by the author laft 
by the fame author, that quoted, in his letter to them oi\ 
the five books called King had that fu^e^ (2}. 

(t) Su the CcBtR, tf Lctirct idifintx fif eurieuf, vtlx xxii px (2} Idx 
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^ been poilerior to NoaAt it cannot but appear very probable, 
that he received'that noble prophecy from him, as a matter 
of the higheft importance, and worthy to be tranfmitted, as 
it really was, with the greateft care, to all his defcendants, 
down even b^nd the Chiiftian mra. But, if it be proved, 
by any authentic faff recorded in the Chinefe annals, and con¬ 
firmed by the authority of the Old Teftament, and the He^ 
hrew chronology, that thofc two were cotemporary, and con- 
fequently, from all that hath hitherto been urged, were mofh 
probably one and the fame perfon, under different names, 
ihen may we reafonably hope, that all this united evidence 
will appear to every unbialled reader, not only to amount to 
fomething.more than a bare probability of Noah's being the 
founder of the Chinefe monarchy, but likewife to afford us a 
much firmer footing for fettling the beginning of it, than any 
that hath hitherto been offered, or thought upon: and that 
is what we fhall now, God willing, endeavour to do, under 
the following head, with which we fhall conclude this fec- 
tion. 


Noah and 
Fo-hi 


provedf 
from an 
auil entic 


faS, to 
have been 




XX, The faff on which we deilgn to fix the main balls of 
the •foundation of the Chinefe monarchy, and antient chrono¬ 
logy, is that furprifing one recorded in their annals to have 
happened fome time within the reign of Tauy their feventh 
monarch from Fo-hiy in words to this effcft, that the fun did 
not go down during the fpace of ten days "; and which, com¬ 
pared with that miraculous one ^mentioned in the book of 
Jofbua “, will, we hope, be made evidently to appear to be, 
in ail rcfpefts (excepting the length of its duration, which 
will be eafily accounted for in the fequel), the very fame, if 
it can but be fairly proved from the Chinefcy as well as the 
Hebrew chronology, that that monarch, and the Jewifl> gcr 
neral above-named, were cotemporary, It is true, indeed, 
that this fupernatural event, as it is related in the Chinefe an¬ 
nals of that prince, hath been iingled out, by fome of the 
oppofite fide, to ridicule the vanity of thdr obfervations, and 
expofe the pretended falfhood of their antient records o. Ne- 
verthelefs, fince the miraculous pheenomenon recorded in the 
book of Jofbuay hath been fo fully proved, from the exprefs 
words of the facred hiftorian, and other corroborating argu- 
xnoits, to h^ve been (not fuch an uncommon A/or, mock- 
fun, lucid cloud, or aurora borsatisy as Maimonidesy Spinofa, 
gmong the Jews, GrotiuSy Le Clerky and others, among the 
Chriftians, have endeavoured to reprefent it, but) a. real and 


" Martini, Hill. Sink, fub Yaus. “ Josu. x. 12. & 
feq, See Shuck^ord Conned!, vol. i. p. 29, & feq. . ° See 
^ntienti^ift, vol. XX. Pi 151. 

fllpetr 
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fupernatural foUHec, obtained by the prayer of the JcwWh * 
herb P; and \yhich muft of cohlequence have been equally’ 
obTervable in ^ thofe eafiern parts, where that luminary had 
only paHed their meridian fome few hours. If it can be made 
to appear, from the joint teftimony of the two chronologies 
above-mentioned, to have happened much about the fame 
time, or, which is tantamount to it, that the dillance of time 
between Ncah and JoJbua is much the fame with that which 
the Chinefe records put between Fo-hi and Yav, w e may jiiAly 
hope, that the mutual light and evidence which thofe two 
hiftories refleft on each other, will be allowed to carry a much 
better authority for our producing that extraordinary phre- 
nomcnon in favour of our hypOthefis, than any tiling that 
hath been hitherto urged by the oppollte fide can do, to ex¬ 
plode and ridicule it. 

Now, the remarkable phsenomenon recorded by JoJhiiaThc tnirat 
happened, according to the Hebrew chronology, in the year^a/aa/ 
before Chrift 1451, and of the flood 897; of thefc, 
lived 350 ; fo that there elapfed only 547 years between that JpHiua r 
patriarch’s death and JoJbua'% ftrlftice. Within which period, 

Mofes reckons feven generations ; that is, fiom 
who, according to Archbifliop Ujhcry was born two years 
after Noaij’z death, and JoJbtta exclufive; viz. in the firll Yau’i 
year of whofe generallhip that blelling was (obtained. Thefc reign, 
are, i. Jbraham'y 2. /fnac; 3. Jacob \ 4. Levi-, 5. Kobatb; The length 
6: Amram\ and 7. MofeSy JoJhua's immediate prcdecelTbr. /><?- 
Jufl: in the fame manner the Chinefe annals reckon I'even reigns hem 


between Fo-hi and YaUy inclufive; viz. about the latter end 
of whofe reign, the fame phsenomenon wns obferved in China, , 

Thefe, with the length of their refpeftive reigns, are fet down 
as follows: tr-r.fFn, 


1. Shin-nongy a\\zs Xin-nung —r- — 

2. Whang-tiy alias Hoang-ti — —- — — 

3. Shau-hatty alias Xao-hau — — — — 

4. Chwen-^hyo* alias Chuen-hius 

5. Ti-koy alias Cous — — — — .— 


^ . . t^, jcen Fo- 

Rouced,- j 
. bi ana 

_Yau, near 

. the fame. 


P Soe the Ant. Jewdfh Hill. vol. iii. p.46ij—^7<|. ^ Gem 

ibid. Vid. & SHVCK.FORD Connect, ubi fup. 
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f Ani 7. TaUf in fome year of whofe r^gti« the apo^liA ^ 
'doth not whic^ the ^hsnonaenon was ohi^e4 .|A 
China, 

Mfrom All thefe reigns addM together, ai^cmat to 480 years;; . 
the Chi- which ^iod falling Ihbrt of the 597 years, which elapfed 
wieani ftom Noah to Jo/hua, by feventy years, doth naturally lead 
Hebrew ^ concWe, that the folidice happened in the 67th year of 
thnnol^. monarch*! reign j whidi being but the firft of the admi- 
siHratlon of JoJbud^ brings the numbq’ of thefe reigns, and 
of the Mofaic generations abov^-m^tioned, much upon air 
quality as to number and duration. So that, by this time,^ 
^ reader may eafily perceive the motives which have in-, 
dneed th^ fticlders for the SBptuagintf and fuch of the Chine/e 
writers as were ambitious to raile the antiqiuty of their nar 
tion beyond its true bounds, to complain of the uncertainty 
and brevity of this period, and to cry down the annals of it, 
as 0^ no authority: and all that needs to furprife us is, that 
they have not taken the (ame pains to Aretch it, as they have 
done that from Yau to the birth of Chrift, to the exa^ Aan- 
dard of that chronology. £ut^ it is likely, they never took 
nori<3S how exaflly it coincided with that c^.the Hebrew^ and 
therefore contented themfelves with condemning it, in the 
whole, as dark, uncertain, and not to be depended upon, if 
it was not rather fome judicial infatuation, that made thent 
overlook fo material a point. For nothing can more clearly 
01CW the impoftur? 01 this new-invented chronology, than 
the Angular agreement above-pbferved of the antient Chinefe 
chronology, and our Hebrew one, with refpeft to the num¬ 
ber and length of thofe generations and reigns, and its vaA 
dilagreement from thence downwards to the birth of ChriA. 

The an- Be that as it will, it is Aill well for us,, that we have the 
quefiha^ length of thofe reigns conveyed by one of thofe parrifans, 
able au~ and who cannot therefore be fufpe^d of Having altered any 
thority of thing in them, but muA be rcafonably fuppofed to ha\'e faiths 
the fer- copied them, as he found them in the Chinefe reonrds, 

and as he himfelf alTures us he did, Neither can it, with any 
leafcKL be fupppfled, that either be, ot any of hk fraternity, 
would have tranAnitted to us fuch a fnpernktural event, as 
that wu have been inftAing noon under this head^ unlefs it 
bad been thus, rircumAantnlly aenttone 1 in fqme of tlusfe 
authentic records they were aUowed to confult, fmee Inch an 
bnpoAure could not ferv'c any other vilible end, except, per¬ 
haps, that, of corroborating the evidence of JoJbua's miracle; 
and that Could not be done, but at the expence and overthrow 
th«r chronology. 

Fox, 
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Fb% If thti £>l{Uoe motioned in J^fkta, and in the 
Ckim^ aofl^, be albv^^ to be the fame, it muft follow, 
fiOB^ the lift of thofc reigns we have given above, av well 
as iit>m the autl^ity of the Hebrew chronology, that the 
Emperor Tau, in wh^ renga it happened, imift have af- 
cended the throne in the year of the flood 830, or 151^ 
years before the birth of Chrift; whereas the Cbmefe and 
Septuagint chronobgy place the comimmcement c£ his rdgn 
in the year 2357, or, according to Dtt Hatde, 2327, before 
Chrift; making it thereby, the one 896, and the other 
years older than the Hebrew, or indeed than it ever can be 
proved to be by any other evidence, than the precarious autho¬ 
rity of the two chronok^ies above-mentioned, and the pretended 
calculation of a feweclipfes to corroborate them; all which have 
been fo fully exploded by this time, and by much better pens, 
that it were necdlefe to lay any more on that fuhjeft. 

However, the fixing the balls of the Chinefe chronology fhe reign 
on the year of this miraculous folftice, and the authority of Yam 

our Hebrew, wiU (beUdes the evidence it bears agaioft that proved 
pf the Septuagint) prove of twofold benefit; vvl. Firft^ As 
it will bring down the reign of Xau much nearer to the times , 

\n which Fouquet, Maigrot, Fettrmond, and other learned mo- ^ * 
dems, have endeavoured to fix it, and upon a much more 
unqueftionablc authority than hath been hitherto offered by 
any of them. And fecondly, It will, by the help of the tabic 
pf the feven firft emperors above-mentioned, enable us to 
trace that monarchy back to its very foundation, and fettle 
the begining of it upon a furer footing than any hitherto at¬ 
tempted. For if Noah or Fo-hi reigned there 115 years, and 
his fix immediate focceffbrs 480, and if the folftice happened 
in the fixty-feventh year of Tau’s reign, ail which make up 
662 years, it will bring back the firft year of that founder's 
yeign to that of the flood 235, and 2114 years before the 
birth of Chrift; to all which may be added, that as he Is recorded 
to have lived 350 years after the flood, if he feparated himfelf, 
as it is probable he did, from his rebellious offspring, about 
the time of their defelftion and confpiracy in the plain of 
Shinaar, which happened, as near as can be conjefinred, 
about the feventieth or eightieth year after, or a few years 
before the building of the tower of Babel, it will follow, that 
kc fpent very near 200 years in his migration from that place 
to the Chinefe territories, and fettling Us colony there, before 
ke became thdr monarch, and laid the foundation of that 
empire* So that the whole chronology of Noah, and his de-. 
feendants, from the flood to the year of the folftice, or flxty- 
^eoth of Tau "9 irign, may <be clearly ftated j as follows: 

I . AM, 







, 1, Nba^, called by the Chinefe, Fo-M,' 
julUy oJSended at the impiety of his rebel-' 
o^pring, feparated himfelf from them a 
little before the building of the tower of 
Babel I and, fteering his courfe eallwards, 
at the head of a felea number of adherents, 
after 200 years peregrination, fettled him¬ 
felf, and them, in one of the northern pro¬ 
vinces of China * — — — — — 

Here, having fettled his colony, and ella-' 
blhhed among them the religion, laws, and 
government, and imparted to them all the 
branches of learning which he had received 
from his antediluvian anceilors he died, 
in the 115th year of his reign, and 950th 
of his life and was fucceded by — — 

а. Shin-nong, alias Xin-nung, who great-' 

ly improved thofe arts and fciences left be¬ 
hind hy Noah-, and, after a reign of 140 f 
years, left the crown to — — — J 

3. Whang~ti, alias Hoang-ti, the inventor * 
of the Chinefe arithmetic, and other arts. 
He reigned 100 years, and was fucceeded by 

4. Shau-hau, alias Xao-hau, who reigned 
eighty-four years, and left the crown to — 

5. Ckwen-hyo, alias Chuen-hiou, who 
reigned feventy-eight years, and was fuc¬ 
ceeded by — —• — — — — 

б. Ti'ko, alias Cons, who reigned feventy 

years, and was fucceeded by — — — 

7. Chi, who, after a reign of eight years, 
was depofed, and the crown given to his 
brother — — — — — —. 

8. in the fixty-feventh year of whofe 
reign, according to the Hebrew chronology, 
happened the miraculous foUtice, mentioned 
in t^ book of JoJbm *, and in the CHneJe 
arinaJs, though without any year fpecihed 
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fax of 
theilood^ 

tiidbre' 

Otrift; 

235 

2114 

350 

1999 

490 

1859 

590 
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674 

1675 

752 

JS 97 

822 

*527 

830 
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•• 

897 

*452 


* Compare Gsn£ 8. xi, 3. k feq. and art. IV- P* 3 ^ 3 > ^ 1^*. 
•* Ibid. art. VIII. p. 337, &feq. ® Cokf. Gxn. ix. 38. 
Martini, ubi fup. 1. 1. fab Fe-hi, Dv Halde, & al. ** Id. 
ibid, fab Shin-mng. ' Josh. x. 12. ^ Martini, & al, 

fab Tau, Vid. k Shuckford, ubi fup. k vol. Ui. p. 63, & feq. 
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Thus far, then, we hope, we have made it fuiiclently a|»> 
pear, both from the teftimony of the antient Chintfe recxsrtibi 
and from die more unqueiHonable authority of the Old Tefta- 
ment, and Hebrew chronology, that N<Mh and Fo-ht^ as well 
as Tau and JoJbua^ were cotemporary ; fo that, if the length 
of the reigns preceding that of Thu, as taken by Martini out 
of the Chinefe annals, may be depended upon, which we have 
no reafon to doubt of, feeing they fo exaitiy coincide with the 
length and number of the generations which flouriihed within 
the fame period, according to the Mofaic account, we fliall 
then have the firft year of r<x«’s reign, and the firA year of 
the foundation of the Chinefe monarchy, fixed upon a furer 
and more authentic bafis than hath been hitherto offered, or 
perhaps thought upon, if the joint evidence of the Cfnnejit 
records, and the authority of the facred hiftorians, and He^ 
brew chronology, may be allowed to be fuch. By this means 
the period of Chinefe hiftory, from Tau to the birth of Chriif, 
as handed over to us by the advocates for the chronology 
of the feptuaglnt will be cut off fhorter by almoft, if not 
above, 900 years of its pretended antiquity, and brought 
down to an aera not only more conformable to Scripture* and 
reafon, but to all the collateral teftimonies which can be 



drawn from the hiftory of other antient nations. 

However, as the whole evidence of what hath been urged So„,efur^ 
under this laft head chiefly depends on the probability of the ther proofs 
miraculous phsenomenon, obferved in China and Pakjiine, be- of both 
ing one and the fame, we fhall to the chronological, and pb/enonn^ 
other proofs already urged, add a corroborative remaik or 
two, not unworthy our readers notice. The firft is drawn 
from the very expreffion ufed by the Chinefe annalift, that the 
fun did not go down for ten days^ or, as Martini tranflates it, 
fol decern diebus non occidit ®; which plainly implies, that that 
luminary was then in his declenfion with rcfpeft to China^ as 
it muft certainly have been, confidering the weftern fituatlon 
of the land of Canaan^ where it flood ftill in its full meri¬ 


dian The fccond is taken from the dread which the Chinefe 
hiftorian teUs u^ the whole nation was in of a general con^gra- 
tion; and fundry fuch dreadful difafters which he really affirms 
to have happened in fome of thofe countries which were more 
expofed to the vertical rays, and of a nature eafily inflamma¬ 
ble, fuch as heaths, forefts, <bc. ; or by reafon of their concave 
figure, as vallies, whofe cavities formed lb many kinds of focufes, 
e^ily fet on fire by the continuance of thofe perpendicular 
raj's. That the celebrated fable of Phaeton's fetting the 
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Some eon- w^ld OQ fire had its origin fi-oin foiiK fitch eiLtraordloary 
flagrations ^anfl^ation, is hardly to be queitioned; and how many ^ 
probably that fort might have beoi occaiioned by this iupematurai ib^* 
cauftd by caufcd thofe many barren fandy defarts which 

liefcattered in AJia and Afric^ by confuming all that was 
combuitible by its intenfe heat, and leaving nothing behind 
7he famed but calcined fand and afhes ? And might not that long and 
one of the dreadful one which happened on tlrai’yrrnm, and from which 
Pyrenees, they took that names be owing to the fame caufe ? It is in¬ 
deed faid by the S^anijb hillorians to have happened about the 
year of the flood 729 ^ that is, about 168 years before the 
epochs we are upon : but that is not fo extraordinary an ana> 
^hronifm for a Spani/h chronologer, at fo remote an epocha, 
as to make us doubt of the probability of that dreadful fire 
being caufed by JoJbua's ic^ice; cfpecially if we confider 
how nearly that vaft ridge of mountains lay expofed to the 
vertical rays of the fun, and how both the tops and vallies 
were covered with pines, and other inflammable timber and 
combuftible matter; and accordingly the hiftorians above- 
named tell us, that they continued burning during fomc 
weelts; and that the heat was fo intenfe, that the very metals 
and minerals boiled out of the bowels of the earth If it 
be alked how the land of Canaan^ ftill more expofed to the 
vertical fun, and almofl as mountainous and woody, could 
^fcape the like difaflcr ? it hath been already anfwered, in 
the antient Jewifh hiftory, that it might eafily do fo by the 
friendly interpofition of thick heavy clouds, loaded with rain 
and hml, brought thither by the fame Divine Providence 
which conducted the whole miraculous tranfafiion ; and ac-' 
cordingly we read, that fuch vaft fhowers of the latter feU 
Upon ^ Canaanitijh army, as annoyed them more tlun the 
weapons of their enemies 

The dif- There remains now only that we endeavour, according to 
fereneehe- our promif?, to account for the difference between the facred 
tnueen the and Chinefe hiftorian with refpeft to the duration of the fol- 
. ftice in queftion; the former affirming it to havclaftcd no 
nefe ^flo- natural day, or 24 hours, over and above the 

rian, as^to elapfed from fun-rifing to the mid-day, where 

its dur^- began; and the latter having lengthened it to 10 whole 
tiOHf «f.- days. But, iirfi, it wUI he here readily graajS^d, that the 
counted 

fir. i Vid. Aristot. de Mirabil. Aufcttlt. Dion. Sicvl. lib. vi. 

^ Vaseus Chronic. Garibai, & al. Vid. & Antient Hiftory, 
vol. xviii. p. 511. ‘ Arist. & Sxcvl. & al. fupra citat. 

“ See Jewifh JHift. vol. iii, p.468, ( 1 ). 473, & feq. & (M). " Ib. 
Vid. & Jofh. X. 11. 
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great conilemation whkh the CUnefe wei'e in ought make the * 
time appear much longer than it r^Iy was, efpecially as they 
had then no other way of meafuring the day than by the 
courfe of that luminary. They ra^ht likewik compute ita 
duration from the gimrth of fome favourite plants or flowers, 
without confidering that an extraordinary 24 hour's fun 
might eaflly accelerate it into a tenfold proportion of a natu¬ 
ral day. But, not to infift on fliat, it is well known that all 
nations in tbofe remote times were wont to divide the day into 
equal portions, which they commonly called watches, or by 
equivalent names, confifting, with fome, of two ; with others, 
of three, or more hours. It is therefore very probable that 
the original records mentioned only ten >^tches; and that, in 
procefs of time (either through the careleiTnefs of the tran- 
fcribers, or the accidental erafure of a flroke or dot in the 
character or hieroglyphic which diilinguifhed a watch from 
a day; or, which may be as likely as the other two, thro’ a 
natural affixation, no kfs common to the Chinefe than to 
the reft of the world, of magnifying the wonder), thefe 10 
watches came to be changed into fo many days. Thus far, 
then, any of thofc three ways will naturally enough amount 
for the difference above-mentioned; but nothing can do fo 
for fuch a fupernatural phaenomenon being thus circumftan- 
tially recorded in the Chinefe annals, and under a reign fo 
exaftly coinciding with that of JoJbuay acccH’ding to the moft 
authentic Hebrew chronology, unlefs we will allow it to be 
the fame folftice that is mentioned in both records. 

By this time we may flatter ourfelves that the notion of 
Noah'& fettling In Chinas and founding a monarchy there, will 
appear to every candid reader fo far from abfurd^ monjifout^ 
and contrary to the reafon and nature of things ^ as fome wri- 
terr. have thought fit to ftyle it, that it may be fairly allowed 
to be confiftent both with that and our Scripture account and 
chronology, how much foever it may clafh againft the feptua- 
gint, and fome pretended calculations of eclipfes of the Chi~ 
nefe miflionaries, both which have been juftiy rcjefled by the 
moft judicious writers of this century 

One objeftion, however, we muft endeavour to clear up. Another 
before we clofe this feflion, as it has been fo ftrenuoufly urg^ otjeaion 
againft our hypothefis; it is taken from the following words att/nuereJ., 
of Alofes : Thefe (that is, the defeendants of Shem^ Homy isnd 
Japhet, and their defeendants) are the families of the fans 
Noah, after their generationsy in their nations ; and by thefe 

® See Maicrot. Coupi.kt, Fourm, FotiqtTET Costard, 
it al. fup. citat. & .Ant. liiftfvol, xx. p. no, & feq. 150, &feq. 
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•were the nations divided in the earth efter the floods. From 
which it is concluded, that if the earth, certainly China, muft 
have been peopled by fome of thofe defcendants, and not by 
JVbah ;himfelf, much lefs by any new offspring he may have 
had lincc the deluge, of which M^es doth not make the leaft 
mention. The misfortune is, that thofe critics make no 
fcruple to take the words the earth, or the •whole earth, either 
in their moft extenfive, or in a more reftrained fignificadon, 
as beft fuits with their purpofe. Noah might beget a new 
offspring after the flood, and with it people the empire of 
China ; and that in no-ways clafh with the words of Mofes 
above-quoted, who, by the earth, might intend no more than 
thofe families of whofe various fettlements he was then giv¬ 
ing an account, without concerning hin^fclf farther about 
thofe who migrated towards China, the peopling of which, if 
he knew any thing of it, was quite foreign to his defign. 
However, the reader may call to mind, by what hath been 
formerly faid on that head, that this obje6don doth not at all 
concern our hypothefis, which only fuppofes Noah to have 
feparated himfelf from the reft of his defcendants at the land 
of Shtnaar, the place of their confpiracy, and to have led 
with him as many as he could diffuade from joining with them 
in it. Children he probably had after the Hood, as hath 
been already obferved, but thofe might be but few in compa- 
rifon of thofe who followed him into the eaft ; fo that Mofes*% 
words, the earth, may be ftill taken here in the largeft fenfe, 
without glancing the leaft contradidlion on our hypothefis, 
feeing China will be found to have been as effeftually peopled 
by the defcendants of Shem, Ham, and Jacket, as any other 
part of the globe. 

How Mo- If it fhould be aflced how Mofes came in this cafe to know 
fcs could fo exaftly how long Noah lived after the flood, the moft ob- 
knonutht vious anfwer is, That he might do fo, as he did many other 
N?ahV relating to the creation, the antediluvian world, 

life * deluge, dtf. by immediate infpiration; it not being at all 
beneath the dignity of that facred hiftorian to take notice, 
that, the Divine Providence having determined to Ihorten the 
life of man, the patriarch Noah was the only one of all the 
poftdiluvians who attained to the longevity of his antedilu¬ 
vian anceftors. 

However, fetting afide infpiration, it is not at all impro¬ 
bable that he might learn that remarkable particular from the 
Midianites, among' whom he had lived forty years, and the 
daughter of one of V’hofe princes, or priefts, he had mar- 

P Qencf. X, «Ic. 

rled. 
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ried Some of thofc fons of Abraham by Keturah, who 
were fent by him into the eaft ^ might by this time have ad¬ 
vanced fer enough tow£u?ds China to have fettled fome com¬ 
merce with it by the help of thofc great caravans that were 
then much in vogue in thofe eallern parts; and by that 
means have been informed of many curious things relating to 
that empire, among which none could better deferve their 
notice and obfervation than the name and extraordinary long 
life of its celebrated founder. 

We have now quite gone through all the topics we had to 
offer in favour of Ae hypothefis of Noah being the fame witli 
the Chinefe Fo-hif and the founder of that noble empire; and 
hope that by this time we have at leaft raifed it to a greater 
degree of probability than it hath hitherto attained, as well 
as fixed its chronology upon a firmer balls than any yet at¬ 
tempted ; by which means a way may be farther opened for 
greater improvements, and more curious difeoveries. It were 
to be wifhed that the fixing the beginning of their monarchy, 
and of the reign of TaUy upon fo authentic and unqueftion- 
able a fadl as the miraculous folfHce above-mentione^, and 
baclung it with the authority of the Hebrenv and antient Chi~ 
nefe chronology, could prove of flill farther fervice to us in 
reftifylng the remainder of that long period, from the reign 
of Tau to the birth of Chrift. But that, we fear, will hardly ^he impof- 
ever be found prafticable, till we can have recourfe to 
authentic records, if any fuch be ftill extant, than thofe which 
have been as yet tranfmitted to us by the Chinefe miflionaries, 
and on which the length of the dynafties and reigns mani- ” ‘ 

feftly appears to have been defignedly ftretched out beyond all Yau 
due bounds in favour of the feptuagint, and in order to fill fg Chrlji, 
up the extravagant excefs of 900 years, which that chrono¬ 
logy allows to this period above our Hebrew one ; fo that, 
upon the whole, our readers inuft be content to receive the 
lifl of the fubfequent reigns from TaU to Chrift on the fame 
foot, in point of length, as thofe miflionaries have been plcafed 
to tranfmit it to us, and with the difference and difagreement 
which arc ftiiljbund between thtdr feveraJ accounts of them. 

The reckon not their long periods by centuries, as 

we and other nations do, but hy Kya-fees, or cycles of flxty 
years; the invention of which is attributed to one of their 
great mathematician? named Ta-nau, who was one of the . 
chief minifters to the celebrated emperor IVhang-ti, They*"^’^^* ' 
ftyle thefe cycles Lo-Jbe-wha-kyay that is, the coi^ruAion of 

*1 Vide Exod. ii. 23, U fcq. Afts vii. 30, Genef. 

xYv. 2, it fcq. a 
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fixty conyerfioni f, or years ( 0 ). Neverthdcfs fisreiral learned 
moderns are of opinion, that this method of cobipoting by 
cycles is of much more recent date, though they ov^n it to 
*rhe firjt ^ ImpoiTible to afcertain the time of its iiirendon: be 
tyclt dif' that as it will, one of them rightly obferves *, that there iS ^ 
ferently fomc dlderence among the Chineft annaUfts about the com-^ 
fixed in mencement of that computation} feme beginning it from the 
tbein attd fifft year of Whang-ti'i reign *, agreeably to a Chinefe treatife 
other an-- written oh that fubjedl; and others at the eighth year of It 
”oU ffalde ditfers Itill more from them, who begins his firft 

cycle at the firft year of the reign of TaUf by which he hath 
retrenched no lefs than five cycles and forty years from the 
Chinefe chronology, and intr^uced thereby a double confu- 
fion into it; viz. firft, by leflening the number of cycles; 
and, fecondly, by dating his firft from the firft year of that 
monarch’s, reign, which fails on the 41ft of the fixth q’cle 
of the other chronologers; but as he plainly owns that he 
hath taken all that trouble merely to r^oncile his own chro¬ 
nology to that of thefeptuagint we lhall leave him to go on 
alone in his new track, in order to avdd leading our readers 
into <the like perplexity; and follow that more plain and 
beaten one which Martini^ and his predecefibrs, have trodden 
before; and in the rubfequent chronology, and lift of moa<^ 
archs, begin the Chinefe cycle at the firft year of the empei'or 
lVhang~tu In the like manner we fhall fct down in the mar* 
gin the i-efpc6live years of the cycle, in which any remarkable 
tranfaflion happened, and in the fame order as they have done« 


t Sec C0VP1.ST Prxfat. in Hift. Sinici Dv Halds fub 
Whang- ti, & al. fup. citat. * FovaMOKT, ubi fiipra, 

p. 405, &feq. ' Martin! fub Hoang-ti. Couplet, & 

al. ubi fup. ** Miitions Etrangere^ ap. Du HaldeEngl. editk 
p. 134,(1'). Du Haldl, ibid, fub Yau, p. 143. 


(O) Thefe cycles confift, on 
one fide, of ten, and, on the 
other,'of twelve charafters, im- 
portinp; the names ot certain 
animals, and ierve both for 
numJi^ers and ligns. I'he firif 
ten are ftyled roots, and the 
others branches; fo that every 
year is marked with one oi each 
fort ; and the whole is fo con¬ 
trived, that the lame two figus 


never come together again till 
the fexagenarv la out{4J. 

Ytf-natt, the author of it, was 
one of tlie chi.f minifters of 
Whang tiy and was appointed 
by that monarch to find ont 
this fexagenary cycle, whilil thd 
reft had likewife their refpeftive 
provinces allotted to them, of 
whicha fuller account will be gi* 
ven under that prince's reign (i;). 


(4.) Dr i:r, ttj. Xael't Ohjert/, Matbtm . & Phyjir, p. cn, Maftim, ubi fup. 
Job liotng-tti DulUiat^ <0 *1% (S) Du ibii. 

We 
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We (hall, howcvor, think ourfelves obliged to dilpenfe widi * 
adding to them, the years of the ffood ; fince their being cal¬ 
culated accordii^to the feptuagint, and not our Hebrevi chro* 
nology, and confeqnendy of no authority to us» would ra- 
'^thcr introduce a new confufion, without any poflible ufe or 
benefit. As for thofe which follow the Chrillian asra, down to 
the end of their hiftory, they being more confiftent with it, 
and to be depended upon, we think they ought by no means 
to be omitted, and /hall take care to fet them down regularly 
as they come. 

SECT. IX. 


VHse Reigns of the Chinefe Monarchs^ from the Foun¬ 
dation of their Firft DynaJ^, down to the Birth of Cbrift, 

H aving endeavoured, in the foregoing feftion, to fix 
the foundation of the Chinefe monarchy upon a better 
and furer foundation than any hitherto extant a ; and given 
an account, in our antient hiftory, of the reigns of Fo-hi^ and! 
his eight immediate fuccellbrs **, down to the beginning of 
their firll dynafiy, we (hall readily excufe ourfelves from j:e- 
peating any thing that hath been laid on that fubjeft, except 
only what will be of farther ufe towards the fixing of that 
fo much controverted epocha upon the fame bafis ; and, for 
this, we need only remind our readers, that, as we endeavoured 
to trace the foregoing period upwards, from the preternatural 
folfiice which is recorded in the Chinefe annals to have hap¬ 
pened fome time in the reign of Tau ; but which we endea¬ 
voured to fix, on the authority of the Hebrew chronology, to 
the 67 th of that monarch’s j fo we may, with the fame eafe 
and clearnefs, fix the latter by the years that elapfed between 
the phsenomenon above-mentioned, which was before Chrifl 
1451 as follows : 

Tau reigned in ail 90 years (A), and therefore lived 
23 years after the folfiice, and died Anno — 1408 


• See p. 362. ^ Vol. XX. p. 137, & ftq. • Sec the 

chronology of oiir Bibles on JoQi. x. 

(A) This is a’tcording to Du Halde, who hath intro- 
Martini (i ), whom, for the rea- duced a new, or rather confuied 
fbns above-mentioned, we have the old, order of the Chine/t chro- 
chofen to follow, and who nology, gives Tau 100 yean 
places his death on the 20th reign (3), which, if right, will 
year of the 8th cycle (2, that is, only bring the foantution of 
aftording to the Chi»eye chrono- this frfl; dynafty ten years later, 
logy, in the year before Chrill that is, in the year before Chrift 
2258. * 357 - 

(t)ffifi. S>’n fui Tau. ( ft) Id. ih.JuL Xtf. (3J £figl. edtt, val, i, p. 143, feq. 

Mod. Hist. Voi.. VIJT. A a His 
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His fucceflbr Shun reigned 50 yearsafter row (B), and 

’ died— — — — —‘ *35^, 

The fii ft dynafty, called Ifya, was founded in the 
year immediately following th 6 death of Shun, or 1357 
According to this computation, the beginnh^ of thi^^ 
dynally will be found to come Abort of the Clnneft by no lefe 
than 850 ye^irs, according to Du Ha.W.e, who places it Amo 
2207 before Chrift, and to carry it earlier by 936 years than 
Monf. Fourmont, who brings it down to the year 441, and 
TOnfequeiitly to be a kind of medium between thofe two ex¬ 
tremes, and, as fuch, to be likewife mote agreeable to the ge¬ 
neral opinion of the learned, who think the latter place his 
as much too low as the former do theirs too high^ It will 
likewife have this fsu-ther advantage over them both, or in¬ 
deed any other hitherto attempted, that it is founded bn a 
more certain bafts, the authority of the Hebrew chronology ; 
whereas that of the Chine/e is ftretched beyond its due bounds, 
either out of affeftation of a fuperior antiquity, or to bring 
it up to the flandard of the feptuaglnt; and the other is as 
nnreafonably curtailed upon no better ground than feme un¬ 
certain conjeftures, and a few vague and precarious parallels 
drawn from profane hiftory; and all this not improbably 
from mere oppofition to the Jefoitical writers, againft whom 
feme late French authors have been fanguiue enough to fay, 
that thofe fix dynafties which preceded the ChriBian a:ra 
might be reduced to a much fmaJler number of years S that 
is, Hiat fix dynallles, containing die reigns of x 11 monarchs, 
might be comprehended within a Ihorter .fpace than 441 
years; for fo many the Chinefe records affirm to have belonged 
to thofe iix dynamics, as the reader may fee by the table we 
(hall fubjoin of them. 

In the mean time, leaving thefe opponents to difpute that 
point among themfelves, we may, we hope, fafely appeal to 
every impartial reader, whether our calculations do not, by 
this time, appear the moft rational, as well as the beft found¬ 
ed. All wc lhall farther obferve in its favour, from what 
hath been urged in die laft feflion, is, thatl^e period between 
Fo’hi and Tau, which, we are told, is given up by the Chinefe 
hiflorians, as well as by the Jefuits, as fabulous, of, at the 
bed, as uncertain and indefenfible, doth, by his furprifing 

^ Be his, vid. vol. xx. p. 152, 8c feq. 

(B) Bi tfa ^lartini and Du and 17 with his worthy collegne 
lluUit allow him a reign of 50 Yu^ whom hcalfo appennted Hts 
^earb, that is, 33 by himf^lf, fucceffiir (4). 

( 4^ M rtin. uH fup, fu 8 Xwtt Du HaUt, ibid, t, 145, Stt alfo Anc. Wfi. 
- c. AX./>. 147, 
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conformity to the laigth of the lives of the poftdiluvian pa- 
triarehs mentioned by Mofes, and coetaneous with k, bid 
faireft for being thetnoft genuine and uncorrupt, and the moft 
to be depended upon, of any that follow it, dow’n to the birth 
of Chrift: fo that whatever alterations were afterwards made 
, in the Chimfe chronology, or, in other words, whatever num¬ 
ber of years have been fince added to the duration of the firft 
ibt dynaflies, in order to llretch them out to aaoy years, they 
muft of courfe have been foifted into that period ; whilll that 
tvhich preceded it, from Y&u upwards to being given 
up as uncertsun, if not fabulous, had the good fortune to 
efcape their amendments. But as it is impoflible to know or 
guefs, until fome more authentic annais can be' produced, 
what addition of years hath been made to each of thofe fix 
iirfl dynafties, in order to ftretch them fo the length we find 
them in; fo neither will it be expefted that we ftiould attempt 
any other emendation to the following tables according to 
Du Hulde^ than the fixing the year of the firft dynafty accord¬ 
ing to the calc\ilation we have given above : neither fhall we 
attempt to alter the length of any of their reigus. Which 
would be no lefs prefumptuous than impofTible, whatever 
other learned perfons may venture to do; and large fcope 
they may give to themfelves in fo dark and remote a province, 
of which thofe of Monf. Fourmont may ferve for a tafte to 
our readers ; and-whofe tables we fhall fubjoin, oppofite to 
thofe of the Chinefe and Jefuits, out of Du Halde. As to the 
dynafties Which follow the Chriftian aera, the reader will find 
lefs difibnance about them \ and both joined together are as 
follows (C): ' 


(C) As we have hadoccafion 
to mention, in a former volume, 
fome modern, and, for the molt 
part, fliort-lived dynafties of the 
lame name with thofe antient 
ones, as Hyat Han, and which 
we are going to give in the fol¬ 
lowing uft, tho* ifbt founded till 
fome thoufand years after them, 
that is, till the total dilTolution 
of that of T'u. en, or MungU in 
the year of Chrift 1280; it will 
nos be improper, in order to 
prevent all mifapprehenfions 
from the likenefs of their names, 
to apprife our readers, that the 


founders of thefe modern ones 
meant no more by it than to dig¬ 
nify thefe their refpeflive new 
dynafties by the name or title of 
fome of the moil conliderable 
among the antient ones : and 
accordingly one ftiled his own 
the dynafty of Han (5); ano¬ 
ther his by that of Hya (6), bV. 
and got them inrolled under 
thofe names in the Chinefe an¬ 
nals, tho’ they were all obliged 
to give place to that of Ming { 
fo that, in fa£l, there have been 
no more dynafties, properly fo 
called, than the 2 2 which follow: 


(%) Vah V. f, 6i, %( 6 ) Hid, f. 69, & ftf. 

A ^ 2 
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A of the Twenty-two Chittcfe Bynajties\ or 
Imperial Families^ that have piffejfed the Throne 
fitcciJIkely. ... 


^ Mr ^ 

Dynafliea, 


Emperors. 

Beginning 
of each 
Dyaafty. 
Years bcf. 
Chrift. 

Duration, 
according 
to Du 
Halde. . 

Duration, 
according 
to Four* 
ffiont. 

Began, 
accord 
ing to 
our hy 
potheiii 

h Hya - 

m ■ 

17 

2207 

458 

441 

135: 

11. ShangiOrJng 

28 

1766 

644 

664 


HI. Chew 

- 

35 

1122 

873 

874 


IV. rftn - 

• 

4 

248 

43 

42 


V. Han - 

* 

25 

206 

Aft. Chr. 

426 

425 


VI. Hew’han 


2 

220 

44 

45 


VII. Tftn - 


IS 

265 

iSS 

155 


VIII. S071g - 

IX. 7)f - - 


8 

420 

59 

59 



5 

479 

23 

23 


X. Lyang - 


4 

502 

55 

55 


Xi. Chin 


5 

557 

33 



XII. Swi 


3 

. - - - 

29 

37 


XIII. Tang 


20 

618 

289 

289 


XIV. Hew-lyang 

a 

2 

907 

i 6 

16 


XV. Hew-tang 

9 

4 

925 

13 

13 


XVI. Hew-tfm 

m 

■ 2 

936 

II 

II 


XVII. Hew-han 


2 

947 

4 

4 


XVIII. Hew-chew 

m 

3 

951 

9 

9 


XIX. Song - 

m 

18 

960 

319 

320 


XX. Ywen - 


9 

1280 

89 

88 


XXL Ming - 

m 

16 

1268 

276 

277 


XXII. Tfing - 

m 

3 

1645 

92 

^ m m 



The Firft Dynafiy (D), called Hya, confijling of ly 
EmperorSy and 458 Tears. 


I. 

Dynafiy 
Hya. 

Cycle 9. 

Year btf. 

Chinefe word Cbatty ber of years j the whole time 
‘ which our writers tranflate^^Mi;/' which any race poiTeiied 
emperor . /y^dothnotproperlyficnifycither dominion being catlcd the 

that, or a race, fanuTy, or fuc- of fnch a race as Hya ChaUf or 
cefRon, according to Mr. Four- the Chau of the HyOf that is, the. 
but rather a certain itum- whole fpacc during which the 
3 hba 


T his dynafty begins, according to the Chimfe annalifts, 
on the iith year of the pth cycle, and with the reign 
of the emperor 21 /, furnamed 7 <z, or the Create who, as we 
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have kea in. their antient hiftory, was preferred to the throne 
,bj Shun, their ninth monarch from Fo-hi, on account of his 
great merit, before any of his own family k; on which ac¬ 
count one of his fons attempted to raife a revolt againll him, 
but without fuccefs, he being abandoned by the grandees and 
the common people. His Angular merit not only kept him firm 
on the throne, but made that, as well as the high-priefthood, 
^hich had been before united to the crown, to become both 
hereditary in his family; fince which time it was made death 
by the law for any but the emperor to offer facrifice. 

TU-TA was a very juft and mild prince, always open to 
rile advice of his minifters; and devifed a moft extraordinary 
way of giving all his fubjedls a free accefs to his perfon, whe¬ 
ther to obtain juftice or favour from him, or prefer a com-r 
plaint agmnft any of his officers (E); and is reported to have 

rifea 


Vid. Univerf. Hift. vol. xx. p. 149. 


Hya reigned ; and fo of the reft 
(18). 

We beg leave likewife to re¬ 
mind the reader, that what the 
Cbinefe annaliftsftyle the ninth, 
is by Du Halde llyled only the 
third, he having (truck out the 
fix preceding ones, from the 
third emperor IVhang-ti, or, as 
Martini and others write him, 
Hoangtius, down to that of Yau^ 
or Yuusy where he begins his 
own, contrary to all his brothers 

(» 9 )- 

(£) We are told, that he 
caufed a bell, a drum, and three 
tables, one of iron, a fecond of 
lead, and the third of fione, to 
be fallened to the gates of his 
alace, on which was an order 
xed, that all thofe who want¬ 
ed to fpeak to him, (hould (Irike 
on the inftraments, or tables, 
according to the nature of their 
bufinefs. The bell was for ci¬ 
vil affairs; the drum for matters 


relating to theiaws, or religion; 
the leaden table for thoftf that 
concerned the government, or 
minifiry ; the (lone one was to 
denote a complaint againff the 
injuftice of any magiftrate ; and 
the iron one was to exprefs fome 
very fevere treatment; and he is 
accordingly reported to have left 
his dinner twice, and his bath 
three times, in one day, to go 
and redrefs the people’s griev¬ 
ances, at the firll found oAhofe 
inftrumenls (20). 

However, with relation to his 
minifters who came to advife 
him, Martini adds a (lory which 
is more to the glory of his cm- 
prefs, than his own: for, being 
once fo far exafperated at the 
boldnefs of one of them, as to 
refolveto cut him off, chat amia¬ 
ble princefs, having timely no¬ 
tice of it, came immediately ta 
him, in a more fumptuous drefs, 
and greater chearfulnefs in he^ 


f t8) F'jumnnt Rtflefi. miiq. fur Ttifl. des anc. peupt. tm. ii, p^ 397. Du 
Halde Engl. v)l. i. p- 13^, (C). (19) Cerf. Du Htldt fuh Yuu TV, 

cum Martipi fub Tuat, p. 47. Cauplet, JSiai, & at. fub. tad, (zo) Martini, 

Cpupjtt, Du Hpldt, & al, in Tii^ 


.in 

9 


The rrtnvn 
made here¬ 
ditary in 
his family 

His noble 
charaHer* 


A a 3 


looks. 
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» rifen often from his table, or left his bath, qf other amuf^ 
mmts, to hear the grievances of his people. The book Shu^ 
mentions feveral of his noble inrfruAions to prince, an4 
Rice Wine other wife fayings. It was under his-reign that 1 -tye invented 
invented the Chinefe wine made of rice, dfewhere defcribed ‘; whicl^ 
andforbid. jjjg emperor no fooner had taAed, than he foretold the mifr 
chiefs wluch that pernicious liquor would caufe not only tO' 
the 'empire, but lihewife to his family; in 'both which he 
proved but too true a prophet: though, to prevent either as 
much as pollible, he caufed a law to be enafted, exprefly 
forbidding the making and drinking of that liquor, under the 
fevereft penalties. But, as the art of making it could not be 
baniflied with its author, it was not long before the liquor 
became in vogue, and is ftill one of the greatefl delicacies at 
the tables of the Chinefe, as we have elfewhere fhewn 
Jiistrea- TU-T.-l was a great mafler of aftronomy, aflrrology, and 
tifeon a- agriculture; and wrote an excellent treatife on the latter, in 
griculture. which he taught his fubjecls how to improve their own lands, 

' b/ manuring. raiJing, and levelling them, and particularly by 

opening a courfe to the watcj's, i<> make them flow from the 
gronflds which had too much, or Iny under them, into thofe 
that wanted them. He reigued feventeen years with Shim, 
who had raifed him to the throne, and ten by himfelf) and 
Deati'. died grt atly regretted by all his fubiccls 

II. II. Tl-kly his w’orthy fon, and inhetitor of his virtues, 
Ti-ki. fucceeded him, to the great joy of all his iubjecls; but found 

* See before, p, 279, & 350. ® See before, p. 379, & feq. 

&(W). “ Martim, Couplet, NotL, Du Halde, & al. 

looks, than ufual; and, being the defired efFc£l; the emperor’s 
alked the occafion of it, gave refentment was fo cfFedlually 
him this noble anfwer :You difarmed, that his ear from that 
** and I have great reafon to time was equally opened either 
congratulate each other on to advice or reproof. The 
“ your having fuch wife and reader may fee, in the authors 
“ faithful ininifters, who, in- above.quoted, many other in- 
“ ftead of mifguiding you by fiances of his vifdom and pru- 
*' their flattery, dare fpeak the dence, but efpecially of his ex* 
truth without fear. It is the traordinary tendernefs and com- 
** greatefl happinefsof apince,. paffton, particularly wheniifver 
** to have thofe about him from he faw any of his fubjefls drag- 
** whom he may learn the truth, ged to any fevcrc punifhment, 
** which is but too often fup- which we have no room to re* 
prcfTcd by the very fear of late (21). 

, t* offendiog,” This fpeech had 

(zi) Martini, Jul Ta, p. kz. 


the 
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the beginning of his reigni unhappily difturbed by one of his Tearofthe 
tributary princes, who raifed a war againfl him, with a dedgn 9^^ 
of making himfelf iii 4 ependent. Ti-ki put himfelf at the **• 
head of his*army j and, by the ailiftancc of fix other tribu- 
tary princes, foon quelled the revolt. But his fubjefts did 
ilid not long enjoy the happinefs they had begun to talte un¬ 
der his wife and mild government, before he was fnatched 
from them in the ninth year of his reign ; and was fucceeded 
by hi^fon. He left five worthy brothers, on whom he had 
beftowed as many governments in fome of the provinces of 
the empire, which his fon raifed afterwards into principali¬ 
ties, that they might live in a manner fuitable to their birth ®. 

III. TAT-KA NGy on his mounting the throne, infleacLof 
following the fieps of his predecellbrs, left the care of the 

ftate to lome of his favourites, whilft he gave himfelf up to , 

hunting, to wine and women, and other unworthy plcafures. ^ 

He fpent whole days in purfuing of wild beufts, and ^ 20.^^* 
let his numei'ous train of men, dogs, and horfes, defttoy cbr»' 
the plains and harveft of his fubjefts, for which they made 2188. 
loud and heavy complaints ; but, finding them all inefFeifual, 
they were driven into fuch refentment and defpair, that they 
revolted againft him, wdiilft he w'as ranging the w'Oods after 
his fport. The perfon to whom they applied was a nobleman 
named /, or Tr, who had then the command and the love of 
the whole army ; and w'ho, being moved by their cries and 
mifery, refolved to dethrone and banifli him, which he eafily 
compallcd by the help of the rell of the nobility, who all 
unanimoufly joined with him, and fet his youngeft brother 
Chung-kang upon the throne, after he had reigned twenty- 
nine years p (F). 

IV. CHUNG-KANG, though raifed to the empire by IV. 

univerfaj confent of the nobles and pecfple, refufed to take the Chang 

hang. 

® Martinj, Couplet, Noel, Du Halde, & al. J* lid. 
ifiid. 


(F) 7ay-kang 8id but too truly 
verify his grandfather Tu-ta's 
predi£lion of the dreadful mif- 
chiefs which rice-wine would 
bring on his empire and family ; 
for it was now become fo much 
in vogue, that it had let in an 
inundation of other vices. His 
I^Qth^ and five brethren were 


obliged to accompany him in 
his exile; Martini adds, that 
the Xu-kin^f or Sbu-kiag, hath 
recorded in de^p elegiac veHcs 
th^ doleful complaints, and fe- 
vere reproaches, which thefe 
five made to that unhappy prince, 
a iketch of which he hath given 
us at the end of his reign (22}, 


(*a) Martinif tn Tu, p. 55, ^ Jef, 

A a 4 


title 
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Tear()/theiLii\& of emperor during his brother’s life; fo*that the years 
cycle, which clapfcd between the depofitlon and death of the latter 
S 9 -^ are not reckoned to the reign of the former. This conduft 
Bef. Chr. univerfaliy admired*, though that prince was not without 
i*>S 9 * fome fear that /, or Ts, whofe power aftd credit hadfoeafily 
dethroned his brother, might one day make ufe of it againft 
himfelf. To fecure himfelf, therefore, againft his intiigues,* 
vdthout appearing guilty of ingratitude, he not only feemed to 
place the greateft confidence inhim,butprotefted that he could 
not be without the counfcl of fo wife and faithful a'nAnifter, 
and having him conftantly near his own perfon. /, who made 
no doubt of ftiortly getting an abfolute afcehdant over him, 
and ingroffing the whole government into his hands, eafily 
gave into the fnarc ; and refigned the command of the army, 
as incompatible with his new poft; and Chung-kaug gave it 
to Chrw, a faithful and experienced officer. 

/, FINDING himfelf over-reached, and rather fulrc^led 
than beloved by that prince, refolved to revenge himlelf by 
thd total deftruflion of the imperial family; bur, as that 
could not be done whilft fo faithful and able a man as Chau 
was at the head of the army, he tried in vain all means cither of 
rendering him fufpefted, or of deftroying him by fome other 
way. At length he had recourfc to a new ftratagem; which 
was, to gain the grandees over to him by his profufe gene- 
rofity, whilft he artfully ftrove to fecure himfelf of the favour 
and confidence of his fon and fucceflbr, till he C9uld effeft 
A famous his ruin without hazard. In the mean time the exiled Tay- 
eclip/e. hang died, and Chung-kang took upon him the title of empe¬ 
ror ; but was loon after taken off by a fudden death, and left 
the throne to his fon Ti’fyang, after he had held it twenty- 
nine years It was in fome part of his reign, tho’ authors 
are not agreed about the year, that the fo much famed eclipfe 
happened, of which we have had oecafion to fpeak mdre than 
once % and concerning which the Chinefe records affirm, that 
Hi and Ho, who prefided over the tribunal of the mathema¬ 
tics, were put to death for having negle^fed to foretel and 
infert it in the ephemeris of that year (G), vyhtch was then a 
capital crime. 

V. TL 


a Martim, Couplet, Noel, DuHAi.NF,&aJ. See 
Un. Hift. vol. XX. p. 109. & 151. See alfobe^fore, p. 183, (B). 

(G) This eclipfe (which is bright ftar on the fouth fide of 
faid by the Chinefe aftronomers the lucid one at the head of 
to have happened in conjunftion Scorpio) is affirmed by the mif- 
with the coaftcllation Fang, a fidnaries to have been verified 
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V. TI-SYANG^^XvSi'sSyanguSy fucceeded Ws fathw; httt, *V. 
inftead of following his wife meafures, and guarding hlmfelf Ti-fyang. 
agaiofl the intrigues of the traitor /, made him his chief confi- “^^orof the 
dent, and foon after transferred the cdmmand of the army from 
the faithfulto him; and, by that fatal Hep, put it again in 
^his power to execute his long-projeftcd defign againft the 21 
"imperial family. His new^ poft gained him a raft number of ^ 
creatures, and his liberality the love of the army; infomuch I’-f treafin 
that the infatuated emperor, who could now no longer be 
blind to his treacherous defigns, was forced to flee for refuge 
to the courts of two of his tributary princes and relations. 

I tried all the means he could invent to difculpate himfelf; 
complained to him, by the moft fubmilTive letters, of his be¬ 
ing falfely traduced by his enemies; and begged of him to 
return to his own metropolis, and he would foon convince 
him that he had not a more faithful or zealous fubjeft ifl his 
empire. He went fo far as to accufe fevcral of the emperor’s 
moft faithful friends of fundry crimes, and to have them, ei¬ 
ther baniftied, or put to death, and filled their pofts with his 
own creatures, , 

He fuccceded fo well, that he looked upon himfelf as Punijhed 
already on the throne, when his bafe treachery was punilhed hy one of 
in kind by one of his own creatures and confidents, whom he crea- 
had raifed from one poft to another, and at length to the 
command of the army. Han-tfe^ that was the villain’s name, 
an artful and ambitious man, faw plainly enough that it 
would be eafy for him to mount the throne himfelf, by cut¬ 
ting off both his benefaftor and fovereign; and, as the fol- 
diery were intirely devoted to him, he made no fcruple to or¬ 
der a number of them to aflaflinate / as he was hunting ; 
which was done accordingly; and afterwards gave out, that 
it was done by the emperor’s orders, and as a juft p'unifhment 
for his treafon. His next ftep was, to fend for Kyau, the 
eldeft fon of /, an aftive and violent youth, and to perfuade 

by frelh afironomical calcala- fufpeft them to have fuffered 
tions, and is mdch infilled on to death not for negleft of fore- 
provc the early fkill of the Chi- telling it, but for being carouf- 
nefe in that branch of agronomy, ing with fome of the friends of 
We lhall not repeat what wc the traitor / when it happened, 
have faid in a former feftion and probably for raifing fome 
againlt that vain pretence (i); fort of prediftions from it iu 
but only obferve farther, that his favour (2). 
ibme of the Chinefe hiftorians 

(t) StebtfQrtif, i8», (Si) Cenf, Martini, Pu Halde, S’ al. fuf, 

fitft, • 




him 
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^ '* hifli to revenge his father’s death; to acpomplilh which, he 
fknufhed him with a body of troops, and adviied him to 
march inunediately at the head of them againil the empercn'7^ 
who, not havipg ritne totaife a Sufficient army, was ea/ily de- 
The empe- feated by himj^ Kyau killed the emperor, and the two tribu- 
ror taur- tjry princes, with his own hands; and Han~tfo^ to make fiirq 
Jsreii. of xhe crown, deftroyed foon after thrwhole imperial family, 
excepting the emprefs, who, being then pregnant, efcaped 
with much difficulty into the mountainous parts. Thus fell 
the unfortunate Ti-fyang, after a reign (rf twenty-feven years; 
and the ufurper, being now in polTeffipn of the empire, re¬ 
warded the fon of I with a confiderablc tenitory, which he 
created into a principality *. 

Hfin-tfo JiJN-TSO, alias XaO'kang, mounted the throne, and held 
u/urps the it forty years, but was at length deprived of it and his life by 
throne 40 the true heir of the’ imperial family ; for the queen, who; as 
years. we hinted above, fled to the mountaiug, took refuge among 
Shau- the fhepherds, and was there delivered of a fon, whom fhe 
kang’/ named Shau-kavg^ and biought him up unknown to any one; 
hrth and grown up to years of maturity, before Ifan-’ 

retreat, heard of it; but being afterwards informed, that the 
ufurper was making a flrift fcarch after him, he retired from 
thence, and went and hired himfelf as a domeftk at the court 
of one of the tributary princes, where he parted for a {hep-* 
Z>thvers herd’s fon. k was not long, however, before his extraordi- 
himjelf. naty air and behaviour gave that prince reafon to think him 
* much higher born than he pretended ; and, having queftioned 
him about it one day in the kindefl manner, was by him in-r 
formed of the whole myftery of his birth, family, and con-* 
cealment; upon which he tenderly embraced him, and pro- 
mifed him his proteftioh and beft fcrvices ; and, as an earnefl 
of it, ga^e him his daughter in marriage, with part of hia 
principality for a portion. Shau-kang, having now a better 
opportunity of difplaying his parts and merit, eafily convinced 
him that he was worthy of the throne; and he, on the other 
hand, lofl: time to acquaint all the nobles and minifters, 

who were h the intereft of tfle late emperor, with the difeot 
very, and with the excellent charafter of the young prince. 
By that time the tyrant was become fo hateful to all the peo- 
Deftats pie, that they joyfully fided with their lawful prince ; who, 
the ufurp- living raifed an army, attacked, and topk him prifoncr, and 
put him to a fliamcful death. 

VI. VI. SHAU-KjJNG afeended the throne of his anceftorx 

Shau- vrith univerfal acclamations; and, immediately after his co- 
kang 

* Vide Martin, Dt; Halos, ^ al. fup. cit?it. fub Ti-fyartg. ' 

ropatioil. 



6.1. m m»r3 tf chi^, 

roaation, his forces to purfue the accomplices of 

late treafon, , ^au dood m his own defence, but, his little 
army being 'eaiUy cut he was talcen prifonier, and b#h^d^ 
ed, Und as many of the rebels as cou|d be esught were liJm- 
wife put to death; by which means the tranquUUty of the em« 
pire was again happily reftored, and the iaws mumed their 
antient vigour, Shau-kang togk all proper meafures to ns* 
form all the abi^fes which had crept in dm'lng.the late ufurpt* 
tion ; and had the pleafure to fee his orders readily obeyed^ 
and his people happy and cafy under his wife government. 
His reputation drew feveral amballies from foreign princes, 
and his reign proved as glorious as peaceable. He died iu 
the twenty-fecond year or his reign, and was fucceeded on 
the next year by his fon, 

VIL TI-SHUf alias Chusi in whole reign nothing extra* 
ordinary happened, except fome few revolts on the fea-coafls, 
which were almoft as foon quelled as raifed. The empire in 
every other refpeft enjoyed a profound peace during his reign, 
which lafted feventeen years. 

VIII. TI-lVHATt alias Hoay or Hoajiij, fucceeded his 
father; and was in fuch high eftcem, and his empire in fuch 
a floiirilhing condition, that foreign princes fought his friend- 
Ihip far and near (H), and feveral of them put themfelves under 
his protcflion. But the long peace he enjoyed^ made him 
become effeminate ; and fuch a flave to his pleafures,, that he 
fpent the remainder of his reign clofe fliut up in his palace 
among His women and eunuchs, without ever lliewing him- 
felf to the people. All that time his favourites governed 
with fuch an arbitrary fway, that the fubjefts had no poflible 
means to prefer, as ufnal, cither requeft or complaint to him; 
and this oppreffion continued till the end of his reign, which 
had lafted twenty-fix years, when he died, and was Succeeded 
by his fon, 

IX. TI-MANGf alias M&ngusi whofe reign proved much 
the fame as the former, except that he was not quite fo im- 
merfed in pleafure, though equally indolent. He is recorded 
for no one remarkable thing) except his removing his court 
towards the Yelloyi River^ and vifiting fome maritime places. 
He reigned eighteen years, af d wa$ fucceeded by his fon, 


tie 

time. 

Tearoftta 

lltityekt 

19 . 

Cirm 

9059, 


vir. 
Tilhu. 
Year of the 
11 th cycle, 
41. 

Brf. Chr. 
2057. 

yiiL 

Ti-whajr. 
Year of the 
11 th cyclef 

Bcf. Chr. 
20^0. 


It. 

Ti-mang, 
Year of the 
1 ith cycle, 

24 . 

Bef. Chr. 
2014. 


(H) Some of thofe ambaffa- But that the Japamfe iflanders 
dors are laid to have come to were of that number, as fome 
C&r/raby fea, and from feveral of Eurepeam have luppofed, is by 
the ltdjacent LQands, tho’ they do no means probable, on feveral 
not name them; from which it accounts, which we fhall have 
appears, at leaft, that the art of a more proper occalion to men* 
navigation was then knownt tion in their hiHory. 


X. rh 





XI. 

Ti-pu- 

Icyang. 
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* X.* X. TI-STEf alias i>; ‘whowasfo famed for his love of 
Ti-fye. juftice, and fingular care to preferve his fubjefls in peace and 
Tear of the wealth, that fevcral of the petty fovereigns of the neighbour- 
iztb ^cle, jng nations became his tributaries, and came in perfon to pay 
_ their homage to him. Ti-fye not only granted thefe his pro- 

teftioOf but rewarded their fidelity with titles and dignities,^ 
which they were not a little ambitious of; and fometimes with 
prefents, much more than equivalent to the tribute they paid 
him ^ He reigned fixteen years, and left his crown to his 
ion. 

XI. TI-PXJ-KTANG reigned fifty-nine years; during 
which long fpace it is furprifing the Chinefe annals have not 
found fomething worth recording, except fome faftions which 
fear of the reigned among the princes of the blood about the fuceelfion, 
izthcycUt which he however obtained after his father’s death. This 
58. filence is attributed to the great tranquillity which his fubjedls 
Eff Chr. enjoyed during his reign ; but he did not take the fame care 
1980. jQ fecure the crown to his fon Kong-kia, whom he had nomi¬ 
nated his fucccflbr; fo that he was obliged to give way to the 
fuperior power of his uncle, 

XII Xll. •TI‘KTONG, or jfCungy who wrefted it from him; 
Ti-kyong. and, after an ufurpaton of twenty-one years, left it to his 
fon, 

XIII. TI-KIN, who held it likewife from the right heir 
twenty-one years more; but became fo contemptible to the 
people by his debaucheries, that he could not fecure it to his 
fon; fo that, after his death, it was reftored to Kong-kia, 
whom his father had deprived of it. 

XIV. KO NG - KL4y alias Cung-kia, inftead of learning 
wifdom by his forty-two years of adverlity and misfortunes, 
no fooner faw himfelf on the throne, than he abandoned 

y^ear of the himfelf to his pleafures, and became* one of the lewdeft and 
moft effeminate princes that ever reigned. None but the 
y 9 ‘ worft fycophants and flatterers could get acceC? to him, or 
Sej.Chr. government; by which means he be- 

9 * came fo odious to the people, and fo contemptible to his 
His vices vaffal princes, that they refufed to pay him cither tribute or 
and death, homage, whilft his debaucheries and extravagancies had put 
it out of his power to oblige them to it. Neither did he take 
one fiep towards it, or roufing himfelf from his effeminate 
indolence; but, after a fhameful reign of thirty-one years, 
left the crown to a fon who inherited all his vices, as well as 
his throne “. About four years before his death was born the 

if 


XIII. 

Ti-kiii. 


XIV. 

Kong- 

kia. 


» Martini, Couplet, Noel, Du Halde, &al. 
ibid. ' 
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famed CMng-tang, who afterwards became the founder of die * 
fecond dyi^y XV. 

XV. TI~KAV, or CaUt copied after his father, tho* the Ti-kau. 
throne had begun for fome time to totter in his family; 

making hb palace the fcene of his moft infamous plcafurcs, * 5 ^^ 9 ^^^* 
ihortened his days, and left the crown to Ti-fa his fon, sdtcr « 

^ Ihort reign of eleven years. 

XVI. TI-FAf or fhw, is not recorded either for any vir- x\^.* 
tues or vices during the nineteen years of his reign, nor for Ti-fa.* 
any thing but the homage which was paid to him by the tri- Yearlfthe 
butary princes on his acceiOlon to the throne ; and his being i^thcydty 
the unhappy parent of Kya^ the moft wicked of men, and 21. 
the laft of the dynafty of Hya. 

XVII. KTAt alias ASnv, though faid to have had fome 
good qualities, yet proved fuch a monftcr of wickednefs and 
cruelty, that his memory is as much hated to this day as that 

of Nero was among the Romans, His emprefs, ftill more \eth%cU 
wicked and barbarous than he, had fuch an abfolute afeend- ^ 40; * 

ant over him, that ftie made him commit the moft enormous Bef. Cbr, 
cxcefles of cruelty and debauchery to pleafe her (I). He be- 1818. 

*came wiV- 
hd reign. 


^ Du Haldb, ubi fup. fub Kong kia. 


(I) Thismonfterofa woman, trees, and there alTuaged their 
whom the Chinefe annalifts call hunger, as they had done their 
Vi-hia (3}, not only put that in- thirft before ; and this ufed to 
fatnated monarch upon com- be one of her mildeft diver- 
mitting the greateil extortions fions. 

on the fubjetts, to fupply her Another, and more fcanda- 
unmeafurable extravagance in lous by far, with which (he ufed 
building, furniture, kSc. but pre- to delight herfelf with him, was 
vailed on him to have a large in a private apartment of the 
fpot of ground digged up m palace, where they kept a num- 
the form of a lake, and to be ber of the iineft young perfons 
filled with wine ; 3000 men of both fexes, fetched tsa and 
were fent thither every day, near, and bought at a vaft 
who were obliged to kneel upon price, to (hew all manner of 
all fours round*the borders of naked and lewd poftures, and 
it, and to lap the wine like fo play the moil (hameful tricks 
many dogs,till they were drunk, with each other. But the mofl 
after which they were ordered inhuman of all was the butchft^* 
to reel to a neighbouring wood, ties ihe caufed to be made of 
where they found oxen, deer, thofebraveminifters who dared 
hogs, and other beafts, ready to prefer a complaint or remon- 
drefiad, and ^ging on the fcrance, or even (hew a diflike, 

( 3 ) Vii, S^riiKt fub SSeite, 

jigaSaft 
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' cdme lit kngth fd bdidtis to lus fubfefh of aU ranks* diat they 
were on the iwrat of dethroning him, when oiie his cfaaef 
tniniftersf Who had Kill (btne remains of tend^tfs £(»- his 
Ijerfon, undertook to reprefcnt to him, itt the moft ferious 
and r^pefiful manner, the imminent danger which his ficen* 
tioufuefs and tyranny expofed him to % ana was executed for 
it in his prefence., flis fury did not abate the teal of the 
tril} feme of them Tenttired even to prefent a fevtre taerno- 
tiai to him, in which they fcrupled not to upbraid him with 
his murders, cruelty, and other fcandalous vices; which fo 
exafperatcd him, that he refoived to put the authors of it to 
death. 

Ching- Among them, the great Ching-tang^ lately mentioned, a 
tangr««V®fibutary prince, of the race of Whang-tl, a Wife and worthy 
i 9 the perfon, having ventured to join his remonftrance to theirs, 
thrent. Was for it caft into prifon ; where he had not lain long, before 
he was nnanimoully chofen by all die Kates to fucceed him, 
and obliged to declare war againft the tyrant; in dtang which, 
he howm^er took care to difclaim all title to the crown, and 
to declare that he only took up arms to bring him to reafon, 
and a fenfe of his duty. His army was foon completed, every 
prince aflifting him with troops; whilft Kya found fuch a 
general defeftion among his fubjefts, that he could raife but 
a handful of men. Neither fucceeded he better in his appli¬ 
cation to the Tartarsy whom he endeavoured to gain by the 
faireK promifes; fo greatly was he abhorred by them, that 
they plainly told him they would never take up arms in favour 
of fo wicked a prince. Kya, feeing himfelf thus abandoned 
onallfides, had recourfe to di/fimulation and intreaties; and 
Only begged of Chang-tangy that he would fpare his life: 
Hefleres Which had fo great an effeft on that noble prince, that he 
himy and hot ohly grant^ it to him, but reftored him the crown; and, 
retirej. Quitting the command of the army, retired to his own little 
llate. For this unexampled moderation he was greatly ad- 
Kya’j /«- niired by all but the ungrateful KySy who no fooner faw hiin- 
gratitude. folf refettled on the throne, than he returned to his former 
vices; and, to complete all, railed an armyl and marched 
againft him as a rebel and a traitor. Ching-tang had by that 


Ugainft ary of their detefiable 
prafliccfi {^); fo that, upon the 
whole, it may he jaftly faid, 
that this firft dynafty owed its 
•xt-imHior. to a \\om:m; the em* 
pcTor bfiug coiiftiieJ to h.ive 


had feveralgood qaaHties,which 
mi^thave made him a good 
prince, if he had not been fo 
onhappily yoked to, and go¬ 
verns by, moirfcef of 
Icwdncfs and cruelty. 
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ikne, put himfelf in a good pofture of defencfe; hut, when • 
both armies came to engage, he few, with pleafure, all tht 
imperial forces come over to him, and lay their ajms at hii 
feet, proclaiming him their emperor, and deliverer. K^a 
had now no other refource but flight; but was purfued, till d^au < 
he got quite out of the boundaries of the Chinefe empire j exile 
^and tha^ ended his days, after an ignominious exile of three, and death* 
* and a reign of fifty-two, years *; and with him ended the 
firfl; dynafly. 


^be Second pynafiy^ called Shang (K) 5 comprehending 
y wenty-eight Emperors^ in the Space of 644 Tears, 

1 . INC-TANG was proclaimed emperor, with the 

^ loudeft acclamations of the "whole empire, as foon as 
Kya was got beyond the boundaries of it. The great proofs 
he had already given of his wifdom, moderation, and Angular 
merit, made him be received, through every place he palled, Ye^^fthe 
as a deliverer and feviour fent from heaven; and he was al- ^th cycle 
moft the only perfon who thought himfelf unfit for fo im- 32, 
portant a truft; infomuch, that he allembled his jntnifters "Bef. Chr, 
and grandees no lefs than three times, in order to refign the 1766. 
crown, which, he told them, any other would more worthily 
wear than himfelf; adding, that he thought himfelf fulfici- 
ently rewarded, in having fo happily delivered his country 
from tyranny; and that he preferred the fmall ftate which 
heaven had allotted to him, to an empire, of which he was 
not the lawful heir, and did not think himfelf able to govern. 

The fequel proved how fincere he was, and above all artifice, 
in what he thus freely declared to them : for, when his 
grandees came to reprefent to him, that he ivas raifed to it 
by the particular dire&ioUf which, being touched with the 
miferies of the people, had made choice of him for their deli- 
"Verer {•which, they told him, "was manifejl from the unani¬ 
mous concurrence of all the Jlates, and the univerfal joy of all 
the fubjeSis, which plainly fhewed, that they woidd have no 
other fovereign but him ); Ching-tang, overcome by their 
prefling inftances to accept of the government, made no delay 


* Martini, Du Hai.de, & al. fup. citat. 

(K) This was the name he the little flate was called, in 
gave to the imperial family, which he formerly had govern- 
ftom which the whole dynafty cd, in quality of a king, or tri- 
took it, it bciag that by which hutary prince (5). 

{5) Vidt Martini, ubi Du iijtiie, f;b Chinj tang. 
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( to apply to the buiinefs of it, in fuch manner as ihould 
fully amwer, if not exceed, the high expedations they had 
ctmceived of him. 

He began, accordingly, with the choice of fome faithful 
and able minifters; among whom wasor I-yn^ aperfbn 
of known virtue and wifdom, .whom he placed at the head 
both of the council and army, by whole help and advice, he, 
(bon wrought a reformation through the empire. He repealed 
all the cruel laws of his predecellor, and enacted others, in 
lieu of them, full of wifdom and equity. The army, which had 
been formerly ufed to plunder, was brought under the flrifteft 
difcipline; fo that order and tranquility were again rcflored 
through every province. In his reign were found fome rich 
gold mines in the mountmns that divide the provinces of Xan-Ji 
and Pe-chcli ; the benefit of which he freely granted to the 
inhabitants, without any tax or profit to himfelf. He caufed 
to be engraven on all the veflels which were for the ufe of the 
palace, the moll excellent maxims of morality, that both 
himfelf and his officers might have continually before their 
eyes thofe principles by which they ought to fquare their 
conduO. In a word, he was fo highly efleemed by all the 
neighbouring princes, that many of them readily became tri¬ 
butaries, and fubmitted themfelves to his empire ; and as for 
the people, they filled the air eveiy-where with their pcaifes 
of him, and prayers for him, and juflly looked upon him as 
their grcatefl: benefadfur, as a tender father, and the author 
of all their happinefs (L). And when he died, which was in 

the 

(L) This excellent prince criminal, and, lifting up his 
gave a fignal pi oof of his fa- hands to heaven, entreated the 
therly tendernefs, in the time Supreme Being to fpare his fub- 
of an univerfal drought, which jcdls, and let the whole weight 
lailcd feven years, without one of his wrath fall on him alone., 
drop of rain, and had caufed This prayer he repeated fix 
a grievous famine among his times, with the fame fervency; 
fubjefts; when attributing that and, at the end of it, the ficy 
calamity to his own faults, he became coverec[ with clouds, 
devoted hinifilf a vidlim for the which poured down a plentiful 
welfare of the people. He firfi and general rain, and rellored 
observed a rigorous fall; then the earth to its ufual fruitfulnefs 
laying afide the imperial or- and plenty thro' the whole em- 
n^ents, cut off his hair and pire (6). 
nSls, both which were then This famine is foppofed, by 
worn very long, he marched fome of the miflionaries, to be 
out barefoot, in the guife of a the fame which is mencioued 

(6) Mcrttni, CtupUt, Dm Halit j & at. fup, (itat, JtA Ching-ttog, 

in 
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the thirteenth year of his rdgn, the whole empire went into 
©ouming, and every one lamented for him, as for the lofs of 
a parent. His eldeft fon Tay-ting dying before him, he left 
the crown to his grandfon, named 

II. TAT-KTJf or Tai~kiaWy who, inftead of treading in his If. 
fg^nd&ther’s Aeps, began his reign in fuch a manner, as gave Tay-kya; 
reafon to fear he would foon become defpifed and odious to Tear of the 
his fubje£ls. To prevent which, /-in, die wife and faithful cycle, 
minifter of the late emperor, after feveral frultlefs admoni- _ 45 * 
tions, thought fit to m^e ufe of his authority, which was 
ftill very great; and having in vain reprefented to the young 
monarch the abufe he made of the power, which heaven had 
intmfted him with, chiefly for the good of his people, made tting, 
ufe of a flratagem, to reclaim him, as needed all his great 
reputation and credit to fupport and juftify him in it. 

He caufed a houfe to be built near the tomb of the late lAn'sMhle 
emperor, and Ihut up the young monarch in it, that he might ftratagem 
have time to refleft on his former ill conduft, and form his to reelam 
future one by the example, and near the allies, of his excel- 
lent grandfather; and, at the fame time, he declared himfelf 
guardian, both of the prince and empire. He kept him there 
three whole years, dofely confined; by which time, proves fu^ 

young monarch, now no longer blinded by the fplendor of cefful, 
his fortune, had made fuch ferious refiedions on his pafl ill 
condud, and on his want of thofe virtues that were requifite 
for the well-governing of fo great an empire, as quite con¬ 
vinced thofe who were about him, that he was now a new 
man, and would fleer a quite oppofite courfe. Whereupon 

in Qenefis (7); but, beiides the more fynchronical with that 
improbability that fuch cala- which happened in David'o, 
mity Ihould fpread itfelf fo far time (9); for though this lalt 
over the earth, as to have reach- continued but three years in 
ed from Egypt to China t the yet the doftors 

Chinefe faimne, according to afnrm, that it lalled feven years 
them, falls about the year be- in other parts, which they infer 
fore Chrift lydo.tand that of from the words of the Prophet 
Egypt in 1708, according to the Gad to David (i o) j but we fee 
Hebrev} chronology; and the no reafon to fuppofe, that a 
fame will appear ftill more an- drought or famine mull be felt 
tedated, if the reign of Tau, through fo vaft a tract of land, 
theireighth monarch, be brought as lieth between the Meditir- 
down fo low as the time of ranean the te&cnx 01 Chinefe 
fo/juay as wc have lately hint- fea. 
ed (8), and will appear to be 

{7) Chap.iiW. poff.- (8) 'Sttbtfege, f. 362, (9' I Sem. xxi. pajf. 

(it.)} Ctnfer. chap. xuv. I3. & iChr'w. xjx. li. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. VIII. 
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/•zf^rwent Hm(elf to him^^and conduAed him out his con- 
fiodnent; and hamg placed him on the throne, proclaimed 
hltn emperor a fecond time. The people, charmed with his 
behaviour, efpecially to that great minifter, whom, inflead q£ 
£gas of refeniment, he loaded with commendations, and 
tokens of the highefl gratitude and confidence, did joyfully 
acknowlege their emperor, and befiowed the high^ enco¬ 
miums on him, and his now greatefi favourite and confident. 
From that time Tay-kya followed his advice in every thing, 

, and governed with fuch lingular prudence, that the tributary 
princes, who hadbegun to revolt, gladly returned to thdr duty; 
and all the orders of the flate were perfectly fubmifiive to 
Tay-kya’i him, whilfl: he lived. He reigned thirty-three years, and 
death. vfas fuccceded by Wo~ting, another grandfon of Ching^tar^, 
III. III. WO-TINGf the worthy grandfon of the founder of 
Wo-ting. this dynafty, was, like his prcdeceflbr, intirely governed by 
Year of the wife counfels of the faithful l-in ; and being deprived of 

1 death, on the eighth year of his reign, honoured his 

Bef. Chr * fumptuous funeral, worthy of the imperial 

iy20.*‘’ the vaft efteem he had for fo valuable a minifter.. 

His lofs was, however, recompenfed by his fon /-/«, who in¬ 
herited all his father’s virtues and great qualities, for which 
he was defervedly advanced to the fame honours, and merited 
the favour and confidence of feveral of his fuccelibrs. Wo-ting 
reigned twenty-nine years, and was fuccceded by his brother 
Tay-keng; concerning whom, hiftory hath left us nothing, 
but the years of their reigns. 

tv. IV. TJT-KENG began his reign in the forty-feventh year 
Tay-keng, cjxle, and reigned very peaceably twenty-five years. 

V. V. SYJU-KTJf or Sia-kuvw, his brother, fuccceded him; 
Syeu'kya. and, after a peaceable reign feventeen years, was fucceeded 
by his brother, 

V YONG-Klf or Jm-giev), a third fon of Vo-tingt but 

Yong-ki. ijy jjjg mother. In his reign fome of the tributary 
princes, refuling to afiiil, according to euflom, at the afim- 
bly which the emperors held from time tp time, gave him 
fome uneafinefs. He reigned twelve years, and left the crown 
to his brother Yay-vu. 

Vri. VII. TAT-VUf upon his acceiOSon to the crown, is re- 
Tay-vu. ported to have been terrified by fome accident which happened 
Tear of the the palace ; viz. a mulberry-tree was covered with'leaves 

18/i* cycUy ijj fgygjj jjayg^ ^ud Ml thTcc more withered and died ; 

Bef ^Chr wheat, fown in the ground, grew up into full ears 

164,1. * f^oie time; which that prince looked upon as 

^ ‘ the forerunner of fome revolution. But upon his confulting 
i-pu^ the wiip foo of I-in$ about it, was anfwered, that vir¬ 
tue 
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tuc was out of the reach of omens; and that, if he governed 
hS$ people well, nothing could endanger his peace and happi- 
nefs. 7 aj/-vu made the beft ufc of this wife Icfibn, and ap¬ 
plied himfelf fo clofcly to the adminifhration of jufticc, that 
he began to give audience early in the morning, and never 
fthred till he had heard all the parties who applied to him. 

His aflidulty, and love of juftice, made him ^ored by the 
people, and be looked upon as equal to any of his predeceflbrs; 
ib that his orders were all punftually obeyed, and the tribu- • 
tary princes never abfented themfelvesfrom the great aflemblics 
convoked by him. Among others of his wife laws, there is 
one Hill in force to this day, that in every town a certain 
number of old people ftiould be maintained out of the public 
treafury. He reigned feventy-five years in peace, and died in 
the province of Ho-naut whither he had removed his court. 

VIII. CHONC-TiNGf or Chung^ting, the fon of Tay- VIII. 
vu^ fucceeded liim; but was obUged to remove his court Chong- 
from the province of Xan-fi into that of Ho-nariy and after- ting.- 
wards into that of Pe-che-Hj on account of the frequent Jn- Tear of the 
undations of iht IVhang-ho^ or Tellow River. His reign at 

firft was peaceable; but was fince difturbed by fome of the p 
inhabitants on the fouth fide of the river Yang-tfe-kyangy who ^ 
went in bands, and plundered the neighbouring provinces; ^ 

againft whom he fent a powerful army, which cut thofe ban¬ 
ditti in pieces, and put an efFedtual flop to their inroads for 
the future. By that means peace was again refiored in his 
empire; but he did not long enjoy it, before he was fnatched 
away by fudden death, after having reigned thirteen years: 
and was fucceeded by his brother, 

IX. VAY’J INy or Vaigniy who reigned fifteen years, and was IX, 

highly beloved by his fubjefts. In his reign arefaid to have Vay-jin. 
begun the wars between the brother and children of the fle- Tear of the 
ceafed emperor, which lafted near 200 years, but hiftory 
mentions no particulars about thet% He was fucceeded by 

his brother. 


X. HO-TAN-KTAy who was again obliged to remove liis 
court to fome higher grounds in the province of Ho-nan, on ac¬ 
count of Uie frequent inundations of th^YAhw River. There is 
nothing recorded of him, except that he reigned nine years, 
and le5 the crown to his worthy fon and fuccelTbr. 

XI. TS U-TE enjoyed a happy and peaceful reign, thro’ 
rile wife counfels of one of his ko 4 auSy or minifiers, called 
Teriy whom, in gratitude, he raifed to a principality; an ho¬ 
nour .till then never beftowed, except on the fonu or nephews 
cf emperors However, he ftill retained him near his perfon, 
that he might confult him on all emergencies; nor was he 
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fuflopedl to go?ern Ms Uttle £bte in perfon till after that moa- 
arch*s death, which happened in the nineteenth year of his 
reign, when he was (iicct^ed his iibn, 

XII. TSU-SIN, or Zu’Zini againftwhom the brethren 
of the late emperor raUed fuch powerful cabals among the 
Tear of the grandees, that they well-nigh excluded him from the fue* 
zotb cycUt ceffion, on pretence that they were of fitter age for govera- 
5 *; meat than he. Happily for him, the authority of the Ko-lau 
Bef. Lhr. enough to put an end to the contell j but 

* ^ * it did not dcllroy the feeds of ambition which then reigned 

among thofe princes, but only fupprefied them for a time. 
We fnall fee them ripen in fome of the fubfequent reigns, when 
feveral of thofe princes frequently ufurped the crown from 
their nephews, Tfu-Jtn reigned uxtcen years, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his brother, 

XIII. XIII. TO’KTJf who wrefted the crown from his nephew 

Vo-kya. Tfu-tingt who was not in a condition to refill him, and en- 
Ttaro/the it more quietly than he deferved. His defign was, to 
z if cycle, jjgyg jeft jj. {q j^jg meafurcs were difconcerted by 

®* the lawful heir, who afeended the throne immediately after 
the death of the ufurper, twenty-five years after he had taken 
It from him. 

XIV. XIV, TSU-TING, or Zu~ting^ fo well concealed his re-- 
ITu-ting. fentment againft iris uncle all the time he held the crown 
T tar of tie from him, that he even infinuated himfelf into his favour and 
z\Ji cycle, confidence; and fo wifely concerted his meafures, that, upon 
_ 33 * his death, he afeended the throne without doing the leafl. vio- 

lence to his fon, except excluding him. He governed with the 
^ fame moderation and prudence the whole time of his reign; 
and, at his death, gave a fignal inftance of his impartial love 
for hisfubjefls, in leaving the choice of a fucceflbr to his mi- 
nillers, in cafe they judged that his fon had not virtue and 
merit to govern them. He died in the thirty-fecond year of 
his reign ; and was fucceeded by his nephew Nan-keng, the 
fon of Vo-kya, who had, for fome jealoufy or mifdemeanour, 
been fent into exile. « 

XV. XV. NA N-KENC, though chofen by the majority of the 
Nan- court-miniilers, yet there was ftill a number of thofe of the 

provinces who preferred the fon of the late emperor, and made 
Tear of the ^ poweiful party in his favour. The conteft was hot and 
%2J. cycle, w^.^\y ijjgg . jjm; jAan-keng, proving too ftrongfor 

5 ; his rival, kept poilellioii of the crown whiift he lived, but. 
was fucceeded by his nephew, the fon of T/u-tiag, after he 
had ifcigix J twenty-five years. 

XVI. XVf. TANG-KTA had biifr a fliort and troublefome reign, 
Yang kya. the feuds ftill reigning between the two parties, and many' 

s . 
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of the tributary princes ha^dag Ufithdrawn their obedience, Teer»fth» 
and being upon the point of making tliemfelves independrat, 22^ 
Which would have endangered the ruin of the monarchy, 30 » 
feut the emperor died in the feventh year of his reign, and 
his brother Pvtmg-keng feized on the crown, in prejudice of 
his Ton. 

XVII. PWANG*KENGy though an ufurper, foon altered, XVII. 
fiy his wifdom and valour, the whole face of affairs, and re- Pwang-- 
ftored the empire from its tottering condition. His application 
herein was indefatigable; he made the great Ching-tang the 
model of his conduft, and revived fundry of his wife and 
falutary laws, which had been in fome meafure abolifhed by gefCbr 
the negligence of his predeceflbrs; and made it a conftant 1401. * 
rule not to intrnft any of the important polls, either of the 
court or empire, to any but men of the greateft merit for 
wifdom and virtue : for though he did not difown, that his 
ambition of reigning had made him feize on the crown' in 
wrong of his nephew, yet he took fuch care that his example 
Aiould not influence others to the like treafon, that he feverely 
punKhed every aftion that had the Icafl: tendency to it in 
others. This foon brought all the tributary princes agmn to 
their allegiance, and eftabliflied a perfefl tranquillity thro’ all 
the empire. To prevent its being again dillurbed by the 
ambition of the brothers, in prejudice to their nephews, 
which had for fo many reigns been the caufe of fuch fatal 
contefts and bloodftied, he enafled a law to feenre the crowm 
to the litter, though himfelf had no ilfue, but was fuccceded 
by a brother. He commonly refided in the province of Shan- 
ff and died in the twenty-eighth year of his reign. 

XVIII. STJU-SIN, alias a flranger to his bro- XVIII. 

ther’s application and merit, had like to have endangered the P vau-fm. 
empire again by his indolence and love of pleafure, which made ^ 
him leave the care of the government to his vilefl flatterers ; ^ 3 *’^ 
and his excefles and effeminate life had well-nigh deflroyed - * 
the peace and good order which his prcdecejTor had taken fo 
much care to eftablifti in the empire, had not his death put 
an end to them. He reigned twenty-one years, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his flSn, 

XIX. STAU-YE, or Siao^ye, This prince had had fuch ' 

a noble education, that the grandees, under whom he was ^ 
’brought up, did not doubt but that he w’ould have proved 

excellent emperor: but, as foon as he faw hiinfelt at the ^ 
head of fo great an empire, he eaflly forgot all the wife in- 
•iktiflions he had imbibed, and followed the pernicious fleps 
eff his father; and, though he reigned tv/cnt3(-one years, 
would have been recorded for iK>thing but hb vices, had not 
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he given birth to a ^}wJho became, a^d is ilUl efieenwd, ooe 
of the greateft tronarchs tbac ever had* 

XX. VU-TINC was yet young when he afccndcd the 
throne, and committed care ^ the government to his 
Tear of the prime mlnifter,. whilft he paid the triennid mourning to. his 
z%d cycle, father, which he did in a houfe near his monument, in vdiich 
S fich himfelf up ciofely, and all that time was implori^ 

I a 24 ^' virtues as were fuitable to iS 

’ llatlon. That time being expired, he returned to his palace; 
and faw foon after, in a dream, a man prefented to him by 
heaven to be his prigie minUler; whofe features, Ihape, 6’c. 
were, fo ftrongly imprefled on his mind, that he drew an 
exaft portrait of him, and caufed the man to be fought for 
Ftt-ywe, accordingly. Upon a proper fearch, they found a man who 
an obfcure exaflly anfwered the pidlure; an obfcure mafon, named Ftk- 
mafon, ^vho was then at work at a village ; and brought him 

to court. Here they aiked him a great variety of quefUons 
concerning government, the virtues proper for a fovereign, 
the reciprocal duties of princes and their fubjefls, the diffeient 
charges of the empire, drr.; to all which he gave fuch juft, 
The emfe- wife, and excellent anfwers, as charmed the whole court. At 
' length the emperor addrefled himfelf to him in words to this 

eflfeft: I now plainly fee, Fu-ywe, that you are the perfon 
whom heaven hath appointed to affift me with your wife in- 
ftrUftions, and I wholly commit myfclf to your direction ; 
heinceforth I look upon you as my father and guide; do you 
cojifidcr me as your pupil and difeiple, and fuch a. pne as 
carneftly afpires after the higheft degrees of wifdom and 
virtue, and will be ever ready to follow your wife counfels. 
Look upon me as an unpolilhed glafs, to which you are ftiil 
to give a greater luftre ; as a man in a llorm at fea, whofe 
pilot you are to be; and as a barren foil, on whom you are 
to beftow the beft manure : let me never want your falutaiy 
admonitions and reproofs ; neither flatter me, nor fpare my 
faults j that fo, by your aflGIlance, and that of my nunUlers, 
I may acquire the virtues of my grandfather Ching-^tang, and 
reftore, in thefe unhappy times, the peace, order, and happl- 
nefs, of his government, * 

Here prolb^ting himfelf, as is ufual,, before tho 

/nuertotkt cmpa'or, freely reprefented to him how much eafier it w^ 
m^rer, to know what was right, than to purfueit; aftd to ^procure 
good advice, than to be governed by it; but added, that 
where thofe two go hand in hand, a prince needed not to 
. doubt of his being well beloved and obeyed by his fubjeffs. 
Wifi in- He gave him accordingly a noble fett of iaftruiftions, the b?ft 
finemem part ol' which are iiill extant iq 
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proved inch 9 , Stti£t ohTesiTer tif diem, that he became an ex¬ 
cellent pattern ibr good imnces; aid His repntatidh, iVhich * 
fpread itfelf among the moft dilbnt nations, indu<%d feves-al 
to fnbmit themfelves to him. He rdgned quietly and happily 
mty-nine years, and #as fucceeded by his Ton. 

XXL TSU’KENG had a peaceable but fhort reign of XXL 
fiaren years, and was fucceeded by his brother. Tfu-keng. 

XXU. rsU-KTA a flranger to his father’s virtues, be- XXIL 
came fo odious to the people by his pride and debauchery, Tfu-kya. 
that he caufed very dangerous commotions in feveml parts of 

the empire, and luch as feemed to threaten no lefs than the 
cattinftion of this dynafty. He reigned thirty-three or thirty- 
four years; and was fucceeded by his fon, 

XXllI. HNS INy who proved no Icfs a Have to his lufts; XXIII. 
and, to prevent all interruption of them, forbad his minifters Lin-fin.* 
to trouble him with any affairs of the empire, by which he 
Ihortened his days; and, after a reign of fix years, left the 
crown to his brother, 

XXIV. KINC-TINGy of whom nothing is recorded, XXIV. 
but that he reigned twenty-one years, and died about nine King- 
years after the birth of Vu-wangy who became the 4 punder ting, 
of the third dynafty. 

XXV. VU-TEy his fon, fucceeded him; and proved worfe, XXV. 
and more impious, than any of his predeceffors; and, hav- Vu-ye. 
ing caft from him all fear of heaven, to deal in magical expo- Tear of tU 
riments, in which he found himfelf likewife difappointed, is 25^^ cycle, 
fuppofed to have brought down the dreadful vengeance which 60. 
feu on him, by his impieties- and blafphemies againft it; and 

was kiUed by thunder, as he was hunting, in the fourth year **98- 
of his reign. About this time fome of the eaftern iflands Eajiem 
began to be inhabited by colonies fent thither from Chinuy iflands 
among which are reckoned thofe of Japariy of which we lonied, 
lhaU fpeak more fully in the fequel. 

XXVI. rATTJNGy thefonofKw-y^, began his reign by XXVI. 
declaring war againft a tributary prince, whofe little ftate, Tay-tiag. 
called Ten, is in the province of Pe-^cheS ; and Pe-kingy the 
now metropolis of the empire, was one of the cities belong¬ 
ing to it. Hi reigned but three years, and left the war to , 
be ftniftied by his fon and fuccefTor. 

XXVII. TI‘TE, upon his acceffion, fent one of his ge- XXVII, 
nerals, named againft that revolted prince; whom he Ti*ye. 

fubdued, together with his whole ftate, and reduced to the 
conditicHi of a private man. The emperor was fo weU pleafed 
Mwth that conqueft, that he erefted that province into a prin- - 
dpality, and gave it to his general, and made it hereditary YJ 
to hi$ reign^ thirty-feven years; and bad ^ 
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fons at his death* two by a wife of the feco&d cx^der, suui the 
yoangeftby his emprefe; but as this was then young, and of 
no proimhug tafeots, his father was inclined to nominate the 
elder of the other two for his fucceflbr j but was oppofed by 
the grandees, as bdng againft their laws. They found after¬ 
wards caufe enough to repent of their choice; the youngeft, 
named CheWy proving a cruel tyrant, whereas the ddeft ha^ 
all the good qualities requifitefor a foverelgn, 

XXVni. XXVIII. CHEW, juftly infamous for his pride, luxury. 
Chew. debauchery, erudty, and tyranny, had married a lady named 
Hit crutl Tay-kyay the moft beautiful, but at the fame time the moft 
, wick^ and barbarous, woman in all the empire; by whom 
' / he was fo intirely governed, that any minifter, who dared 
^ ^ refufe to conform to, her capricious and tyrannic 

humour, was immediately driven out of the palace, or per- 
HernJfx- haps condemned to death. She had moreover perfuaded that 
ccutions. infatuated monarch, that he muft never expeft to keep his 
fubjefts in a due fubjeftion, unlefs he made himfelf dreaded 
by them ; purfuant to which notion, ftie invented a new kind 
of torture, of which we have given an account in a former 
feftion i’, and took an inhuman delight in feeing the unhappy 
objedfs of her dlflike put to that terrible and excruciating 
death. Her hiilband was no lefs given to cruelty and re¬ 
venge, whenever any thing oppofed his brutilh will (M); and 
thefe executions were fo frequent and terrible, that none of 
his minifters dared to advife or controul him. The noble 
Ven-vjang was the only one who had courage enough to op- 
pofe his inhumanities ; but though he was Hill refpedled by 
the tyrant, as well as by the people, for his extraordinary 
merit, and on that account met with a milder treatment, yet 
was he fent to prifon by him, as a punilhment for his rafh- 
sefs, as it v/as called, but in effedl to put a flop to all future 

t Sec before, p. 176, not. (L). 

^M) One indance of this he rage, he flew her with his own 
fliewed towards a jojng lady hands j and, cutting her body 
of Angular beauty, who had into fmall picce^, caufed it to be 
been prefented to him by her ferved at her father’s able. At 
father, in ('rder to inAnuate the fame time another minider, 
himfelf into that vicious mon- iudly fhocked at that unheard of 
arch’s favour,* but llie, being barbarity, could not forbear ex- 
no lefs virtuous than beautiful, prefling his abhorrence of it to 
xeAded his paflion with fuch an the tyrant, who caufed him to 
JiSTpic courage, that, in a At of be put to death (u). 

i'ilj S/tirtin:\ Qu Salde, & ai, fuftdttt. 

remonflrances 
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remoniirances from him. the news of his 1 

meat, the principal fobje^h m his little ftate alTembled them- 
felves 5 and found means to regain hb liberty, by prefenting 
Chew -with a mod beautiful damfel; whofe charms fo capti¬ 
vated him, that flie eafdy obtained hb rdeafe. Vm-wang Ven- 
had all the virtues, lemiing, and good qualides, that could wangV 
^commend him to the Chinefe nation; and the admirable way high cbtt* 
with which he governed hb own little territory had gained raSie* 
him fuch reputation, that forty tributary princes chofe him 
for their foverdgn, as the only perfon who could put an ef- 
fedual end to the evils that then reigned through the em¬ 
pire. But he died foon after, leaving his little principality 
and riches^to his fecond fon, whom he preferred to his ddeft, 
becaufe he refufed to enter into his views of dethroning the 
emperor. This prince difeovered, on this occafion, a pecu¬ 
liar greatnefs of foul; and, without either complaining, or jUs retirt* 
faying any tlung that might caft a diflionour on his father’s mnt, 
memory, retired beyond the river Tang-tfe-kyang, near the 
borders of Se-cfriusn, and there founded the two kingdoms 
of Twe and Hu, 

In the mean time Chew and his wife becoming dail/more Invited to 
odious and intolerable by their tyranny and horrid butcheries, thecrovju. 
the princes and grandees Intreated Vu-vang to put himfelf at 
the head of an army, and give the tyrant battle, promifing to 
affift him with what forces he wanted. Both he and Chew 
made all poffible hafte to raife a powerful army, and the for¬ 
mer met the latter with a much more numerous one ; but, as 
foon as the fignal was given, the greateft part of them went 
over to Vu-wang. Chew, feeing himfelf thus abandoned, 
fled in defpair to his capital; and, entering into his apartment, 
fet fire to it; and, though all the pains were taken to prevent 
its fpreading, it burnt with fuch fury, that half of the palace 
was reduced to afties before it could be cxringuiflied. This 
was the dreadful fate of thp unhappy Chew, iif the thirty- 
third year of his reign, and^ with him the fecond dynafty. 

The fuccefsful Fu-wang entered the palace like a conqueror; 
where the fii'fli objeft that prefented itfelf to him was the em- 
prefs Ta-kya, whom he flew at one blow with his own fword. 

He was immediately after acknowleged and proclaimed empe- Pounds a 
ror by the princes and grandees, to the great joy of all the new dy- 
people, and became the founder of the third dynafty f. najly, 

f See the lifts of them, p. 7* and 37?, 


^bf 
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4 fbe Third Bynafiy^ cdkd Chew, $r Cheva, eontdning 
the Reigns of Thirty^ve Emperors^ within the Space 
of Eight hundred and Seventy-five Tears, 

fbiri T/'U-VANGy or FoAiy began his reign in the 16th year of the 
^ twenty-Teventh fexagenary, or twenty-firft, acccM-ding jo 
Vn-y^g. Halde's new computation, and'before Chrill 1122; and, 
^nhaclt facrifices offered to heaven, upon his inaugura- 

^ \ 6 . * metropolis the province of Shen-fy where he had 

Ckr, retnoved the imperial feat, applied himfelf in the re-cftablifli- 
1122. * ment of the antient laws and cuftoms vdiich had been in a 
great meafure aboliftied, and reftoring the Chinefe government 
to its priftine order and tranquillity, by the wifeft and moft 
falutary regulations (N). Thefe gained him fuch great repu- 

(N) He began, iff, with an feendantsoftheoldemperorlittle 
Inquiry into, and redrelTing, all fovereignties, to enable them to 
the afts of injuilice which had fupport their rank. One prince, 
been committeditt the preceding of the family of Shin-nongy was 
reign. fettled in the province of Sken-Jt i 

2. «He fet many perfons of another, of the family of 

merit at liberty, who had been ti, was fettled in a territory in 
imprifoned. that of Ho-nauy called the king- 

3. He fent for Kii-fu, the dom of Tfu i to a third, of the 
unde of the tyrant (who had family of Tau, he alTigned a dif- 
narrowly efcaped death, by trid in the neighbourhood of 
feigning himfelf mad, for hav- Pe-kingy named the kingdom of 
ing dared to reprove him, and Su ; and to a fourth, who was of 
confulted him upon all emer- the race of Sbu», he gave fome 
gencies, as he was a great aftro- lands in the province of Uo^nany 
nomer, politician,and noble pa- under the title of the principa- 
triot} and the inflrndions he lityof Chh. 

gave him are ftill extant in the To thefe he added fifteen 
Sbu-king. He afterwards re- other principalities, which he 
warded hiqi with the kingdom gave to as many pf his own re- 
of Koreay which he beftowed > lations ; not forefeeing that fo 
upon him and his pofferity,with- anany fovereignties, though dc' 
out obliging them to any other pendent on the crown, Would 
homage than their coming to prove in time the fourcc of un- 
court atevery new reign, to de> nappy wars. He was no lefs ge- 
fire the new monarch's content nerous to his minifters, fome of 
and protedion. whom he raifed to eftates not 

4. He reftored feveral illuf- much inferior to the foregoing, 
trions families, which had been and others he raifed to the high- 
in fome meafure degraded from eff dignities in the empire (12}. 
their nobility, and gave the de- 

(txj Mettiniy D» SlalSty & in Vu-v>$ng, 

tatioa 



ft i: tii piMy of Oattii 395 

tadoii both at hot&e add abroad, that many foreign pnnceSt 
who had withdrawn their homage from Chewt readUycsune i 
to pay thdr homage and tribute-to him, and put themfelves 
finder his proteAlon; and as to his fubjcfts, they had Inch 
• an afFeAion for him, that, upon his being attacked vdth a 
dangerous difiemper in the fecond year of his reign, they ex- 
prefled every-where the deepeft concern for him. Among *Chew- 
•the reft, Chetu-kong, his prime minifter, having caufed lacri- keng ^ 
fices to be offered in the palace for his recovery, lifted up his fen bis 
hands on a fudden towards heaven, and pray^ with a loUd UfiforiH 
voice, that his own life might be accepted in lieu of the em* 
peror’s; and that fo dear a bleffing might be preferved to his 
realm, till he had fixed it upon a firm foundation, freely offer¬ 
ing his own life at the fame time to feve that of his prince. 

His prayer, the hiftory informs us, went not unheard; the 

emperor found himfelf much better by the very next day, and 

in a little time was quite recovered. The whole court and 

kingdom greatly applauded the aftion of the prime mimfter; 

and Fu-waag was fo affefled with it, that he inferred it with groHm 

his own hands in the fecret records which are kept in the pa- 

lace in coffers of gold ; and the memory of it proved, in pro- 

cefs of time, of Angular benefit to the empire, as we Aall fee 

in the fequel. He reigned only feven years; but with fuch 

fatherly tendernefs, and with fuch indefatigable application to 

the public welfare, that he had quite reftored the empire to 

its priftine tranquillity and grandeur; and was fucceeded by 

his fon Ching''wang. 

II, CHING-VANG being too young to take upon him II. 
the reins of government, his uncle Chew-hong, then prime Ching- 
minifter, and a prince .of known probity and wifdom, took 
upon him the care of the realm, and of his education ; the 
Latter of which he intrufted to the moft proper perfons, whilft^^^^^"^* 
he adminiftei-ed the pubUc affairs with fuch prudence and dif- cbr, 
intereftednefs, that all the tributary princes readily acknow- „’ 
leged his merit, and paid him the tribute and homage as to 
the faithful guardian of the young monarch. 

His fingular uprightnefs did not however free him from His excel- 
fufpicion, and from being mifreprefented to him as having lent guar- 
fome view of feizing on the crown, by the number of crea- dim re- 
tares he promoted; which obliged him to retire from court, tiret* 
to the great regret of all who knew his merit and integrity. 

The young monarch betrayed at firft a kind of pleafure on 
-his being freed from his uncle’s tuition; but fooii found, by 
bis experience and ill fuccefs, that he was uo-way equal to the 
burden ; fo that, to extricate himfelf from thefe difficulties, 
he fent for the fea-et records mentioned undei- the laft reign, 

and 
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and there found Jt recorded how Chenv-kong had freely oiSered 
h recalled, his own life to heaven, to fave that of his father ; upon which, 
quite alhamcd at his unjuilt fufpicion of him, he went in perfqn 
to his retreat, and, with tears, intreated him to refume his for¬ 
mer poft, and aflift hiin with his falutary counfels. Chew-kang, 
, £>ftened by his behaviour, tonfented to his requeft; and, from 
that time, gave him daily frefh proofs of his fidelity to him, 
Judmffies and zeal for the public welfare. The young monarch’s repu- 
ration fpread to fuch a degree, by his adhering to the in- 
AreigHua- ftrudtions of his uncle, that the king of Cochin-China fent him 
ambaffadors, with rich prefents, to congratulate him on his 
having afubjeft of foextraordinary mtntz<&Chew-kang\ who 
were received with the greateft marks of elleem and friend- 
ftiip, and fent home loaden with tokens of his generofity (O). 
That great minifter died, highly admired both at home and 
abroad, in the looth year of Ws age, and the 2oth of Ching- 
vanp^s reign; and that prince, to fticw his gratitude to him, 
caufed him to be buried near his own father’s tomb, and with 
the fame funeral pomp as was ufually performed to emperors. 
He outlived him feventeen years, and governed with great 
Wffte for- moderation and applaufc ; and, fome time before his death, 
kid. forbad the ufe of wine, at a folcnin aficmbly of the Hates ; 

alleging, that that liquor^ being the gift of heaven, ought only 
to be ufed at thofe fucrifccs ’which are offered up to it; other 
"wife it proves the caiife of ahnoji all the evils "which happen 
Upon the earths He reigned thirty-feven years, and left the 
crown to his Ton. 


Til. III. KANG-VANG, finding the empire in a profound 
tranquillity, made it his chief ftudy to govern his people 
with mildnefs, and to make them happy. It was one of his 
favourite maxims, that the joy of a prince depended on that 
* g ** 'which reigned among his fubjeEls ; and that he ought not to take 


Sef Chr pleafure when they were in dfflrffs. He took efpecial 


(O) We are told, that, at fea-compafs, whence fome con- 
their audience of leave, Che^v- dude that the prime minifier 
prefented them uith an in- was the invents of it. We 
ftrument, which on one iide have already ih^wn in their an- 
pointed to the north, and on the .tient hiftory {13), that that in- 
other to the fouth, that they vention is aferibed to their third 
might better (leer in their way monarch Wbui^-ti ; but with as 
home, than they had done in little probability, there being 
coining to China. This inflxQ- great reafon to think that it is 
jnent was called Chi nan, which of much later datef. 
name the Cbinffi give to the 


(ij) Ste Ur.iv. Up. vsl. tx, f, igo, 0fefi f T/W.100, (B). 
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delight in promoting agriculture, die care of which he com* ^ 
mitted to one of his minifters, named Cbau~kong ; whilfl: him- 
felf would fit under a willow-tree, to decide the difptites that 
arofe among the hufbandmen. In his reign, fo great a regard 
is faid to have been had to promifes, that prifoners were let 
4>ut every morning to till the land, and regularly came back 
to their prifon at night, according to their parole. He rdgned 
twenty-fix years, and was fucceeded by his fon, 

IV. CHJU-VANG^ alias Chaus, who was fo excelfively fond IV. 

of hunting, that he neglefted every thing elfe; infoinuch that Chau- 
the damage which the fubjefts mffcred, by his horfes and 
dogs, and the vaft train of huntfmen that always attended 

him, and often defiroyed their whole crop, was become in- * 

fiip{»rt5ible. No kind of remonftrances had been wanting to 
obtain a redrefs; but all proved ineffectual; and he, at 
length, became fo odious to them, that, in a kind of defpair, 
they refolved to put an end, at once, both to his fports and 
to his life, by fuch a firatagem as fhould not cafily be difcO- 
vereJ. They had often obferved, that he ufed, on his re¬ 
turn from hunting, to crofs a large river wich runs through 
the province of Xen~Ji, and to have his baigcs w'aiting to 
wait him over to the city of Hang-chrjo ; upon which, they 
prepared one that was fo built, as to fall into pieces as foon as 
it was got about half way over. The emperor entered it, ac- TGrimvei 
cording to cuflom, with fome of his grandees; and had 4 >' 
fcarce reached the middle of the river, w^hen the planks fell 
afunder at once, and the veflel and paflengcrs w'ent doum to 
the bottom. Thus perifhed that unliappy prince, in the 
fifty-firft year of his reign (P), and w^as fucceeded by bis fon. 

V. MO-VANG, or Mous, was a prince of fuch excellent V, 
qualities, as foon gained him the love of his fubjecls, and Mo-vatig. 
made them wink at one remarkable failing he had, viz, an ^ 

zgth cycle. 


(P) The Chinefe annals men¬ 
tion feveral portents which 
feemed to foretel that mon¬ 
arch's fatal ehd ; fuch as, an 
extraordinary overflow of a 
deep well belongihe to the pa¬ 
lace ; and a much brighter and 
longer appearance of the moon 
above the horizon, and its dart¬ 
ing a long fiery ray like the tail 
of a comet, as far as the fign 
Lea (but the moon's place is 


not mentioned); and fomc other 
fuch ibange phasnomena. 

However, w'C are told, that 
in this monarch's reign was 
born the Indlein philofophcr 
mentioned in a former feCfion 
(14), the founder of the Bonaaic^ 
and idolatrous feet which 
afterwards introduced into Ch;- 


17- 

Bef. Cvr, 

lOCl. 


na, together with his doctrine of 
the foul's tranfmigration, about 
65 years alter Chrift (15). 


r»5; l-'tii, AW, Cviplti , iV'ji. 
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^ extravagant fondnefs for horfes (Q). His fuccefs againll; 
fome of his barbarian fubjefh on the louthern part, who had 
revolted, and who were defeated by his troops under the 
command of his general Kau-fu^ encouraged hfei to turn his 
viflorious arms againft the Tartars. This projeft was in 
vain oppofed by his foii-in-law, who reprefented to him thc» 
unreafonable injuftice and ill confequences of it; for that prince 
went on with it, and advanced with a powerful army againft 
them^ as far as the borders of Tartary j whilft the Tartarsf 
who were apprifed of his march, retired as far back as the 
heart of their country, with their tents and cattle; fo that 
Mo‘vangf fending no enemies to fight with, was forced to 
cOnte back, after having fatigued and impaired his army with 
' long and difficult marches; which made him take up, a full 
refolution never to undertake any thing of that kind without 
his approbation. He reigned fifty-five years, and was fuc- 


vr. 

Kong, 
vang. 
Year of the 
^oth cyclef 
12 . 

Bef. Cbr. 
946. 

His cruel- 


cecded by his fon. 

VI. K 0 NG - Vj4NG began his reign with fuch an unheard 
of cruelty, as would have eternally blafted his fame, if re- 
pentanoe had not made fuch a change in his mind, that he 
became one of the mildeft and jufteft princes. It had been 
his cuftom frequently to walk by the fide of a lake in the 
country of Mye^ where at thefe times multitudes of beautiful 
maidens ufed to make their appearance. He lingled out three 
of the moft agreeable to his tafte, and fell in love with them; 


^ and re- but they, apprehending the danger, no longer appeared on 
mr/e. that walk among the reft. Upon which, the enraged mon¬ 
arch, imagining that the country-people had conveyed them 
away, to prevent their falling a facrifice to his paflion, ordered 
them all to be maflacred. However, the remorfe he felt for 


his cxcefs'of palfion, and the juftice and mildnefs of the 
remainder of his reign, eafily obliterated his crime, and he 
has been ranked among fome of their beft monarchs ever 
fence. He reigned twelve years, and left the crown to his 
fon. 


(Q,) His great foible was, to 
make a magnificent appearance 
beforehisfubjefiis. and to ramble 
from one part of the empire 
to the other with a vail retinae of 
men on borfeback, and fpared 
no pains nor coil to have the 
fineft horfes brought to him far 


and near. However, he, took 
dare to cover thefe frequent and 
pompous excuriions with the 
fpecious pretence of fatherly 
tendernefs for his fabjefts, and 
under the n^me of vifeting hiH 
moil diilant provinces (16}. 


(.16) yij, Du ffa'Je, 5? «/. ‘fit Mm Ne-vang, 

VII. YEg 
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Vn. YE-VANC, alias Is, did notWng, daring a reign of 
twenty-five years, worth being recorded; and his name had Ye-wang. 
long ago been buried in obUvion, had not his folUes afforded 
matter of ridicule to fome of the fatyrifis of that ag^. and 
rendered him defpicable to pofterity. His want of merit gave 
his brother an opportunity of feizing the crown from his, chil¬ 
dren, and placing it on his own head. 

VIlL HYAU-VANG, Ygau^iuang, or Htaus, thought . 

ufurper, had addrefs enough to keep himfelf on the throne, Hyatt- 
and gain the affeftions of the people. He was, however* fo. wang- 
extremely fond of fine horfes, that he raifed an obfeure 
low, named Fi-Jlju, to the dignity of mafter of the horfe, 
merely for his fuperior IkUl in breeding, breaking, and ma- « 
naging, them; and, being one day highly delighted with his ' 

dexterity in riding, he bellowed on him a principality in the ^ 
province of Shen-fi j which is the more worth obferving, be- 
caufe one of his defeendants became afterwards the founder 


of the next dynafty, and deftroyed the whole family to which 
he owed his advancement. He rdgned fifteen years, and was 
fucceeded by his fon (R). % • 

IX. I-WANGy alias Is, was a prince of fo little fenfc, 
addrefs, or capacity, that he hardly knew how to fpeak to 
his minifiers, or give an anfwer to their quefiions; and could 
not be prevailed upon either to give audience to foreign am- 
bafUidors, or receive the ufual homage of his tributary princes. 
He reigned fifteen years, and was fucceeded by his fon. 

X. L /- VANG, or Ltew, proved fuch a proud, cruel, and ex¬ 
travagant prince, thathefoon reduced liisfubjefts to the lowcft 
mifery by his continual exaftions, which he as lavilhly fpent; 
infomuch tliat nothing was heard but complaints and lamenta¬ 
tions among the people, and threatening manifeftoes among 
the grandees. Thefe only increafing his rage and jealoufy, he 
cauled ftrift fearch to be made after the authors of them ; and 
at the fame time forbad the people, under pmn of death, t© 
converfe, or even whifper, to each other ; fo that nothing was 
feeii in his meyopolis bur men Ihunning each other, and walk¬ 
ing in mournful filence with their eyes fixed to the ground. At 
length one of his moft faithful minifiers, named Chau-keng, 
took the liberty to tell him, that he was not placed on the 


IX. 

I-wang. 

Yearofthw 

31/ 


X. 

Li-vang.' 
Yearoftbe 
lift ejek, 
2 C. 

HU cruel- 
tiesandex' 
tortiem^ 

Edia 


fpeakitig'. 


(R) In his reign there fell mage; it was likewife accom* 
foch prodigious large hailfiones, panied with fuch unufual and 
that they killed both men and violent cold, that the rivers 
beafls, and did confiderable da- were frozen by it (17}. 


( 17 } NhI, Ciupitt, MaPiini, Du Haldt, & at, fuh Hiaut, 
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throne to make his fubjefts miferable; that it was much eaiier 
^ to flop an impetuous torrent, than to refoain their tongues, 
which only increafcd the violence of their refentment; and 
tiiat the filencc he had impofed upon them feemed to forebode 
fomethlng more dreadful and dangerous than the liberty they 
had of complaining. 

Bis family This tyrannic edift lafted three full years, when the peo* 

mafocred. pje, driven at length into defpair, ruihed like a fudden tor- 
‘ rent into his palace, and murdered all the imperial family, ex¬ 

cept the tyrant, who had but juft time to efcape their fury by 
flight; and his youngeft fon, whom the faithful Chau-kong 
had fecretly conveyed to his own houfe. It was not long, 
however, before the enraged multitude were apprifed of it, 
who on a fudden befieged the houfe, and with flern menaces 
Chau* demanded the prince of him. Chau-kong^ feeing them fo re- 
kong’j folute that his authority could not reftrain them from forcing 
furfrijing their way in, after a fevere confliift between nature and loy- 
loyal^, alty, delivered up his fon to them inftead of him, whom they 
inhumanly butchered before his face. He tried afterwards all 
poflible means to reconcile them to their fugitive prince, and to 
re-eftafelifli him on the throne; but never could perfuade them 
Li'Vang’i to it, fo that it continued vacant for fome years, whilft Li- 
hanijhtnent Viang was forced to live an obfeure and miferable life, after 
and deaths he had reigned thirty-eight years, and wandered in exile about 
thirteen more. 


Xr. XI. SWEN-JVANG, or Si-ven, at length fucceeded his 
Swen- father by the intcreft of his generous prefervei', who was then 

wang, at the head of affairs; and took care to inform the people by 

means the right heir to the crowm had been faved from 
3 *^ 0 ' the common flaughter, and how worthy he was of the crown 
Bef. Chr. heaven feemed to have miraculoufly preferved him, 

' fo they at length confented to it; and, as he was ftill too 
young to govern, Chau-kang, and another equally worthy mi- 
iiifter, were appointed his governors ; and thefe two fo faith¬ 
fully acquitted themfelves of their important truft, that the 
young prince, who was no lefs obfervant of their inftruftions, 
gave them fufficlent proofs of his being every way worthy of 
holding the reins of the empire by that time he came of 
age ; infomuch that he is celebrated in hiftory as the reftprer 
of the happy tiiiv-s wlien the great Tu and C/iing -tang filled 
the Chini'/c rhrone. 

Pecal/s One of his Hrft cares was, to recall all the wife and good 
tl'i fatlo- men^aud philolcphers, viho had, during the late reign, re- 
jej^hers. tired into the mountainous and dcfiirt parts, to be more at 
ieifiue for ftiuly, and, by his mildnefs and generofity, to fix 
them near his pei fon. By, thefe means he became fo highly 

admired 
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admired for his virtues and mild government, that the tribit- Reflates 
tary f>rinces took a lingular delight to pay him their homage, fi>e ^pire 
and to learn from him how to rule their refpe£live little Hates, foitsgran^ 
and all the members of the Hate were by degieies brought to 
their antienc order and fubordination. He likewife quelled 
fome of the fouthern nations who are divided from China by 
the river Tang-tfc-kyangt and had taken the advantage of the 
late troubles to plunder feveral of the Chinefe princes, and 
forced them to fubmit to the laws and cuHomsw the em¬ 
pire. He reigned forty-fix years, and was fucceeded by hif 
fon. 

XII. TEW-WJNG, alias Jnv, Jevs, inftead of thofe gpod Xlt 
qualities for which his father was fo Juftly admired, indulged Yew- 
himfelf in feveral vices, which not only rendered him contempt!- wang. 
ble, but odious to his fubjefts, and brought on a feries of 
great troubles, which ended in his ruin. Afplenetic concubine 
named Paii-tfe, or Pao-fiiay with whom he was moll palfion- 
atcly in love, feems to have laid the foundation of all his mif- His fatal 
fortunes, for whofe worthlefs fake he put away hisemprefs, lo’ve for a 
and difinherited his lawful heir, who both went and took re- cencuhne, 
fuge at the court of his uncle, who had a finall principality 
in the province of Shen-Ji. Many other things that infatu¬ 
ated monarch condefeended to do, to divert her fpleen, which, 
though not equally unjuft, were no lefs ridiculous and un^ 
worthy of him ; but one, in paiticulai-, which coft him his 
life and crown. 

He was then at war with the weftern Tartars ; and had Method of 
given exprefs orders, that whenever the foldiers faw the fires diverting 
lighted, they ftiould immediately arm themfolves, and attend her, 
his perfon; and, to divert his miftrefs, ordered that fignal, 
wliich ought never to be ufed but in cafe of necelTity, to be 
frequently ufed without any other occalion than to fet hef 
a laughing at the hurry ftie faw the foldiers in, and the fur- 
prife and diflike they fliewed at being fo often falfcly alarmed* 

Whilft he entertained her with this odd and dangerous diver- 
lion, he had fent pofitive orders to his brother to bring hint 
back his fon, whp had taken fanftuary with him j and that 
prince refiifing to obey, unlefs the young prince was declared 
lawful heir to the empire, Tcvs-ivang declared war againft 
him; and he, not being in a condition to oppofe his forces, 
went and joined the Tartars^ and in the night-time attacked 
the imperial camp. The fires were immediately lighted, to Cnfls him 
give the fignal to the foldiers; but they had been fo often hiJijeuni 
deceived by it, that they looked upon it as the old game be- empire, 
gun afrelh, to give new diverfion to his concubine; fo that 
Mod# Hist* Voj,. VIII. C c the 
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the Tartars eafily forced the camp, and made themfelves 
maAm of the field. The emperor Ic^ his life, after he had 
reigned eleven years; and was fucceeded by his fon, 

XIII. XIII. PING-WANGf though heir to the crown, was not 
Ping- in a tondititm to put a ftop to the confufion that then reigned, 
wing. nor to the ravages which the Tartars committed where-ever 
Ytar of the came; but, inftead of defending his own dominions, 

33 *^ removed hU^fidence farther off from the province of Shen-Ji 
' to that of Wo-nan ; which plainly appeared to be done more 
to fecure his own perfon, than his empire, againft his vi£lo> 
China in- rious enemy; and this laid the foundation for new troubles : 
vaded hy for, though the tributary princes joined their forces againft 
the Tar- the enemy, and aftually drove them back, and recovered the 
tars. territories they had made themfelves mafters of, yet the kings 
of TJin and Wey, who were in the confederacy, and had fig- 
nalized themfelves againft thofe invaders, made no fcruple to 
claim an abfolutc pofleflion of thofe territories, by way of 
conqueft; and refufed to pay homage to the emperor, under 
SevM-al pretence that he had lent them no alfiftance. Their example 
ittdrpcnd- was followed by feveral other tributary princes, particularly 
ent king- kings of TJij TfUy and Tftn., v.ho became the founders 

three confiderable kingdoms ; the firil in the fouthern part' 
dedyanda province of Shang-tongy the fecond in thofe of Hu^ 

^ar^a- s^ud the third in that of Shen-fi. Thefc 

nongthem. three, looking upon themfelves as independent, followed only 
the dictates of their ambition ; and. by mutual wars, fought 
only to enlarge their territories, and plunder thofe of their 
neighbours. The emperor tried in vain to interpofc his au¬ 
thority, and to.oblige them to live at peace. They defpifed 
liis orders ; and ftill went on with their wars, which were not 
at an end in the time of the great CmfucwSy whofe hiftory 
begins here. 

PING-IYAN 6 reigned fifty-one years, and was fucceeded 
by his brother's fon. 

XIV. XIV. IVHAN-WANCy alias Ton, aft ending the throne at 
Whao- this difficult Juu^lurc, tried in vain, at firft by gentle means* 
voting. and afterwards by ft>rcc of arms,, to reduce tlie tributary 

priuces to their obedience. Ills army having been defeat- 
lld cycUy jjjjj himfelf wounded, he vv.is forced to content himfelf 
with preferving thofe provinces which were ftill fubjeft to 
him. He reigned twenty-tlitce yfia3»,..aad tuas iucceeJedby 
his fun. 

XV. XV. CHWANG-WANCy ^\Si$ Chuangy was raifedtothc 
Chwang- throne, contrary* not only to the will of liisfirther, whodbad 
tvavg, named Kena, the fon qf one of his concubines, for his fuc- 

celTor, 
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ceflbr, but to the good liking of feveral of his mlniftel's (S). Yeal^oftl^ 
Kevj had Aill a Arong party on his Ade, and with them formed ty^le, 
a plot of aflaflinating him j which, though not difqovered till 
three years after, was, nevertheleA, difeomHted, by the vi¬ 
gilance of the grandee mentioned in the laA note; who 
having fent for the chief confpirator, under pretence of con- 
ftflting him, caufed him to be privately Aabbed. However, 
though his death, and Ainu’s Right, which imihediately fol¬ 
lowed, fecured the crown to Chang-nuangt yet the revolted 
princes continued Aill independent from him; and that of* 

TJt-^ being chiefly governed by his prime miniAer, had intcrcA 
enough at the imperial court to engage the majority of the 
rniniAers to alter the fucceflion in favour of Li-vang^ his 
near relation, after the emperor’s death, which happened 
fome years after. Chang-ivang reigned fifteen years, and was 
accordingly fucceeded by him, in prejudice to that emperor's 
nephew, to whom the right belonged. 

XVI. LI-VANG^ from a tributary prince, being raifed to XVf. 
the imperial crown, by the intereA of IVong-kune;, the king Li-vang; 
of above-mentioned, did eafily exclude all the rclajjons Tear of the 
of the late emperor from it: for that tributary prince was, by 34 ^^ 
that time, become fo powerful, that he had enlarged his ter- 37 * 
ritories, at the coA of his neighbours on both fides, and to 
the no fmall prejudice of the royal authority, which was, in 
fome meafure, cclipfed by his overgrown power. He at 
length grew to fuch a height, as to aflume to himfelf the title 
of Pa, that is, chief of all the other princes, and was ac- 
ktiowleged as Aich by the greati r part of them. This title, 
however, which others likew’i:c afl'umed, was at length abo* 
lifhed, after it had laAed about loo years. As to Li-vangf 
he was forced to be paffive, not daring to difoblige the king 


(S) This was done at the 
reprefen ration of one of the 
grandees, of great authority at 
court; who jullly obi'erved to 
them the ill c' nfec^ucnces which 
fuch an injudice to the lawful 
heir might bring on the empire 
at that jundlure, and which 
muft of neceffity end in a civil 
war: to which lie added fur¬ 
ther, that fuch a preference of 
the Ton of a concubine to the 
lawful fon and hei**, could not 
fail of giving a fatal blow to the 


imperial authority, which was 
in too tottering a condition, 
and rather wanted to be more 
ftrongly propped, than to be 
endangered by fuch a deadly 
fliock. The reft of the grandees, 
and minifters, readily agreed to 
his wholfomc advice; and that 
faithful minifter kept fuch a 
watchful eye over the rebel 
Ktrojy that he difeovered and 
defeated his plot againft the 
emperor, befoie it could be put 
in execution (iS). 


( 18 ) P'idc NA, Coufktf Martinif Dn HalHe, ttl. 
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( of Xfiy to whom he owed the crown; and, after a fliort reign 
of five years, left it to his fon. 

XVII. XVII, WHET-WANUy alias Hoey^ reigned very peaceably 
Whey- the firll fix years; but was, at length, attacked by the 7iii> 
wang. tars^ who inhabit the north part of Shan-Jt ; againft whom 
Tear of the army, under the command of the king of TJi This 

34//7 cjc. 

prince came ijpon them while they were befieging the city 6f 
Tay~tong’fUf forced their camp, and put them to the rout, 
rather by a fnpcrfiitions panic, w'hkh had feized them, than 
any fuperiority, either of firength or ground. However, this 
viftory, and the trull: which the emperor repoled in him, 
gave him fuch an afeendant, that he wanted nothing but the 
imperial title; and his ambition was fuch, that he w’ould have 
made no fcruple to have dethroned him, had he ivot had caufe 
to apprehend, that the other princes, who were his equals, 
would have oppofed his delign. IV/jry-ivang reigned twenty- 
five years, and was fucceeded by his fon. 

XVIII. XVIII. STANG-JVANC, even from his younger years, 
Syang- had entertained no fmall jeaioufy of the oveigrowm power, 
wang. and unmeafurable ambition, of the king of Tfi^ but as he knew 
Yearof the be too ftroug for him, relolved to fupprels him by 

35^^-'craftinefs, rather than by open force. IVm-kung gave him 
7* foon after a fair opportimity for it; for having convoked, by 
the affiltance of the prime ininifier, tdl the little fovereigns 
that were dependent on the imperial crown, which none but 
the emperor had a right to do, and defigjiiiig, by that means, 
to make them acknowlege him as fuclt, Syaug-'ujang fent im¬ 
mediately his imperial letter to the aflcmbly, by the hands of 
a Ikilful ambairador; who came accordingly, and laid it, as 
Is ufual on thofe occalions, on a table tnaguificently adorned ; 
upon which, all tlie other princes paid their homage toit, which 
is the fame as if the emperor had been theie in perfon. H'on- 
kmtg was tlie only one that helitated about, and was on the 
point of lefufing, had not his prime miiiiller reminded him 
of the datigcr, and of the icaloufy which his refnfal would 
create ainoitg the other princes. He was therefore obliged to 
compl), aiid to put off his delign to a better opportunity; 
but his public, thongli forced, fubmifiiou, had fuch an in¬ 
fluence owr the reft, that it cfMifirmed them in their fub- 
milfioii to the cmpeior, and helped to rcllore tlie government 
to its aniient form. 

STJNC-U'ANG had not IcSig enjoyed the fruit of his 
flratagem, when his peace was diiUirbed by his fon Sho-tay^ 
Vvbo, upon feme difgiift, lelt the court, and W'ent to that 
C'l the kiiig of Tji. About the fame time, one of his tri¬ 
butaries openly revolted, in tlie province of Shen-Ji. But 

; the 
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the emparor was foon rid of both fears, by the defeat of the 
latter, and by the death of the ambitious Won-kung^ who died' 
of old-age, and left his kingdom, in a diftrafted condition, 
between his five contending fons. Soon after that, having War ivith 
difmilTed \mTartaria.n emprefs, whom he had married for poli- tie Tar- 
tic views, brought on a frefh war from that quarter; in which tars, 
tllfe Tartar invited his fugitive fon Sho-tay to join, promifing 
to get him declared emperor; which he readily confented to. 

The emperor was thereupon forced to fly, and wander about, 
begging the affiftance of his tributaries, whilfi his rebellious His fan re- 
fon had entered his capital, and taken the irhperial title upon i>e/s. 
him. Syatig-ivang having obtained a fufficient luccour, di¬ 
vided his army, and, with one parr, recovered his metropolis, 
and caufed Sho-tay to be put to death, and, with the other, put 
drove the Tartars out of bis dominions, and reftored the peace death, 
of his empire, which la fled twenty-two years. He died in 
the thirty-third year- of his reign, and Wiis fucceeded by his 
fon. 


XIX. KlNG-JVANG,<sXva&Hiang^ was a prince endowed XIX. 
witlr ail the good qualities that could make his fubjefts hgppy, King- 
who thought they never could lay enough in praife of his mo- wang. 
deration and fatherly tendernefs. But a fudden death fnatched Tear of the 
him from them, after a Ihort reign of fix years, t<j the great 35 ^^^ 
grief of the whole empire. He was fucceeded by his fon, 

XX. ^UANG-WANGy w'hofe reign w’as equally XX. 

mild, and undillurbed, the fon and fuccelfor of IVon-kungy Quang- 


in the kingdom of TJi^ being become fo odious to his fubje<ffs, 
that he was not in a condition to attempt any thing againfl 
him (T). ^lang-vjangy after a fix years reign, left the crown 
to his brother. 


wang. 
rear of the 
c\ile» 
46. 


XXI. TfNG- 


(T) This tyrant, whofe name from the king of Tf; and being 
Lyn-chung^ was become fo admittedintohis pi efcnce, found 
hateful, for his cruelties, and him feated ou his throne, ru- 
want of" application to govern- cciving petitions from his fub- 
ment, that another prince, his jedts, and difpenfing jiillicc 
kinfinatj, took the liberty to re- among them, with fucli affable 
prove him for it; at which he greatnefs, as ftruck him at once 
was fo enraged, that he fent with horror at the thoughts of 
foon after a defperate ruffian to ftaining his hands with the 
afraffinate him jn his own pa- blood of fo excellent a prince, 
lace. The fellow came accord- and not daring to return to Lyn- 
ingly, early in the morning, ehung, without performing his 
pretending to have fome buh- errand, flew himfclf at tlic door 
uefs of importance with hiiq of the pulacc ( 19 ). 

( 19 ) Vide Netlf Ciuplet^ Maftini, Du JJaldt, & al, fub 
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XXI. XXI. TINC-WAPfGt upon his mounting the- throne, 

Ting- made it his cWef care to keep war at a diftance, and to caufe 
wang. the hiy^s to be put in exechtion. In his reign was born Lau- 
-1 founder of the JS’/ieuWan fedt, falfely called the fed! of 

immortals, and of which we have fpoken, in a fcMrmer 
^ ’ fedlion Ting“wang reigned twenty-one years; and is re¬ 
corded chiefly for the great tranquility he pi*efcrved the empife 
in during his reign. He was fucceeded by his fon. 

XXII. XXH. KYEN-yJNG, alias Kicn, as heir of his virtues, 
K-yen- preferved the empire in its grandeur and tranquUity. In his 

Parted up two other odd fedis, which made a great 

x6thacie confuted, and queUed (U). 

* j ^ ’He reigned fourteen years, and was fucceeded by his fon. 
XXIII. XXIII. lingY. 4 NG is recorded to have been born 
Ling- with hair on his head, and a beard on his chin; but is much 
vang. more famed for the wifdom and prudence with which he go- 
verned his people; infomuch, that he ftill preferved the im- 
jdzA cycle, perial authority in its full lullre, thoiigli moft of the tributary 
* 7 - princes were warring agaiiift one another. In the eleventh 
coteTb^ year (rf his re^n, the death of Xenn-Cung, king of U, occa- 
^t^ein tnoo remarkable contefts, between his two 

brothers, ^ hiftory. The eldeft, to whom 

the crown belonged, was very preffing to have his brother 


* See before, p. 102, & (E). 


It will not be amifs to obferve 
further, that when we diliin- 
guifh between the empire and 
the tributary princes depending 
on it, the former mull not be 
wndcrilood in that vaft extent, 
as it has been fince; for, even 
at this time, it is neither all yet 
inhabited, nor much lefs all 
fubjeft to one prince. It is 
likely that it contained, at mofl, 
only tAO or three provinces, 
bciidcs that of Shm-Jt, which 
was the hril inhabited, whilit 
the remainder was lliil either 
uncultivated, or, at moft, go- 
vci ned by princes of their own, 
who paid neither homage nor 
tribute to the emperors, nil fe- 
verai centuries alter. 

(zp) Suh Kuu 


(U) The two philofophers 
who broached them were called 
Yang and Me j the former of 
whom taught. That all men 
were to be loved -alike, ftrangers 
as well as kindred; the other 
maintained. That every man 
ought to mind himfclf, and his 
own affairs, without concern¬ 
ing himfelf about any body elfe, 
or even the emperor himfelf. 

In this reign we likewife find 
the firft mention of the king- 
dom of U, and of a fmart war 
waged by the king of it, and 
fome neighbouring princes, on 
account of a beautiful young 
datnfel; which war, being fo¬ 
reign to our prefent fubjcd>, the 
reader may readin.VurZrVr/fjo), 

pi 1*5. 

accept 
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accept of it, and the yotitieeras ftrenuonfly itftifed it. At i 
length, the elder confirained hitn to it, by force, p^ng him 
on the throne, putting the royal ornaments on him, and faw 
lining him king of £/. Bnt die ceremony \yas fcarce over, 
before the new king privately abandoned the palace, went 
and hid himfelf in a d^art $ fo that the elder was obliged to 
refume it, whilft his brother k^t himfelf concealed, in 
habit and occupation of a ruflic, or plough-boy. About ten Confucius 
years after, or in the twenty-firft year of the fame reign, w'as ion. 
born the fo much celebrated Chinefe philofopher 
or ConfiiciuSf of whom we have given an account, in a former ‘ 
fe^ion f. As for Ling-vangt he reigned peaceably twenty- 
feven years, and left the crown to his ion. 

XXIV. KENG-VANGf alias King, is juftly blamed for 
his indolence and inattention to the a^irs of the empire, at 
a time when the king of U, charmed with the government of _ 
his predecefibrs, wss on the point of having fubmitted to him ^"^2/ 
and his laws. So that, inftead of fending his intended am- 
bafly to him, he difpatched it to the king of Lit, a prince of 
the family of Giew, and a ftrift obferver of the laws of this 
dynafty. Several other princes thought it alfo high time to 
reftore that peace and order in their refpeftive ftates, which 
the civil wars among them had almoft deftroyed. The king Keiu re- 
of Ching, in particular, who reigned in the province of Shen-Jt, gvlations 
fhewed them a noble example, who, by the help and advice 
of his prime minifter, reformed the ahufes which had crept into " . 
his court, revived the antient laws, and made fuch a wife di- 
ftribution of the lands, as pleafed bodi rich and poor (X). 

KENC-VANG reigned twenty-five years, and was fuc- 
Ceeded by Wa fon lAxtig-vang, who reigned but a few months. Meng- 
I&nring which, he had a fon born, on whofe account a deadly 
contefl arofe between two powerful parties; that of the court 

t See befoie, p. 104, Sc (F). mantis. 


XXIV. 

Kcng- 

vang. 


(X) His regulations were 
ekiefly couraieied under the 
four following heads; viz. 
I. That the lands ihould be 
divided into nine equal parta, 
whereof one ibould be his do¬ 
main, and cultivated at the 
public charge. 2. That all 
people indimrently ihould be 
permitted to iiih in lakes, ponds, 
and rivers. 3. That the mftgi- 


ftrates ihould have a partioilar 
care of all widows, orphans, 
and old men and women who 
had no children, and affifi 
them in their neceffities. 4. That 
the fon or wife fliould not be 
punlihed for the crime of a pa¬ 
rent or hufband ; and fome 
others of equal wlfdom, though 
of lefs moment (21). 


(»i) Mtrtiatf fui King^ Du IJa/titf Ktug-vang, Q el. fup. tit, 
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A^onteft &nd miniftcrs ^^ckring for the infant prince; whilftrthe gq- 
boutUhe yerndrs pf the provinces, objecting agjunft hb tender years, 
iccfJjHen. and the Uncertainty of ixis Ufe,. had proclaimed King-vang^ 
his father’s brother. , Both parties proceeded to ^rms j but 
thekft proving the ftron^r, ^and having made tbemfelves 
inarters of the capital, fet him upbp. the throne, and confiimed 
Wm emperor. , • 

XXV. ’ ‘XXV, KlNij-KANG's reign is not recorded for'any par- 
King- . t\cular aft’Ion,of his; \vhence it is fuppofed to. have been a 
vang. peaceable one. Confucius^ who flourilhed at this time, in the 
Wngdom of Ln, ends that long aoo years war of the tribu- 
3 ^ tavy princes much about the fame time. During the fame rei^n, 
two very* illanrious, royal fimilics received their finiflnng 


Ib'oke, and total eistinflion; viz. that of T/au^ which had 
had no Icfs than twcnty-fi\ e kings, Mnthin thc.fpace 636-ycars; 
•and, about eight or ten years after, that of Chiny together with 
its kingdom, .after it had continued •d.-; 5 years, under twenty- 
four princes: the former was deftroycJ by the king of Siong\ 
and the Lutffr by that of Tfu. King-vang died in the forty- 
fourth year of his reign, and was fiiccecded by his fon. 

XXVI. XXVI, TIVEN-VJNG proved fo wife and mild a prince, 
Ywen- that, had he lived long enough, he would probably have raiftd 
vang- the imperial authority to its priftine glory. Of all the.tributary 
princes, the king of Su was the only pne who hill refiifed to 
^8/ e^c By homage of coming tp the grand aflembly,. for 

which he was proferibed, and'declared a rebel; which is the 
hrft iiiftance we .meet with of that kind of punilhmcnti T'luen-. 
vang was likewife very fuccefsful in war, gained feveral 
battles, and fubdued almoh the whole province of Lu. About 
the fame time, the kingdom of C/, which had fubfihed 650 


years, under twenty petty kings, was fubverted by the king 
of Ytytf. T''<uen’vang reigned but feven years, and .wa? fuc- 
ceeded by his fon. 


XXVII. XXVII. CHING-TING-VJNG was furnamed tlte Chajicy 

Clung- on account of his living in celibacy after the death of his 
ting-vang. emprcfs, rmcl fhewing an eminent e.xample of continency to 
hb Jubjefls. He maintained the empire in the fame peace 
3 th cyce, grandeur in which he found it. And in his reign the 
king of Tfu put a'final end tP the principality of Tfayy which 
had ftbod 676 years, under twenty-five princes. Ching‘ting 
WiOTcd twenty-eight years, and left three fons at his death^ 
idKof the eldeft of whom, ti.'i'med Nyauy fucceeded him; 

was murdered by his brother^ Su, in tlie third month of 
his rpign. Su reigned only five months, and was likewife 
aflafllnated by the youngell, who mounted the throne, with¬ 
out any oppolition. 
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XXVpi.^ KAU-VANGf though he pretended tp have only XXVIIf, 
puniflied one parricide by another, was yet greatly hated for Kfcu- 
mat aftion; infomuch, that feveral tributary princes with- 
drfw their allegiance from him. He was, however, a mild gT , / 
and good prince, and gave fome eminent proofs of his pa- ^ 
ternal love for his fubjefls (Y). He reigned fifteen years, and ^ 
was fucceeded by his fon. 

' XXIX. GHEr-LYE-VANG, alias Chei-hew, began his XXIX, 
reign about the beginning of the civil wars between the tri- Ghey- 
fciuary princes, which lafted near 300 years, which epocha is lye-vang. 
from thence fiyled, hy theChinefe, the years of war, ov warlike 
ages, when every petty fovereign ftrove to make himfelf in- ^ 
dependent, and lord it over his rivals, and the imperial dig¬ 
nity brought fo low, that thefe monarchs faw their authority 
trampled under fpot, the provinces taken from them by de¬ 
grees, whilfi: they hardly retained the bare name of fovercigns. 

The kingdom of Tfm w is divided between four princes, who 
had conquered it, one of whom, famed for his battles, had 
formed the defign of fvvallowing up the other three. He was 
prevented indeed by death; but his fon, equally ambitious 
and unquiet, picked a quarrel with the kings of Han and«6’q>-, 
and forced them to yield fome territories to him. He next 
tried to do the fame by the king of Chan, another neighbour; 
but was defeated, and flain by him, together with his whole 
family, and his head cut off, and made a drinking-cup of. The 
king of Lit made llkcwife w'ar againft that of Tfi, took fome 
considerable places from him, and obliged him to fuc for a 
peace. As for Ghey-lye-vang, we hear nothing of him, but 
that he reigned twenty-four years, and left the crown to his 
fon. 

XXX. A’Cyf-V-r^A^C^’s reign is recorded for nothing but 
for the wars which reigned bctwxen the petty kings, particu¬ 
larly thofe of Tfin and Ghcy, in which the latter wcas the moft Year of the 
fuccefsful; but U-ki, the general, who had gained him feveral 
vLftories, being envied by his courtiers, withdrew himfelf pri- 
vately to the former, and turned the fcales againft his old * 
roafter, and became very great at this fecond court. Being 
here likewife envied by the grandees, he refolved to reform 
the government by limiting their authority, and lodging the 


XXX. 

bigan- 
vang. 


(Y) It will not be amifs to this dynafty, which, in due 
obferve to our readers, that courfe, is but the twenty eighth. 
Martini, and fome other Chi- linCe both reigns not exceeding 
ne/e annalilts, reckon the reigns eight months, ought rather to 
of the two flain princes among be included with the iiril of the 
the reft, and fo make this of following one. 

Kau-veng t« be the thirtieth o£ 


pou cr 
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^ power folcly in the king. He had already, by hh valow 
and merit, rendered him to powerful, and bronght his king-'. 
dom into fuch a fiouridung condition, that h« was become 
formidable to all his neighbours} but his miniilers fo highly 
refented the blow which his brave general had given to their 
overgrown fway, that they caufed him to be privately mur¬ 
dered in his own houfe. Ngmvvung rdgned twenty-iix 
years, and was fucceeded by his fon. 

XXXI. XXXI. LTE-VANG'% reign was not more remarkable than 
l.ye. his father’s, except for the birth of the great philofopher 
vang. tje^ commonly called Mencius» the moft celebrated one, next 
Year ejthe iQ Confucius y that ever China produced. In other rcfpc<fts, 
^()th cycle, the imperial authority ftiil went on to its decline, infomuch 
43 * that the king of TJi was the only one who paid him homage. 
The year in which he came to the crown was likewife remark*- 
able for the extinftion of theC/^w/gdynafty, after it had laded 
432 years, under 23 princes, the lad of whom was fubdued 
and llain by the king of Han. J%'’e-vang reigned feven years, 
and died without ilFue, and was fncceedcd by his brother, 
XXXII. X^XII. HTEN-VANG, though he enjoyed a long reign, 
Hyen- yet had little more than the title of emperor, the princes not 

vang. only refuling him the ufual homage, but threatening him with 

Year of the war if he oppofed their defigns. The Chinefe records take no- 
29/^ cfcle, ttce of the nine celebrated brafen veflels which Tii, the founder 
5 °* of the fird dynady, caufed to be made, reprefenting the nine 
provinces of the empire; and which whoever was in pofleflion 
of, was fure of the empire f. Thefe veflels are affirmed to 
have fhaken of themfelves in the reign of Ghcy Lye-vang, the 
29th monarch of this dynady, which was then looked upon as 
a prefage of the evils which enfued. And now in this reign 
the contending kings began to drive who ftiould get the pof- 
feffion of tliem ; but the emperor, to defeat thdr defign, 
caufed them to be thrown into a ^ep lake, from which it 
was irapoffible to get them out. In his reign we fird hear of 
chariots of war being ufed by the Chinef'. He reigned forty- 
eight years, and was fucceeded by his ion. 

XXXTTI. XXXIII. SHIN-TSIN-JVANG. alias A't'c/n, had a, fair 
Shin-tfin- Opportunity of recovering the lod dignity of the empire, 
vang. had not his doth and cowardice hindered him from making 
Ytarofthe the bed advantage of the wars which raged among other 
40//' cycle, princes. Not fo did the king of Tftn, who raifed himfelf by 
3 ^- them to fnch height of power, that he kept the others in 
fubjeftion to him ; and had almod engroffed the whole im¬ 
perial authority, though he had not the title of emperor. He 


t Martin?, Du Halde, & ah fup. cirat. Sec before, p. 372, 

defeated 
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defeated* the confederate forces of the kings of *iyu, Cbau^ • 
Ifattf Ghey, and Ten\ and would have deprived them of 
their kingdoms, had not a more important concern called him 
dfewherej viz. two independent princes in theweftern part 
of Se-cfrwent who were at war, and each imploring his nu¬ 
ance. The hopes of joining two fuch principaUties to his 
oll^n kingdom eafily prevailed upon him to engage in the 
quarrel; the upfhot of which was, that he defeated and killed 
the one, and feized upon his territory ; and obliged the other, 
whom he had alTifted, to pay him homage, and an annual 
tribute. Soon after this, the king of Cheyt one of the five 
confederates, put himfelf under his protedfion, and became 
tributary to him; by which means that prince could more 
eafUy enter into and fubdue the territories of the other four. 

All this while the emperor continued an idle fpeftator ; and, 
after a fhort reign of fix years, left the crown to his fon. 

XXXIV. NGAN-VJNGf alias Sous, found the imperial XXXIV, 
anithority reduced to fo low an ebb, that though he wanted Ng^n- 
neither courage nor prudence to aft: as became his dignity, yet 
had not power fufficient to undertake riny thing which might 
give the leaft umbrage to his rival the king of TJin. This 
laft, who aimed at no lefs than the imperial dignity, pro- 
moted underhand the wars between the other princes ; and, 
as they all applied to him for help, he readily afiified them 
with forces to deftroy one another, and leflen their number 
and ftrength : by which means the kingdom of Song, which 
had fubfified 381 years, under 3Z princes, was deftroyed by 
the kings of TJi and Tfu ; and the principalrty of Lu, which 
had been governed by 34 fovereigns, was fubdued by the 
king of Tfii. 

Having thus far opened the way to the imperial diadem. Dethroned 
Chau-fyang began to difeover his defigns, by offering a public by the king 
facrifice to the Lord of heaven, with the fame ceremonies as of Tfi. 


the emperors alone were allowed to ufe : neither was there 
any prince powerful or courageous enough to controul him 
in it, except the king of Tfi ; but his army was fo fmall, that 
Chau-fyang with cafe defeated him; immediately after which, 
he fent part of his forces to dethrone the emperor. The un¬ 
fortunate monarch, who had but few forces to oppofe him, 
was likewife defeated at the firft attack, and forced, in order 


to fevc his life, to fubmit himfelf to the conqueror’s mercy, 
to own him for his fovereign, and to yield him tlie few cities 
which remained in his hands. He retired immediately after into 
the province of Shan-fi, and died there a year after, in the 
59th year of his reign; upon which, feveral princes haftened 
to go and pay their homagtJ to Chau-fyang^ On the other 

hand, 
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hand, there were not wanting others who ftill adhered to 
* the family of Chev.\ and raifed a grandfon of the brother erf 
Kau-vang to the throne. 

XXXV. XXXV. CHEW-KTUN, immediately upon his acceffion. 
Chew- font to demand what affiAance he could get, to make head 
kyun. againft the ufurper, and particularly from the kings of Tfi, 
T'-arofthe ^ni Ghey^ but they were too fearful of difobliging the 

4iy? fyeU, emperor to fend him any ; fo that, feeing himfelf abau- 

doned, and withont hopes of maintaining hirafelf on the- 
throne, he chofe to relinquifli it, andxnd his life in a private 
flare, after a troublcfome reign of feven, or, according to 
others, nine years. Chau-fyang did not long enjoy his new 
dignity, but died even before his rival had abdicated it. His 
fon Hyau-vfing-vang died alfo in the fame 5'ear; but left the 
of the to his fon Ch'Mang~fyang~vang, who put an end to 

aynaf.y. the third, and became the founder of the fourth, dynafly. 


Fourth dy- <J‘he Fourth Dynajly, called T(my <?r Cin, con/tjling of 
‘only Four Emperors iknlhin the Space, of Forty-three 
Tears* 


3 >- 


I. I. f'‘l 1 JVJ A" G-SYANC-VANG began his reign with make- 
Chwang- ^ iwg an inroad into the kingdom of Ghcy ; in which he 
fyang-_ was fo fuecefsful, and won lo many battles, that thofe of 
Tea'-ot the Hycn* Chau, and Tfin, being afraid of being ftrip- 

^xjt^ ijea* of their dominions, formed a confederacy againft 

him ; and, with an army of 200,000 men, gave him a total 
overthrow,’'’ and obliged liim to quit his new conquefts. The 
emperor died foon after, in the third year of his reign, and 
left the crown to his adopted fon Shl-whang-ti, who is af¬ 
firmed by tht: CJnn^fe hiflorians to have been born twelve 
months after his conception^. 

II, SHI-IVHANG-YI, alias CJnng, owed his good for¬ 
tune, on his coming to the crown, to the ambition and jea- 
whang-ti. loufy which began to reign among the above-mentioned princes, 
7 ear of the which made them break olt a confederacy which might other- 
tide, have defeated all his meafurcs ; witertas the mutual 
55 * wars which they waged gave him a fair opportunity of fub- 
duing them one after another, extirpating all the males of 
their families find tribes { 7 .), re-uniting all thofe priiicipalw 

ties 


II. 

Shi- 


* MaiiTiNi, Du Haloi:, &al. fup. citaL 

(Z) His revenge difplayed it- of Tft, whom he caufed to be 
fclf ftill more againft the king |)vjt up in a park planted with 

' nothing 
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ties unde* him, and reducing them from theaceforth Into Co 1 
many dependent ftates ot his empire. To thefe he added 
foon after fo many other new conqnefts, that he divided the 
whole into 36 provinces (A) ; antj having obfcr.u’. i:i -irit- Bui'/ds the 
ing his empire, that the northern o'v. ? «ji ^hen-/i, Sban-fiy great 
and Pc-che-liy were much cxnofui to the cscurlious of the v-WA 
TjfiarSy he firft fent a formidable army agaiufl thefe in¬ 
vaders j and, having driven them far enough beyond ids 
frontiers, fet about his projedted fcheme of fe^ujing »them 
for the future by the famed wall which we have eifewhere 
deferibed But as neither tliis flnpenJous work, which of His *»- 
itfclf would have been fufficient to eternize his fame, nor his meafurabh 
great fuccelTesand conquefts, could fatirfy his ambitions mind, ambition. 
unlefs he could obliterate the glorious deeds of all his pre- 
decelfbrs, and fland as it were alone in the Chinefe annals a 
fit object of admiration and praife; he publiflied decree, Dejireys 
expreily commanding all his fubjects, upon pain of death, to all thean- 
burn all the records of the kings, ^and all the writings of Con- iie»t n- 
fucius, Mcm ins, &c. which tninlinitted the virtues and actions eords, 
of tliofe illuftrious emperors, excepting only fuch as treated 
of phylic and architedfure. 

This decree, the bafenefs of which he endeavoured to 
conceal under divers fpecious pretences (B), was executed 

' with 


*''^ee before, p. 289, 

nothing but pine-trees; and al- 
low’cd him fuch a fmall pittance, 
as quite drove him into defpair ; 
fo that he refufed it, and llarved 
himfelf. On the other hand, 
the king of Han. by a timely 
fubmiflion, and furrender of 
himfelf, troops, and dominions, 
not only avoided the fate of the 
reft, but became a great fa¬ 
vourite of tha| monarch, and 
ended his days at his court, 
with all the marks of dillinftion 
that belong to his rank (22K 
(A) The Chinefe pretend, 
that about this time the iflands 
of ^jafan and Bengal wefe riif- 
covered and cqlonied by them. 
The account they give hat too 

6f Bu ti.:!de 'I'fi 


Si feq. & not. (B). 

much the air of a.^able to be 
depended upon ; we fhall there¬ 
fore poltponc the further difqui- 
fition aboujt it till we come to 
fpcak of thofe iftunds in the 
fequel. 

(B) One of his pretences was, 
that thofe books, though ufetul 
when the empire was divided 
among various fovereigns, in 
order to have the fubjc£ls all 
governed by the fame laW'* ; 
yet, as it was now under one 
monarch, the fame fpirii ought 
to gewern and animate the whole. 
Eelidcs, added he, thofe fciences. 
to which luch vaft numbers oi 
men apply chemfelves, ferve , 
rather to encourage fioth and 

x;^ Du Ua!de Jub Ski-w 

hieuoiy, 
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with the utmoft ftriftnefs by the governors of the provinces; 

' And many perfons of virtue and learning were put to death 
for concealing thofe valuable records; though it is not im> 
probable, that, in fo Vaft an empire, fome few copies might 
be ftill privately preferved, and come to light after the death 
of that tyrannic prince, whofe memory has been odious to all 
pofterity ever fince. But what relates to the recovery of thofe 
antient records, we (hall refer our readers to what hath been 
already faid on that head'; from which it will eafily appear, 
that the regret which the Chineje to this day exprefs for that 
lofs can only relate to fome of the inferior, but not at all to 
thofe of the claffic and canonic kind 
Vew re~ SHI-WH/1NG-TI, after a war which had lafled near 25 

gulaies the years, fettled fuch a profound peace in his empire, that he 
govern- had leifure enough to new-model that government, by abro- 

ment. gating and mending fome laws, and enacting others, as he 

Trovifion thought fit: and, as he had feveral children, fome of his 
for the minirtcrs advifed him to ereft new principalities for the main¬ 
tenance of the younger fort; but he, putting them in mind 
of the great troubles they had caufed in former dynafties, 
chofc rather to build them palaces in feveral cities, where 
they Ihould be maintained according to their rank at tlic em¬ 
peror’s charge, but without any authority over the people ; 
which method hath been followed almoft ever fince, except 
that in the latter reigns they have been obliged torefidc in the 
metropolis, and to follow the court. As he could not endure 
to be idle, he refolved upon making a new progrefs through 
the eafiern provinces of the empire, and took his fecond fon 
with him ; but he fell Tick upon the road, and, finding him- 
fclf near his cud, wrote a letter to his eldefe fon, W'hom he 


younger 

fans. 


* Conf. Univ. Hill. vol. xx. p. 1^5, (D); and before, p. 355, 
& fcq. ** Du Halde Introd. in Annal. 


idlencfs, to the negleft of agri¬ 
culture, which is the fountain 
of'happinef* to the people. He 
charged moreover thofe antient 
books, with containing in them 
the feeds of rebellion and fedi- 
tion, and thofe who ftudied 
them as men ever ready to pro¬ 
mote it; inafniuch as if a wife 
prince's commands were not 
exadlly agreeable to thofe an¬ 


tient laws, as it mud frequently 
happen, fince they mull necel- 
farily vary according to the fc- 
veral occafions and emergendes 
for which they were given, thofe 
learned men took the liberty 
ralhly to condemn his conduft, 
and, with their feditious reflec¬ 
tions, kindled a fpirit of dif- 
obedience and rebellion (23). 


(23} Martini Q Du Halite fub Cbing-xi^ Du Halit fui Sbi-<wbang-ti, 

deebrei 
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declared his fuccelTor. This, together with the feals of the 
empire, *he delivered up to his fecond (bn, charging him to i 
bear them to his brother; and died foon after, in the thirty- Dioth. 
fcvcnth year of his reign. 

III. E UL-SHit alias inllead of obeying his hither’s Ilf, 
command, refolved to place the crown upon his own head; Eul-ihi. 
and having, with fome difficulty, engaged the prime mini- Tearoftht 
f(fer Li-tfey then in great a.uthority, to his fide, eafily got the 4*^ 
fufFrages of the'reft by his means. The eldeft fon raifed S** 
fome forces againft him, in order to maintain his right; but, 
finding that moft of the provinces had declared for Eul-Jbi, 
was forced to fubmit; and, the ftep he had taken being 
deemed treafonable, was ordered to kill himfelf. This perfidy 
and parricide met with the reward they deferved; and that 
infatuated prince, taking a Ko-lau for his prime miniller and 
confident, who was a private enemy to the whole imperial 
family, was by him perfuaded to difeard all his bed friends. 

Under pretence that they prefumed to condemn his too great 
love of pleafure, and filling their places with his own crea¬ 
tures. A general difeontent foon followed thro’ the empire, revolt*. 
occafioned by the exaftions of the governors and misyfters; 
and one of the generals, who had been fent to quell fome 
provinces, proved the very lirft who caufed a revolt in favour 
of the fon of the elder brother. About this time appeared 
the famed Lieu-pang, who, from a private foldier, was be¬ 
come captain of a company of banditti; and was a bold, cou¬ 
rageous man, eloquent and aftive, and an enemy to the em¬ 
peror’s luxury. He had been faluted emperor by a great 
phyfiognomift, who, as a pledge of the cci tainty of his pre- 
diftion, gave him his daughter, one of the greateft beauties 
in the whole empire, in marriage. It was not long before Lieu- 
Lieu-pang was applied to by one of the governors for afllfi- 
ance againft the revolted general, who defigned to feize on 
the kingdom of Tftn for himfelf, and was going to befzege ^®/*'*^* 
one of the cities of it. The vei7 name of Lieu-pang was 
by that time become fo dreaded, that he eafily made that ge¬ 
neral retire; but the treacherous governor, feeing himfelf rid 
of him, (hat pp the gates againft his deliverer. Prefently after Hhfuccefs^ 
there happened a fedition in the city; of which Lieu-pang 
having got notice by an arrow ftiot into the camp, fcaled the 
walls, and took it; and, the governor being killed in the 
aftion, the inhabitants declared for him, and he entered the 
jjlace in triumph^ and, from a captain pf vagabonds, became 
general of an army, and mafter of a rich booty, and began 
now tocherilb the hopes pf his advancement to the empiie. 

All 
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All this while the perfidious Ko-lau kept the ^mperor 
drowned in pleafure, ^whilft he purfued his own deftruftive 
meafures, and indulged his creatures in all kind of rapine^ 
which w'ere grown to fuch a height, that feveral prorinces re¬ 
volted before he had reigned two years, and chofe their own 
fovei cigns, pai ticularly the kingdoms of T/t, Tm^ ShaUy Ghey, 
and Tfuy which had been deftroyed by Shi-vjhang-tiy rofe up 
Made ge- anew; and the king of *tfuy having chofen Lieu-pang for his 
neral. general, fent him with two others, and with each a powerful 
Sent army, againft the emperor, with a promife of giving the kingdom 
agmnftthe of Tfm to any of the three that fliould feize on the metropolis, 
emferor, and drive the tyrant out of it. Eul-Jhi fent a powerful army 
againft them, which was defeated by one of them named 
Hyang-hya ; and the reft, not being able to obtain a rein- 
*rheempe- forcement from the Ko-laUy wenr over to the conqueror. The 
ror mur- Ko-laiiy fearing this defection might difeover his treachery, 
deredby found no furer way of avoiding the due punifliment of it, 
his prime than by caufing the unfortunate emperor to be allaffinated by 
mnijier. a ruffian, in the twenty-fourth year of his age, and third of 
his reign; and, to conceal his having a hand in it, placed 
Ing-wang, the grand-nephew of tlie deceafed emperor, on 
the throne. 


IV. IV. ING-JVA NGy alias Ingy had not enjoyed the crown 
Ing- three days, before he difeovered the Ko-lau to be the murderer 
wang. of the emperor ; but, as he dared not aft openly againft fuch 
a powerful minifter, he feigned himfclf to be fick, and fent 
42rf cycUy ordered him to be ftabbed as he entered the 

apartment; foon after which, his whole kindred, to the third 
generation, underwent the fame fate; by which the empire 
was delivered from a rapacious mouftcr, and his adherents. 
This did not deter Lieu-pang from purfuing his dellgn, and 
marching againft him. Ing-wangy on the otlier hand, raifed 
an army, and ftrengtliened it with a good number of veterans 
which he drew out of feveral of his garrifons. But Lieu-pang 
found means to alienate them, by fending a vaft number of 
his troops among them, under the notion of deferters; and. 


as foon as he found the imperial army re.ady t« revolt in his 
Dethroned favour, came fuddenly upon, and eafily defeated it. The 
by Lieu- emperor, finding himfelf thus abandoned, threw himfelf at 
fiis and delivered up to him the feals, and other infignia, 
of the impeii.il dignity, after he had reigned only forty-five 
days; and Lieu-patig tiMtVQd the city in triumph, which he 


delivered up to be plundered by his troops ; but with an ex- 
prefs order, that tliey flvould not ufe any of the inhabitants 
ill. After that, he marched ftrait to the palace, where he 
found an immenfe treaiure; and eaufed himfelf foon after to 


be 
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be pro^laim^ emperor, wd became the fouhder bf a new 
dynafty. 


4*7 


^be Fifth Dynafty^ called Han, containing 25 Emperors 
within the Space of 426 Tears, 

I. • T lEXJ'PANG at firft tok only the title of king of Tfitif I. 

^ the capital of which he had lately taken, and ex- Lica- 
changed his own name for that of Kau-tfu. But he had a * 
rival who caufe him much trouble, viz, the general 
hyUf lately mentioned, a man of an haughty and brutifti na- , 

ture, who, notwithftanding his pretended reconciliation to ^ 

him, fet the city and imperial palace on fire, committed many ^ 
dreadful outrages on the tombs and bodies of the deceafed Sef. Cbr. 
kings of Tfn a and with his own hand murdered the dethroned 206. 
emperor, under pretence that Lieu-paug had (hewn him too 
much refpeft. He committed many other bloody murders Hyang 
and outrages, which, as they rendered him odious to all the oppo/fs 
foldiers, fo they ferved as a foil to fet off the juftice, mode- bvn, and 
ration, and clemency, of Licit-pang. ^ commits 

HTANG-^HTU refolved next to murder the king of Tfu^ ^”y 
to whom he owed his advancement, and to make a bold pulh 
for the empire; and marched towards the city of Kyew-kyangy 
in the province of Kyang-Ji, where that prince then refided ; 
who, fufpefling nothing of his treacherous defign, came out 
to meet him, and was alfaflinated upon the fpot. Lieu-pangy 
grieved at the murder of his noble benefaftor, ordered the 
moll magnificent obfequies to be performed to him; and, 
from that time, became a fwom enemy to Hyang-hyu. Thefe 
two had many a bloody contell for the imperial diadem ; in 
one of which Lieu-pang having totally defeated him, the 
traitor flew himfeif, to.avoid falling into his hands. This put 
an end to the war; and the Hates of the empire, being con- Lieu- 
voked, declared Lieu-pang emperor under the name of Kau- pang de- 
tfu. He kept his court at firft in the province of Sben-fty but eland em~ 
removed it afterwards to that of Ho-nan, where it continued 
the fpace of niaety-fix years, under twelve emperors. He 
reign^ twelve years; and, in his laft ficknefs, nominated his Uis death, 
fon IVhey-ti his fucceflbr, and appointed him a fet of mini- 
fters in whom he might confide. 

II. IVHET-TIy alias Hoeyy was a prince who had many I|. 
good qualities, but they were all unfortunately fwallowed up Whey-ti f 
partly by his excelfive love of women, and partly by his too Year of the 
great complaifance to his ambitious mother, whQjn he in- 
trufted with the foie care of the empire, and Wht^ecame *, 

odious to the whole nation for-her cruelties towards tfibfe Ihe 
Mod* Hist. VoL.Vm* Dd did * 94 - 
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r did noi like, and whom ihe commonly caufed to be (fiTpatched 
by poifon,. She went fo' far as to attempt to poifon the king 
of Tyif who was the emperor’s elder brother, and was come 
to vifit him in his ficknefs; but was happily prevented -by 
the emperor, who fiiatchcd the cup out of his hand. lVhey~ti 
rdgned but feven years, and died opprefled with the many 
inhrmities which his loofe life had brought upon him. Lynt- 
hewt his mother, fearing left one of his brothers ftiould be 
fet on the throne, gave out that ihe had a child (which was 
a bpy (he had bought of a country-woman), and declared 
him emperor, and herfclf his guardian ; and, to avoid being 
difeovered, canfe the mother to be ftrangled.. 

Lyu-hew. LTU-HEJV, alias Liu-heva{C)y was no longer fuffered to 
Tearoftbe]^^^^ the imperial title than it luited with the tyrannic views 
42^ cycle, j^-g pl•^.t^;nclcd mother, that is, about eight years ; at the 
Bef'^Cbr whkh file caufed him to be murdered, and, by that 

means, difeovered the fecret artifice which her ambition had 
' prompted her to. She had, by that time, raifed a great many 
of her relations, from the loweft rank, to the higheft dig- 
nitigi in the empire, and fome of them to the fovereignty of 
provinces, for which they were to pay her homage; and all 
of them liad beh ivcd fo iiifolently in their high ftations, that 
the nobles had coiubiticd together to reduce them to their pri- 
Dcaih of ftine obfeurity, when that wicked princefs was taken away 
the cm- by a fudden death, and deli’.ered the nation both from her 
frtfs. tyranny, and from that of her creatures, who were all maf- 
facred throughout the empire. The ftates immediately pro¬ 
ceeded to the election of a new emperor ; and raifed Ven~ti, 
the fecond fon of Kait-tfu, who was then fovereigu of a 
fmall ftate, to that dignity. 

Ill- III. VE N-TI proved fo wife and virtuous a prince, that he 
Ven-ti quickly recovered the fplendor of the imperial dignity, and 
chofin cm- leitored peace and wealth throughout the realm. Hisfruga- 
^Tearofthe forbad all utenfils of gold andTilver to 

±^dcvcle palace, and the wearing of filks to his wives. 

^2. * He likewife remitted the duty upon fait, and one half of 

Bff. Chr. the other ordinary taxes; and ordered all the old people in 
179. every city to be maintained at hisx>wn cXpence, He ordered 
the copper money, which was no-where coined but in the 
metropolis, to the great difadvantage of the fubjefts, efpe- 
ciuUy of th<^€ who lived at a diftance from it, to be eveiy- 


(C) It muft be obferved here, the monarchs belonging to this 
that the annalifts neither dynally, but accouiic thatepeeh 

place him imrtheemprefs among as an ufurj^tion of eight years. 


where 
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where Ihruck j and prefcribed the form of it, ns we have elfc- ' 
^here defcribed it ®. 

His next care was, to reftore and encourage agriculture. His excel- 
which had been in fome meafure ruined during the late wars, lent reij^n, 
and vouchfafed to cultivate the earth with his own hand, by 
wdiich he alfo in fome meafure ennobled that profeflion. He 
revived the filk manufafture in his own palace, and obliged 
his emprefs and wives to fet an example to other ladies of his 
his realm. He was no lefs an cncourager of learning; and 
permitted the books, which had been faved from the common 
deflruAion, to be fought out, and made public. In his 
reign the making of paper with grounded bamboes, and Chinese 
ink and pencils, fuch as have been in nfe ever lince, and have 
been formerly defcribed f, were found out; and the Tartars^ 
who had taken the advantage of the late diftradtions to make 
feveral inroads into the empire, were ftoully repulfed, and 
driven at a great diftance from his frontiers. He became at 
length fo famed for his wifdom, virtue, and good govern¬ 
ment, that the moft diftant nations fought his friendfhip; 
and feveral provinces, particularly thofe of ^lang-ton^" and 
^ang-ft, voluntarily Submitted themfelves to his laws, and 
paid him homage and tribute. He died in the forty-fixth 

? ear of his age, and the twenty-third of his reign, and was 
iicceeded by his fon (D). 

IV. KINC-TIf alias Hiao-king^ was no lefs remarkable iv. 
for the mildnefs of his reign than his father; and one of his King-ti.V 
firft adts was, to mollify the feverity of the punifliments 2 
which were then inflidlcd on certain criminals. However, as 43*’^ 


agriculture was fo well reftored by this time, he revived the *5- 
tiixcs which his father had reduced to one half; alleging, 

>50-5 


* See before, p. 217, & (R). t Ibid. p. 210, & feq. 


(D) The only fault this ex¬ 
cellent prince is accufed of, is, 
his having been weak enough 
to give credit to'an impoftor, 
who prefented liim with a coftly 
liquor, the drinking of which 
he a^rmed would render him 
immortal. However, when he 
found himfelf dying, he is re 
corded to have expreifed him¬ 
felf thus to his fon: “ Should 
“ my death be followed by any 
** war, as there is but too much 
** icafon to fear, be fore you 


take the general 4 -f^ into 
** your council, and commit 
“ every thing to his care; make 
“ no doubt ot his long-tried fi- 
dclity; and, as for his martial 
“ ikill, I cap only affure you, 
“ that he has not his equal in 
" the whole Chine/e empire." 
This advice proved of excellent 
ufe to the young prince, who 
might oiherwife have loft his 
life and crown,, as we Ihall fee 
in the fequel. 
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V. 
Vu-ti. 
Year of the 
43 «/ cycle, 

42. 

Sef. Chr. 

140. 

lits great 

modtra- 

tion. 


that the treafury ought to be put in a condition Jto fupport 
the expences of the fVatc. An unhappy accident, which hap¬ 
pened foon after, had like to have been attended with fatal 
confequences to him: His eldeft Ton having, as was then nfual, 
given a feaft to a number of young princes,' amongft whom 
was one who was his great favourite, they carrried their de¬ 
bauch fo high, that it came to a quarrel, in which the enr- 
peror’s fon ftabbed his favourite to death; upon which the 
father of the deceafed fwore he would be revenged on the 
imperial family; and engaged fix tributary princes in his 
quarrel, who aftually joined forces with Wm. It was on 
this occafion that the emperor feiit the general A-fA, men¬ 
tioned in the laft note, with a powerful army againfi them, 
who had the addrefs to draw them into a province where they 
could fcarcely get any provifion ; whilft himfelf was well for¬ 
tified in his camp, and had plenty of all things. When the 
confederates found that they mull either fight or be fami/hed, 
they agreed to attack his camp on all fides at once. They 
were, however, ftoutly repulfcd, and fell into a diforderly 
fiigh^; but were purfued with fuch terrible fianghter, that 
the fix princes were either flain by the imperial Ibldiers, or 
killed themfelves, to avoid falling into their hands. King-ti 
reigned {eventecn years, and was fucceeded by his fon. 

V. VU-Tl, alias Hi-a-ow, was endowed with moft excel¬ 
lent qualities, but naturally warlike, as his laft name exprefles 
it; and, to indulge that inclination, fent for all the wife 
pliilofophcrs, to confult with them about the conqueft of 
fome nciglibouring country; but was greatly furprifed to find 
them all againfi it, and to prefer peace before the mofijuil war, 
which fooner or later proves fatal to a Hate. He did how¬ 
ever yield to their advice; and gave himfelf wholly to the 
cares of his government, which he only relieved at proper 
times by hunting; but even here, confidering that his parks 
took up too much ground, and were a lofs to the people, he 
coiitra^cd them into a narrower compafs. He made feveral 
whe^fome laws and regulations; and ordained, among othep 


- things, that, when a prince died, his eftate fiiould be equally 


divided among his children; and that, when any died without 
lawful heirs, their fovureignties ftiould revert to the crown. 

He was a great encourager of learning, and of the repub- 
lifhing thofe books that had efcaped the public ruin, which 
he caufed to be taught in the fchools, together with the morals 
Toihh for of Cu^udus and Mencius, His greateft foible was,' his fond- 
impojiors. nef? for fome impollors, who promifed him immortality by 
the drinking of a certain liquor'of their own making; and 
by whom he had been perfuaded to build a palace all of the 

moft 



C. I. H 0 ory cf China. '491 

moA fragrant woods; and in the midA of it a brafen tower» * 

In which he and they fpent much time and pains in preparuilg 
that precious panacea. He was iikewife inclined to liAen too 
much to fome pretended magicians, who promifed to perform 
wonders before him (E), and for which he was juAly raillied 
by the wifer fort. The Tartars having roufed his martial Cw^ejiu 
genius by fome frefli inroads, he gained four fignal viffories 
over them, and drave them beyond the wall. From thence 
he carried his fuccefsful arms into the kingdoms of Prgu, 

Siantf Camboyat and Bengal, and divided his conqueAs among 
his generals, and other officers, who had helped to fubdiie 
them *. He built feveral cities there, and gave two of his 
generals the title of kings, who, by contrafting in time the 
manners and inclinations of the Tartars, became the greateA 
enemies to their native country. A little before his death he Deaths 
nominated one of his fons by a concubine, then but eight 
years old, to fucceed him ; and gave him for a guardian one 
of his miniAers, in whom he placed an intire confidence; 

• See before, vol. vii. pafT. ^ 

(E) With relation to the frit pretended he would caufe her 
fort of thofe impoftors, we are to defeend by his art as often as 
told, that one of them having the emperor pLeafed. TheexpC' 
fet fome of that liquor before riment was tried,{and that mo- 
him in a cup, one of his mini- narch aflifted at the conjuring 
flers, who had tried in vain to ceremony; but, the immortal 
cure him of his credulity, took lady proving deaf to the call, 
it up, and drank it; upon which the magician was forced to have 
the emperor, in a violent paf- recourle to the following ftrata- 
fion, threatened to put him to gem: Having caufed a piece of 
death; to which he replied, white filk (whereon he had 
with a fmile, Ho^w can you put written the reafons why the 
me to death, if this liquor hath concubine could not defeend to 
made me immortal { and, if it him) to be fwallowed up by a 
hath net, hew can fuch a poor cow, he told the emperor, in ai 
theft defenve it f This anfwcr pretended furprife, and fearful 
dilarmed his refentment, but tone, that that beaft was preg* 
did not cure him of his foible. n ant with fome ftrange wonder. 

As to the mamcians, of whom and defired that fhe might be 
he was no lets fond, one of cut open. It was done accord^ 
them having promifed to fhew ingly, and the piece of filk 
him a favourite concubine, found in her maw; but, the 
whom he affirmed to have paiT- hand'writing proving to be that 
ed, after her d<^th, into the of the conjuror, he was put to. 
world of the moon, where Ihe death. This llory, we are told, 
enjoyed the effeAs of the im- hath fervedfor a tubjeAof fev^- 
riiortalizing liquor, capfed a ral comedies ( 24 ). 
tower to be built, into which he 

('24^ Martini & alt inRtaoum. Du RalJe in Vu-ti, 
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and, to pr^eot his emprefs raifing any troubles in ^vour of 
her ion, condemned her to death on fome pretence or pfhtf, 
and only gave her the choice of it. P^u-ti reigned fifty-four 
yeacSj and was fucceeded by his fpn above-mentioned. 

VI. CHAU-TIf alias Hiao-chany though fo very youngs 
phau-ti. gave the greatefi marks of a mod: excellent difpolltion ; ^ - 
Tearo/tbe ^y^s vexj obfcrving of his wife guardian’s inllruftions, and 
44^^ fy./f, no jefg liberal to thofe who faithfully ferved the fiate. A 
_ 30 * dearth happening in his reign, he not only remitted theufual 
i * * taxes of grain, but alTifted his indigent fubjefts with corn for 

their fubfiftence. He next concluded an honourable peace 
with the Tartars ; but died foon after, to the great regret of 
his people, in the thirteenth year of his reign ; and, leaving 
no ilTue, was fucceeded by his uncle Hyau-ti, with the con- 
fcnt of the whole nation. However, he, proving a very dc: 
bauched prince, without either afFeftion for his fubjefts, or 
regard for his moft faithful counfellors, was foon after depofed 
by them, ftrippcd of all enfigns of the imperial dignity, and 
fent to the little fovcrcignty whence they had called him to 
the empire, after a flaort reign of feven months. The dates 
chofd in his Head, 

VII, SWEN'Tly alias Si-veHy the grandfon of the em¬ 
peror Vu-ti, who had been educated in a prifon with the em- 

Tearefthe prcfe his mother, to which foe had been confined bn an un- 
^bncky jyg. fofpicion of deftroying the princes and princelles of the 
Bef.Chr ^ witchcraft. Here his misfortunes enabled him to 

74. * excellent le/Tons from her, which made him worthy 

of the empire j and his keeper took fuch particular care of 
him, that, upon his acceifion to the throne, he rewarded him 
JJis mild a principality. He was mild and compaffionate, cafy of 
govern- accefs, and aifiduous to the afimrs of date. He revived the 
ment. ofiiceof cenfors, which had been fupprefled by his predecef- 
Ataies iibrs; (rauf^ exafl informatbn to be brought to him of the 
behaviour of his miuiders; gave frequent audience to his 
Jome regu- fubjefts, efpecially to the widows and orphans; and cncou- 
lations, more particularly memorials being prefented to him, 

w^ufe they gav? him more leifure to examifie the calc than 
^ tm audience. He reduced the multitude of laws to a co*- 
trin ‘numb^ of article; and abre^ted the red, a? tending 
pnly to perplex matters, and perpetuate fuits. 

In his reign the InSim princes, his gi^ndfkther had 
fubdwd, foook off the yoke; and he was preparit^ to march 
from a ' SlgalnXl them,' hut Was difiuaded frorii it by his mihSers, who 
^ar. reminded him, that the blood of hiS fubjdfls ought to be 
dearer to him than any Conqueds; and that thofe, who re- 
ruf^ the WelSng of his wife goivernment, were unworthy of 

it. 


VII. 

Swen-ti. 
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it. There happened in his time fome dreadful earthquake* 
which rent whole mountains afunder, filled up valiics, and 
fprcad an univerfal terror through that whole fuperftitious 
tion, which looked upon them as forerunners of greater evils. 

Some time after a Tartarian Idng font an ambally to Swen-ii, 
which was at firfi: fufpe<fled of fome finifter views; but upon 
it? appearing* by the rich furs they brought with them, and 
the homage they came to pay him, that the intent of their 
coming was only to promote a mutual commerce, they were 
gracioufiy received, and treated as envoys of an ally. Swen-ti 
reigned twenty-five years, and was 1‘ucceeded b)' his fon. 

VIII. rWEN-ri, alias luea, is juftly celebrated for his '711. 
love of learning and learned men; for his tencK‘a- regard for 

his fubjefts; and, above ail, for his fingular frugality, which 
made him difcard a great number of fnperfluous domefti^s, tS ^ 
with refpeft to furniture, diet, fiables, equipage, be. accord- 
ing to a favourite maxim he feldom loft fight of, That he* 
who could be contented with a little, would want nothing. 

He was however unhappy in the indifereet choice he made of J”S**f* 
his minifters, whom he raifed chiefly for rheir politenefs ^ J'* 

eloquence, without any other regard to their wifdom or ex- ^ . 

perience ; by which means his court was filled with faflious 
fyeophants, who drew him into all their meafures, and got ® 
him by degrees to turn all the men of virtue and merit out 
of his fervice. He was guilty of another and grofler piece of Bafen^ 
injuftice with regard to the troops which guarded the great 
wall, who beheaded the Tartarian princes whom they took 
prifoners as they were hunting on the mountains; for, inftead 
of punilhing their commander for his treache^ (the former 
peace with that nation ftill fubfifting), he rewarded him for 
it. This had like to have brought on a new war; the fuc- 
cefibr of one of thofe princes being then levying a numerous 
army, and making a powerful confederacy, agaii^ him; to 
ward off which, he was obliged to give him a princefs of the 
imperial family in njarriage, with a very rich dower. This 
ftorm was fcarccly over, when he perceived that a more 
dangerous waf was ready to break out, within the empire, 
among the numerous parties formed by the minifters, the 
apprehenfion of which is fuppofed to have haftened his death. 

He reigned fixteen years, and died in the forty-tfurd year of 
his age, and was fucceeded by his fon. 

IX. CHING-TI, a fiave to wine and women* and to all IX. 
other infamous pleafures* was whdily governed by his nao- 
ther, who conferred the moft important pofts in the empire 

on her own relations. He afterwards fell fo paflionatcly in 5 * 

love with an aiirefe, that he turned his lawful wife out of his 
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Be/.(C&r' palace, to make room for her ; and then declared hefempreft, 
32. giving her father a principality, to conceal the meann«s of 
her birth. Several of his minlfters, having reprefented to 
him the difcredit of fuch a ihameful alliance, were all put to 
death. Many other brutal crimes he was guilty of; and 
many more he would have committed, had not a fudden de^th 
(F) put an end to his odious reign in the twenty-ilxth year of 
it. He left no iiTue; but was Aiceeeded by his nephew. 

X. X, HTAU-NGAT-Tlf alias Ngay, though but eighteen 
Hyau- years old, g^ve great hopes of a mild and happy reign by his 
early care in reforming the ftate, difplacing all the wicked 
Tear nf the ujinifters Qf his predeceflbr, and filling their places with men 
known virtue and probity. In his reign Tan-gu, king of 
Br}. Chr. Tartars^ came in perfon to pay homage to him, and to 
j 5. confirm the peace which either he or his predeceflbr had made 
with the emperor Swen-ti. He was received in a magnificent- 
manner, and a firm peace renewed between the two nations. 
Dies the The emperor died the very year after ; which was that, ac- 
^ear in cording to the Chinefe annalirts *, in which the Saviour of the 

^hich worl^ was born; and was fucceeded by a prince defeended 

QjriJIwas fj-ojjj Twen-ti,. the eighth monarch of this dynafty. 

XI. HTAU-PING-TJ was but nine years old when he 
J.J ' came to the crown ; and his grandmother imprudently put 
ninz. under the guardianfhip of Vang-matig^ whom file made 

^ a Ko‘lau ; a man of fuch unbounded ambition and artfulnefs, 
THE* that he made no fcruple to commit the moft enormous cruel- 
FIRST ties to attain to the imperial dignity. He began with difeard- 
y £ AR ing his aflbeiates, and other perfons of virtue and merit; then 
OF crefted fevcral principalities, which he beftowed on his own 
creatures; ‘and at length caufed fome poifon to be mixed 
~ with the emperor’s food, which in a few days brought him to 
the tail extremity. All this while the traiterous villain pre- 


Poijoited 
by Vang- 
mar.g. 


■ Vid. Noel, Couplet, Maetimi, Du Halde, & al. fub 
Ngan & Hyau-i\gan. See alfo. befoee, p. 345, k feq. 


(F) He Is fafpe^ed to have 
^en poifoned by the orders of 
his wicked mother, whp had hi¬ 
therto led him into moil of his 
enormities; for he was in per- 
ie6l health the night before, and 
had cut himfeir out a deal of 
buftnefs to be done early next 
day; ;,but, on the morning, fell 


down dead a$ he was dreiling 
himfelf; and, what confirmed 
this fufpicion, was, that one of 
her relations, fuppofed to have 
adminifiered the draught to him, 
being like to be tryed for it, 
killed himfelf, to prevent all fq- 
tare difeovery {25). 


(25} Mirtim, Q A. Jiif, eitet. fub Ching, 
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tended to be under the deepeft concern for him; oiSered facri* 1 
fices for his recovery, filled the air with the bittereft cries, 
and even devoted his own life for that of his prince, by which - 
means his treafon went unfiifpeded ; efpedally as he did, after 
his death, place the crown on a young prince defcended fipom 
Swen~ti, the feventh emperor of this dynafty. 

*XII. ZHU-TSE-JNG then but two years old when XII. 
the Ko-tau raifed him to the throne, which he only fullered Zhu-tfe- 
him to enjoy three years, that is, 
firengthened himfelf; after which, he 
himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. 

VANC-MA NG, having ^us feized on the crown, gave his Vang- 
family the name of 7 /^«, which fignifies New, as well as new mang, itn 
face to the empire, by the innovations he made in it. He ufurper. 
divided it into nine provinces ; and every province into dif- 
trials, the government of which he gave to his own crea- 
tures : he likewife eredted fome principalities, to increafe the 
number of his dependents. By thefe, and other fuch pre¬ 
cautions, he thought his authority fo firmly fettled, that no¬ 
thing could wreft it from him; when on a fudden he Igw the A hloodf 
empire all in a flame, and ‘feveral armies marching agaiffft •warrmfei 
him, fome commanded by the confederate lords, and others 
by the two brothers Lyew-Jicw and Lycw~ing, of the family ”*** 
of Hai\. Thefe wars proved long and bloody, and attended 
length with an almoft univerfal famine, occafioned chiefly by the 
gridhoppers devouring the harvcll; and this brought on frefli 
infurreftions and robberies, which ended in the death of the 
ufurper. His army was defeated, his palace forced, plun- Nisirt^^ 
dered, and burnt, his throat cut, his body mangled in pieces,^**^* j 
and his head fluck on a pitchfork, and expofed to the view 
and diverfion of the populace. Thus fell that bafe tyrant, 
after he had ufurped the crown fourteen years. The vifto- 
rious army, refolving to reftore it to fome wca-thy prince of 
the royal family, elefted Whay-yang-vang to that dignity, 
who was a defeendant of King-ti, the fourth monarch of this 


till he had fuffidently 
depofed him, and caufed A/t^Cbr. 


dynafty. 

XIII. WITAY-TANG-VANG, they foon perceived, had XIII; 
deceived their hopes, who proved an e^minate and debauched Whay- 
prince; which made them refolve to dethrone him, after he y*“g' 
had re\gn^ two years, and to cleft another in his ftead. ■ 

They pitched at (irft upon Wang-hng, an impoflor, who'^jj 
pretended to be ^e fon of the late emperor Ching~ti, the 
ninth monarch of this dynafty ; but, he bring difeoveredand 
beheaded, they defted Lyew-fyew emperor, who afliimod 


the title of ^mng-vu-ti, and was defcended from the tenth 
ibn of King-tif the fourth‘monarch of this dynafty. 

XIV. ^ANG- 
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XIV. XIV, i^UJNG-VU-TIf who had bad but m homely 
Quahg- educatioa io the country, and had fliawd in the wants and 
vo-ti. labours of lus fdJow ruSics, became thereby fo fenfible of 
Jft. Chr» jjjg of his fubjefks, th^ he proved a truly mild, 

sJ^btle, and compaifionate prince; and, uptm his pailii^ 
through the country where he was bom, fent for fevera^of 
his countrymen, and admitted them to his tabic. He was no 
lefs a patron to learned mep, whom he invited to his court, 
and raifed to conitderable employments. His reign, how¬ 
ever, was dilhirbed with fome powerful and Ihibbom fac¬ 
tions, which took him up near twelve years in reducing, 
though, in the fuccels he had againft them, he ufed fuch 
iingular moderatioD, as made him the more admired and loved 
by all. He removed his court from Shen-Ji to Ho-nan ; and 
J the Cbmeje records mention a total edipfe of the fun, in the 

derfal laft day of the fevesth moon of ihe 46th, or, according to Dvl 

€clipfe^ Jlalde, the fortiedi, cycle, which they pretend to have hap¬ 
pened fooner than it ought to have done, according to their 
calculations (G). ^ang-vu died in the lixty-firft )^ar of his 
age, after he reigned thirty-three years; and Id't ten fons 
behind him, cme of whom fucceeded him. 

XV. . XV. MlNG^Tlf famed for his clemency and wifdom, and 
Ming-ri. for eflablifhing an academy in his own palace, for the educa- 
Jji. Chr. tion of princes and young noblemen, into which ftrangers 
57* were lifcwile admitted, and would be often prefent at their 
cxercifes. He made choice of a lady for his emprefs, who 
was a pattern of diferetion and modeily, and never wore any 
embroidered clpaths. He caufed a bank ten leagues in length 
to be raifed, to prevent the frequent inundations of the IVkang- 
ox ydkvj river^ in wj^iph he employed 100,000 men. 

{G) If this wonderful eclipfe It is therefore probable, either 
was the fame wliich happened that fome error hath crept into 
at the crucifixion of Chrifi; (26}, the Chintfe annals, or that the 
the Chinefe annalifts ihould ra- tranfiator might miftake the 
ther have fa>d contrary to, than word, and render it before^ in- 
before, their calculation; for it Head of cwirany to. As to the 
h^pened in the full moon, or fupematural one atour Saviour's 
when Die was in mppolkion to crucifixion, we lhall refer our 
die fun, and fo could not caufe reader to what hath been 
thattotol darknefs.j and this a of it in a former part of tliis 
aftronomer could not but worit (27). 
huow to be contrary to. astdro. 

Matt, x»vii. ^5> ^ (17) 9 te Usiv. •oel. A* 

tcj. 
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It was on the fecood 3fear of the forty.feventhTcyde,, and | 
pjF Chrifl ilxty-h>Qr, that he had that dream we have men¬ 
tioned in a former fe£ik>fi ^ whkh induced Mm to fend his 
ambaHadors in iearch of the Holy One that was in the 
but who, iniiead of his doftrine, brought home the idol and 
worihip of Fo, tpgether with the dofirine of tranimigratiofi; 
arid he is much blamed by the CUtufe hiftoriatis, for having 
admitted them into his dominions. He reigned dghteen 
years, and was fucceeded by hb fon. 

XVI. 5 enjoyed a peaceable rdgn of thirteen XVI. 

years, which was chiefly owing to his wifdom, virtue, and Shang-ci. 
tender regard for his fubjeffs, whofe taxes Ik ieflened, and 
to his averflon to luxury and iuperfluous exper.ee. He was 75 * 
often recommending to his nobles the oeconomy of the an- 
tients, and was himfelf a perfect pattern of it. He died in 
the thirty-iifth year of his age, and was fucceeded by his 
fon. 


XVII HO-TI was then but ten years Md, and under the XVII, 
guardianftiip of his mother; but that did not hinder his fame 
j^nd power from extending itfelf to very remote countries, 

He had a wife and valiant general, named Pan~chaUf -wlaD ° * 
obliged a great number of fovereigns tp pay him hexnage, and 
feek his proteffion; and is affirmed to have advanced as far 
as Judeaj which the Chinefe call Ta-tfin^ and to have ipent 
much time in fuch long expeditions. Ho-ti^ through jealoufy, 
divorced his firfl emprefs, who died fooa after of grief, And 
married the grand-daughter of one of his generals, who was 
a mirror of her fex, for her rare IkiU in all the Chinefe 


ing, and much more flill for her lingular modefly; infomuch, 
when the ufual compliments and prefents came to be 
made to her, on her advancement, Ihe would accept of no¬ 


ting but a few pencils, ai^d a fine fort of paper, newly in¬ 
vented. Ho-ti was one of the firil who raifed the eunuchs of 


his court to an exorbitant height of power, which hath proved 
fmee fo fatal to the empire, by advandng them to the highefl 
polls of it. He reigned feventeen years, and was fucc^ed 
by his fpn. • 

XVIII. SHHNC~TIf an infant in the cradle when his XVIII. 
father died, lived fearedy a year; and was fucceeded by a Shang-ti. 
grandfon <rf Chang-tif the iixteenth monarch of this dy- 
nafly. 

XIX. jIVCw^A^-T/ being but thirteen years of age, his mo- XIX.^ 
ther was appointed his guardian, and veiled with the impe- Ngwi-ti. 
dignity, which flie preferved beyond the term preferibed ' 


{ See before p. io8, & fe^. 
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^ by the laws, that ihe might do the more good to tMe people. 
Bit mo- It was then a time of great fcarcity, and many of them muft 
tkers ex- have pcriflied, if flic had not timely afhftcd them. She con- 
erllent descended to vifit the poor, even as far as the prifons, to give 
them relief. Confidering, in the next place, that an empire 
of fuch vaft extent, as it now was, could not eafily be gre- 
ferved, ihe releafed a great number of conquered nations, and 
fovereign princes, from the ufual homage and tribute, and 
reduced the Chinefe dominions to narrower bounds (H). Her 
fon married a lady, who, finding herfelf barren, took another 
woman’s fon as’ her own, to fuccced to the crown; and, to 
prevent difeovery, fecretly poifoned his mother. Ngan reigned 
mneteen years, and was fucceeded by that fon. 

XX. XX. SHUN-TIy the fon of Ngan-ti, by a concubine, 
Shun-ti. fignalized the firft years of his reign by feveral viftories over 
JJt. Chr. the barbarians; and deprived the late emprefs of the funeral 

< 2 ?* obfequies, for having poifoned his mother. He made a law, 
in the fourth year of his reign, which excluded men from the 
magifiracy, except they were forty years old, or had fome 
extraordinary merit to fupply the want of age. In the ninth 
year of the cycle, one Ma-myen formed a confiderable army 
of vagabonds, who plundered the cities and country, and, 
fiulhed with fuccefs, made a bold pufh for the imperial dig¬ 
nity ; but was defeated, and flain, before he could accomplifli 
his defign. The emperor died in the nineteenth year of his 
reign, and was fucceeded by his fon, 

XXI. XXI. CHANG-T /, who afeended the throne in the fecond 
Chang.ti year of his age, died before it was expired, and was fucceeded 

by 

XXII. XXII. CHE-TIt who, though but eight years old, gave 
Che-ti. fome fignal marks of an excellent difpofition; but the em- 

Aft. Cbr, prefe, who was his guardian, had a brother named Lyang-ki, 

* 44 * who, abufing her authority, paid little or no regard to the 

young emperor; and did one day behave before him with fuch 
pride and infolence, at a public afiembly, that the prince 
could not forbear caftiqg a threatening look at him, and 
whifpering, loud enough to be heard, that*is an arrogant 
ftrfon* This faying coft him his life *, and Lyang-ki^ juftly 

(H) About this dme was earthquakes; efpecially one, ia 
taken, and executed, the famed the eighth year of it, which ex- 
.pyrate Chang-pe-tUy ^ho had tended over a great part of the 
infefied the Chine/e feas five or country, where the earth opened 
fix years. In this reign hap- itfelf, and made dreadful duj; 
pwicd likewife fome dreadml vaftations {28). 

(&S] Ditmidtf Ngan.tt\ 

feuiog 
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fearing his refentment, caufed him to be poifoned, before he Poifmed. 
had reignM one whole year. He was fuceeeded by his bro«; . 
ther. 

XXIII. WHA N'T I proved a weak prince, and a patron XXIII. 
of the fcft of Lau'kytm, formerly fpoken of *. Under him ^^*®'*'* 
the magillracy became venal, and the eunuchs were his chief Aft^ Cbr. 
favourites; which made all the learned men retire from his * 
palace; nor could all his freih invitations bring them back. 

Lyang-kif the murderer of the late emperor, and his wife, 
were raifed to the higheft honours, in which he behaved with 
fuch pride and infolence, that he even ventured into the pa¬ 
lace with his fword by his fide, contrary to the laws. He 
was, however, forgiven, upon his fubmiffion; but being be¬ 
come odious to all, and efpecially to the eunuchs, who now 
ingrofled the whole power, his houfe was fo clofely bcfieged 
with a troop of them, that, finding no way to efcape them, 
he killed his wife and himfelf. In the twenty-eighth year of 
this cycle, there happened fuch a dreadful famine in feveral 
parts of the empire, that the people were obliged to feed on 
human flefh. The emperor died in the thirty-fixth year of 
his age, and twenty-firft of his reign. He left no ilTue, thpugh 
he had a great many concubines, and was fucceeded by a prince 
of the family of Chang'ti. 

XXIV. LING-TJ betrayed a ftill greater fondnefs for XXIV. 
eunuchs, and raifed them to a higher pitch of power, whilfi: he Ling-ti. 
fliewed no lefs an averfion againft thofc who were able to give 
him better counfel. He was, moreover, a prince of unfatiable 
avarice, farcallical wit, and a four humorift (I). The only 
good thing recorded of him, is his caufing the wife in- 
llruftions of the antlent emperors, contained in the five clal- 
fical books, to be engraved on maible tables, and publiekly 
expofed at the entrance of the academy. But the intolerable 
infolence of the eunuchs had rendered him fo odious, great 
numbers of the nobility being put to death tor endeavouring 


s See before, p 

(I) Among other of his hu¬ 
morous whimfies, he is faid to 
have eilablifhed a fair in his 
own palace, for felling all forts 
of curioiities, and to have taken 
a Angular delight in feeing his 
concubines out-bid, wrangle, 
and abufe each other. Another 


n 7, & feq. 

diverfion he took delight in, 
was in taking the air in his 
gardens, in a chariot drawn by 
afl'es; whence thofe creatures 
came to be preferred every¬ 
where to horlcs, in imitation 
of the court (29). . 


( 29 , Du flaldt, fub Liitg’ti. 
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to Inpprefs It, that, m a Kttle tioie, leveral grMt‘ ylnlea ap* 
peared in the field, who ftylcd themfelves yellow caps, and 
were commanded by three brothers, who plundered feverd 
provinces; but were at length defeated and flain one after 
another. Some barbarian troops, ib they call all ftrangers, 
made likewMe feveral attempts on the frontiers; but were 
likewife defeated, as were alfo fome remains of the yeUow 
caps, about the fifth year of the following cycle, by an ex¬ 
perienced general, who is reported never to have gone into a 
bed all the ten years that the wars lafted. Ling-ti died the 
year after, in the thirty-fourth of his age, and twenty-fecond 
of his reign, without naming his fucceflor. 

XXV. XXV. HTEN’TI an elder brother, named Pyen-ti, 
!lyen-ti. who mounted the tlirone after Lmg-ti's death; but, after a 
Jlft. Chr. few months reign, refigned it to him; and is not therefore 
189. nundwred among the other emperors. Hyen-ti was then but 
young, and his weaknefs and indolence, if not rather ftupi- 
dity, proved the occafion of perpetual wars, both at home 
and abroad. China was divided firft into three, and then 
into four parts, under as many fovcrcigns. The eaftern part 
rebelled againft Tong-chc, general of the imperial army, who 
had murdered the emperor and his brother, burned the pa¬ 
lace, and opened the imperial fepulchres, where he found an 
immenfe treafure, and then removed his court into the pro¬ 
vince of Shen-fi. His crimes did not go long unpuniflied; he 
was murdered the year after, his body hung on a fork in the 
public market-place, and all his riches confifeated. The 
yelkns) caps had likewife taken advantage of the reigning dif- 
orders, and were grown very numerous; but thefe were like- 
vnfe gradually cut off by Tfati-fau, who ufurped the imperial 
authority. This laft was ftripped of it the thirty-feventh 
year of the cycle, by his own fon Tfau-poi, and banilhed 
mto a fmall principality, which he gave him, where he died, 
fourteen years after, generally defpifed. Hyen-ti reigned 
thirty-one years; and with him ended the fifth dynafty. 

Sixth 7be Sixth "Dynafiy^ called Hew-han, that 45, the latter 
Dynafy, Family of Han, which had Two Emperors witbiio 
the Space of Forty-four Tears. 

t. \.^HAV-LTE-VANG, the firft monarch of this dynafty, 
Chau-lye- was before called Lyew-pi, and was defeended frtmi 
vang. King-ti, the fourth emperor of the preceding one. He was 
A/t. Chr. very tall, and had an air of grandeur, W'hich commanded re- 
*20. fpeft. His valour correfponded to his afpcift, and prefenred 
ftUl an even temper, let things go well or ill* How he came 

to 
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to the imperial dignity we are not told. Hisre^n la|led iwtit 
three yea^s, and he died in the lixty-third year of his ttgt, 
after he had named his fon ffrw-ti his fuccenbr, and given 
him and his prime minifler fome wholfome direftions con¬ 
cerning their future conduft (K). 

II. HElV-TTs reign proved a troublefome tme, through . 
tha wars that raged among the other fovereigns, in which Htw-ti. 
himfelf loft two famed generals, Chang-Ji and ^ang~yuy the 
latter of whom is idolized as the Chinefe Mars, Ko-lyang 
received likewife feveral defeats from the king of Chey^ tho* 
he always made a good retreat, at which he was mc^ ex¬ 
pert. That prince marched next with a prodigious army 
againft the confederate kings of Han and £/, \rith' an in¬ 
tent to ftrip them of their territories; but, being come to 
the borders of the riyer Tang-tfe-kyang^ whofe waves were 
then very rough and boifterous, he cried Out, Donbth/s thefe 
are the bounds ivhich heaven hath fut to the ambition of mor^ 
tals ; and immediately marched back. He was foon after de¬ 
feated, by his own rebellious general Song-chaUf who, fluflied 
with his many fuccefles, as well as the great {wny he had 
over tlie army, refolved to make his way to the imperial dig¬ 
nity. Upon which Hew-tVs fon, feeing things in that de- 
fperate condition, went to his father: “ There is, faid he, 

** now no room to deliberate; and this moment muft decide 
your fate, either to vanquifli, or die with this fword in 
“ 5'our hand, and your crown on your head.” But the em¬ 
peror wanting courage to give Song-chau battle, the young 
prince did fo take it to heart, that, retiring into the hall of 
his anceftors, he firft killed his wife, and then himfelf. Soon The impe- 
after this, the imperial army was cut in pieces, the-palace ried army 

cut off. 

** tention and purfuit; I have 
** had too little of it, to ferve 
you for an example; but 
** follow the advice of Ko-lyang^ 

** and you will find in him a 
fecond father.’*’ Juft before 
he died, he is reported to have 
expreftH himfelf in words to 

« • ,-k mm 

»jaA*/ wAJww* • rf •* aaaMiaa 

hath attained to the age of 
fifty years, he hath no rea- 
fon to complain of the fhort- 
nefs of his life; why fhould 
J then, who am fo much paft 
fixty (30) ? ” 

{y>) Du fui Cbaog-’yt'^'carig, 


(K) He fent for them a little 
before his death, and addrefling 
himfelf to his prime minifter, 
named Ko-lyang, faid to him: 
“ If my fon refufe to pay a due 
** regard to your wife connfel, 
** dethrone hifli, and reign in 
his Head.” Then to his fon 
he fpake fcW lAliJ Jl^Ut h « MAWaV 
light foever a fault may feem 
<« to you, beware of commic> 
** ting it; and how iinall fo- 
** ever a virtuous aftion may 
** appear, neglefl not to do it. 
“ Virtue alone deferves our at- 


plimdered, 
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Mew-tl’i plundered, and the cowardly emperor went and ^^Uvered 
tmuardici himfelf into the hands of the conqueror, who ga^/e him a 
and %atb. foiall principality, in which he lived feven years an obfcure 
and contemptible life, and died in the fixty-Hfth year of his 
age, and forty-iiril of his reign, and with him ended the 
fixth dynafty. 

•jth dyna- Seventh Dynafty called Tfm (L), which bad Fifteen 
Emperors within the Space of 155 Tears* 

I. I. VH[-TSU-VU-TI was the fon of the rebel Song-chau^ 
Shi tfa- ^ which name he took upon his becoming the founder of 
vu-ti. this new dynafty. He kept his court in the province of Ho- 
Jft. Cbr. . and was a magnanimous prince, had a quick apprehen- 
/Ion, found judgment, and was a profefled enemy to all dif- 
ftmulation. His reign was much difturbed by the warlike 
preparations of many petty princes who afpired to the impe> 
rial dignity; but the fouthern were oheii defeated by the 
northern ones, who, befides their being more hardy foldiers, 
were affifted by the Tartars with whom they were ki league. 
Hfj con- However, he fubdued the latter, ajid then immediately 
queftt* marched into the fouthern provinces; and, having pafled the 
river Tang-tfe-kyang without any oppofition, he befieged 
the metropolis of the kingdom of f/, whofe king, not being 
in a condition to oppofe him, furrendered himfelf to him ; 
and had a little ftate aftigned to him, where he ended his days. 
ttlcenduSi. He had fcarcely reigned feven years before he found himfelf 
mafter of the whole empire, and out of danger of any ene¬ 
my ; and refolvcd thenceforth to enjoy the repofe which his 
viffories had procured him. He not only gave himfelf up to 
idlenefs and pleafure, but was indiferete enough to difband 
his ai’my, wliich roufed up afrefti the ambition of the petty 
Dtath. fovereigns. He died in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, 
and the fifty-fifth of his age, and left a numerous pofterity, 
but was fucceeded by his eldeft fon. 

IT. II. WHET-TV% want of genius and ability was in a great 
Whey-ti. mcafure made up by the ability of four of his minifters; fo 
Aft. Chr. that the beginning of his reign proved pretty "fuccefsful, but 
289. [he ambition or, jcaloufy of one of his wives, or fecond 

(L) Tlio' tlie name of TJtn written and pronounced, and 
here fceni.-> to be the fame with have a quite different fignifica- 
that of the fourth dynafty, yet tion among the (31}.' •> 

we arc told, they are different iy 

(l\) Du IlalJf, f»i S!'i ifu vu-ti, 

queens, 
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^ueeas, \|ho made him remove his emprds frdoi the cdurt, Ruin^ by 
poifoned her only fon, and caufei all the nobles that were of " mbi- 
her party to be put to death, (boa threw the conrt and em- f^ousquem. 
pire into the utmofl confufion. Several battles were fought, 
and a great deal of blood was Aied on both lides, till at 
length this virago was flain in her turn, w'ith all that lided 
Witn her, and the emperor forced to flee for his life. 

Several of the petty kings, taking the advantage of thefe 
difOTders, took the field; particularly the king of TJj, who 
had fuch fuccefs, that he was in a fair way of having feized 
the imperial crown, but was flain in the attempt. The king 
of Han did the fame in his northern province, and met with 
the fame fate. At laft the emperor was poifoned in the Poifontd, 
forty-eighth year of his age, and feventeenth of his reign; 
and, leaving no iffue behind him, the grandees elefted the 
twenty-fifth fon of Shi-tfu-vu-tiy founder of this feventh 
dynafty, for his fucceflbr. 

III. IVH^T-TI a prince of fuch endownments as pro- .m, 

* .mifed a happy reign, but the ambition of the petty kings did Whay-ti, 
not fuffer him to enjoy it long enough. One of thofe rqguli, After Cbr. 
named Lyevi-yvjen^ was upon the point of dethroning him, 3®^. 
when he was prevented by a fudden death ; but his fon Lycv}~ 
followng his Jfteps, got pofleflion of the palace, and 
plundered it, flew both the emperor and his fon, after he had 
made the former wait on him at table in the guife of a flave, 
in the thirtieth year of his age, and fixth of, his reign. The 
grandees chofe in his ftead Min-tit the grandfon of the 
founder of this dynafty. 

IV. Af/iV-T*/was no lefs unfortunate than his predeceflbr, 1 V. 

being dethroned in the third year of his reign, and baniftied Min-ti. 
into a fmall principality in the province of Shen-fiy and in the AfterChr, 
next year being flain there by the king of Han, 3 *** 

V. TJVE N-T /, another grandfon of the founder, was chofen V. 

in his ftead; who proved a prince of lingular moderation, Ywen-ti. 
frugality, and love for learned men. He removed his court JfterCbr, 
from the weft to the eaft, and fixed it in the city of Nan- 3*6. 
king, whence his femily hath been ftyled the eaftern family- 

of TJin. He reigned fix years 5 and then fell into a deep 
melancholy, which ended his days in the forty-fixth year of 
his age, and was fucceeded by his fon. 

VI. MING-TI KigtxedL only three years : nothing elfe is VI. 
recorded of him, except that he left the crown to his fon. Miag-ti. 

VII. CHTNG-ri was then but five years old, and his vil. 
mother governed in his ftead ; but the imperial authority was Ching-ti. 
Cso weak to curb the ambition of the petty princes, who AfterChr. 
warred againft and deftroyed*each other, in o;Jer to make 3*5- 

Mod. Hist. Vol. VIU. E e way 
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Viray to the empire; Ching-ti reigned feveiitecn years, and 
f was fucceeded by his brother. 

VXII. VIII. KING-TJ reigned but two years, and died in the 
King-ti. forty-fecond year of his age ; he left the crpwn to his eldell 
J42. fon. 

IX. MO-TIy who was then but two years old, and under 
Mo-ti* guardiiinfliip of the emprcfs, gave great tokens of an 

After 'cbr. excellent prince. When of age to take the reins, he ftill 
followed the advice of his beft minifters, and recovered feve- 
ral provinces. IVan-vm, one of his generals, marched againll 
a northern petty prince of the family of Han^ who had re¬ 
volted, whofe palace he burnt to the ground. There were 
feveral others in arms, all aiming at the imperial dignity, 
who, had Mo-ti lived longer, might have Ihared the fame 
fate; but he died in the feventeenth year of his reign, and 
was fucceeded by a fon of Ching-ti^ the feventh emperor of 
this dynafty. 

X X. NC JI-TJ reigned four years, and died in the twenty- 
Nga ti. fifth year of his age, and the fccond of the fifty-fecond cycle, 
361. The nobles chofe his younger brother for his fucceflbr. 

Xr, XI. T I-TK's reign was not much longer than his brother’s, 
Ti ye. altho’ he outlived the lofs of it fifteen years ; IVatig-ven, his 

JfterCbr. general and prime minifter, having dethroned him, after he 
3^5- had gained a victory in the north, and confined him in a cita¬ 
del, where he ended his days in the forty-third year of his 
age. He w'as fucceeded by Kyen-ven-ii, the laft of the chil¬ 
dren of Ywen-tt, fifth emperor of this dynally. 

XII. XII. Arr/iA^-r^iV- 7 '/reigned only two years, and died 
Kycn- in the fifty-third year of his age, and was fuccecdcd by his 
venii. fon. 

XIII. Xm. yU-TI was no fooner on the throne, than he faw 


Vu-ti. his territories attacl.ed by Fu-kyeUi who reigned in the noith; 

JfterChf. iiwAf contrary to the opinion of all his minifters, came againft 
372- him W'ith a powerful army, and with a full defign of ftripping 
him of the imperial dignity. I'u-ti, as foon as he was in- 
en marched againft him with a final! but ieleft 

u- yen. troops; and, without giving him time to bring in 

all his forces, attacked his camp with fuch courage and refo- 
liition, that he totally defeated him; and his general, in a kind 


of defpuir and rage, feized on him in his flight, and led him 
Degene- ^ temple, and there ftrangled him. Vu-tVs fuccefs did not 
rates, deter feveral other petty kings in the north from revolting, 
whom he might have eafily quallied, had he made the beft 
of his viftory, and marched immediately againft them, inftead 
of returning to his court, as he did, and giving himfelf up to 
all manaer of voluptuous feafuolities. He died by the means' 
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a fecon^ queen, whom, by way of raillery, he had called • 
old woman, though but thiriy years of age; which fo flung Murdered. 
her to the quick, that ftie was foon revenged of him, he being 
found flifled in his bed in the nn'enty-fourth year of his reign. 

He w'as fucceeded by his fon. 

XIV. iV( 7 ^iV- 7 '/proved ftill more wortlilefs and indo; XTV. 
lent,* infomuch that we meet with nothing during his relgii Ngan-ti. 
but revolts and wars among the petty princes. A grandfon -^pffChr. 
of the king of Tay^ the only remaining branch of the family, 39 ^* 
having ftripped the king of Ten of his dominions, founded a 
monarchy which was governed by fourteen fucccfTive kings of 

his family. About the fame time a mean fellow, named 
Lyew-hu, who went felling of ftioes about the country, turn¬ 
ing foldier, became at lafl a general of a gicat army, and 
powerful enough to murder the emperor, and feize on the 
imperial dignity. Ngcn-ti wms killed in the twciity-fecond 
year of his reign, and fucceeJed by his brother; but his 
reign proved fiiort; and Lyexv-hu, having difj^atched him, 
feized on the throne, and became the founder of a new dy- 
nafly. , 

XV. KONC-TJ afeended the throne after his brother’s XV. 

death; but was himfelf flifleJ or ftrangled by the ftme alTaf- Kong-ti. 
fin, in the fecond year of his reign, and was the lafl mon- AfterChr. 
arch of the dynafly of Tftn. 4*8- 

Eightb Dynafty, called Song (M) ; confining of Eight 
Emperors^ within the Space of Fifty^nine Tears. 

1 . T TE IV-HUf upon his mounting the throne, took the name ^ 

' Kau-tjii-vu-ti ; and fixed his court at Nnn-king, his 
native place. He had fomething inexpreffibly noble and ma- 
jeflic in his perfoii and deportment; and was a man of nb 
lefs frugality than valour, which plainly appeared in clothes, 
retinue, <ac. He reigned but two years, and died in the 
fixty-feventh year at his age, and was fucceeded by his eldefl 
fon ShaU‘ti. If. 

n. SHAU-Tf was then feventeen years old; but, being a Shau-ti. 
weak trifling prince, Tau-taii-tfi, his prime minifler, took the 
crown from him, and, foon after, his life, before he had 

(M) This dynafty and the years, and of the emperors. All 
four following oncs^ which to- this time China was divided into 
gether go by the name cf two empires, the northern and 

are accounted fmall in compa - fouthern, each of which had its 
rifon of the oihers, both with proper monarch;. 
refpeCl CO the fmall number of ^ 

E e 
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reigned a year. Sbau-ti was fuaceeded by the t^rd 

• fon of the founder of this dynafty, 
nr. III. VE N-TIvii& a prince much admired for his medc* 
Vcn-ti. nefs, juftice, and integrity; but too much Wgotted to the 
After Chr. bonzas, whofe chief proteftor he openly declared himfelf’. 
4 * 3 ‘ After feveral wholfome regulations, by which he fixed him- 
fdf on the throne, he declared war againft the northerif em¬ 
peror (who was by that time grown fo powerful, that he had 
Sueeefi in already fixteen petty kings under his fubjeftion), and gained 
the north, many fignal viftorics over him, by the valour and conduft of 
treachery his prime miniiler Tau-tau^tfi ; of whom growing afterwards 
to his jealous, he caufed him to be put to death. The news of 
nerat. jQfg of fo brave a general foon infpirited the northern 

Dreadful princes to renew the war; and Ven-ti's troops, deprived of 
defeats, lb brave a leader, were defeated in feveral battles ; one efpe- 
cially was fought in the twenty-lixth year of his reign, with 
fuch dreadful llaiighter on both fides, that the fields weie 
overflowed with Chinefc blood. Tay-vu-ti, the northern em¬ 
peror, who flill remained fuperior to his rival, caufed a gene¬ 
ral mafnicre to be made of all the bonzas throughout his own 
dominions, burnt all their temples, and deftroyed their idols. 
Murdered. Vvn-ti was foon after murdered by his eldefl fon, in the 
thirty-fifth year of his age, and thirtieth of his reign; and 
the parricide ferved in tlie fame kind by his next brother, 
who immediately revenged his father’s death. 

IV. IV. I ''0 U-TJ WAS cfleemed a learned prince; but valued 
Vou-tfe. himleU fo much ou his Ikill in managing a horfe, and draw- 
j 4 fterChr.[ngAhoWf that he made hunting his chief diverfion; and, 
45 3 • being naturally more rough than was fuitable to his dignity, 

gave his tongue too great a liberty of breaking out into ill 
language to thofe about him. He died in the eleventh year of 
his reign, and thirty-fifth of his age, and was fucceeded by 
his eldeft fon. 


V. 

Fo-ti. 
After Chr. 

46+. 


VI. 

Ming-ti. 
After Chr, 

465. 


V. FU-TI had hardly mounted the throne, before fee dif- 
covered fuch a bloody (hCpofition, and put fo many innocent 
perfons to death, tliat he was himfelf murdered in the ihrft 
year of his reign, and fucceeded by Minf-tiy the elewiith 
fon of Ven-tiy the third monarch of this dynafty. 

VI. MINC^TIy no lefs inhuman than his predeceflors, 
began his reign with the murder of thirteen of his nephews 
of the imperial blood ; and, as he had no child, introduced 
men among his wives, with a defign to have a male child by 
fome of them, and, having killed the mtHher, to make a 
prefent of the boy to the emprefs who was barren. He raifed 
Syau-tau’chingy a man of unmeafured ambition, to the higheft 
dignity of the empire, who afterwards murdered two empe- 


rorr. 
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rors, to iB|ke his vny to the throne. Ming-ti died in the 
eighth year of his reign, and thirty-fourth Of his age, and 
was fuceeeded by his eldeft fon. 

VII. 7 SANG‘NGU‘VAI<[G fliewed fo much of his pre- VIL 
deceflbrs bloody temper, that it ferveJ to colour the perfi- Tfang- 
dioufnefs of the traitor Syang-iau-chingf who murdered him 

in tlm^fteenth year of his age, and fourth of his reign. He * 

was focceeded by his brother, 

VIII. SHUl^TIt who fell likewife a facrifice to the am- VIII. 
bition the prime minifter above-mentioned, by whom he Shun-ti. 
was murdered in the fecond year of his reign, and fourteenth Aft. Chr. 
of his age j and with him ^nded the eighth dyiiafty ot 477 * 
Song. 

*The Ninth Dynafiy called Tfi, which bad Five Ernpe- iyna^ 
tors within the Space of Twenty-three Tears, 

I. J^AU-TTy having made bis way to the throne by the 1.^ 
murder of the two foregoing emperors, removed the Kau-ti* 
court to Nan-king, the metropolis of Kyang-nan ; but did 
not long enjoy the fruits of his parricides. He was more re- ^ 79 * 
markable for his learning than his military exploits ; and ufed 
to fay, that If he could but reign ten years, he would make 
gold as cheap as dirt. Being one day dreifed in a habit fet 
over with precious ftones, he on a fudden ordered them to 
be beaten into powder, faying, they were only tit to Infpire 
a man with luxury and avarice. He died in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age, and fourth of his reign, and left the crown 
to his eldeft fon. 

II. KIZ-T*/began his reign with enabling a law, that the n. 
mandarins Ihould not hold their places longer than three Vu-ti. 
years; and reviving an old one, which forbad intermarriages After Chr. 
between perfons of the fame name. In his reign appeared the 4 S 3 * 
impious philofopher Fan-chin, whofc till then unheard-of and 
impious doffrine is frill {X’ofefled, though privately, by many 
of the Chinefe literati; though there then and fince appeared 
fome of the inafr learned pens to confute it (N). About the 
fame time Syau-yvten was raifed to the dignity of Ko-lan, a 
man of confummate politics and boundlefs ambition, who., 
foon after made his way to the throne by the murder of the 
ibcceeding monarchs. yu-ti died in the eleventh year of his 

(N) He taught, that all the foul dies with the body, and 
Ovents in the world were the that the (late of men after death 
of xn^re chance, that the is the fame with that of brutes, 

• E c 3 feign„ 




III. 

Ming'ti. 

jIfterCbr. 

494 - 


IV. 

y/hen 

lew. 

jlfucrChr. 

'' 199 - 


V. 
Ho-ti. 
Jifter Cbr. 
501. 


I oth dy~ 
Hajty, 


I. 

S> au- 
ywen, 
^AfterChr. 
50a. 

^rnt 

hoKHa, 
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ifiign, and forty-fifth of his age, and was fueceeded by the 
brother of Kau-tu founder of this dyiwfly. ‘ ^ 

HI. MING-TI had been intrufted by his brother with 
the education of his two younger fons; whom he a?:cord- 
ingly raifed to the throne, and cut them off one after an¬ 
other in the ftiort fpace of four months, and feized the crown. 
At this time the northern empire enjoyed a profound pence ; 
whofe monarch was fo addidted'to ftudy, that, whether in his 
chariot, chair, or on horfeback, he always had a book in his 
hand. Ming-ii died in the fifth' year of his reign, and for¬ 
tieth of his age, and left the crown to his third fon. 

IV. JVH^^N‘tEW proved fo debauched and cruel a 
prince, was fo averfe to all good counfels, and fo governed 
by his eunuchs, that the ambitious Syang-yvi'cn could not 
have wilhed for a better pretence for his aiming at the crown. 
He accordingly joined with the king of Lyang, and forced 
into the imperial palace, burnt it to the ground, and built a 
more magnificent one ; dethroned the emperor in the fecond 
year of his reign, and nineteenth of his age, and, for form 
lake, placed his brother Ho-ti on the throne. 

V. « HO-TI was not placed on the throne by the traitor to 
enjoy it long, but that he might have an opportunity of de¬ 
priving him of both that and his life at once ; which he did. 
by that time he had reigned one year ; and, feizing on the 
crown, became tlic founder of a new dynafty. 

^mth Dynafty called Lyang, conftfting of Four Empe¬ 
rors within the Space of Fifty-five Tears. 

1. VTHU-YWENy having obtained the imperial dignity by 
^ the blood of the two' foregoing emperors, all'umed the, 
name of Kau-ifu-vu-ti. He was defeended, from the family 
of Syau-ho, and was endowed with excellent qualities, being 
aftive, vigilant, and difpatched sdl that palled through his 
hands with furprifing readinefs. He was learned, martial, 
aullerc, and frugal; but became at length fo fond of the 
bonzas, that he neglefted the affairs of llate, i.nd became one 
of that order ’’; and firiftly forbad lolling of oxen and Iheep 
even for facrifices, and appointed corn to be offered infiead 
of thofe animals (O). In the fifteenth year of his reign he 

laid 

** De liis, vid. fup. p. ii2, & feq. 

(O) Syau-y’tucH, tho’ a tyrant approbation near 26 years.when 
and ufurper, had governed the this mad lit came upon him of' 
c^i^ire with fuch fuccefs and turning mpnk, had his head 
' : ‘ Ihaved, 
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laid liege to the city of Shew-yangj in the province of Sheitt 
fly which'lafted ten years, aM loft an infinite mimber of 
men both by the fword, famine, and peftilence. His prime 
minifter, in a fit of difcontent at being obliged to ferve a 
tyrant and iifurper, ftarved himfelf to death; which when he 
heard, he cried out, Do mi / hold my crown of heaven ? Am 
1 bc;l)olden for it to my grandees ? H^at occajitn then had that 
unfortunate man to make away with himfelf? 

Towards the latter end of his reign Hew'king, king Seized ly 

Ho-naUy his vaflal and tributary, revolted from him ; md.y the king of 
having made himfelf mailer of Nan-king, fcized upt)u him. Ho-nan. 
The emperor appeared before his conqueror with fuch maje- 
ftic intrepidity, that he was not able to look him in the face ; 
but, in a kind of dread, cried out, I could not have believed 
it fo hard to rejift a f>owcr which heaven has cjlabiijbed ; fo. His cruel 
not daring to imbrue his hands in his blood, condemned him death. 
to a more lingering death, by retrenching part of his fufte- 
nance everyday. He called for a little honey juft before his 
death, to put a bitter tafte out of his mouth ; and, being 
denied it, expired in the forty-eighth y?ar of his reign, and 
eighty-fixth of his age, and was fuccecdcd by his third.fon. 

II . Kl K N-VE N-T I had fcarcely reigned two years, when „ 
Hcnv-kiiig fcized on him, and put him to death, in the forty- 
ninth year of his age, and aftbmed the imperial title j which 
he yet hardly enjoyed one year, when the feventh fon of the 
founder mounted the throne. 

III. TWEN-Tl had then a Ko-lau, or prime minifter, III. 
named Chin-pa-feny who was alfo foixrcign of a fmall domi- Ywen ri. 
nion, and who totally defeated the rebel Uew-kbig's army, Ohr. 
and caufed him to be beheaded. But this Ko-lau likewife 55 
revolted, and bcficgcd Nan-kingy where the emperor, a prince 


lhaved, and wore a coarfe gar¬ 
ment, and lived upon herbs and 
rice, that the grandees of the 
empire in foinc mealure forced 
him out of bis retirement; but, 
though he retufned to his pa¬ 
lace, and refumed the govern¬ 
ment, yet he obllinately conti¬ 
nued to live after the manner of 
the bonzas} though, according 
to the doflrine of the tranfmi- 
gration of the fool, he dared not 
condemn any, even the greateft 
(;riminal, to death, which open 
^d. a door to licentioufnefs, and 


occafioncd infinite murders and 
robberies. 

At the fame timethe bonzaic 
fe£l was in no lefs efteem in the 
northern parts. That empire 
had been a long time divided 
between two fovereigns, one of 
the eadern, the o£er of the 
weflerni but were at length^ 
united under the king of Tfi and 
Cbewy when the emprefs of it, 
named l/«, built a monailery 
large enough to lodge a thoufand 
bonzas, and gave it the name of 
Yong-chingy or perpetual peace, 

£04 infatuated; 
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infatuated with the fuperititious dreams of the bcmzas^ kept 
Bums his his refidence; but, bdiug rdui^ up by this rebdJ^» took u 
' famid li‘ turn round the city-walls, and, jf^ing allwas IqI^ broke his 
brary, and and burnt his library, which cwiftftcd of 140,000 
fut to volumes, laying. There was an end of all feiences and vulitary 
death. done, he mounted his horfe, and went and fur- 

rendered himfelf to the conqueror, who (lew him in the third 
year of his reign, and Ibrty-feventh of his age. He was luc- 
needed by his mnth fon. 

JV. iV. KlNG-TIhzd. not reigned two years, before he was 
King-ti. likewife flain by the murderer of his father, in the fixtcenth 
jfterChr. year of his age, and, with him, expired the taith dynaily. 

555 * In his reign, the emperor of that part of the north, called 
Chev)^ caufed all the temples and idols of theboozas to be de- 
ftroyed. 

wthdy- Sleuth Dynafty called Chin, confijlir^ of Five Empe- 
rors in the Space of Thitty^ihree Tears. 


I. 

ICaU'ifa- 
vu-ti. 
After Chr, 
558. 


11. 

Ven-ti. 

JfterChr. 

560. 


i.n. 

Lyhg- 
hay-vang 
■ 567. 

IV. 

Swen ti. 
After Chr 
569. 


I. *T^HE rebel Chm-pafien^ being thns become the founder 
-*• of a new dynafty, aflumed the name of Kau-tfu-vu-ti ; 
he wa*s defeended from Chin~jhi. a famed general under the 
family of Ean. and was a lover of the fciences, but over- 
fond of the bonzas. He reigned but three years, and died 
in the fifty-ninth year of his age, and was fucceeded by his 
brother Ven-ti. 

U. VB N-T /, though he had lived privately till he came 
to the crown, yet (hewed himfelf foon to be a prince of ex* 
cellent 'qualities, and gained the love df his fubje< 5 fs. It was 
he who ordered the night-watches to be diftinguiftied by the 
beat of a drum, which method hath been obferved ever fince: 
and, finding that his fon had not fufiicient capacity to reign 
after hiin, appointed his own brother, then king of Ngem- 
chin, to fucceed him;' but his prime minifter, and (^her 
grandees, making a iftrong reprefentation againfi it, he altered 
his intention. Ven-ti died in the feventh year of his reign, 
and fiartieth of his age, and yvas fucceeded by Ws fon. 

IIL LTiYC-HArVANG'had hardly reign^ two years, 
before he was dethroned by his uncle,' the king of Ngan-chin s 
and died foon after, in the nineteenth year of his ag^; upon 
^frhich Sweh-ti, nephew to the founder, feized on the crown. 

IV. SJVE N-T / was a fweet and mild prince, a great lover 
of mufic, and an admirer of learned men. Oise of his vafiU 
• prince:; having, out of fome felfifti view, fent hiin fome pre- 
$snts of great value, he, to check, his ambition, ordered them 
’ be burnt in his o\vn prefeoce. In his ‘ reign the northern 

• ’ emperor 
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^perc»: having raifed Lyang-hyang to the dignity of Ko^hUt 
and given his daughter in marriage to his fon, made him not * 
long alter ibvereign of the pincipality of Swi, in which he 
l^ecLne fo powertui b a few years, that he was in a condition 
to fubdim all China, Swen-ti died in the fourteenth year of his 
reign, and forty*fecond of his age, and was fucceeded by his 
fog. 

V. CHANG^CHING^KONG foon gave himfelf up to V. 
all manner of excelles; upon whkh Kyen ajTumed the title of Chang.. 
mnperor, and, advancing fouthwaxd with a numerous army, ching- 
crolied the Tmg-tfe-kyang without oppofidon, and entered 
the metropolis of Nan-king in triumph. The emperor, tp 
avoid falling into his hands, threw himfeif into a well; but ^ 
was taken out alive, and dethroned in the feventh year of 
his reign. The conqueror became the founder of a new 
dynafty, and changed his name of Tang-kyen for that of 
l^u-t/c-vu-ti, 

twelfth Dynajiy called Swi, confifihtg ef ^hrte Empe^ 12th dpta^ 
rors within the Space of twenty-nine Tearsfiy^ 

I. TTAU-TSU-VEN-TI {€i3£d. on the crown in the forty- I- 

feventh year of the cycle ; and, leven years after, re- Kan-tfu- 
united the northern and fouthern empires, which had been 
divided near 300 years by Tang-tfe-kyang, their confbnt AjttrCbr, 
boundary. He was defeended from a noble family ; his folid 
penetrating judgment made amends for his want of learning, 
and his moderation and temperance gained him the love of his 
fubjedls. He reformed mulic and rhetoric of all that was foft 
and enervating; and caufed a certain portion of com and nee 
to be levied on the fubj&ls, for the fupport of the poor in 
time of famine. He was inexorable to the judges that fuf- 
fered themfelves to be corrupted: he had alfo made a law 
^at punifhed the ftnalleft larcenies with death ; but was after¬ 
wards perfuaded to tepeal it, as rather too fevere; and, by 
another, excluded merchants and mechanics from public em¬ 
ployments. Tihe preference whkh he gave to his eldeft foni a Murdered 
prince of no merit, whom yet he defigned for his fucoeflbr, h 
lb exafperated his fecond fon Tang-ti, that he murdered them 
both, and, by a double parricide, mounted the throne. Kau- 
tfih-ven-ti reigned fifteen years, and was flam in the ilxty- 
fourth of his age. 

11 . 7 VfiV< 7 - 7 '/was much g^ven to luxury} and, having re- W* ^ 
moved his court from the province of Shen-Ji to that of Ho- Yang-ti- 
n<m, fpent much of his time with his wives and concubines, 
aod in the diverfions of hunting and mufic. He was however 

4 fo 
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fo much rcfpcdled, that icveral petty princes put themfelves 
under his proteclion, and caitfed the great Chincfe wrfll to be 
newly repaired. He forbad his fubjeils to carry arms about 
them, which policy hath been in force ever fince ; and com- 
miiTioiied a hundred of the moft learned men' to revHe and 


IIL 

Kong-ti. 

^fterChr. 

6l8. 


reprint, after the manner of thofe days, all books treating 
of war, politics, phyfic, and agi iciilture. He likewife founded 
the degree of doftor, to qualify both the militaiy and literary 
men for their refpe< 5 tive employments. He attacked the Ko¬ 
reans both by fea and land; and, though his firft attempt 
proved abortive, yet in his next he obliged them, as vaflals, 
to fend amballadors to implore his clemency. He was aflalU- 
nated in his progrcfs through the fonthern provinces, in the 
city of Kyang-nany by a mean fellow, in the thirteenth year 
of his reign, and thirty-ninth of his age; upon which Li- 
yiveny one of the petty kings, having got together an array 
of 120,000 men, placed the crown on the head of Kong-ti, 
grandfon to the founder of this dynafty.' 

III. was crowned and dethroned in the fame 

year b^ Li-yv/e;^; whofe fon, at the head of his fiither’s,army, 
enterea the palace, and, having viewed the magnificence of 
it, fetched a deep figh, and faid, ; /uc/j a Jiatcly edifice 
mujl not befif^cred toJiand any longer, being goodfor nothing 
but to /often the fpirit of a prince, and chcrijh his vicious in¬ 
clinations ; and ordered it to be imoie>.!iately red iced t'; allies. 
What becaipe of the emperor, we aic not told ; but Li-y-wcHy 
by dethroning him, put an end to this dynally, and became 
the founder of a new one. 


1 ^thdyna- The Thirteenth Dynafiy called Taqg, con/tfilng of Twenty 

ff Emperors within the Space of 2$^ Tears., 

« 

T. I. T I-TWEN^ upon his mounting the ihi one, affumed the 
Shin-yau- ^ name of Shin-ynai-tiy and began his reign with abating 
the rigour of the penal laws and public taxes ; but was too 
zealot for the feft of L'lu-kyun \ to vhofe honour he 
* erefted a temple. He liad dot reigned above two) ears before 
he had reduced all the rebels, and was become the peaceful 
pofleflbr of this vaft empii'c. He was the monarch who or¬ 
dered the copper coin to be ftruck which e have elfewliere 
deferibed ; and caufed 100,000 idle bonzas to. marry, in or- 
dCT to beget a fupply of foldiers for his array. He reigned 
aiiie years, at the end of which he abdicated the crown in 

* De hoc, vid. fup. p. 117.. ^ Vid. ibid. p. 247, & (R). 


favour 
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fevour of his fecond fon; and died nine years after, in the 
feventiefti year of his age. 

II, TAT-TSONG is by the efteemed one of their II. 

greateft monarchs, both for his wifdom, and kindnefs to thofe Tay- 
who either gave him good counfel, or told him of his faults, tfong. 

He was no lefs admired for his frugality, temperance, and love 
ol* learning (P). He was a fevere enemy to corrupt judges, 
and all forts of bribery; and, in a time of dionght and 
fcarcity, publilhed an edift, ordering all his faults to be laid jjis excel-^ 
before him, that, by amending tliem, he might avert the anger lent reign. 
of heaven. As to foothfayers, he always fhewed a fingular 
contempt for them ; but when onoe, in the fei ond year of 
his reign, he faw the fields covered with devouring locufts, 
he cried cut with a deep*figh, Alas! I had much rather you 
•would devour my own bowels^ than thus dejiroy the harvefi and 
lives of my poor fubjcBs. On fuch times as thefe he would 
releafe the prifoners, and grant them a general pardon; tho* 
he was very cautious not to offend by too great an indulgence 
to them, left, as he ufed to fay, the impunity of the wicked 
Ihould prove hurtful to the good fubjefts. ^ 

In the eighth year of his reign came an ambaffy to Chindy A Chrijli-m 
confifting of white men with fair hair and blue eyes, and an am~ 
whofe drefs, air, and manners, were altogether unknown to the bajfy. 
Chinefcy and met with a gracious reception at that court. Thefe 
are fuppofed to have been thofe Chriftians of whom we have 
given an account in a former fedfion *, who left the noble monu- 


* Vide fupra, p. 77, & feq. & (L), & izj. 


(P) As an inilance of that, 
he caufed an academy for all 
kind of literature (o be eredled 
in his own palace, wherein tyere 
reckoned 8000 fcholars, many 
of them fons of foreign princes, 
whom he provided with the 
heft makers, and caufed the 
beft books to be brought to it 
from all parts. He likewife 
caufed another academy to be 
erefted for military exercifes, 
particularly archery, at which 
he often aflifted ; and, being 
reminded by his minifters of the' 
danger it might prove to hi^ 


perfan, anfwered : / look upon 
mjfeJf in my empire as a father 
in his family \ and I carry my 
fubjeSts in my bo/om as triy cbil~ 
dren ; ^hai have I then to fear ? 

He was indeed fo confiderate 
in regard to them, that, having 
read in a phylic-book written by 
the emperor Whang~ti (32),that 
a blow or bruifeon the fhoulders 
was apt to injure the vital parts, 
he made a lawj Hill extant, that 
none ihould be bailonadped on 
the back, but on the buttocks 
( 3 a)* 


(1%) Debee. vid, Uaiv, Uiji, W. XX. p, 14?, & fif, (33) DaHalitf^ 

M Tay-tfoeg. '• 


meat 
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aaent of ChrifUanit; there mentioned, vrluch wa9 afterward* 
difcovered ^n. 1625; acccnrctingiy, that duct mon¬ 

arch admitted it to be preached in his domimons in the lath 
year of his reign, and even allotted a piece of ground in tlw: 
Grief fw iniperial city for building a ChrUtian church. In the tenth year 
iij e»cth of his rdgn he loft his emprefs, a princefs of moft cxodlent qua- 
lent «w- ihies (hy whofe addrcfs he was reconciled to his prmSe 
minifler, whom he had forbidden his prefence for too fre¬ 
quently troubling him with his wife admonitions. The em¬ 
peror grieved immoderately for her lofs, and raifed a much 
more magnificent monument fw her than he had done for hb 
own father; but, being checked for it by the faithful Ko-ku 
mti prim above-mentioned, caufed it to be demolifhed. That wife 
tninijier. and excellent minifter dying afterwards in the feventeenth 
year of this prince’s reign, he caufed a noble encomium of 
his own penning to be engraved on his tomb ; after which, 
turning to his courtiers, fpake to this purport: IVe have three 
Jhrts ef mirrorSy one for the ladies to drefs themfelves by ; 
eke ftcond^ the antient books treating of the rife^ Progrefsy 
andfaUj^ of empires; and the Iq/iy wife men^ by whofe example 
we form our own condufi: this lafi / had in the perfon of my 
deceafedYiXiAxiif whomt to my mirfortune^ I have lojly without 
hopes of finding another like him. About the Litter end of his 
reign, the Koreans having revolted, he was upon the point 
Death, of fending a formidable army to reduce them ; but was pre¬ 
vented by death, which for a time put a flop to that expe¬ 
dition. He reigned twenty-three years, and died in the 
fifty-third of his age, leaving a fett of the wifeft and moft 
excellent inftrufllons to his fon and fucceflbr. 
nr. ni. KAV’TSONG had reigned five years very peaceably, 
Kau- ^M'hen he unhapjMly fell in love with Vu-Jbiy the young lady 
tfong. 

(Q^) It is obferved of that in all ages, bat the fight of which 
excellent lady, that, whilft ihe made him the more fenfible of 
lijVed, not one of that vad num- his inexprefTible lofs. 
her of officers which belong to In the eleventh year of his 
the conrt was condemned to any reign he admitted into his pa- 
frvene puniihment; which is a lace, probably to fupply the 
^rcumftance fearcely to he pa- place of the deceafed emprefs, 
nltefed in the Chinefi hiftory. a young lady of fingular beauty 
She wrote lik^fe a book con- and wit, and about fourteen 
fifing of tlurty chwtera, on the years of age; who. after his 
doe behaviour. 01 women in death, retired into a monaftery 
their inner apartments ; apiece of bonzeffes, whence Ihe was 
highly admired, efpecially by fetched out by his fop and fuc- 
the emperor, who ttyled it the cefTor, and placed on the throne, 
yttic diat ought to be dbferv^ and1}ecameagreattyranner8. 
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memioMd at the eiui of the hft note ; and, for her fake, «- Jfter Chj;. 
pudiatea his emprefs, and one of his queens, maugre aflthe 
remonftrances and oppofiUon of his mthfoi miniAers, and 
placed heron the throne. She foondifeovered, however, foat Fatal 
his love for die difearded princefles'was far from being obli- fondnefs 
terated ; smd, in a fit of jealous rage, caufed their hands 
feet, and a fow days after thdr heads, to be cutoff*. It ivas 
not long before the horror of her guilt threw her into a dread- ty and 
ful phrenfy, in which ihe fanfied herfelf purfued night and day ran^. 
by t& ghofts of thofc two princefles, which obliged her to 
be ever ihifring from place to place; the emperor, ftill more 
enamoured, of her than ever, not only indulging her in it, 
but committing the care of the whole empire to lier, and 
giving her the title of Tyen-hevjy or ^leen of heaven. 

She was no fooner raifed to this height of power, than flic 
poifoned her eldeft fon, that the crown might thcr^y fall to 
her brother’s children, and her family be fettled on the throne; 
though fhe was difappointed of her aim. In the latter end 
of Kau-tfong'% reign the Koreans returned to their obedience; 
and he, after having reigned thirty-four years, durirjg above His daub. 
two thirds of which the Chriftian religion flourilhed in feveral 
parts of his empire, died in the fifty-lixth year of his age, 
and appointed his eldeff fon to fucceed him ; but he was fet 
afide by his tyrannic emprefs, to make room for a younger, 
whom Ihe might govern more at her will; for which reafon 
that prince is by the Chinefe looked upon as an ufurper, and 
ffruck out of the lift of the monarchs of this dynafty. 

VU-HEW was the third fon of that ambitious princefs; Vu-hew. 
(he had poifoned her eldeft in the late reign, as hath been ^fterChr^ 
hinted, ami fent her fecond, after his father’s death, into a 5 ®S* 
fmall foverdgnty, wh^e he lived rather like an exile, whilft 
this third, whom ftie declared emperor, had only the name, 
without the power. When fhe bad fettled all things thus to 
her mind, her next care was to rid herfelf of all the nobles 
and grandees whom ftie fufpefted not to be in herintereft; and, 
in one day, put a great number of them to death, who Were 
of the beft fellies in the empire. There was raifed likewife, A perfe- 
under her, a cruel perfecution againft the Chriftians, in the cuthn 
fifteenth year of Ku-hevt's reign, which lafted fifteen years, againft the 
Her Ko-lauy a man of virtue and courage, and equally grieved Chriftians. 
and aihamed of her tyranny and cruelty, did at leng^ prefent 
ib many noble remonftrances in favour of the lawful heir, 
who had, by this time, been banilhed from his throne fourteen 
years, whilft her other fon was only looked upon now, and 
likely be tranfmitted to pofterity, as an ufurper, that (he was 
at length prevailed upon tcv recal him, and to alTign him the 

eafteni 
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eaftern palace for his refidence, till the death of Vu-bev)^ 
la^‘ which happened about fcven years after; upon whi^ he af- 
ful heir cended the throne, from which he had been deprived twenty- 
rejlored. one years. 

IV. IV. CHUNG-TSONG (hewed himfelf little deferve- 
Chung- ing of the regard which his father and prime miniAer had 
tfong. exprelled for him, and, giving himfelf up wholly to plefl- 

J/tcr Chr. and indolence, left the whole management of the em- 
7 °^* pire to his emprefs, who had been the faithful companion 
of his exile. This princefs, who, by the advice of the go¬ 
vernor of the palace, intended to place her fon Shang upon 
the throne, was llrenuoully oppofed by the princes and petty 
kings, who took up arms againll him. However, the em¬ 
peror being made away by poifon, in the fifth year of his 
reign, (lie caufed Shnug to be proclaimed his fucceflbr; but 
his uncle, who poflclfed a fmall principality, having made 
himfelf mafter ot the palace, caufed hci- and her daughter to 
be put to death ; upon which Shang found no other way to 
fave his life, than by furrendering the diadem to him. 

V. V. ZHUi-TSONG reigned but two years; during which, 
Zhui- nothing is recorded of him, except that he died in the lifty- 
tfong. ftfdi year of his age, and was fuccccdcd by his third fon. 

VI. VI. r JVN-TSONG proved an excellent prince, and the 
Yivn- reftorcr of his family, then upon the brink of ruin. He was 
tfong. a mortal enemy to the luxury then in \ogue ; and, to (hew a 

Jft erChr. good example to his nobles, caufed all his gold and filver 
7 * 3 - yeflels, and his embroidered cloaths, to be burnt before his 
palace. He was no lefs diligent in the promoting of learning; 
and was the firA who honoured fuch of his generals as had 
fignalized themfelves by their fervices, with the title of petty 
kings, which ufed only to be given to princes of the blood. 
In one of his progrefTes through the empire, he divided it into 
fifteen provinces, and did feveral other public afts. But one 
blemifii is juAly caA upon him; viz, his being deaf to the 
wholfome counfel of his prime miniAer Twen-chaUy who Arove 
to perfuade him to fupprefs the too great power of his 
eunuchs, and to aboliAi the idolatrous fefts of FS and Tail. 

A rebels He had reigned almoA thirty-years peaceably, when the 

Utm in the empire was, all on the fudden, diAurbed with fome infur- 
north. redlions, his army defeated, with the lofs of 70,000 men, 
whilA all avenues to his tlirone were fo obArudted by his 
eunuchs, that he knew nothing of it. The author of this 
rebellion was a foreign prince, named Ngan-lo-Jhaiiy whom 
he had raifed to the higheA employments, even to the com¬ 
mand of his army, and who took the advantage of his fuc- 
ceAes in the north to alTume the imperial title. The palace 

' was. 
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was, at the fame time, in no lefs a combuftion, the emperor Dlfijffers ^ 
having aivorced his wife, and put three of heir children tof" toe pa* 
death, without any juft caufe, and married his daughter-in- 
law. Thefe difafters brought on new ones, and encouraged 
a band of robbers to attack the imperial army, which they empe- 
routed, with the lofs of 40,000 men, the emperor himfelf 
being obliged to flee into the province of Se-chwen. He had.^"^* 
reigned forty-four years when he made this Ihameful retreat; 
and his fon So-tfong was obliged to mount the throne during 
his life, to fave the empire from ruin. 

VII. SO-TSONG^ being a brave warlike prince, foon de- Vlf. 
ftroyed the army of the robbers, and reftored the public tran- So-tfong. 
quillity ; after which, he brought back his father from 

chweny and condiufted him to his palace with all the honours 757 * 
due to his rank; but the unhappy prince died foon after, in 
the feventy-eighth year of his age, and left the crown to his 
more w'orthy Ton. In the mean time the rebel Ngan-lo~Jhan 
had plundered the palace of Ckang-ngan of all its riches, and, 
among other curiojities, ot an hundred elephants and horfes 
which had been taught to dance at the found of inftriiments, 
and to prefenr the emperor with a cup with their mouths. 

The rebel wanted to fee that ceremony performed to himfelf, 
but thofe creatui es could not by any means be brought to give 
him that fatisfaftion ; upon which, in a fit of rage, he ordered 
them to be killed on the fpot. He met, however, foon after 
with the reward of his treafon, being murdered in his bed by 
his own fon, and this by his general. So-tfong reigned fix 
years, and w^as fucccedcd by his fon. 

VIII. Tay-t/ong was fo fuccefsful in the choice of his mi- VIII. 
nifters, that peace was foon reftored to the empire, and the Tay- 
rebels reduced : but it was not long before five other tributa- *fong. 
ries revolted, and made themfelves independent. The Tar- 

tars likewife, to the number of 200,000, made a dreadful 7 3 * 
irruption into the empire, in the eighth year of his reign, 
forced him to flee, and carried away an immenfe treafure into 
their own country. The emperor returned foon after into 
his palace, by ^he help of his celebrated general Ko-t/u-if a 
great patron of the Chriftians (R), and died in the feventeenth ^ 

(R) His elogy, we are told and he is thought to have been 
by the milfionarics, is flill to be very inftrumental, both by his 
feen in the antient monument, credit and purfe, in building of 
formerly mentioned, wherein churches; infomuch, that feme 
his liberality to the Chriftian believe him to have been a con- 
preachers is highly extolled; vert to Chriftianity {34). 

(34.) Du Haldt, fut Tay tfong* Le Cmpte, Net!, CoupUt, & al. 
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year of his reign, and fifty-thud of his age, and was fuc- 
‘ ceedcd by his cldeft fon. 

IjC. IX. TE-TSONCI was a timorous and miflruftful prince, 
Te tfong. who minded only his flatterers; yet fo far dillnterefted, as to 
jlfftT Chr. refufe fbmc coufiderable prefents offered him from lirai^tt-s ; 
780. but lie had the misfortune to lofe his prime miniiler and ge¬ 
neral Ko-tfii-iy who died in the third 5'ear of his reign, aged 
eighty-five years, after he had enjoyed that dignity, with the 
utmoft reputation, during the four foregoing reigns. The 
whole empire mourned for him, as for a father, three whole 
jTars ; but the power of the cunuclis, which he had artfully 
fuppreffed, whilft he lived, became foon after fo formidable, 
that it occafioned infurreftions every-where. The emperor, 
in order to maintain the vafl army he was forced to raife, 
to fupprefs them, laid fuch heavy taxes upon the fub- 
jefts, as reduced them to the ioweft ebb of mifery, and oc- 
cafloned an infinite cumber of robberies. By good fortune 
his troops proved cvery-where viftorious, fupprefled the rc- 
bds, and reftored peacd and plenty to the people. He reigned 
twenty-five years, and died in the fixty-fourth year of his age, 
and was fucceeded by his fon. 

X. X. <S .firwas a promifing prince; but, being 
Shun- attacked by an incurable difeafe, refigned the crown to his 
tfong. fon, after he had reigned one year. 

XI. XT. HTEN-TSONO was a prince excellently qualified 
Hyen- for the difpatch of the moft ictricatp bufmefs of the empire, 
tfong. and of fuch firmnefs of mind, that nothing could fliake him 

Afttr Chr. from a good refolution once taken. He was no Icfs tender of 
806. jiig fubjefts welfare; and, in times of fcarcity, had fet open 
bis granaries to their relief, fending his nobles through the 
provinces, with orders to fee that every one was fup- 
piied according to their prefent diflrefs. But he was, beyond 
meafure, addlded to the fuperflltious follies of the Bonzaic 
, iedf, and had let his refentment fall veiy heavy on fuch of 
his miniflers as had eudeavoured to diffuade him from them, 
lie was no Jels intoxicated with another notion, which coif 
him his life, viz. a firm perfuafion of his being made im¬ 
mortal by the pretended fupernatural liquor which thofe 
charlatans pretended to have the true receipt of; and having 
caufed fome of it to be brought to him, which is fuppofed to . 
« have been mixed with poifon by one of his «unuchs, expred 
immediately after his taking it, in the 15th year of his reign, 
and 43d of his age. He left his crown to his fon, whom 
he had appointed his fucceflbr. 

XII. XII. MO-TSONG was at firft oppofed by fome of tht 
Mo-tfong. grandees, who defigned to place anotlier prince on ifee throne j 

but 
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but their meafures being fruftratcd, and the;^ put to death, Jfierthr^ 
he was inoifcrete enough to difband his army, p.rt of which 821. 
being thereby reduced to great ftraits, went and lifted them- 
felves among the banditti, and increafed their jmmber-, and 
the diftrefs ot the people, bi his reign the iTipevial family of 
Tang-, or of this tiiirteeiuh dynafty, began to decline apace, 
and his few fncccirors helped to complete its ruin. He died 
in the fourth year of his leign, and the thirtieth of liis age, 
after having taken a medicine prepared for Itim, and -was ftic- 
cceded by his fon in the year tollocving. 

XIII. KING'-TSO N(i was railed to the throne by the 
intereft of the powerful eunuchs, and, proving a weak piince, 
was deprived of it by the fame intereft, after two years reign, 
to make way for the emprefs mother. He was but juft re- 
turned from hunting, and about to fhift his deaths, when, 

on the fudden, the candles were put out, and he murdered Murdered. 
by his eunudis, who placed his brother in his room. 

XIV. VEN’TSONGy a wife and good prince, grew fo XIV, 
impatient at the exorbitant power of thofe eunuchs, that he Ven- 
had taken meafures fccrctly to deftroy them; but they bfcing 
aware of it, fell fuddcnly on the mlniftcrs, and guards of the ^ 
palace, and flew above a thoufand of them, and together witii 

them were feveral confidcrablc families deftroyed, in the ninib 
year of his reign. This misfortune, and others he forefaw, 
grieved him to fuch a degree, that, having in vain tried to 
alleviate his melancholy, by diverfions, drinking, be. he dfed 
of a deep confumption, in the fourteenth yeai' of his feign, 
and was fucceeded by his brother, though he left a fon, whom 
the eunuchs fet afide. 

XV. VU-TSO NG was a prince of a warlike temper, XV. 
dreading neither danger nor fatigue, and worthy of the pre- Vn-tfong. 
fereiice fhewed to him. He drove the Tartars out of the 
province of Shen-fty where they had fortified thcmfelves, and 
cleared others of the banditti that infefted them. He had fo 
excellent a judgment, that he never was deceived in the choice 

of his miniflers. He revived a law, ftill in force, though excel- 
little praflifed, wliich obliged the mandarins of the provinces, 
once in five, or at moft feven, years, to fend an account to 
. court of all their mifearriages, and to beg the emperor’s par¬ 
don for them "*; and if any thing was foynd in, their con- 
feffion either difguifed, palliated, or excufed, they were to 
expeft no favour, but were immediately turned out. He is 
faid to have fupprefted the Chriftians, who had been fo 
much favoured during fome of the ibrmer reigns, and to have 
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obliged the bonzas to return to a fecolar life. He reigned but 
ilx years, and died in the thlrty>third year of Jhas age, and 
was fucceeded by the grandfon of Hyen-tfongt the eleventh 
monarch of this dynafty; the eunuchs having reje^ed his fon 
from reigning after him. 

XVI. SWEN-TSONG -v/is no fooncr upon the throne 
than he Ihewed himfelf a prince excellently qualihed to reign, 
contrary to the expeflation of the eunuchs, who had raifed 
him to it with quite other views. His wifdom, equity, appli¬ 
cation, and love of his people, made him be looked upon and 
revered as a fecond Tay-t/ong, the fecond emperor of this dy¬ 
nafty. All his merit, however, proved infufticient to fup- 
prefs the power of the eunuchs, though his prime minifter put 
him upon an eftedtual way of doing it; viz. by ftiewing 
himfelf inexorable to thofc who were guilty of any fault, and 
not to fupply with new ones the places thofe that died : 
but they, having got intelligence of this defign, became fuch 
mOTtal enemies botli to the prime minifter and prince, that 
they ceafed not to create new troubles againft them. That 
wife monarch is however juftly blamed for his fondnefs for 
the feA of Tau, and his eagernefs of being immortalized by 
their pretended panacea, notwithftanding all the wife dilTua- 
iives of his beft minifters -, for he had no fooner drank the 
- fatal liquor, than he felt himfelf devoured by worms that 

fwarmed in his body ; and died a few days after, in the thir> 
tcenth year of his reign, and fiftieth of his age. He was 
fucceed^ by his fon, and by the intereft of the eunuchs. 

XVII. foon became odious to all his fubjefts 
for his luxury and debaucheries. He reigned fourteen years; 

> and, about three months before his death, caufed one of the 
fingers of the Idol Fo to be brought with great folemnity into 
his palace; and the Chinee attribute his death, and the trou¬ 
bles which enfued, to his ftupid devotion for that idol. The 
eunuchs placed his fon on the throne, who was but twelve 
years old, that they might enjoy the greater fway. 

XVlll. HI-TSONG accordingly left the foie management 
to them; and, whilft he fpent his time in niiific, riding, Ihoot- 
• ing, and other fuch diverfions, nothing was feen on all fides 
but tumults and revolts, efpecially in the northern parts. 
The people groaned under the heavy load of taxes, and a 
grievous famine, occafioned by the overflowbig of the rivers, 
and vaft fwarms of locufts which had deftroyed moft of the 
corn; all which ftill added to the number of the revolters. 
Thefe had one Whan-tfyau at their head, who went and be** 
fitted the imperial city; and, having driven their prince our 
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dfit, proclaimed their leader emperor, and gave to his family • 
the name or Tfu 

In the midil of thele difaiiei's, the command of the impe¬ 
rial army was given to a young man not above twenty-eight 
years old, named Li-ke-yongj but nicknamed To'yien-kng^ on 
account of his being blind of one eye. This youth, however, Imptrial’ 
attaciced the rebel army with great valour; and, tho’ repulfed «rmy I'ic- 
at the firfl onfet, yet rallied his meu, and renewed die %kt ftrious* 
with fuch vigour, that he totally defeated them, and brought 
back the emperor in triumph. For this eminent fervice, he 
was raifed to the principality of T^n, and his fon became 
foon after the founder of a new dynally. The emperor died 
about thi^ months after, in the fifteenth year of his reign, 
and twenty-feventh of his age; and was fuccceded by the 
fixth fon of the lall emperor, whom the eunuchs placed upon 
the throne. 

XIX. CHJU-TSONG, a wife and valiant prince, de- XIX. 
ligned, by the help of his prime and other minifters, to have Chau- 
totaliy abolifhed the exorbitant power of the eunuchs; when 

they, on a hidden, having got intelligence of it, came wia- 

wares upon him with their foldiers, feized on his perfon, con- j ,?* . 

fining him in a remote apartment under a ftrong guard, leav- 

ing Wm only a hole in the wall for conveyii^ his food to „uehs, 

him. 

The prime mlnifter Tfu-yUt having difeovered the place, Releafed, 
fent fuddenly a number of refolute fellbws, who flew the 
guards, and refeued the emperor, and brought him back to Rejhred,, 
his palace. After this, he invited Chu-vertt then at the head 
of the robbers, to come and aflifl his prince againfl the eu¬ 
nuchs, who arrived jufl at the time when that monarch had 
iflfued out an edifl for extirpating them all excepting thirty of 
the youngeft, to be refcrv'cd for the moft fervile offices of the 
palace; and executed his commiffion with fuch zeal, that Eunuchs 
many hundreds of them were put to the fword. But Chu- dejlroyed, 
vettf who had thus far behaved with fo much loyalty, being 
feized vdth a fpi^it of ambition, caufed the faithful prime Chn-ven 
minifler to be limn, and obliged the emperex' to remove his reMs, and 
court from the province of Shen-Ji to that of Ho-nan ; which murders 
he had no fooner done, but the traitor put him to death in fmpe- 
the lixteenth year of reign and thirty-eighth of his age, 
and placed the crown on his fon, tUl he coiUd fafely take it 
from him. 

XX. CHAV‘SWE N-rsONG had not reigned two years, XX. 
before he perceived that Chu-ven defigned to facrifice him as Chaa< 
he had done his father ; to prevent Wluch, be offered volun- 

tarily to religa the crown to huS The uCurper took him at AfterCkr. 

F f a his 505, 
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his word; and gave him a principality, which enjoyed 
only three years, being flain in the fcventeenth year of his 
age; and with him ended the family of Tang^ and tlhirteenth 
dynalfy ; and Chu-ven, who then aifumed the name of Tay- 
tjuj became the founder of a new, though Ihort and incon- 
fiderable one (S). 


i^bdytia-fho Fourteenth Dynafty called YitwAyzngy which had 
fiy- only Two Emperors within the Space of Sixteen Tears, 

I. I. ^AT-TSU did not long enjoy the fruits of his rebellion 
Tay-tfu. A , parricides; and even during the time"he fat on the 
AfterChr. (hronc, many principalities fell off from their allegiance. He 
9 ® 7 - h]sed his court in the province of Ho-nan ; and was murdered 
Murdered jjjg fj^th year of his reign, and fixty- 

j nsjom. q£ his age, but was fucceeded by his third fon. 

If* II. MO-TI then fovereign of a petty flate ; but, as 
Mo-ti. foQji as he heard of his father’s death, he marched imme- 
AfterChr. lately at the head of an army againft his brother, and totally 
^* 3 * defeated and Hew him, and mounted the throne. In the third 
year of his reign the Sye-tansy lately mentioned, who had 
changed their name into that of Lyauy laid the foundation 
of their government, which reckoned a fuccelTion of nine 
- princes within the fpace of 209 years. Chang-tfongy the fon 

of the famed onc'cyed general, lately mentioned for his great 
fervices done to the late emperor Hi-tfongy took the advan¬ 
tage of the then reigning troubles to feize on a crown, of 
which he thought himfelf more worthy than the ufurper. 
Dcfeatedy He commanded an army accuftomed to conquer; and, after 
taking feveral confiderable places from him, engaged and 
and kills defeated him ; and Mo-tiy in defpair, flew liimfelf in the tenth 
himfelf. y^ar of his reign, and with him ended this dynafty. 


(SJ^ The Iwrc following dyna- 
ftles dre ftyled.by the C/vaiyi' 
He^-u-tayy pr the five latter 
races or fuccefiions, and are ac¬ 
counted as petty ones, as well 
as the five that preceded that of 
^ang. They likewifc refemble 
them in their wars, revolts, and 
parricides, which fooften Aained 
the throne with royal blood: 
but they differ from them in 
the number both of years aud- 
monarchs , the hve former rec¬ 


koning twenty-four emperors in 
the fpace of 198 years, whereas 
the following ones hardly con¬ 
tinued one dycle, and reckon no 
more than thirteen emperors ; 
and thefe latter being much dif- 
turbed by a warlike, nation 
called Sye~tauy which inhabited 
the country now called Lyau- 
t'ofig, and were much increafed 
by the colonies that came thi> 
ther ffotb K»iea. 
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fbe Fiftmtb Bynafiy called Hcw-tang, cwjjfiing ofi^thdyna- 
Four Emperors in tbe Space of Tbirteen Tears, 

^HWANG-TSONG^ like his father, was enured to the I. 

^ martial trade from his youth; and, in all his cam- Ghwang- 
paigas, lay on the ground with a bell about his neck, for 
fear of fleeping too long; tho’ his earlier years were blemifli- After Lhr, 
ed by his luxury, and fondnefs for public ftiews; and would 
himfelf aft a part in plays, to divert his mother and wives. 

He was no lefs given to avarice; infomuch that^though his 
coffers were filled with gold and filver, yet could he not pre¬ 
vail on himfelf to open them for the relief of his fubjefts. 

He was at length wounded in a fedition raifed among his 
foldicry; and died of it, in the third year of his reign, and 
thirty-fifth of his age ; but it was never known whether the 
arrow that wounded him was fhot defignedly at him, or at 
random. He was fucceeded by Ming-tfongt whom the father 
of the late emperor had adopted, though he was not born in 
the empire. 

n. M1 NG‘TSONO proved worthy of the rank he*was IL 
raifed to ; and was highly efleemed for his liberality, peaceable Ming- 
difpofltion, love of his fubjc^ls, and regard for learned men, tfong. 
though himfelf was quite illiterate. In his reign the art of AfterChr, 
printing " was found out; and. the celebrated Chau-qiiang-yu, . 

who afterwards became the founder of the nineteenth 
nafiy, was born. Several other bleffings which accompanied 
and followed Ming-tfong's reign arc attributed to his, fmgnlar 
pictv, and the continual prayers he offered up to heaven for 
himfelf and fubjefts (T). He had moreover a great number 
of wife men, by whofe counfel he made many excellent regu¬ 
lations, and one among the reft which excluded, the eunuchs 
from all public employments. He reigned eight years very 

“ De hac, vid.fup. p. 212. & fcq. 


(T) The Chimfe hiftorians empire, they chafe tne fe gonjem ft. 
tell us, that he <;very night 1 make hut one reque/l, 'ivhich is, 
burnt perfumes to the Lord of that the heavenly Mnjefy vjould 
heaven ; and addrefled him in vouchfafe to voatch over my con- 
words to this effect: Invasb'jrn dtifl, and fend me vsife and expe^ 
a barbarian, and in a country of rienced m^n, nxhdfe counfel may 
barbarians ; yet, in the midfl of aid me to govern this fate, nuitb- 
the difurbances that troubled the out falling into af^ mijlakes [^^). 

( 3 :) LiCgaptCf Noel, Conpht, & al. & Du Uelde, fub Mitfong, 

* F f 3 peaceably. 
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peaceably, and died in the iixtj'-reventli y^ of his a^e, and 
was fncceeded by his Ton. f 

in. MIN-TSONG had not reigned a full year, when She-, 
king-tang, fon-in-law to the late emperor, at the head of an 
army of 50,000 men, fumilhed by the people of Lyau-tong, 
made hinuelf mafter of the palace, and deprived him both of 
his life and crown in the forty-firft year of his age. He was 
fucceeded by his adopted Ton Lo-vang, fince named Fi-ti, 

IV. FI-TI, not being able to make head againft the mur¬ 
derer of his father, fled for ihelter into the city of Ghey~chevj ; 
where not thinking himfelf fafe, he (hut himfelf up with his 
family, and every thing he had of value, in a palace, and, 
fctting it on fire, perilhed in the flames in the very firft year 
of his reign. With him ended the fifteenth dynafty; and the 
rebel She-king-tang became the founder of a new one, and 
took the name of Kau-tfu. 


\(>tb ify. The Sixteenth Dynajiy called Hew-tfin, confifting of 
Two Emperors in the Space of Eleven Tears. 

I. 1. fTAU-TSU was forced to purchafe his new-gotten dig- 

Kau-tfu. nity at the expcncc of the honour of his country. The 

A/ierCbr. general of the auxiliary forces of Lyau-tong refufing to ac- 

93 ^’ knowlege him, and being indined to afiumed the imperial 
Makes a diadem, Kau-tfu, not daring to enter into a war with him, 
fatal ftep. -^y-as forced to buy a peace, by yielding to him fixteen cities 
of the province of Pe-cheK, neareft to that of Lyau-tong, 
and fenifing to him annually 300,000 pieces of filk. This 
imprudent donadve, which could not but augment the power 
and pride of that warlike nation, proved the fatal fource of 
numberlefs wars, which ravaged the Chinefe empire above 400 
years. He reigned but feven years; and died in the fifty-foil 
year of his age, and was fucceeded by his nephew, by the 
choice of the grandees. 

II. II. TSI-VANG had not rdgned long, before he law him- 
Tfi-wang. feif invaded by the Lyau-tongians, notwithllanding the treaty 
AfttrChr. made with his predeceflbr. He oppoled them with an army 

943 * fufficient to have given them an efie^al repulle, had not his 
Betre^td general Lyew-chi-ywen, who himfelf aim^ at the in^rial 
dignity, gpven them time, by his flow marches and al^ed 
and de~ delays, to ieize on the empo-or; who, being dethroned by 
threned, them, was glad to accept of a fmall fovereignty, where he 
ended his days. He ragned four years; and was fucc^e 4 
by his tTMch^us geneim, who alTumed the name of 'Kau\ 
tfu, and became the fojunder of a itew dynally. 
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c. i: 

The S^venisenih I^nafly cabled l^ew-han, tonfifiing ofiythJf^ 
Two Emperors in the Jhort Space of Four Tears, 

I. J^AU-TSU, at the beginning, made fo little reiiAance I. 

againft the Lyau~t<ingian forces, that they made a KaU'tfa. 
terrible havock among the northern provinces; but, upon their AfUrCbr, 
entering into the fouthern ones, they were oppoled by fuch j>. 947 * 
bodies of Chinefet as made their general fay. He could not 
have believed the conquejl of China luotdd have proved fo difji- ^ 
cult ; fo that, contenting himfclf with his rich plunder, he 
retired to his own country. In the mean time Kau^tju died 
in the feeond year of his reign, aged lifty^four, and in the 
next was fucceeded by his fan, 

II. IN~T 7 , being obliged to employ his forces agalnA the II. 
Tartars of Lyau-tmg» gave an opportunity to the eunuchs In-ti. 
of raifmg great difturbances, in order to recover their power; After Chr. 
fo that, whilft his army was gaining many fignal viftories 949 * 
againA thofe barbarians, his palace was all in combuAion; 
and the eunuchs had raifed a fedition, in which the emperor Murdered 
was flmn, in the feeond yeai* of his reign. The empreft imr hy the eu~ 
mediately placed his brother on the throne; but he was ouehj, 
fcarcely feated on it, before the imperial general, named Kor 
gheyt returned crowned with laurels from his glorious expe> 
dition, and was proclaun^d emperor by his army. The em- 
prels, unable to fupport her fon, was forced to fubmit to the 
viflorious general, who from that time refpe^ed her as his 
mother; and, taking upon him the name of Tay-tfu, became 
the founder of the next dynaAy. 

The Eighteenth Dynajfy called Hew-chew, eonjtfting of^^th iy* 
Three Emperors within the Space of Nine Tears^ 

I, ^AT-TSU, upon his mounting the throne, removed his 1 . 

d court to the capital of the province of Ho-nany viAted Tay-tfu. 
in perfon the fepulchre of Confucius, and honoured lus me- After Chr, 
mory with the title of kii^ (V). Some beUeve that the TWb- 9 S** 

hammedans 

(V) We are told, that fome kings. To which he replied, 

0f his courtiers reprefented to that they were miftaken ; for- 
him, that fuch an honour did that he had been rather a mafter 
not fuit with a man who had al- to kings hnd emperors, aad 
ways been a fubjefl not only to that therefore too much honour 
the emperors, but even to petty could not be paid to him (36}. 

( 36 } Lc C$mpUy Nttl, Qouplety Du uhi fupra, 

F f 4 


We 
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ham^dans firft fettled in China in his reign; whilft others 
. • plfke it much earlier, even as high as the thirteentlrdynally* 

reigi^ bu^ three years, and died iq the Efly^thlrd year 
of his age, and was fucceeded by his adopted fon. 

II. II. SHI-TSONG was admired for his love of learning, 
Shi'tfong. and fkill in the art of war; though he flill retained fuch fin- 
yJfterChr. gular modefty, notwithftanding his grandeur, that he alvwiys 
954 - kept a plough and loom at work in his palace. In the time 
His /ngu" fcarcity he opened all his granaries, ordered his corn and 
larcha- fioe to be fold at the cheapeft rate, and the people to pay him 

ritj. when they were able; alleging, that they were all his chil¬ 

dren, and ihat it did not become a parent to with-hold necef- 
fary food from his children. He likewife caufed all the metal 
Ilatues to be melted, and coined into money for their re¬ 
lief. His lame brought feveral petty princes to their obe¬ 
dience, who had for many years withdrawn it from his prede- 
celfors ; and a methoLl was propcjfed to him how to recover 
the provinces that had been dilmaiitlcd from the empire du¬ 
ring the late troubles; but death prevented his putting it in 
Death. execution. He reigned fix years, and died in the thirty-ninth 
year »f his age, and was fucceeded by his fon. 
in. in. KO NG-TI 'Was but feven years old when his father 
Kong-ti. died, who put him under the guardianlhip of his prime mi- 
JfterChr. nifter Chau-qiiang-yu, who had done fignal fervices to the 
960. empire during the late wars; but the grandees, excepting 
againft his lionagc, raifed that minifter to the empire. When 
they went to acquaint him with their choice, they found him 
in bed; and faluted him emperor, cloathing him with a yel¬ 
low habit, which is the imperial colour. Kong-ti^ who had 
reigned but a few months, had a fmall principality alTigncd 
him, and with him ended the eighteenth dynafty. Chau~ 
. guang’Vii accepted of the crown on condition that theemprefs 
mother fhould take place of l;im on all occallons; and with 
him began 


We have formerlv obferved, 
that ii vvai the cwftom of the 
Cbine/e thus to honour the dead 
with I'ucli titles; and many of 
the founders of dynailies, and 


their fucceflbrs, have dona it to 
their anccilors*. who never had 
any white alive, and inerdy to 
give the face of grandeur to 
their families. 
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NinHoenth T>ynafty calledSong^ confining of Efighieen n^t^ dy * 
Emperors within the Space of Tears. 

I. ^JT-TSU, for that was the name he aiTumed with his j. 

•* new dignity, together with eight of his fucceflbrs, kept Tay.tfn. 
thdr court in fome of the northern provinces of China^ that After Cbr. 
they might be at hand to fupprefs the incurfions of the Tajf- 960. 
tars and Lyaii-tongians ; by which means the empire began to excel- 
take breath after all its former diliillers; and thofe commotions j 

were happily fuccceded by a long calm, which might have 
proved Itill more lafting, hjid all the princes of his femily 
been as much addi^l:ed to learning and arms. He was indeed 
endowed with all the princely c|Lialities that could make a 
people happy and flourifliing j and ordered the four gates of 
ills palace, which fronted the four cardinal points, to be al¬ 
ways open, that his hoitfc, as well ns his hearty might be open 
to all his fubjeSls. 

His fame was fuch for wifdom and moderation, that no lefs frugality. 
than ten petty fovcrcigns fubmitted to his government^; and 
be was fnch an enemy to luxury, that he retrenched it altoge¬ 
ther in his famil)^ and would not fulrer even his daughters to 
wear pearls. However, he honoured his deceafed father, 
grandfather, and great grandfather, with the title of empe¬ 
ror ; and his mother, an excellent princefs, with that of em- 
prefs (W). During a fevere winter, reflefting on what hard- puf. 
Ihips his army, then engaged in oppofing the northern na- fage ta bis 
tions, were likely to fulilT, he pulled off his fur gown, and army. 
fent it to their general; telling him, that he wiflicd it was in 
his power to do the like to every foldier; and it is hiurdly 
to be conceived what ardor and zeal this adlion infpired his 
whole army with. He gave a ftill more pregnant proof of 


A 


(W) This noble lady, when 
congratulated by the grandees 
on her fon’s advancement, in- 
ftead of exprefling any joy at it, 
only reminded them of the great 
difficulty of ruling well; add¬ 
ing, that, if her fon did fo, fhe 
fhould gladly receive their con- 
ratulations; but, if not, that 
le Ihould contentedly refign 
thoic honours, and finilh her 
days in her priiline obfeurity. 

A year before her death Ihe 
is faid to have carneftly charged 


her fon not to be fwayed by his 
affection for his children in the 
choice of a fucceflbr ; but to 
nominate his brother to that 
dignity; “ for (faid fhe), re- 
“ member, my fon, that you 
“ are beholden for the throne 
“ you fit on, lefs to your own 
merit, than to the infancy o£ 
“ the prince of the preceding 
“ family;” which advice the 
emperor exactly followed> as 
will be feen in the fe(^uel. 

his 
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his fatherly aflfeflion at the ficgc of Nan-king ; when, refefl- 
ing upon the horrid (laughter that would be made in(<it, as it 
was on the point of furrendering, he feigned himfelf Tick, 
His generals, alarmed at it, came and furrounded his bed, 
every one propoiing fpme remedy to him. To whom he aii- 
anfwered : ** The^only remedy that can elfeftually cure me, 
** is in your power alone; fwear to me, that you will not (hed 
** the blood of the citizens,’* They all fwore accordingly, and 
he immediately appeared well; and, though they took all 
poffible precaution to retrain the foldiers, fo that there were 
but few (lain by them, yet thofe few drew a flood of tears 
from him: and as the city had, with a long fiege, fuffci ed 
likewife by famine,-he immediately fent one hundred thoufand 
meafures of ripe to be diftributed among them. Many other 
public afls he did, worthy of fo good a prince; and died in 
the feventeenth year of his reign, leaving the crown to his 
brother T(iy-tfongf according to his mother’s dehre, mcii' 
tioned in the laft note. > 

II. TAT-TSONG was a great lover of leai*ning, and 
ereffed a library which is affirmed to have contained 80,000 
volumes. He was once, befieging the metropolis of one of 
the revolted reguli, when he alarmed with a tumult in 
the camp which was commanded by his brother Chau^ occa- 
fioned by a defign of the foldiers, as was reported the next 
day, of making him emperor. Tay-tfong^ without betraying 
the leaf); refentment, went on vlgoroully with the fiege; and, 
a few days after he had taken it, Chau in a familiar manner 
told him, he wondered he had not rewarded thofe who had 
fignaltzed themfelves at the fiece. To which the emperor 
replied, I oxjalRedthat you woim have rewarded them. This 
Hung Chau fo to the heart, that he killed himfelf before 
night; which when his brother heard, he filed a flood of 
tears over his corpfe, and caufed the greatefi funeral honours 
to be paid to it. 

He fought feverai battles with unequal fuccefs againll the 
Lyau-tongians, in order to recover the cities which had been 
yielded to them by Kau-tfu, founder of thc.fixtcenth dyr 
nafiy, though contrary to the advice of his more experienced 
general; fo that we need not wonder at his purfuing that war 
with fuch flufbiating fuccefs, being as often defeated by, as 
vijfcsrious over, the Tartars^ but without gaining any great 
advantage (X). He reigned twenty-one years; and died in the 

i^ty- 


(X) Thefe wars were much netal Chang^tfi-hyetty who ad- 
againil the mind of his wife gc- vifed him iirft of all to fettle the 

empire 
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6fty>mnth year of his. age, and was fncce^ded by his third Death, 
fon. » • * 

III. CHINC-TSONG much deceived the hopes which HI, 
his fubjefts had conceived of h^s reign (Y); and, inAead of Ching- 
purfuing the advantages he had gained againA the Lyau- tfong. 
tohgians, whom his viftprious fprees had thrown into the ^/t*rChr, 
uemoA conAernation, bought a Aiameful peace of them at 99 ^* 
the price of I op,OOP taels, and 200,009 pieces of Aik, to be 
paid annually tq them, He was much iiitoiqcated likewife 
with notions of magic, and other AiperAitions of the fed! of 
Tau; and we have had occafion to mention elfewhere an 
egregious trick that was put upon him by one of thofc im*? 
poAorsi which was not a little to his dilhonour (Z). 

In 

9 See before, p. 103. fub not. (K). 

empire in peace, before he aimed which he looked upon now as 
at new conquefts. However, pacified by his religious and cha> 
we are told of a ilrange Arata- ricable deeds above-mentioned; 
gem which that ofheer made ufe and his fubjeAs looked upon the 
of to raife the fiege of a city : whole as a good omen 8 t a pro¬ 
be caafed 300 foldiers tq ap- fperous reign; though it proved 
proach the befieger's camp, m otherwife, through his excelfive 
the dead of the night, with weaknefs. 
lighted flambeaux in their hands { (Z) His prime vilir, we are 

which fb alarmed them, that informed, being on his death- 
they thought the whole Chinefe bed, told his children, that his 
army was coming againfl them ; confcience did not upbraid him 
fo that they* betaKing them- with any negleA, except that of 
felves to a Aidden flight, fell his not having advifed the em- 
into an ambufitade which peror to burn that pernicious 

tji-hyen had laid for them, and book which they had made him 
were moft of them cut off (37). believe was dropt from heaven, 

(Y) A comet having appeared and he received with fo much re¬ 
nt the beginning of his reign, fpefl; and, as I cannot forgive 
which was deemed to portend myielf that fault, faid he, fo men 
fome calamity, he ordered, as I deftre I may be punifhed for it 
ufual, all his faults to be laid after my death } and therefore 
before him, fhat he might avert charge you to caufe my head 
the omen; and at the fame time and Face to be fliaven; and my 
remitted ten millions of the taxes, body to be buried, like that of 
and fet 13,000 prifoners at li- a wretched bonza, without cap 
berty; and, a fon being born to or girdle. This was doubdefs 
him at that jun£ture, he attri- done by that wife minifler, in 
butedthat long-wifhed for blelT- order to care the emperor of 
ing ta the favour of heaven, his vafl refpe£t for that curfed 

(37) UMt fub Tay^tjtng. Set al/o befur , p, 103. fab (E). 

bookr 
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Tn the fixteenth year of his reign he caufed aij account to 
' be taken of all the people employed in agriculture ; who^wero 
found to amount to 21,976,965 able perfons, exclufivetrf the 
magiftrates, literati, eunuchs, foldiers, bonzas, watermen erf" 
all forts, ☆<’. all which amounted to an immenfe iiumber. 
He caufed likewife the antient books to be reprinted, and di- 
fperfed through the empire, and died iu the twenty-fifth year 
of his reign, and fifty-fifth of his age, and was fucceeded by 
hii fixth fon, whom he had by his fecond queen. 

IV. IV. JIN-TSONG WAS thoi but thirteen years did; but 
jin tfong. the emprefs took the government into her hands, and held it 
J/rer Chr. till her death, which happened eleven years after his accclTion, 

1023. and to whom he had always paid the fame refpeft as if flie 
had been his own mother. As he was of a pacific difpofirion, 
his foie aim, \vhen he came to govern, was, to let his fub- 
Buys a tafte the fruits of tranquillity ; but, this emboldening 

Jhatneful tlic Tartars to renew the war, he was forced to buy another 
ftaceoj the flumeful peace from them. Jlc was, however, a prince of 
Tartars, great piety; w’hich he (hewed not only in banifliing all image- 
Nisjlngu- wt)ifhip^ers from his palace, but by his conftant addrefles to 
lar liety heaven auring a long drought, and his thankfulnefs to it upon 
to his fub- the return of the ufual rains. He faved 500,000 of his fub- 
jeiis. je^fs from periftiing by the timely fupply he fent them of corn 
and lice. 

HiS extreme defirc of having a fon made him divorce his 
emprefs, for which he w'as blamed by the generality of his 
Ap?cme- fubjefts ; but his moft (liamcful falfe ftep of all wms, his buying 
Jul treaty ^ peace of the Lyau-tangian king, who demanded arefUtution 
nufh toe cities which had been retaken by one of his prcdecef- 

Lvau inftead of w'hich he engaged to pay him a pen/ion 

ton<r. 200,000 taels, and 300,000 pieces of ftlk ; and fuffered 

the word Na to be ufed in the treaty, which rather fignifies a 
tiibute than a penfiou. As he had no children either by his 
emprefs, or by that which he married after her divorcement, 
he was obliged to name Ing-tfong^ the thirteenth fon of his 
brother, for his fucceflbr. He died in the forty-firll yea' of 
his reign, and fifty-fourth of his age. *• 

V. V, ING-TSONG's reign had like to have been imbittered 
Ing- by a mifunderftanding between him and the emprefs, who, 
tfong. though not his mother, had a (hare in the government; but 
After Chr. that breach being made up by the ftrenuous endeavours of 

1064. his ^ife prime miniflcr, and (he refigning her part up to him, 

book ; againft which it is ob- Lord of heaven abated much 
ferved by the hiftorians, among great numbers of their 

that, from that fatal period, the countrymen, 
refped due to the Sovereign 

he 
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I*e reigned quietly the reft of the time, which was in the whole 

but foul*years. He died in the thirty-fixth year of his age, , , 

and was fucceeded by his fon {A). 

VI. SHIN-TSONGy a prince of more courage than con- yf* 
duft, was extremely defirous to deliver his northern fubjefts Shin- 
from the Tartarian yoke; but was diverted from it by his 
dying mother, who counfelled him to facrifice every thing to 

tlie peace of his empire. He was a lov'er of learned men, 
many of whom flourifhed in his reign, particularly Chcvj<, 

Change Ching, Shau<, See. authors of a new atbeiftical philo- afhei/- 
fophy-, by which they undertook to explain their antient 
books, and whom that monarch diftinguinved by titles and 
honours both before and after their deaths. One of their 
difciplcs, obferving the emperor’s grief at a time of drought, 
and that he endeavoured to appeafe heaven by faftiiig and 
prayer, had the boldnefs to tell him, that he tormented him- 
fclf in vain, for that every thing that happened in the world 
was the mere effert of chance. Upon which the prime mi- 
nifter fevereJy reproved him ; “ How dare you, laid he, 

** teach fuch a dortrine ? It the emperor was to lofe all rc- 
“ fpe<ff and fe.ar of heaven, what crimes would he not be ca- 
“ pable of committing Thefe philofophers had fomc other 
equally dangerous notions, all which were learnedly oppofed by 
the great Su-ma-quang mentioned in thelaft note, and who was 
then in the higheft eftcem. Shin-tfong reigned eighteen yeais, 
and died in the thirty-eighth year of his age, and was fuc¬ 
ceeded by his fon. 

VII. CHE-TSO NG being then but ten years old, his grand- ^^ 11 * 

mother governed with fingular wifdom during the eight years 

flie lived; and, when the died, would have obliged die prime 
minifter to have difearded feveral of the young monarch’s 
ufelefs fervants and flatterers; but, as Ihc had not done it hcr- 
felf, his authority was not fuflicient for it. Kc prefented, 7cn noble 
how'ever, a memorial to him, in which were the ten follow- i”firuc~ 

inftrmftions, exprefled in twenty charafters: i. Fear hca- 
Veil; 2. Love your fubjetfts; 3. Strive after perfc<ftion; 

4. Apply yfturfelf to the fciciices y 5. Employ pcifons of 
merit; 6. Readily hear advice; 7. Leften the taxes; 8, Idi- 
tigate the feverity of punhhments; 9. Shun profufcncl's; 

(A) In his reign flourifhed above 2000 volumes, beginning 
the celebrated Ka-lau and anna- with Ifhatig-ti-. the third CkUuje 

Su-ma-quang, who is laid to monarch [38^. 
have compiled his hiflory from 


( 3 ?) Du Haldtf fut I/ir-tJafg, 
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10. Dcteft debauchery. Che-tfong died in the fifteenth yeat 

* of his reign, and twenty>fiFth of his age, and was fifcceeded 
by the eleventh fon of his predeceflbr Shin^tfong. 

VIII. VIII, WHET-TSONG was equally a lover of learning and 
Whey- pleafuns; and divided the government with his grandmotherj 
tfong. to avoid having too great a Iharc of bufinefs. He loft the 
JfttrChr. efteem of his fubjefts, firft, by raifing the eunuchs to great^!r, 

* * ° • power than they had enjoyed of late, and fome of them even to 

fovereigntles, which were actually granted only to princes of 
the blood; and, fecondly, by his Tuperftitious fbndnefs for 
the fe^t of whofe books he caufed to be collefted; and 
Was even infatuated enough to give one of his difciples the 
title of Shang-tit or Supreme Lord ; and the Chlnefe make no 
fcruple to aferibe all thfe difafters that fince bcfel the empire, 
to that blafphemous title, given in a fort of contempt of 
heaven. 

Wars He joined forces with the Nyii-chcj or eaftern Tartars, 
miainft the VigpivaSt the Lyau-tongians, and obliged thofe few that re- 
Lyau- mained unfubdued to flee into the mountains in the weft; by 
tongian** which an end was put to the kingdom of Lyau-tong, after it 
V had ftodd 290 years. He paid dear for his viftofies: the 
that king- chief, no lefs elated with his fiiccefs, and refolving 

to found an empire, and give it the name of Kin, or Gold, foort 
The Tar- broke all treaties with him ; and, invading the provinces of 
tars in- Pe-chcU and Shen-Ji, made himfelf mafter of them, more thro* 
vade the treachery 6 [ fonSe Chinefe malcontents, than by force of 

China, arms. Whey-tfong, in danger of loling a great part of his 

dominions, made him feveral confiderable oilers; and, at his 
defire, went in perfon to him, and with him fettled the limits 
of the empire by a new treaty of peace. 

On his return to lus capital, he was eafily fierfuaded to alter 
his mind, that treaty being fo fhamefol to him, that the moft 
bloody war was pr^rable to it: but the Tartar, having in¬ 
telligence of it, refolved to keep him to it by force of arms; 
and entered the province of Shen-Ji in triumph, where he invited 
Emperor the emperor to a fecond interview. Whey-tfong, who dreaded 
fniud W nothing fo much as a war, eafily agreed to it; ahd, upon his 
eonfoted. arrival, W'as leized, and ftripped of all his imperial orna- 
HU death, ments, and confined prifoner under a ftrong guard. He died 
in the defart of Sba-mo, in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, 
and fifty-fourth of his age, and appointed his fon Kin-tfong 
his fuccelQbr, 

IX. IX. KIN-TSONG, according to his father’s commands, 
put fix of his minifters to death, who had betrayed him to 
tfong. the Tartars*, but made fo little preparation againft them, 
dtfterChr. that they penetrated into the provicce of Ho-nant and, croifing 

% the 
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the Tellew River without op^Ation, where a handful of itten 
might have prevented them, marched direfUy to the metro* • « 

polis, took and plundered it, and carried a^^ the emperor 
and his queen prifoners, in the Arft year of his reign, whilll 
feveral lords, preferring death to an ignominious flavery. Hew 
themfelves. The conquerors left behind the emprefs Meng^ 
who had been divorced, and excluded from public affkirs, 
and who, being a princefs of great wifdom and condudf, had 
preferved the empire, by getting the crown placed on the head 
of Kau-tfongt the brother*of the late emperor. 

X. KAU-TSONG had fome few fuccefles agmnft the 7 hr- 5 t. 
tarsy which he might have improved to advantage; but Kau- 
though he was a lover of learning, yet he was too apt to flight »fong. 
the advice of his beft experienced minifters, and confiding in 
a tew parafites, of no honour or fkill in governing. He was, * * * 7 - 
moreover, fo addicted to the bontaic feft, that be committed 
the care of the empire to his adopted fon, that he might be 
more at leifure to vacate at his fuperflitions. 

In the mean time, Ho-tfongy the Tartar king, did all he hruadedly 
could to gain the love of his new fubje6ls, and fhewed a more Tar- 
than ordinary regard for learned men, vifited the fPpulchre 
of ConfitciiiSy and paid him the fame royal honours the Chinefe 
did, telling his courtiers, that if he did not deferve them on 
account of his birth, he did on account of his excellent do¬ 
ctrine. He marched thence to the city of Nan-kingy where Nan king 
the emperor had fixed his refidence at firfr, but had been taken* 
forced to abandon it, and laid clofe Aege to it. He eaAly made 
himfelf mailer of it; and, among other prifoners, carried off 
a general, named Yung-pangy whom he Itrove, by the molt 
advantageous ofiers, to gain to his interefr; but that faithful 
olficer not only refufed them, but wrote, with his blood, on 
his veil, that he chofe to die, rather than ferve barbarians; 
for which he was immediately put to death. Another Chinefe 
general was then marching, with all fpeed, to relieve that 
capital; which the Tartars having notice of, fet the palace 
on Are, and retired towards the north; but had their rear 
abnoft cut elf by him; and from that time never dared to 
crols the Kyang. 

A FEW years after, Kau-tfong made a fliameful treaty with AJbame^ 
them, in which he did not fcruplc to own liimfelf or ful peace 

fubjeft, and Kong, or tributary. This peace was, however, 
broken, in the thirteenth year of his reign, by the Tartar, 
who came again Into the fouthern provinces, with a formidable 
army, and took the city of Yang-chew ; but attempting to 
crofs the Yang-tfe-kyang, near the mouth of it, where it is 
widell and moll rapid, hi%array mutinied, and flew him, and Tartar 

with- king J(ai- 
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tvith^rew with all ijpeed towai ds the north, where fcveral in- 
furreftions began to appear. c 

Ifcaa- KAU-tSONC reined his crown to his,adopted fon, in 
tfong the eleventh year of his reign, bat lived about twenty-five 

dieates. years longer, and died without ifliie, in the eighty-fourth year 

of his age. i 

XL XL HTAtJ‘TSONGf defeended from the founder of this 
Hyau- dynafty, reigned peacaibly twenty-feven years ; the new Tar- 
• Ske-tfong being of a more pacific difpofition than his 

predeceflbr. In this reign flouriftied the great Chu-hit one of 
* 3 * die moft celebrated interpreters of the antient books, who dif- 
charged the greateft funftions in the ftate with honour. 
Byau-tfong died in the fixty-eighth year of his age, and was 
fucceeded by his third fon. 

XII. XII. ^JNG-TSONC died in a fit of an apoplexy, in 
Quang- the fifth year of his reign, and fifty fourth of his age, and was 
tfong. fucceeded by his third fon. 

XIII. XIII. NiNU-TSONGy a prince of fmall abilities, was, 
Ning- with great difficulty, perfuaded to accept of the crown, and, 
tfong. when he did, was wholly governed, or rather mifgnided, by 

After Chr. courtiers. In his reign the imperial palace was fet on fire, 
** 9 S* and burned four days before it could be exiinguilhed; and, 
fome years after, a lire happened in the metropolis, which 
was Hang-chew, which reduced 530,000 houfes into afhes. 

It was in the twdfth year of Ning-tfong's reign that the 
famed jenghiz Kh&n, head of the Wejiern Tartars, laid the 
foundation of his vafi empire, and gave it the name of Twen, 
as hath been fully related in a foimer volume *, In the mean 
time, the Kin, or Eajlern Tartars, having, according to cu- 
Ilom, broken the peace, invaded China afrefh; upon which 
Ning-tfong entered into a league with the head of the Wejiem 
Tartars, in order to deilroy a faiihlefs enemy, which was per¬ 
petually diflurbing; him. This put the Eajlern into the utmoft 
conflernation, and obliged them to fend him new and advantage¬ 
ous offers of peace; but the emperor, incenfed at thar frequent 
breach of fiuth, and confiding more on that of the Wfjem, 
rejefted them withfeorn (B). Ning-tfong reigned thiity years. 


* See before, vol. iv. p. 543. 573. & feq. 


(B) We are told, that when “ To-day he (the Wefern Tar- 
tbe Tartar king heard of his tar) will take my empire 
offers being fo fcornfully re- “ from me, and to-morrow 
je^ed by the Cbinefe monarch, “ yours fiom you; ” which 
he faid, as fpeaking to him, came to pafs accordingly (39). 

(•(*) C-upUt, Mtranb, SinU.Tub. Cbron, p. 74. yide& Du llalJeEngl. fui 
iS'/'-i', ti.te (i'j. ^ 

and 
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and di$d in the fifty-ieventfa his age, and was fucceeded by 
Li-tfongf another defcjcndant from the founder of tins dy- 
naHy. » • • 

XIV. LJ’TSONC w^no ^rlike prince, but rather ad- XIV. 
difted to learning, and to the whimfies of the feft of Tau ; Li-tfong. 
but, neverthelefs, carried on the war againft the fiiithlefs Tar- 
tar with great vigour, in conjunftion with his new* ally^ He 
toolfrfrom them the city of Ho-nan^ where their king kept 
his court, and n^t the capital of Shang-tong, after a long 
and bloody fiege, in which the Tartars were forced to feed on 
human flefli, their king Ngai-ti, in a fit of defpair, hanging 
himfelf, juft before its furrender; which put an end to th^T/^^ tnd if 
empire of the Eajiern Tartars^ after it had continued 117 that em- 
years, under nine princes. 

Nevertheless, the fmall remains of that nation, which 
Was then almoft deftroyed, gave rife to the family which after- Tartars 
wards conquered the Chinefe empire, and governs it to this 
day, with fo much glory, as will be feen in the fequel. All 
this time Li-tfong only held the fouthern provinces of China 
under his dominion, whilft the Wejiern Tartars had the em¬ 
pire of the north. Their king, called Kublay, or Koplay 
Khdn, and by the Chinefe Ho-pi-lye, a lover of the feiftnees, 
gained the love of his fubjefts, by the refped he Ihewed to 
learned men, and the honours he paid to the memory of Con^ 
fucius. Li-tfong reigned forty years, and died, without ilTue, 
in the fixty-fecond of his age, and was fucceeded by his ne¬ 
phew. 

XV. TU-TSONG had the misfortune to be encouraged XV; 
io his debauches by a treacherous prime minifter, no lefs vi- Tu-tfong,' 
cious than himfelf, and fell into fuch pernicious counfels, as -tfftrCSr, 
proved fatal both to him and. the empire. Many of his faith- ^ 
ful minifters having in i^ain tried, by frequent and preffing . 

memorials,, to difengage him from his wicked Ko-lau ; and, 
forefeeing the dreadful difafters that were likely to fall on - 
the imperial family, retired to the WeJlern Tartars, who were 
then purfuing thdr conquefts in the north, and had already 
feized on the provinces of Tu-nan, Se-ckwen, and Shen-Ji, and 
were entering irfto that of Hu-quang, moft of the cities opening 
their gates to them; whilft Tn-tfong, drowned in pleafures. Strippedcf 
was gradually ftripped of his dominions, without knowing nttji ef his 
any thing of it (C). He reigned ten years, and died rn the iommm. 

twenty- 


(C) It was about this time zFenefiaK gtiA\emzn,qam\rdo 
that Marco Paoio, or Mark PauU this coum ry, and travelled ‘hro’ 
Mop. Hist, VoL.VIIZ. Gg 
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iwehty'iifth pf his age, leaving three young children, who 
, feemed only born to be the fport of fortune; the fecond of 
whom was raifed to the throne. * 

XVI. XVI. KONC’TSONG being but an infant, the eniprefs, 
Kong- who governed for him. Tent an ambalTy to the. Tartars, to 
tfong. i)eg a peace, upon any terms; but received a moll haughty 

After Ckr. refufal- The Tartar general, at the head of 200,000 men, 
IZ75. 

went ftill on with his conquells; and having fei2ed the ybung 
emperor, in the fecond year of his reign, fent him to a defart 
of Tartary, called Co-hi, and by the Chine/e Sha-mo, where 
he died. 

XVII. . XVII. TlVANG-TSONG, his elder brother, was next 
Twang- placed on the throne j but the Tartar advanced againll him 

with fuch diligence, as obliged him to go on board his fleet, 
jsfter ^itl^ tiig lords of his court, and about 130,000 troops that 
^* 77 * j-cmaihed with him, defigning to retire into the province of 
Fo-kyen. But being clofely purfued by the Tartars, both by 
fea and land, was forced to fly to the coalls of ^tang-temg, 

. the moll fouihern province of the empire, where he died of 
fome difeafe, in the lecond year of liis reign, and eleventh of 
his age; and was fucceeded by his youngell brother Tt-j^ing, 

, the lall remains of the family of Song. 

XVIII. XVIII. TI-PI NG was then on board his fleet, which not 
Ti-ping. being able to avoid engaging that of the Tartars, a bloody 
After Cbr. fight enfued, in which the latter gained a complete viftory, 
ForuTon prime miniller, to whofe care the young em- 

boari eight years old, was committed, feeing his Ihip 

iurrounded by Tartar vcliys, took him up in his arms, and 
Drovjned. leaped with him into the fea. The rell of the grandees, and 
the dillra£led emprefs, followed his example. Nothing was 
heard but the moll difmal outcries; wd it is afBrmed, that 
no lefs than 100,000 Chinefe peiilhed in this fight, either by 
• the fword, or by water, into which the greater part threw 
thcmfelves, indefpair. 

atddroih'e dreadful catallrophe happened near an illand depend- 

^ %s ^ang-chew-fu, or Canton, capital of the 

feeti province of 

hnd end of Thus ended the dynally of Song, and W'ith it the Chinefe 
that dy- dominion; for Shi-tfii (before called Ho-pi-lye by the Chinefe, 
nafty. and Kublay Khdn by the Tartars), who was the fourth fon of 

Tiy-tfu (or jfeiighiz Khdn, who founded the empire of the 

fome of the fineft provinces of at the beginning of this chap- 
]t, and piiblilhed that deferip- ter (40). 
tion of which we have fpoken 

(40)' Set hefort, f. 8, ^ See alfa the next note, 

0 


Wefiern 
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Weftern Tartars), took poueHion of his new conquells, and 

was the firft emperor of this new dynafty +. • • 

The Twentieth Dynafty^ called Ywen, confifting ofTvientieth 
Nine Emperors^ within the Space of Eighty-nine 
!Dtars. 

I. Vff I-TSUy founder of this dynafty, though a Tartar^ I. 

^ and the firft. foreign prince that ever reigrted over the Shi-tfu. 
Chinefe nation, yet found a moftefFcftual way of reconciling 
them to his government, and even of endearing himfclf to . 

them, by keeping as clofe as poffible to their antient laws and * 

cuftoms, by his equity and juftice, by his love and regard to 
learned men, and fatherly tendernefs to all his new fubjefts; 
infomuch, that the reign of this family is, to this day, ft3ded 
by the Chinefe^ the ivife government. He eVen caufed a de¬ 
claration to be publiihed, that all perfons Ihould continue in 
the fame pofts and dignities which they enjoyed in the pre¬ 
ceding reign; though many of the Chinefe nobles refufed his 
offer, and preferred a voluntary death to an honourable fer- 
vitude. • 

In the third year of his reign, he formed a defignof in- Fatal at 
vading of the Japan iftands with 100,000 men; but mif-/«»// 
carried in it, they being all fhipwrecked, except four or five Japan^ 
perfons, who brought him the melancholy news of it. He > 
caufed, in the fame year, all the books of the impious feft of 
Tau to be burned ; and ordered, that there ftiould be but Orders an 
one calendar through the whole empire, which Ihould be unin/erjal 
fcompiled at court, and publifhed every year; and forbid all calendar. 
private perfons to aftempt the like, under pain of death. 

Four years after, his only fon, whom he had named his fiic- 
cefibr, died; and,-though he left children behind, yet was 
the emperor inconfolable for his lofs. 

At his firft acceffion to the Chinefe crown, he had fixed his * 
court at Tay-ywen-fuj the capital of Shen-fiy but thought fit 
afterwards to lemove it to Pe-king (D); and, being informed 
• that 

t See beforcj voh iv. p. jig, & fcq. & alib. palT. 

(D) This metropolis is, by But the above-mentioned cty- 
Marco Paoloy called Kambaluy mon of Ham and paltt is jattly 
in Bead of Ham-faluy which, queltioned j for not Hamy but 
we are told, fignifies, in the Heasy or rather Khdny fignifes 
Tartaric tongue, the feal of a king, in the Mongol language^ 
the king or emperor; which which is originally the fame 
miftake inconfiderable in a with the Turkijh ; and poiTibly 
Granger, if it be really on^ falu may be another millake 

^ G g a for 
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that the barks which brought tli court the tribute of the 
fouthern provinces, or carried on the trade of the empire, 
were obliged to come by fea, and often fulfered fiiipwrcck, 
Cau/es the he caufed the famed great canal to be made, which is at pre- 
great ca- fent oiie of the wonders of the Chinefe empire, it being 300 
nal to he leagues in length, and forming a great road of water, by 
which above 9000 imperial barks tranfport, with eafe, and 
at fmall expence, tlie tribute of grain, rice, filks, drc. which ' 
is annually paid to the court (E). He reigned fifteen years, 
HU death, and died in the eightieth of his age, and was fucceeded by his 
grandfon. 

n* II. CHING-TSONCf a mild and wife prince, mitigated 
Ching- the feverity of the Cbincfe punifhments, leflened the taxes, 
with wdiich feveral petty princes had began to burden the 
^fterLbr. pgQpjg. ^ut his bad flate of health would not permit him ta 
* ■ ' apply fo clofely to the affitirs of the empire, as he W'as inclined 

to. He reigned thirtjren years, and died in the forty^fecond of 
his age, and was fucceeded by his nephew. 

III. VU’TSONC was no Icfs admired for his mildnefs, 
generofity, and regard to learned men, and, in particular. 
After Lhr. thg ptzx Confucius. Being informed, that gold, filver, 
grain, filk, and other commodities, were exported into other 
countries, he forbade it, under the fevereft penalties. H« 
reigned but four years, and died in the thirty-nrft of his age, 
ana was fucceeded by his brother. 

IV. IV. JIN-TSONG was Hill more remarkable for his 
Jin-tfong. princely virtues, and gieat penetration and application to the 
After Chr. of Hg puniflied with reluctance, and rewarded 

*■ 3 * 3 - fingular generofity^ He forbade the petty princes to 

hunt from the fifth to the tenth month of the year, for fear, 
of damaging the produCl of the earth. ' He fet an extraordi¬ 
nary v'alue on great men, and had them near his perfon; al¬ 
leging, that if he could but make his i>eople haff>y and pro* 
fperoust by their advice^ no riches or felicity could be equal to 

for balih or haluky which, in his fondnefs for the fuperfiitions 
the fame language, lignifies a of his lamas; but fay nothing 
<ity (41}. , ofhisvirtues,'thoaghitisplain, 

(E) A late miffionary {42), from what we have faid of him 
W'ho has publifhed a curioas above, that he deferved their* 
abllraft of the live hrft Mongol higheft encomiums, on feveral 
emperors, from Chinefe uu accounts, befides that of the moft 
fiory, tells us, that thofe hi- ufeful and noble canal above* 
ftorians exaggerate the faults of mentioned, 
this great monarch, particularly 

(41) !^et natr eit Du HaUf, fub Shi-tfi, vel.L p, aij. #*2) SiuottK 
Offer. Math, apt eund, ibid, . 
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his. He roigned nine years, and died in the thirty-fixth of his 
age, and was fucceeded by his fon. 

V. ING-TSONG inherited all his father’s virtues; but 
was unfortunately alTalTinated, in the third year of his reign, 
and thirtieth of his age, as he was entering his tent with his 
faithful Ko-laUy by fome wicked villains, who were conicious 
of fomc enormous crimes, and in dread of a condign punilh- 
ment. He was fucceeded by the eldeft fon of King-hyen- 
tfong. 

VI. TAT~TING, upon his mounting the throne, not only 

put the murderers to the moft fet cre deaths, but exterminated 
their families. In his reign happened fome very fevere cala¬ 
mities, as earthquakes, falling of mountains, overflowing of 
rivers, droughts, conflagrations, ^c. during which, he gave 
flgnal proofs of his love for his fubjedfs, by the timely aid 
he gave to them. He forbad likewife entrance into his 
dominion to all the bonzas or lamas of Tibet, w’ho ufed to 
come in fwarms, and, going from houfe to houfe, were a 
great burden to the people. ^ 

He reigned five years, and died in the thirty-fixth of his 
age, and the eftates chofe his fecond fon to fucceed him; but 
he refufing to accept of the crown, which, he faid, belonged 
to his eldeft brother Ming-tfong, who was then in Tarlary, 
they fent for him from thence, and proclaimed him emperor. 

VII. MING-TSONC, upon his acceifion, gave a grand 
entertainment to the court; but, in the midft of it, was fud- 
denly ftruck with death, not without ftrong fufpicion of his 
being poifoned; and his brother, who hud rrfufed the crow n, 
was chofen in his ftead. 

VIII. VEN-TSONG proved a wife and affable prince, 
open to the wife counfels of his minifters; but was guilty of 
a weaknefs unbecoming his dignity, his receiving the lama or 
chief bonza of Tibet into his palace, and fuffering his nobles 
to pay him their honours, on their knees, and prefenting 
him with wine, wrhllft the haughty prieft received them, with¬ 
out making th^leaft return (F). 

He 
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V. 

Ing- 
tfong. 
After C^t 
1322. 
MurJerefl. 

VI. 

Tay-ting, 
After Chr, 
1325. 

Sundry ca¬ 
lamities 
during hi$ 
reign. 


yir. 

Ming- 
t/ong pr 9 - 
claimed, 
and dies, 

VIII. 
Ven- 
tfong. 
After Cbr, 

* 330 - 

Sends for 
the Jamas 
ofl^zx- 
tary. 


(F) The proud lama did, it 
feems, receive all thefe honours, 
without ftirring off his feat; 
which infpired one of the nobles 
with fuch difdain, that he ad- 
dreffed lym in a quite different 
manner: ** Honeft man, faid 
*' he to him, I know that yiQgfi 
'*■ are the difciple of Fo, and 


'•* mafter of the bonzas; but 
you don’t know’, perhaps, 
that 1 am a difciple of Con¬ 
fucius, and one of the chief 
among the litterati of the 
empire; and it is fit I Ihould 
acquaint you with it, and 
and advife you to lay a fide 
all this ceremony.” This 
G g 3 faying. 
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* » He reigned but thrw years, and died in the twenty-ninth 

of his age, and was fucceeded by Ning-tfongt the fon of 
Ming-tfongy the feventh monarch of this dynafty; but as he 
reigned but two months, he is not reckoned among the other, 
emperors. He was fucceeded by his elder brother Shun-ti, 
who was fetched from the province of Sh(n-f, and placed on 
the throne. 

IX. IX. SffU^-TI was thp laft of this Tartar race that 
Shun-ti. reigned in China. Thofe princes, enervated by the pleafures 
After Chr of fine and fruitful country, eafily degenerating from the 
_* 333 * valour of their anceftors; whilft xhnChinefey growing gra- 
uegene- (dually brave and warlike by their fubjedtion, deprived them 
rates, ^onqueft, and drove them clear out of their empire. 

Shun-tiy though otherwife a .prince of great parts, was lulled 
into a downright indolence and effeminacy, by his favourite 
Ko4au ; and, to complete his misfortunes, fent for the lamas 
of Tartaryy who quickly filled his palace with female fingers 
and dancers, and introduced idolatry and magic, together 
with lewdnefs and debauchery, which quite bereaved the 
young prince of the little valour that was left. 

Chfi heads Jn the fourteenth year of his reign, a Chinefcy named Chtt, 
the re~ who had been a fervant in a monaftery of bonzas, going oveif 
•volttrs to a numerous company of revoltcrs, became their chief, and 
agttinfi made a fiirprifing advantage of the prefent juncture, making 
himfelf mailer of many confiderable cities, and next of the 
provinces; and, in a celebrated battle, defeated the impe-» 
Illsfuccefsy rial army fent againft him. His great fuccefs fpon drew vaft 
numbers of Chinefe into his army, with which, having croffed 
the Yellow river without oppofition, he eafily fubdued every 
place that came in his way, and meeting at length with the 
imperial army, cut it all in pieces. The emperor was force 4 
to flee towards the north, where he died two years after, 
and end ef having reigned thirty-five; and with him ended the Tartai^ 
/^>? 7 'artar dynafiy of Yweny which was fucceeded by that of Mingy 
dynajiy. founded by Chu above-mentioned, vfho, upon his mounting 
the throne, took the name of Tay-tJA, ‘ 


•volttrs 

againji 

him. 


faying, he offered him the cap with a fmile, took the cup from 
landing; upon which the lama him, and drank it (43). 
fought he to {land up, and. 


(43} Du Hatdt, in Vtn tjong. 
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The Twenty-Jirft Dyrnfiy^ (ailed Ming, containing Twenty^ 
Sixteen Emperors^ within the Space of Two hundred 
and Seventy-fix Tears, 

I, ^AT-TSU, formerly named ( 7 / 4 , and mounted I. 

d the throne with a general applaufe, and fixed hie court Tay-tll^ 
at Nan-king ; and, the year following, made himfelf maAer dfter CSr. 
oi Pe-king, after one day’s fiege, erefting that coximry Into a * 3 ^®* 
fovereignty, which he gave to his fourth fon. He likewife 
honoured his father, grandfather, idrc. with tjie title of em¬ 
peror ; and then enafted fomte wholfome laws, to prefcrve the Excellent 
national tranquility (G), His court was foon croudcd with govern- 
ambafladors, who came from all parts, to congratulate him, ment. 
particularly from Japan, Korea, Formofa, the Philippine, and 
other fouthern illands. But the joy that reigned at his palace 
was foon after allayed by the death of his emprefs, to whofe 
wife counfels, he faid, he owed the crown. He was a prince Fiety, 
of great wifdom and penetration; and his piety was no lefs 
confpicuous in time of drought, when, they tell you. He hath 
gone and Aaid three whole days upon a high mountain, and 
by his prayers hath obtained plenty of rain. He had taken 
likewife fpecial care to breed up his fon in fuch excellent 
manner, that he might prove a father to his people; but the Grief for 
unexpedfed death of that promifing young prince did fo over- hh f>n, 
tyhelm him with grief, that he mourned for him three whole 
years, contrary to his own law. He reigned thirty-one years, 
and died in the feventy»firA of his age, and was fucceeded by Death, 
his grandfon, then but thirteen years old. 

n. KTE N-VEN-TI gave early marks of an excellent dif- 11. 
portion, by remitting one third of the taxes, and other po- Kyen- 
pular afts ; but his uncles, ill brooking the preference thm ven-ti. 

After Chr, 

(G) Among which, the fol- zeffes, nor men to, turn bonzas, * 399 * 
lowing ones were the molt im- before the age of forty years, 
portant vi«.. ^ 4. That the antient and mo- 

' 1. That thofe who polTelled dern laws Ihould be reduced 
fovereignties, Ihould not extend into one body, of 300 v&lumes. 
their power beypnd their own It was, we are told, a whole 
territories, nor meddle with century before that work ap- 
public affairs. p^ared. 

Z. That the eunuchs fbould ’ j. That the twenty-feven 
be excluded from all employ- months of mourning for the 
roents^ civil and military. death of "a parent mould be 

3. That the women Ihould reduced to twenty-feven days, 
not be fuifered to turn bon- (44}- 

(44) Du Halie, Jub Tay~tfi, 

Gg 4 


was 
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• f was given to him, which was afcribed to the intrigues of the 
Ko^Iau df the late emperor, foon mfed great diftnrbances; in 
Innjaied the empire. Young-lo^ in particnlar, who had been rasGsd to 
Young- the fovereignty of Pe-king ^ took up arms againft him, and a 
*®* bloody battle was fought between him and the imperial army; 

which was foon followed with new offers of peace on»the 
-- court fide; but Toung-lo refufed to hearken to any, uniefs the 
emperor’s minifters were delivered up to him. This not bang 
granted, he marched directly to the imperial city, where, 
the gates being opened to him by a traitor, he committed a 
moA horrid daughter, and reduced the imperial palace to 
Burned in alhes. The body of the young monarch being brought, half 
bis (Twn confumed by the flames, to the conqueror, drew a flood of 
palace. fPQjjj hjjQ. ^nd he ordered him to be interred with all 


III. 

Ching- 

tflj. 

After Cbr. 
1403. 


the pomp due to his rank. But this did not allay his refent- 
ment againft his minifters, many of whom he put to moft 
cruel deaths; whilft others chofe to kill themielves, or to 
cfcape his fury in the habit of bonzas. Thus pcriftied that 
young monarch, in the fourth year of his reign, and feven- 
tecnth'of his age, and was fucceeded by Toung-U^ who then 
took the name of Ching-ifu^ and feized on the crown- 

111. CHING-TSU was a generous and magnanimous 
prince, but much dreaded, on account of the crudtics with 
Wliich he began his reign. He obliged a great number of 
bonzas, who had taken the habit before they were forty years 
old, to quit their convents; and ordered all the books of 
chemiftry, which, treated of the immortalizing liquor, to he 
burnt. In the feventh year of his reign, he removed his court 
from Nan-king to Pe-king, leaving his for? in the former, with 
tiic fame number of courts and minifters as were eftabliftied 


in the latter. lie encouraged learned men, and caufed fomc 
phflofophical works to be pubiiftied, expofitory of the antienit 
daflical books. When fome fine precious ftones were brought 
to him from a mine lately difeovered, he ordered it to be Ihut 
An excel- up; alleging, it only fatigued his jseopie with ufelefs t(dl\ 
lent fay- u'hfrcas thofe Jlones, however valued, could neither feed nor 
i*>g‘ chath them in times of fcarcity. He reigned twenty-three 
years, and died in the fixty-third of his age, and was fiio- 
ceeded bv his fon. 


IV. IV. JIN-TSONG gave early inftances of his tendernefs 
Jin-tfong. and liberality, in the fpcedy relief he fent to the province of 
JfttrChr. shang-tong, then labouring under a famine (H). He was 

9 


(H) It being reprefented to confult the tribunals about the 
him, by his niinillers, that it means of relieving fo much 
would be proper for him to people; he replied, “ When 

“ my 
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V. 

Swen— 


ffitich given to aftrology; and having fptnjt a whole Huftrangjt 
night in obf^ving the Hars, and found foane uncominon * 
change in the heavens, fent for his two Ko-laus^ and ^Id 
them, that his Ufe was at an end; and ^ve them fome (ignal 
marks ot his love and gratitude for their fidelity to him. His 
fou, then at Nan^kitig, was fent for with all fp^; but came 
too late to receive his lafi: commands. He had reigned but 
a few months, and died la the forty-eighth year 0 ^ bis age. 

And this year is reckoned to the rdgn of his fon, contrary to 
the Chinefe cuftom, which includes that of the emperor’s death 
with thofc of his reign. 

V. SfVEN-TSONG was attacked by the Tartars, who 
had made an irruption into the empire; but were feverely 
repulfed, and defeated by him. Some years after, the king tfong- 
of Cochin-Chindy whom he had nominated to that dignity, 

f)eing flain by a band of rebels, thefe immediately fent an am- *427* 
bafly to crave pardon for it. Swen-t/cmg not being then able Invaded 
to fend an army againft them, witlioiit great inconveniency, h 
not only granted them pardon, but fent them liome with 
fome titles of honour. About the fame time, the palaoe having Imperial 
took fire, burnt with fuch violence feveral days, that great palace 
quantities of gold, filver, copper, tiq, and other metals, burnt, 
which were melted together, formed a mafs of a mixed me- A 
tal, which, like that which is reported to have happened at mixed 
Corinthy hath been much efteemed ever fiiice, and bears a very metal pro- 
great price. Swen-tfong reigned ten years, and died in the thirty- duced, 
eighth of his age, and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon. 

VI. ING-TSONGy then but nine years old, and under VI. 
the guardianfhip of the emprefs and court eunuchs, began 

his reign with rebuilding the nine gates of the imperial city; 
ahd, in the third year, forbad any honour to be paid 
Cmfvcrits in the idol temples. In the mean time, the TartarSy 
taking the advantage of his youth, made continual inroads 
into his northern province?; againft whom he marched, in 
the fourteenth year of his reign, at the head of a powerful 
army, even beyond the great wall; but his forces, weakened Defeatedy 
by want of provifion, were totally defeated, and he taken o.nd ear- 
prifouer, and carried into the furthermoft part of Tart ary. 

** my fukjefts are in diftrefs, in more or lefs need of relief, 

“ we ought to lly to their re- With all my heart, he (aid; 

** lief, with the fame fpeed as but let them not be too nice 

** we would to flop an inunda- and dilatory ih their ferutiny, 

** tion, r r extinguilh a fire ; ’’ nor be afraid of exceeding 

and, upon their reminding him my intentions, by being too 
jthat a diftinClion ought to*te liberal.'* 
made between thofe who Hood 


The 
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, , The court, ia the greateft confternation at the news^ placed, 

his Ton, then but two years old, cm the throne, under the 
guardianftiip of the captive prince’s brother, who foon feized 
Tnuo in- on the throne. In the mean time, the emprefs having fent a 
fiances of great quantity of gold, lilver, filks, ^c. to ranfom the em- 
Tartarian peror, the Tartar condufted him to the frontiers of Chin((, j 
ferfiiy. pretending that the ranfom was too fmall, and be¬ 

ing, perhaps, bought by the brother on the throne, condufied 
him back, in a few days, into Tartary. He reigned fourteen 
years, and was fucceeded by his brother, 
yil. VII. KING-Tl mounted the throne; but an agreement 
King n. being foon after n»dp for the releafe of the emperor, fome of 
After Usr. grandees went tp receive him on the frontiers. Here the 
Tartar pretended a-new, that the retjnue was too fmall to 
accompany fo great a monarch; and infilled, that a greater 
number ihould come, and in greater pomp; but the emperor 
forbade it, and fent the court word, that he renounced the 
empire, and deftgned to end his days in folitude; and, to 
avoid all ceremony, entered the capital by a private gate. 
Here the two brothers having embraced each other, with great 
tendernefs, King-tit attended by the whole ?ourt, accom¬ 
panied him to the fouth palace, which he had chofen for his 
retirement. 

KJNC-TI had, by this time, refolved to declare his own 
fon his fuccelTor; but that was oppofed by the prime minir 
Her (I); and the young prince dying about a year after, and 
himfelf being foon after taken ill of an incurable difeafe, Jng- 
ifmg was again brought out of the fouthern palace, and re- 
afeended the throne, a year before his brother’s death. 

KlNG-TlhsA reigned feven years, and, upon his death, 
the emperor was defired to lligmatize his memory, and to 
have his name erafed out of all public records, as a puniih- 

(1) King-ti had defigncd to birth-day of Ing-tfongt wl |0 was 
declare his fon his fuccellbr on the lawful emperor. Upon 
his next birth-day; and, will- which King-ti fet alide all far> 
ing to try how the prime mini- ther thoughts about his own 
Iter would take it, faid to him fon, 

one day, ** The birth-day of As Ing-tfong did aftenvards 
the prince my heir falls on refume the empire, Du Halde, 
the fecond day of the feventh and others, have made two 
“ moon.” To which the iTo- reigns of it, though but one 
iati replied, “ Give me leave monarch: we have only fol- 
*• to t^ll you, that it is the hrft lowed the feries as it happened, 
day of the eleventh moon.” without that needlefs addition.' 
Plainly intimating thereby the 
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ment for* his ufurpation: but he rcje^Ved the propofal, and 
contented himfelf with ordering his funeral obfequies to be 
performed only as for an emperor’s brother. After that, he 
reigned feven years longer, and died in the thirty-firft of his 
age, and left the crown to his eldcft fon. . 

^III. HTEN‘TSONGt who was the fon of the fecond 
queen, owed the crown to theemprefs’s barrennefs, and proved ”7^“" 
a warlike prince,and frequently defeated the plundering Tartars^ 
who were often making inroads into his territories. The king * 

of KoreUf about that time, propofed an eafier method of pay¬ 
ing his homage to him, than by fending an ambaffy ; but ho 
abfolutcly rejefted it. He reigned twenty-three years, and 
died in the forty-firft of his age, and was fucceeded by his 
eldeft fon Hong-chi^ who fince aflTumed the name of Hyau~ 
tfong, 

IX. HTAU-TSONG was much addifted to the fuperfti- 
tions of the bonzaic feft; yet, in the eighth year of his reign, 
one of the moft confiderable of them, having been the ring- 
leader of a rebellion, and being taken prifoner, was executed, 
without regard to his funftion. About the fame tirffe, a fa- jy^gadful 
mine raged through feveral of the wellern provinces, to fuch calamities 
a degree, that the parents were known to cat their own child- all over 
ren; whilfl as grievous a pefHlence, a calamity fcarcely known theem^ireA. 
in ChinOf raged and laid wafte the eaftern ones. Thefe were 
followed with fuch terrible earthquakes, that many thoufands 

of people were buried alive. The latter end of this reign was 
no lefs remarkable for the irruptions and depredations which 
the Tartars made in the empire, and, at length, for the death 
of the emperor, in the eighteenth year of his reign. He was 
fucceeded by his fon Vu-tfongt whom he had caufed to be pro¬ 
claimed his fucceffor, with great pomp, five years after his 
coming to the crown, 

X. VU-TSONG, a wilful and debauched prince, enjoyed X. 
but a very uneafy reign; the calamities of the fbrmdr Hill con- Vu-tfong. 
tinning, and he deaf to all advice that was given him towards 

a remedy. At length feveral provinces, particularly thofe of ’ 
Shang-tong and Ho-nang, oppreffed uith famine and heavy 
taxes, revolted, in a kind of defpair, and, like an irrcfiftible ^ei^, 
torrent, fpread dread and devaftation where-ever they came; 
and if any forces were fent againft them, they only put a Hop 
to the evil for the prefent, to break out foon ^ter with greater 

fury. 

In the thirteenth year of his reign, he took it into his head 
to march againft the ravaging Tartars incagnito ; and he \yas, 
with great difficulty, diverted from the dangerous projeft, by 
' » one 
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eo%qrdfce, one of his Ko 4 aus (K). The next year, he refolved ,to retire 
into the fouthern provinces, from which his miiiifters all 
' joined to dlflbade him alleging, that it would be interpreted 

by the Tartars as a fliameful flight; and fo exafperated was 
he at their oppofition, that he fufFered them to continue, on 
liaeir knees, five whole days before his palace, notwithftand- 
ing the badnefs of the weather. At length, a fudden inun¬ 
dation which followed, and was by him looked upon as por¬ 
tending of feme evil, made him relax, and fet afide this pro- 
jeft alio. He reigned fixteen years; and, a little before his 
death, fent for the grandees, and appointed his emprefs 
guardian to his fecond fon, then thijtccn years old, whom he 
death- appointed his fucceflbr, and died in the thirty-firll year of his 
age. 

XI. XI. Sffl-TSONGf or Kya-tfwg, began his reign with 
Shi-tfong. feveral public afts (L); fuch as; repaiiing the great waU, re- 
/[fterChr.Xvsiiw^ his fobjcils during the fcarcity, and cnaftiiig fomc 
1522. wholfome laws; but is much blamed for his fondnefs for 
poetry, for the fuperflitions of the boozas, and, in particu¬ 
lar, fon the immortalizing liquor, which he caufeJ to be 
Uts fuccefs fought for far and near. The Tartars^ having invaded hia 
eiamft the territories, were totally defeated, and above 200 officers taken 
I'aitars, prifoners. The next year, their king fent to beg pardon, 
and to afle leave for his fubjefts to come into China to fell 
their borfes; which was granted at fiift ; but, as that com¬ 
merce was like to prove a continual fource of quarrels be¬ 
tween the mandarins and the merchants, it was abfolutely 
forbid again. 

end ja- About the thirty-fourth year of his reign, the Japanefe 
panefe. /hook off their homage to him, and about 4000 made a dc- 
feent into the province of Che~kyang\ but were either dc- 
ftroyed,’ or forced to flee to their fliips. The next year, 
10,000 more came on the fame errand, and met a worfe fate, 
they being all cut off to a man. This did not prevent their 


(K) He was fo provoked at 
their oppoftng his mad projefl, 
that he drew his feymetar to 
flay the fii ft that fp ke another 
word againll it; upon which 
One of thofe Ko-bus ftretching 
out his neck towards him, as 
if to receive the blow, quite 
allayed his paiiion, and made 
him open his eyes to the danger 
of hi^ defign. 


(L) The famitte and poverty 
then raging, obliging many pa¬ 
rents to proftitute their daugh¬ 
ters, two young maids, to avoid 
the difgrace, drowned them- 
felves; v.hich, when the em¬ 
peror knew, he erefted a fine 
monument to their memory, 
giving them the title cf The /OM 
virgins. 


making 
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making fre(h attempt? in thi following years; but ftill with 
thje fame ill fuccefs. 

Tow Aids the latter end of his reign, a fevere memorial Hhillcon^ 
was prefented to lum, complaining oi his ill conduft almoft dua com- 
in every branch ol his government, and more particularly of plained 
his extravagant fearch after the immortalaing liquor. He had againjL 
no fooner read it, than he trampled it under his feet, in the 
firft fally of his pnflion; but, grovvisg cool again, he took it 
np, and, upon a fecond reading, fhewted fome fignal tokens 
of remorfe. He did not live long enough, however, to give 
any fnrtlier proofs of it; for, falling fick a few days after, he Strange 
had no fooner drank the pretended liquor, than he expired, deatl). 
in the forty-fif^h year of his reign, and fifty-eighth of his age, 
and was fucceeded by his fon. 

XII. MO‘TSO NGf alias began his reign with XIT. 

rclcafing fome of tfiofe whom his fatlier had too feverely im- Mo-tfong. 
prifoned, and with other adts of clemency; but coilld never 

brook the advice of his minlftcrs, and often degraded them *5^7* 
for it. He repealed, in part, the law which forbids the fub- 
jefts having any employments in their own native provinces, 
by excluding out of it inferior mandarins, tax-gatherers; and 
infpedlors over literature. He fell fick in the fixth year of 
his reign ; and putting his fon, then but ten years old, under 
the guardianfhip of the emprefs, and of the Ko-lau Chang~ky4i~ 
chingj declared him his fucceffor, and died not long after. 

That prince w'as called Van-lye^ but, upon his acceflion to 
the crown, took the name of Shinntfong, 

XIII. SHlN-rsONCf fhewed an excellent difpofition, and XIII. 
prudence much above his years, and paid the utmoft regard Shia- 
to his mafter Chang-kyu-ching, and behaved with fingular 
afliduity, juftice, and uprightnefs, in every branch of his 
vernment: and every day, from four in the morning||flpplied 
himfelf to examine and anfwer the petitions thauwfce pre- nign^ 
fented the day before; and, for the greater eafe jjM ccaive- 

niency of his fubjefts, ordered a book to be RMraAevery 
three months, containing the names, rank, and 

country, of pvery mandarin in tlie empire; w^|m|p[fom is 
iiill obferved. He married in the feventh yea^DpUss reign, 
and immediately his wife was proclaimed empr^^ 

Three years after there was fuch a dreadful famine in the Adreatfut 
province Shan-Ji, that rmmberlefs people died of hunger 
infomuch that fixty great pits were dug in different places, 
each of which held looo dead bodies, and, on that account, 
were called Vaa-jin-keng. The fame yecr was remarkable 
for a great defeat of tiie Tartars^ of whom f 0,000 were Tartari» 
killed on the fpot; but xniich ma^'e for the death ot‘ the prime 

5 * n/miller 
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minifter Chang-kyu~chingt whom Ihe emperor caufed to be 
' interred with great pomp, and fingular marks of honour. 
** * Thefc, however, proved but of fhort duration; hiS enemies 

laying fuch accufations againft the deceafed about two year^ 
after, that both he and his pofterity were deprived all 
their titles ; their eftatcs confifcated; and his fon, either 
jJnen’' fa- tbrowgb grief or fear, killed himfclf. A grievous froft, which 
‘ liappened in the eleventh year of his reign, and had congeafed 
the greateft rivers, invitejl again the plundering Tartars into 
Chimt who were inoft of them cut off. The ramine, w'hich 
followed foon after, obliged that monarch often to addrefs 
himfclf to heaven for relief, and to contribute largely to the 
affiftance of his fubjcdls; but when it was reprefented to him, 
that ills mifeonduft, and the avarice of the minifters of his 
court, drew thefe calamities down upon his people, he not 
only proved deaf to their rcmonftrances, but puniftied the 
authors of them (M). 

About the twenty-firft year of his reign, Japanefe 
broke into the kingdom of Korea^ feized on feveral cities, 
and put all to fire and fword where-ever they came. The 
king hiipfelf was obliged to flee -, but, having foon after ob¬ 
tained a feafonable fuccour from the emperor, intirely routed 
them. After this defeat, they feiit an ambaffy to the empe¬ 
ror, to beg his pardon for the irruption, and to intreat him 
that he would beflow fome title upon their chief. Both which 
Their chief were granted ; and the title of Je-pwen-vang, which figni- 
thtains the fies king of Japatty was given to him ; but with exprefs or- 
title of that he Ihould fend no more ambaffies to China. By 

this time the Nyu-che, or eafiern Tartars, who were become 
formidable, and divided into feven dynifties, after a long and 
bloody war, coaiefeed into oije, under one prince, who laid 
the foim^tioii of a new kingdom. As to the Tan-yu, or 
weflerq^firr^rj, they lived peaceably within their own terri¬ 
tories, lOut making any further inroads into China, 


mine. 


Japanefe 
fall upon 
Korea. 


(M) Daring thefe troubles, a 
comet alfo appeared towards 
the caA, which was thought to 
portend iril^fome greater dif- 
afters to the empire; upon 
which a Ko-hm, named Song- 
gum, prefented a inemorial to 
the emperor, fetting forth, that 
the figure of the meteor fore¬ 
warned him to rid his court of 
certain minifters, who took 


bribes, and preferved their polls 
by the bafeft flattery. For this 
he w'as condemned to death by 
the exafperated monarch ; but, 
his fon coming to him, and beg¬ 
ging he might be permitted to 
Jay down his life to lave his fa¬ 
ther's, Shing-tong relented, and 
changed his fentence into that 
of banilhment. 


Ik 
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In the forty-fourth y<ar of his reign, the chief di the Tartar* 
TartarSy highly incenfed at the infolence with which \h& invade 
Chimje ftiandarins treated Ws merchants trading into Lyau^ Cfiina! 
tongy and much more at their trcachcroufly fcizing on their 
prince, and cutting off his head, refolved now to feize on 
lome of the Chinefe cities which lay moft convenient for 
him; and accordingly the fon of the deceafed king, named 
lyen-mingy entered the province of Lyau~tong at the head of 
a powerful army, and took the city of Kay-ywen ; but at the 
fame time fent a letter, with his complaints, to the emperor, 
ofFerihg to reftore the city, and lay down his arms, upon pro¬ 
per fatisfaftion being made for fuch a cruel injury. The Their 
mandarins, to whom the emperor communicated the letter, kmgs let- 
flighting it fo far as not to vouchfafe an anfwer to it, fo exa -to the 
fperated the Tartar prince, that he vowed to facrifice aoo,ooo 
Chinefe to the ghoft -of his murdered father. He accordingly-^''^'^^*^* 
marched with an army of 50,000 men into the province of 
Pc’cheh in triumph, with a defign to attack the imperial 
city; but, being repuMed by the Chinefe forces, he retired 
into Lyan-tongy w here he alfumed the title of emperor of 
China. Two years after, having, by a firatagem, chrawn the Buccefs 
Chinefe forces farther towards Tart ary y he furrounded them againji the 
at once, and made a dreadful flaughter among them j and imperial 
their general was found among the llain. On the next year7«^‘«.. 
the emperor dppofed them with a powerful army, and 12,000 
auxiliaries oat of Korea ; and a long and obftinate battle was 
fought; in which the Tartars being at laft victorious, marched The empe^ 
direftly towaids Pe-king; which threw the court into fuch rorde- 
confternation, that the emperor-would have retired into ih&featcd, 
fouthern provinces, had not his minlftcrs reprelented to him 
how much fuch a fliameful flight would infpirit the enemy, 
and diftieartcn his fubjefts. Under thefe difallers the empe- Death 
ror died, in the forty-eighth year of his reign, and fifty- 
eighth of his age, and was fucceeded by his fon ^lang-tfong, 
who, upon his acceffion, took the name of Tay-chang. 

XIV. TAT-CHANG died in a month after, and, as is XIV. 

fuppofed, through the nCgleft of his phyfician ; but ap- Tay- 
pointed his eldefl fon Tyen-ki to fuccced him, who thereupon chang. 
took the name of Hi tfotig, 1621. 

XV. HI-TSONGy though a timorous prince, and too XV. 
much fw'ayed by his court-eunuchs, yet made a vigorous op- Hi-tfong. 
pofition againfl the Tartars ; augmented his forces, fent for 

frefli auxiliaries from Koreay and faw his army reinforced *621. 
from feveral quarters; particul.irly by an amazonian lady, 
at the head of feverul thouiand men, h flie had brought 
from the province or Se-ilrxen, wi.erc her fon held a fmall 

iovercignty. 
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ugdnp the foVerelgoty. H« aKb out ? (^werful iSeet» in order to 
Taitvri. liunihle the enemy hotJi by hi and land; and, Ujpon this oc- 
caiioQ, he font to ^eHbwibr fomue Pbrtugue/g engineers^ to 
icrvc the artillery* to which the CHnefs were very little ufcd; 
but, before they came, the Tartars were driven out of the 
province of hyan^tmgy and the capital recovered from them; 
to much the more eafily, as the inhalntants detefled the cruelty 
of Tysn-ming^ and he was then engaged in another war-in 
Tartary. He was, however, no fooner returned from that 
mtpedition, than he renewed the fiege of that city with frelh 
vigour; in which the Cbinefe loft 30,000 men, and he 
20,000, and at laft carried it by means of a traitor. As foon 
as be was mafter of it, he publiihed an edi<ft, commanding 
all the Chinsfey under pain of death, to ftiave their heads 
after the Tartar fafliion; upon which fcveral thoufands of 
Strange them chofe rather to lofe their- heads than their hair. In the 
firmnefs ^mean time one of the ableft Cbinefe geno-als, named Masp- 
the Chi- ven 4 mg,. being fent with frcfli troops againft the Tartars^ £0 
nefc. ftrongly fortified the citadel of Sbang-bay, that he made it 
impi'egnablc, and, by that means, Ihut up the entrance into 
China from Tartary. 

The third year of Hi'tf>ng'%xt\gn was dreadfully difturbed 
by cipuds of robbers and feditious people, whofe number and 
rapines daily increafed ; and the next year was remarkable for 
the Chriftian monument dug out near the capital of Shenfi, 
I-tfongV and mentioned in a former feftion »; as alfo for the death of 
4 eatb. the emperor, in the feventh year of his reign, and thirty- 
fecond of his age; who was fucceeded by his brother TJong- 
chingy or Zun*tlmiy faice called Whay-tpngy the fifth ion of 
^umg’tfong. 

In the fame year died Tyen-ming, the king of the Tartars ; 
a prince, who, according to the Chine/e account, was diftin- 
guilhed chiefly for his fiercenefs; and was fucceeded by his 
Tyen-tjbng, who proved the reverfe of his father, and a 
prince of great clemency, meeknefs, and goodnefs. 

XVI. XVI. WHAT-TSONGy the laft emperor of the Cbinefe 
Whay- race, and more commonly known by the name of Zun-chhig, 
tfong. was a great lover of fcknoes, and a favourer of the Chriftians, 
Aft. Cbr. though he continued ftill bigotted to the bonzaic fuperfti- 
162?. had rtjoft of the princely qualities that could ren¬ 

der him capable of governing ; was an enemy to luxury, and 
to the court-eunuchs, and took the moft effeftual way to r<- 

• Sec before, p. 77, & (L). 
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move, them (N), even from the very b^ioning of his rogn. 

In the mean time the revolters mnldplying in the pronnees^ * 
whilfl; his forces were engaged agmnA; the Tartars^ he refolved 
to make peace with the latter, that he might the more eifec-. 
tually fupprefs the former; and, to that end, fent one of his 
generals, named Twriy into Tartary y at the head of an army, 
with* full power to negotiate a peace; but that traitor made 
one on fuch (hameful terms, that the emperor refufed to ra- h 
tify it; upon which he took the following method to oblige 
him to it: 

MAV-VEN-LONGy the faithful and expert general men¬ 
tioned under the lail: reign, was then at the head of the im¬ 
perial forces; and him the villain invited to a feaft, and Mau-ven-' 
poHbned; and then fent word to the Tartars to march direftly 
to Peeking by a different road from that which he took with 
army; which they did without meeting with any oppoiilion, 
and laid fiege to that capital. Twen was thereupon ordered to 
march to its relief; which he did, not fufpefting that his 
perfidy was found out; and, upon his arrival, was put to the 
torture, and then ftrangled; which the Tartars no foonerYwen 
knew, than they raifed the fiege, and returned into tyau' 
tongy loaden widi the richefl plunder. 

In the eighth year of Whay-tfong'% reign died Tyen-tfongy Tyeiy 
king of Tartaryy and was fucceeded by his fon Tfong-Uy 
father of the founder of the following dynafty, and a mild '*‘*^®* 
and affable prince, who had been privately brought up from His fon 
his infancy among the Chine/e, and was a perf^ m^er of brought up 
their language and learning, as well as of their genius and among the 
cuftoms ; all which gained him the love and efteem of the Chinefe. 
Chinefe generals and mandarins, who infcnfibly fell off firom The mpe~ 
the emperor, whofe ill fuccefs had quite altered his temper, 
and rendered him thoughtful, uneafy, diffident, and cruel. 

This and the following year proving a feries of robberies, 

(N) He at firft forbad all hU wealth, and infolence ; but,' 
mandarins to have any conver- upon this emperor's mounting 
fation with them ; and foon the throne, whom he knew to be 
after ^ve them leave to go and an enemy to the whole tribe, 
vifit their native country £br a difpatched himfelf by poifon, to 
month, and money to defray avoid a more feverepunifhment; 
their journey, ana afterwards upon which his immenfe riches 
lent them an exprefs prohibition were coniifeated, his body torq 
to return. in pieces by the populace, and 

There was one among them, the temples ana monuments 
named had raifed which his flatterers had reared 

himfelf in the fortrter reigns to, to his honour, levelled with the 
the higfaefl pitch of power, g'-oaad. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. VIII, * H h 
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Rfvoltert murders, and intcftine wars, the revdters greir to fuch a 
'every- height, that they compofed no lefs than four armies, com- 
*wbere. mandcd by as many generals, who were however reduced 
foon after to two, named Li and Chang. Thefe agreed to . 
divide the provinces between them : Change taking the weAern 
ones of Se-chvjen and Hu-quangy left Li to feize on part of 
Kau-fong Shm'Jty and then of ho-nany whofe capital, named Kay-fstig, 
befieged by he laid ficge to, but was repulfed with lofs. He renewed it 
■Li* • lix months after, w'ith no better fuccefs; the befieged chufing 
to feed on human ticfti, rather than furrender to a rebel. 
The imperial forces coming foon after to its afliflance, their 
general made no doubt of drowning the whole rebel army. 
Drowned by breaking down the dikes of the Tellow River ; but, by ill 
byaccident, fortune, they had time to efcape to the mountains j whilft the 
city, which lay lower than the river, was quite overflowed, 
by which unforefeen accident about 300,000 of its inhabit¬ 
ants periflied. 

Aftkr this difafler Ia marched into the provinces of Shen-Ji 
and JHo-nan, where he put to death all the mandarins, ex* 
afted great fums from the officers in place, and fliewcd no 
favour to any but to the populace, whom he freed from all 
taxes : by this means he drew fo many of the imperial army 
Id etffumes into his interefl, that he thought himfelf powerful enough to 
the impe- alfumc the title of emperor. He next advanced towards the 
rial title. Jn^ipcrial city, which, though ftrongly garrifoned, was divided 
into faffions ; and into which he had found means to convey 
a fufficient number of his own men in difguife, who were to 
open the gates to him foon after his firfl appearance. They 
Rnters fo accordingly on the third day, and he entered the city in 

Pc king, triumph, at the head of 300,000 men; whilft the infatuated 
emperor kept himfelf Ihut up in his palace, ignorant of what 
w'as done without it, and only bufying himfelf with his bon- 
Zaic fuperfticiuns. It was not long, however, before he found 
himfelf betrayed; and, under the greateft confternation, made 
an effort to get out the palace, with about 600 of his 
guards. He was ftill mcMre furprlfed to fee hiroielf treache- 
•roully abandoned by them, and deprived'of all hopes of 
efcaping the fury and infults of hisTcbcl fubjeftsj fo that, 
preferring death to the difgrace of falling ^Ive into their 
hands, he forthwith retired with his belpved emprefs ** (Zh^ 
Halde fays, only the young princefs his daugluer) into, a pri* 
vateand diftant part of the garden, or, according to 
hito a fmall wood, without being able to utter a wntl to 

htf, fuch was foe excefs of his grkf*. That princefs, how« 

‘ ' < 

**,Vide Du Haldb, vol. i. p. 3^66,8e feq. &Pala»oz, flip, dta^ 
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ever, too well apprehended his meaning; and, after a few • • 

fettc^, huPfilent embraces, retired into the wood, and there 

hanged herfelf in a illken ftring. The emperor, pierced to 

the heart at the doleful light, ftaid only to write thefe words * 

on the border of his veft ; / have been bafely deferted by my 

fubjeSls ; (h what you will with me, but /pare my People ; 

which being done, he cut off the young princefs’s head with ^hempt^ 

one ftroke of his feymetar, and hanged himfclf on 

tree, in the feventeenth year of his reign, and thirty-fixth of 

his age (O). His prime minider, queens, and faithful eu- The fad 

nuchs, foon followed h^ example, and killed themfelves ® 

and with his life ended the Chinefe monarchy, to give place of hiifa- 

to that of the Tartars^ who have reigned over the whole *”7• 

empire ever lince with an abfolutc fway. 

It was not till after feme time, and with great difHculty, 
that the body of the unfortunate Whay-tfong was found, which. His body 
when brought, and laid before the rebel Lit as he fat upon infulted, 
the throne, the inhuman wretch ufed With the utmoft indig¬ 
nity ; after which he caufed two of his fons, and all his mi- andhisfens 
nifters, to be beheaded ; only his eldeft fon happily efcftped tr^^ed, 
by flight. It is fcarcely credible how foon every one fub-^^** 
mitted to the ufurper; and prince U-fan^gheyt who com-U-fan- 
manded the imperil forces in the province of Lyau-tongt ghey op- 
was the only one who refufed to acknowlege him, which, po/es him, 
obliged him to march againft him at the head of a powerful 
army; and, having invefted the place where he was gover¬ 
nor, the more effeftually to move him, to furrender, (hewed 

« See. Du Halds, & al. ubi fup. 


(O) Palafex {45) xdds, that 
the unhappy monarch, being 

J iuite cbilled with horror, called 
or a glais of wine, though at 
all other times averfe to that 
liquor ; and, having drank it, 
bit with his own t^th one of his 
fingers, till the blood gu(hed out, 
and wrote with it, not the above- 
mentioned fhort ientence, but a 
long and more mournful epifile, 
in whieh he complains of the 
treachery of his ofitcen, bat 
abfoivet • his febje&s of the 
guilt, and prays that they may 
efeape the panUhment, of it. 

( 4 fi) oT C6iaa, tb»p. a. 


He deeply laments the ruin of 
his empire, which had fiourifbed 
in fuen power and fplendor fo 
long a feries of centuries; and 
the extin&ton of his antient and 
royal family, who had held it 
fo long, and with fo mueb 

S loryj and concludes, tha^ 
ttce ha hath lived to fee the 
lofs and ruin of diem, and of 
all that was valuable in life, he 
ttonght it high time to pat nn 
end to it. But that nuthormen- 
tions nothing of his cutting off 
his daaghtea’s head* su Du Halde 
doth (46}. 

•' (A/i) J/meh, fog, 1x7. 
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him his fathec lo^e|i^ith fetters; fwor^ f^t ]|e |hqiiMd 

be in^ntly facrlfio^ if he refufe^ ito. fubmit.. •Ttw bn|l^ 
V'-fan-gheyf ‘when he behdd his fa^r in that condition, Irma 
the top of the dty-walis, buril out into a flood of tears; 
and, felling op his knees, prayed to heaven to forgive him, if 
he fecriflced his fllial duty to his allegiance to his prmce; and 
the good old gendemah, applaudiag his fon’s noble r^plution, 
fubmitted to his fate, and was accordingly put to death. 
i/-fan~gheyf rcfolving at once to revenge his prince and lus 
father’s dciith, immediately ftruck up a peace with the Man> 
chew or eaflern Tartars, and invited them to his alliflancc 
agaihft the ufurper and .his rebellious forces ; which Tfong-te 
their king eafily confented to, and, without any dehy, joined 
him with an army of 80,000 men; upon which the ufurper 
raifed the flegc, and marched dire<ftly to Pe-king- Not think¬ 
ing himfelf fafe there, he plundered and burnt the palace, 
and, with the immenfe treafiire he had got, fled with his 
troqjs into the province of Shen-ft, no lefs loaden with the 
curies of the people, than with the fpoil of the imperial 
citWP). 

TSONG-TE died almoft as foon as he had fet foot in 
China, after he had declared his fon Sun-chi, then but fix 
years old, his fucceflbr, and committed the care of him and 
of the empire to his brother A-ma^van. The young prince 

(P} The villain, who had hi- had dared to fhew. for their law- 
tjierto hardly encountered with fel fovereign, which rather con- 
aoy but unarmed and dilheart- filled in an univerfal abhorrence 
«ned enemies,and hadfucceeded they teftified, than in any reM- 
more by treachery than valour, ance they ventured to make 
was fo exafperated to fee him- againfthim. 
ftlf now oppofed not only by '"'What forces the king of 7«r> 
the imperial army, but by £' taty brought with him bto 
much more numerous and war- China, we are not told; except, 
like one of the f artars, that, in' general terms, that they were 
not content to give up thatrich without number, both of horfe 
metropolis to be plundeted by and foot. They were com- 
his rebellious troops, whUft he^ snanded by the three uncles of 
did the fame by the is^ierial that young monarch,who ferved 
palace, be vented his rage dkt him lb faithfully with their wife 
the inhabitants by the.' mod counlcls as well as valour, and 
Mbpdy execrahk cradties behaved with fnch moderation 
dnoring hts fltort ifey; and that' and equity towards theC^r*^, 
under pretenceii of pnnHhing as the mme eafily recondlM 
them fm diofe remaining feint tlmm to his gpfmrsiiieqt (47}. 
fparki of loydty which they 

if?) fdtfex, vhifuf, eh, », Gf/y, 
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after ctnuiiiftol to Pe^Ung j and deceived 'wiffi 
^ aedamatiohs of the peopte, as their great deliverer; No- * * 

thing vras heard oh all lides but the Ihouis of Van-fwi! Van- 
fwi! Long tnay he live! long live the emperor! may he live d 
thmfdnd years ! This memorable revolution, which put a End of the 
final end both to the twenty-firft dynafty, and to the Chine/e Chinefc 
government, and made way a fecond time for that of the eaft- nutnarchs. 
ern Tartarf happened in the twenty-firft year of the feventy- 
third cyde, which anfwers to that of Chrift 1644 ( QJ ). 

What became of the traitor L/, and of his army and im- 
menfe treafure, is not certainly known. Some fay that he re¬ 
tired with them into the province of Shen-Ji, one of the fix 
which he had made himfeif mafter of; and that he fettled 
and fortified himfeif in it, the beft he could, againft the new 
conqueror : others think that he was flain in an engagement 
by U-fan-ghey, How’ever that be, we hear no more of him 
from the time of his retreat from Pe-king ; and fo (hall have 
done with him with this remark, that his name and memory 
are to this day held in execration both by the Chinefc and 
Tartars, It is now time to pafs on to ' ^ • 

The Twenty-ficond Dynafty^ named Tfing, now reign- zzd dyna- 
ingy and containing at prefent Three Emperors, /J-' 

a 

I. or Xtm-cAi, began his new reign with re- I. 

^ warding the noble U-fan-ghey, by beftowing upon him Sun-chi. 
the dignity of king, and title of Ping-Jif which fignifics the ^f- Cbr, 
pacifier of the weft; and alfigned to him the city of Si-gnan- 
fuy capital of Shenfiy for his refidence, which had been lately ,* , 

ravaged with fire and fword by the ufurper Li. But this did 
not Wnder U-fan-gkty finwn forely repenting of his error and ** 
ralhnels in calfing tlie Tartats to his afiiftance againft that 

( Qw) ThcjCivff^^hiftorians, pleted in three years and fome 
or at leaft oar European me- months; and that d^uang-tong, 
motrs from them, have not or Can-ten, the laft city which 
been fo careftil to ti'anfmlt to fomndered to them, was not 
Oa the year and month of the takoo by them till .January 
Tartar and' hh Army entering 1647; ftom which it is proba- 
intb <Mna, nor the len&h of ble to fuppore,<that they entered 
the rdgn and' fife of tlns iaft about die end of the year 1643, 
(^n^empero#. We are only and that die new emperor was 
toM in genera^ that, after their efowhed ftpme dme in the year 
thefir atvlvit^^^e conqaeft of ibove-iiiefltioaed (48). 
the whole empire was com* 

( 48 ) Pedjouy Siu BdUe, Q dU 
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tyrant, or, as Ik falmCelf iHed to phrafe. it, in fen£ng for 
lions to drive away dogs, la the mean while the young mon¬ 
arch, v^ho was now ablblute m^er of the northern pro¬ 
vinces (R), began to turn bis arms to the conqueft of the 

fouthem 

(R) It 19 forprifing to think reft of their polity in the fame 
what quick progrefs he made ftate in which he found it, with¬ 
in the conqueft of thofe north- out mdcing any alteration. If 
cm on^s, conftdering their vaft they refufed, then he ordered 
extent, and the number and his numerous troops to bring 
ftrength of their cities ; for he them the fecond fummons j 
made himfelf mafter of them which they did with fuch force 
all within the fpace of about a and fury, chat they gained the 
year, that is, b-y the latter end place in a Ihort time ; in which 
of the year 16^4. It is true cafe they muft fubmit to the 
theC^a^ had neither the heart, fate of war, which was gene- 
nor were they at that time fo rally very hard and cruel, if it 
loyal to the family of their an- were but to ferve as a warning 
tient princes, as to make any to the reft. By thefe means, 
confiderable reliftance; never- whether the metropolis fub- 
thelefs there were feveral that mitted of its own accord, or 
did, tho* with fo little fuccefs as was forced to it, the reft of the 
gave even but fmall encourage- cities feldom failed of opening 
ment to others to follow their their gates to him; and the re¬ 
example. But the new empe- duflion of the capital proved 
ror, who would himfelf be al- the redudlion of the whole pro¬ 
ways at the head of his vaft vince (49). 
and powerful army, had fuch Another thing that greatly 
excellent counfellors and gene- forwarded the conqueft not only 
rals, particularly his three ancles of thefe, but of the fouthern 
lately mentioned, that he fell ones afterwards, was, that the 
immediately into the moft eftec- emperor, in all his declarations, 
tual and expeditious way of re- always aferibed. his great and 
ducing them. furprifing fuccefs not to his va- 

His method was, not to trou- lour, or to the number and cou- 
blc himfelf, when he entered rage of his troops, as might be 
into a province, what gre^t natural for fuch a young mon¬ 
towns he left behind, but to arch to do, but to the will and 
bend his forces towards the mp- favourof heaven4 whichfquare- 
tropolis at once, which he^fici^ ing exadlly wkh the notion of 
caufed to be fumtnoned ; and, the generality of the Chioefe, 
if they fubmitted, he treated theynot only readily yielded to 
them with all poflible humanity^ it, but were glad to plead it as 
appointed fuch governors over an excufc for their fo fttame- 
them as they could mot but ap- fully abandoning the intereft 
prove of, and ofeph fome of and caufe oftheir.natural princes, 
their own nation, hnd left the of their laws and liberties, and 


fo 
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fouthern ones; rightly judging, that Iw would never enjoy 
the one quietly till he had got poflelTioa of the other. 

On the other hand, he did not think it proper to leave the Korea 
kingdom of Korea behind him, a fierce and warlike people, vadeJ by 
who had a king of their own, but who was a vaflal to the 
Chinefey and now of courfe to him. He marched accordingly »'«'’• 
agaiaft them at the head of a powerful army; and, though 
thR Koreans fought with much vigour and intrepidity, yet 
they ftill found themfelves inferior to the Tartars. At ^ength Submitt 
their king thought it the wifeft way to fecure his crown by a to him. 
timely fubmiflion ; which Shun^chi readily accepted, and 
brought back his forces with honour; and ordered ih.t Korean 
king to follow him to Pe-king, where the articles of peace 
and homage w'ere foon after concluded; and, having received 
his crown and fceptre from the emperor, and paid him the 
homage agreed on, returned to his own fubjeiSis. Shun-chi 
then ordered his army, under the command of one of his 
uncles, to march direftly towards the fouth, where a grand- 
fon of Shin-t/ong, or Pan-lye, the thirteenth emperor of the 
foregoing dynafty, had been proclaimed emperor, under the 
name of Hong-quang, or Hun-guan, which iignifies fplandor, 
and had mort of the nine fouthern provinces under his fub- 
ieftion. This young prince had many amiable qualities, and 
had been educated under the late and laft emperor with great 
care, whilft the empire was at peace, and was looked upon 
as the laft refuge of the Chinefe ; but was with great difficulty 
prevailed upon by the mandarins to accept of a crown, the 
weight of which he forefaw would foon crufli him to death. 
However, he was prevailed upon at laft; and took all proper 
means to fortify his capital of Nan-king, and to ftrengthen 
his army; but, with all thefe precautions, found himfclf un¬ 
able to refill the fuperior force of the enemy, which came and 
befieged him in that city, and foon made himfelf mafter 
it. Hong-quang was purfued in his retreat, and taken pri- 
foner. bv the Tartar general, who immediately flew him, or, Hung- 


greateft polls under the two or three laft emperors, and made 
him viceroy of that province. 

fo tamely fobmitting to a fo- could they do better than fob- 
reign yoke ; for, if that was mit to it ? This was, it feeins, 
the ablolote will and decree of their excafe then, and is fo 
heaven, how could it be in their whenever any other naiion up- 
ower to oppofc it, or what braids them with their flavery. 

• H h 4 He 
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He marched dieoce into Che-fyang^ and befieged the cap!- 
Lo-vang tal; where l2-vang, then king of it, and a princa who had 
/kbmits refufed the title of emperor, appeared upon the walls, and, 
himfetf on his knees, begged ^e Tartars to fpare his fubjefls, and 
andpeople to accept of his life as a viftim for theirs; and then went 
to tbe em- fubmitted to their mercy, and had the good fortune 

peror s obtain it. Not long after this, another grandfon c& the 
jate emperor Shin-t/ongf named Lang-vUj and by others Jan* 
Long.vu vaUf was proclaimed emperor in the province cS Se~chvien, 
pw/wiwy which, with thofe of Fo-kyen^ ^lang-tongj and ^uang-fi^ 
emperor * thg only four that ftill remained unfubdued ; and, tho’ 

he was not in a capacity of recovering thofe that were loli, 
. he was ftiU made to hope that he might be able to preferve 

Hh inter- thefe. He was the more cafily flattered into this hope, as 
ejlfupport- tbere had appeared in his interett at fca one of the braveft 
edby the commanders, whom many of the nation had joined, and who 
was then very po#erful, and fuccefsful enough to alter the 
chi-lone ^ afEurs. 

His ex* Thfs captain was the famed Ching-chi-longy a perfon ori- 
trabtyond gmally of an obfeure cxtradl: (S), but then one of thericheft 
fonuerfsU and 

feet. 


('S) Cbing-ehi-Iongy called alfo 
Chin-chi-lunr in the Dutch am- 
baffles, and by foreigners Iquatiy 
Icoa, Equany and IkoaHy was 
born in (bme obfeure maritime 
place in the province of Fo- 
ijeny of very mean parents; but, 
being a fprightly lad, went to 
feck his fortune abroad, iirll at 
Macaoy among the Portuguefcy 
where he ferved a merchant for 
fome dme, became a convert to 
Chiiilianity, and took the name 
of Nichelasy or, as others have 
it, ^afpard. From thence he 
went to Japaxy where he foon 
laifed luinfelf in the fervice of 
. a rich merchant; and, from his 
^dor, became the commander 
•f his trading veiTels, with 
which he ufed to carry a confi- 
derable irafflck into Caehin- 
Cbinay Kamboya^ imd other 
pl^es, not only for his own 
ina^rs, but for a number of 
ether merchants} who likewise 


intruded him with fome of their 
richeft commodities. 

Being come to Kamboygy he 
recelv^ letters, that both his 
mailer and they were dead} fome 
of the plague which had raged 
in Japaxy and otherr^, of the fa¬ 
mine that followed it; upon 
which, without any regard to 
Cbrillianity, which he had fo 
lately embraced, he forged their 
wills, and made himfelf heir to 
all the wealth they had intrufted 
him with } and, to avoid being 
queilioned by the Chine fe manda¬ 
rins about their validity, refedved 
to turn corfair; and, with the 
wealth he had made himfelf 
heir to, purcbaled a number of 
other vefiels, and footr became 
commander of a formidable 
f^uadron, by the many other 
pirates vho joihed him, and 
put themfelves under his cOi> 
lours; infomuch that be, a&d 
000 more of (he fame profefflon. 
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and moft eonfiderable tradm in the jn-ovipcedf fb-kymi 
who, at*his own charges, had fitted out a numerous fleet 

againfl 

had the fble command of thofe under his flag, as they only ex- 
feas, and plundered all that fell changed matters, without alter- 
in {heir way, without diilinflion, ing their condition. By this 
but under a mutual agreement means Icoun became more pow- 
not to aft ofFenfively againft erful than ever; and, when the 
'each other. imperial fleet came to join him. 

The emperor and court, to they dared not do othenvife 
whom they were become dread- than congratulate him on his 
ful, and yet were not in a con- late viftory, and great fuccefs ; 
dition to fupprefs them by open whilft he, by virtue of the em- 
force, bethought themfelves of peror's letter, and a fufHcient 
a ftratagem that would in all force to oblige him to ftand to 
likelihood effe^l^aally do it. Ac- his promifes, began to aft ac¬ 
cordingly he received a letter cording to, the tenor of them, 
from the emperor to this pur- without betraying the leaft diffi- 
port: That, being thoroughly dence of the court’s flnifter 
appfifed of his valour and fuc- views, and to oblige all trading 
cels, and of the great fervices he fliips to receive their oafTpoits 
might do to his prince and coun- from him ; infomuch that none 
try, he promifed him not only a of them, whether Cbinefe^ or of 
general pardon and amnefty for any nation, dared venture to 
all his piracies, but to make fea without them, 
him chief admiral of all his fea- He had but one thing to fear, 
forces, and captain-general of all the refcntment of the court, on 
the fea-coafls, or any other dig- account of his cruel exaftions 
nities or employments he Ihould on all thofe trading velTels, his 
deiire,on condition he joined im- taking all that had not a pais 
‘mediately the imperial nan^,and from him ; and manyother fuch 
aflifled it in ridding the leas of extortions, by which the com- 
tbe other piratic fleet. The merce was greatly obttrufted, 
fame offers were made at the and the maritime provinces 
fame time to the other com- quite impoverilhed. But, as 
mander, in a letter fent to him he wasperfeftly well acquainted 
from the fame monarch. What with the ways of the court, and 
cffeft it had upon the Utter, is that the emperor, furrounded as 
not known; but Ching-chi-lmg^ he was by his eunuchs and mi- 
though he pfefently fufpefted nifters, knew little or nothing 
the artifice, yet, depending on of his fubjefts miferies, but- 
his ilrength and good fortune, what they pleafed to acquaint 
made no hefltation to go and him with, he found means to 
fall upon the other; ^n^ after bribe diem fo high and effefta- 
a long and bloody fight on both ally, as to flop all complaints 
fides, wherein he proved vifto- from coming to his ears \ they 
rious, ftruck off his head, and carinc but little how he plun- 
took as many of his men and dereaand robbed the people, 
veffels as he could, the greai^ whilfftheyfo plentifully partook 
part of which readily lifted of the fpoU. l^iothing was' 

heard 
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agunft the Teurteurs ; and was followed by fuch an innumerable 
multitude of Chine/e veflels, that he became head of one of 
the moft formidable fleets that ever appeared on thofe Teas; 
and had openly declared for the young Chinefe monarch, 
againfl the ufurping Tartar, Sc»ne relations do even affirm, 
tlut he was the chief perfon who caufed him to be crowned 
Vaji emperor; and indeed the immenfe wealth which he had 

nutalth amafled by fea and land, and the vafl number of veflels and 

anJ in- troops wltich he had under his command, had rendered him 

terej. {q powerful, and the x^afl bribes with which he had been 

continually cramming the chief eunuchs and miniflers had 
confirmed his intereft at court to fuch a degree, even during 
the preceding reign, that he alone feemed to govern the em¬ 
pire ; fo that, if he had not been faithfully attached to the 
royal family, he might much more eaflly have feized on the 
crown than either of the two rebels U and Chong lately men¬ 
tioned ; and much more fo after the fatal .death of that un¬ 
happy monarch, and the wars that raged all over the empite : 
Signmlioy- but his fidelity to the royal blood would not permit him to 
alty to the liflen to^ much lefs to form, any fuch defign (T); and this 
royal jt 

ilotj. 


among them but the highefl en¬ 
comiums on him, and the vaft 
fervices he did to his prince and 
country, whilil the continual 
complaints Tent to them from 
the defolatc provinces were 
wholly fupprclled by his large 
refents from being fo much as 
card. By this time he was 
grown to fuch a height of power 
and infolence both by fea and 
land, that, upon a difgull againll 
the imperial officers axCan-tont 
who were in arrear to him about 
20 or 30,000 ducats of his fli- 
pend, he went on (hore into 
that pwalous city with only 
6000 of his own men, caufed a 
tribunal to be reared in one of 
thelfouares, and there fum> 
moned thofe officers, with fome 
public notarief), and obliged 
them to pay him the money on 
the (pot; and, having given 


them authentic reempts for it, 
went back to his fleet without 
the leafl moleftation. This was 
the condition to which Cbing- 
chi-long\i 7 ^A. raifed himfelf at the 
time of the Tartars invading the 
Chinefe empire, and which we 
thought neceffary to give our 
readers'^ (ketch of, for the bet¬ 
ter underftanding the reft of this 
tranfajftion. See alfo the next 
note (50). 

(T) This is the common opi¬ 
nion, though there are not 
wanting thofe who give him a 
quite different chara£ter, and 
charge him with having afpired 
to the crown, when made gene¬ 
ral of the Chinefe forces, and 
to have betrayed the young em. 
peror to the Tartars^ for which 
he was afterwards call by them 
into a prifon at Pe-king^ where 
he died (51}. We fhall only 


(ce) Dottb Amhajff, Palaf x, Conflet, Du HuUtf «/. 
Ogiily't CiiuUf vtl. ii> p. 49. • 


(51) Vide 

ebferve 
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it was that Induced at length the Tartar monarch, who 
looked upon him as one of the mofl; powerful obftacles to his 
reducing the few remaining provinces, to try to gain him to 
his intereft by the greateft offers, and faireft promifes (U), 
Thefe he reje6fed with haughtinefs and fcom $ and, being 
fully refolved to defend his prince to the laft, fent anambafly 
to Japartf to procure fome forces from that monarch, which 


obferve at prefent under this 
head, that the Dutch then fet> 
tied ziFormofiit or rather TVy?- 
•wan (52), having given him 
fome umbrage, either by their 
carryinz on too great, or per¬ 
haps iome illicit, trade with 
China and Japan^ for which he 
fcnt them a threatening meffage 
that he would drive them from 
that ifland, they fent him an 
ambalTy, and agreed to pay him 
30,000 crowns a year for their 
liberty of commerce; and, 
among other prefents, a golden 
fceptre and crown, engaging 
themfelves to aiSft him with all 
their forces, in cafe he took 
the Hep hinted at by the pre¬ 
fent I and we are told, that he 
never made any other fhew or 
ufe of it, than to have it car¬ 
ried about among other orna¬ 
ments of his wardrobe. 

(U) Thefe promifes were 
made to him by the Chine/e 
mandarin lately made viceroy 
of Nan-king \ in which, among 
other things, he aflured him of 
his being made viceroy, or even 
king, of the two provinces of 
Fo-kycn and ^ribng-tong ; or, if 
he infilled upon it, Ihould only 
pay homage to theTar/nr empe¬ 
ror for them. This offer Ching^ 
thi long not only xejeflod with 
fcorn, but treated the Tar¬ 
tar as a robber and ufurper; 
and vowed, that he would 
not only defend the few pro¬ 
vinces itill. unconquered, but 


that he would ufe his utmofi: 
power to recover all the reft to 
the imperial family of China. 
It is true, when he was after¬ 
wards taken prifoner by the 
Tartars^ and this haughty an- 
fwer was laid before the empe¬ 
ror againft him, he denied it to 
be his, as he was forced to do 
:nany other accufations laid to 
his charge. What was ftill 
more furprifing, thofe very mi- 
nifters of the Chinefe 
whom he had corrupted by his 
vaft bribes in the laft reign, be¬ 
ing now gone over to the Tar~ 
tarst became his moll inveterate 
accufers; fo that, knowing their 
rapacious temper, he had re- 
courfe to his former expedient 
of cramming them with frelk 
gifts, which at once ftopped 
their mouths, and all farther 
accufations; and he at length 
was acquitted with honour and 
applaule. 

As for the feveral battles 
which he fought againft the 
Tartars during about fix months 
before he was made prifoner, 
we only hear that they were 
very bloody ones, without any 
farther particulars of the fucce4 
of them. The relations do no^ 
fo much as hint whether he was 
taken in one of them, or in 
defending any of the imperial 
cities; neither is it certainly 
known what became of him at 
laft, fo dark and contrary are 
the accounts , we have about it. 


( 5*1 yidcOgilky's Chins f ubi Jufi See affo befire, p, 4!}. 57. Sf atib. 

was 
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finer to 
Pe-king. 

Long-vu 
put to 
death. 
Ching- 
chi-long 
fuhmits to 
the Tar¬ 
tars. 
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"wis however refufi^ on account of its being ieht not by the em¬ 
peror, but from a fubje6t. This did not difcourage^im from 
maiung a noble defence; and feveral battles, vire are tdd, trere 
fought with great bravery on both fides; till at length the 
brave Ching-cfn 4 <mg was taken prifoner, and fent to Pe-king ; 
upon the news of which, the unfortunate^Lon^-vn foon found 
himfelf dUappcanted of all his hopes, ail the cities of that pro¬ 
vince opening their gates to the conqueror j and himfelf, whe¬ 
ther betrayed by Chirtg-chi^ong, as fome pretend, or hurried 
through his ill fate into their hands, was deprived at once of 
his life and crown. And then it was that Ching-chi-long, now 
in the hands of the Tartars^ and envied and hated by the 
court more on account of his great wealth and glofy than of 
his fidelity to his prince, went over to the Tartar intCreft, to 
rid himfelf from the many profecutions they had laid againft 
him ; which ftep he could then take with lefs difhonour to 
himfelf, not only as Long-vu, for whom he had declared him¬ 
felf, was now dead ; but as he knew his powerful fleet to be 
ftill under the command of his own fon the brave Ching-chi- 
hong, pf whofe loyalty to the imperial family of China he 
was fully fatisfied. Some relations pretend that he was not 
taken prifoner ; but invited to a grand feaft at court by the 
Tartar monarch, and was conduced thither with honour; 
and that he accepted of the invitation, in hopes of obtaining 
the highell dignities there ; but, as this doth not appear fuit- 
able to his character and behaviour in other cafes, we rather 
think he was carried thither prifoner. 


The reft of HOWEVER, the Tartars had by this time fo far proceeded 
the pro- in their conqueft, that there remained but few that flood firm 
•vtnees re- ^ imperial family; and thefc one of the conqueror’s 
ducea. uncle?, named by fome relations Peli-pu-vtang, or Peli-pa- 
ovan, was fent with a powerful army to reduce, who was 
moreover made viceroy, or, as others fay, king, of thofe pro¬ 
vinces, which were ^ang-fi and ^ang-tong, befides that 
of Fa-kyen lately furrendered to him. He fent accordingly a 
vaft body of troops into that of ^ang-tong, where one of 
the imperial family of China had been proclaimed emperor; 
but had only a few daflardly troops, which had already (W) 
fumed their backs more than once to the conquering Tartars^ 
and were expe^ed to do fo again on their firfl appearance. 


(W) The Chtnefe pelationi do ate over-agiiiift Ma-eau, the 
xtot tell us the name of this new Partugutfe had a much better in- 
ttoitat«h, thoogk they are mote telligence of them than of what 
(ixa£l and fult as to the other was done in others more le- 
tratifaftions that happened in diote. 
tliis province, which being fitu- « 

3 


The 
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The capital, where he ther^iielided, was indeed very (Irongly 
fQrtih^d,^ and populous enough to have maintained a itege, 
had it been better garrifoned ; nevertheiefs Ibme relations af- * 
that about" twenty of the Tartarian horfe, having en- Quang- 
tered it, and riding about the llreets in a hoflile manner, put tong m- 
the whole place into fuch confternation, that the army, which teredlytbt 
'yfz& then about half a day’s march from it, had nothing to Tartan, 
do but to enter it in triumph, and take pofleihon of it, without 
ineeting with the lead oppofition *; but that feems altogether 
invent^ to expofe the Chine/e nation for not having better 
defended their country and liberty; and it is more probable 
that that metropolis, which, belides its garrifon, fuch as it 
was, contained above 200,0c o inhabitants, moll of them rich 
and opulent Qo fay nothing of its having been made a repo- 
litory of immenfe treafures from other parts, as a place of 
more Hrength and fafety], made a vigorous defence j and ac- ^ 
cordingly we are told by others, that it fuftained a vigorous vigorous 
liege near a whole twelvemonth before it fiinTiKJoied tu the defines, 
Tartar general, who, on that account, p-juidtied it to be plun¬ 
dered three whole days. On the firf: night of their entering it, a fitet 
a powerful fleet, which brought a cordiderablc reinforcement, comes to its 
appeared on the canal of Cauion^ and carac up to the town ; defencsi 
but, finding the place already in the polMion of the enemy, but comes 
were fo exafperated at it, that they let fire to the new city, too late. 
which was the finell and richell part of the whole, and then the 
put to lea again. The city was plundered, and burnt to 
ulhes ; and the young emperor, being found concealed among 
feme fiuthful friends, was put to de:ith in the fortieth day of'^^* away. 
his reign, and with him all his adherents. The plunder 
which was found in it, during the three days it was left to 
the mercy of the army, amounted to an immenfe value; and 
indignities and cruelties which w'ere committed againfl: the 
inhabitants, without diltinftion of age, fex, or quality, were 
no l^s dreadful. At length the generals put an end to both; 

SK&d, having rellored good order and government in that me¬ 
tropolis, fet about the reduftion of the reft of the province ; 
and met with fo little refinance In it, that they completed it 
in a very little time. 

They marched next into the province of ^uangfit where Qaang-li 
they met with" a quite different reception; and where ThotHas makes a 
KyUf then viceroy of it, and Luke Chm, generalilfimo of the nobleftani 
Chinefe forces, both Chriltians and brave warriors, engaged the 
them with fuch infrepidity, that they intirely defeated and 
pui;. them, to flight. After this, the viftorious army pro- ‘defeats 


* Vide Dv Halde, Palafox, & al. fop. citat. 


claimed 
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Yottfig- claimed a new emperor of the Mie/e family, named Toung- 
lyc prr fye, then Idr^'of the metropolis of the fH’Ovince^ 

eliimtU ch^, and removed his court to Shau-king (X), alias Xao-' 
tm^ror. chin^ the Only city in the province of ^mng-tong that flood 
firm againil the Tartars^ and refufed to fubmit to them. 

The news of their late viflory, and of the ele£lion of a 
new emperor, was foon fpread through the other provinces; 
^he Chi- ^ eficftually revived the courage of the Chinefet that a 
Bcfe re- commander, who had got together a new army in the pro- 
Jume /-&«>vrace of Fo-kyen^ began to recover feveral cities from the 
vigour. Tartars-, whilft the brave Ching-chi-kong (Y), the fon of 
Chmg-chi-longt at the head of a numerous Chinefe fleet, did 
Cbing- o*' fea-coafts. This new admiral, ftill more 

chi-kong zealous for the imperial Chinefe family than his father, per- 
md his formed many noble exploits againft the Tartars, in which he 
defeat met at firll with great fuccefs. He took feveral confiderable 
sbeTzx- places from them, as the city of Hay-cfnng, in the province 
tars. q£ fo^kyen, where he cut in pieces the Tartar army fent to 
relieve it; that of Wen-chew, in the province of Che-kyang, 
Driven by b^an-king in Kyang-nan, and many others. The misfortune 
them tt) ^vas, thk his good fuccefs did not follow him long, before 
Formofa. he met with fo total a defeat, that he was quite driven out of 
China by the Tartars, and forced to direft his views another 
way, viz. againfl the ifland of Formofa, where he was in 
hopes to ere^l a new kingdom, after he had driven the Dutch 
out of it. 


(X) This young monarch had 
for his chief counfellor an eu« 
nuch, named Fan-Achilles, who 
was a very zealous Chriftian, 
by whofc intereftf ather Andrew 
Koffier was permitted to inftru£l 
his royal mother, his queen, and 
cldeft fon, in the truths of Chrif- 
tianity, who all received bap- 
tifm from him; and it was ex- 
pedled, that this monarch would 
one day be the Conjfantine of 
the Chinefe nation, which name 
they gave him with that view 
when he was himfelf baptized; 
and we are told, that thefe illuf- 
trious converts did, by his con- 
fent, depute Father Miebetl 
Boyn to Betne, to pay a filial obe¬ 
dience to the holy fee in their 
names. 


(Y) This is the fame that is 
called Cexinga in the Dutch 
Amhaffy, and whom they charge 
with having driven them out of 
Formofa, or Tay-wan, contrary 
to the articles agreed on between 
them: but they fay nothing of 
the provocation they gave nifli 
for it,«vix. their feizingfome of 
his Ibips as they were failing to¬ 
wards theeafternpiovinces widt 
money to pay his forces there { 
by which ai4ppointment they 
difbanded themfelves ; and he, 
in a fit of d^pair, a)^ relent- 
ment againfl their treachery, 
failed diref|ly againft them, and 
drave them from tliat ifland, as 
we (hall have farther occafitmte 
(hew. 

' Hews VSR, 
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However, there were, IMfides thofe two, fome others who 7be ChL. 
appeared^narms at the fame time for the new Chinefe monarch, nefe re-^ 
particulai ly the viceroy of Kyang-ft, who fhook off the 
and defeated the Tartars in feveral engagements. Soon after 
this there appeared two other chiefs in the northern parts, 
one named Ho, and the other Kyang, each at the head of a 
‘numerous army which they had newly raifed. The firft HoV fue- 
marched direfUy into the province of Shen-Jt, and made him- cef$ w 
ielf mailer of fame coniiderable cities in ^at province; and Shen-fi, 
the other, following him into it with an army of 140,000 
horfe, and a much greater number of foot, defeated the 
Tartars in two engagements; and threw them into fuch a 
panic, that they cUred not appear any more in the field. - , 
Yet this did not deter the reft of them from puihing on their 
good fortune; for they made a fecond attempt on the city 
^ Shau’king, where the Chinefe monarch redded; and which 
made fo vigorous a defence, that they were obliged to aban¬ 
don it. They met a fecond rcpulfc on the frontiers of the ffhe Tar- 
province, whither the Chitiefc monarch had gone to meet tars often 
them, and was the firil that had the courage to do fo during repu^. 
this war, and gave them a frefh defeat. But the moft dread- Chang- 
ful general that took up arms againfl them was one named hyea- 
Chang-hyen-chang, who afted.more like a devil incarnate than changV 
a Chinefe chief, making the moft dreadful havock in the weft- 
ern provinces; and, after having exercifed the moft horrid 
cruelties in thofe of Ho-nan, Kyang-nan, and Kyang-Ji, turned 
his whole fury againft that of Sc-efrwen, where he committed 
the moft unheard-of outrages and barbarities (Z); and did 

not 

(Z) This monflrotis brate, the title of emperor. A little 
who could be affable to none after, double the number of li- 
but his foldiers, with whom he terati, whom he pretended to 
would converfe and caroufe with confult about fome affairs, were 
great familiarity, put the king likewife butchered, on pretence 
of Cbing-^tu-fu, the metropolis that they, by their fophiftry and 
of Se-e^en, to death, though fubtluties, ftirred up the people 
he was a prince of the laft Clir- to rebel. Being about to depart 
nefe dynafty ; and, where-ever from he ordered all 

he conquered, he governed with the inhabitants to be led out of 
fuch atyrannic fway, that if any that city in chains, and to be 
man committed a &ult, though mallacred in the fields, to the 
ever fo final], he caufed him, number of 60,000 ; and did 
and all the people that lived not leave that province till he 
in the fame fixeet, to be put to had burnt its capital, and feve- 
death. He caufed 5000 eu- ral other cohfiderable cities. He 
nuchs to be murdered, becaufe was no lefs cruel to his own 
one of them refufed to give him troops, ordering them to kill 

their 



49 ^ B. L 

ti0t it tUl be ha 4 burnt tbe|cUpiti4,,.and other cides, aivl 
fiM tbem with rtim. ao^llahghter. Heneztadvaince^ towards 
that Qi &tta-Jf where he was preparing xo give the Tartars 
Taxtm- bptt|e> He was aliead]^ got near their army when he was 
tcddi that five warHors weie feen upon the hijls; upon wht^ 
be went to view them,, without fiaying to put on dither h4‘' 
mat or cutraf?; but was fcarcdy got in %ht oS. them, before’ 
^ he was foot through the heart with an arrow. His army was 
deaths amt foon after difperf^; and the people of that province, iWing 
Msam^ themfolves free horn the danger of that bloody monfter, 
dijftrfed, readily recdved the Tartars^ and fuhnutted themfclves to 
tb^> 


Thf Tar- B u T, by this time, fo many ill fucceffes obliged the Tartars 
tars havt ^ recourfe to ftratagem ; and partly by bribes, rewards, 
rmoar/e /0 and pFomifes, and partly by fowing divifions and jealouites 
Jiratagem^ an^g |he Chinefe ctmimanders [which iaft proved the moil; 
tmdregain effisftudTj; repined in a few years all the places tluiy had loft, 
their Jf^es. and obliged the Ctmefe forces to fubmit. As for the city 

Skau-kingy it had fuiFered fo much by that time, that, upon 
Shatt- *be Tartan befiegiog it afrefo, Tomg~lye, not bei^ in a condi- 
kingyifr- tion to defond it agalnft their powmul army, found himfeif 
renmrt^ obliged to abandon it to them, and to retire into the provunm 
of and afterwards into that of Tun-nan, 

Prinsi Th*! year after the reduftion of Can-ton, which was the 
A-ina- twwtjt-^hth of the fcventy-third cycle, died the great A-ma- 
wanV 


d$Sfth» 


fosw wi v w , becatde they were 
an ineutnbranee in time of war; 
and fet them an example, by 
cutting the throats o( three htin- 
dred.of hia own, referving only 
twenty, to wait on the three 
Uttcens (5j). 

^ A s he pretended to be a great 
friend to the Chrifoans, he 
bb^isd ro fome of the miffion- 
aries^ that he had deftroyed 
ao^oeo bonzas, on acconnt of 
one bf that order having taifed 
• per&ctttion agaiad them; celt^ 
fome of thofe fathers, foat 
£f$rw gf heaven had Jiat him 
to thofe mfcreanu, naho 

had i^Attidcd to take away tkar 


lives. The fame author adds 
(54), that he profefied fuch a 
veneration foe the law of Chrift, 
that he promifed, when became 
to the empire, to ereft a mag¬ 
nificent tem|de to God. For 
this he hath been reprefented 
by a late ingenious writer f as 
a perfon of Jew^ extraA, for 
claiming a commili^n ftdna Qod 
for all his murders and vil? 
lainies, aii4 fos Qdra^t 
Cdnjlanfine, ais being, in his opi¬ 
nion, fo li]^ the Go^jmtin/ of 
Pome i hx& wlfo whatjuffip^ft, 
or reprd dfoer to foe law' or 
gpfpm* the reader jndge,' 


f 5^'^ tbupH, t>M Hmlio, Sf «it (54), Cn^ht Mmonh, Sink, 

tkfonnt, f. ^<4. if fMk in Pml, On 8iU$ L a. SS8, f St* non 


van. 
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vofit unde guardian to the young Tartar monarch Sbm^ Chr, 

chit to the great regret not only of the whole court, and Tar* »? 
tar nation, but of the fubdued Chinefe alfo, among whom he 
was highly efteemed for his gentle tieatmeat of, and lingular 
humanity towards, them j fo that he might be juftly looked 
upon as the chief perfon who fixed the Tartar family now 
feigning upon the throne. His brother, who had a fmall 
fovereignty in the fouthern provinces, claimed a right to the 
guardianlhip of the young emperor; but he being then four- Shun-chi 
teen years old, and married to a daughter of the prince of tbt 
the wellern Tartars^ that claim was oppofed by all the ’if 
grandees, and the young monarch decmei capable of govern- 
ing alone. They evencaufed the enfigns of their refpeftive 
dignities to be hung at the gates of the palace; protefting, 
that they would receive them again from no other hands than 
thofe of Shun-chi. As foon as it was refolved that he fliould Gains the 
take upon himfelf the reins of government, the young mon- hearts ef 
arch did it in fuch a manner, as could not fail of gaining the 
hearts of all his fubjefts. Inllead of Ihutting himfelf up in 
the imperial palace, as was the cuftom of the Chinefe 
rors, he began his reign with (hewing himfelf in public, and 
giving free accefs to his perfon. But what charmed the Chi¬ 
nefe nation above all tlungs, was, his extreme moderation, 
and the lingular and unhoped-for regard which he pmd to 
their antient laws and government; in which, contrary to the 
iifual cullom of other conquerors, he did not make any alter¬ 
ation, except in a few particular cafes; and would not lb 
much as permit them to learn the Tartarian language with¬ 
out his fpecial licence. He alfo retained their fix fupreme trU 
bunals, but would admit them to fit no-where but at Pe¬ 
king i and ordered that there Ihould be a Tartar as well as a 
Chinefe prefident in each of them, and that thofe of Nan¬ 
king Ihould be fupprelled. 

He continued to bellow the government of provinces and PeStifes 
cities on the literati; but aboUflied that abominable fame gnat 

of their examiners, of licenfing perfons for money who were ahufa. 
not duly qualified for it. He even condemned thirty-fix of 
the former to be beheaded for that male praflice, and cauled 
the latter to undergo a frelh examination; pardoning thofe 
who were found qualified for their degrees, and baniihing 
the reft, with their families, into Tartary^ which is fince be¬ 
come the common place of exile for great offenders ; as the 
propereft means of peopling thofe vaft defarls is, that the chil¬ 
dren who are born there may more effedlually contrafl a na¬ 
tural confmroity to the manners and difpofition of the Tar¬ 
tars. With regard to the Chigefe troops, which, upon their 
Mod. Hist. VoL.Vill. li fob- 
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Favours fabmii&on, were incorporated 4hth his own» though he left 
the ChU a great many of thdr own officers to command tjbem, efpe- 
nefe. cialJy if they were dther well fkilled in the martial difcipline, 
or were defcended from confiderable families, in which laft 
cafe they were rather a kind of hoftages to him; but ftill he 
commonly fet fome of his own Tartars over them. And as 
to civil employments, he was ftill lefs fcrupulous; and let 
fuch of the Chinefct as were found qiialiiied for them, enjoy 
them, as. they had under their native princes; or even raifed 
them to fome of the highefi, if their dcfert intitlcd them to 
it; though he frequently found occafion to Icflen their exor¬ 
bitant power, and in fome cafes to reduce it to a mere hono- 
' rary title. But ftill all this was done with fo much candour 

and judgment, as plainly fhewed thofc neceffary alterations to 
be more for the common good of the empire than the fup- 
port of his government. 

Lows end SHUN-CHI was no lefs efteemed for his love of learning, 
eneourages and the great progrefs he had made in feva al of the fciences, 
learning, gven much beyond his years, as well as for the kind reception 
Heaps fa^ which learned men met with from him and his court. Among 
vours on thofe who were moft in his favour, was Father Adam School, 
ihejefiuts, of whom we have had occafion to fpeak, on another account, 
farticu- ajjj ^hom he always honoured with the title of Ma-fa, or 
M.y father. We need .not repeat here the vaft improvements 
which the Chinefe obfervatory, and aftronoinical and other 
fchools, received from that learned Jefuit, and others of his 
fociety, under that monarch, who made him prefident erf 
the* tribunal of the mathematics, that he might reform their 
aftronomy and calendar, and deprived the Mohammedans of 
that dignity, after they had been in poflelTion of it above 
TnuoCbri- 3^° years. The intereft which the extraordinary learning 
pian of thofe miffionaries gdiined them at the impend court, did 
eburches not a little contribute to the advancement of Chriftianity there, 
iuiit in his efpeclally, as Father School had tlus fpecial privilegfe granted 
capita, to him, of prefenting his petitions into his own hands, without 

paffing through the ufual examination of the tribunals; info- 
much that two handfome churches were built at Pe-king, by 
the authority and proteftion of the emperor, 

AmhaJfj Five years after Shun-chi had taken the reins of the empire 
from the into his hands, arrived the Hrft ambaHy from the czar, or 
€zarun- grand duke of Mufeovy, to him; W’hich, however, did-not 
/sueefsful, meet with a favourable reception, the ambaflador refufing to 
ccanply with the Chinefe ceremonies. Next to that, arrived 
one from Holland-, which did not prove more fuccefsful, 
, thoDgh this was rather owing .to the influence which the Je- 

fttits 


Father 

Schaal. 
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faie then had then over Iflfe emperor, than to the Dutchxt- , 
fuHag to fabmit to the formalities of the Chinefe court. * • 

Three years after, Ching*ching-kong, alias Coxinga, who Coxinga 
had. been left commander of the numerous fleet belonging to hefifga 
his father, after having contented himfelf, for foine time, with 
making incurfions, and plundering the coaflis of China^ came, ^^“8* 

* at* length, and befieged the city of Nan-king, with about 
3000 ‘tops. A council of war being called, by the viceroy 
of the province, who was a young Chinefe mandarin, a Tartar 
chiei' declared, that it could ndl be defended, unlefs its nu¬ 
merous inhabitants were deftroyed. Upon which the young 
governor bravely replied, “ If that be the cafe, you mufl: be- 
gin the butchery with me which flopped tht Tartar 9 
mouth, and faved the lives of fomc myi;ia(ls df citizens. The 
fiege had gone on about three weeks, when Coxinga^s birth¬ 
day caufed an univerfal rejoicing through the bcfiegers camp, 
which lafled three whole days; during which, there was 
nothing feen but feafling, carouflng, and all manner of di- 
verfions. When the bclleged came to be apprifed 01 it, they 
unanimoufly agreed to fally out upon them, with all*poflIble 
filence, about midnight, and found them all drowned in fleep, ea??ip 
and fo overcome with wine, that they eafily furprifed them, 
and deftroyed about 3000 of them, and forced the reft to 
flee, with all halle, to thcii fliips, leaving their camp, pro- 
vifions, and baggage, behind. To repair this lofs and dif- * 

grace, he ordered his fleet to fail immediately after that of 
the Tartars, and engaged it with fuch defperatc fury, that Succefs 
he funk and took a great number of their Ihips; and having againjl tie 
put the reft to flight, cut off the nofes and ears of his pri- 'l artars. 
fcMiers, and fet them on Ihore, to the number of 4000. All 
thefe unfortunate wretches were, foon after, put to death, 
under pretence that they ought to have died fword in hand, 
but in reality to conceal the foame of that defeat. 

COXINGA, after this viiftory, thought it dangerous to 
return to China, where the Tartar daily gained ground, and 
began to think of executing what he had threatened againft the 
Dutch ; and, 4 n the year 1661, and feventeenth of Shim-chi's Sails to 
reign, fet faU direftly towards the ifland of Fonnofa, with a Forinofa, 
fleet of 900 fail, and took the iilands of Pen-gu and Tay-iuan 
in his way, the Dutch not having had time to fortify tliem- 
fclves in either of them; fo that they furrendci ed to him, on 
bis firft appearance (B). He left loo of his fhlps there, to 

guard 


(B) The was an .alliance 

binted a little higher, had ma4,e long his father, and paid him 

I i a a tribute 
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end ht* gaard tkem,iisvd with the reft wenf a\id befieged Formfut where 

ftgis^ • the Dutch made fuch a ftout defence againft him with theif 
cannon, that he began to defpair of mftering them, as he had 
brought no anilleiy againft them. On the other hand, he 
was mraid, if the liege lafted too long, l£ft they ihould lend 
to Batavia for a reinforcement, and force him to wife it,^ 
and if he was drove thence, he knew not where to fur next, 
eftd all which obliged him to purfue it, at all events. At length 
fortune fo far favoured him, that, after four months, they 
were forced to furrender to him, for want of provifion. 
They were, however, fufFered to carry off their effefts with 
them, whilft he difperfed his troops all over that part of the 
SettUs his ifland which is now poffeffed by the Chincfe^ and eftablilhed 
ntw king- kingdom there. From this time that ifland put on 

*^Chr ^ being fettled after the Chinefe 

ib^z his new kingdom, but 

Dies and about a year after, and left it to his fon Ching-king- 

isfiucteded^o.y* wlio, having been bred up to ftudy, took little care to 
ih his fon 

Ching- a tribute of 30,000 crowns for us nothing of it; but reprefent 
king. their liberty, accufe his fon of his cafe as defperate, and him 
treachery, and of coming upon as having no place to take 
them unawares; fo that, truft- fanAuary in, and fecure him- 
ing on the treaty between them, felf ^ainft the refeatment of 
they had taken no care to the TarMrj, but his making 
flrengthen themfelves. And yet, himfelf mailer of thofe iflands; 
it is plain, by their own con- yet, if we may believe other 
feffion and behaviour, that they relations, they will tell tts, that 
were confeious of having done they had given him the greatefi: 
(bmetbing to incur his anger, caufe of wrecking all his rage 
feeing they conceived fuch an againft them, feeing they had 
apprraenfion at fome of his na- intercepted fome pan of his 
vai preparations, that they fent fleet, in which he had fent mo*- 
kirn a frefli ambafly, to know ney and provifioas, to pay fome 
whether he intended peace or of his forces in the ootth-eaftern 
war with them. The ambigu- provinces, who were in the ut- 
ous anfwer he gave to them, moft want of both, and did 
nat •Lvben he looked tonwards one aAually abandon him, upon 
point of the cempafs^ he defigned their hearing of thofe (hips be- 
to fleer to’wards another ^ with- ing feiaed; by which difap- 
out explaining himfelf further pointment, his condition was 
as to their queftion, did no lefs become indeed as defperate, 
alarm them; (b that Iw was far as they fay, and he had am 
enough from finding them fo other refource left, but at once 
unprovided, as they pretend. to go and avenge himfelf of 
As to the caufe of his treat- their treachery, and to fortify 
ing them in that hoftile and fe- himfelf, and his few rem^uing 
vere manner, though they fidl for8«s» in that ifland. 


Improve 
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improve what his father had, with fo much pains, acquired. 

T)^ indolence did not a little cool the zeal and courage of 
his people for fome time, tin a new occafion revh'ed their mar¬ 
tial fpirit, as we ihall lee In the fequel. 

By this time the Tartars had jbeen fo fuecefsful in the con¬ 
tinent, that they had reduced moft of their oppofeis. Neither 
had Shuri'cln any competitor to the imperial crown, but the 
unfortunate Toung-lye ;• and he had been driven out of China, 
and taken fanituary at the court of Pe-gti, where he ftill was 
honoured with the title of emperor. The kingdom of Pe-gu 
being contiguous to the province of Tun-nan, and Shwi-chi, 
having reafon to fear fome frefh difturbances fronts thence, • 
font fome troops thitherward, w-ith a threatening letter to the 
king of Pe-gu, that, if he did not deliver up the fugitive 
prince, he would put his kingdom to fire and fword. Upoji 
which that monarch, not being in a condition to cope with Voung- 
hiro, immediately furrendered him, with his whole family, to lyg de/i- 
the Tartars, who conduced him to Pe-king, vvhere he was •vered «p 
quickly after ftrangled. As to the two queens, his mother, /« Shun- 
and confort, who wrere brought back with him, they had chi. 
each a feparate apartment allotted them, in the royal palace, 
where they were honourably treated, and lived and died in 
the Chriftjan f 4 th, which they had been converted to by 
Father Schaal, 

The fame year proved fatal to the emperor, who fell paf- Shun-chi 
fionately in love with a young married lady; and having ufed marriei a 
her hufband, a young Tartar lord, with fome indignity, 
which broke his heart, foon after raifed his widow to the w/Vuw. 
imperial dignity. He had afterwards a fon by her, whofe 
birth was celebrated with the greateft magnificence; but the fxuf- 
child dying in three months, and the mother foon after, that jt^ue grief 
monarch, upon the news of it, was felzeJ with fuch grief, at her 
that he fnatched a fword, and would have killed hlmfelf, had death, 
not his mother and eunuchs prevented it. He ordered after¬ 
wards that thirty men ftiould voluntarily facrifice theii lives 
to her manes, after the Tartarian cuftom, a ceremony juftly 
abhorred by the Chinefe, and fince abolifiied by his fuccefibr. 

He caufed her body to be burned on a magnificent pile, and, 
with a flood of tears, gathered up her afhes into a filver urn. 

After which, he gave himfelf up to grief, and to the fuper- fUsfti. 
llitions of the bonzaic feft, which he ufed formerly to treat and 
with contempt, and, in a few days, was reduced to fuch tajiverdf,, 
extremity, that his life was defpaired of. Father Schaaf, 
for whom he had always had fo great an efieem, waited upon 
him, and drove all he could to divert, or reafon, him out of 
his 4'-*cp melancholy, hot in vain j he heard all he had to 

I i 3 fay 
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fay patience, forbade him to kned to Him, And miidle 




Death, 


him drink tea ‘with him, and, with his ufnal klnclnefs, dif- 

mUIed him; and, as foon as he was gone, ordared^four lords 

of his court to draw near to him, and, in their prefence, tc- 

cufed himiielf of a great variety of faults he had beeii guilty 

of, ditring his government; fuch as, his ingratitnde to his 

moil faitluiil minifters, his difregard to the counfels of *his 

mother, his avarice and idle expences -in vain curioiities, hk 

aifeflion to the eunuchs, and inordinate palHoa f&r the late 

queen, and the affllflions- which he had occaiioned to his 

people. After this, he appointed them guardians to his 

youngeft fon Kang-ht^ whom he declared his fucceflbr, 

though tlien but eight years old; then calling for his imperial 

mantle, he put it on, and Ihrunk himfelf in his bed, faying. 

Now I leave you ; and expired in an inflant, in the twenty- 

fourth. year of his age, and feventeenth of his reign. On the 

next morning, the bonzas were all driveh out of the palace, 

and the corpfe of the deceafed emperor was inclofed in a 

Kang-hi magnificent coffin; and the day after, Kang’hi mounted the 

declared, throne,, and received the homage of all the grandees of the 
emperor. 

II. KANG-HI was not only endowed with all the princely 
Kaog'hi q^jalities that could render him worthy of, and an ornament 
imperial diadem, but was likewife very happy in his 
Jfw 'cir. noble guardians, who made it their chief ftudy to pre- 
i66a. * emjMre in a peaceable and flouri/hing condition. 

They began with driving all the eunuchs out of the palace, 
except looo, whom they kept only to be employed in the 
Towtts on loweft offices of it. They next publilhed an edift, com- 
the/ea- manding all the inhabitants of the fea-coafts, on pain of 
eoajis de- death, to leave their dwellings, and to retire, and fettle 
Jtroyed. themfelves, three leagues diflance from the fea; and by 
which all the maritime cities, towns, and fortrefles, were to 
be demolifhed, and all commerce by fea abfolutely forbid. By 
this means, the power of the great fea commander Ching- 
ching-kong vrzs indeed greatly impaired; but it no lefs af- 
feiSfed the fifhing trade of the fubjefls; fo that an infinite 
number of families, who wholly fubfifted by it, were reduced 
to want. 

Severe After this, came forth a fevere edift againft the Chri- 
odiA Itian converts, all whofe churches were demolifhed; and the 


ajrttiifjl ihe city of Ma^kau in danger of fharing the fame fhte, had not 
Otripleats. Father Schaal, whofe intereft at court waS ftill very great, 
prevented it, by employing all his friends there to procure to 
that city an exemption from the general edift againfl Chri- 
ftlaoity. For this, he, and three more of the fame fociety, 

wer^ 
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were,' fame time after, ijipiifbned, and loaded with Irons 
and infiuny, upon the petition of one of the literati to the re- * * 

gency, in which both the mUfionaries and their reli^on were 
reprefented in the moft odious colours, and both, in a fhort 
time, totally fupprelled, as we have already ftiewn, in a for- 
^mer fe£tion 

is the fifth year of K<mg‘hV% reign, died the great Sp-ni, So-ni tht 
chief of the four regents; when the young emperor, taking thief re- 
the government into his own hands, began to give eminent 
tokens of that great reputation which he aftawards acquired 
during the fequel of his reign, the moft glorious and fiourifh- 
ing that ever was. Soon after the death of that regent, came 
on the difgrace of Su-ka-ma, the next in credit to him, againft Su-ka-mt 
whom were exhibited twenty articles of accufation. Upon fecond 
which his effects were confifeated, and a moft cruel fentence regent, dif- 
pronounced againft him ;* which was, however, fo far miti* graced,and 
gated by the emperor, that he was only ftrangled, feven of 
his children beheaded, and his third Ion cut ijato pieces. 

Which fevere puniftiment was looked upon, by the Chriftians 
there, as juftly deferved by him, for the ill offices^e had 
privately done to them, and their religion. About two years Porta- 
after, arrived the Portuguefe amballadors at the Chine/e gvnke 
court, and met with an honourable reception; which did hajfadors 
not a little contribute to the eftablifliment of that nation 
at the city of Ma-kau. On t;he next year. Father Ver- 
bieji, who had been ordered to examine all the fiiults in the 
Chinefe calendar, made by the fucceflbr of Father School, in 
the chair of prefident of the mathematics, was promoted lo 
that place; and the other, named Tang-qumg-fyen, who had 
Cbt all the bonzas and Mohammedans againft the Chriftlan 
religion, was not only turned put of it with difgrace, but 
even condemned to dip, on account of the many blunders that gather 
were found in his calendar, Verbieji, who did at the fame Verbieft 
time inftruft the young pmperor in the mathematics for about pleads far 
five months, made ufe of all his intereft with that monarch the Chrif 
to reftore the Chriftians to his favour, by reprefenting to him 
the injuftice fcf thofe calumnies that had been raifed againft 
them; but all he cquld obtain was the recalling of the nuf> 
fionaries, and a declaration from the aflembly of mandarins, 
that the Chriftlan religion taught notliing that was evU, or 
tending to feditlon: however, they were exprefly ibrlfid to 
build any churches, and the Chinefe to embrace Chriftianity, U-fan- 
the twelfth year of Kang-hVs reign, U-fm-gh^^ who ghey rc- 
l^d invited the Tartars into China, to fuj^refs the revpiters ^olts, 

? Vide fupra, p. 159, & feq. & 131, & feq, 

I 4 i there. 
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Jfi. Chr, thei'e, and had been fmce made %. tributary (bveFeign of a 
1674. fmall principality, as has been elfewhere hinted, being by 
tills time become flrong^ enough, not only to make himfelf 
independent, but to deliver his country from their yoke, had 
already taken fuch meafures, as gaye the court no fmall fu- 
fpicion of his intentions. He was thereupon invited by the 
emperor to come thither; but Tent back his deputies with 
Anpuetr t9 this anfwer, *that he dejigned not to come thither^ tmlefs in 
the trnpe- company tf 80,000 men \ and, as foon as they were gone, 
made a public declaration of his delign. He had made him¬ 
felf mafter of the provinces of Tun-nan^ Se-cfriven^ ^ey~ 
chew, and part of Hu-quang ; and, which is a mark of the 
* imperial prerogative, had fent the Chinefe calendar to the 

neighbouring princes, and, among the reft, to the king of 
Tong-king, who all refufed it, and fent it back to the em¬ 
peror ; Upon which U-fan-ghey’s 'fon, then at court, was 
His ^rofrg condemned to be beheaded. Soon after this, the kings of 
allimce ; Fo-kyen and ^tang-tong did likewife declare war againft the 
Tartars, and were joined by Ching-ching-may, the fon of 
Coxinga, and now king of Formo/a; fo that Kang-hi would 
have h^d a powerful alliance againft him, if all thofe princes 


had a^ed in concert, and in behalf of the common liberty. 
hrokettm Pm they -vvere foon divided by fuch unhappy jealoufies, as 
quickly turned the fcales in favour of the Tartars (C), and 
U-fan- left V-fan-ghey to fight alone for the Chinefe caufe; who 

ghey dies, being by this time much advanced in years, and full of 
A/f.Cbr. 

grief at his misfortunes and difappointments, died foon after, 
not before he had feen himfelf ftripped again of great part of 
the provinces which he had gained before. For, immediately 
Upon the fatal rupture of his allies, Kc^ng-hi fent feverd 


(C) Ching-ehing-nuy was the of that monarch’s agents; and 
firft who broke this alliance, that the young king of 
and fell out with the king of who had fliewn himfelf fo care- 
Fa^fyen, under pretence that he lefs and indifferent about his 
had not paid him the honour due new kingdom, was privately in« 
to his rank; upon which he de- ffneneed from the fame quarter 
clared war againft him, defeat- to fall foul on tbo king of Fe~ 
<»] him in mveral battles, and iyen, in hopes of in^atiating 
obliged him to fubmit' to die himfelf to the emperor, and db- 
Tarsmrs. On fome fuch pretence taining the government of fome 
the king of i^ang-tong broke rich province in the^condnent 
his ttyaty v/lthM-fan-ghey, and by the defeat of his antagonift ; 
put himfelf and provmce under but loft his aim, by the Tatter's 
the proteftlon of the emperor; being beforehand with him' in 
«ad it is likely that thefe dif- making his fubmiftioa p 
tdrds and jealoaftes were art- monai^. 
fully fown among diem by ibae 

armies, 
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armies^ pomman^ded by Tdrim^xaii chiefs, to^ reduce thpfc;, of 
Cherhytmg^ Hu-qmngt. Forkyeut ^(ang^tong^ ^ang-Ji, and* 
in a word, ali that i^ufed to fubmit to him. Notwithftand- 



ing all which lofles, U-fan-ghey^^ youngeft fon H.ong-’wha 
declared emperor. 

The latter end of this year 1624 proved fatal to the em- 

J terQT, and tp ibme of the northern provinces of Chinas on 
everal other accounts. A dreadful earthquake, which hap* J drta^ 
pened ojc\ the fecond day of September, at (^-king,^ overturned /ui earth- 
a ^reat number of palaces, temples, and other public build- quake- 
ings, together with the walls and towers of the city, and many 
thoufands of people were deftroyed by it. The (hocks, which 
continued from time to time for near three months, were fo 


terrible, that the emperor, princes, and nobihty, were obt 
liged to quit dieir palaces, and to live in tents, whilft the reft 
of the people, both in the city and parts adjaceut, w’^ere in 
the utmoft confternatipn. On this occafipn the emperor 
ftiewed himfelf a very tendev fa.ther, in the timely relief 
^ fent to all his fuffering fubjefls. Towards the end The 
pf the fame month the imperial palace was fet on fire; and rial palate. 
burnt with fuch fury, that it was all reduced to alhas in ^ to 
few hours; the lofs is computed to have amounted to two 
millions eight hundred and fifty thoufand taels. Four days 
after this 4rca.d(q!( ftre, the emperor fet out with his ufual re¬ 
tinue to take the diverfio;ii of hunting, at his pleafure-houfe; 
and obferving, at a diAance, the ftately monument which his 
father had erefled to the unfortunate Whay-tfong, the laft of 
the Chinefe emperors, he went to it j and, proftrating him- Kang 4 ii*i 
felf to the ground, caufed rich perfumes to be burnt before honour to 
U; and then, addrelfing himfelf to the dead monarch with 
tears, Tou know, faid he, 0 great emperor, that it was not 
we, but your rebellious fubjeSls, who were the caufe of your 
death. ^ 


In the mean time thp king of ^mg^tang, though he had The king 
fubmitted to the emperor a little before, gave no fmall um- o/Qoang- 
brjigcj to him, not only on account of his enterprihng fpirit, tong 
but on his hairing made himfelf exceeding powerful and 
by carryii^ on a trade with the Spaniards and Dutch, not- 
whhftandlng the imperial ediff againft it; upon which an * ** 

order was fent to him from court to march with his forces to 


ftipprefsHhe rebels in the province of ^lang-Ji', which he 
did ^cordingly, and divided his army into feveral columns, 
as occafion required. He wajj foon after artfully prevailed 
upon to return to his own palace, oiifomc pretence; and had 
not been there many days, before tWo grandees arrived from 
court, and ^refented liim w'ith a rUkeo baiter, and the cm- 

• peror’s 
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peror*5 orders to ftrar^e himfetf; wli^h he was forced 'to 
fttbmlt to. Above one hundred of his accomplidss, and, 
among them, three of his brothers, were beh^ded; aft» 
which, his immenfc riches were divided between his othe^ 
Mothers, one of whom was the emperor’s ibn 4 & 4 aw. On 
the next year the king of Fo-kyen, another of U-fan-ghey'% 
treacherous allies, was likewife put to death, and his body 
thrown to the dogs, on pretence that," during his revolt, he 
luid mal-treated lome the mandarins who continued i^ith> 
fut to the emperor; aqd at the fame time his brothers, tho* 
innocent, were beheaded. The Tnrtars were no Icfs fuccelT- 
fut a^nft Htmg^ha, who had been declared emperor in the 
province of Tun-nan ; where, having made themfelves mailers 
of the capital, Hong-vjhat to prevent a worfe puniflimcnt, 
killed hii»relf; but they, not content with that, dug up the 
bones of his father the brave V-fan-ghey^ and carried them to 
Pe-king, where they were expofed on IVakes, with marks of 
infamy, in feveral public places, and thoi burnt, and the alhes 
flattered in the air. 

By ihis time the whole fifteen provinces were fo fuccefsfully 
fubduc‘d, that the emperor determined to vifit his qwii native 
dominions of eaftern Tartary^ and the topabs of his ance- 
ftors; and fet out accordingly in the beginning of March, 
accompanied by the prince his heir, his three queens, and q 
npmerous- court and retinue, fuch as we have dfewhere dc- 
feribed ^; and ordered FzxhaVerbieJi to attend him, and to b<» 
always near his perfon; by which means he hath been enabled 
to give us a better account of thofe parts than we could pof- 
libly have before. On the next year he made a new progrefs 
into wellern Tartary^ with a greater retinue and more nume¬ 
rous army (D); and continued to do fo every year, and fpent 
t feveral 


* See before, p. 158. 

P) The army which accom- tic memorials againft the fre- 
panied him in his firft progrefs qqency of them.® 
conftfted of 70,000 men, be- However, tho’ the diverfion 
fides his humerons court, and of hunting was the pretence for 
the more prodigious number of this, yet he had much higher 
dieir attendants. What addition views in it; *vm. &ep 

he made to it in his fubfeqaent his troops in exerci^ and pre- 
journies, we are not told ; bat vent their growing effeminate 
they were fo troublefome| and ' by the example of the Chimefe, 
fo expenfive, that fome of his 2. It ierved to difplay the gran- 
miniiters prefented very patbe- d^ar and magni4cence of his 

. ' ' - cour^, 
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£tv6ral tnonths there, in talStAg the diverhon of hunting; a 
thing which nidther the Chinefcy nor even the Tartar lords of 
his court, much complained againft. But that politic mem- 
arch had his ends in it, as we hinted in the lail note; and it 
muft be owned, that he was a prince of fuch excellent abi¬ 
lities, fuch conftant application to the affairs of flate, ilidh 
penetration and juftnefs in the choice of his mmiflers, fudji 
watchfulnefs over them, and fuch tendernefs for his people, to 
fay nothing of his lingular frugality with refpeft to his own 
p<^on, and profufe munificence with regard to the public, that 
it is not to be wondered at if he had the happinefs of keeping 
that vail empire in fo perfeft a fiibordination and harmony, 
tranquillity, wealth, and grandeur, during .a long reign of 
fixty years, which, under a lefs able governor, would be ever 
liable to difeord and confufion. 

In the fame year 168 x Cbing-ke-fun, the fon of Ching^ching- Formofil 
mayy and grandfon of the famed Chmg‘ching~kongy orCoxingay/urrmdtr^ 
then king of fomiofay was obliged to furrender that ifiand to 
the Chinefey and to repair to Pe-kingy where the emperor con- 
ferred upon him the title of count, and had fome fmall go- 
vernment granted to him to maintain that dignity ; after which * * ** 
we hear no more of him, or of any of his defeendents. Two 
years after, that is. Anno 1684, the Fathers GerbiUon and 
Pereyray two eminent miflionaries, were ordered to accom¬ 
pany the Chinefe plenipotentiaries into Tg.rtaryy and to affill Limits 
them in the fettling of the limits between the two empires of 
China and RvJJia ; an account of w'hich, as well as of their 
travels thro’ weftern Tart ary y and defeription of thofe parts, Chmay?/- 
the reader may fee at tlie end of the fecond volume of Du 
Halde's empire of China, Thofe two fathers, and fome others 1634. 
of the fame fociety, were likewife much taken up in inftrufling 
the emperor in the mathematics, and reading and compofing 


court, both to his fubjefls and 
vajlTal princes, who were obliged 
either to accompany, or meet 
him in his progrefs, to pay their 
homage to him. 3 . Thefe troops 
made his power and authority 
more Ibnnidable, and kqpt thofe 
vallai principalities in great¬ 
er awe, efpecially as they were 
fure to be vifited once a year by 
him* Laftiy, It gave him an 
opportunity of liberfi] reward 
jng thofe w^ bell deierved it, 
by his'large pefentii to them, by 


remitting fome part of their tri¬ 
bute to him, by affilling them 
in time of need with fome of 
his forces againll any competi¬ 
tor : and frequently by bellow¬ 
ing fome of his daughters, with 
a liberal dowry, on fuch as he 
efteemed worthy pf that hb- 
nour; by all which means he 
made himfelf as much beloved 
by the loyal, as feared by the 
difloyal or difeontented, hrhe- 
.ther vafials or fubjefta. 


leflures 



^o8 Tiff China." • B. t* 

k^ures in the 7 <irfdriantongu|, on algebra, geometry, aftro- 
nomy, natural phllofophy, phylic, and anatomy^ fojr^tho* that 
prince was before a complete raafter all the Chtneft leam« 
ing, and had bellowed his leifui e hours in them, yet oould he 
not be fatisfied without being equally verfed in the Eurt^ean 
Jdicrte fdenccs; and it was by the intereft of thofe his tutors that a 
infawur decree was obtained in favour of the Chrijftians, who were 
brfore but barely tolerated, but were now allowed the free 
©r* religion throughout the whole emjnre. This 

jCqa/' ^ 3 ^nd in the thirty-firft of his reign, and 

^ ‘ was confirmed and publjlhed in the month of Mar^b fol* 
lowing. 

Kang hiV Hitherto his reign had been peaceable and happy, when, 
and on a fudden, the forty-eighth year of it was difturbed with 
keir dt- an unexpefted event; and his fccond fon, whom he bad ap- 
graded, pointed his hdr, and was ahnofr his equal in dignity, was at 
jptrChr. loaden wth irons, and his children and chief officers 
*709* involved in the fame dif^ce; which was chiefly owing to 
the intrigues of his elder brother, He was however found 
Innocent, upon ilritfr examination, and the accufing brother 
C(mdenuied to perpetual imprifonment; and public rejoiciims 
were made through the empire, on his being refiored to m- 
vour. This joy, however, proved fhortdived j and he 
was foon after deprived of all the titles and privileges of his 
rank, for a real confpiracy agalnfl his father. 

'J »evi Some years after the emperpr revived two oid'edlftsagainft 
tdi£l the Chriflians ; the one, forbidding them to build any churches, 

agttinA tht or make profelytes; the other, obliging every miffionary to 
CbrrJ, \ians, reedve an Imperial patent, wherein fhall he mentioned hk 
JflerChr. country, order, the time hg hath been in China^ and his en- 
1716. gagementnot to return xi\to Europe (F). Upon this, three 
of the fathers went to throw themfelvcs at his feet; but 
could obtain no other anfwer, than that none were prohibited 
to preach the gofpel, but tht^ewho had npt received the pa-r 
tent. 


(F) This new ediftwas oc- 
caisoned by a memorial pte- 
fen ted to that monarch 1^ a 
military mandarin, full ef the 
bittcreft inve£lives agmnft the 
Chriftians. The Jefafts ufed 
all their intereft to have pre¬ 
vented it pafling thro' the ufual 
examination of the tribunals, 
but in vain; and, though Fa¬ 
ther p» Ualdi ireprefenu it as 


fraught with the moft unjuft cat 
lumnies againft them, and the 
mandarin as an enemy, who 
fought to raife himfelf by their 
fall; yet thofe tribunals con¬ 
firming theaccufations, and the 
emperor, who was their friend 
and patron, ratifying the fen- 
tence, ft# vs that it mufthave 
contained fomethmg more than 
bare calamnies anti invefrives. 

Thb 
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The next year, viz, I7lf,»happened the general mount¬ 
ing for the,cm^or’s mother, which we have clfewhere given 
an account of Soon after which, the emperor was foized 
. with a diftemper which his court feared would fend him Great ati- 
after her, and threw it into no finall confternation; efpecially xiety at 
as he defigned to exclude his own family from the fucceflion# courtaioi^ 
and 40 bequeath the crown to a prince of the dynafty of Yiverit • 

of whom there ftill remained above a thoufand. Upon this 
occationone of the chief mandarins ordered his ion to prefent 
a memcfrial to him, fetting forth the great injportance it was 
to the peace of the empire to have his fecond fon appointed 
his fucceflbr j at which the emperor was highly inceftfed. 

However, he pardoned the fon, becaufe what he had done • 

was in obedience to his father, but ordered the father to be Severity 
put to death; which deterred the reft of his minifterS from agmnji a 
fpcaking any thing more to him about a fucceflbr. maadarin. 

In the year 1720 he received die congratulations Of tlie 
whole empire, on the news of a ftgnal viflory which his g^ry over 
forces had gained over the king of the EluthSy who poflcflbd 
the country of the lamas, and had committed dreadful ra¬ 
vages there four years fucceflively; by which means thi king- Conqurfi 
dom of Tibet fell into the hands of the conqueror; a thing of Tibet, 
which Kang’hi had much at heart, as he had the glory of 
iinifljing that troublefome war. In the month of June of the 
fame year another earthquake was felt at Pe^kingy which 
lafted about two minutes, and killed about 1000 perfou; by 
the fall of houfes. 

On the 2 2d November following the ambaflador from the czar The Ruf- 
of Mufeovy made his public entry into Pe-kingy with a nume- fiati am- 
rous and fplendid retinue, all drelled after the European man- bajfahrt 
ncr; and the gentlemen on horfeback, on each fide of him, 
rode with their fwords drawn, which was a fight both new 
and extraordinary there. His reception at court was no lefs 
polite and grand; though the emperor, for wife and obvious 
rcafons, rrfufed to comply with the main defign of it, which 
was, to eftablilh a free commerce between the two empires of 
Rujfia and Cinnay and to have obtained leave to fix a faffory 
in the chief provinces of the latter ; and was pleafed to con- . 
fine their number to two, the one at Pe-kingy and the other 
at Schu-kou-pai-Jingy upon the frontier of the Kalkas *, There 
was, however, a dreumftance, in the ceremonial of his ad- 
milTion, which that envoy could not readily conlent to ; and 
his refufal had like to have broken oflf all farther negotiation, 
when that politic monarch found out an expedient which 

* See before, p. 261. **06 his, vid. vol. v. g. 87, tc feq. 
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would oblige him to comply.^ have elfewhere obi^ed, 
that every one, of what rank or charadler foeiirer be b<[^ tli^at 
approaches the imperial throne, is obliged to prodfate hunielf 
on the ground, and knock his forehead nine times againd it f. 

This formal piece of refpefl, which is paid all over this 
vaft empire, not only to the emperor, but to princes of the 
blood, viceroys, mandarins, and other miniders, his excellenly 
could not reafonably fuppofe would be difpenfed within an au- 
ffience to fo great an emperor. On the other hand, as he had 
caufe to apprehend led his complying with it diould be judged 
too derc^tory to his character and dignity, efpedally at his 
own court, and endanger the lofs of his head ; lo he had no 
lefs caufe to fear led his refufal fhould be interpreted, at that 
of Pe->kmgt as a want of refpe<d to his imperial majedy, and 
occafion a mutual didatisfadlion between thofe two great 
monarchs. Wc diould here oblerve to our read^s, that this 
very year Was the dxtieth of the emf eror Kang-hVs reign, 
and was a kind of grand jubilee through his dominions, and 
was to be qbferved with the utmod joy and magnificence, 
and no-where more than in his capital; fo that it is not impro¬ 
bable he might on that account fupprefs his refentment of the 
ambadador’s refufal, that it might not be an impediment to 
his being an eye-witnefs of, as well as by his fplendid appear¬ 
ance from adding'to, the fplendor and brilliancy of his court. 
However that be, the following was the expedient his pru¬ 
dence devifed to fettle the ceremonial above-mentioned, in fuch 
a manner as diould not admit of any exception from either 
fide : Let the ambaflador know, that It is my defign that 
** the fjune honour be paid to the letter which he is to deliver 
“ up to me from his mader, which our laws require to be 
** paid to my own perfon; for which end 1 de^e that he 
** would place the fold letter on a table, that I niay fend one 
** of my chief mandarins in my name to drlke his forehead 
■ ** on the ground before it.” His excellency readily ccwnplicd; 
and made no difhculty to pay the fame honours to the empe¬ 
ror as he had (ione to the czar his mader’s letter *. 
formofa On the following year the court received th« difagreeablc 
revoltty news that the Chinefe in the idand of Formofa had in a few 
and is re months Ihakeh off the yoke; and, being afCded by thofe of 
duetd* Fo-dtyen and Kyeu-mi^ had killed all the mandarins, except 
one who ded, and had put all the imperial forces to the 
fword. This revolt was at fird reported to have been fb- 
misnted'by theJDu^'^} but whether judly, or no, is not certain. 

t See before, p. 142, & feq. & alib. palll * Lettres 

qdi£am. it ear. vol. xvi. p. 378, it frq. 
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However, thofe rebels we^ 4 bon after, ieverely punilbfid lar 
it by a new i^pply of forces Vhich the emperor fent thither, 
who cut'moA of them o^ drove their chief into the moun- 
talnous parts, and difperfed the reH. 

In the year 172a the emperor, bong taking the diverlion 7 )&r m/?- 
of hunting in his park of Hay-tfe, was on a fudden feized ror taken 
with a ftrange chilnefs, which obliged him to return with 
fpeed to his pleafurc-houfe; where his attendants foon found, 
to their great furprife, that his blood was fo congealed, that 
no remedy could fave his' life. Perceiving himfelf near his 
xnd, Kang-hi afl^mbled all his grandees, and declared his 
fourth fon his fuccelFor ; and expired foon after, on the 20th Dies, 
of Decemberf in the fixty-ninth year of his age, and fixtieth 
of his reign. His body was that very night conveyed to Pe- 
king ; and his fourth fon Tong-ching mounted the throne on 
the next morning, about five of the clock. 

Ill, TO NG-CH INOy the emperor then reigning when the Yong- 
laft relations came frpm thence, was forty-five years of age 
on his acceflion to the crown, on which he was congratulated 
-by all the grandees; and took the name of Tong-ching, which 
fignifies lajing peace, or indiffbluble concord. He had ^ great * 
number of brothers ; but placed no great confidence in any, 
except his thirteenth, to whom he communicated <ill the affairs 
of Hate ; but banilhed his ninth into Tartary, where he foon ^omeofhis 
after died; recalled his fourteenth, who had the command brothers 
the Chine/e army; and moll: of the reft, efpecially liis eightli di/grurea, 
and «.tenth, fell unda* his difpleafurc on fome pretence or other. 

He next banifhed and imprifoned fcveral princes and grandees, Other 
on account of their protefting the raiffionaries; which 
he was no friend to their religion (G) j and difearded all the 

(G) It plainly appears that 
he had conceived a fingular pre¬ 
judice againll thefc milTionarics 
from the very beginning of his 
reign, by means of fome memo¬ 
rials prefented to him by the li¬ 
terati, fettingfforch, that the late 
emperor had loft a great deal of 
his reputation by permitting 
tlremto fettle in the pio.inces, 
where they built churches, and 
made profelytes, ^vhere-ever 
they came; and their converts 
acknowleged no pther doflors 
hat them, nor, in tronblefome 

(55) See beftn, p. iSa, ^ elii, 


times, would they follpw any 
directions but theirs. 

This memorial was backed by 
another from the governor of 
Fo-kyen, much to the fame te^. 
nor, which was confirmed after¬ 
wards by the tribunal of rites, 
and by the emperor himfelf, and 
produced thofe dreadful edi£ls 
againft Chriillanity, and its 
preachers, which we have for¬ 
merly had occafion to mention, 
and in a great meafure extir¬ 
pated it oat of the empire (55). 


fathers 
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fathdrs out of his fervlce, excepnotic, who was an exciellent 
, ^ painter j which /hews that he had not the fame love for the 

iciences that his father was fo famed for. In other refpefts he 
(hewed himfelf a wife prince, indefatigable and aifiduous, 
fteady and refolute, Witty and eloquent, and always ready to 
receive and anfwer the memorials prefented to him. He go- 
~ vemed wholly by himfelf, and no monarch could be morfe 

ft/ abfoliitc or more feared than he was. This gave him an op- 
porttlnityof enforcing a great many wholfome laws and r^u- 
^tionsF*' of,his fubjefts, in the framing of which 

he fpent whole days and nights with a furpri/ing inaefatigable- 
hefs. The ntoft effectual way to gain his favour, was, to pre- 
, fent him with fomc fchfeme tending to the public good, or to the 

relief of his fubjefts in any calamitous times, and he Would 
fpare neither pains nor coft to put it in execution. 

Severity This was the excellent charafterof Toung-ching-y which 
tecenverts ta^de therefore his feverity againft the Chriftians the more re- 
the im-’ markable, As it extended itfelf in a manner unworthy of fo 
pmW a prince, even to fome of the moll illuftrious of the im-- 

iloed. perial family; particularly on that of the elder brother of the 
founder of this dynafty, who, together with his whole 
family, confining of eleven princes [befides fixteen princefles 
vwho were married to Mogol princes or mandarins of Pe-kingy 
and had each of them a numerous family]. Were all degraded, 
ianijhes and fent into a mifcrable exile in a defert place in Tartaryy to 
thetn into which they were condufled by foldiers, and there clofely con- 
Tartary. unJej. ^ guard of them. The manner of their being 
treated before their exile had likewife fomething of cruelty in 
it; for that 'venerable old prince, without regard to his qua¬ 
lity, age, merit, or the fcrvices done to the empire, was behdd 
fetting out for the place of his banilhment with thirty-feven 
of his children and grandchildren, without reckoning his 
daughters and grand-daughters, who were near as many, and 
about three hundred domellics of both fexes, moll of them 
baptized. All thefe difgraces not being able to (hake their 
conftancy, the princes were brought back to Pe-king in wag¬ 
gons, each loaden with nine chains. There they were made 
to undergo feveral frelh interrogatories, mixed with promiies 
of being reftored to their former dignities, if they would re¬ 
nounce their faith, and with threats of being ufed W’ith ftill 
Cenjianey^ greater feverities, if they perfilled in it. All thefe methods 
oftheQH- proving inefFeflual, the tribunal condemned them to die; but 
nefe ffl»- emperor changed the punilhment into perpetual confine- 
vertt, ment, which only proved a more fevere kind of death, feeing 
moft of them died foon after in their clofe dungeons merely 
thro’ Iwrdftup and want; and the reft were difperfed into other 

provinces. 








provinces, to end their dajjs^in prifons, fetter^ atid mifery. 

The ambaflftdfnrs of Portugal and RuJJtaf who ■were rfi'en at , i 
■ thecour^dF Pe-king, could not enough admire the conftancy 
and intrepidity of thofe illuftrious confeffors of Jefus Chrift. 

In the year 1730, and eighth of his reign, he loft his Death of 
thirteenth brother, who ufed to (hare with him the burden ^he entpe-^ 
of his governm<2nt ; and died of a languilhing difeafe, occa- ror s fa-^ 
fioned by his exceffive application ; and the emperor w'as fo 
inconfolable for it, that it nearly endangered his own life. 

However, he caufed the moft-magnificent funeral obfequies to funeral 
be performed to him, which, becaufe they fomewhat dlfifer honours. 
from thofe we have elfewhere deferibed, the reader may fee 
a fhort account of in the .margin (H); and, amongft other • 

Jo honours. 


(H) A declaration was at 
firll ifiued out, intimating that it 
was the emperor’s defire that 
all the world fhould (hare in his 
grief, and in the honours to be 
paid to thc’deccafed, without 
diilinflion of rank or quality ; 
with this caution neverthclefs, 
that fuch as did not think him 
worthy of thofe honours fliould 
be at liberty to decline it, tlio' 
he appointed officers at the 
fahie time to give him an ac> 
count every day of all who 
performed that duty to him. 

His body being expofed in 
the great fing, where none but 
princes of the blood arc ad¬ 
mitted, there was a hall made 
of mats ere&ed in the middle 
of the great court, before the 
gates of the palace, with a 
throne in it, and before that a 
table, on which were placed 
only two canffilefticks, and a 
velTel burning with perfumes; 
for the dead prince was not 
only a petty king of the firll 
raiik, but bad been honoured 
likewife with the tide of Slue- 
vang, or king. 7 'he entrance 
into this hall was by' a foldingr 
door, which was opened as often 
as the officers of the tribunals 
Mod. Hist. Vol.VlII. . 


came in their turns to pay their 
honours to him, only a fet 
number being admitted, in at a 
time. Tbefe at firll Hood op 
behind the tables that were fee 
up on each fide of the hall; 
then, kneeling down, made fix 
feveral proftrations, accompa¬ 
nied with deep groans, and 
other filent tokens of grief, and 
then as filently withdrew, to 
make room for others that came 
to perform die fame ceremony. 
From this place the body was 
afterwards conveyed in pomp 
to a palace built on purpofe, , 
about two little miles out ofthe 
city, where the fame ceremony 
was repeated ; and here it was 
that the mandarins of the city, 
the whole body of merchants, 
and the meaner fort of people, 
were introduced to pay him the 
lall honours for a hundred days; 
at the end of which he was car¬ 
ried to another place, Hid more 
diftant, and ereded for the fame 
purpofe, and where the fame rites 
were performed daring the fame 
fpace of time. 

Tiiere werl: five fuch ftations, 
at cac’u of Hhich the cCFCinony 
lulled au hundred days; after 
which he was conveyed to the 
' K k fepukhre 
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honours he paid to his memory,\caufed his name to be placed 
in the hall of the emperors, a Aiftinftion neve>' conferred on 
piivitc perfons, except they have done feme extraordinary 
and important fervices to the ftate. His funeral obfequies 
were hardly completed before the third brother was arrelied, 
prifoned^ and clofely confined. The occafion of his difgracc is not 
known; but it extended itfelf to his family, who were de? 
graded from their rank and dignities. ' 

Pe king O** November 1731 the city of Pe-hing'W&s 

damazed almoft overturned by a dreadful earthquake, fuch as China 

- ® r i_ r_ _ nri_ ^ /i. * _1 • 1 1 _ t s 
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by an 
earth-- 

quake. 


Above 
100,000 


never felt before. The firft fhocks, W'hich happened about 
eleven of the clock in the morning, were fo fudden and vio¬ 
lent, that they were not perceived but by the horrid noife of 
the falling of houfes, and the cries of the people; and one 
would have imagined that they had been blown up in the air 
by a general mine, and that the earth had opened underneath 
to fwallow them up; fo that, in lefs tlian a minute, above 
100,000 inhabitants were buried in the ruins, and a Aill 
defiroyedin greater number in the country, where whole towns were ut- 
a minute, tcrly deftroj ed. What was ftill more remarkable in it, is, tha'j 
the two firft Ihocks were not felt with the fame force thro’ 
the extent of their courfe; but in thofe places where they 
met with lefs refiftance, they were gentle, and hardly per¬ 
ceived ; whereas they caufed the greateft devaftations where 
they met with the greateft oppolition. Thofe two great and 
dre.idful ones were followed by above twenty more fmall ones 
within the fpace of twenty-one hours. 

7 heempe- emperor was then at his pleafure-houfe, about two 

rors piety leagues from Pe-king ; wiiich was inftantly reduced to fuch a 
on that oc- heap of ruins, that it will require immenfe fums to repair it. 
tajion. He was then taking an airing in his barge, on the canal that 
runs through the gardens; and, at the dreadful light, fell 
proftrate on his knees, with his hands and eyes lifted up to 
heaven; after which, he publilhed an edift, as ufual, ac- 
aifing himfclf as the main canfe of it, and attributing the 
judgment to the wrath of heaven for his offences, and want 
of care in governing the people. He next ordered an account 


fepakhre which the emperor 
had CAufed to be prepared for 
him, and which was four leagues 
in circimiference. To this laft 
the mandarins and grandees of 
the provinces weri to repair, or 
depute fonic of their ions in 


their fiead, to pay the fame re- 
fpedls to the deceafed; after 
which they returned to their re- 
fpeftive ftations,and there caufed 
monuments to be raifed to him, 
with the greateft elogiumsto his 
memory (56), 


Dm lUlit, Juhfiv, onnal, 
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to be taken of all the familieifthat fiiffered by It, and an efli- 
mate of their damages, an(f advanced confiderable fums for 
their relief; and gave, in particular, looo taels to the mif- 
llonaries, towards repairing of their churches. 

But, on the next year, thofe miflionaries, who had been Jefaitsha^ 
ten years before driven from the provinces into the city of to 
^ang-tong,^^^c£t now banilhedfrom thence intoa little 
citynnhabited by the Portuguefe^ but under the dominion of * 

the Chinefe What was ftill more fevere, they had but three 
days allowed them to prepare for their journey, and conveying 
away their effedls. The only reafon they give for this fudden 
change, and hard treatment, is, that they had difobeyed the 
emperor’s orders; and preached the Chrilllan religion, in 
open defiance to his prohibition. They were accordingly * 

forced to embark, to the number of thirty, on the 20th of 
Augufi^ under a convoy of four gallies and two mandarins, 

When they came to land at Ma-kau^ the mandarins caufed fheir do* 
their domeftics, and other Chriftians who had followed mejiics 
the miflionaries, to be loaded with irons, and fent back to fpverfly 
^ang-tong ; where, after being dragged in an ignominious treated. 
manner through feveral tribunals, fome were caft into prifons, 
others baftonadoed, others condemned to carry the Kan-ghe^ 
or wooden collar, a month or two; and all of them gave 
fignal proofs of their zeal for, and fmccre adhering to, the 
Chriftian religion. 

Thus far go the Chinefe annals, which Du Haldc ends with liopes of 
the twelfth year of Tong-ching'% reign, or the year 1732, at « return 
which time he was reigning with an abfolute fway over 
vaft empire. Since that time, we have been informed that he 
died Anno 1736; and that the miflionaries entertain no fmall 
hopes of being reflored under his fucccflbr. However, thefe 
late accounts give us but little reafon to expefl it, fmee they 
acknowlege, that, though they found a great number of Jews 
and Mohammedans upon their firfl arrival thither, yet they 
met with no Chriftians, notwithftanding their having been fo 
numerous formerly. Neither can they have thofe opportuni¬ 
ties of recommending themfelves to the Chinefe nation by 
their fuperior •fkill in the fciences, as they once had upon 
their coming thither; but, inftead of that, muft expeft to 
meet with the moft ftrenuous oppofition both fiom the literati 
hnd the whole bonzaic tribe, and their numerous followers, 
againft their religion, which, they cannot now be ignorant of, 
is fo contrary to the tenets .of the former, jand the intereft 

^ Dehac, vid. fup. p. 85, & feq. 
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of the latter; to fay nothing the dlflike and contempt 
which the difciples of Confiiau*Sy the only efteemed and valu¬ 
able feft in China, muft have coucieived againft foJSie of their 
fuperflilious doftrincs and pra^Hce. 

Vain ef- What hath fmce happened to them, their various appli- 
fartst&re- cations to the new Chincfe monarch, their apologies in behalf 
^^nttr. of themfelves and their religion; the feveral memorials whieh 
thofe few Jefuits, who were fuffered to continue at Pe-king in 
the, emperor’s fervice, prefented to the throne and to the fnpe- 
rior tribunals, and the fmall fiiccefs which they have hitherto 
met with; being foreign to our defign, and coming to us 
from thence by private letters from foine one or other of thofe 
fathers, may be leen in their colleiVion of letters from thence, 
and piiblilhed by Du Haldc^, from that time to the year 
1744 ; and we the more readily reler onr curious reader to 
thofe letters, becaufe he will eafily perceive, from the ftyle 
and tenor of them, that though neither thefe, nor any thing 
eUe from that quarter, were ever written with a defign to ex¬ 
tenuate the feverity of the Chincfe government, and much 
lefs to aferibe the total extirpation of Chriflianity to the mif- 
conduff of the miliionaiies, efpecially thofe of the Jefuit 
fiaternity, yet contain fuch a \ariety of important tranfadlions, 
and cnrioiis pieces, artfully worded, and circumftances, as 
we may fujjpofe them to be, as will fliew him, that it was 
not without the moft cogent motives, and after the fhi6feft 
and moft impartial inquiries, that thofe tw’o great mon- 
archs Kang-hi, and Tong-ching his fon and fncceflbr, yielded 
to the rtrenuous and repeated follcitations of their viceroys and 
governors, and efpecially of the fnperior tribunal, tha^ of the 
rites in particular, to put an cftcftnal flop to its further pro- 
grcl's, by the banifhmcnt and utter profeription of all tlic 
miflionaries out of tlvcir dominions. It is hardly poffible for 
the moft prepolfelfed reader in favour of that fociety to read 
their relations on this fnbjef!:, written as they arc by Ibme of 
their ableft petis, without admiring the extreme Indulgence' 
nnd bcT'isjnity of thofe two great emperors tow'ards them, 
and cfpctially their unparalleled condefccnfion, patience, and 
aliidmiy. in leceuing, perufing, and examining, every me- 
moiial and apology which were prefented to them in their 
favour, either by theinfehc; or their patrons, before they 
could be prevailed upon to puK’ced to thofe unavoidable feve- 
rities. lint, as the bare mention of every fuch inftance of 
their impartial lenity would carry us beyond our bounds, we 
ihall conclude this fubjeft, and, with it, the Chincfe hiftory, 
with that remarkable apologetic fpeech by w^hich the bcforc- 
** V'ol. xxi. Si of ^tttres edifiantes Sc curieufes- 
• ' jncntionel 
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mentioned emperor Tong-c^n^ condefcended to anfwer their 
complaints, in a memorial lately prefented to him, and to 
juftify his whole conduft towards them, to three of the mofl: 
confiderable members of their fociety. 

This curious piece, or rather the fubftance of it (for, it 
being fpoken to them extempore^ they could have no copy of 
it ;*neither could they, if they had been permitted, have 
taken it down in Ihort-hand, his words flowing with by far 
too great a rapidity for any pen to follow), hath been tranf- 
mitted in French into Europe by Father De Maillay one of the 
three who had the honour to be admitted to this interview. 
The other two were Fathers Kcgler and Parrennin^ perfons 
eminent in their way, and ftill in great credit at court. Thefe 
three, having been admitted to the imperial prefence, accord¬ 
ing to his majefty’s commands, and after the uliial proftratioiis, 
■continuing all the time in a kneeling poflure, he addrefled his 
i^ech to them in words to this effeft: 

The emperor's Jpeech to the three Jefuit mijponaries. 

“ late emperor my father, after having can fed me to 

“ be brought up forty years under his eye, hath made 
“ choice of me, preferably to my other brothers, to fucceed 
him on his throne. I mike it a capital point of iny duty 
not to deviate in auy thing from his manner of governing. 
“ Some Europeans in the province of Fo-kyen, who had at- 
“ tempted to difannul our laws, and to pervert the people, 
“ liave been complained againlf to me ; and I have thought 
“ myfelf obliged to remedy that diforder. It is an aflair 
which concerns the empire com mitred to my care ; and T 
“ neither could, nor ought I now to as I did when I was 
“ only a private prince of the bloofl. 

You tell me, that your religion is not a falfe one : I be- 
“ lieve it; if 1 thought oihcrwif'e, what could hinder my 
“ demolifliing 3’oiir thurches, and driving you out ol' them ? 

A falfe religion is that, which, inflead of recommending 
“ virtue, inlbires men with a fpiiit of revolt, like that of 
Pe-lyen-kino. But what would you fay, if I Ihould attempt 
“ to fend a number of boiizas and lamas to preach their reli- 
gion amongrt you ? How would they be received by you ? 
Li-ma-low (the Chinefe name of Father Ricci , one of the 
‘ “ firft Jefuits that came into China f), came hither at the 
beginning of Ovan, Fang, Li's reign. I (hall fay nothing of 
“ the reception he met with from the Chinefe ; I am nor 
“ anfwerable for what was then done. But at that time 

t De hoc, vid. fip. p. 125, & fsq 
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** you were but a fmall and' inconfiderable itbmber. , You 
** had neither Chriftian converts nor churches in any of the 
Chinefe provinces; and it was not till under my father’s 
reign that you began to build them, and that your religion 
“ was fpread every-where with fuch furprifing rapidity. We 
** faw it, but dared not fpeak a word againil it; but, if yo2i 
have found means to impofe upon him, do not hope tb do 
“ the fame by me. You would have every Chinefe to become 
** Chriftian j your law requires it of you, I am well aflured 
“ of it; but, in that cafe, what mull be the confequence 
** but that we (hall become fubjeft to your Ungs ? Your new 
** converts own no mafters but you ; and, if any public dif- 
“ turbances Ihould happen, will liften to none but you. I 
** am very well fatisfied, that at prefent we have nothing to 
** fear from you ; but, when your European Ihips lhall come 
** hither by thoufands and ten thoufands, will there not then 
** be fome danger to be feared ? China hath on the north the 
“ great kingdom of Ru/ftay which is far from a defpicable 
** one; it hath on the foiith the EiiropeanSy and their various 
** kingdoms, which are ftill more confiderable; and, on the 
“ weft, a great number of others, which 1 am refolVed to keep 
** under, and prevent their fubjefls ever fetting foot into 
“ China. When Angelo, the Ruffian ambaliador’s collegue, 
“ was endeavouring to obtain the liberty of fettling Ruffian 
fafrories in all our provinces, for the better carrying on a 
** mutual commerce, that favour was denied to him ; and he 
was allowed to traffick no-where but at Pe-king and Tchu- 
“ koo-pay-fmg, on the frontiers of the Kalhas. In the like 
“ manner I have permitted you to ftay here, or at ^tmng- 
“ tongy fo long as you give us no caufe of complaint; but, 
if any fuch you giveWcafter, I will neither fulFer you to 
ftay in the one nor the other, but drive you out of every 
“ one of my provinces. 

“ Thr late emperor my father hath loft a good deal of his 
reputation, in the opinion of our literati, by the conde- 
** fcenfion with which he permitted you to fettle in his domi- 
nions. The laws of pur wifeft princes wilf admit of no 
** alteration ; and I will never fnffer my reign to be tarnilhed 
“ with any thing of that nature. When my children and^ 
** ^ndchildren come to the crown, they may adl as they fhall 
f* fee fit, and I trouble myfelf no more about it than about 
what is done ii|! Lapland. Do not, however, imagine, from 
f* what I have faid, that 1 have any thing to Jay to your charge, 
V .or any dcfigii to ppprefs you. You cannot but know how I 
t* oehaved myfelf towards you when I was only a regulo. The 
ff family of one of your new convert mandarips in Lyau-tong, 

*.* who 
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“ who publicly profefled Jfinifelf one of your profdytes, rofe 
** up in Arms againll him, for not paying the ufual honours 
“ to his anceftors. In that perplexity you applied yourfelves 
“ to me; and I extricated you out of it, and compromifed the 
“ matter. What I do now is in quality of an emperor : the 
“ well-governing of this empire is what ingrofics all my care 
“ ^md time from morning to night. I do not fo much as fee 
“ my children, nor even my emprefs, or indeed any one ex- 
“ cept fuch as are intrufted with public affairs; and this muft 
“ be my continual application whilft the three years mourning 

for ray father laft; after which I may perhaps have oppor- 
** tunities of feeing you as ufual 

His majefly concluded his fpeech with defiring them to 
acquaint the reft of their bretliren with what he had faid to 
them, and difmifled them with a fmall prefent. We ftiall 
leave it to onr readers to make their own remarks upon this 
foothing behaviour to that fraternity; if not perhaps exagger¬ 
ated by the relater in favour of it, who wms himfelf one of 
them. This did not hinder him, however, from giving them 
foon after the moft convincing proofs of his being ful^ deter- 
“ mined to extirpate their religion, root and branch, out of 
his dominions j for, his council having reprefented to i\im 
the danger of fuffering miflionaries of any denomination to 
ftay at ^tang-tong (which was the laft favour they had peti¬ 
tioned him for, as their ultimate refuge, and the only way they 
had left to feciire an entrance into China), he made no diffi¬ 
culty to recall his promife to them, and to order them all, 
and with the utmoft fpeed poffible, to be tranfported to Ma- 
kaii\ contenting himfelf with iffning an order, to thofe \rho 
were to be charged with them, to treat them with all proper 
decency and humanity; which yet, if we may rely on our 
author, he fufFered to be tranfgrefled in almoft every inftance 
of their behaviour to thofe unhappy exiles. 

BuroRE they left his dominions, they had the farther 
mortification to fee a whole family of their nobleft converts 
condemned to perpetual exile in fome of the barren parts of 
Turtary, an^ to fee them depart thither under a ftrong guard, 
loaded with chains, and in a moft deplorable guife. The head 
of it was no lefs a perfon than a prince of the blood, aged near. 
So years, and defeeuded from the elder brother of the emperor 
Shun-Jln, the founder of the dynafty now reigning. He had, 
during a long feries of years, enjoy^ with jreat applaufefome 
of the higheft ports in the empire ; and had done feveral iignal 
"ferviccs to the ftate, efpecially during the laft leign; yet 
neither thefe, nor his affinity to the imperial family, nor his 

* Dc hac, vid. Lettres edifant. & cur. vol. xvii. 267, Sc feq. 
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CKtrcme old’age, and perfonal mei^t, con}d obtdo him either 
a revcr;fion or r^plte, or even an alleviation of his.dreadfui 
fentencc. A pregnant proof this of tlie irreconcileable hatred 
which that monarch bears to Chriftiauity, and of the fevere 
treatment which any European miffionary muft expefV, that 
lhall venture into that empire upon the like defign, fo long as^ 
his reign lafts. Their only hope now is, that Providence 
will fame time hence raife him a fucceflbr of a different cha- 
raffer, under whofe more aufplcions government they may be 
enabled to gain frefti admittance, and repair by degrees the im- 
menfe lofles which their rdi^on hath fuftained in fo fhort a 
time within that extenfivc empire. Itnmenfe indeed, if, as 
we are told, above three hundred of their churches have been 
cither demolilhed, or turned into public fchools, hofpitals, 
dxr.; and if, as it is farther affirmed, the number of their 
profelytes amounted to 300,000 -f-, who are fince either re¬ 
turned to their old religion, or, at beft, live in continual dan¬ 
ger of fome fevere puniftiment for their faithful adherence to 
their new one. It is therefore, in all likelihood, to keep thefe 
hopes alive, that the public hath from time to time been 
amufed ^ith accounts, in the foreign papers, of their having 
lince met with better fuccefs and encouragement there from 
the new monarch and his miniftry ; all which hath hitherto 
proved to be without the Icall foundation, the kws and go¬ 
vernment continuing in all appearance as averfe to, and fevere 
againfl:, a!l attempts of introducing again that proferibed re¬ 
ligion amongll them ; and all avenues to that empire, whe- 
tiier by fca or land, being ftill as clofely watched as ever; in- 
fomuch that fome jefuits, having ventured to penetrate thi¬ 
ther in ftrange dilguifes, by the way of Tong-kingy have been 
difeovered, and arrefled in their paffage through the moft 
northern defart part of that kingdom, and have been fince put 
to death by order of the Chinefc emperor, to whom thofe 
princes arc tributary, as wc have feen in a former volume *. 

t Le«r. edif. & cur. vol. xvii. p. Z75, & feq. & 279, &feq, 
* In fin. voJ, vii. 

APPENDIX to. the Chinefe Hijlory ; 

Centeiinhg the Defiriptim and Hifiory of the tributary 

Kingdom of Korea. 

yj 7 E have had frequent occafion, in this and fqme of the pre- 
ceding volumis, to remaj'k, that the Chineje empire had 
three conllderable kingdoms, which were cither tributary vaf- 
l^s, or paiifbnly a kind of tributary homage to it, without any 
fafthcr fabjeaion. Of the latter f^rt are thofe of Tmig-klng 

and 
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aad Cochin-china^ which, for^tbat reafon, and to avoid as much 
as poi&ble«9ur deviating from the geographical order we have 
prefcribed to ourfelves in this Indian hiftory, we have already 
give an account of about the end of the preceding volume. 
This therefore of Korea, and indeed the moft confiderable of 
tjie three, is the only one of confequence we have left to fpeak 
of ill this place, as being not only contiguous to fomc part of 
China on the north, but as being likewile held in ftrifter fub- 
jedion by the Chinefe than any ofher, but more efpecially by 
the Tartar monarchs, fince their conqueft of that empire, as 
will be more fully ftiewn in the fequel of this appendix. 

' S E C T. I. 


REA, or Corea, called by the inhabitants Tio-cen-koak, Korea 
Jl\^ by the Tartars Solko, or, as others write it, Saigon, deferibed. 

and Solho Kuron, and, by the Qhincfe, Kau-li-qne (A), 
is a large oblong peninfula, fitu'ite in the moft caftern part 
of China, between it and the Japanefe iflands. It hath by 
fome late writers been fuppofed an illand; but is allowed 
now, by the moft recent authors, to be contiguous, ^n the 
north, to the caftern or Manchew Tartars, as it is on the 
north-weft to the Chinefe province of Lyau-tong. It is divided 
from the reft of the Chinefe empire by the Whang-hay, or 
Tcllov) Sea ; from Tartary by a ftnong natural rampart, con- 
fifting of a long ridge of high and inacceffible mountains ; 
and on the eaft, from Japan, by the fea of that name ; and, 
on the fouth, is bounded by the Chinefe ocean. Its extent 
from fouth to north is from 340 to almoft 43°, and breadth 
from 8® 10' to 14° eaft longitude from the meridian of Pe¬ 
king ". Its utmoft extent northward is bounded by the river 
Tu-men-ula, which name is common both to the Koreans and 
Mancheius, and anfwers to the Chinefe name of Wang-li- 
kyang, or river of 10,000 It's, or ftades, which falls 

into the Japan fea. It was likewdfe parted from the Man- Parted 
fhev} Tartars, and part of the province of Lyau-tong, by a. from Tar- 
ftrong wall, not much inferior to that of China, elfewhere 

deferibed ^ ; 6ut fome part of it was in a great meafure de- 

^ tong by a 

■ Baubraud, La MARimitRE, Reois .ip. Du Ilalde, ,tW/. 
vol. ii. & al. plur. ** See before, p. 289, & fcq. 


(A) The words Kuron, or nations that of Kaoli, Tror,em- 
Kttroun, in the MamhcnM, and bui, and fome others not worth 
!^a or in the Chinefe, fig- mentioning,! bcfidcs a variety 
nify a kingdom. The Chinefe of old ones which it hath borne 
books fometimes give it the through the fevcral lhands and 
pame of Cbau-tfyen, and other ftages it hath paffed {i). 

(1} H*gi% Ohferv, Kc. tJ, ap, Du Halde, W.ii. 

ftroyed 
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ilroycd by the Manchtw's in thdr irruptions into that pemn- 
' * fula, wfaiA they made one of their firft conquefts. » The reft, 

cfpecially on the more northern fide, was ftill landing, and 
almoft intire (B), till about a century paft, fince which it is 
become daily more and more ruinous ^; however, there is 
no going into ATorm, either from Tartary or Chin<?^ without 
cxprcfs pcrmilSon from the emperor. *' 

it- The whole country hath been differently divided by the 
•uiied. Chinefe monarchs, whofe tributary it is pjetended to ha\'c 
been from time immemorial. At prcfent it confifts of eight 
0/^provinces, which contain in all forty Kyxm^ or grand cities ; 
eities, or cities of the firft rank; 58 Chews^ or cities of 

the fecond; and 70 Hyen^ or cities of the third rank; in 
all, 201; befides a vaft number of fortrefies and caftles dif- 
perfed in moft parts [of the country, and chiefly built upon 
hills, all which are wdl garrifoned by a proportionable num¬ 
ber of officers and foldiers. The firft or chief of the eight 
provinces is lituate in the centre of the kingdom, and is 
called Khig-hi^ or the province of the court. The next on 
the eaft of it is ftyled Kyang-y-wen^ or foiirce of the rivers. 

^ Regis ap. Du Halde, vol. ii. & al. plur. 

fB) Koreot on the fide of that, in the "abridgement 
Ljnu. tong^ or, as it was alfo ofchoroa;raphy,intituIed,^/«»^- 
called, S^uau tong, was parted yu ki, the city of Chau-tjyen, 
from it by a wooden palifade, where Ki-pe, then king of that 
called from thence the palifade territory, relided, is in the ter- 
of which was a kind ritory oi Totrg-ping-fu, a city of 

ofbanier between them; but, the firft rank in the province of 
whether built before its con- Pe-cheli. From which he rightly 
q^^,ft by theil/anc^^avr, orfince, concludes it improbable, that 
is tod to guefs. However, that prince ftiould fix his refi- 
ifter *that time it was agreed dence out bf his dominions, efpe- 
that a fpacc of land between daily with fuch a large fea be- 
£he Manchenu Tartars and this tween them. He confirms his 
peninfula fhould be left unculti- conjedlure with fome other fpe- 
vated to ferve as a boandary culations no lefs carious, which 
between them. we cannot duxll upon. The 

FatherJJ/^ir/i concludes his de- reader may fee \hem in that 
feription of the latter with a author; and by the of that 
curious c 'njefture, which is not country, and the fituation of the 
at all improbable, via. that it city of Tong-pin^, may e^fily 
was formerly contiguous to the convince himlelf of the proba- 
province of Pe-cbeli, till the biHtyofthe>feahaving,inafter- 
lf'haKg-hay,wTeH 9 ^Sea,f<)XVCi- times, made that large chafm 
ed that large gulph which lies between that city and the oppo< 
now betwdtn them. The rea- fitecoaftfz). 
fon on which he founds it is, 

(s) Begit Oifervf Cittgr. tn uH fap. aijin, 

and 
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and was antientiy the country of the ilfs’j; the third, on 
the weft? hath its name from the Whang-hd;y, or Tellow Sea, 
and includes part of the old' kingdom oi Chau-tjien, and 
coun try of the antient/Wi»Atf«. The 4^, or northVni, ftyled Ping- 
ngan, or the pacific, was formerly another part of the Chati- 
f/yen kingdom ; and 5. Tfwen-lo, on the fouth iide, was the 
rcfidence of the Pyen-hau, 6. Chu-fin, or the faitifiul and 
pure, on the fouth-weftern fide, is the antient Mahan, Kye- 
king, or the happy, That on the north-eaftem was the 
antient dominion of the Kau-kiu-li. And, 8. King-Jban, on 
the fouth-eaftern fide, was formerly the feat of the Chiu-hau, 

Some late authors are of opinion, that the fea of Korea hath 
a communication with the northern ocean, becaufe whales 
are fomctimes caught in the former with European hooks, and 
harping-irons fticldng to their flefti. To which one of our 
authors adds, that, upon aflcing fcune of the Korean mariners. 

What countries lay on the north of theirs ? they anfwered. 

None, nor any thing but a boundlefs ocean *, But we ftiall 
find a more proper place to make a farther inquiry into that 
pretended communication between the northern ar\fl Japan 
lea. 

The cities both in the inland and on the fea-coafts are 
built and walled much after the fame manner as thofe of 
Chinn, though much inferior in largenefs, populoufnefs, beauty, 
and richnefs. The houfes are much in the fame ftyle, one ftory 
high; in the cities of brick, and in the country moftly of earth. Its metri- 
Tbe metropolis of the whole peninfula is fituate almoft in the polis. 
centre of it, and is by the inhabitants ftyled King-ki-tau, but 
by the Chinefe Kong-ki-tau, becaufc they reckon the word King 
of too great a dignity to be given to any court but their own. 

We know but little of it, except that the Chinefe majlb place 
it in latitude 37° 38' 20“, which is about five degrees and a 
half from the northern boundary, and its longitude about 
11 degrees eaft of Pe-king. 

KOREAlitL^ but two rivers of any note, viz. the Ta-ld givers of 
and Tu-men, called by the Chinefe Ta-lH-kyang and Tu-men- note, 
kyang ; and, in the maps, by the Manchevj names of Ta- 14 - 
iila and Tu-men-ula ; the words Ula and Kyang figuifying 
each, in its particular language, a river. Thefe two rife out 
of the fame mountain, faid to be erne of the higheft in the 
world, and called by the Manchews Shan Alin, and by the 
Chinefe Chang Pejban, that is, tlie evei'-white mountain; 
but take oppolite courles, the one running weft ward, and the 
ipther eoftward : they are both deep and rapid, %nd full of 

* Hamb]u Journal, in CoUeft. of Voy. 


exceeding 
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, ' exceeding good water. As for ^he others; which are le6 
conliderable, the reader may fee their courfe marked in the 
map, according to the Korean Obfervations. 

The northern part of Korea is but barren, woody, and 
mpuntainous, full of wild beaAs, and but thinly inhabited. 

It neither produces rice, nor any other corn but barley, of 
and which the inliabitants make a coarfe kind of bread. But the 
produff, fouthern is rich, and fertile of every neceflary of life ; breeds 
great quantities of large and fmall cattle, befides fowl wild 
and tame, and great variety of game. It likewife produces 
filk, flax, cotton, and other fuch commodities, all which are 
manufaftured among them, except the (ilk, which they know 
* not how to weave, but fend abroad unwrdught, either to 

China or Japan^ the only two countries they have any com¬ 
merce with. The paflage to either is fhort, tho’not equally 
Commerce, eafy and fafe at all feaions. The Korean coafts are no lefs 
difficult of accefs, they being full of rocks, flielves, drc. 
which make the failing along them very dangerous to thofe 
who are not ufed to them: and what makes the Japan fea 
ftill more fo, if what the Dutch relation fays be W'ell founded, 
is, that there is a current that comes from another and 
J large greater fea on the north-eafl, in which are caught whales in 
fta OK the great number, feme of which arc found with hooks and 
N. E. cramp-irons, fuch as the Dutch and Greenlanders ufe in the 

ftriking of them. This, if true, (hews that there muft be a palF- 
age or communication between Aormand Japan, which anfwers 
to the ftreights of Veygatz ; but whether fo or not, we dare 
not ajflrm upon that bire authority. However that be, the 
Koreans drive a confiderable trade with thofe two neighbour- 
Commodi- ing countries; and, befides the raw filks .above-mentioned, 
cxpo^j|; Elver, lead, and fome other coarfe metals, rich furs 
which come from the north parts ; and, above all, the famed 
root Jin-Jeng we have elfcwhere deftrlbed which grows 
here in great plenty, and of which they make no fmall gain, 
befides their paying part of their tribute to the Chinefe em¬ 
perors in thht valuable commodity". The laft-quoted rela¬ 
tion tells us farther, that they have mines of gold ; and that 
thur leas produce pearls, and variety of fifli; and that the 
inland is iafcfted with a kind of crocodile of a monftrous length, 
fomo of ihem being i8 oi' 20 Dutch ells Jong. They have 
li!;ewife lome. very venomous ferpents in the featbern ‘parts, 
and great variety, ^f wild hearts in the northern, particularly 

^ See Ih fore. p. 98, (Cl. ^ See the Dutch relation, 

pri red An 1670, and Coilccl. of Voyag. piintcd at Amfteidam 
Aiiiio 1718, by Ecrnard, vol. iv. ^ 
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bears, wolves, .and* wild bears. They life their oxen for Cattle. 
plowing, and their horfes fo? carriage. Tlie people are com¬ 
monly very ftout and induftrious, bold and w'arlike, and 
equally trained to the plough and to thefword (C), to dome- 
IVic trades and to nax igation (D), and yet are generally affable 
and civil to thofe that trade with them. Their manners^ 
jeuftoms, and religion, nearly refemble thofe of the Chinefe. 

Their drefs, like that of the Chinefe under the Tay-ming dy- Drefi. 
nafty, is a gown with long and wide fleeves, a high fquare 
cap, a girdle, wide breeches, and leather boots \ but the bet¬ 
ter fort wear this laft of linen or fattin, and their gowns of 
filk or cotton ; tho’ the poorer fort are forced to rake np 
with coarfe herppen canvas. The northern provinces pro¬ 
duce the ftouteff men and beft foldiers. The rich commonly 
wear fur caps and brocade clothes j and the women wear a 
kind of lace on their upper and under petticoats. The men 
of the higheft rank, b()th in the northern and fouthern parts, 
affeft to appear in purple-coloured filk; and, on public oc- 
cafions, their clothes are adorned with gold and filver. The 
learned are diftinguiflied by two feathers in their caps, and 
the whole nation in general arc well-fhaped, fpxigly^ly, and 
courteous, lovers of learning, and fond of muflc and 
dancing. 


(C) The relation above 
quoted tells us, that every pro¬ 
vince in the kingdom i > obligi^d 
to fend once in feven years all 
the freemen that are able to 
bear arms to his court, to do 
duty there for two months. Each 
rovince hath its general, who 
ath four or live colonels under 
him, andeachof thefe as many 
‘Captains, every one of whom 
hath either the government of 
fomecity, town, orfortrefs. The 
very villages have fome infe¬ 
rior olHcer, who hath a propor¬ 
tionable number of men under 
him ; and thefe, as well as the 
reft, are obliged to give an ac¬ 
count every year of the people 
under their government j fo that 
the king always knows what 
number of people he can raife 
upon any eniergency. 


(D) Three fides of the penin- 
fula being furrounded by the 
fea, every maritime city is ob¬ 
liged to maintain a vefFel, or 
gdley, ready equipped, and fur- 
nilhed with all neceffaries, at 
its own charge. Thefe veiTels 
have commonly but two malts, 
and about 30 oars, with five or 
fix men to each oar, befidea 
other common failois, the whole 
amounting to about 300 each. 
They have likewife fome few 
pieces of fmall cannon, and a 
large quantity of wild-fire, to 
ferve upon an attack. Each pro 
vince, therefore, is obliged to 
have its yearly admiral, vAii* 
takes a particular review of all 
the veffds under bin, and fendi 
an accountpf it to the high ad¬ 
miral, wLoroji'evh it to the 
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Language. Their language is different ^om the Chinefe^ or rather is ' 
a mixture of that and the Mancitetu Tartar ; but they ufe 
the Chinefe charafters in their writings and books. 'Ihcy have 
fome learned men among them who admire the dodhine of 
Confucius t and defpife the fuperftitions of the bonzaic feft; 
Sonzas but that doth not hinder that monkifti tribe from being nu- 
numereus. merous all over the country: their idle life, and the gain and^ 
refpeft they extort from the people, invite them to it; and 
ffill more to, as they may renounce it when they pleaf?. As 
for the common people, they fcarce have any religion ; and 
all the worftup they pay to their idols is only lighting a ftidc 
of fome odoriferous wood before them, and making a very 
low bow to them at parting. Their temples and monafteries 
* arc numerous; but are not fuflered to be in their towns, 
but in the country, and moftly upon or by the fide of their 
hills, and fome of them contain between 400 and 600 monks. 
Worfiif. The fame fort of worlhip runs through the whole peninfula j 
fo that they feldiom fall out about religion, except that the 
wifer and genteeler fort rather Ihcw a contempt for thofe 
idols and temples; yet one common notion runs among 
them, that he that doth well (hall be happy, and he that 
NoChrifli- doth ill lhall be punifhed, in another life. As for Chriftianlty, 
ant there, there Is not the leall appearance of its having ever got foot¬ 
ing in this country, even when the raiilionaries were in fuch 
high favour with the Chinefe emperor, without whofe leave 
they durft not have attempted to introduce it; much lefs 
likelihood is there of its ever gaining admittance there, fmcc 
the Chinefe court made fuch fevere laws againfi it. 

Govern- The Korean government is altogether monarchical and 
ment. defpotic ; for though, as hath been already obferved, their 
kings arc tributary to the emperors of China, yet, excepting 
the tribute and homage he is obliged to pay to them, he go¬ 
verns with an abfolute fway, and hath neither prime mini- 
fters, nor any other counfellors, that dare to controul or 
The king's even advife him, unlefs he defires them. His council chiefly 
(otmcil. confifts of the governors and general officers mentioned in 
the two laid notes, who are obliged at proper times to attend 
the court, and to be every day there within (^ 1 . Thefe, 
though they have held the higheft dignities, and many times 
to a very great age, yet dare not offer their counfel unlefs it 
be afleed, nor meddle with any affmr of Hate unlefs they be 
Abfohte appointed to it by him. There are few of them, except by 
•will. a particular favour, that hold their polls above tliree years^ 
cfpecially among tfiofe of the fubahern rank; and many of 
them are turned out before that time, for fome fault or other, 
the king having his fpics every-where to inform him of their 

, condufl; 
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'conduft; fo that the fear of •incurring his difpleafnre obliges 
them to concur with him irf ctery thing, and to conceal their 
diflike to whatever he orders or doth. 

He fuffers neither lords, nor any other grandees, to hold 
cities or towns, or even villages, by right of inheritance, but 
only during their lives, after which they revolve .to him; fo Granites-, 
that thdr chief revenue confifts only in certain lands which 
the^ hold of him during pleafure; and a great number of 
Haves, which they keep to cultivate them ; whilfl: the lands 
and places, which they enjoy under him, iutirely depend on his 
will, and revert to him after their death. His chief revenue 
confiHs in a tenth, which the people pay to him yearly out of 
the produft of their lands; and fome cuAoms laid on the 
commodities either imported or exported; other taxes are 
not known among them, except on emej gent occafions. 

What their laws are we know not, except that Ki-tfe^ one jr^^. 
of their firft monarchs, of whom we (hall fpeak in the fequel, 
compiled a fet of them out of the Chinefe Shii-king, which he 
reduced into eight, and caufed them to be publifhed in his 
new kingdom ; and that they had fo good an cffedl on llis T.w^ular 
fubjefts, that theft and adultery were crimes unknown unto honvjly. 

‘ them, nor did any of them Hint their doors at night; and 
though many revolutions, which that kingdom hath gone 
through fince, have made them deviate, yet our author ^ 
afliires us, they may be Hill juHly looked upon as a pattern 
to other nations (E). They are not indeed fo eminent for Given t» 
their continence; fince they abound with loofe women, and v: 6 fncn, 
the young men and maids are very familiar with each other. 

They marry without making fuch prefents to each other as MaM- 
they do in Chinoy or uling any other ceremony. The princes agn. 
and princefles of the blood always match with each other, 
and the grandees follow the fame rule in their families. 

^ Vide Hamel Journal in Colled. Voy. vid. & Chevr. hid. 
of Korea, Art. V. 

(E) This is in a great mea-' which that againU adultery is 
fare contradided by the Dutch one of the feverefi, except furh 
relation often^jooted, which re- as the king in fume cafes ca?.re3 
prefents the Koreans as fo natu- to be inflided on traitors and 
rally given to pilfering and obnoxious perfons) which are 
Healing, that he fays they are commonly arbitrary, and agaitiH 
forced to have very fevere laws which it would be equally dan- 
againft it. The reader may fee gerous to make any objedion or 
an account of their feveral pu- demur (2). , 

Hilhments in that aathor,amongii: 

(3) Stfiol. iv. of tit RtUtt airvt'mtotimJf friitttd nc Is 

Stroardy ijiZ. 
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They keep their dead three years tinburied, atitd fa Ipiig wear 
inourmng for their parents, bift fof a brother only thi^ 
months. When the bodies are int^red, they pkee by the 
fide of the grave the clothes, chariots, horfes, arms,, (be. 
of the deceafed, and in general whatev er they were fond of In 
their life-tim^," which are carried off by thofc who affifl at 
the funeral. They are for the moft part very fupcrflitious, 
as are all the worftvippers of To S,. and abhor the depriving of 
any'creature of life. Their punilhments are commonly of 
the mild kind; and fuch .crimes as are efteemed capital in 
other countries, are puniftied only with banilhmem into fome 
of the neighbouring illands.. Petty crinies are, punilhed widi 
baftonading on the back; but thofe who are guilty q£ ill lan¬ 
guage arc put to death. When a criminal is to be pumlhed, 
they commonly throw a fack over his head, which comes down 
to his feet; by which means they conceal his ftiame, and hold 
him farter in their power. 

Thfir houfes have but one rtoity, and are very plain, and 
thatched: they have no beds, but lie on mats. They ufe 
plates and dirties, and moft of their furniture is plain. They 
arc jiK^leratc in eating and drinking ; and are commonly 
healthy, and take no phyflc. Their wine is made of a grain 
which they call Partiz, which we take to be a coarfer kind of 
rice, filter for thatpurpofe than for eating. We do notread 
of any vines, or of thofe elxquifite fruits, and odoriferous gums 
and woods, among them, which arc fo plentiful in the w^armcr 
foil of China ; but they have a tree not unlike the palm, 
whofe gum makes an excellent vai nifli, and of fo beautiful a 
yellow, that it looks like.gilding. They make a fort of cotton 
paper, which is ftronger and more lafting, and bears a greater 
price, than any in China. They have few natural rarefies, 
except a breed of horfes not above thjec feet high, and a fort 
of hens whofe tails aie three feet in length. Their common 
weapons were crofs-bows, and long fabres without ornaments,, 
bin they have fince learnt the ufe of fire-arms from the Chi'- 
iicje. 

They are wholly ignorant of the liberal fciences ; and their 
literati know fo little of geography, that’they divide the whole 
vvoiid into no more than 12 kingdoms, aniiently all fubjeff to 
that of Chinat but fince become independent, and their maps 
extend no farther than that ef Smm*\ fothat, when they hear 
Knrepeans talk of the many kingdoms which that and the 
other three parts of the w'orld contain, they cannot forbear 
afking them with a fmilc. How it is pojjlblefor ^he fun to ert- 

s Vide fop, p. 108, If frq. 114., & feq. 

lighten^ 
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lighten them aUf unlefs indeed they give the norm (f Mag^ 
dom to fuch contemptible countries, or inconjiderable ijlands, 
as har 4 ly*deferve that of a SJiriEi, or barren hamlet. This 
is indeed very different from what we are told by other wri¬ 
ters, that fome of thdr books affiipn, that the earth contains 
above 80,000 different countries ; but this laft they probably 
ha 4 from the Chine/e 

SECT. II. 

Origin^ Antiquity^ and Hiftory^ of tbt Koreans. 

£ can fay little concerning the origin and antiquity of 
the Koreans, except that it is as dark, impenetrable, 
and, according to fome of their own accounts, as fabulous 
and abfurd as that of any other eaffern nation; they making no 
fcruple to cry up the heads of their feveral hords or tribes as 
the miraculous offspring of fome god, demigod, or hero, after 
the manner of the old fabulous Creeks (F). They are how¬ 
ever allowed by moft Europeans to be of Tartarian extraft; 
and their country to have antiently been inhabited by various 
tribes of them, the principal of which were the Me, the Kau- 

+ De hoc, vid. fop. vol. viii. p. 6, & (D); vid. & Hamel, 
ubi fup. & mult. 

(F) To give our readers one 
inftance, for all, of this their 
vanity, the Kau^kyuli, who are 
defeended from the Fu^yu, a 
people of eaffern Tartan, give 
the following account ox one of 
their ancient heroes : A daugh> 
ter of the god Ho-hang-ho being 
detained in clofeconfinement by 
the king of the Kau-kyuli, con¬ 
ceived one day by the rays of 
the fun, and was afterwards de¬ 
livered of an egg as large as a 
bufhel, wherein was mund a 
inale child; who, when grown 
up, was adled. Cbu-mtng,, or 
good archer, and made overfeer 
of his ftuds. Chu-mong ftarved 
the,good horfes, and fattened 
the bad, by which means the 
king chofe the latter, and left 
him the former. One day, as 
they were hunting, his majefty 
gave him leave to flioot what 
game frU in his way; and he 

(3) 

Mop. Hist. Vol. VIII. ' ‘ LI kyuli. 


flew fo great a number of fallow 
deer, as made the king think of 
cutting him off. Cbu-mong, per¬ 
ceiving his intention, fled ; and, 
being clofely purfued, and com¬ 
ing to a large river which he 
could not crofs, cried out, Ah ! 
Jhall /, nubo am the offspring of 
the fun, and the grandfon of the 
god Ho-hang-ho, he prevented 
by this river from efeaping ? He 
had 00 fooner ended, than a vaff 
multitude ofiiflics, bin din g them- 
felves together, made a bridge, 
over which he paifed to the 
other fide, where he met three 
perfotts, one dreffed in hempen 
cloth, the fecond in a quilted 
garment, and the -third with 
lea-weeds. Thefc three accom¬ 
panied him to the city of Kyi- 
Jhing’ku, wbire he took the 
name of Kern, to fignify that he 
was of the Kau^eyiJiim race (3). 
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kytdiy and tiie Hetu ; the laft of* j?rhich were again divided 
into three hords, viz. the Ma-haUj the Pyeu-h£tu,^ZTid thd 
Chiri'hau. We have lately mentioned the fcveral parts of the 
country which they inhabited, in fpcaking of their eight 
provinces, at which time they were governed by their refpec- 
tive princes, till in procefs oi time they all coalefced into ont 
kingdom, and were at length fubdued by the Chinefe , • 
The Chinefe annals pretend, that the Koreans have been 
fubjefl to them ever fince the reign of Tau^ their eighth em¬ 
peror from Fo-hi^ and continued fo till the tyranny of 7 h«- 
kang^ the tliird monarch of the Hya^ or firft dynafty (who, 
according to their chronology, began his reign in the year be¬ 
fore Chrift 218‘8) caufed them to revolt. Kye^ who afeended 
the thi'one 1818 bcfoi e Chrift, obliged them to become tribu¬ 
tary to him ; but his oppreffive fway foon caufed them to re¬ 
volt, and even to feizc on part of his dominions. Kye^ being 
dethroned by Chin-tang 1766 years before Chrift, reduce^J 
them foon after his becoming head of the Shatig, or fecond 
dynafty. They again attacked China in the reign of Chong- 
tingy which began i ^62 before Chrift, and continued fome- 
times fubinilfive, fometimes rebellious, till the year 1324 
before Chrift, when, through the weaknefs of the emperor 
Vu-ting, they fubdued the provinces of Kyang-nan and Shau- 
iong, and kept pofle/Tion of them till they were again fubdued 
by Tfiii-chi-’ivhang. 


These times, however, are allowed to be obfcure hitherto; 
and the Chinefe hiftory, confirmed by the calculation of fcve¬ 
ral eclipfes therein mentioned, begins not the foundation of 
® • a Korean monarchy till the time of Ki-tfcy a prince famous 
tmrprjt and uncle to the then emperor Che-Wy the laft 

monarch of the fecond dynafty *, who caufed him to be im- 
prifoned, for the found and free counfels he ventured to give 
him. Ki-tfcy however, was foon after reftored by Vu-vang^ 
the founder of the next or third dynafty, who mounted the 
throne 1122 years before Chrift, to whom he delivered the 
in(b-Uiftk)ns contained in the Shu-king, book iv. c. 6.; but, 
being unwilling to live under a prince by whom his own 
family h.id been dethroned, he retired into that part of Korea 
Introduces called Chdu-t/yeiiy whei'e, by the emperor’s a/fiftance, 
the Chi- merit, he was inade^king, and introduced the 

nefc laws ^Kinefe politenefs; and, by his fiagular wifdom, fo firmly 
jfc. fettled himfelf on the throne, that his pofterity enjoyed it 
fucceffivcly till *Ching-tfi-'whangy who came to the Chinefe 
crown in the year 246 before Chriff, made Chau-tfyen de¬ 
pendent on Lyau-tongy allowing only to the defeendants of 


k See p. 522, & fc^. • D(fhoc, vid. fup. p. 392, & feq. 

K-tfe 
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A 7 -f/tf the title of Hew, or €arls, till Shun reafTumed that of Chim re- 
yangf or about forty years after. fumftthe* 

He did not, however, enjoy it long, before he was defeated 
at fevcral encounters by IVeyman (G), who at length put an 
end to the family of Ki-tfe^ and feized upon that erown. He 
\yas afterwards, though after feveral refufals, confirmed in it 
by ^e emperor JVey-ti, or rather by his mother, who governed 
during his minority, and by degrees brought the Me^ the 
Kay-kyuUi and the reft of the Koreans, under his govern¬ 
ment. Tew-kyu, his grandfon, about the year before Chrift 
110, having put to death the Chinefe ambaflador, the emperor 
Vu-ti fent an army againft him, but without fuccefs; but it 
was not long before Tew-kyu was aflaffinated by his own fub- Yew-kyu 
je^h, who voluntarily fubmitted to the emperor ; upon which ajfajpm- 
Chau-tfyen was reduced into a province, and called by him 
Tfang-hay ; and Korea divided into four more, viz. Chin-fau, 

Ling-tong, Lo-lang, and Huen-iu ; and the emperor Chau-ti, „ * 
who began his reign Anno 86 before Chrift, fince reduced 
Korea into two provinces. 

About lixty years after, the emperor induced 

the kingdom of Chau-tfyen, and made it dependent on that Jimo 86. 
of Lyau-tong, then under tlic government of Chyi-f-ng, famed 
for his wifdom and probity. In the mean tine ’■nc king of 
Kati-kyuU conquered the Me, Ilau, Eu-yti, and fome part of 
Japan', but ftill continued tributary to the emperors, 

till Kong carried his arms into China for the firft time, took 
the city of Huen-iu, and killed the governor of Lyau-tong in 
battle. Kong was however defeated in his turn by a fon of 
the king of Fu-yu ; and was fucceeded by his fon Swi-chin, Swi-chin 
who reftored Hven-tu to the emperor, and paid him the ufual rejlores 
tribute. But, in the weak reigns of IVhan-ti and Ling-ti, he Huen-tu. 
again invaded the country of Huen-tu, whence he was after- Expelled 
wards expelled by Kewlin, governor of that province; ypzxx.from it. 
of his own kingdom was likewife taken from him, and the AfterChr^ 
remainder deftroyed under a fucceeding dynafty. * 9 ^* 

But here it will not be improper to obferve, that the Chi- Korea 
nefe annals m&e not the leaft mention of the conqueft which fuhdued hy 
the japanefe made of this peninfula about the year 201 after the]i^zv.» 

(G) IKey-msa, or, as others which C^/«a was divided under 
call him, Nyan, was a native of his government (4), to enter 
Pe-cheli, and took advantage of Chau-tf^en at the head of fome 
the confufion that then reigned diihanded fo^diers, where he dc- 
in China, whilft Kau-tfu, alias feated and killed Chun, and de- 
Lyevi-panz, founder of the Han ftroyed the reft of the royal fa- 
or fifth dynafty, v'as reducing mily (5). 
all the feveral kingdoms into 


{4) Sa btfart, f. 39X, & /*y. 
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Chrift, under their emperor or rather of his martial 

emprefs Dfin-gUy a celebrated heroine, who ailif^d him in 
it; for, that monarch dying foon after his entering upon that 
expedition, left it to be completed by her j which (he did 
with fuch fuccefs and fpeed, that the whole Korean kingdom 
was in a very few years reduced, and made tributary to the 
Japanefe empire. How long they continued under that fob- 
jeftion, the hiftory doth not inform us; but owns, 

that in procefs of time, and by the affiflance of the eaftern 
TartarSy they found means to (hake oiT the yoke, and reftored 
their government to its antient form, till again fubdued by 
the Ch'mefe. From that time the Japan emperors have made 
frequent attempts to recover it, fometimes with, but oftener 
without, fucceis; fo that they were glad at laft to let them 
continue unmolclled for a confiderable fpace. Tay-chOy the 
fccular monarch of Japan, was the (jrft, who, after that long 
interval, revived his pretenfions, but difguifed them under 
the colour of deligning to invade Cbinay and defiring their 
affiAance ; but the Koreans feeing through his views, and 
havinff murdered his ambalTadors, a war was renewed, which 
laAed (even years, and of which we (hull give a farther ac¬ 
count in a proper place. 

But to return from this nece(rai7 digreffion, Chau, or KaVy 
the great grandfon of Sangy lately mentioned, being made 
king of Chau-tfyen by the emperor Tong-kya, the kings of 
Korea continued to be created to that dignity during the dy- 
naAics of Tfniy Songy TJiy the latter tVeyy and Chew, till the 
feventh year of Tang-ti, the fccond emperor of the Swi dy- 
nuAy, w’hen Twen, then king of it, invaded Lyau^tong at the 
head of an army: for this Tang-ti fummoned him to appear 
before him; and, upon his refufal, marched againA him in 
perfon ; but, the Koreans taking (helter in their cities, and 
defending themfelves Aoutly in them, the emperor was ob¬ 
liged to retire, ior w’ant of proviflons. He attempted thrice 
more to reduce them, but without fuccefs. Kyen-vUy the 
fon of Vwen, fucceeded his father, and was honoured with 
the title of Sbang-chti-qiie, or the pillar of tht JlatCy by the 
founder of the Tang or thirteenth dynaAy. At this time 
A'orra was dhided into five governments; viz. that of the 
court, or middle ; and the other four refpefting the four 
points of the compafs; and Kay-fu-ven, of the family of 
TwcHy then governor of the eaAern canton, and a bruti(h 
and treacherou.s*'perfon, alAiAinated Kyen-vu his fovereign, 
ufed his body with the utmoA indignity, and fet up Tfangy a 
younger brother of the deceased, on the throne, but only 
under the title of Molichi, and |:eferved the power in his own 
hands. This traitor pretended to be the fon of a river-god. 
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in order to fccure a particalai' regard from that fupcrftitious 
people. • 

In the mean time the emperor Tay-tfong, being informed 
of his murder and treafon, marched agamll him at the head 
of a powerful army, and was joined by the kings of Ki-tau~ 
lily Pc-tjiy and Sim-lo, took feveral towns from liim, and fat 
dovtn before that of Lyau-tongy which he took by ftratagem, 
reduced to a city of the fecond rank, and called it Ly.iu-chcw. 
He next took the city of Ngan-Jbiy to the relief of which two 
brave Moko generals came, at the head of 150,000 of their 
troops. Thefe the emperor attacked in their trenches, and 
routed them. The generals, upon their fubiniflion, were 
kindly received ; but he ordered 3000 of the Moko of Pin-jam 
to be buried alive; and caufed a monument to be erected on 


77 '^ empe¬ 
ror march¬ 
es againjt 
the rebel, 
about the 
Tr.pfChr, 
628. 
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the mountain at the foot of which he had incamped, in me¬ 
mory of this vie^fory. Not long after Kay-JueHy dying, was 
fucceeded as Moltchi by his fon Nan-Jhig ; but a difeord 
arifing between him and his younger brothers, they came in 
perfon to the emperor Kan-tfongy who was then fending fome 
forces to the alliftance of the Siti-loy againll whom the Koreans 
and Moko had declared war. I'hat monarch font an army Kau- 
againft the Koreans, under the command of his general Li- 
tji'^gi and inquiring of the Kya-ycu-chongy or cenibr of the-^®^^ 
empire, his opinion of that expedition, was anfwercd, that „ 
the fecrct memoirs declarcdy that the dynajly or race of Kau 
Jhould not reign in Korea full 900 ycarsy and that it would be 
ruined by a general aged 80 years. NoWy continticd the 5^ 
cenfor, this is the gooth year jince the family (jf Kau fucceeded A notable 
that of Han, and the generalijfimo Li-tftng is fourfeore years prophecy 
old, BefidcSy the people are divided among themfelves ; and fo about 4 he 
dijlreffed by famnCy that the very wolves andfoxes appear in expedition, 
their cities ; by ivhich prodigies they are intimidatedy fo that 
the deJlniBion of the Kau dyna/iy is at hand. Accordingly 
the Chinefe general befieged Pin-jam ; and Tang, the titular 
king of Korea, with about too attendants, furrendered him- 
felf to him, and met with a kind reception ; notwithftaiidiug 
which, Nan-kyen defended the city with fingular bravery, till one 
of the gates was betrayed to the impei ial forces, and he was 
made prifoner. Then veo&Korea again div ided into five pi ovinccs, 
confifting of 170 principal cities, and 690,000 families. 

In the reign of the emprefs, or rather ufurperefs, mother of Paw- 
Vu-hevj Pay-ywen, the grandfon of Tfang, lafl king of this ywen 
country, was created king, of the fecond rank, oi Chau-tfveny to ”>^^6 king 
which Korea had changed its name, inftead of Kaii-ti. In this 
Aate the government of it continued till the reign of one of its 
kings named Vm-kien, whetaffumed the dignity of king, fub- 
See before, p. 445, Se fcq. 

L 1 3 dued 
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Van-kyen dued the kingdoms of Pe-tji Rrtd Sin-lo, and removed the 
a.Jptme*the court from Pin-jam eaftward to the foot of the mountaui 
royal dig- Song-yo. However, his three fucceflbrs paid homage to the 
Chincfe emperors, till the laft of them, named Chi, was ob- 
-dftcrChr. ijggjj jQ p^y jt tQ Kitan Tartars^ who had conquered the 

9 ^ 7 - north parts of China, which were called Lyau, and takeii 
ji^trChr. 

fix towns from Vang-fun, the fucceflbr of Chi, and obliged 
, him to remove his court further from them : but he, making 
, alliance with the Nywchc Tartars (H), who deftroyed 

^ ‘ ^ ^ * Lyau, and fixed themfelves in the north of China, expelled 
the Kitans out of his dominions, and paid homage again to 
^ the Chinefe monarch, and, for his bravery was highly ho¬ 

noured by him. His fucceflbrs were no lefs favoured by 
them; and indeed, confidering the then reigning contefts be¬ 
tween the northern and fouthern monarchs of China, in which 
the Koreans were courted by botli fldes, their alliance was fo 
confiderable, that they might make their own terms with 
Jn amhaf- either ; and the emperor Kau-tfong, upon his mounting the 
fy to Ko- throne, was fo afraid of their joining with the Kin, or north¬ 
ern family, that he fent them a grand ambafly, to gain them 


rca. 


^jifrL,jr. difappointed by the Kill’s fending thither 

Vang-chu with the title of king. Some time after Che, then 
king of Korea, fent his fon Ching to pay homage to the em¬ 
peror Li-t/ong; but, his father dying about the time, he re¬ 
turned to take pofleflion of his kingdom, and had it confirmed 
to him by that monarch. This prince had paid tribute 36 
times, W'hen Shi-tfu, as the Chinefe, or Hu-pi-lay, as the Tar¬ 
tars, call him (the fon of the famed Jenghiz Khdn, and the 
Koblay of Marco Polo the Venetian traveller)was meditating 
the conqucA of Japan, and defigned to pafs through Korea 
thither. In purfuit of which projeft he fent an ambaffador to 
Japan, whom he ordered to pafs through Korea, and to take 
Koreans guides from thence; but, the Koreans not confenting to 
nfufe taf emperor fo highly refented it, that though Ching had 

fagctokln- neglefted to pay his tribute to him, yet he feized upon 

pi-Iay’j Si-king, or Pin-jam, and called it Lcng-nin-fii. But, upon 
ambafa- k See before, vol. iv. p. 515, & feq. 

(H) Thcfe had formerly been of Som's family ftill keeping 
fubjeA to the Koreans, and pofleilum of the fouthern pro- 
had in their turn fubdued vinces, as we have feen in the 
them. Their princes had af- Chimfs hiftory. As to the far- 
fumed the title of emperors, and ther particulars of the Kyu-che 

f ;ive the name of 'Kin to their Tartars, Kitans, he. their va- 
amily, though they are not 
reckoned among the dynailies, 
becaufe they never were foie 
mailer of China, the emperors 


rious names, tribes, territories, 
fcfr. we (hall refer our readers to 
tla; Tartar hiilory *, 
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Shin*z fucceeding his /athe» C^ing^ he married a daughter of 
the emperor, and received the feal of the emperor’s fon'in- 
law, with the title of king of Korea. He then took the 
name of Kyu^ and his third fucceflbr was called Song^ and 
from Vang-kyen to Song are reckoned 28 kings of Korea, of 
the Vang family, within the fpace of 400 years. When Hong- ChewV 
vu^ founder of the Ming or twenty-firft dynafty, mounted amba^ 
the Chinefe throne ^ Kyu or Chew, then king of Korea, lent 
an ambafly of homage and congratulation to him, and was 
by him created king of Kau-li (or Korea), and was prefeiitcd 
with a filver feal, and the antient privilege of facrificing to , ^50 
the gods of the rivers and mountains of that kingdom. But, ^ * 
in the feventcenth year of that emperor’s reign, the king’s 
ambafladors having joined in a confpiracy againft him, the 
Koreans were declared enemies of the empire. The matter. After Cbri 
however, was foon after compromifed, and that monarch 1390. 
fatisfied, by a new ambafly and fubmiflion ; upon which he 
fent to Korea to buy horfcs; and, the king refufing to rake 
any money for them, Hong-vu had them valued, and paid for 
them ; but at the fame time ordered him to deliver up the 
towns of Lyaii-yang and Shin-ching, which they had feized 
in the province of Lyau-tong. Soon after this, Kyu, then on 
the throne, was depofed ; and Vang-chang raifed to it by Li- 
jin-jin, then prime minifter of Korea, whofe fon Li-ching-que 
dethroned Vang-chang, and fet the crown upon Vang-yau's. 
head, and in a little time after took it from him, and placed 
it on his own. And thus ended the line of Vang-tan. 

* De hoc, vid, fup. vol. v. 60, & feq. viii. 471, & feq. 


SECT. III. 

7 be Sequel and Conclufion of the Korean Hiftery. 

L I-CHING-^E, who then changed his name into that 
of Vang-tang, failed not to difpatch a pompous ambaflTy, 
with confiderable prefents, to Van-lye, then emperor of 
China, with a petition to be confirmed on his throne; but 
both that aifd his prefents were rejefted ; and Ching-fe, who 
had drawn the petition, banifhed by the emperor. Soon 
after that, Tau refigned the crown to his fon Fang-ywen, 
who obtained a confirmation from the emperor Tong-lo, who 
mounted the throne Anno 1403 ; and fent him 10,000 oxen 
by way of tribute, in order to ftock certain lands which that 
monarch had alEgned to the garrifon of L^u-tong. Tau, the 
fon and fucceflbr of Fang-ywen, fent his tribute in gerfalcons, 
or fea-eagles; but the emperor refufed them, faying, that 
Jewels and rare animals were not what he liked. We find 
fittle in their hiftory, wort& taking notice of, till the reign of 

L 1 4 the 
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the emperor Van-lye, ex.cept tha^one of their kii^s, named 
Van-ky-vihang, prevailed upon the emperor Shi-tjpng, alias 
Kya-tjing, the twelfth monarch of the dynafty, to erafe 
out of the book of the antient cufloms of the Ming, the 
ticle in which Ching-que was recorded for having depofed his 
lawful fovercign, and ufurped his crown; becaufe, faid thp 
Korean king, it was done at the follcitation of the gran(kee5, 
and of the people. But, in the twentieth year of Van-lye, 
the fourteenth emperor of the Ming dynafty, Korea was in¬ 
vaded by Ping-fyew-kyi, chief or king of Japan (I). 

This conqueror, according to the Japanefe hiftory, find¬ 
ing, in the annals of that empire, that Korea had been for- 
. mcrly fubdued, and made tributary to it, and being now 
raifed to the height of lecular power, thought it a proper time 
■ to revive his prctenllons to that pcninfula, not without a 
farther view of opening to himfelf a way to the conqueft of 
China, He fent accordingly an arabafly thither, to demand of 
the Koreans a paflage for his army through their country; and 
at the fame time that they ftiould acknowlcge the emperors of 
Japan as their fovereigns, and pay homage to them. But 
the Koreans, inftead of an anfwer, killed his ambafliidors, and, 
by that hoftile aft, highly provoked him to haften the war 
which he had premeditated againft them. The Chinefe, how¬ 
ever, without taking notice of either of dicfe circumftances, 
only pretend that he was induced to this invafion by the fmall 
dlftance there is between the mountain King-Jbang in Korea, 
and the ifland Twi-ma-tau, belonging to Japan, and then in 


(I) This conqueror is faid to 
have been originally a flave, 
and afterwards a retailer of fi(h; 
and, being found aHeep under a 
tree by a Jafanefe ^an-pe, or 
governor, who was then hunt- 
ing, and was juft going to kill 
him, awoke, and fpake to him 
in fuch a taking manner, that 
the ^an-pe took a liking to 
him, and made him Qverfeer of 
his ftuds, giving him the name 
of Ping-Jyevj-kyi, or ^The man 
from under the tree. He foon 
after gave him fome lands, and 
made him his chief confident; 
but, being a little lifter aftaftln- 
ated by one of his counfellors, 
Ping-Jyew-kyi put himfelf at the 
head of his mafter’s troops, un- 
der pretence of revenging his 
dcathf which h« did by kftlin| 


the murderer j but prefently af¬ 
ter raifed himfelf to the dignity 
of Sluan pe, and made himfelf 
mailer, by fraud or force, of 
about 60 fmall provinces. This 
is the account wnich the Chinefe 
and Koreans give of the great 
Tay-cho, who raifed himfelf by 
his valour and merit to the He- 
cular empire of, Japan. But 
we {hall find a proper place, iu 
the next chapter, to do him 
that juftice which his noble ac¬ 
tions deferved. In the mean 
time we thought it not impro¬ 
per to give this one inftance, 
among many more, of the Chi¬ 
ne/e pride, and the contempt 
they have of the Japamfe, by 
the difadvantageous light in 
which they have fet one of their 
greilteft herpes and conquerors. 
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his pofleHioii (K); for. b)» the commerce carried on between 
them, he was informed, that Li-feu^ who then reigned in 
Koreoy v/as a prince fo wholly devoted to his pleafures. that 
he might be eafily furprifed. Accordingly Kyi fent two of 
his generals, with a numerous fleet, to attack it; who, land- 
,ing their forces unperceived, took the city of Son^tCt and fe- 
va-al others, the Koreans being fo foftened by a long peace, 
that they fled upon the firfl: approach of the enemy; and the 
king, leaving the government in the hands of his fecond fon, 
retired firft to Pin-yang^ and next to l-chcw^ in the province 
of Lyau~tong. From thence he fent an ambafly to the em¬ 
peror, to beg his ailiftance againft the invaders, to receive 
him as his fubjeft, and promifing to make Korea a province 
of the empire ; but, whilft that was tranfafting, the Japan~ 
efe had already demolifhed the fepulchres, plundered the trea- 
fury, taken the mother, children, and officers, of the king, 
and made themfelves mafiers of the greater part of the king¬ 
dom. They had likevvife fortified the capital, and polled Suecefs in 
their troops in the mofl important pafles ; and pretended flill, Korea, 
that they had no defign on the empire, but only to make the 
river Ta-to-kyang the boundary, of their conquefts ;l3ut were 
flill moving nearer towards Lyau-tong^ infomuch that he was 
forced to remove farther from I-chc^M to Ngay-chevj. All 
this while he was difpatching couriers upon couriers to the 
Chinefe court, to haflen the fuccours which came but flowly 
on; and fome of them that arrived had been defeated and 


cut in pieces by the Japaners, 

At length Song-ing-chang was fent at the head of 60,000 
Chinefe forces, and with the quality of King-lyOy or genc- 
raliffimo; and difpatched Li-yii-/ong, a general under him, 
with thofe forces, through Lyau-tong\ and the difficulty 
which their cavalry found in croffing the mountain Song- 
•wang-Jhang was fuch, that their horfes are faid to have 
fweated blood. However, Li-yu-fong had fent beforehand a 


proper general before him, to try to over-reach that of the The Ja- 
Japanefcy by endeavouring to perfuade him that he was not panefe^#- 
coming wiffi an intention to oppofe him, but to create Kyi neral out- 
his m^er a king, for which he was inverted with full power 
from the emperor. Hing-chang^ that was the Japanefe ge- 
neral’s name, readily fwallowed the bait, and fent twenty 


(K) Thefe two are faid by with each other ; by which 
fome to be fituate within fight means Ky^ came to learn, that 
of each other, and, by others, the KoreaiHy and their king, 
within three days failing with a lived in ft ch peace and plea- 
fair wind; however near enough fure, that the conqueft of them 
they are to carry oh a cdtr- might be eaiily atchievedt- 
merce, and even intermarry, 

-f- Stt Rfgity K^enfftTy 9 0/1 uiifufi. 
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officers to meet Li-yu-Jong, 'who .had ordered a party to take 
them prifoncrs ; bat they defended themfplves fo ftovitly, that 
three only of them ‘vrere taken. This aftion might hare 
opened Hing-chang’s eyes; but, being told that it happened 
through a mifunderftanding of the interpreters, he was caught 
a fecond time, and fent a frefh meflage to compliment the. 
Chine/e general. • 

We took potice a little^ higher, that the Japanefe had for- 
tihed themfelves in the capital, and other cities, particularly 
in that of Pin-yang^ which was befides a very ftrong place by 
its Atuation, having the river Ta-tong-kyang on thetouth-eaft, 
and a conliderable eminence on the north, then guarded by a 
good number of their forces. The Cbinefe general arrived 
before the city on the lixth day of the firfl: month of the 
twenty-firft year of yan-lye's reign; and, having dra'wn up 
his foi'ces in order of battle, began to march into the city, 
the Japanefe^ in their richeft accoutrements, lining the way, 
and their general being placed on- a tower to view the pro- 
ceilion : but the Chinefe officers behaved in fuch a manner, 
as foon ajarmed the japanefe, and forced them upon their 
guard; upon which Li-yu-Jong made a feint to attack the 
eminence on the north fide, and ordered the detachment to 
retire after the firft charge, in order to draw the Japauefe 
from their poll; inftead of which, they in the middle of the 
night attacked the Chinefe camp, but were repulfed with lofs. 
On the eighth day the general aflault was given by break of 
day, and the attack made on the fouth fide of the city, with 
great vigour on both fides. At length the Chinefe^ having 
j^led the walls, forced the enemy to retire to their fortrefs, 
whence a good number of them, with their general, made 
their efcape about midnight; but had near 300 killed in the 
aflion, befides a great number of others that were drowned 
in croffing the river: a detachment of 3000 Chinefe killed 
400 more of them in their flight, and took others prifoners. 
On the iptit tiiey took the city of Fu-kay by ftorm, killing 
165 of the enemy, who, by fo many defeats, were now fl:rippec| 
of four of the Korean provinces. From that timA the Chinefe 
proved fo fuccefsful againfl them in almofl every encounter, 
fome of which proved very bloody on both fides, that they 
had only the capital left to reduce, to ■which Ching-kingt an^ 
other Japanefe general, had retired. The Chinefe general, 
who was within 70 Chinefe li’s or furlongs from it, marched 
with double fpeed a*gainfl; it with his light horfe, upon a falfe 
report, which he too eafily gave credit to, that the Japanefe 
had abandoned it; and thereby fell into one of their ambuf- 
cades, near a bridge within thirty li’s of the place; upon 
which a bloody batUe enfued, in which great* numbers fell on 

both 
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both /Ides; and, tho* thc^coemy was put to flight, yet the 
Chinefe lo^l the flower of their troops. They were moreover, 
on their approach to the city, much incommoded by the 
thaw and rains in their camp; whtlll the Japanefe were ad- 
vantageoufly feated on a dry eminence, with a river in front, 
and a mountain on their rear. The town had likewife reared 
Tiiffh machines filled with deflruftive weapons, upon which 
the Chinefe were forced to retreat to Kay-ching. 

Hehe, on the 3d month of the fame year, their fpiesbrought 
intelligence that 200,000 Japaners were about the capital, 
and that they were plentifully furniftied with corn; part of 
which Li-yufong having fortunately burnt, the enemy, fear¬ 
ing a fcarcity, agreed to peace, and yielded the capital; which Barren^ 
he entered on the eighteenth of the fourth month, and found ^ed. 
in it 40,000 bufhels of rice, and forage in proportion. After 
the furrender of the place, th& Japanefe fent an ambafiy of 
fubmiffion to the emperor; and, in the feventh month, deli¬ 
vered up the children and principal officers of the king of 
Korea ; and the emperor, in the twenty-fecoud year of his 
reign, agreed, at the in treaty of that prince, to acc^t of the 
tribute offered by the Japanefe, and to create Ping-fyevj-kyi Ping- 
Tay-cho or king of Japan, on the following conditions : fhyew-kyi 

1. That he fhould deliver up all his conquefts in Korea, khtg 

2. That he fhould fend no ambaffy to China. And, 3. that^ Japan, 
he fhould fwear never to enter into that peninfula 

This peace had like to have been broken both by the in- 
diferetion of the Chinefe ambaffador, by whom i^an-lyc fent 
the imperial patent to the new Tay^cho, and much more by 
the contemptuous ambaffy which the rcinftared king of Korea 
fent to him on his being raifed to the royal dignity. The 
firft of thefe, a marquis of the firfl rank, but a perfon of a 
very luftful difpofition, had been gratified in that favourite 
paflion, on his arrival in Japan, by the governor of Twima, 
who fent three of the moft beautiful women of that coun¬ 
try to him one after another ; but, the marquis being after¬ 
wards informed that the governor’s wife w as extremely beau¬ 
tiful, and having made no fcruple to demand her of him, he 
refented the affront. About the fame time a Japanefe of 
quality, named Long, having difputed the way with the am- 
. baflador, had like to have been killed by him, but was hap¬ 
pily refeued by his own retinue, fo that the marquis had no 
way left to efcape but'by flight, and leaving every thing, 
even his very credentials, behind him. He wandered all the 
night, and at length in a fit of defp.iir, hanged himfelf; but 
was cut down by fome of his followers, and fled back to 

* See Regis ap. Du Halde, vol. ii. p. 376. 

China, 
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Chinaj where, by the emperor’& ogders, he was tried for his 
• , mifcondufi;, and another ambaffador fent in his rooqi. 

Ceremony The Chinefe tell us, that Ping~Jhyem~kyt^ having failed 
fij receive- and bathed three days, went in great ceremony to meet the 
emperor’s patent, before which he proftrated himfelf fifteen 
tent. > times *, after which he was created king in all the ufual for-^ 
mail ties, and exprelTcd the deepell gratitude to the Chimfe 
Re/ent- monarch for his new dignity. But foon after this, the king 
of Korea, being atlvifed by one of his favourites to treat the 
againjl the with contempt, fent his compliments to him only by a 

• deputy-governor of a city of the fecond order, and with a 
^ ’ few ordinary prefents of filk. Ping-J^ew-kyi highly refented 

and an- the infult; and laid to the ambaflador, Hath thy majler Jo 
fnver to foon forgot that I conquered his kingdom, and have rejiored it 
bii amhaf- to him out of mere regard to the emperor ? What doth he ima- 
fttdor. glue th be, in fending me fuch a prefent by one of your 
rank ? Whom doth he affront, me, or the emperor F but, face 
he treats me in fo wrvjorthy a manner, let him know that 
my forces Jhall not fHr out of Korea till the emperor hath duly 
chajlifed him. On the next day he fent with his tribute, which 
was verjf rich, tvv'o remonftrances, the one acknowleging his 
obligations to the emperor, and the other demanding juftite 
againft the Korean king. He waited for the latter till the 
25th of that emperor’s reign, for a fatisfaflion for the af¬ 
front ; but, finding him rather inclined to fide with the Ko¬ 
rean king, as the fequel fliews he did, he rcfolved to renew 
the war; and accordingly inv^aded Korea afrefli with a fleet 
of 200 fail, and a powerful army under the command of his 
^hc fitecejs two old generals f/ing-ching and Hing-ching. Thcfe two, 
^his two being thoroughly acquainted with the country, renewed the 
generals, war with double vigour, and ttxik Ngan-ywen-fu, the governor 
of which fled barefoot upon their firfl: approach ; and foon 
made themfelves marters of many other confiderable cities and 
pafles on all fides, infomuch that the Chinefe capital was in a 
great meafure blocked up. The former had already fixed his 
quarters at Tun-Jin, 600 li’s, and the latter at King-Jhang, 
400 U’s, from it. The Chinefe, headed by Ha'n-quey, laid 
fiege to the latter with a numerous army ; but, upon a report 
that the enemy had received frefh fuccours, fled ; whereupon 
his forces difperfed themfelves, 20,000 of them were killed, 
and their general puniflied for his cowardice. 

Thctrea- In the ninth month of the 26th year of Van-lye'^ reign, 
chery of "Lew-ting, another* Chinefe general, marched againfl Hing- 
tbeC\a- chang’, and propofed to him a conference, wherein matters 
nefege- might be amicably adjufted. To which the general 

ntrat. agreed ; and, on the next day, w^nt to the place appointed, 

aitaiJcd only by fifty horfc. But the treacherous Lew-ting 
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had laid an ambufcade for It; and, having appointed one of 
his officers to perfonate fiim, attended the meeting in the 
difguife of a common foldier. Hing-chang was received by 
the pretended general with the ufual honours ; and, as he fat 
at table, could not keep off his eyes from the difguifed 
Lew-ting, ,and crying out, Surely that foldier has been un- 
'fogtunate. Lew-ting, furprifed at his fpeech, went imme¬ 
diately out, and gave the lignal to the ambufcade by firing a 
gun ; upon which Hing-chang, fufpeiting the treachery, 
mounted his horfe in an inftant, with his attendance, who 
formed themfclves into a triangle, and, with a dreadful flaugh- 
tcr, forced their way through the treacherous Chinefe, and 
cfcaped. On the next day the Japanefe general fent to thank 
the Chinefe one for his entertainment; who had no other way 
of cxcufing it, but by pretending, that the firing of the gun 
was altogether accidental. However, though his treachery 
had milcarried, it did not hinder his attacking him openly, 
and a fierce engagement enfued, in which the Chinefe were 
every-where worfied. The war would in all likelihood have The Tay- 
lafted much longer, and the Koreans have been fevercly chaf- choV 
tifed for their treachery by the highly incenfed Tay*cho, had death ec- 
not his iinexpefted death, or, if we may believe the Japan 
hillory, fome more cogent motives, induced him to recall his ^”d of the 
fliattered forces ; and put an end to all future hollilities, by 
laying them only under a tribute to him. What thofe mo- 
lives were, will be better feen in thehiftory of Japan ; how- farces, cad 
ever, that brave hero died whilft his generals were on their dies. 
way home; and Jjejas, whom he had appointed gpardlan Peace 
■ov'cr his fon and fucceflbr, then but fix years old, thought fit made^ith 
only to oblige them to fend an embafly to him every three Ko- 
ycars, and to acknowlege him for their ibvereign. And thus 
ended the Korean war, after it had lafled feven years ; fince Koreans 
which time they relapfed again, under the dominion of x\a& drive out 
Chinefe Tartars, and drove out all the gariifons which the the]^'p^n- 
Japanefe had left there, as far as the coalh of the province gam- 

of Tfiot-fijn, which is the only place they have remaining 
all their conquefls in that country. The emperors of Japan 
feem to be fatisfied with the pofTeffion of thole eaftern coafts, * 

as a fufficient fecurity to their own dominions; and keep part left 
fome garrifons there to guard them, which arc put under the under 
government of the princes of Iki and Tfufmia, two iflands Japan. 
Ipng about the mid-way between Korea and Japan ; whilft 
thofe Koreans are only obliged to fend jn ambafly to court, 
to take an oath of allegiance to every new emperor. This 
was the condition they were in ^nno 1693, when Keempfer 
was in Japan. As for tile reft of the Koreans, they have 
coDtiiiued tributary to tWe Chinefe ever fince ; and, to all ap¬ 
pearance. 
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Kept more pearance, been kept more flridtlx rjpder them fince the Tkr- 
firiply tars became mafters of China. The prince that reigned there 
under the when our author wrote his account was called Li-tun^ and 
Tartarian defcended from the family of Li. In the year 1694 he 
monartbs. ppgfentcd a petition to the emperor Kang-hiy the contents and 
occafion of which being fomething curious, and confirming 
' what we have juft: now hinted of their being under greater* 
fubjeftion than formerly, we ftiall give it to the reader in the 
feqnel (L). Whenever any of them dies, the emperor im¬ 
mediately deputes two grandees to confer upon the fucceflbr 
the title of ^le-vangy or king, who receives the inveftitura 
upon his knees, and makes certain prefents to the commiflion* 
ers, which are’fettled and fpecihed, bcfides about 8000 taels 
in money. After that, he is obliged to fend an ambaflador to 
Homagty the Chinefe court with the ufual tribute and homage; which 
bow paid. Jaft is paid by proftration and knocking his forehead againft 
the ground before the imperial throne. If the Korean king 
is apprehenfive of any difputes arifing after his death, about 

(L) This petition, for which ror was pleafcd to refer it to 
we (hall '^find a more proper the coniideration of one of hit 
place at the clofe of this appen- high tribunals of ceremonies; 
dix, was prefented to the late by whom it was no fooner ap> 
famed emperor Kang-hi, lately proved, than a proper mandarin 
mentioned, in order to obtain a was difpatched to the Korean 
permiiTion from him for reftify- court, to reinftall the queen, and 
ing fome wrong fteps which he degrade the concubine. We 
had taken with regard to his lhall have occafion, in the fe- 
own private family, but fuch as quel, to add an inftance or two 
one would have imagined were moreof this extreme fubjeftion: 
vaftly below the cognizance of in the mean time that which we 
fo great a monarch, and con- have given above is fuficient to 
cerned only the reftoring of a convince our readers, that the 
favourite barren queen, whom AVm;; monarchs arc far enough 
he had depofed, in favour of a from enjoying the fame defpo- 
concubine, vvhohad broughthim tic fway under the Tartar which 
forth a fon and heir. Yet this they did under the Cbinefe mon- 
ftep, inconfidcrable as it feems, archs, when it was reckoned 
was fuch as he dared not ven- treafon to controultheir will in 
tore upon till he had previoufiy any cafe, provided they took 
obtained leave by a petition care conftandy to pay their ho- 
couched in the moft abje£t: and mage and tribute to them. All 
ferviie terms, and backed with that we ihall add with relation 
the moil; earneft vviihes and fuf- to their prefent ftate, is, that they 
frages of all his Korean fub- fend yearly an ambaiTador to 
jefts. ' receive the almanack which is 

Neither was this requeft re- publiihcd at court the firll day 
edved ar court as a matter of a of the tenth month, for the en- 
tiivial nature, feeing the empe- fuing year (7). 

(7} Reghy oli fup. ad foy 
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the fucceHiofi, he nominates* an heir to the crown, and gets 
him confirmed by the empirdr ; nor dares the royal confort 
alTume the tide of queen, before file hath obtained it hrom 
him : all which ceremonials have been foexaiffly regulated, that 
difputes can never arife; and to this is owing the peaceful ftate 
they have fo long enjoyed. We lhall beg leave to fubjoin the 
afore-mentioned inftance of the extreme regard which the Korean 
kings pay to the Chinefe monarch ; which will not only prove 
what we have faid, but (hew likewife how much fuperior the 
’tartars are to the Chinefe^ in point of governing their tribu¬ 
tary provinces, and keeping them under a due fubje£lion and 
dependence. 

It happened in the 3ad year of the emperor Kang~hVs Infiances* 
reign, in the year 1694, when the prince then on the Korean of the 
throne, being difiatisfied at fome changes he had made in his great fnh- 
family, fent him the following remarkable rcqueft by his am- ^ 
bafiador : “ I, your majefty’s fubjeft, am a mofi: unfortunate oveasi 

man. I had beheld myfelf a confiderable time without an 
“ heir, when one of my concubines was at length brought to 
“ bed of a fon, upon which account I thought myfelf obliged 
to advance her to a higher rank; and, from this falfe ftep, 

“ liath fprung all my misfortunes. I obliged my queen Mtn- 
“ chi to retire from my court, and raifed the concubino 
“ Chang'chi into her place, as I failed not then of informing 
** your majefty: fince which time, having duly confidered 
“ that Min-chi was created queen by your majelly ; that file 
“ hath had the government of my family a confiderable 
** while, hath ailified me in my ufual facrificcs; that file hath 
** paid her laft duties to the queen my grandmother, and to 
“ the queen my mother, and hath bewailed her reparation from 
** me thefe three 3'ears : I am now fenfible that file deferved a 
** more honourable treatment from me, and am beyond mea- 
** fure concerned for my imprudent conduft towards her. 

“ In order, therefore, to yield to the earneft defires of my 
** people, 1 am extremely willing to reinfrate my beloved Min- 
** chi to her priftine rank, and to reduce the other to her former 
low ftate of a concubine; by which means I lhall again 
** reftore my family to its antient regular order; and the re- 
“ formation of my houfiiold, begun there, will dilFufe itfelf 
moft happily through my whole kingdom. 

“ I YOUR fubjeft, though I have had the misfortune, 

“ through ignorance and ftupidity, to ftain the honour of 
•* my anceftors, have neverthelefs ferved your majefty thefe 
** twenty years, and acknowlege myfelf indebted to your 
goodnefs for all I am and enjoy, as to ray only Ihield and 
proteftor. I have no concerns, either public or private, 

** which I would wifii to concealed from your majefty; 

“ and 
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•* and that is the chief motive which hath induced me to 
** take the liberty, more than bn8e or twice, thus earneftly 
** to follicit your majefty upon this point. 1 blulh, I muft 
•* confefs, at my boldnefs in thus tranfgrelTuig the bounds of 

my duty; hut, as it is a point which is of Tuch concern to 
“ the happinefs of my family and kingdom, F thought 1 
“ might venture to lay this my humble requeft before you? 
“ without wounding that rerpeft with which I am,” 

This petition the emperor referred to the tiibunal of 
rites, and it was approved by them : in purfuance of which, 
a commifliiry was difpatched to the Korean court, to rein- 
llate the queen Min-chi to her priftine rank; but, in the year 
following, that impinident prince, whether elated at the con- 
defcenfion of his imperial majefty, or from what other motive 
unknown to us, having prefumed to fend a frefti addrefs to the 
court of Pe~kingy in terms lefs refpedlful than thofe of the 
former, he was condemned to pay io,ooo ounces of ftlver as 
a fine. And this may fuffice to ftiew the extreme fubjedfion 
the Koredn kings are kept under by the Chinefe, or rather 
Tartar, emperors ; which feverity, bcfides the politic marims 
of that iK^arlike nation, may have been owing, in all proba¬ 
bility, to that noble, though unfuccefsful ftand, which the 
Koreans made, foon after the reduftion of China, to (hake 
off the yoke, and regain their antient liberty^ of which we 
have had occafion to fpcak more fully in a former part of 
this volume f. To which we ftiall only add one more in- 
ftance of it; viz. that when the emperor fends an ambaflador 
to Korea, the king is obliged to go in perfon, attended by 
all his guards, and a numerous retinue of his houftiold, out 
of his capital, to receive him : whilft, on the other hand, 
thofe of the Korean prince to the court of Pe-king are fcarce 
received with any ceremony, and are even obliged to give 
place to a mandarin of the firft rank. They are lodged in 
ibme private houfe, and kept under a kind of honorary 
guard, which never leaves them, whether they .go abroad, 
or ftay at home; but are to watch over, and give an account 
of, all their aftions, behaviour, and even of theii; words, to 
fome proper officers of the court". 

t See before, p. 487. "Regis, ubi fup. p. 377, & 

feq. Hiftoire de Core, vol. i. p. 454, & feq. Kaimpper, ubi 
iup. & al. 
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